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INTRODUCTION 


The Introduction to the first Volume of this series, DEBATES OF THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF UNITED CANADA, 1841, included a history of parlia- 
mentary reporting in Britain, Upper and Lower Canada, and of course Union 
Canada. Parliamentary reporting was both an institution inextricably 
bound up with Parliament, and a profession under the patronage of the 
commercial Press. Its constitutional and practical development was traced, 
including the influences of the ancestral British system upon its deri- 
vative Canadian transplants. In the Chapters dealing specifically with 
the Canadas, the local conditions which in their turn modified the ori- 
ginal British model were discussed in detail. The most important of these 
were: the bilingualism of the Lower and United Canada Legislatures; the 
poverty of Canadian editors and the small size of their newspapers; the 
political biases of parliamentary reporters who also lacked stenographic 
skills; and poor accommodations and worse acoustics in the House. The 
result of all this was that on the whole, Canadian parliamentary reporters 
were limited to providing third person summaries of the speeches. Essen- 
tially, parliamentary reporting was a politically-oriented profession which 
was also an integral part of the world of journalism. 

All kinds of data about parliamentary reporting as an institution and 
as a profession were considered: the policies of its newspaper patrons; 
its techniques; the skills and foibles of its personnel; and the problems 
such as accommodation faced by the reporters. The other record of parlia- 
mentary proceedings, the official JOURNALS, was also analysed. On the 
basis of this analysis of reports and JOURNALS, a methodology was elabor- 
ated which involved collating the reports and integrating them into the 
JOURNALS.* The object of that methodology was to produce a verisimilar 
record of the parliamentary debates and proceedings. Since verbatim 
reporting was virtually unknown, verisimilitude was the only possible goal. 
Various problems were anticipated and their solutions incorporated into 
the methodology. Each methodological step was explained and then imple- 
mented, thus producing the Canadian HANSARD. 

The theoretical methodology remains unchanged for reconstructing the 
debates of the years following 1841, with only some changes in practical 
application. The most important change from one year to the next is the 
basic source material, the newspapers containing the parliamentary reports. 
Twenty newspapers were consulted for the session of 1849, the chief character- 
istics of which are described in the following table. 


*In this way the entire text of the JOURNALS is reproduced in the recon- 
structed HANSARD. Also included are references to Appendices to the 
JOURNALS, although these Appendices, often volumes long, are not repro- 
duced in this work, nor mentioned in our Index. 
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The reasons for including such newspapers as the BATHURST COURIER, 
the HAMILTON SPECTATOR, the MORNING CHRONICLE, the NIAGARA MAIL, the PACKET, 
the PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, the PROVINCIALIST, the ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 
and the STANSTEAD JOURNAL were explained in detail in the Introduction 
to Volume I.. Briefly, they printed parliamentary reports collated from 
various available sources. Thus they provide a check against missing 
debates from single issues or even entire newspaper runs which have not : 
been preserved. 

The technique used to footnote the collated debates does more than 
identify the sources from which material was drawn. The footnotes also 
explain any variations in the methodology, and give certain details use- 
ful for understanding the debates. There are five main rules for foot- 
notes. 1) The transcribed text of each speaker's words is identified. 
When alternate texts are presented, the sources for each text are given. 
When a single speech has been reconstructed from reports in more than 
one newspaper, the source of each specific portion of the speech is 
identified. 2) All alternate sources which have been consulted but 
not selected are noted, except for reports which just copied the JOURNALS. 
Included in the alternate sources mentioned are those papers whose reports 
were either copied, edited or paraphrased from another paper, with the 
original source noted. 3) Commentaries on the debate in question are 
noted, and in a few cases, are transcribed verbatim. 4) The footnotes 
include any additional information necessary to explain the methodology 
adopted in dealing with situations which do not conform to any of the 
models described. 5) One of this project's fundamental assumptions is 
that the JOURNALS' account of proceedings was correct though not always 
complete. However, there are occasional discrepancies between the JOUR- 
NALS and the newspaper reports. These discrepancies are always noted. 

For example, sometimes the names of movers and seconders are different 
in the newspapers and the JOURNALS. In these cases the names cited by 
the newspaper are listed in a footnote. 

The Appendices to each day's proceedings are entirely supplementary | 
to the JOURNALS. The Appendices contain: 1) notices of proposed motions, 
petitions and bills; 2) debates on withdrawn motions; and 3) questions 
and answers. A substantial part of the Appendices consists of notices 
of motions. Debates on withdrawn motions are more interesting because 
they appear nowhere in any official record, whereas the measures of which 
notice was given appear later in the JOURNALS as a normal part of the 
legislative activity. The third category in the Appendices is for ques- 
tions and answers. Despite their importance, they were not recorded in 
the JOURNALS unless incorporated into a formal motion or address. AlIll 
questions and answers reported in the newspapers are included in the 
Appendix for the appropriate day. 

The technical forms of this volume remain unchanged from those of pre- 
ceding volumes: 1) The spelling of speakers' names at the opening of 
each individual speech has been standardized. Changes from the spelling 
in the newspaper are not noted. The names most commonly misspelled in 
newspapers are McNab, Macnab, M'Nab instead of MacNab; McFarlane or 
MacFarlane instead of McFarland; and various spellings of Macdonald. AI1l 


TAY 


spelling of names within a speech is left unchanged, however. 2) Whenever a 
member was reported to have spoken in English or in French, this fact is noted. 
For example, "Mr. Cauchon (in French)", whether or not there exists a report 
of the speech in the language of delivery. 3) A system of double pagination 
is used. The parenthesized page numbers on the left-hand side refer to the 
page of the JOURNALS while the centred number is our own. 4) Five of 

the newspapers are referred to in abbreviated form, the DAILY BRITISH 

WHIG as the BRITISH WHIG, the HAMILTON SPECTATOR AND JOURNAL OF 

COMMERCE as the HAMILTON SPECTATOR, the PILOT AND JOURNAL OF COMMERCE as 

the PILOT, the PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE AND BAY OF QUINTE ADVERTISER as the 
PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, and the ST. CATHARINES AND PORT ROBINSON JOURNAL as 
the ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL. 5) The various parentheses used in the news- 
papers are represented in our text by ( ). 6) Double parentheses always 
contain our own comments, explanatory notes or suggestions. Only the word 
"sic'’ is contained within a single parenthesis. 7) Words such as "expence", 
"controul", "surprize", and "tems" which were misspelled as often as not, 

are reproduced without the word "sic'’. 8) When for the sake of clarity we 
must interpolate a word, we stay as close as possible to the usual style of 
the newspaper. 9) When it is necessary to reconstruct a sentence from 
excerpts drawn from more than one source, the problem of punctuation be- 
comes acute. The strict application of ellipsis, added to the necessary 
footnote number, is both unwieldy and difficult to assimilate at first 
reading. As a result, another means of expressing the ellipsis had to be 
devised. A simple method was adopted, which is also used in sentences which 
are not reproduced in full, but are cut off before the end. Appropriate 
punctuation integrates the various excerpts, replacing the awkward ellipses. 
This editorially imposed punctuation is indicated by the simple expedient 

of placing the footnote reference immediately following the text, but be- 
fore our punctuation. Conversely, whenever a footnote follows punctuation, 
that punctuation has been reproduced from the text of the newspaper. For 
example, the sentence "SIR ALLAN MACNAB said that he would go to town.... 

he meant to the town of Three Rivers....2 as soon as possible....3" becomes 
"SIR ALLAN MACNAB said that he would go to townl, he meant to the town of 
Three Rivers@, as soon as possible3,." 

The style and methodology are designed in all ways to achieve the goal 
of a verisimilar account of the debates of the Legislative Assembly. The 
texts are completely unretouched; even grammatical and spelling errors 
remain uncorrected. One of the reasons for this decision to sacrifice 
style to fidelity was that the reader or student can best use his own 
judgment if he has the original material before him. He can then decide 
how to use the material: he can reproduce it exactly, or he can edit it 
and improve upon its style in whatever way he judges most appropriate. 

The only editing imposed upon the work was never for purposes of literary 
style, but only to render collated passages less disjointed, truncated 

and confusing. The criterion was never that a passage was awkwardly 
phrased, but rather that it was incoherent. For example, even the habit- 
ual tense changes were never altered to make them consistent so that not 
infrequently speakers in one debate are reported each in a different 

tense. Ina fairly typical debate, "Sir Allan MacNab thinks" while "Captain 
Steele said" and 'Mr. Cooke had opposed." The real editing work occurred 


in the earlier stage of the work, when the passages here reproduced as the 
reconstructed debates were selected. Therefore all elegancies of language 
are gratuitous, and such texts were invariably selected for content and not 
because of the felicity with which they were expressed. 

This manuscript was typed in its final form by Mrs. Jenny Williams, 
Mrs. Joan Riley and Miss Margaret Mackinnon. Miss Irene Bilas prepared 
and typed the very complex subject index. Mrs. Louise Moreau and Miss Lynne 
Marler also assisted in the production of this volume. The following pages 
are a testimony to their careful labour and patience. 
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1. Daly resigned and left Canada. 


2. Brooks died 22 March 1849, Alexander Tilloch Galt was elected on 17 


April 1849 in his place. 


Cartier was elected on 7 April 1848, replacing James Leslie who was 
appointed to the Legislative Council. 


Fergusson was declared duly elected 8 February 1849, Webster resigned 
18 January 1849 and his election was declared null and void on 8 February. 


Méthot was elected on 9 June 1848, to replace T.C. Aylwin who was appointed 
to the Court of Queen's Bench (Superior Court) in L.C., on 26 April 1848. 


Polette was elected on April 26, 1848, no member having been elected at 
the general elections. 
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THURSDAY, 18 JANUARY 1849. 


(1) 
Message to_attend A MESSAGE from Hts Excellency the Governor 
Hts Excellency. General, by Fredertck Starr Jarvis, Esqutre, 





Gentlemen Usher of the Black Rod: 


Mr. Speaker, 
Hts Excellency the Governor General destres the immediate atten- 
dance of thts Honorable House tn the Legtslative Counetl Chamber. 
Aecordingly, Mr. Speaker, wtth the House, went to the Counctl 
Chamber:1-- And being returned; 


Montreal, Mr. Speaker Acquatnted the House, That, 
Quebec, North Pursuant to the Orders of the House of the 

and South Ridings last Sesston, he had tssued hts Warrants to the 
of York, Verchéres, Clerk of the Crown tn Chancery, to make out new 
Terrebonne, Kent, Writs for the electton of Members to serve tn 
Three Rivers, and the Present Provinetal Parliament, in the room 
Oxford Writs. of Members whose seats had become vacant; 


and that the Clerk of thts House had recetved from 
the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery the followtng Certiftcates of Return 
of Members elected upon the satd new Wrtts:-- 


Certificate o Provinee of Canada. 

the Return of Offtce of the Clerk of the Crown tn Chancery, 
Mr. Lafontaine Montreal, 31st March, 1848. 
for Montreal. Inte 138 CO CertLjy, that in virtue of alwrit 


of Eleetton, dated the ftfteenth March, instant, 
tssued by Hts Excellency the Governor General, and dtreected to the 
Returning Offteer for the City of Montreal, (Alexandre Maurice Deltsle, 
Esqutre,) for the election of one Member to represent the City of 
Montreal tn the present Parltament, in the room of the Honorable 
Louts Htppolyte LaFontatne, Esquire, who had vacated hts seat, by 
hts acceptance of the office of Her Majesty's Attorney General for 
that part of thts province formerly called the Province of Lower 
Canada, the Honorable_Louts Htppolyte LaFontaine, Esqutre, has been 
returned as duly elected accordingly, as appears by the return to 
the satd Writ, dated the twenty-etghth day of March tnstant whtch 
ts lodged of record in my office. 

FELIX FORTIER, 


CREA GH 
To W Lindsay, Esqutre, 
erase of the Legtslative Assembly. 
Certtftcate o Province of Canada. 
the Return_of Office of the Clerk of the Crown Chancery, 
Mr. Aylwin for Montreal, 5th April, 1848. 
Quebec. This ts to certtfy, that in virtue of a 


Wrtt of Election, dated the fifteenth day of 
March last past, issued by Hits Excellency the Governor General, and 
directed to the Returning Officer for the City of Quebec, (Archtbald 
Campbell, Esqutre, ) for the electton of one Member to represent the 
satd city of Quebee tn the present Parliament, tn the room of 


Thomas Cushing Aylwin, Esqutre, nD had vacated hts seat, by hts accep- 
tance of the office of Her Majesty's Soltettor General for that part of 
thts Province formerly called Lower Canada, the Honorable Thomas Cushing 
Aylwin, Esquire, has been returned as s duly elected accordingly, as appears 
by the return to the satd Writ, dated the twenty-etghth day of March now 
last past, whitch ts lodged of record in my office. 

FELIX FORTIER, 


Coie. Gr. 

To W.B. Lindsay, Esqutre, 

Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. 
Certificate of Provinee of Canada. 
the Return of Offtee of the Clerk of the Crown tn Chancery, 
Mr. Baldwin Montreal, 10th Aprtl, 1848. 
for the North This 1s to certify, that tm veriercy ree 
Riding of York. of Eleectton, dated ftfteenth day of March last past, 


tssued by Hts Excellency the Governor General, and 
dtrected to the Returning Officer for the North Riding of the County of 
York, (Michael Empey, Esqutre,) for the eleectton of one Member to represent 
the satd Rtding tn the present Parltament, in the room of the Honorable 
Robert Baldwin, Esquire, who had vacated hts seat, by his acceptance of the 
office of Her Majesty's Attorney General for that part of thts Province 
called Upper Canada, the Honorable Robert Baldwin, Esqutre, has been re- 
turned oo duly elected accordingly, as appears by the return to the satd 
Wett, dated the first day of April tnstant, whtch ts lodged of record in 


my offtce. 





FELIX FORTIER, 


GsOeGs 
To W.B. Lindsay, Esqutre, 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. 
(2) 
Certificate of Provinee of Canada. 
the Return of Offtce of the Clerk of the Crown tn Chancery, 
Mr) Price fer Montreal 10th Aprtl, 1848. 
the South Riding Thts ts to certify, that tn virtue of a Writ of 
Of York: Eleetton, dated the fifteenth day of March last, 


tssued by Hts Excellency the Governor General, and 
dtrected to the Returning Officer for the South Riding of the County of 
York, (Amos Thorne, Esqutre,) for the eleetton of one Member to represent 
the satd Riding in the present Parltament, tn the room of James Hervey 
Prvee, Requerc, who had vacated hts seat, by hts acceptance of e of the offtee of 
Her Majesty's Commissioner of Crown Lands for this Province, the Honorable 
James Hervey Price, Hsqutre, has been returned as duly elected accordingly, 
as appears by the return to the satd Writ, dated the thirty-first day of 
March now last past, whtch ts lodged of record tn my office. 
FELIX FORTIER, 
CiGee 








To W.B. Lindsay, Esquire, 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. 


Certtftcate_ of Provitnee of Canada. 
the Return of Office of the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, 


Mr. Carter for Montreal, 15th April, 1848. 
Verchéres. This ts to certify, that tn virtue of a Wrttios 


Eleetton, dated the fifteenth day of March last, issued by His Excellency 
the Governor General, and directed to the Returning Officer for the County 
of Verchéres, (Pterre Menard, Esquire) for the electton of one Member 

to represent the satd County tn the present Parltanent, in the room of the 
Honorable James Lesite, Esquire, who had vacated hts seat, by hts accep- 
tance of the office of Chatrman of the Committee of the Executive Council 
for thts Province, George Ettenne Cartier, Esquire, has been returned 

as duly elected accordingly, as appears by the return to the satd Writ, 
dated the seventh day of April tnstant, whteh ts lodged of record in my 
offtee. 





FELIX FORTIER, 


C.C ab 
To W Lindsay, Esquire, 
Bape: of the Legtslattve Assembly. 
Certificate o Provinee of Canada. 
the Return_of Office of the Clerk of the Crown tn Chancery, 
Mr. Viger for | Montreal, 18th April, 1848. 
Terrebonne. Thts ts to certify, that in virtue of a Writ of 


Election, dated the fifteenth day of March last, 
tssued by His Excellency the Governor General, and dtrected to the 
Returning Offtcer for the County of Terrebonne, (Louts Marteau, Esqutre,) 
for the election of one Member to represent the satd County of Terrebonne 
tn the present Parltament, tn the room of the Honorable Louts Htppolyte 
LaFontatne, Esqutre, who had vacated his seat, by hts acceptance of the 
offtce of Her Majesty's Attorney General for that part of thts Province 
formerly called the Provinee of Lower Canada, the Honorable Louts Mitchel 
Viger, Esqutre, has been returned to the satd Writ, dated the fourteenth 
day of Aprtl tnstant, whitch ts lodged of record in my office. 


FELIX FORTIER, 














Ge Cais 
To W. Lindsay, Esqutre, 
Eh of the Legtslattve Assembly. 
Certificate o Provinee of Canada. 
the Return _of Office of the Clerk of the Crown in chancery, 
Mr. Cameron Montreal, 18th April, 1848. 
for Kent. Thts ts to certtfy, that tn virtue of a Writ of 


Eleetton, dated the twentieth day of March last, and 
directed to the Returning Offteer for the County of Kent, (John Waddell, 
Esqutre,) for the election of one Member to represent the satd County of 
Kent tn the present Parltament, in the room of the Honorable Malcolm 
Cameron, Esquire, who had vacated his seat, by hts acceptance of the office 
of Her Majesty's Asststant Commisstoner of Publte Works of thts Province, 
the Honorable Maleolm Cameron, Esquire, has been returned as duly elected 
accordingly, as appears by the return to the satd Writ, dated the tenth 


day of Aprtl instant, whtch lodged of record tn my office. 


FELIX FORTIER, 
Coase 











To W. B. Lindsay, Esqutre, 
Clerk of the Legtslattve Assembly. 


Certificate of Provinee of Canada. 

the Return of Office of the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, 
Mr. Polette for Montreal, 29th April, 1848. 
Three Rivers. Thts ts to certtfy, that tn virtue of a Writ of 


Election, dated the twenty-etghth day of March last, 
tssued by His Excellency the Governor General, and directed to the Returning 
Officer for the Town of Three Rivers, (Valére Guillet, Esqutre,) for the 
election of one Member to represent the satd Town of Three Rivers in the 
present Parliament, the Returning Officer at the last General Eleetton 
not having returned any Member to serve for the satd Town, Antotne Polette, 
Esquire, has been returned as duly elected accordingly, as appears by the 
return to the said Writ, dated the twenty-stxth day of April tnstant, 
whteh ts lodged of record tn my office. 





FELIX FORTIER, 





Cnt. €. 
To W. B. Lindsay, Esquire, 
Clerk of the Legtslative Assembly. 
Certificate of Province of Canada. 
the Return_of Office of the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, 
Mr, Hineks for Montreal, 4th May, 1848. 
Oxford. Thie ts to certtfy> thatein vircuesoja WrecioT 


Electton, dated the twenty-fourth day of March last, 
tssued by Hts Excellency the Governor General, and directed to the Returning 
Offtcer for the County of Oxford, (Jared Vinnitng, Esqutre,) for the election 
of one Member to represent the satd County of Oxford tn the present Parilta- 
ment, tn the room of the Honorable Franets Hineks, Esqutre, who had vacated 
hits seat, by hts acceptance of the office of Her Majesty's Inspector General 
of Publte Accounts for the satd Province, the Honorable Francts Htneks, 
Esquire, has been returned as duly elected accordingly, as appears by the 
return to the satd Writ, dated the twenty-etghth day of Aprtl, whtch ts 
lodged of record tn my office. 

FELIX FORTIER, 


Gale Gs 
To W. B. Lindsay, Esqutre, 
Clerk of the Legtslattve Assembly. 
Writs tssued in Mr. Speaker the acquatnted the douse, That 
the Recess. durtng the Recess he had also tssued hts Warrants to 


the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, to make out new 
Writs for the electton of Members to serve tn the present Provitnetal Parltia- 
ment, tn the room of the Honorable_Thomas Cushing Aylwin, Member for the 
City of Quebec, who had accepted the office of Putsné Judge of the Court 
of Queen's Teehench for the Dtstriet of Quebec, also, in the room of William 
Hume Blake, Esqutre, Member for the East Riding of the County of York, 
who had accepted the office of Her Majesty's Soltettor General for r Canada 
West; also, in the room of Lewis T. Drummond, Esquire, Member for the 
County of Shefford, who had accepted the offtce of Her Majesty's Soltcttor 
General for Lower Canada; also, tn the room of the Honorable Mare Paschal de 
Sales Laterrtére, Member for the County of Saguenay, who had accepted the 








(3) 
office of Deputy Adjutant General of Militta; and also, in the room of 
Willtan Hamtlton Merritt, Esqutre, Member for the County of Lincoln, who 
had accepted the office of Prestdent of the Executive Council for the 
Province of Canada; and that the Clerk of thts House had received from 
the Clerk of the Crown tn Chancery, the following Certtficates of Returns 
of Members elected during the satd Recess, upon the satd new Wrtts:-- 





Certifteate o Provinee of Canada. 

the Return of Office of the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, 
Mr, Méthot for Montreal, 16th June, 1848. 
Quebec. Thts ts to certtfy, that in virtue of a Writ of 


Eleetton, dated the twelfth day of May last past, 
tssued by Hts Excellency the Governor General, and directed to the Return- 
ing Officer for the City of Quebec, (Archtbald Campbell, Esqutre,) for 
the eleectton of one Member to vepre represent the satd City of Quebec in the 
present Parliament, tn the room of the Honorable Thomas Cushing Aylwin, 
Esquire who, stnce hts last electton as Representative of the satd City 
of Quebec, had vacated hits seat tn the satd Parltanent, by hts acceptance 
of Putsné Judge of the Court of Queen's Bench for the District of Quebec, 
Frangots Xavter Méthot, Esquire, has been returned as duly elected accord- 
tingly, as appears by the return to the satd Writ, dated the ninth day of 
June tnstant, whtch ts lodged of record in my office. 

FELIX FORTIER, 
CoC.C. 
To W. B. Lindsay, Esquire, 
Clerk of the Legtslattve Assembly. 


Certificate of Province of Canada. 
the Return of Office of the Clerk of the Crown tn Chancery. 


Mr, Blake for Montreal, 10th July, 1848, 
the East Riding Thts ts to certtfy, that in virtue of a. Writ of 
of York. Eleetton, dated the stxteenth of June last past, 

tssued by Hts Excellency the Governor General, and 
adtrected to the Returning Officer for the East Riding of the County of York, 
(Francts Leys, Esquitre,) for the election of one Member to represent the 
satd Hast Riding of the satd County in the present Parltament, tn the room 
of Willtam Hume Blake, Esquire who had vacated hts seat, by the acceptance 
of the office of Her Majesty's Soltettor General for Canada West, Willtam 
Hume Blake, Esqutre, has been returned as duly elected accordingly, as 
appears re by the return to the satd Writ, dated the fifth day of July instant, 
whtch ts lodged of record tn my office. 





FELIX FORTIER, 
G e G e C J 


To W. B. Lindsay, Esqutre, 
reese of the Legtslattve Assembly. 


Certificate of Provinee of Canada. 
the Return_of Offtce of the Clerk of the Crown tn Chancery, 


Mr. Drummond Montreal, 28th July, 1848. 

for Sherfford. This ts to certify, that tn virtue of a Writ of 
Eleetton, dated the nineteenth day of June last past, 

tssued by Hts Excellency the Governor General, and directed to the Returning 


Officer of the County of Shefford, (Horace Lyman, Esqutre) for the election 
of one Member to represent the satd County in the present Parltament, in 

the room of Lewis T. Drwnmond, Esqutre, who, since hts electton for the satd 
County, vacated hts seat, by his acceptance of the offtce of Her Majesty's 
Soltettor General for that part of the Province heretofore constituting 

the Province of Lower Canada, Lewis T. Drummond, Esquire, has been re- 
turned as duly elected accordingly, as appears by the return to the satd 


Wett, dated the eleventh day of July tnstant, whitch ts lodged of record 
tn my of ftce. 








FELIX FORTIER, 


CoGals 
To W. B. Lindsay, Esquire, 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. 
Certificate of Provinee of Canada. 
the Return of Office of the Clerk of the Crown tn Chancery, 
Mr. Laterrtére Montreal, 9th September, 1848. 
for Saguenay. Thts ts to certtfy, that tn virtue of a Writ of 


Electton, dated the ftfth day of August now last past, 
tssued by His Excellency the Governor General, and dtrected to the Returning 
Officer for the County of Saguenay, (Charles Pierre Huot, Esqutre,) for the 
electton of one Member to represent the satd County of Saguenay tn the 
present Parltament, in the room of the Honorable _Mare Paschal de Sales 


Laterrtére, who, stnce hts election for the satd County, had aecepted the 
office of Deputy Adjutant General of Mtlitta wtthin and for the Provtnce 








turned as duly elected accordingly, as appears by the return to the satd 
Wrtt, dated the fifth day of September tnstant, whtch ts lodged of record 
tn my office. 
FELIX FORTIER, 
CsCal. 


To W. B. Lindsay, Esqutre, 
Clerk of the Legtslattve Assembly. 


Certificate _of Provinee of Canada. 
the Return of Office of the Clerk of the Crown tn Chancery. 


Mr. Merritt for Montreal, 11th Oetober, 1848. 
Lincoln. This ts to certtfy, that tn virtue of a Writ of 
Eleetton, dated the ntneteenth day of September now 
last past, tssued by Hts Excellency the Governor General, and directed to 
the Returning Officer for the County of Lincoln, (Eltas S. Adams, Esqutre,) 
for the election of one Member to represent the satd County of Lincotin, 
in the present Parliament, in the room of Willian Hamilton Merritt, Esquire, 
who, since hts election for the said County, had accepted the office of 
Prestdent of the Committee of the Executive Counctl of Her Majesty tn and 
for the Province of Canada, the Honorable William Hamilton Merritt, Esqutre, 
has been returned as duly elected accordingly, as appears by the return 
to the satd Writ, dated the sixth of October instant, which is lodged of 
record in my office. 





FELIX FORTIER, 
G.U.G.s 


To W. B. Lindsay, Esquire, 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. 


Members take The Honorable Louts H. LaFontaine, Member for the 
thetr seats. City of Montreal; the Honorable Robert Baldwin, 
Member for the North Riding of the County of York; 
the Honorable James H. Price, Member for the South Riding of the County of 
York; George &. Cartter, Esquire, Member for the County of Verchéres; the 
‘Honorable Louts M. Viger, Member for the County of Terrebonne; the Honor- 


aie eos fete 
able Malcolm Cameron, Member for the County of Kent; Antotne Polette, Es- 


quire, Member for the Town of Three Rivers; the Honorable Francis Hincks, 
Member for the County of Oxford; Francis Xavter Méthot, Esqutre, Member 
for the City of Quebec; William Hume Blake, Esquire, Member for the East 
Riding of the County of York; Lewts T. _ Drummond, Esqutre, Member for the 
County of Shefford; and the Honorable William Hamilton Merritt, Member for 
the County of Lincoln, having previously taken the Oath, according to law 
and subsertbed before the Commtsstoners the Roll containing the same, took 
thetr seats tn the House. 











(4) 
Restgnatton o Mr. Speaker communtcated to the House, a Paper 
a Member. purporting to be the restgnatton of Joseph Webster, 


Esqutre, Member representing the County of Waterloo, 
whtch ts as followeth:-- 
To the Honorable the Speaker of the Legtslattve Assembly of the Province 
of Canada, -- 

As empowered by 4 & 5 Vie. cap. 4, I hereby declare that I restgn my 
seat as Representative tn thts present Parltament for the County of Waterloo. 
Witness my hand and seal, at Fergus, tn the satd County of Waterloo, 

District of Wellington, and Province of Canada, this etghth day of January, 


eek JAMES WEBSTER. 


In presence of 
Thomas W. Valentine, 
Gilbert Hunter. 2 


MR. H. BOULTON thought that the letter should not have been read, as it 
was not worth anything, and he trusted it would not be entered on the 
Journals without some resolution declaring it to be worthless. If the Stand- 
ing Committees had been appointed he would have moved that it be referred 
to the Committee on Privileges. 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN.-- Je crois que M. Webster ayant adressé cette 
lettre 4 l'orateur, il était du devoir de ce dernier, de la soumettre 4 
cette Chambre. 


MR. H. BOULTON.-- Je n'avais pas l'intention de jeter du blame sur 
l'orateur, mais ce n'était qu'une suggestion que je voulais faire. 


(4) 
Justtce of the Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Attorney General — 
Peace Oath of Baldwin have leave to bring in a Bill to provide 
Office Beil. for the admintstration of the Oath of Office to 


persons appointed to be Justices of the Peace in 
thts Province. 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time. 


Mr. Speaker Mr. Speaker reported, That when the House dtd 
reports Hts attend Hts Excellency the Governor General, this 
Excellency 's day, tn the Legtslative Counctl Chamber, Hts Excel- 
Speech. lency was pleased to make a Speech to both Houses 


of the Provinetal Parliament, of whtch Mr. Speaker 
satd he had, to prevent mtstakes, obtained a copy, whtch he read to the 
House, as followeth:-- 


Honorable Gentlemen of the Legtslative Council, 

Gentlemen of the Legtslative Assembly, 

I have much sattsfactton tn informing you, that wntnterrupted tran- 
qutlltty has prevatled in the Province durtng the Recess. 

The proofs whtch the people of Canada have furntshed during thts 
pertod of general excttement and dtsqutetude, of thetr love of order, and 
of the attachment they bear to thetr instttuttons, wtll tend, I trust, 
to establtsh the credit of the Provinee on a firmer basts, and to promote 
tts prospertty. 

I am authorized to state for your tnformation, that tt ts Her Majesty's 
purpose to exerctse the prerogative of Mercy in favor of all persons who 
are still ltable to penal consequences for poltttcal offences, artstng out 
of the unfortunate occurrences of 1837 and 1838; and I have the Queen's 
commands to tnutte you to concur wtth me tn passtng as Act to gtve full 
effect to Her Majesty's most gractous tntenttons. 

It affords me much pleasure to state, that tn compltance with the 
destre of the local Legtslature expressed in a jotnt Address of the two 
Houses of the Provtnetal Parltament, the Impertal Parltament has passed 
an Act repealing the Clause tn the Unton Act whtch tmposed restrtcttons 
on the use of the French Language. 

I have been tn communtcatton, during the Recess, wtth Her Majesty's 
Princtpal Secretary of State for the Colontes, and with the Lteutenant 
Governors of Nova Seotia and New Brunswick, on the subject of the Pro- 
vinetal Post Office, and I am enabled to tnform you, that on the meeting 
of the Impertal Parltament steps wtll be taken for conferring on the 
Provinetal Authortttes the enttre control and management of thts Depart- 
ment. I trust that when the necessary arrangements for effecting thts 
object shall have been completed, tt may be found practicable to establish 
a low and untform Rate of Postage for the Brittsh North Amertcan Provinces. 

I am dtsposed to belteve that an tnerease tn the Representatton would 
be attended wtth constderable advantage to the public interests; and I 
recommend thts subject, whtch ts one of no ordtnary tmportance, to your 
best constderatton. 

It gtves me much gratification to state, that the opposttton man- 
tfested at one time tn certain parts of Lower Canada, to the School Act, 
has in a great measure subsided. I am of opinion, nevertheless, that 
thts Act may, with advantage, be amended tn some of its detatls, and I 
feel confident that you will readily consent to make such alterations 
in tt as shall render it as little as posstble onerous to the Rate-payer, 
without, however, compromtsing the tmportant prinetple which it has con- 
secrated, tn securing for all the youth of thts seetton of the Province, 
the blessing of Edueatton. 





Among the subjects whitch will probably engage your attention, are the 
system of Judtcature tn both secttons of the Province--the Laws for the 
regulation of Muntetpalttties, and the Constitutton of the University of 
King's College. 

The Offtcers employed tn exploring the Country beteen Quebec and 
Halifax, with the view of discovering the best line for a Ratlway to 
eomnect these two potnts, have presented a Report whtch contains much 
valuable information, and sets forth tn a strong light the advantages of 
the proposed undertaking. I shall lay tt before you, together with a 
Despateh from the Secretary of State for the Colontes expressive of the 
interest taken by Her Majesty's Government in the execution of this great 
work. 


Gentlemen of the Legtslative Assembly, 

I shall dtrect the Publie Accounts, with the estimates for the year, 
to be latd before you. 

I rely on your readiness to grant the Suppltes whtch are necessary 
for the Publte Service. 


Honorable Gentlemen, and Gentlemen, 

I have observed, wtth much concern, that Canada has parttetpated largely 
tn the Commertcal depresston by whtch the past year has been so unfavor- 
ably characterized. 

I have not fatled to tmpress on Her Majesty's Mintsters the urgent 
necesstty whitch extsts for the removal of such provistons from the Imperial 
Statute Book, as may tend to restrict the Commerce of the Province, by 
checking the resort of foretgn Shipping to its Ports in search of fretght; 
and I have much satisfaction in stating that my representattons on thts 
head have been cordtally responded to by the Queen's Government. 

Among the measures which seem to mertt the attention of the Provinctal 
Parliament at the present time, as being calculated to ratse the credit of 
the Province, to extend tts trade, and to contribute to the developement 
of tts resources, I recommend to your constderatton the following as 
spectally tmportant. 

The provitston of such funds as may be requtred for the completton 
of the St. Lawerence Canals, at the earliest period. These great works 
may, tt ts belteved, be so far perfected at a small addittonal expense as 
to permit vessels drawing nine feet on the outwards, and etght feet on 
the tnwards voyage, to pass from Lake Erte to the Ocean, soon after the 
opening of the navigation. When thts object shall be accomplished, 

Canada wtll possess an Inland Navitgatton unparalleled in capactty and 
length, and connecting the marts of a Commerce to the growth of whitch tt 
ts tmposstble to asstgn limtts. 

The enactment of a Law authortzing the altenatton of works of a purely 
loeal character which have been executed at the cost of the Province, 
and giving the Government such powers as may be necessary for the re- 
organtzatton of the Provitnetal Debt, and creatton of an effictent Sink- 
tng Fund. This Debt has been contracted not in the prosecutton of costly 
wars, whether of defence or aggresston, but in the construction of works 
of utility, the more important of whtch can hardly fatl, when completed, 
to prove remmerative. The extstence of a large revenue dertved from 
Customs, places the creditor of the Canadian Publie tn a very advanta- 
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(5) 
geous posttton, whtch will be improved when the prinetple of a Stinking 
Fund ts brought tnto acttve operation. 

The amendnent of the extsttng Immigration Act, with a view to the 
removal of such provtstons as tend to prevent Immigrants who propose to 
settle tn Canada, or the Western States of the Unton, from proceeding to 
thetr destination by the route of the St. Lawerence. The Passenger 
Trade is an tmportant branch of the trade tnwards, whtch cannot be dtis- 
couraged without prejudice to the trade outwards. I shall not fatl to 
make every exertion whtch the interests of the public health will permit, 
to reduce the expenditure of the Immtgratton Department to the scale of 
the years preceding 1847, when a passenger tax, constderably less onerous 
than that now levted, wtth the occastonal addition of a small grant from 
the Publte Treasury, sufftced to cover tt. 

I would further recommend for your constderatton the expedtency of 
setting apart a portton of the Publte Domain, in order that the Revenue 
derived from the sales thereof may form a Fund, the tnterest of whitch 
shall be applted to the support of Common Schools. It may probably be 
deemed advtsable to authorize the Government to tnvest the Capttal art- 
sting from thts source, etther in the Stoeks of the Province or tn those 
of some of the prinetpal Ratlways, the constructton of whteh has been 
sancttoned by Parltament. 

In maturing these and all kindred measures which have the promotton 
of the moral and economtcal well-betng of the people of thts tmportant 
Province for thetr object, you wtll find me ever wtlling and destrous to 
co-operate with you. In the possesston of a Revenue dertved from so 
many independent sources, and exempt from numerous charges that wetgh 
heavily on the resources of other commmittes, Canada enjoys great 
and stngular advantages. May we hope that, under God's blessing, our 
eae oe may be so directed as to enable her to reap the full benefit 
of them. 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN rose and said, that in England it was customary 
to move the Address in answer-to the Speech immediately after it had been 
communicated to the House, but here there had always been a lapse of a 
day or two between receiving it and moving the Address in answer, and he 
did not like to depart from the course which had been pursued here, more 
especially then, when the House was so thin, and so many members absent. 
He proposed that the Speech should be taken into consideration to-morrow, 
but if any party, intending to propose any amendment to the Address, 
wished for a longer delay, he would be willing to grant it. 


MR. BADGLEY suggested that the consideration of the Speech should be 
deferred,to Monday, in consequence of the absence of a great number of 
Members. 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN assented, and moved that the House do take 
the Speech of His Excellency into consideration Monday next.? 


(5) 
On motion of the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin, seconded by 
Mr. Soltettor General Drummond, 
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Speech to be Ordered, That the Speech of His Excellency the 
constdered. Governor General, to both Houses of the Pro- 


vinetal Legislature, be taken tnto constder- 
atton on Monday next. 


Pettttions The following Petitions were severally brought 
brought up. up and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. Notman,--The Petttton of Adan J. Fergusson, Esqutre and others 
Electors of the County of Waterloo. 

By Mr, Macdonald, of Glengarry,--The Petition of Willtam K. Mackenzte, 
of L'Orignal, tn the County of Prescott, Esqutre. 

By the Honorable Mr. Cameron, of Kent,--The Petition of T. M. Daly 
and others, of North Easthope and other Townshtps, tn the County of Huron, 
and of the Government Lands north of the eastern section of the District 
of Huron; the Petition of James Dougall and others, of Amherstburg and 
tts vicinity, in the Western District; the Petttton of John Ireton and 
others, of the Tounshtp of Verulam; the Petttion of Thomas Horner and 
others, of the Townshtp of Anderdon, in the Western District; the Petttton 
of Willtam Ketchum and others, of the Townshtp of Bosanquet; the Petition 
of John Sloan and others, of the Townshtp of Anderdon, Western District; 
and the Petttton of Thomas Boyle and others, Members of the Total Abstt- 
nence Soctety of Malden. 

By Mr, Davitgnon,--The Petition of Messteurs_J. G. Mackenzte and 
Company, and others, of Montreal. 

By Mr. Jobin,--The: Petition of J. C. Bachand and others, of the 
District of Montreal, Notartal Students; and the Petition of the Reverend 
Messire St. Germain, Curé of the Partsh of St. Laurent, County of Montreal. 

By Mr, Solicitor General Drummond,--The Petition of the Reverend 
David Gtbbs and others, of Granby and vtetntty; and the Pettitton of 
J. Bte. ~ Cadieux de Courville, of the Township of Orford. 

“By Mr. Notm Notman, n,--The Petition of John Burwell, of Port Burwell, Esquire. 








Postage on On motton of Mr, Smtth, of Frontenac, seconded 
Letters to and by Mr. Seott, of Two Mountains, 
jee ee Ordered, That the Clerk be directed to charge to the 


Contingenctes of the House, the Postage on all 

Letters not exceeding one ounce tn wetght, and on printed papers, to and 
from Members of the House, durtng the present Sesston; provided that 
when Pettttons to thts House are enclosed, the postage thereon shall be 
charged without restrtctton as to wetght. 

Then, on motion of the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin, seconded 
by the Honorable Mr. Attorney General LaFontatne, 

The House adjourned. 


APPENDIX: 18 JANUARY 1849. 


((NOTICE OF BILLS RE: AMENDMENT OF LOWER CANADA LAWS OF EVID- 
ENCE.) )10 


MR. BADGLEY gave notice that he qatended to bring in Bills to amend 
the Law of Evidence in Lower Canadal : 


((NOTICE OF BILL RE: AMENDMENT OF LAWS OF PATENTS.))12 


MR. BADGLEY.--M. l'orateur, je demande la permission de présenter un 
projet de loi pour amender les lois sur les patentes.13 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN.--Je sais que la coutume en Angleterre, et que 
l'on a pour habitude de suivre ici, est de passer immédiatement 4 la 
discussion sur le discours du gouverneur, néanmoins, vi l'absence d'un 
grand nombre de membres, je fais motion qu'on le prenne en considération 
demain; pourtant, si quelqu'un désirait que la Chambre le fit plutdt, je 
n'y aurais pas d'objection.1 


MR. BADGLEY.--Si 1l'honorable membre y consent, je proposerai qu'on le 
fasse lundi prochain. 15 


Le Chambre accepte cette peopositi cate. 


((NOTICE OF RESOLUTIONS ON STATE OF canapa.))?/ 


M. CHRISTIE.--Je donne avis que je proposerai les résolutions suivantes, 
le 14 février prochain. 18 

Resolved, Firstly.-- That, considering the amount of Public Debt and 
interest thereof, exceeding £150,000 per annum, and the other fixed and 
permanent charges to which the Province is pledged, together with the 
state of the Revenue and Resources, it is, in the opinion of the House, 
expedient to suspend all Public Works, those of indispensable necessity 
expected, until such time as the circumstances of the Country will admit 
of their being resumed with a prospect of their completion, without a 
recurrence to further loans for the purpose. 

Secondly.-- That it is expedient also to reduce the expenses of the 
Legislature--of the Civil List and the ordinary annual charges of the 
Civil Government of the Province, as far as may be consistent with the 
due efficiency of the Public Service. 

Thirdly.--That in conformity with the above, it is expedient to reduce 
all salaries exceeding £500 currency, by at least one half the excess over 
that amount. 

Fourthly.--That it is expedient to fund all Fees of Office, and to. allow 
fixed Salaries in lieu thereof, to the incumbents. 

Fifthly.--That the Salary paid from the Consolidated Revenue Fund of 
this Province, to Her Majesty's Governor General thereof, is excessive, 
disproportionate to the means of the Province, and burdensome to it, and 
that in the opinion of this House, the Salary to Her Majesty's Repre- 
sentative in this Province ought to be defrayed from the Imperial Treasury. 
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Sixthly.-- That the Attorneys and Solicitors General, as the principal 
Law Officers of the Crown in this Province, are in matters of law, and in 
legal questions of public interest, the responsible Advisers of the Exec- 
utive Government thereof, and as such are referred to frequently by it, as 
well in cases where private rights are concerned, as in those of a public 
nature. That in the opinion of the House they therefore ought not to 
take the lead, conduct, nor participate in the political business of the 
Government, nor ex officio to occupy seats in the Executive Council, nor 
to deliberate therein as Members thereof; but to be exempt therefrom, 
and restricted to the official duties appertaining to their station in Her 
Majesty's Courts of Law, which are now, by reason of the attention of those 
Officers to the political business of the Government, performed by sub- 
stitution and at great additional expense to the Country, and that they 
should be professionally consulted only in legal matters by the Executive, 
when for its information and guidance it may be necessary to refer to them 
for their opinion and report thereupon, and which, in the opinion of this 
House should be as free of all suspicion of any political bias, as are and 
ought to be, the decisions of the Judges of Her Majesty's Law Courts. 

Seventhly.-- That, in like manner, the Commissioners of Public Works, 
whose functions are immediately connected with, and subordinate to, the 
Executive Council, and who, being directly accountable to it for all 
contracts they may enter into, and public monies expended by them pursuant 
thereto, ought also, in the opinion of this House, to be relieved from 
serving in the same Council, and from deliberating therein as Members thereof, 
their positions as Members of the said Executive Council being incongruous, 
if not incompatible with their just and necessary responsibilities towards 
seb 

Eighthly.-- That Her Majesty's Executive Council in the Province, 
besides uniting in itself functions, that in England are divided between 
Her Majesty's Privy Council and the Ministerial Cabinet, constituted as 
it is, solely of salaried Officials, Heads of Departments, is subject to 
the suspicion of mercenary, as well as undue party influences, in the conduct 
of public affairs, and is in fact a Bureaucracy of political partizans, not 
only ill-adapted to promote the peace, welfare and good government of the 
Province, but absolutely of a character to agitate and unsettle it. 

Ninthly.-- That, in the opinion of this House, the introduction into 
the said Executive Council, of at least a number equal to that of the 
officials therein, of unpaid and non-stipendiary Members, independent of 
the Executive, selected from among the most eminent in the agricultural, 
commercial and industrial interests in the Province, would prove a salutary 
reform in the constitution and character of the said Executive Council, 
and entitle it to a greater portion of the public confidence and support, 
than, under its present organization, it can be expected ever to acquire. 

Tenthly.-- That, in the opinion of this House, the examples set by 
previous administrations, in making the Ministerial post, or office, of the 
Executive Councillor, a stepping stone to non-political offices of the highest 
grade and emolument, and of permanent tenure, and in particular those of the 
present Administration, immediately upon their attainment to power, in con- 
ferring Judgeships upon two of their colleagues, are instances not only 
elusive of the responsibilities sought for and assumed, and a conversion to 
sordid and selfish purposes, of the important trust confided to them, by 
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turning their position, as Constitutional Advisers of the Queen's Represen- 
tative, to private account in helping themselves to profitable retirements 
from their political pursuits; but they are also of a nature to bring 

into disrepute the Judgment Seat, by throwing it open, rather to the com- 
petition of political agitation and intrigue than to professional worth 
and eminence; and are, moreover, evidences of a policy derogatory to Her 
Majesty's Government, making it that of a party, and avowedly protective 

of party interest, with equal if not greater zeal than those of the public, 
holding out, with a view to perpetuate their own power as a principle, and 
the policy by which they are to be guided in the administration of the 
Government, a preference for partizans over all others, in their appoint- 
ments to office under the crown; against all which this House deem it to 
be its bounden duty to record the expression of its disapprobation, and to 
protest, as unfitting to be drawn into precedent hereafter, or practically 
followed, and in fact of a nature to bring into contempt the existing 
system of so-called "Responsible Government," and truly to characterize it 
a tendency to enslave the country, reduce the Representative of the Sov- 
ereign to the level of an agent to the political party for the time being 
prevailing--convert the royal patronage into "sport," to stimulate and reward 
the agitation of political partizans and adventurers; and finally to super- 
sede, by a democracy in disguise, the just and constitutional authority of 
the Sovereign of this Province. 

Eleventhly.-- That, in the opinion of this House, the Law expenses or 
costs of Justice generally, in all Her Majesty's Law Courts throughout the 
Province, are an exorbitant tax and grievance upon the people thereof, 
requiring the immediate attention of Her Majesty's Executive Government, and 
measures of redress, and that an Humble Address, on the subject, be presented 
to His Excellency the Governor General, accordingly. 

Twelfthly.-- That it is expedient to erect a Tribunal or Jurisdiction 
in this Province for the trial of Impeachments. 

Thirteenthly.-- That this House renews its vote, with respect to the 
abolition of the Feudal Tenure, of the 28th July, 1841, as follows:-- 

ist, Resolved,-- That from the increasing improvement of the Country, 
and from the abuses which have grown out of the operation of the Tenure 
of Lands, now existing in that part of the Province, heretofore called 
Lower Canada, commonly known as the "Seignorial Tenure," the said Tenure 
has become less adapted to the wants, prosperity and advancement of the 
Province, and in many instances burdensome and oppressive to the people. 

2nd, Resolved,-- That the different Legislative Enactments passed in the 
Parliament of the United Kingdom, touching and concerning the said Tenure, 
have not attained the end sought for by their framers--and that it is 
expedient to adopt other efficient and equitable means fcr relieving the 
people from the difficulties, and of gradually substituting for the Sei- 
gnorial System, a Free Tenure, more consonant to their condition, interests 
and wishes. 

3rd, Resolved,-- That, in the changes to be made in the Laws of Tenure. 
due regard should be had to the vested rights of all parties, concerned, and 
provision made for ascertaining the same with a view to an equitable adjust- 
ment. 
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Fourteenthly.--That it is expedient that an Humble Address be presented 
to His Excellency the Governor General, praying to be pleased to take into 
consideration the expediency of a general amnesty for all political offences 
committed in either of thg Provinces of Upper Canada and of Lower Canada 
since 1837, inclusively. 


FOOTNOTES: 18 JANUARY 1849. 
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The PILOT, 19 January 1849, copied by the BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 25 
January 1849, noted that: "His Excellency read the Speech in a clear 
and distinct voice in English, and afterwards in French, and shortly 
after retired with his suite." 

The debate on this matter was reported by: L'AVENIR, 20 January 1849; 
GLOBE 27 January 1849; PILOT, 19 January 1849, MORNING CHRONICLE, 

22 January 1849, BRITISH COLONIST, 23 January 1849, acknowledging 
PILOT, 19 January, as its source, PROVINCIALIST, 25 January 1849, 
BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 25 January 1849, acknowledging PILOT, 19 

January 1849, as its source, and ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 25 January 
1849, also acknowledging PILOT, 19 January 1849, as its source, in 
identical accounts; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 January 1849, BRITISH 
COLONIST, 26 January 1849, and GLOBE, 25 January 1849, in identical 
accounts. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 January 1849. 

L'AVENIR, 20 January 1849. 

PB LD 

The debate on this matter was reported by: LA MINERVE, 22 January 
1849; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 January 1849, BRITISH COLONIST, 26 January 
1849, and GLOBE, 24 January 1849, in identical accounts. PILOT, 19 
January 1849, and BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 25 January 1849, noted the debate, 
Commentaries may be found in: ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 25 January 1849, 
which acknowledged BRITISH COLONIST as its source; BRITISH COLONIST, 
23. January 1849; PILOT, 19,924) Januaryels49; “=PROVINCIALIST, 22 
January 1849; HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 20 January 1849; GLOBE, 20, 27 
January 1849; PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 26 January, 2 February 1849; 
PACKET, 10 February 1849, which acknowledged its source as OTTAWA 
ADVOCATE; BATHURST COURIER, 26 January 1849; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 

26 January 1849; MORNING CHRONICLE, 22 January 1849; and LA MINERVE, 
22 January 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 January 1849. 

IBID. 

BED. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 
January 1849, BRITISH COLONIST, 26 January 1849,and GLOBE, 24 January 
1849, in identical accounts. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 January 1849. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: L'AVENIR, 20 January 1849; 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 January 1849, BRITISH COLONIST, 26 January 1849, 
and GLOBE 24 January 1849, in identical accounts. 

L'AVENIR, 20 January 1849. 

IETS IED). 

IBID. 

IBID. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: L'AVENIR, 20 January 1849; 
GLOBE, 27 January 1849; PILOT, 5 February 1849; LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 
27 January 1849; PILOT, 19 February 1849, MORNING CHRONICLE, 22 
January 1849, BRITISH COLONIST, 23 January 1849, which acknowledged 
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PILOT, 19 January 1849, as its source, PROVINCIALIST, 25 January 1849, 
BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 25 January 1849, which acknowledged PILOT, 19 
January 1849, as its source, and ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 25 January 
1849, which also acknowledged PILOT, 19 January 1849, as its source, 
in identical accounts; and MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 January 1849, and 
GLOBE, 24 January 1849, in identical accounts. The GLOBE, 27 January 
1849, which styled the Resolutions '"Quixotic,'’ commented that "This 
Man is the greatest, perhaps the only, driveller in the house; it 

is time Gaspé were rid of him." 

L'AVENIR, 20 January 1849. 

PILOT, 19 January 1849. 


FRIDAY, 19 JANUARY 1849. 


(5) 
Report of MR. SPEAKER communicateddto the House, a Report 
Ltbrartan. recetved from the Librartan, of the present state 


of the Ltbrary of the House, pursuant to a Standing 
Order of the 19th June, 1841; which Report ts as followeth;-- 


The Librarian of the Honorable the Legislative Assembly begs leave 
respectfully to report, -- 

That owing to the brief duration of the last Sesston of Parltament, 
no Library Committee was appotnted, and consequently no proviston was made 
by Your Honorable House for the tnerease of the Library. 

That, nevertheless, during the past Recess, tt has been constderably 
augmented, princtpally by the recetpt from Messrs. Armour and_Ramsey, of 
the large order entrusted to them by the Committee tn 1847; but whtch, 
as was noted tn the last Annual Report, was unfortunately lost on tts 
way to thts country, by the total wreck of the vessel tn whtch tt was 
shtpped. On learning thts unfortunate ctreunstance, no time was lost 
by the Agents tn renewing thetr order; and tx the course of the past 
summer the books were recetved. 

About the same time also, the French order, of the same date, en- 
trusted to Messrs. Fabre and Company, was duly executed; the delay, in 
this tnstance, having artsen from tts not having been posstble to place 
the order tn thetr hands tn suffictent time to ensure tts speedter 
fulfilment. 

It ts satisfactory to state, that both the Engltsh and French Agents 
have discharged thetr respecttve commtsstons wtth care and attentton. 

The description of binding formerly obtained for the French books 
having eltetted much complatnt, as betng of an tnfertor description, a 
much better kind has been substituted, at a trifling addittonal expense, 
whtech tt ts hoped wtll meet wtth general approbatton. 

Upon the close of the last Sesston, wtthout provtston betng made for 
the purchase of books tn the ensutng Recess, beyond those already ordered, 
the Honorable the Speaker liberally empowered the Ltbrartan to procure, 

(6) 
from time to time, any spectal works they might meet with, whtch they 
should think Itkely to prove destrable acqutstttons for the Ltbrary. 
They have avatled themselves of thts permtsston to collect a few works 
of legal, htstortecal, and miscellaneous nature; for a ltst of whtch, 
reference ts respectfully requested to the Appendix of this Report. 

Mr. Fartbault also, has not relaxed his usual infatigable labours, 
on behalf of the Amertcan Department, but has enrtched tt, during the 
past year, with many valuable and curtous works, tllustrative of the 
general htstory of thts Continent. 

Intelligence has been tndirectly recetved, through a gentleman from 
Parts of a very mmntficent and handsome donation about to be made to the 
[tbrary, by the Republic of France, of a series of important historical 
works, published by order of the late Government of that Kingdom, whose 
intention tt was to present coptes of the same to the Canadian Legislative 
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Assembly, as a memento of the connexion whtch formerly extsted between 
thts Colony and France. For the carrying out of the tntentton of the 
late Government, our thanks are due to the courtesy of the Authortttes 
of the Republtc. 

Upon the arrtval of the books, every suttable arrangement wtll be 
made for thetr proper preservatton. 

It has not been thought advtsable to publish a supplementary cata- 
logue of the books added to the Ltbrary stnece the last Sesston, tnasmuch 
as the present editton of the general catalogue, published in 1846, ts 
nearly exhausted; and tt wtll be necessary, before another Sesston, to 
prepare and print a new one, in whitch the whole contents of the Ltbrary 
wtll be tneluded. 

The number of books now tn the Ltbrary, exclusive of those relating 
to the Amertca, may be estimated at 10,702 volumes--that collection 
amounts to 1,630 volumes, making a total of 12,332 volumes. 

For a ltst of the books recetved under the orders of the Ltbrary 
Committee of 1847, Your Honorable House ts respectfully referred to the 
Committee's Report of that year,--all the books theretn mentioned, wtth 
very few exceptions, having been obtatned. 

The ltst of books procured by authority of the Honorable the Speaker 
by donation, or under the Copyrtght Act, wtll be seen on reference to 
the Appendix of this Report. 

ALL whtch ts respectfully submitted. 

WILLIAM WINDER, 
Ltbrartan. 
Ltbrary Legtslative Assembly, 
19th January, 1849. 


APPENDIX. 


List of Books added to the Library by purchase, under Mr. Speaker's 
authortty, stnece the last Report: 


Theology, &c. 
Constituttons and Canons of the Apostles; edited by Dr. Chase. 1848. 
Government, Polittes, &e. 


Saint Edme. Dtcttonnatre de la Pénalité. 5 vols. 1824. 
Grimke, on the Wature and Tendency of Free Institutions. 1848. 


Polttical Eeonomy, Stattsttes, &e. 


M'Culloch's Statistteal Account of the British Emptre. 2vols. 1846. 
Basttal, Sophtsms of the Protective Poltcy. 1848. 


Law of Nattons. 
Reddte's Researches tnto International Law. 1842. 
Paritamentary Law. 


Lutwyche's Regtstratton Cases. Vol.1. 1847. 
Evans, on the Brtbery Laws. 1847. 
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Statue and Common Law, 


Archbold, on Pleading and Evidence. 1846. 
Crabb's Digest to the Statues, Part 4. 1847. 


Amertean Law. 


Blunt's Shtp Masters’ Asststant. 1848. 

Holeombe's Digest of Dectstons of Supreme Court. 1848. 

Holeombe's Law of Debtor and Creditor tn the Untted States and Canada. 
1848. 


Phystcal Setence. 
Smith's Natural Htstory of the Human Spectes. 1848. 
Fine Arts. 


Modern Patnters. 2 vols. 1847-8. 

Holbetn's Dance of Death. 1816. 

Stuart's Dicttonary of Archttecture. 3 vols. 1830. 
Hosking's Gutde to the Erection of Publte Butldings. 1848. 


Art of War. 
Atde-Mémotre to the Milttary Setences; vols. 1 and 2. 1845-6. 
Medietne, &c. 


Dtoscortde, Commentatres. 

Chapman's Therapeutics. 2 vols. 1831. 
Durgltson's Therapeuttcs. 2 vols. 1846. 
----------- Human Phystology. 2 vols. 1846. 
----------- Dicttonary of Medical Setence. 1846. 
Gray's Supplement to the Pharmacopaeta. 1847. 
Wood & Bache's Amertcan Dispensatory. 1847. 
M'Willtams' Medtcal Htstory of the Niger Expedition. 1843. 
Macculloch on Marsh Fever. 2 vols. 1828. 
Cloquet, Anatomte descrtptive. 2 vols. 1836. 
Wallace on Venereal Disease. 1838. 

Ellts' Medtcal Formulary. 1838. 


Belles-Lettres. 


Knight's Half-hours wtth the best Authors. 2 vols. 1847-8. 
Vertcour, Modern French Literature. 1848. 

Howttt's Vistts to Remarkable Places. 2 vols. 1840-2. 
Bibltotheca Londinensts. 1848. 

Index to Pertodical Literature. 1848. 

Burton's Anatomy of Melancholy. 1847. 

Ellts' Spectmens of Early Metrtcal Romances. 1848. 
Herodotus; translated by Cary. 1848. 


Diettonartes. 


Walker's Dicttonary. 1847. 
Bartlett's Dictionary of Americanisms. 1848. 
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History and Btography. 


Chronteles of the Crusades. 1848. 

Mallett's Northern Anttqutttes. 1847. 

Bede's Eeclestasttcal Htstory. 1847. 

Stx Old English Chrontcles. 1848. 

Willtam of Malmesbury's Chronicle. 1847. 

Bunton ve. (Sener. Fo) wife. 1848. 

Fry, Mrs. Elizabeth, Memotrs. 2 vols. 1848. 

Talfourd's Final Memortals of Lamb. 1848. 

Jesse's Memotrs of the Pretenders. 2 vols. 16845. 
Bower's History of the Untverstty of Edinburgh. 3 vols. 1817. 
Lamartine's History of the Gtrondists. 3 vols. 1847. 
Bedford, John, Duke of, Correspondence. 3 vols. 1842-46. 


Heraldry and Genealogy. 


Moule's Btbltotheca Heraldica. 1822. 
Nteolas' Stege of Carlaverock. 1828, 


(7) 
Cratk's Romantte Htstory of the Peerage. Vol. 1. 1848. 
Burke's Heraldte Illustrattons. 3 vols. 1844-46. 


Books presented under the Copyright Act:-- 

By Messrs. Lovell and Gtbson, Publishers 
Andrews! Collectton of Ortgtnal Sacred Muste. 1848. 
Abrégé de Geographte; @ l'usage des Ecoles Chréttennes. 2e @ditton. 1845. 
------ le meme ouvrage. 3e édttton. 1847. 
Tratté d'Arithmétique; @ l'usage des Ecoles Chréttennes. 1844. 
------ le meme ouvrage. ¢e édttton. 1847. 
Abrégé de JU'Htstotre Satnte, de France, et du. Canada. 1846. 


By Messrs. Fabre & Co., Publtshers. 
Boucher-Bellevtlle, Prinetpes de la Langue Frangatse. 1848. 


Books presented to the Ltbrary as Donattons. 
By Dr. Winder:--Lambard's Perambulatton of Kent 1576. 
By Mr, Fleming:--Rae's Polttteal Economy. 1834. 


Books relating to the History of America, chtefly purchased by Mr. 
Fartbault:-- 


Abrégé de la Révolution d'Ameritque, par D. B. tn-12. Parts 1778. 

Acosta (Joseph D') The Natural and Moral History of the East and West 
Indtes. 8 vo. London, 1604. 

Alexander's (J. HE.) Transatlantte Sketches, comprising Vistts to the most 
interesting scenes tn Amertca, &c. 2 vols. 8vo. London, 18383. 

Amertca and the West Indies, geographtcally desertbed. 8vo. London, 1845. 

Amerteca, or an Exact Desertption of the West Indtes; by WN. WN. Gent. 12mo. 
London, 1665. 

American Archives, Fourth Sertes, from 1774 to 1776. folto, vols. 1 to 6 
Washington, 1837-44. 
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Amertcan Museun. 12 vols. 8vo. Phtladelphta, 1787-89. 

American Remembrancer, or an tmparttal Collection of Essays, &c., relattve 
to the Treaty with Great Brittan. 3 vols. 8vo. Philadelphia, 1795. 

Americans, as they are desertbed.tn a Tour through the Valley of the 
Misstsstppt. 8vo. London, 1828. 

Anecdotes Amértcatnes, tn-12. Parts, 1776. 

Anderson (M.) Histotre Naturelle de l'Islande et du Groentland; tradutte 
de l'Allemand. 2 vols. tn-8. Parts, 1750. 

Andrews (Rev. W. W.) Correspondence and Miscellantes of Gov. Smtth of 
Connecttcut. 8vo. New York, 1847. 

Annals and Memotrs of the Royal Soctety of Northern Anttquartes. 
First Sertes. 8vo. Copenhagen, 1836-37. 

Ashe (Thomas) Travels in America, performed tn 1806. 3 vols. 12 mo. 
_London, 1808. 

Atktnson (Rev. C. W.) Gutde to New Brunswick, Brittsh North Amertca. 
12mo. Edinburgh, 1843. 

Ballantyne (Rob. A.) Hudson's Bay or Every Day Life in the Wilds of 
North America. 8vo. London, 1848. 

Barelay (Capt.) Agricultural Tour tn Canada and the Untted States. 8vo.' 
London, 1848. 

Bartran (U.) Voyage dans tes parttes Sud de l'Amértque. 2 vols. in-8. 
PUPtS. Ge Las 

Beaudry de Loztéres, Voyage @ la Loutstane. 8vo. Parts, 1802. 

Beaujour (Feltx de) Sketch of the Untted States of America 8vo. London, 
1814. 

Beltramt's Pilgrimage tn Europe and Amertca. 2 vols. 8vo. London, 1828. 

Btbaud (F.M.) Btographte des Sagamos Illustres de l'Amertque. tn-8. 
Montréal, 1848. 

Btrkbeck's Letters from Illtnots, 8vo. London, 1837. 

Bonrepos (Le Chevalter de) Desertption du Misstsstppt. tn-12. Rouen, 1672. 

Bosst, Htstotre de Chrtstophe Colomb. in-8. Parts, 12824. 

Botta (Charles) Histotre de la Guerre de l'Indépendance des Etats-Unis. 
4 vols. tn-8. Parts 1812. 

Boudinot (Dr. E.) Star in the West, or an Attempt to Discover the Long- 
lost Ten Trtbes of Israel. 8vo. Trenton, 1816. 

Bradford (Alden) Htstory of the Federal Government. 8vo. Boston, 1840. 

Bullock (W.) Stx Months' Travels and Restdence tn Mextco. 8vo. London, 
1824. 

Bulkley (C.H.) Ntagara Falls--A Poem. 8vo. New York, 1848. 

Burke's Speeches on Conetliation with Amertea, and Hartley's Letters on 
the Amertcan War. 8vo. London, 1775 and 1778. 

Catesby (Mark) Hortus Britanno-Amertcanus. folto. London, 1773. 

Channing (Dr.) Memotrs and Correspondence. 3 vols. 8vo. Boston, 1848. 

Chrtstte (R.) Htstory of Lower Canada, Parltamentary and Polttteal. 2nd 
vol. Quebec, 1848. 

Clinton's (D. U.) Introductory Dtscourses on the Discovery of Amertca. 
8vo. New York, 1815. 

Collot's (Genl.) Journey in North America, &c. Atlas. 2 vols. 4to. Parts, 
1826. 

Coke (Lieut. E. F.) A Subaltern's Furlough, Desertption of Scenes tn 
Amerteca, &c. 8vo. London, 1833. 
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Considération sur l'Acadte; tn-12. Franefort et La Haye, 1756, 

Cooney's (R.) Compendious History of part of New Brunswick, in-8. 
Halifax, 1832. 

Cooper's (J. F.) Nottons of the Americans, 2 vols. 8vo. London, 1838. 

~------- Resetgnemens sur l'Amértque, tn-8 Parts, 1795, 

-------- Le Lac Ontarto, in-8. Parts, 1841. 

-------- Le Dernter des Mohtcans, tn-8. Parts, 1846. 

amare eieeay Histotre de la Marine des Etats-unts, 2 vols. in-8. Paris, 1845. 

Dampter's Collectton of Voyages, 3 vols. 8vo. London, 1699. 

Delongehamps, Htstotre de la derntére Guerre, 3 vols. in-8. Amsterdan, 
PPOt 

Denonvtlle's Expedttton against the Senecas, in 1687, 8vo. New York, 1848. 

Description de l'Amértque et des Parties d'tcelle, comme la Nouvelle 
France, &e. &e., folto Amsterdam, 1638. 

Drake's (Dantel) Pteture of Cinetnnattt, 12mo. Cinetnnattt, 1815. 

Emory (W. H.) Notes of a Mititary Reconnatssance, 8vo. New York,1848. 

Elltot (S. A.) Htstory of Harvard College, 8vo. Boston, 1848. 

Elogto dt Amertgo Vespucct del Stantslaus Canova, 8vo. Venetia, 1798. 

Elogto dt Amertgo Vespucct composto del Proposto Marco Lastrt, 4to. 
Venetta, 1787. 

Elogto Stortet dt Chritstofort Columbo e dt Andréa Dorta, 4to. Parma, 
178... 

Ens (Gaspar) Indta Oeetdentalts Htstorta; tn qua prima Regoniun Istartumn 
Decteectto, &c., 8vo. Cotontae,1612. 

Essay on Trade of the Northern Colontes of Great Brittain tn Amertca, 
8vo. London, 1764. 

Fairfteld's (S.L.) Ltfe, by hts Widow, 12mo. New York, 1848. 


(8) 

Fearons (Peter) Sketches of Amertca, 8vo. London, 1818. 

Featherstonehaugh (G. U.) Geologtcal Report of the Country between. the 
Missourt and the Red River, 8vo. Washtngton, 1846. 

Ferguson (Adam) Praecttcal Notes during a Tour tn Canada, éc., 
12mo. Edinburgh, 1834. 

Fiddler (Rev. J.) Observations on Professtons, Literature, &c., tn the 
Untted States and Canada, 8vo. London, 1833. 

Fineh (J.) Travels tn the Untted States and Canada, 8vo. London, 1833. 

Force's (Peter) Collectton of Tracts, (vol. 4th.) 8vo. Washington, 1846. 

Free and Candid Remarks on the late Commottons tn America, 8vo. London, 
1774, 

Gage (Thomas) New Survey of the West Indies, or Journal within the Main- 
Zand of Amertca, 8vo. London, 1677. 

Gass (Patrick) Voyages and Travels from the Missourt to the Pactfte Ocean 
8vo. London, 1808. 

Gazzettére Amertcano, 3 vols. 4to. Livorno, 1763. 

Gandais (Aug.) Mémortal de la vie du Gowvr. Morris, 2 vols. tn-8. Parts, 
1841. 

Genealogical Register of New England, vols. 1 and 2, Boston, 1847-48. 

Gleig's Campaigns of the British Army at Washington and New Orleans tm 
1814-15, 12mo London, 1827. 
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Graham (Dr.) Desertpttve Sketch of Vermont, 8vo. London, 1797. 

Griswold (R.W.) Poets and Poetry of Amertca, 8v0. Phtladelphia, 1848. 

Grund (F.J.) The Amertcans tn thetr Moral, Polteteal, and Soctal 
Relattons, 2 vols. 2vo. London, 1837. 

Hosmer (W.H.C.) Yonnondto, or Warrtors of the Genessee, 8vo. New York, 
1844, 

Hall ( Capt. B.) Voyages dans les Etat-Unts et dans le Haut et Bas-Canada, 
in-8. Bruxelles, 1835. 

Herrera (Ant. De) Desertption des Indes Ocetdentales, ou Nouveau Monde, 
folto. Amsterdam, 1622. 

Histotre de l'Hétel-Dieu de Québec; par la Révérende Soeur Juchereau de 
St. Ignace, tn-8. : Mountauban, 1751. 

Htstortcal Revtew of Pennsylvanta, 8vo. London, 1759. 

Humboldt, Essat Polttique sur l'Isle de Cuba, 2 vols. in-8 Parts, 1826. 

-------- Researches concerning the Instttuttons &c., of the Auctent 
Inhabttants of Amertca, 2 vols. 8vo. London, 1814. 

Herbert (H. W.) Frank Forester's Fteld Sports of the Untted States and 
Brittsh Provinces, 2 vols. 8vo. New York, 1837 

Illinots in 1837,--A Desertption of the Situatton of, 8 vo. Philadetphta, 
1837. 

Jenkins (J.S.) Htstory of the War between the Untted States and Mextco, 
8vo. Auburn, 1848. 

Kendall (G. W.) Narrative of the Texan Santa-Fé Expeditton, 2 vols. 8vo 
New York, 1847. 

Lafttau (Le Rev. P.) Moeurs des Sauvages Amértcans, 4 vols in-12. Paris 
1724. 

Lahontan (Le Baron de) Nouveaux Voyages dans l'Amértque Septentrtonatle. 
2 vols. tn-12. La Haye, 1709. 

Las Casas (Barthelemy de) Htstotre des Indes Oectdentals, in-8. Lyon, 1642. 

Leclereq (le Rev. P.) Nouvelle Relatton de la Gaspéste, in-8. Parts, 1691. 

Lertt (Joannts de) Historia Navtgattonts in Brastltam quoe et America 
dtettur, 12mo. Geneva, 1586. 

Lery (Jean de) Histotre d'un Voyage au Bréstl, in-8. Genéve, 1578. 

---- Autre Edition, in-8. Genéve, 1580. 

---- Autre Edition, tn-8. Genéve, 1593. 

---- Autre Edition, tn-8. Genéve, 1611. 

Lescarbot (Mare) Histotre de la Nouvelle France, in-8. Parts, 1609. 

--------- Autre Edttton, tn-8. Parts, 1612. 

Lettre deM., @M. S. B. au Sujet des Troubles de l'Amértque 
Septentrtonale, in-8. LaHaye, 1776. 

Lettre d'un Offtceter de la Loutstane @ M. Commtssatre de la Marine 
@--, in-12. Parts, 1764. 

Lettres d'un Membre du Congrés Américain @ divers Membres du Parlement 
d'Angleterre, in-8. Phtladelphta, 1779. 

Lockhart's (E.) Narrative of the Clatms of the Earl of Sttrltng respecting 
Nova Scotta, 4to. Edinburgh. 1836. 

Long (J.) Voyages and Travels of an Indian Interpreter, &c., 4to. London 
bog ia 

Ludewtg (H. FE.) Bibltographteal Essay on Amertcan Local Htstory, 8vo. 
New York, 1846. 
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Marshall (John) Htstory of the Colontes planted by the English on the 
Continent of North Amertca, 8vo. Philadelphia, 1824. 

Marshalt (H,) History of Kentucky, 2 vols. 8vo. Frankfort, 1824. 

Maxwell (Lteutenant Colonel) A Run through the Untted States in 1840, 
8vo. London, 1841. 

Men and Manners in Amertca. 2 vols. 8vo. Edinburgh, 1833. 

Milbert (J.) Itinératre Ptttoresque du Fleuve Hudson, et des parttes 
latérales de l'Améritque du Nord. 2 vols. in-4, avec Atlas, in-fol. 
Paris, 1828-9. 

Misstons (Recuetl des) pour la Propagation de la Fot.dans t'Amérique 
Septentrtonale. 3 vols. tn-8. Montréal, 1839-42. 

Moliten (G.) Voyage dans la République de la Colombte. 2 vols. in-8. 
Paris, 1824. 

Murat (Achtlle) Lettres sur les Etats-Unts de L'Amértque, tn-12. Parts, 
1830. 

Naptone del primo Scoprttore del Nuevo Mondo, 8vo. Morelit, 1809. 

------- Lettera rartsstma dt Christofro Colombo, in-8. Bassano, 1810. 

------- Detla Patria di Chrtstofro Colombo, in-8. Ftrenza, 1808. 

New England and her Instttuttons; by one of her Sons, 8vo. London, 
1835. 

Northern Amertcan Tourtst, 12mo. New York, 1839. 

O'Callaghan (Dr.) Htstory of the New Netherlands, (2d vol.) 8vo. New 
York, 1848. 

Oldmixon's British Emptre tn Amertca. 2 vols. 8vo. London, 1841. 

Olter, Vie de M. Olter, Fondateur du Sémtnatre de St. Sulptce, in-8, 
LeMans, 18438. 

Orbtgny (M.D') Voyage dans les Deux Amértques--Résumé de tous les 
Voyages dans cette partte du Monde, 4to. Parts, 1841. 

Ovtedo, Htstotre Naturelle et Générale des Indes, tn-fol. Parts, 1656. 

Ptetet (C.) Tableau de la Sttuatiton Actuelle des Etats-Unis de l'Amérique, 
8vo. Parts, 1798. 

Polttteal Tracts on Amertcan Independence, by Major Cartwright. 8vo. 
London, i775 and 1777. 

Prescott (U. H.) The Conquest of Peru. 2 vols. 8vo. London, 1847. 

Price (Dr. R.) Two Tracts on War wtth America. 8vo. London, 1778. 

------------- Observations on the Nature of Civtl Liberty--Addittonal 
Observations, 12mo. Dublin, 1776-7. 

Pownall (Governor) Three Memortals, addressed to the Soveretgns of Europe, 
Great Brittain and North America. 8vo. London, 1784. 


(9) 

Quebec Bill, A Letter to Lord Chatham on the, 8vo. London, 1774. 

Rafinesque (Professor C. S.) Anetent History or the Annuals of Kentucky. 
8vo. Frankfort, Kent, 1824. 

Raguenau (Le Rev. P.) Vie de la R. M. Catherine de St. Augustin, 
Religteuse de L'Hotel Dieu de Québec. tn-8. Parts, 1671. 

Ramon de la Sagra, Cing Mots de Séjour aux Etats-Unts de l'Amérique du 
Nord. in-8. Parts, 1837. 

Remarks on the Acts relating to the Colontes, with a Plan of Reconctita- 
tion: (by ds ) “Linde; J "800." London, 1775. 

Robertson (U.) Histoire de l'Amértque; Revue et Corrigée par M. de la 
Roquette. 4 vols. tn-8. Parts. 1828. 
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Ross (Str Jas. Clarke) Voyage of Discovery and Research tn the South 
and Antarectte Regtons. 2 vols. 1839-42. 8vo. London, 1847. 

Rubto's Rambles in the United States and Canada in 1845. 8vo. London, 
1847. 

Schooleraft (H.R.) Notes on the Iroquots. 8vo. Albany, 1847. 

----------- View of the Lead Mines of the Misstsstppt. 8vo. New York, 
1819. 

Scoresby (U.) Account of the Arctte Regions. 2 vols. 8vo. Edinburgh, 
1820. 

Stmon (B. A.) The Ten Trtbes of Israel tdenttfted wtth the Abortgines of 
the Western Hemisphere. 8vo. London, 1836. 

Smet (Father P. J. de) Oregon Misstons and Travels over the Rocky 
Mountatns. 12mo. New York, 1847. 

Smith (M.) Geographteal View of Upper Canada. 12 mo. Phtladaphta, 1813. 

--------- Topography of Upper Canada. 8vo. London, 1813. 

Solis' Htstory of the Conquest of Mextco; translated by Townsend. Folto 
eattion. tlares. ~ London, 1722. 

Sparks' (Jared) American Biography. Continuation of New Sertes. Vols. 
7 to 15. 12mo. New York, 1845-47. 

Squters' and Davis' Anetent Monuments of the Misstsstppt Valley. 4to. 
New York, 1848. 

Stephen (Rev. W.-B.) Htstory of Georgta, from tts first Discovery. 2 vols. 
8vo. New York, 1847. 

Stewart's Account of Prince Edward Island. 8vo. London, 1806. 

Sturge's (Joseph) Vistt to the Untted States tn 1841. 8vo. London, 1842. 

Sewall (R. K.) Sketches of St. Augustine. 12mo. New York, 1848. 

Thatener (B. R.) Indian Tratts. 2 pote. ic mo. Tfondin eos. 

Thevenot (M.) Recuetl de Voyages--Journal de Marquette et Joltet, tn-8. 
(2 exemplatres) Paris, 1681. 

Thompson (Z.) Htstory of Vermont. 8vo. Burlington, 1842. 

Tucker's Tracts on the Affatrs of America. 8vo. Gloucester, 1782. 

Tudor (U.) The Ltfe of James Otis, with notice of Events from 1760 to 
i7 7), 8VO., BOSTON, léze- 

Vermont State Papers. 8vo. Middlebury, 1823. 

Vtaggto d'Amerigo Vespucct con la Vita, l'elogia et la dissertaztone del 
P, Stantslas Canova. 8vo. Firenze, 1817. 

Views and Revtews of Amertcan Literature. 8vo. New York, 1845. 

Voyage des Troupes Allemandes, deputs Stade @ Québee (en Allemand.) 8vo. 
Frankfort, 1776. 

Wanderings and Fortunes of some German Emtgrants. 8vo. New York, 1848. 

Ward (H. G.) Mextco, wtth an Account of the Mintng Compantes. 2 vols. 
8vo. London, 1829. 

Warden (D. B.) Chronologte Htstortque de l'Amértque. 10 vols. in-8. 
Parts, 1826-44. 

------------ Description Stattsttque, Htstortque, et Polttique des Etats- 
Unts de l'Amérique. 5 vols. 8vo. Paris, 1820. 

Warville's Travels in Amertca. 8vo. London, 1792. 

Webster (D.) Diplomatte and Offiectal Papers. 8vo. New York, 1848. 

Wheeler (H. G.) Politteal History of Congress. Vol. 1st. 8vo. New York, 
1848. 

Willtamson (Peter) French and Indian Cruelty. 12mo. Edinburgh, 1762. 
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Wood (J.) Two Years' Restdence in the English Prairte, 8vo. London, 1822. 
Worsley (Israel) View of the Amertcan Indtans. 8vo, London, 1828, 
Wyse.--Amertca, tts Realtttes and Resources. 3vols. 8vo. London, 1846. 


On motton of Mr. Jobin, seconded by Mr. Duchesnay, 


Stormont Ordered, That the Select Committee appotnted 
Electton. (During the last Sesston) to try the mertts of 


the Petttton complaining of an undue Election 
and Return for the County of Stormont, have leave to adjourn till Thurs- 
day next, at ten o'clock, A.M, 


Cornwall Mr, Duchesnay, from the Select Committee ap- 
Election. potnted (during the last Sesston) to try the mertts 


of the Petttton complaining of an undue Electton 
and Return for the Town of Cornwall, reported, That pursuant to the 
dtrecttons of the Statute of Upper Canada, 4 Geo, 4, c 4, veguiaring 
the trail of Controverted Elections, the Committee met at twelve o'clock, 
noon, thts day, and owing to the absence of Mr. Chauveau, Mr. Marquis, 
Mr, Egan, and Mr. Dwnas, Members of the Committee, they were unable to 
proceed to bustness. 


Ordered, That Mr. Chauveau, Mr. Marquis, Mr. Egan.and Mr, Dumas, do 
severally attend tn thetr places, tn thts House, on Monday next. 


Pettttons The following Petittons were severally brought 
brought up. up and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. Cauchon,--The Petition of Willtam H. LeMoine, Esquire, and 
others, of Cote de Beaupré, County of Montmorency. 

By the Honorable Mr. Cameron, of Kent,--The Petition of Willtam 
Goodem and others, of the northern Joinships of the County of fens 
and the Petition of Froome Talfourd, Esquire, and others of the 
northern Toumshtps of the County of Kent. 

By Mr. Scott, of Two Mountains,--The Petition of James Bowte, of the 
City of Montreal, Phystctan; and the Petition of Joseph Outmette and 
others of St. Eustache and other Partshes, in the County of Two Mountains. 

By the Honorable Mr. Badgley,--The Petitton of the Reverend James 
Jones and others of the Townshtp of Stanbridge, Distrtet of Montreal. 

By Mr. Notman,--The Petitton of William Benson and others, of the 
Tounship of Dunwich, Dtstrict of London; and the Petttton of Benjamin 
Patne and others, of the Townshtp of Delaware, District of London. 

By Mr, Taché,--The Petitton of the Reverend Charles Begin and 
others of the Partsh of Rivtére Quelle and victnity. 

By Mr, Méthot,--The Petttton of Thomas C. Lee and others, of the 
City of Quebec, and others tnterested tn- the Shipping frequenting the 
Port. oF Ober. 








(10) 
By Mr, Malloch,--The Petttion of the Reverend T. Smtth and others, 
Roman Catholtes of Upper Canada. 
By Mr, Fortter,--The Petition of d. P. Pacaud and others, of Arthabaska 
and other Townships; and the Petition of Jean Gaulette and others, of 
Stanfold and other Townships. 
By Mr, Price,--The Petttton of Joseph Rtchard Thompson, of the 


Tounshtp of Brock, Home District. 
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By Mr. Pa ae, re Petition of Archtbald Thompson and others, of 
the Townshtp of S$ anford, District of Ntagara; tagara; the Petitton of Robert 
Hobson and Geers District Counetllors and Magtstrates of the District 
of Nita Niagara; the Petitton of Charles Park and others, of the District of 
Niagara; and the Petitton of “Sotomon Doar Doan and others, of the Township 
of Crowland, District of Ntagara. 

By Mr. DeWitt,--The Petttton of the Reverend Messtre Charland and 
others, of St. Clément and other Parishes, County of Beauharnots. 

By the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin,--The Petttton of 
Willtam Bagshaw and others, of the Townshtp of Brock, Home District; and 
the Petttton of Patrick Finn and others, Trustees of the Roman Catholte 
separate School of the Town ‘oun of Niagara. 

By Mr. Macdonald of Glengarry , --The Petttion of L. Duvernay and others, 
Proprtetors of Newspapers in the City of Montreal. 

By Mr. Christte,--The Petttton of Joseph epn Meagher, Esquire, and others, 
of the Tounshtp of LaNouvelle, County of Bonaventure; the Petition of 
J. Douglas, Esquire, and others, of the City of Quebec; the Petition of 
Janes Cormier and others, of the Magdalen Islands; and the Petttton of 
Archtbald Norman and others, of the District of Gaspé. 





MR. H. BOULTON* introduced and moved the first reading of a bill to 
regulate the establishment of Joint Stock Companies for the construction 
of Roads in Upper Canada. 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN said that the Government had a Bill for the 
same object matured and now in the hands of the printer’. He supposed, 
therefore, the hon. gentleman would not think it necessary to incur any 
further expense of printing until the bill was before the House, in order 
to ascertain whether it would not meet his views", as it might obviate 
the necessity of proceeding with it. 


MR. H. BOULTON.--Je persiste dans ma proposition, j'ai déja retiré 
le méme projet a la derniére session, par condescendance pour 
l'administration; aujourd'hui je ne comprend (sic) pas, pourquoi un 
membre ne pourrait pas présenter une semblable mesure’, why the fact of 
Government having a bill of this kind in hand should prevent another 
member going on with his./ 


SIR A. MACNAB thought the honorable member should be allowed to in- 
troduce his bill. He did not wonder that he did not chose to lose the 
credit of such a measure. Ministers might have communicated with the 
learned gentleman, and then he would have had the credit of it, and he 
doubtless would have frankly given them all the credit which they might 
deserve for their amendments. At any rate, the bill should be introduced 
and then if the House did not think it necessary, it need not be printed. 8 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN.--Si l'honorable M. voulait retirer sa proposit- 
ion, il ne ferait en cela que suivre les précédents anglais. En 
Angleterre, un membre ne persiste jamais dans une semblable circonstance, 
et il se rend aux voeux des ministres. Si l'adminstration lors de la 
derniére session a prié M. B. de retirer son projet de loi, ce n'est pas 
qu'elle curt qu'il n'en avait pas le droit, mais parce. qu'elle croyait 
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que c'était dans l'intérét général de le faire.? The government were 
bound to take up a measure of this importance itself; but the practical 
question now was whether the expense of printing should be incurred un- 
necessarily.10 


MR. H. BOULTON added a few remarks contending for the propriety of 
his course in pressing the introduction of his bill. He also intimated 
that in his opinion it was not desirable to place the roads to be made 
by Joint Stock Companies, too completely under the control of the 
district Councilsll, which had a tendency to create obstacles.12 He 
desired to give to all persons who desired to form Joint Stock Companies, 
the same right, as had been given to many companies already incorporated 
for making particular roads. His bill also would provide for the 
interference of the legislature to check im proper road making, if that 
were found necessary, but his opinion was that road making, could not 
be too much encouraged. If it were thought expedient, however, to place 
these roads partially under the control of the District Councils, it 
would be easy to do so by a short clause; but he believed that would not 
be desirable because it would tend to check such enterprises.13 He hoped 
the government would throw no obstacles in the way of the Bill, although 
he would be glad to listen to any proposition that the government might 
make. 


MR. ASST. COM. P. W. CAMERON said, the Council would not have the con- 
trol over these roads; but would have the right only to regulate them. 
The practice had always been to give up measures when the Government 
undertook them. He had done so several times.15 It was a bad precedent 
to saddle the House with the expense of printing duplicates of Bills, 
when one to the effect of that proposed was already in their hands. 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS believed that the Government had no desire to 
take the measure out of the hands of the hon. member for Norfolk. They 
thought it would not do to make these enterprizes independent of the 
District Councils, and being prepared to go into the general subject of 
those municipalities they wished all their measures which concerned them 
to harmonize. Of course, if the gentleman were determined to go on, he 
would do so; but it would be more convenient for him first to see the 
Government bill.17 


MR. H. BOULTON.--The hon. member...stated that his bill was for a dif- 
ferent object from that of the Government measure. 


The motion was put and carried without any division.19 


(10) 
Jotnt Stock Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Boulton Have leave 
Road Com- to bring tn a Bill to authorize the formation 
pantes (U.C.) of Joint Stock Companies tn Upper Canada, for 
BEL. the construction of Plank, Gravelled, or 


Macadamtzed Roads theretn. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a 
second time, on thts day three weeks. 
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MR. H. BOULTON auenen moved the first reading of a Bill to amend the 
Law on the Limitation of Actions. The object of the Bill, the hon. member 
stated, was not to alter the time of the limitations, but merely to repeal 
the provisos in the present law, which declared that the limitation,shall 
not run against persons absent from the country, persons in prison. 


(10) 
Limttatton of Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Boulton have leave 
Aettons Bill. to bring tn a Btll to alter the Law relating 


to the limttatton of Acttons tn thts Provinee. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the ftrst ttme; and ordered to be read a 
second time, on Thursday next. 


MR. MORIN®* L'ORATEUR.--J' ai honneur de vous informer que le premier 


ordre du jour est la comparution de M. Vansittart, officer-rapporteur pour 
le comté d'Oxford, pour rendre témoignage relativement a sa conduite 4 
la derniére élection de ce comté.23 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN called the attention of the House to the wording 
of the Order. It was irregular, and could not be acted upon in its 
present shape. To his surprise, the date for Mr. Vansittart's appearance 
was fixed for Sunday, the 2lst. He and his colleagues were innocent of 
any participation in this informality, and he was at a loss to account 
for such an error. He would, therefore, move--"That the Order of the 
Day be rescinded, and that the date therein mentioned be altered to 
Monday next.''4 


Seconded by MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE. 25 


SIR A. MACNAB must oppose this mode of proceeding, as being in every 
respect as wrongful, as the error which it was intended to correct. 
Sunday was a day on which the House did not sit, and therefore there was 
no order before the House; and before the order could be entered on the 
journals, 2/ the Attorney General West must give a notice of motion to 
render such a step legal. 28 


MR. NOTMAN said he fully expected that Mr. Vansittart would have 
answered to the order on that day, (Friday.)29 


SIR A. MACNAB ... continued. He had consented to the Resolution of 
23rd March last, in consequence of the assurance of the Ministry that a 
recess of not more that two or three months would intervene between that 
and the ensuing Session. Why then had this particular day been fixed? Had 
Mr. Vansittart the means of knowing the date of his appearance was the 
19th instead of the 21st, doubtless he would have obeyed the Injunction. 

He claimed the right of asking the House, through the Speaker, if this 
entry upon the Orders of the Ray had been made at the instance of any 
individual member's interest? 


MR. MORIN the SPEAKER was not aware that such was the fact.31l 


SIR A. MACNAB desired the Speaker to rer of the Clerk of the 
House how such an order came to be entered. 2 


ah 


MR. MORIN the SPEAKER said, that from reading the journals of the 
House he could not see how it could be an order of the day.33 


(( Mr. Morin)) ... was informed by the Clerk, that it had been placed 
on the orders of the day, by the Clerk entrusted with that Department 
who thought that as Sunday was not a day of meeting, the House would take 
some action on the matter to-day. 


MR. MORIN the SPEAKER replied that the Order had been entered on 
the journals by the Clerk of Routine.35 


SIR A. MACNAB again wanted to know if he was not justified in asking 
if the Clerk of the House had acted in this matter on his own responsi- 
bility.--(Cries of No! no!) 36 


MR. MORIN the SPEAKER did not consider himself warranted in answer- 
ing such questions, but he individually believed that the Clerk of the 
House thought he acted justly.3/7 


SIR A. MACNAB must denounce such a liberty being taken with the 
journals, the rules of which were totally at variance with the present 
proposition. 38 The hon. member then commented on the precipitation which 
had been shewn, in demanding the appearance of Mr. Vansitart (sic), so 
soon after the meeting of the house, and said that if any Hon. Member 
was in the same position he would feel the injustice. 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN was astonished that the extensive experience of 
the gallant Knight did not prevent him assuming such a position. He 
could not comprehend the cause of the error, nor see a shadow of objection 
that could be raised to the course he (Mr. B.) recommended, of appointing 
another day, especially as he conceived no inconvenience or annoyance 
would be caused to Mr. Vansittart. He seemed to be misunderstood, but 
knew not why . 49 It was no fault of the Clerk of the House, that the order 
stood as it did. The mistake had arisen from the motion having been 
adopted last season, that Mr. Vansittart should appear at the Bar on the 
fourth day of the ensuing session; nor did he blame the framer of the 
motion as he could not have reasonably calculated that the House would 
be opened on Thursday .41 


SIR A. MACNAB repeated his assertion of the necessity of notice 
preceding the motion. 42 


MR. CAYLEY ... objected to this motion as irregular, no notice having 
been given of it. ((He)) ... wished Mr. Vansittart to have longer notice 
than till Monday.4 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN considered the present proposal, as the proper 
way of vindicating the authority of the House and individual convenience. 
((He)) was willing to fix the day for Mr. Vansittart's appearance for 
whatever day the hon. members wished. 


COL. GUGY contended for Mr. Vansittart's right to remain at home, 
in the performances of acts of religion, which he knew hon. members all 
so much loved and respected. The appearance required at this early part 
of the Session was most unjust. He should suggest the ‘postponement of 
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the time till Monday fortnight, so to give Mr. Vansittart the opportunity 
of clearing himself, and to consult the future convenience of many, now 
absent members. 


SIR A. MACNAB put it as a question of honor, whether it was right to 
move for the transfer of the order until notice had been_given, and read 
a precedent to that effect from an English statue book. 4/7 ((He)) express- 
ed his determination to stand by the Rules of that House, especially in a 
case like the present, which, whatever might be said to the contrary, 
he maintained was of considerable importance, involving, as it did, a 
criminal prosecution against an tndividnat 46 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD said, that as Mr. Vansittart had probably left 
his home by this time en route for Montreal, it would, if they fixed a 
distant day for his appearance, be detaining him here needlessly. If 
he had not arrived on Monday, they could easily postpone the motion. 9 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MERRITT reminded Sir Allan Macnab that the House 
had been placed in this dilema, by a blunder of his in fixing the day of 
Mr. V.'s appearance for the fourth day of the Session, instead of, as was 
customary, the first Monday or Tuesday of the Session, and now he was doing 
all he could to prevent them from getting out of the difficulty.2 


COL. PRINCE said, he trusted, that the House did not intend to press 
the matter any further;--even had he been prejudiced against Mr. Vansit- 
tart, he said the explanation he had given at the Bar of the House in 
his able and pathetic defence last Session, 2 would have served to con- 
vince23 that he had not acted corruptly, although he might have been 
in error~*, and he was convinced that he had done no further wrong than 
the Returning Officer for Beauharnois, whose explanation had been accept- 
ed?5, The House had once been satisfied with Mr. Vansittart, and dis- 
missed him,-- if so, why bring him hither again; had they new facts to 
produce to criminate that gentleman? He would ask them collectively, 
had not he (Mr. Vansittart) been sufficiently punished already? for it 
certainly was a serious and unenviable position to be situated, with 
regard to that House, in the way that Mr. Vansittart had been last Session. 
If he (Mr. NaS had once cleared himself, why, in God's name, let 
them leave him alone.-® He said that he had no connection with Mr. Vansit- 
tart, nor did he know that he had heard his name mentioned since he had 
last appeared at the Bar of the House; he therefore hoped the House would 
dispose with any further proceedings in the matter. 


MR. NOTMAN had taken some part in this Oxford Election case, and he8 
had no objection to postpone the period of Mr. Vansittart's attendance, 
but he had every desire that the question should be fully investigated, 
and that every means should be afforded him to explain his very extra- 
ordinary conduct on the occasion of the Oxford election. As to the 
member for Essex, he would not accuse him of being actuated by personal 
considerations in his conduct in that affair, but by the tender heart 
and generous pity for which that gallant member was so well noted. The 
rights of that House had been grossly outraged by the acts of Mr. Vansit- 
tart, and how did he (Mr. Vansittart) comport himself on his appearance 
at their Bar last Session, with the full composure of an innocent man; 
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astonishing the House with the flow of his eloquence; on which occasion, 
so aroused were the feelings of the member for Essex,60 when Mr. Vansit- 
tart had said that if the judgment of the House was against him, he would 
be thrown on his own resources for his daily subsistence,®l that he came 
over to his (Mr. N.'s) side of the House in the fulness of his heart, 
saying, "What more would you have?" or words to that effect.--62 


No, no, from COL. PRINCE®3, interrupting, I said nothing of the kind.64 


MR. NOTMAN (( continued:)) but ....was thereno outrage on the House-- 
was there no outrage against the feelings of Mr. Brown, against whom the 
gallant Colonel was particularly severe?65 


SIR A. MACNAB called the hon. gentleman to order for speaking of the 
debate of the former session.66 


MR. NOTMAN.--He (Mr. N.) was not to be so melted into forgiveness and 
forgetfulness of the conduct of the Returning Officer, at the Oxford 
Election, taking an active interest therein, interrogating the electors 
as to the party which they supported, &c., and laying a delusion and a 
snare for them.9/7 


Order, order, from COL. PRINCE.68 
MR. MORIN the SPEAKER called the hon. member for Middlesex to order.68 


COL. PRINCE would return the compliments paid him by the self-styled 
obdurate member who had spoken last, assuring him that he thought other- 
wise of his unforgiving disposition. /0 


MR. RICHARDS reminded the House that Mr. Vansittart had to appear in 
compliance with his own petition to be allowed to produce evidence to 
refute the imputations cast upon his character by the evidence given by 
Mr. George Brown last Session. In justice to himself therefore, an 
opportunity should be allowed him of exculpating himself./1 


SIR A. MACNAB persisted in objecting to the course sought to be 
adopted towards Mr. V., and maintaining that it was fraught with the 
worst of dangers, and would prove a mischievous precedent in the future 
proceedings of that House, in connection with contested Elections. /2 


The motion of Mr. Baldwin was put from the Chair and carried./3 


(10) 
On motton of the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin, seconded by 
the Honorable Mr. Price, 


Oxford Ordered, That the Order of the twenty-second March 
Electton. last, for the attendance of John George Vanstt- 


tart, Esquire, Returning Officer for the County 
of Oxford.at the last General Eleetton, at the Bar of thts House, on the 
fourth day of the present Sesston, be dtscharged. 


Ordered, That the time granted to the satd John George Vanstttart, Esqutre, 
to produce evidence in relation to hts conduct at the satd Electton, 
be extended to Monday next; and that he do attend at Bar of thts 
House on that day. 
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Then, on motton of the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin, second- 
ed by the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Lafontaine, 
The House adjourned unttl Monday next. 


APPENDIX: 19 JANUARY 1849. 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: RAILWAYS.)) 74 


MR. CAYLEY gave notice of a motion relative to Railways. /° 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: AMNESTY FOR REBELLION PRISONERS; AND 
COMMERCIAL RELATIONS BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AND CANADA.)) 76 


SIR A. MACNAB gave notice of two motions relative to the amnesty of 
political offenders in 1837 and 1838, and the Commercial relations of 
Great Britain and Canada. ’/ 


((NOTICE RE: UNSPECIFIED MOTIONS.)) 78 


COL. PRINCE gave notice of certain motions the words of which we could 
not catch. /9 


((NOTICE OF BILL RE: AGRICULTURAL RECIPROCITY WITH UNITED 
STATES.) ) 80 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MERRITT gave notice of a Bill for reciprocity 
of trade in agricultural produce with the United States. 80 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: TOWN LOTS IN CORNWALL.) ) 82 


MR. MCLEAN gave notice of some motions relative to town lots in Corn- 
wall. 83 


((NOTICE OF BILLS RE: EXEMPTION FROM ARREST IN LOWER CANADA 
OF UPPER CANADIAN RESIDENTS; AND OF ABOLITION OF IMPRISONMENT 
FOR DEBT.) ) 84 


MR. BADGLEY gave notice of his intention to introduce Bills, to exempt 
persons residing in Upper Canada from arrest in Lower Canada, and for the 
abolition of Imprisonment for Debt in Lower Canada. 


( (NOTICE ee a RE: PUNISHMENT OF WAREHOUSE MEN FOR 
STEALING. )) 86 


MR. HOLMES gave notice of a Bill to punish warehouse men taking 
fraudulent possession of goods and disposing of them.87 


((NOTICE OF BILL RE: LAND HELD IN FREE AND COMMON SOCCAGE.))88 


MR. SOL. GEN. DRUMMOND gave notice of his intention to introduce a 
Bill to remove doubts as to the Act of Lower Canada, 9 Geo. IV., 77, 
relating to lands in Lower Canada holden in Free and Common Soccage. 99 
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((NOTICE OF BILL RE: AMENDMENT OF LIBEL LAW.) ) 20 
COL. GUGY gave notice of his intention to beg leave to introduce a 
Bill for amending the Law relative to Libel and Slander.--(Hear, hear, 
and laughter.) 91 
((NOTICE OF BILL RE: ELECTIONS.)) 


MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE ((a donné avis d'une motion)) au sujet d'un 
projet de loi sur les élections. 


FOOTNOTES: 19 JANUARY 1849. 
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The debate on this matter was reported by: L'AVENIR, 20 January 
1849; PROVINCIALIST, 25 January 1849, STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 24 January 
1849, BATHURST COURIER, 26 January 1849, and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 
26 January 1849, which acknowledged MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT as its 
source, in identical accounts; PILOT, 22 January 1849, BROCKVILLE 
RECORDER, 25 January 1849, which acknowledged PILOT, 22 January 1849, 
as its source, BRITISH COLONIST, 26 January 1849, which acknowledged 
BATHURST COURIER and MONTREAL HERALD as its sources, and ST. CATHARINES 
JOURNAL, 17 February 1849, in identical accounts; and HAMILTON 
SPECTATOR, 27 January 1849, GLOBE, 24 January 1849, which acknowl- 
edged BATHURST COURIER as its source, and MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 Jan- 
uary 1849, in identical accounts. LA MINERVE, 22 January 1849, noted 
the debate. 

PILOT, 22 January 1849. 
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The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 
January 1849, GLOBE, 24 January 1849, which acknowledged its source 
as BATHURST COURIER, and HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 27 January 1849, in 
identical accounts. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 January 1849. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: L'AVENIR, 20 January 
1849; PROVINCIALIST, 29 January 1849, PILOT, 22 January 1849, 
BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 25 January 1849, which acknowledged PILOT, 

22 January 1849, as its source, BRITISH COLONIST, 26 January 1849, 
which acknowledged BATHURST COURIER and MONTREAL HERALD as its 
sources, and ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 17 February 1849, in identical 
accounts; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 January 1849, GLOBE, 24 January 1849, 
which acknowledged BATHURST COURIER as its source, and HAMILTON 
SPECTATOR, 27 January 1849, in identical accounts; and STANSTEAD 
JOURNAL, 24 January 1849, whose account was abbreviated, PROVINC- 
IALIST, 25 January 1849, BATHURST COURIER, 26 January 1849, and 
PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 26 January 1849, in identical accounts. 
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LA MINERVE, 22 January 1849, GLOBE, 27 January 1849, and MORNING 
CHRONICLE, 22 January 1849, noted the debate. Commentaries may 

be found in PROVINCIALIST, 29 January 1849; PILOT, 22 January 1849; 
and BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 25 January 1849, which acknowledged PILOT 
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74, The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 22 January 1849, 
copied by BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 25 January 1849, BRITISH COLONIST, 

26 January 1849, which acknowledged BATHURST COURIER and MONTREAL 
HERALD as its sources, and ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 1 February 1849, 
in identical accounts. 
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76. The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 22 January 1849, 
copied by BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 25 January 1849, BRITISH COLONIST, 

26 January 1849, which acknowledged BATHURST COURIER and MONTREAL 
HERALD as its sources, and ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 1 February 1849, 
in identical accounts. 
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78. The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 22 January 1849, 
copied by BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 25 January 1849, BRITISH COLONIST, 

26 January 1849, which acknowledged BATHURST COURIER and MONTREAL 
HERALD as its sources, and ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 1 February 1849, 
in identical accounts. 
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80. The debate on this matter was reported by: LA MINERVE, 22 January 
1849; PILOT, 22 January 1849, copied by BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 25 
January 1849, and BRITISH COLONIST, 26 January 1849, which acknow- 
ledged BATHURST COURIER and MONTREAL HERALD as its sources, in 
identical accounts. 
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82. The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 22 January 1849, 
copied by BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 25 January 1849, and BRITISH COLONIST, 
26 January 1849, which acknowledged BATHURST COURIER and MONTREAL 
HERALD as its sources, in identical actounts. 
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84. The debate on this matter was reported by: BATHURST COURIER, 26, 
January 1849, STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 24 January 1849, PROVINCIALIST, 

25 January 1849, and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 26 January 1849, which 
acknowledged MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT as its source, in identical accounts; 
PILOT, 22 January 1849, copied by BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 25 January 

1849, BRITISH COLONIST, 26 January 1849, which acknowledged BATHURST 
COURIER and MONTREAL HERALD as its sources, in identical accounts; 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 January 1849, HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 27 January 

1849, and GLOBE, 24 January 1849, which acknowledged BATHURST 

COURIER as its source, in identical accounts; L'AVENIR, 20 January 1849, 
and LA MINERVE, 22 January 1849. 

85. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 January 1849. 

86. The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 22 January 1849, 
copied by BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 25 January 1849, and BRITISH COLONIST, 
26 January 1849, which acknowledged BATHURST COURIER and MONTREAL 
HERALD as its sources, in identical accounts. 

Si ,PILOT, 22 January 1849. 

88. The debate on this matter was reported by: L'AVENIR, 20 January 1849; 
BRITISH COLONIST, 26 January 1849, which acknowledged BATHURST COURIER 


89. 
90. 
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and MONTREAL HERALD as its sources, MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 January 1849, 
BATHURST COURIER, 26 January 1849, STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 24 January 1849, 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 27 January 1849, GLOBE, 24 January 1849, which 
acknowledged BATHURST COURIER as its sources, PROVINCIALIST, 25 Jan- 
uary, 1849,and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 26 January 1849, which acknow- 
ledged MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT as its source, all in identical accounts. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 January 1849. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: PROVINCIALIST, 25 January 
1849, STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 24 January 1849, BATHURST COURIER, 26 Jan- 
uary 1849, and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 26 January 1849, which acknow- 
ledged MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT as its source, in identical accounts; 
BRITISH COLONIST, 26 January 1849, which acknowledged BATHURST COURIER 
and MONTREAL HERALD as its sources, GLOBE, 24 January 1849, which 
acknowledged BATHURST COURIER as its source, HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 27 Jan- 
uary 1849, and MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 January 1849, reported the debate 
in identical accounts. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 22 January 1849. 

L'AVENIR, 20 January 1849. 


MONDAY, 22. JANUARY 1849. 


(10) 
Mr. Laterrtére THE Honorable Mare Paschal de Sales Laterriére, 
takes hts seat. Member for the County of Saguenay, having prevtous- 


ly taken the Oath, according to Law, and subsertbed 
before the Commtsstoners the Roll containing the same, took his seat in 
the House. 


Pettttons The following Pettttons were severally brought 
brought _up. up, and latd on the Table. 


By Mr. Thompson,-- The Petttton of Abraham Nash and others, of the 
Tounshtp of Cayuga, District of Niagara; the Petition of the Prestdent, 
Directors, and Company of the Gore Bank; and the Petitton of John Jones 
and others, of the Townshtp of Wal, Walpole. 

By Mr. M'Lean,--The Petttton of Adam Cockburn and others, of Finch, 
and the adjotntng Touwnshtps. 

By the Honorable Mr. Cameron, of Kent,--The Petitton of John E. W. 
Daly, Esquire, and others, of North Easthope and other Townships, in the 
County and District of Huron, and of others of the Government Lands not 
north of the eastern sectton of the satd Dtstrict. 

By Mr. Duchesnay ,--The Petition of G. O. Stuart, Esqutre, and others, 
of the City of Quebec, and of the Counttes of Quebec and_Portneuf. 

By Mr. M'Farland,--The Petttton of Alexander Dou Douglas and others, of 
the Distriet of Ntagara; and the Petttton of Charles Park and others, 
of the vtetntty of the Welland River and the Welland Canal, District of 
Niagara. 

By Mr. Fortter,--The Petttton of the Corporatton of the College of 
Nicolet. 

By Str Allan N. MacNab, --The Petttton of Hugh C. Baker, Esqutre, 
President, and others the Vice-President and Directors of the Canada 
Itfe Assurance Company. 

By Mr. Smith, of Wentworth,--The Petttion of Alfred Digby and others 
of Brantford and other Townships. 

By Mr. Wetenhall,--The Petition of the Trafalgar, Esquesing, and 
Ertn Road Company. 

By Mr. Fournter,--The Petttton of F. X. Fournier and others, of the 
Partsh of Satnt Jean Port Jolt. 

By Myr. Polette,--The Petition of Mrs. Julte Angéltque Badeaux, of 
the Town of Three Rivers, widow of the late Louis Charles Cressé, 
Esuqtre. 

By Mr. Morrtson,--The Petitton of the Munictpal Council of the Home 
District (Boundary Lines.) 

By Mr. DeWitt,--The Petttton of Robert Barrte and others, of the 
western divtston of Htnehtnbrooke and Godmanchester; the Petttton of 
Fisher Ames and others, of the County of Beauharnots, and the Petttton 
of of M. a . Primeau andA. AS Prottier, of the County of Beauharnots. 

~ BY y Mr. Egan,- Egan, -- The Petition of Peter Aylen_and others , of the County 
of Ottawa; and the Petttton of James Wadsworth and others, of the County 
Ottawa. 
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By Mr. Cauchon,--The Petttton of the Muntetpal Counetl of _Rimouskt 
(Court House and Gaol;) the Petition of N. M'Farlane and others, of the 
Fief Marie Anne, District of Three Rivers; and the Petttton of Joseph 
Smolinskt, of Montreal. 

By Mr. Dumas,--The Petttton of Alexandre M. Deltsle and B. H. LeMotine, 
Of the City oF. oF Montreal, Esqutres, and of Jean Bte. Debten, juntor, of 
the Partsh of Ste. Rose, tn the District of f Montreal. 

By Mr. Davignon, --The Petttton of J. A. C. Marchand and others, of 
the Counttes of Chambly, Rouville, and "Huntingdon. 

By the Honorable Mr. Sherwood,--The Petttton of the Right Rever- 
end the Lord Bishop of Toronto, and others subscrtbers to the Toronto 


(27) 
General Dispensary Fund. 
By Mr. Jobin,--The Petttton of the Sisters of the Holy Cross of the 
Parish of St. Laurent, County of Montreal. 


Petitions read. Pursuant to the Order of the day, the follow- 
tng Pettttons were read:-- 

Of Adam J. Fergusson, Esqutre, and others, Electors of the County 
of Waterloo; setting forth:--That at the late Election in and for the 
County of Waterloo, of a Member to represent the satd County tn this 
Parltament, James Webster, Esqutre, and the Pettttoner, Adam Johnston 
Fergusson, were the candtdates; and that the other Petitioners are, 
and at the ttme of the satd Electton were Electors of the satd County, 
having a rtght to vote at the Electton to which thts Petttion relates, 
and that they voted for the satd Adam Johnston Fergusson at the satd 
Electton: That at the satd Election the satd Janes Webster was de- 
elared and returned as duly elected by the Returning Offtcer, on whitch 
oeceaston the satd Adam Johnston Fergusson tendered to the satd Return- 
tng Officer a written protest agatnst the Return of the satd James 
Webster, whtch protest the satd Returning Offtcer refused to recetve: 
That the Petittoners have good reason to believe, and vertly do belteve, 
that a large majority of legal votes was recorded at the satd Electton 
in favor of the satd Adam Johnston Fergusson, and that the majortty 
of the satd_Janes Webster ts only a colorable one, betng composed of 
persons not entitled to the Franehtse: That Polls were held at the 
satd Election in the Townships of Arthur, Normanby, Egremont, Bentinck, 
Glenelg, Sulitvan, Holland, Derby, "and Si Sydenham, whtch are sttuated 
tn the extenstve and newly settled territory commonly known as the 
Qwen's Sound Tract, and that vast numbers of votes were recorded tn 
these Townships for the satd Janes Webster, whereby the large majority 
obtatned by the satd Adan Johnston Fergusson tn the old-settled portton 
of the County, was overborne and out-numbered: That the Pettttoners 
have reason to belteve, and vertly do belteve, that great numbers of 
patents from the Crown were tssued to tnhabttants of these Townshtps 
tmmedtately before the satd Electton, and for the express purpose of 
influenetng the said Electton in favor of the satd James Webster: 

That the Petitioners have also reason to belteve, and vertly do 
belteve, that a very great proportion of the persons who voted for 

the satd James Webster, tn those Townships, at the satd Election, were 
not freeholders at the time of voting, and that the lands tn right of 
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whteh they were allowed to vote, were at the time vested in the Crown, 
no patents having ever tssued therefor: That in the satd Townships, no 
free, orderly, or peaceable Electton was held on the satd oceaston; but, 
on the contrary, a general scene of outrage, tntimidatton and vtolence 
prevatled: That the most fearful threats, attended in some cases by 
actual vtolence, were offered to the supporters of the satd Adam John- 
ston Fergusson in the satd Townships, by the supporters of the said 
James Webster, whereby the former were, almost wtthout exception, deter- 
red and prevented from voting for the said Adam Johnston Fergusson, as 
they would otherwise have done: That the agents of the satd Adan John- 
ston Ferqusson tn four of the satd Townshtps, were setzed, at the satd 
Eleetton, by the supporters of the satd James Webster, and forctbly car- 
rted off and imprisoned by them; so thea the satd agents were unable to 
be present at the respective Polls which they had been appointed to a 
attend, and the satd Adam Johnston Fergusson was tn consequence entirely 
unrepresented thereat: That others of the agents of the satd Adan John- 
ston Fergusson, tn the other Townshtps of the satd Owen's Sound Tract, 
were assaulted, threatened, and tll-treated by the supporters of the 
satd_ Janes Webster, tn order to prevent them from doing thetr duty as 
such agents: That the Deputy Returning Officers tn all the satd Town- 
ships of the Quen's Sound Tract admitted persons to vote for the satd 
James Webster tndtscritminately, and without regard to thetr property 
qualtficatton: That the satd Deputy Returning Offtcers, at such of the 
satd Townshtps as the agents of the satd Adam Johnston Fergusson were 
permitted to attend, generally refused to make the voters of the said 
James Webster ‘swear to thetr freehold qualt ification, as required by la, 
though the same was expressly demanded by the agents of the satd Adam 
Johnston Fergusson: That the satd Deputy Returning Officers also re- 
fused, tn many tnstances, to permtt the satd agents of the satd Adam 
Johnston Fergusson even to ask the voters of the satd James Webster 
whether they had deeds or not; and that many of the satd voters open- 

ly admitted, at the time of voting, that they had no deeds; notwtth- 
standing whtch, thetr votes were recorded by the satd Deputy Return- 

ing offreers: That during the polling tn the satd Townshtps of the 

satd Owen's Sound Tract, refreshments and tntoxtcating ltquors were 
openly and profusely supplied to the voters at the polling places and 
elsewhere, by the agents and supporters of the satd James Webster, for 
the purpose of promoting his Electton; and that party flags and colors 
were also exhtbtted and used by the supporters of the satd James Webster, 
tn certain of the satd Townships, at the satd Election contrary to 

the statute tn that behalf: That tn the Townshtp of Waterloo, at the 
satd Electton, the Poll was not kept open a suffictent length of time 

to permtt of all the Electors recording thetr votes, whereby a very great 
number of the Electors in the satd Townshtp of Waterloo, who were destr- 
ous of voting for the satd_Adan Johnston Fergusson, were deprived of an 
opportunity to record their suffrages; and that, from the absence of 
proper arrangements for the taking of the votes there, much crowding, 
confuston, and unnecessary delay oecurred, to the prejudice of the satd 
Adam Johnston Fergusson, and that much time was unnecessart Ly wasted 
there on the satd occaston, from the want of due despatch in going 
through the business of the Electton, and more espectally from the 
putting of unecessary questions to the Electors, and the inserting 
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of unnecessary entries in the Poll book, to the ltke prejudice of 

the satd Adam Johnston Fergusson; and praying for the above causes, 
that the said Election and Return of the satd James Webster for the 
County of Waterloo, may be declared void, or amended, and that the 
said Adam Johnston Fergusson may be declared elected and returned in 
his place and stead, as the Member to represent the satd County of 
Waterloo tn this Parltament,--or tf the same shall not be granted, 
then that a new Writ may be tssued by the proper authority, for hold- 
ing an Electton for the satd County of Waterloo,--or that the Petttton- 
ers may have such other relief in the premises, as the nature of the 
case requires and deserves. 

Of Willtan K. Mackenate, of L 'Orignal, tn the County of Prescott, 
Esquire; setting forth:--That the Pettttoner ts, and, at the last 
General Eleetton of a Representative to represent the County of 
Prescott in the present Parltanent, was a freeholder in the satd 
County of Prescott, and claims to have had a rtght to vote, and did 
vote, at the satd General Electton, wherein Donald M'Donald, Netl 
Stewart, and Thomas Hall Johnson, Esqutres, were candidates for the 
representation thereof: That, at such Eleetton, the satd Thomas Hall 
Johnson was declared by the Returning Officer duly elected as the 
Representative of the satd County of Prescott, by a majortty of one 


(12) 
over the satd Netl Stewart: That some of the voters, who voted for the 
satd Thomas Halil Johnson, voted wtthout the Township wherein the proper- 
ty in right of which they voted at the satd Election was sttuated, as 
may be seen by a reference to the Poll Books kept at the satd Electton: 
That several of the voters who voted for the satd Thomas Hall Johnson 
at the satd Electton, were not, at the time of such voting, possessed 
of the necessary property qualtftcatton to entttle them to vote at the 
satd Electton, tn consequence of whtch several tllegal votes were polled 
for the satd Thomas Hall Johnson: That, tn the Toumshtp of West Hawkes - 
bury, tn the satd County of Prescott, where votes were polled for the 
satd Thomas Hall Johnson, Donald M Donald and Netl Stewart, the property 
tn right of whtch such votes were gtven, were not (but wtth very few 
exceptions) entered tn the Poll Book kept for the satd Townshtp, at 
the satd Electton; thus rendering tt posstble, on a serutiny of votes, 
to determtne who had the majortty of legal votes at the Eleectton so 
holden in the satd Tounshtp: That an open house was kept tn the satd 
Toumshtp of West Hawkesbury on the days of the said Election, wtthtin 
a few acres of the hustings, where many of the voters of the satd Thomas 
Hall Johnson were entertained wtth liquor, food, and beds, at (the Peti- 
ttoner belteves) the expense of the satd Thomas Hall Johnson: That 
bribery, corruption, and tntimidation were resorted to by the satd Thomas 
Hall Johnson at the satd Electton, and that promtses of place were made 
by the satd Thomas Hall Johnson to persons who voted for him at the satd 
Eleetton; and praying that the House wtll enqutre into the allegations 
of the Pettttoner, and act in the premtses in such a manner as may appear 
to the House consonant with law and justice; that the Return made by the 
Returning Offtcer at the satd General Election be cancelled, and that a 
new Writ of Election be tssued for the said County of Prescott. 
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Of T. M. Daly and others, of North Easthope and other Townships, in 
the County of Huron, and of the Government Lands north of the eastern 
section of the District of Huron; praying that the satd Townships and 
Lands may be set apart and erected tnto a new District. 

Of James Dougall and others, of Amherstburg and tits vicintty, in 
the Western District; praying the adoption of Legislative measures for 
the suppression of Intemperance tn the use of tntoxteating liquors. 

Of John Ireton and others, of the Townshtp of Verulam; praying a 
grant of money to tmprove the main Road through the satd Township. 

Of Thomas Horner and others, of the Townshtp of Anderdon, in the 
Western District; praytng certatn amendments to the Common School Act. 

Of Willtam Ketehwn and others, of the Townshtp of Bosanquet; pray- 
tng that the satd Township, with nine others therein menttoned, may be 
set apart and erected tnto separate District, wtth Entsktllen as the 
District Town. 

Of John Sloan and others, of the Townshtp of Anderdon, Western 
Distrtet; praytng for the tneorporatton of Townshtps , Touns , ee 
and Cittes of Upper Canada, according to the provtstons of a Btl 
introduced in the third Session of the first Parliament of thts aoe 
vince. 

Of Thomas Boyle and others, Members of the Total Abstinence Soctety 
of Malden; praytng the adoptton of Legtslattve measures for the suppres- 
ston of Intemperance in the use of tntoxteating liquors. 

OF Messteurs J. G. Mackenzte and Company, and ape es of Montreal; 
praying the repeal of the present Bankrupt Law, and also of the Ordt- 
nance of Lower Canada whtch would be revived by tts exptratton; and 
that the Common Law be left tn force as to Insolvent Debtors. 

Of J. C. Bachand and others, of the District of Montreal, Notartal 
Students; praying that the Act the "Montreal Board of Notartes" to admit 
them to practtse the Notartal Professton. 

Of the Reverend Messtre St. Germain, Curé of the Partsh of St. 
ae County of Montreal; praying that he and ee be incorporated 
Of ae Reverend David Gtbbs, and others, of tvemiby and BiCini ey 
praying aid for an Academy recently established tn the village of Granby. 

Of J. Bte. Cadteux de Courville, of the Township of Orford; praytng 
compensation for certatn losses sustained by him tn consequence of the 
making of a Turnptke Road through hts property. 

Of John Burwell, of Port Burwell, Esqutre; praying a grant for the 
improvement "of Port Port Burwell Harbour, on Lake Erte. 

Of Wilitam H. LeMotne, Esqutre, and others, » of Cote de Beaupré, County 
of Montmorency ; praying that the Commtsstoners of the Quebec Turnptke 
Trust may be authortzed to borrow a sum of money for the tmprovement of 
the Beauport Road. 

Of Willtam Goodem and others, of the northern Townships of the County 
of Kent; praying that the satd Townships may be set apart and erected 
tnto a new Distrtet, and that they may continue annexed to the Western 
Distrtet wunttl thetr population shall warrant such dtvtston. 

Of Froome Talfourd, Esqutre, and others of the northern Townshtps of 
the County of Kent; praying that the satd Townshtps may be set apart and 














46 


erected into a new District, and that they may conttnue annexed to the 
Western District unttl thetr populatton shall warrant such dtvtston. 

Of James Bowte, of the Ctty of Montreal, Phystetan; praytng remu- 
neration for extraordinary services rendered, and property lost by htm 
at the Emigrant Sheds, during the season of 1847. 

Of Joseph Outmette and others, of St. Eustache and other Parishes, 
tn the County of Two Mountains; praying for the passing of an Act to 
authorize them to appotnt a certatn number of Commtsstoners or Trustees 
for the purpose of caustng to be made a Canal or Water-course for 
draining the lands flooded by the River du Chéne. 

Of the Reverend Janes Jones and others, of the Township of Stan- 
bridge, District of Montreal; praying atd in support of an Academical 
School establtshed in the Village of Bedford. 

Of Willtam Benson and others, of the Townshtp of Dumwtch, District 
of London; praytng that a certatn sum due to the satd Willtam Benson, 
for hts services as a Common School Teacher, may be patd hum. 

Of Benjantn Patne and others, of the Township of Delaware, District 
of London; praying for the passing of an Act to establish the Boundary 
Line between the second and thtrd Concessions of the satd Townshtp. 

Of the Reverend Charles Begin and others, of the Partsh of Rivitére 
Quelle and victntty; praying a grant to enable them to enlarge the 
Butlding erected tn the satd Partsh as a School for the educatton of 
young ladtes. 

Of Thomas C. Lee and others, of the City of Quebec, and others 
interested in the Shipping frequenting the port of Quebec; praying for 
the repeal of the Provinetal Act for regulating the shtpptng of Seamnen,-- 
and that measures be adopted for obtatning the amendment of the 
Impertal Statue 7 & 8 Vte. e. 112. 

of the Reverend T. “Smith and others, Roman Catholics of Upper Canada; 
praying that proviston be made for the College of Regtopolts at Kingston, 
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STE ee wtth the wants of the Roman Catholte population of the Pro- 
vince. 

Of J. PB. Pacaud and others, of Arthabaska and other Townships; pray- 
ing atd to complete the Road from the Church of Arthabaska to that of 
Somerset. 

of Jean Gaulecte, and others, of Stanfold and other Townships; pray- 


ieee 
Of Joseph Richard Thompson, of the Township of Brock, Home District 


praying for the passing of an Act to authorize the Courts of Chancery 
and Queen's Bench, tn thetr dtseretton, to admit him to practise as a 
Soltettor and Attorney. 

Of Archibald Thompson and others, of the Towmship of Stanford, Dts- 
trict of Niagara; praying that a Charter may not be eaters to any local 
Company for constructing a Ratlway from the Suspension Brtdge on the 
Niagara River, to Table Rock _at the Falls of Ntagara. 

Of Robert Hobson and others, District Counctllors and Magtstrates of 
the District of Niagara; praying that the District Town of the said 
District may be removed to a more convenient site, at the option of the 
Distrtet Council. 
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Of Charles Park and others, of the District of Niagara; praying that 
the District Town of the satd Dtstriet may be removed to a more conventent 
stte. 

Of Solomon Doan and others, of the Township of Crowland, District of 
Niagara; praytng that the District Town of the satd District may be re- 
moved to a more central site, to be chosen by the District Council. 

Of the Reverend Messtre Charland and others, of St. Clément and other 
Partshes, County of Beauharnots; praying that the Registry Office and 
the Ctreutt Court of the satd County may be establtshed and held in the 
Village of Beauharnots. 

Of Willtam Bagshaw and others, of the Township of Brock, Home 
Distrtet; praying that the dtvtston of the satd District, intended to 
be proposed, may not be granted. 

Of Patrick Finn and others, Trustees of the Roman Catholic separate 
School of the Town of Ntagara; praying that the Common School Act may be 
amended by providing for a more equttable apportionment of the School 
Fund. 

Of L. Duvernay and others, Proprtetors of Newspapers tn the City of 
Montreal; praying the House to take means to factlttate the publication 
of tts datly Proceedings. 

Of Joseph Meagher, Esquire, and others, of the Townshtp of La Nouvelle, 
County of Bonaventure; praying that the satd Townshtp may be latd out 
and subdivided, tn order that tts boundartes may be clearly defined for 
factlitating purchases and securing possesston theretn. 

Of J. Douglas, Esquire, and otners, of the City of Quebec; praying 
that the commutation of lands held en roture in that Ctty tnto free and 
common soecage, may be rendered compulsory upon the Setgneur, at the 
option of the Cénsttatre. 

Of James Cormier and others, of the Magdalen Islands; praying the 
abolttton of the Custom House and Ctreutt Courts on the satd Islands, 
and for certain alterations tn thetr Rents. 

Of Archtbald Norman and others, of the District of Gaspé; praying 
that free grants of land be made ten mtles apart on the Metts or Kempt 
Road, wtth an annual allowance, to encourage persons to settle on the 
same, for the purpose of keeping the satd Road open; and recommending 
to the constderatton of the House Thomas Evans, of Assemetquagan River, 
and John Low, of Lake Matapedia, for thetr zeal and benevolence upon 
the satd Road. 








MR. NOTMAN made a motion for the reading of the journals relative to 
the petition _against the return of James Webster, Esq., for the County 
of Waterloo. 


SIR A. MACNAB objected to the motion being made without previous - 
notice having been given.3 


MR. MORIN the SPEAKER decided in favour of the objection, and direct- 
ed the question to stand as a notice for this day. 


MR. NOTMAN then moved, seconded by MR. WETENHALL that the petition 
against the return of Mr. Webster be taken into consideration on Monday, 
the 5th February.> 
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On motton of Mr. Notman, seconded by Mr. Wetenhall, 
Waterloo Ordered, That the Petttton of Adam J. Fergusson, 
Electton. Esqutre, and others, Electors of the County 


of Waterloo, complaining of the undue Election 
and Return of James Webster, Esqutre, as a Member to represent the satd 
County of Waterloo in the present Parltament, be taken tnto constderation 
by thts House, on Monday, the ftfth day of February next, at the hour of 
four o'clock, P. M.; and that nottce to that effect, in writing, be forth- 
with given by Mr. Speaker to the Petittoners, thetr Counsel or Agent, 
and to the sttting Member, according to the provistons of the second clause 
of an Act passed by the Parltament of Upper Canada, during the fourth 
year of the Retgn of Hts late Majesty, George the Fourth, chapter four. 


Petition of Resolved, That the Petttton of Robert Hobson and 
R. Hobson others, District Counctllors and Magistrates 
and others; of the District of Niagara, be referred to a 


Select Committee, composed of Mr. M'Farland, 
Mr. Thompson, Mr. Cauchon, Mr. Hall, Mr. Notman, Mr. Armstrong, Mr. Smith, 
of Wentworth, and Mr. Morrison, to examine the contents thereof, and to 
report thereon wtth all conventent speed; wtth power to send for persons, 
papers, and records. 








OF -C. Park Ordered, That the Petttton of Charles Park and 
and others, others, of the District of Niagara; and the 
referred. Petttton of Solomon Doan and others, of the 


Tounship of Crowland, District of Ntagara, 
be referred to the satd Committee. 


Cornwall Mr. Rtehards, from the Select Committee 
Eleetton. appotnted to try the mertts of the Petttton com- 
platnitng of an undue Electton and Return for the 
Town of Cornwall, reported, That pursuant to adjournment, the Committee 
met on Saturday last at twelve o'clock, noon, and having watted for one 
hour, they were unable to proceed to bustness in consequence of the 
absence of Mr. Egan, Mr. Dumas, Mr. M'Connell, Mr. Chauveau, Mr. Marquts, 
Mr. Stevenson, Mr. Sauvageau, and Mr. Mongenats, members of the Committee; 
also, that the Commtttee met thts day at the same hour, and were unable 
to praceed to bustness, tn consequence of the continued absence of 


Mr. Chauveau, Mr. Egan, Mr. Mongenats, Mr. Marquis Mr. Sauvageau, and 
Mr. Stevenson, members of the Committee. 


Ordered, That Mr. Egan, Mr. Dumas, Mr. M'Connell, Mr. Chauveau, Mr. 


Marquis, Mr, Stevenson, Mr. Sauvageau, and Mr. Mongenais, do severally 
attend e 


in thetr places in thts House, to-morrow. 


Laws of Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Badgley have leave 
Patents Bill. to bring in a Btll to consoltdate and amend 


the Laws of Patents for Inventtons tn thts 
Provtnee. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second 
time, on Monday next. 
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Law of Evt- Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Badgley have leave 
dence Bill. to bring in a Btll to tmprove the Law of Evi- 


dence, and to abolish unnecessary Oaths. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a 
second ttme, on Monday next. 


Standing Com- Resolved, That Select Standing Committees of this 
mittees to be House, for the present Session, be appotnted 
appointed. for the following purposes:-- 

(14) 


i 


1.--ON PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS, 

2.--ON EXPIRING LAWS, 

.--ON RAILROAD AND TELEGRAPH LINE BILLS, 
4,--ON ROAD AND BRIDGE BILLS, 

.--ON MISCELLANEOUS PRIVATE BILLS, 

.--ON STANDING ORDERS, 

.--ON PRINTING, 

.--ON CONTINGENCIES, 


ww 
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whtch satd Committees shall severally be empowered to examine and enquire 
tnto such matters and things as may be referred to them by the House, and 
to report from time to time thetr observattons and optntons thereon; with 
power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Committee to Resolved, That a Select Commtttee of eleven Members 
prepare Lists. be appotnted to prepare and report wtth all 


conventent speed, Lists of Members to compose 
the satd Standing Committees ordered by thts House; and that the satd 
Committee be composed of the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin, 
Mr.Bouthtllter, Mr. Cauchon, Mr. Christie, Mr. Dumas, Mr. Hall, Mr. Mac- 
donald, of Glengarry, the Honorable Mr. Macdonald, Str_Allan N. MacNab, 
Mr. M'Connell, and Mr. Richards. 








COL. cuey.--° Je demande la permission de présenter un projet de loi 
au sujet des libelles./ 


(14) 
Libel Law Ordered, That Mr. Gugy have leave to bring tn a 
BEvls Bill to amend the Law respecting Libel. 


He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, 


COL. GUGY.--Ce projet de loi est basé sur la loi de Lord Campbell en 
Angleterre et a pour but® to regulate what was styled the liberty of the 
Press, and to secure the public from publications tending to hurt the 
feelings of others in the absence of a justification, on the ground of 
patriotism, &e.?, Il contient aussi une clause de la loi francaise, 
imposantl0 on the publishers &c., the onus of establishing such facts, 
and the obligation of giving the replies of the DoEry, attacked, and 
providing penalties for neglect in this particular.+ 


(14) 
and the same was received and read for the first time; and ordered to be 
read a second ttme, on Monday Next. 
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Amnesty. Str Allan N. MacNab moved, seconded by the 
Honorable Mr. Robinson, and the Questton betng put, 

That an humble Address be presented to Hts Excellency the Governor General, 

praying, he will be pleased to lay before this House, coptes of all Cor- 

respondence between the Home Government and His Excellency relative to 

the proposed Amnesty for polttteal offences committed tn thts Country, 

in the years 1837 and 1838.12 





SIR A. MACNAB moved an address to His Excellency praying for any 
correspondence that might have taken place with the home government 
relative to the proposed amnesty for political offenders. He believed 
this was the first time the house had been called on to assist the Queen 
in the exercise of her prerogative and he hoped therefore the hon. gentle- 
man opposite would be ready to give every information on the subject.13 


Seconded by MR. ROBINSON.14 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN was surprised at this motion, coming as it did 
from the hon. and gallant knight. The exercise of the Prerogative was, 
he believed, given particularly to the Crown, but when the Crown invit- 
ed both Houses of Parliament to give effect to its gracious intentions, 
it was indeed unusual to receive the intimation, in such a manner as 
this. He reminded the House that it was still more their duty to 
respond promptly and readily to the gracious message from the Throne, 
because of the addresses on this subject, presented to Her Majesty 
by the House in 1841 and 1844.15 In 1844 the House had agreed whenever 
Her Majesty was pleased to exercise her prerogative in favor of the 
political offenders in the unhappy rebellion of 1837 and '38, and now 
that Her Majesty had been graciously pleased to exercise that preroga- 
tive, he thought it would be very ungenerous to make any pause, or even 
to make the slightest objectionl®, He likewise denied that here (sic) 
members had any right to expect the confidential communications between 
the Home Government, and the Representatives of the Sovereign, to be laid 
before the Housel’, It might be thought such a request would be granted as 
a matter of course--such an idea was quite unfounded. Honorable members 
might as well ask for the persual of any or all the confidential com- 
munications passed between His Excellency and his advisers, by whatever 
action they took, they were responsible. He was sure that when the 
gallant Knight thus attempted to nullify the royal clemency, he would 
stand alone.48 He should oppose the motion, which he regarded as un- 
reasonable and unprecedented, and he felt convinced that the hon. and 
gallant knight would, on reflection, perceive the impropriety of the course 
he was pursuing. 


COL. PRINCE had never voted with more pleasure for a motion than for 
that of the late Mr. Neilson, at Kingston, referred to by Mr. Baldwin. 
But all the misguided men who were then in Parliament had been returned 
except Mr. Lyon McKenzie. 29 Why should this be? why should they act 
specially for the benefit of him? why was he excluded from that grant 
of mercy heretofore given by the Crown? if not that the Crown consider- 
ed him unworthy of such indulgence, and a direct opposition to this 
feeling was now evinced by the Ministers.*l There must be something 
hid from the House in this matter--some reluctance on the part of the 
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Crown, which it was necessary to overcome by this act of the House, which 
made him desirous to see the correspondence on the subject .22 With regard 
to the Address read by the Attorney General West, from the journals, he 
did not bind the House to adopt any legislation, as now proposed, but 

only as an earnest of the benevolent feelings of the House on the subject 
there treated--a response to the sentiments of the Crown. He must oppose 
any measure intending to restore such men back to the footing of good 
citizens. 


MR. PAPINEAU would willingly vote for a Bill to bring back an un- 
happy man; but in this case the Ministry appeared in an inexplicable 
light, for the prerogative of the Crown would be sufficient to admit 
him and many other persons. He asked for the correspondence between 
the local and the Imperial Government, and he asked what objections 
there could be to grant it. The House was the great Council of the 
Sovereign: not the little Council; not the Executive Council. It had 
the right to this kind of information more than any other body, unless 
in case the information should be said to be injurious to the public 
service. This kind of concealment could only arise from a system of 
corruption; for here there were none of those causes arising out of 
foreign alliances whichoccurred sometimes in independent legislatures; 
he hoped the Hon. Member for Hamilton would insist on his motion. 
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MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE.--Je regrette que l'honorable VEE Se qui 
vient de s'asseoir, n'ait pas été fidéle 4 la premiére partie” of his 
remarks.2/ M. Papineau ... devait avoir entendu les arguments de 1'hon. 
M, Baldwins 1). noycavait.pas répondu. 28 So aleedées tcraintes, Ll peut 
les garder pour lui: nous n'avons pas pour tache de les dissiper. 

Mais nous ne craignons pas de repousser ces accusations quand il dit: 
veut-on nous cacher quelque chose? y aurait~-il par hasard, dans ces 
correspondances, quelque chose qui put faire rougir certaines personnes? 
je n'ai qu'un seul moyen de lui répondre.?9 Le ministére libéral, 
ajouta M. LaFontaine, ne s'entoure pas de mystére. Il agit avec 
franchise et loyauté, 39 Que l'honorable membre lise 1'addresse de 1844, 
il verra qu'elle n'a été adoptée que sur ma proposition. Son attaque 
est donc aussi frivole que mal placée. Ce fait-1la seul M. l'orateur, 

ne prouve-t-il pas suffisamment que le retour de l'honorable membre 
lui-méme est dii A notre administration, ne doit-il pas le convaincre 
que si nous avons persisté a4 obtenir une amnistie générale ce n'était 
pas seulement pour pouvoir nous présenter devant le pays avec ce mérite. 
Il n'a aucune raison d'insinuer que ce mérite appartient 4 d'autres. 

Il a dit que ce pardon pouvait avoir lieu, se donner sans un acte 
du parlement 4 cet effet. Pourquoi donc a-t-on adopté le bill de 1844. 
L'honorable membre ignore-t-il qu'il faut absolument un bill; qu'il y 
a des personnes qui sont frappées d'attainder, de corruption du Say 
et qu'il faut un acte exprés pour l'annuler, le faire disparaitre.? 

Was the hon. member so ignorant as not to know, that under the English 
Criminal Law, 22 if faut un acte du parlement pour rétablir ces personnes 
dans leurs droits, dans la jouissance de leurs biens qui ont été 
confisqués? Je crois qu'il aurait mieux rempli son devoir, qu'il eut 
agi avec plus de prudence et de sagesse s'il eut attendu pour se 
plaindre qu'il eut vu notre bill.3? He had only to look at the Journals 
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of the English and Irish Parliaments, to see the necessity for such an 
act as the Ministry intended to bring in.34 Pourquoi donc ne pas suivre 
la méme régle, , adopter la méme conduite en Canada?3° Je puis lui dire 
en terminant que, s'il y avait eu chez nous dumystére, il ne serait 
peut-étre pas ou il est aujourd'hui. Il serait peur-étre en exile. 36 


COL. GUGY.--Je suis aussi heureux que qui que ce soit de voir une 
amnistie accordée aux personnes qui gnt souffertes par suite des troubles 
de 37. J'approuve de cette mesure. Besides the persons now in banish- 
ment, there were others who had sadly suffered in their endeavours to 
defend those institutions which now all were unanimous in sustaining. 
What was to repay the soldier who then bravely volunteered--what the 
inhabitant, forced to leave his bed and house in the dead of night, by 
troubles which took place in all parts of the country?--Such persons as 
these ought to be commiserated as much as the guilty. He thought, then, 
the correspondence might perhaps contain some expression of desire on 
the part of the Crown to make some recompense to this class for their 
sufferings in its service, and he would like to see if it did. --It 
appeared to him such a bill as this should contain some means of com- 
pensating those who had lost their natural defenders. All parties 
should have the right to return to their country: but he could not help 
having some respect for those who had suffered for the misfortune of 
being loya138 and who, while the guilty had been overlooked, had been 
passed over in oblivion of their service. 


M. CAUCHON.--M. L'orateur, lorsque j'ai entendu du trdme (sic) 
énoncer que tous les hommes tant ceux qui étaient coupables que ceux qui 
ne 1'étainent pas, auraient droit dorénavant de revoir la patrie, de 
rentrer aprés une si longue absence au sein de leurs familles, je 
croyais que toutes les voix seraient unanimes pour remercier la voix 
qui l'anoncait et qu'il n'y aurait pas un seul homme qui aurait élevé 
la voix pour le blamer! Cependant il y a eu un homme, oui il y a eu 
un homme qui l'a fait quand tout le pays l'admirait. Il y a eu un 
homme qui a osé dire que ce n'étati pas un acte méritoir, un acte digne 
d'admiration et de reconnaissance: cet homme, messieurs, c'est le 
représentant du comté de Saint Maurice, c'est l'honorable Louis Joseph 
Papineau. I1 a dit qu'il ne voulait pas réveiller le passé. C'est lui 
pourtant qui réveille le souvenir des malheureux é@événements de 37, 
événements déplorables dont il a été la cause principale. C'est lui, 
tout le monde le reconnait, qui a amené sur le pays ces jours de 
tristesse et du deuil. I1a fait fondre sur nos tétes des milliers de 
maux sans néanmoins, en porter la responsabilité morale ou autre. Et 
maintenant, il veut décrier ceux qui veulent guérir les plaies de la 
patrie, les blessures qu'il lui a infligées. Lui qui devrait surtout 
se taire, lui qui a moins intérét que qui que soit 4 parler, il vient 
décrier des hommes 4 qui il doit son retour dans la patrie; il devrait 
6tre le dernier 4 accuser. Y a-t-il donc du patriotisme a repetisser 
les hommes de son pays, 4 dénigrer ses compatriotes, 4 vouloir se 
croire seul grand, seul capable, seul bon, seul puissant? 

Je dis done encore une fois est-il bien, est-il convenable, n'est-ce 
pas pénible au contraire que le représentant pour le comté de St.-Maurice 
nous raméne sans cesse vers le passé? S'il a forcé ceux qui voulaient 
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le recevoir comme ami 4 rappeler le passé, y a-t-il de notre faute? 
C'est lui qui a poussé la presse, ainsi que nos hommes publics dans cette 
voie dans laquelle ils ont regretté de se voir embarqués malgré eux. 

J'étais porté 4 croire que l'honorable monsieur, aprés les maux 
désolants qu'il a provoqués, garderait le silence sur un pareil sujet, 
quand surtout il est question de rappeler dans le pays des hommes qui 
sont exilés. I1 me semblait que tout le monde devait étre content et 
qu'on choisirait un autre moment pour faire connaitre son mécontentement; 
que quand il était question d'une amnistie sans restriction, on ne devait 
pas rentrer dans les détails d'une semblable mesure, pour jeter du 
mécontentement, pour répandre la méfiance dans le pays. Si l'honorable 
membre était aujourd'hui 4 votre place, monsieur l'orateur, je suis 
persuadé que nous n'aurions pas en ce moment 4 nous plaindre de lui. 

Je regrette qu'il nous ait poussés dans cette discussion; de sem- 
blables luttes ne peuvent pas faire le bien du pays. I1 pouvait penser 
comme il 1l'entendait, mais il n'aurait jamais di dans son propre 
intérét jeter du doute au milieu de cette chambre, pour faire croire 
que les hommes qui sont 4 sa téte veulent le malheur de leurs compa- 
triotes, qu'ils ont déja trahi la patrie. Qu'il ne vienne pas faire de 
fausses insinuations contre eux; qu'il fasse voir au moins, s'il le 
peut, qu'il a la preuve qu'ils aient voulu empécher le retour dans le 
pays de quelques uns de leurs compatriotes. 


MR. CHRISTIE asked whether there was any object for asking this 
correspondence? Were there any circumstances under which the House 
would refuse to act in accordance with its addresses of 1841 and 1844? 
For his own part, he thought it cruelty to keep McKenzie out of the 
country; and if it were their wish to admit not only him, but five 
hundred more, it so many were in banishment, the Government should 
have his vote. 


MR. SHERWOOD said. he would be the last to invade the privacy that should 
be maintained between the Ministers of the Cabinet and the Governor; 
but, in the present case, he thought it advisable that any correspondence 
that had passed between them should be made public. 2 Information could 
do no one any harm, and it was probable that this correspondence would 
explain the reasons why the Imperial Government was ready to do now, 
what it had never been ready to do before. He understood that, hither- 
to, the Imperial Government had alleged cogent reasons for excepting 
Mr McKenzie from all proclamations of mercy. Perhaps the information 
now sought would confirm him (Mr. Sherwood) in the course he proposed 
to take on the address: perhaps it would cause him to alter his course. 


SIR A. MACNAB said if he had any hesitation in presenting his motion 
before, he was quite confirmed in insisting upon it now.44 ((He)) had a 
right to ask for information, and it would be for the Government to refuse 
it or not. If they thought it would do good to the Government, with the 
majority of the people of the country, they would probably give it to the 
House--if not, they refuse on their own responsibility. He threw back 
the insinuations of unkindness toward these unfortunate people. He had 
had hundreds of them in his power, and had letters to show that he had 
exercised as much humanity as those who professed greater liberality. 

He had refused to vote the general amnesty in 1844, because he thought 
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sie, {Beye eae Sir A. MacNab voulait, disait-il connaitre les motifs 


qui avaient engagé les deux gouvernements a4 permettre la rentrée dans 

le pays des hommes qui ont porté les armes contre le souverain, et il 
était d'opinion encore qu'il ne falliat pas y accéder sans restrictions 

et sans motifs puissants. 46 It was like whipping a school boy one day,and 
bringing him back the next to give him more than he had ever cried for.47 


SIR A. MACNAB48.. moved for copies of all correspondence relative to 
the removal of restrictions on the commerce of the Province. 

MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS promised all the papers.°? 

(14) 

The House dtvtded; and the names betng called for, they were taken 
doun, as follow:-- 

YEAS. 

Messteurs Badgley, Brooks, Cayley, Crysler, Gugy, Macdonald of 
KINGSTON, Str Allan N. MacNab, Malloch, M'Connell, M'Lean, Papineau, 
Prince, Robinson, Seymour, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Sherwood of TORONTO, 
Smith of FRONTENAC, and Stevenson.--(18.) 


NAYS. 

Messteurs Armstrong, Attorney General Baldwin, Beaubien, Bell 
Soltettor General Blake, Boulton_of NORFOLK, Bouthtllter, Cameron of 
KENT, Cartter, Cauchon, Chrtstte, Davignon, DeWitt, Soltettor General 
Drummond, Duchesnay, Egan, Fortier, Fournter, Fourquin, Gutllet, Hall, 
Hineks, Holmes, Jobin, Johnson, Attorney General_LaFontaine, Laterrtére, 
Macdonald of GLENGARRY, Marquis, M'Farland, Meritt, Méthot, Mongenats, 
Morrtson, Nelson, Notman, Polette, Price, Sauvageau, Seott of TWO MOUN- 
TAINS, Smith_of DURHAM, Smith of WENTWORTH, Taché, Thompson, Viger, Watts, 
and Wetenhall.--(47.) 

So tt passed tn the Negative. 


On motton of Str Allan N. MacNab, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Mac- 
donald, 


Restrtettons Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
upon Commerce. Hts Excellency the Governor General, praying 


he wtll be pleased to lay before thts House, 
coptes of all Commmtcattons between the Impertal and Provinetal Govern- 
ments relative to the proposed removal of Restrictions tmposed by Impertal 
Aets upon the Commerce of thts Provtnee. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excellency the 
Governor General, by such Members of thts House as are of the 
Honorable the Executive Counctl of thts Provtnee. 


Toumshtps Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Attorney General 
Erectton Bill. LaFontatine have leave to bring in a Btll to 


conftrm the Ereetton of certain Townshtps, and 
for other purposes relattve to the Erectton of Townships. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time, on Tuesday, the thtrtteth instant. 
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Electton Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Attorney General 
Brie: LaFontatne have leave to bring in a Bill to 
repeal certain Acts therein menttoned, and to 

amend, consolidate and reduce into one Act the several statutory provi- 

stons now tn force for the regulatton of the Electtons of Members to 

represent the People of thts Province tin the Legislative Assembly thereof. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 

was recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a 

second ttme, on Tuesday, the thirtteth tnstant. 





Offenders Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Attorney General 
Treaty Bil. LaFontatne have leave to bring in a Btll for 


better gtving effect, within this Province, to 
a Treaty between Her Majesty and the Untted States of Amertca, for the 
apprehenston and surrender of certatn Offenders. 
He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a second 
time, on Tuesday the thirtieth instant. 


Real Property Ordered, That Mr. Soltettor General Drummond have 
Conveyance Leave to bring tn a Bill forremoving doubts 
BELL as to the legal effect of the Act of the Legtstla- 


ture of Lower Canada, passed tn the ntnth year 

of the Retgn of His late Majesty King George the Fourth, and inttituled, 
"An Act for rendering valtd Conveyances of Lands and other tmmoveable 
property held tn free and common soccage within the Province of Lower 
Canada, and for other purposes therein menttoned," and for the greater 
untformtty of the Law relative to Real Property in Lower Canada. 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a 
second time, on Tuesday, the thirtteth tnstant. 





Warehouse- Ordered, That Mr. Holmes have leave to bring tn a 
men's Puntsh- Bill for the puntshment of Warehousemen and 
ment Bill. others giving false recetpts for Merchandtize, 


and of persons recetving advances upon Goods, 
and afterwards fraudulently dtspostng of the same. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved, and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a 
second time, on Monday next. 


Partttton o Ordered, That Mr. Solitcettor General Drummond have 
Lands, &c., leave to bring tn a Bill to amend and extend 
BLL. certain provtstons of "An Act to factlttate 


the partition of Lands, Tenements, and Here- 
dttaments tn certain cases tn Lower Canada." 51 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, 


MR. SOL. GEN. DRUMMOND introduced a Bill to amend the act passed in 
1847, to facilitate the partition of lands in Lower Canada. Mr. Drummond in 
introducing the Bill, stated it was to amend a part of the act which had 
been entirely overlooked by him and many other members of the House. Cer- 
tain townships in Lower Canada had been granted to a number of persons as 
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tenant in common, and these tenants had now become so considerable, in 
consequence of sales, and of deaths of original tenants, and by the suc- 
cession of their families, that it had become impossible to ascertain 
the exact rights of parties, or to get the lands divided by an ordinary 
process of law; and in consequence an act was passed to facilitate the 
division of these said lands. It was principally with the notice re- 
quired to be given by any person petitioning the Court of Queen's Bench, 
that he wished to amend the act. His impression at the time the act 
passed was, that a twelve months notice, in the newspapers, was given 

by any person applying for a division of any part of the lands, in order 
that time might be given to all parties interested to fyle their claims 
on the lands; but by this second section of the act, he found that only 
15 days notice was required to be given. Now, this period was far too 
short to allow all the parties that might be interested to appear and 
protect their rights. There was probably some 300 or 400 persons, in 
the Township to which he referred, who were interested in land, a 
petition for the division of which was to be presented after three weeks 
notice, and as many of these persons claimed under ten or twelve titles, 
and many of them would be obliged to go a considerable distance to get 
them, it was impossible that they could get their claims fyled in time, 
and consequently would suffer great loss. By the Bill now introduced, 
it was proposed to stay all proceedings that had already been taken, and 
to require that six months notice be given in the public newspapers, and 
that parties interested in lands, petitions for the division of which 
had already been presented, be allowed to the lst of May 1849, to add 

to their petitions or claim any additional proof or papers they might 
think proper. It was also provided, that where parties claimed as heirs 
of a deceased person, they would not be required to prove that they were 
the legal representatives of such person, unless their quality was con- 
tested by some other person claiming from the same party. 


(14) 
and the same was recetved and read for the ftrst time; and ordered to 
be read a second ttme, on Wednesday next. 


MR. SHERWOOD?> observed that, before the House came to the order of 
the day for taking into consideration the Governor's Speech at ((the)) 
opening of the Session, he hoped the other orders on the list would be 
taken into consideration--alluding, more especially to the order of the 
day demanding the attendance of Mr. Vansittart at the Bar24 to justify 
his conduct as Returning Officer at the last election for the County of 
Oxford. ... It was a matter of privilege, and ought, therefore, accord- 


ing to the usage of the House, to take precedence of all other business; >> 


SIR A. MACNAB.--It was their first duty to protect the privileges of 
the House; and by the rules of the House, questions of this sort should 
always take precedence. If, however, the majority were determined, they 
could, of course, set aside the rules of the House, and take up the debate 
on the Mage sdamce 


MR. SHERWOOD and SIR A. MACNAB wished to have the case of Mr. Vansit- 
tart first disposed of’. It was a great hardship that Mr. Vansittart, 
should be obliged to come down here with his witnesses, and thus be 
obliged to wait here from day to day at great expence, when the House 
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had fixed this day, for hearing his evidence at the bare Both gentlemen 
appealed to the speaker to know his degision-— whether or not cases of 
privilege did not precede all others. 


MR. MORIN. the SPEAKER said it might, in his opinion be left to the 
House.°9 It was usual with the House to take up questions of privilege 
before proceeding to other business, but he did not think it was imperative 
on the House to do so.6l 


MR. CAYLEY reminded hon. gentlemen opposite, that when the question 
of the hon. and gallant knight from Hamilton's right to his seat in the 
House came up, they then insisted that it should take precedence of the 
debate on the Address. 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN was surprised at the hon. member for Huron quot- 
ing that instance as a case in point, for the hon. and gallant Knight 
was then Speaker, and the question was, whether the House could do any- 
thing without the Speaker. (Hear, hear.) The two cases were not at all 
parallel.63 He hoped there would be nothing to prevent or postpone the 
debate on the Speech of His Excellency. 


And on the question having been put, the orders were left to be pro- 
ceeded with in regular rotation. 5 


(15) 
Cornwall Aecording to Order, Norbert Dumas, Esqutre, 
Electton. Member for the County of Letnster, who was absent, 


on Friday last, from the Select Committee appotnted 
to try the merits of the Petitton complatning of an undue Electton and 
Return for the Town of Cornwall, attended tn his place; and having gtven 
sattsfactory reasons for hts not being present at the meeting of the 
Commtttee on that day; and having vertfted the sane upon oath; 


Ordered, That Mr. Dunas be excused for not attending the Committee, on 
Friday last. 


According to Order, Pterre Canac dit Marquis, Esquire, Member for the 
County of Kamouraska, who was absent, on Friday and Saturday last, from 
the Select Committee appotnted to try the merits of the Petttton complatn- 
tng of an undue Election and Return for the Town of Cornwall, attended in 
his place; and having given satisfactory reasons for hts not betng present 
at the meetings of the Committee on those days; and having vertfted the 
same upon oath; 


Ordered, That Mr. Marquts be excused for not attending the Committee, on 


Friday and Saturday last. 


According to Order, John Egan, Esquire, Member for the County of 
Ottawa, who was absent, an Friday and Saturday last, from the Select 
Commtttee apointed to try the mertts of the Petitton complaining of an 
undue Eleetton and Return for the Town of Cornwall, attended in his 
place; and having gtven sattsfactory reasons for hts not betng present 
at the meetings of the Committee on those days; and having vertfied the 
same upon oath; 
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Ordered, That Mr. Egan be excused for not attending the Committee, on 
Frtday and Saturday last. 


Speech con- The Order of the day for taking tnto constdera- 
stdered. tton the Speech of His Excellency the Governor 


General to both Houses of the Provtnetal Legtsta- 
ture, betng read, 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN ... ((said)) it was usual to take up His Excel- 
lency's Speech before proceeding to any business, whatever; and moved 
that the order of the day, for the consideration of His Excellency's 
Speech, be now read. 


(15) 

The Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin moved, seconded by Mr. 
Soltettor General Drunmond, and the Question betng proposed, That thts 
House do now take tnto constderatton the Speech of Hts Excellency the 
Governor General to both Houses of the Provinetal Legtslature. 


M. PAPINEAU.--J'ai été surpris en voyant l'an dernier, la nouvelle 
procédure, qui a @té adoptée dans cette Chambre et qui, il me semble, 
peut donner lieu 4 quelques surprises, dans quelques circonstances, sur- 
tout quand un membre pourrait se trouver dans une grande minorité ou 
qu'il aurait le malheur d'étre seul de son parti. S'il n'a pas alors 
l'avantage d'avoir un comité général de toute la Chambre, il est certain 
qu'il n'a plus cette liberté de débats, de discussion qui doit étre con- 
servée, garantie 4 tous les membres de la Chambre. Je viens tout 4 
l'heure d'éprouver cet inconvénient. Ayant dit queques mots; dans la 
réplique qui m'a été faite, on s'est empressé de me préter des opinions 
que je n'avais pas énoncées. La presse se hatera de répandre ces 
énoncés sans que j'aie eu le privilége de repousser des assertions mal 
fondées. Je crois done qu'il est dans l'intérét de tous les membres de 
n'étre pas asservis 4 une marche si évidemment contraire a la liberté 
de discussion qui doit régner dans tous les pays libres, dans toute 
chambre représentative bien constituée. 

Il est une foule de bills, une foule de propositions qui doivent 
étre débattus, sans qu'il soit nécessaire d'avoir recours bien souvent 
a la formation des comités généraux dans la Chambre, mais je crois que 
s'il est un cas ot cela soit nécessaire, c'est quand au commencement 
d'un nouveau parlement nous nous trouvons pour la premiére fois en 
présence d'une administration 4 laquelle nous avons 4 demander 4 quelle 
condition elle a accepté le pouvoir, quels sont ses projet de réformes, 
comment, enfin, elle a fait fonctioner les attributions dont elle est 
chargée. Je crois donc devoir proposer en amendment 4 la motion devant 
le fauteuil, qu'on se forme en comité général de toute la Chambre, afi 
de donner 4 tous les membres toute la facilité de discussion possible. 


(15) 
The Honorable Mr. Papineau moved tn amendment to the Question, 
seconded by Mr. Sauvageau, That after the word "constderatton" the 
followtng words be tnserted: "itn a Committee of the whole House." 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN hoped that the hon. Member would not persist in 
his motion. The course which they were now pursuing was the one which 
had been followed since the Union, and was the course pursued in England. 


Oe, 


It was found to be the most convenient mode of procedure, and the 
Members on both sides of the House, he was sure, would say so. 


SIR A. MACNAB said the course proposed by the hon Member (Mr. Bald- 
win) was the practice which was always followed, both here and in Great 
Britain. /0 


(18) 
And the Questton betng put, That those words be there inserted; the 
House dtvtded: and the names betng called for, they were taken down, as 
follow: 


YEAS. 
Messteurs Christte, Fournier, Paptneau, Prinee, and Sauvageau.--(5.) 
NAYS. 


Messteurs_Armstrong, Badgley, Attorney General Baldwin, Beaubten, 
Bell, Soltettor General_Blake, Bouthitllter, Cameron of KENT, Cartter, 
Cauchon, Cayley, Davignon, DeWitt, Soltettor General Drummond, Dumas, 
Egan, Flint, Fortier, Fourquin, Gugy, Guillet, Hall, Hineks, Holmes, 
Jobin, Johnson, Attorney General_LaFontaine, Laterrtére, Macdonald of 
GLENGARRY, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Str Allan N. MacNab, Malloch, Marquts, 
M'Connell, M'Farland, M'Lean, Merritt, Méthot, Mongenats, Morrtson, Nelson, 
Notman, Polette, Price, Robtnson, Scott of TWO MOUNT. INS, Sherwood of 
BROCKVILLE, Sherwood of TORONTO, Smtth of FRONTENAC, Smtth of WENTWORTH, 
Thompson, Viger, Watts, and Wetenhall.--(54.) 

So tt passed tn the Negative. 

Then the matn Questton betng put; 








Resolved, That thts House do now take into constderatton the Speech of 
His Excellency the Governor General to both Houses of the Provinetal 
Legtstlature. 

The House proceeded accordingly to take the satd Speech tnto constd- 
eratton. 


M. DUMAS.--/1 M. l'orateur, je remplis avec plaisir la charge qui m'’est 
dévolué (sic) de proposer la motion de concours dans le discours que nous 
a fait Son Excellence le gouverneur général 4 L'ouverture de la présente 
session. 

Les innovations introduites dans ce discours’2 due to the change which 
had been effected in the system of government’”’, me donnet 1'assurance 
qu'on veut véritablement le bien du pays. 

Fort de l'appui de cette Chambre, fort de la confiance du pays, le 
ministére n'a pas craint de nous donner un grand appercu des réformes en 
contemplation. C'est par la confiance qu'il a répondu 4 la confiance 
du peuple. Et a quoi lui aurait servi la dissimulation, lorsque le 
peuple peut 4 chaque instant retirer son mandat 4 chacun de ses membres? 
La dissimulation pouvait convenir a un autre ordre de choses, 4a des 
temps ou la ruse et l'astuce tenaient lieu de vertu politique. 

Le ministére loin d'avoir 4 craindre pour sa politique ne peut que 
grandir dans l'opinion publique. Dans chacune des mesures contenues dans 
ce discours on voit 1l'importance et la sagesse de sa marche. 

Au eae rang figure l'amnistie générale en faveur de nos compat- 
riotes/4 who still languished on a foreign soil in consequence of the 
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unhappy events of 1837 and 1838,/? Honneur 4 ceux qui ont pris l'initi- 


ative dans cet acte de miséricorde, 4 ceux qui ont obtenu cette promesse 
de la prérogative royale! Quel honneur pour nous de rendre nos malheur- 
eux exilés, 4 leurs femmes, 4 leurs enfants, 4 leurs familles! Quel 
bonheur pour eux de rentrer dans leur patrie et de voir leur pays qu'ils 
avaient laissés dans l'oppression, rentrer de nouveau dans la possession 
de ses droits politiques! Quel plaisir encore pour eux de voir le pouvoir 
entre les mains des hommes du choix de leurs concitoyens! Quel plaisir de 
revoir le pays en possession des libertés publiques pour lesquelles ils 
avaient eux-mémes combattu; versé leur sang et perdu leur liberté! Ils 
Sauront eux, apprécier la sagesse et la persévérance admirables de ceux 
dont une oppression aussi pesante que longue n'a pu lasser la passion, 

et qui, a force de circonstances, ont reconquis cette victoire qui les 
avait un instant abandonnés sur le champ de bataille. Ils sauront recon- 
naitre la valeur, le mérite de ces hommes qui ont toujours cherché la 
liberté dans les limites de la constitution. 

Qui n'applaudira pas encore 4 cette autre mesure de justice, qui tend 
a rappeler cette clause inique de l'acte d'union qui impose des restrict- 
ions 4 l'usage de la langue francaise? 

Déchirons cette page notre histoire qui en éternisant la honte de nos 
tyrans, @ternisera aussi les combats, le résistance des canadiens contre 
l'Union. Je n'ai pas de terme trop fort, pour qualifier 1l'union des 
Canadas. On a voulu, en nous 1'imposant, blesser les canadiens dans ce 
qu'ils avaient de plus cher. On ne puet préter aux auteurs de 1'Union 
aucun motifs raisonnables. Est-ce que la langue parlée par Lamartine, 
Thiers et Odillon Barrot n'était pas assez énergique pour rendre, pour 
exprimer la profondeur de leur politique, SEE B03 ont osé la supprimer? 
or ..- Subtle enough for their dark diplomacy. 7 Qui ignore que la langue 
francaise a été adoptée par toutes les cours comme la langue de la 
diplomatie? qu'elle est admirée depuis des siécles par toute 1’Europe, 
qu'elle est l'interpréte de son droit public? Mais non, ils l'ont cru 
trop stérile pour la rédaction de nos statuts provinciaux. Son Excel- 
lence le représentant de notre souveraine, nous a paru, lui, entretenir 
une toute autre opinion sur mérite de la langue francaise. I1 n'a pas 
craint de déparer son discours, en le pronongant dans la langue des 
premiers colons du pays. C'est que son éducation, ses connaissances, le 
mettaient en état d'en connaitre les avantages, d'en apprécier les 
beautés. 

Avoir obtenu le rappel de cette clause inique, de cette clause 
dégradante de l'acte d'union est pour nos ministres la meilleure 
preuve qu’ils pouvaient donner de la justesse de leurs vues, la 
meilleure réponse qu'ils pouvaient faire 4 ceux qui les accusaient 
d'avoir accepté l'union, comme s'il nous ett fallu laisser le champ 
libre a nos adversaires, comme s'il ne fallait pas mieux nous en servir 
pour porter au pouvoir le parti libéral. 

C'est ainsi que le poison le plus subtil entre les mains d'un habile 
médecin se convertit en un reméde salutaire; c'est ainsi qu'il peut tirer 
la vie d'un principe de mort. 

L'attention de cette Chambre a été aussi attirée particuliérement 
sur plusieurs autres mesures d'une grande importance, I1 y a cette du 
bill de judicature et celle du bill du King's College que je ne crois 
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pas devoir passer en revue dans le moment actuel. 

Quand a la premiére de ces mesures, ceux qui ont eu l'avantage 
d'en lire le projet peuvent avoir un avant-goit, une idée de l'habileté 
avec laquelle seront faconnées les autres./8 La question de King's 
College intéresse plus particuliérement la partie occidentale de la 
province. C'est de cette mesure qu'un célébre magnétiseur’” un grand 
charlatan, qu'on nous avait envoyé d'Angleterre, sans doute 4 cause 
de ses grands talents dans l'art du mesmérisme, disait qu'elle avait 
été la pierre d'achoppement du ministére d'alors, qui est encore le 
ministére d'aujourd'hui; ministére qui saura démentir cette assertion 
ridicule, en faisant de cette mesure une loi agréable 4 tous les 
habitants du Haut-Canada. 

Dans la crise ou nous ont lancés, les innovations commerciales de la 
Mére-Patrie, 4 la veille d'adopter un systéme colonial nouveau, nous 
devons réjouir de voir le vaisseau de l'état, déja balloté par de rudes 
secousses, nautonniers (sic) habiles et capables de le diriggt dans 
encombres a4 travers les dangers d'une mer encore inexploitée™, la 
mére orageuse de notre politique coloniale.%4 ((He)) concluded by moving 
the following ((resolutions) ) :83 


(165) 

Mr. Dunas moved, seconded by Mr. Wetenhall, and the Question being 
proposed, That an humble Address be presented to Hts Excellency the 
Governor General, to thank Hts Excellency for hts gractous Speech from 
the Throne at the opening of the present Sesston of the Provinetal 
Parltament: 

To assure Hts Excellency that thts House cordtally concurs tn the 
sattsfactton expressed by His Excellency, that uninterrupted tranqutl- 
itty has prevatled tn the Province during the Recess: 

That the proofs whitch the people of Canada have furntshed during 
thts pertod of general excitement and disqutetude, of their love of 
order, and of the attachment they bear to thetr institutions wtll, 
they feel assured, tend to establish the credit of the Province on a 
firmer basts, and to promote tts prosperity: 

That they learn wtth the greatest satisfactton that tt ts the 
purpose of thetr beloved Soveretgn to exerctse the prerogative of 
Merey in favor of all persons who are sttll liable to penal consequences 
for polttteal offences artsing out of the unfortunate occurences of 
1837 and 1838, and to assure His Excellency that they wtll with humble 
gratitude coneur tn passing any Act that may be proposed to gtve full 
to effeet to thts Her Majesty's most gractous tntentton: 

That it affords this House much pleasure to learn, that in complt- 
ance with the destre of the Legislature, of thts Province, expressed 
tn a jotnt Address of the two Houses of the Provinetal Parltament, 
the Impertal Parliament has passed an Act repealing the Clause in the 
Unton Act which tmposed restrictions on the use of the Freneh Language: 

That thts House learns wtth pleasure, that Hts Excellency has dur- 
tng the Recess been tn communication with Her Majesty's Prinetpal Sec- 
retary of State for the Colontes, and with the Lieutenant Governors of 
Nova Seotia and New Brmswick, on the subject of the Provinetal Post 
Office, and that on the meeting of the Impertal Parltament steps will 
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be taken for conferring on the Provinctal Authortttes the enttre control 
and management of thts Department; and they trust that when the arrange- 
ments for effecting thts object shall have been completed, tt may be 
found practtcable to establish a low and untform Rate of Postage for the 
British North Amertean Provinces: 

That they concur wtth Hts Excellency tn the beltef that an tnerease 
tn the Representatton would be attended wtth constderable advantage to 
the publte interest, and to assure Hts Excellency, that the subject, 
whteh ts one of no ordinary tmportance, wtll not fatl to recetve thetr 
best constderatton: 

That they cordially coneur tn the gratification expressed by Hts 
Excellency, at the opposttton mantfested at one time tn certain parts 
of Lower Canada, to the School Act, having in a great measure substded; 
and that they will readtly consent to make such alterattons in tt, as 
shall render tt as little as posstble onerous to the Rate-payer, wtthout, 
however, compromtsing the tmportant princtple whtch tt has consecrated, 
tn securing for all the youth of thts section of the Province, the bles- 
sing of Educatton: 

That the system of Judicature tn both secttons of the Province--the 
Laws for the regulatton of Munictpalittes, and the Constttutton of the 
Universtty of King's College, shall recetve thetr best attentton: 

That they learn wtth great satisfaetton that the Officers employed 
tn exploring the Country between Quebec and Haltfax, with the. vtew of 
discovering the best line for a Ratlway to connect these two potnts, 


(16) 
have presented a Report contatning much valuable tnformatton, and set- 
ting forth tn a strong ltght the advantages of the proposed undertaking; 
and that a Despatch from the Secretary of State for the Colontes has 
been recetved by Hts Excellency, expressive of the tnterest taken by 
Her Majesty's Government tn the executtve of thts great work: 

That they wtll gtve thetr best constderation to the Accounts for the 
past, and the Esttmates for the present year, when they shall be submtt- 
ted by Hts Excellency; and they beg to assure Hts Excellency, that he 
may rely on thetr readiness to grant the Suppltes whtch are necessary 
for the Public Service: 

That thts House parttctpates in the concern expressed by Hts Excel- 
leney, that Canada_has been sertously affected by the Commercial depres- 
ston by whtch the past year has been unfortunately charactertsed: 

That they feel grateful to Hts Excellency for having tmpressed on 
Her Majesty's Mintsters the urgent necesstty which extsts for the re- 
moval of such provistons from the Impertal Statute Book as may tend to 
restrict the Commerce of thts Provinee, by checktng the resort of for- 
etgn Shipping to tts Ports tn search of fretght; and that they recetve 
with the highest sattsfactton the tnformatton that Hts Excellency's 
representattons on thts head have been cordially responded to by the 
Queen's Government: 

That among the measures to whitch Hits Excellency has been pleased to 
refer, as mertting the attentton of the Provinetal Parliament at the 
present time, as betng calculated to ratse the credit of the Provtnee, 
to extend tts trade, and to contribute to the developement of tts re- 
sources, thts House ts grattfted at finding that Hts Excellency has 
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particularly directed thetr attentton to the following as spectally 
important: 

The provtston of suen funds as may be required for the completton 
of the St. Lawrence Canals, at the earltest pertod. With respect to 
which great works, they are happy to learn that, it is belteved, that 
they may be so far perfected at a small additional expense as to permit 
Vessels drawing nine feet on the outward, and etght feet on the inward 
voyage, to pass from Lake Erte to the Ocean, soon after the opening of 
the navigatton; and that when thts object shall be accomplished, Canada, 
will possess an Inland Navigation unparalleled in capaetty and length, 
and connecting the marts of a Commerce to the growth of whtch it ts 
tmposstble to asstgn limits: 

The enactment of a Law authorizing the altenatton of works of a 
purely local character whtch have been executed at the cost of the 
Provinee, and gtving the Government such powers as may be be necessary 
for the re-organtzatton of the Provinetal Debt, and creatton of an 
effitctent Sinking Fund. That tt ts gratifying to feel that this debt 
has been contracted tn the prosecutton of costly wars, whether of 
defence or aggresston, but tn the construction of works of utility, the 
more tmportant of whtch can hardly fatl, when completed, to prove remu- 
nerative; and further, that the extstence of a large revenue, derived 
from Customs, places the eredttor of the Canadtan Publte tn a very 
advantageous posttton, whitch wtll be tmproved when the prinetple of the 
Stinking Fund ts brought tnto active operatton: 

The amendment of the extsting Immtgratton Act, wtth a vtew to the 
removal of such provtstons as tend to prevent Immigrants who propose to 
settle tn Canada, or the Western States of the Unton, from proceeding 
to thetr destination by the route of the St. Lawerence. With respect 
to whitch tmportant subject this House fully coneurs with His Excellency, 
that the Passenger Trade ts an tmportant branch of the trade tnwards, 
whteh cannot be dtscouraged wtthout prejudice to the trade outwards, 
and thanks His Excellency for the assurance that he wtll not fatl to 
make every exertton whtch the tnterests of the public health wtll per- 
mit, to reduce the expenditure of the Immtgration Department to the 
seale of the years preceding 1847, when a passenger tax, constderably 
less onerous than that now levted, with the oecastonal addttton of a 
small grant from the Publie Treasury, sufficed to cover tt: 

That thts House recetves wtth pecultar grattfitcatton the recommen- 
datton of His Excellency to constder the expediency of setting apart a 
portton of the Publite Domatn, tn order that the revenue derived from 
the sales thereof, may form a Fund, the tnterest of whtch shall be 
applted to the support of Common Schools; and to assure Hts Excellency 
that the subject wtll recetve thetr best attention, as well as the 
important suggestion of Hts Excellency to tnvest the Capttal artsing 
from thts source, etther tn the Stoeks of the Provtnee or tn those of 
some of the prinetpal Ratlways, the construction of which has been 
sanettoned by Parltament: 

That thts House feels grateful to Hts Excellency for the assurance 
that in maturing these and all kindred measures whtch have the pro- 
motton of the moral and econontecal well-betng of the people of this 
tmportant Provinee for thetr object, they wtll ever find His Excellency 
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willing and destrous to cooperate wtth them: 

That they fully concur with Hts Excellency that in the posession of 
a Revenue dertved from so many tndependent sources, and exempt from nu- 
merous charges that wetgh heavily on the resources of other Communtttes, 
Canada enjoys great and stngular advantages; and they cordially untte 
with His Excellency tn the hope that, under God's blessing, Legtslatton 
may be so dtrected as to enable her to reap the full benefit of them. 


MR. WETENHALL.--Mr. Speaker, I have great pleasure in seconding the 
resolution which has been proposed, and so forcibly and eloquently sup- 
ported by my learned friend the member for Leinster; and in doing so, 
Sir, I shall make but some brief remarks on a few of the paragraphs 
contained in it. The first two paragraphs refer to the uninterrupted 
tranquillity which has prevailed in Canada, whilst many other countries 
in Europe® have been disgraced by internal strife and contention. I 
think, Sir, that this state of tranquillity is, and ought to be, matter 
of deep gratification to all of uss and [I think, Sir, the cause or 1 
is easy to be found. It has been occasioned, in my opinion, by the 
confidence of the people in the goodness of their institutions; by the 
determination of our Sovereign, so frequently expressed, to govern 
Canada with an earnest desire to promote the best interests of its 
inhabitants, and by the general conviction that all necessary reform 
can be obtained, by constitutional means, through the representatives 
of the people, and the other branches of the Legislature; and there is 
no doubt, Sir, this uninterrupted tranquillity will tend to place the 
credit of the Province on a firmer basis, and to promote its prosperity. 
Then, Sir, with regard to the proposed amnesty, which has been already 
debated this evening, I have listened attentively to that debate, and 
must say, in spite of all that was said on the subject, that I believe 
I express the sentiments of every generous mind in Canada, when I state 
that they will feel great satisfaction in the exhibition of benevolence 
given by our Sovereign in extending the Royal mercy to those concerned 
in, the unfortunate occurrences of 1837 and 1838--a course of conduct, 
Sir, in perfect harmony with the generosity of disposition which has 
characterised her whole reign; and, Sir, all will agree with me in think- 
ing, that, in this instance, our gracious Queen has religiously perform- 
ed that part of her coronation oath, in which she has sworn to administer 
justice in mercy. Then, Sir, we are informed of the repeal of that part 
of the Union Act which imposed restrictions on the use of the French 
language. There is no member of this House better pleased than myself 
to see this act of justice accorded to our fellow subjects of Lower 
Canada; for it is but right and just to act towards others, as we would 
they should act towards us; and every member of British origin in this 
House will agree with me, that if a similar proportion of the inhabi- 
tants of a French colony were of British extraction, and many of them 
unacquainted with the French language any restrictions on the use of 
the English language would be considered an intolerable hardship. Then, 
Sir, reference is made to the Post Office--there is perhaps no reform 
more called for than that of the Colonial Post Office, and public opin- 
ion has long since pointed out its necessity86, In Upper Canada there 
was no subject upon which a deeper feeling existed than upon the exorbi- 


84 


65 


tant rate of postage now charged, 87 and if legislation on the subject 
shall result in the better management of the department, and in satis- 
factory reduction of postage, it will be one of the greatest boons that 
can be bestowed on the inhabitants of Canada. Then comes the recommen- 
dation of His Excellency to increase the number of Representatives in 
this House. A very general feeling prevails, Sir, that the present 
number of Representatives°? was insufficient to represent the whole 
Province fairly, and89 ought to be increased, and there is no doubt 

that in former Parliaments it had been found inadequate to protect the 
country from those peculiar influences which are supposed to have been 
brought to bear on particular members of the House. I trust, therefore, 
that the measure prepared by the Administration on this subject, will 
be found of such a character as will remove all obstructions to a full 
and fair representation of the popular feeling. Then, Sir, reference 

is made to the opposition of the School Act in certain parts of Lower 
Canada having subsided.99 He was glad to hear that such was the case;3... 
however, 74 I trust, Sir, from the expression here used, we are not 

to infer that the School Act in Upper Canada is considered perfect--for, 
although the act has been carried into operation, there is no act on 
the statute book more irksome to the people, and none which requires 
more immediate amendment: many of its provisions are more than onerous, 
and a great part of its machinery is cumbersome, expensive and unneces- 
sary.--Then, Sir, we are informed that His Excellency had impressed on 
the Home Government the necessity which exists for the removal of such 
provisions from the Imperial Statute Book as may tend to restrict the 
commerce of this Province, by checking the resort of foreign shipping 

to its ports in search of freights. We have, Mr. Speaker, abundant 
evidence of the injurious effects of the British Navigation Laws on the 
commerce of Canada, and I believe it would be no difficult task to prove 
that the restrictions imposed by these Laws have been more costly than 
all our Canal and internal improvements. The loss occasioned by them 
is not confined to the purchasers, but is felt also by the producers of 
Canadian produce; for, if the buyer has to provide against high freights 
and the risk of his property being detained in Canada for want of sea- 
going vessels, he will.most certainly be unable to give the producer 

the full value of his produce; and this, Sir, has been actually the case 
for some time. Indeed for the last three years most of the wheat grown 
in the section of the country in which I reside, has forced its way to 
the United States, in spite of the heavy duty there levied on it. This 
wheat would, Sir, have been purchased by merchants of Montreal and Quebec, 
but for the risk of its detention in the Colony, or the certainty of 
having to pay extravagant freights.--The scarcity of vessels in the 
ports of Montreal and Quebec is too notorious to require more than an 
allusion to the fact. It has been frequently pointed out in memorials 
from this city (Montreal.) But, Sir, the injury inflicted by these 

laws is not confined to the export trade-- for all know that many arti- 
cles are now purchased By the Upper Canada merchants in the New York 
markets, and this has been caused chiefly by the low freights by Amer- 
ican vessels, to and from the port of New York. You will remember, 

Mr. Speaker, that when famine prevailed in Ireland, about two years 

ago, the wharves of Montreal were overloaded with bread-stuff--the 
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owners of which, in consequence of the scarcity of sea-going vessels, 
were many of them ruined; though had foreign vessels been allowed to 
come up the St. Lawerence, such calamity would not have occurred. 
This state of things, is thus briefly and graphically described by 
Ricardo:--"So that at Montreal there were stored up bread-stuffs in 
abundance: on the opposite shores of Ireland there was scarcity and 
famine, and even death from hunger,--the merchants of the colony ruined--~ 
the people of this Mother Country starved--ships at hand to convey the 
grain, but they were built on the wrong side of the St. Lawrence. The 
ban of the Navigation Laws was upon them." Amongst the measures spe- 
cially recommended by His Excellency to the consideration of this House, 
the first is the provision of such funds as are necessary for the com- 
pletion of the St. Lawerence Canal, so as to perfect the navigation 
between Lake Erie and the ocean. There is no doubt this is necessary 
and highly desirable, and will tend much to the extension of our com- 
merce and the growth of our towns. Yet I trust, Sir, this is not the 
only improvement intended to be prosecuted; for there are many works 

of a difficult and expensive nature which require immediate attention. 
In some parts of the Province, the main road is intersected by immense 
ravines, which are now passed by narrow and dangerous roads, for the 
improvement of which the inhabitants of those parts have frequently 
petitioned this House, and the continued disregard of their petitions 
has caused them to dread that an intention is entertained of totally 
neglecting them. These required improvements are on the same Provin- 
cial road, and are of far too expensive a character to admit of their 
improvement by the local municipalities. There are also other Canals, 
which require to be enlarged and improved, and I trust, Sir, they will 
not be neglected by the present administration. In conclusion, Sir, 

I believe the Address from His Excellency will give general satisfac- 
tion, as indicating the desire of the Administration to bring forward 
such measures as are required for the welfare of the country. 


COL. PRINCE 93 was desirous of stating his sentiments upon the pre- 
sent occasion. At a time like this, when the country was governed by 
a party, it might seem strange for him, who had never been a party man, 
much less a party leader, to rise and speak in the present state of the 
debate; but whatever people thought of it, he must do what he consider- 
ed his duty, and make a few remarks upon the Address of His Excellency. 
It was amusing, it was funny, he thought, to hear a Speech from the 
Throne, ina Briyish Colony, delivered by the Representative of Her 
Majestyi <.% and? the motion for the answer to the speech from the 
throne, and the speech made by the hon. member in moving it, delivered 
in a foreign tongue, ((it)) seemed somewhat strange to him; indeed, he 
thought it funny, as he doubted not it would sound so in the ears of 
most Britons. They were to have the French language, and he supposed this 
speech was made as an introduction to the new state of things. He 
doubted if this alteration was wished for by His Excellency. 929 No doubt 
His Excellency was advised to do this, and he had no doubt he would soon 
be advised to do many more amusing and absurd things. It was, no doubt, 
done to please the French Canadians; but why did they not get His Excel- 
lency to read it in French first? It might have pleased them more, it 
was a desperate thing to be obliged to be contented to play second fid- 
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dler. But they need not think they would gain any credit by it, they 
could not so easily blind fold the Canadians, who, he was sure, would 
only look upon it as an attempt to throw dust in their eyes, 76 It might 
be that, by next session, something more funny might be attempted.?/ 
The Ministers enjoyed the support of the hon. member for Glengarry, 
who had always given them his confidence, and, no doubt, he expected 
to get something for all this, but they appeared to have forgotten to 
give them a touch of the Speech in Gaelic.--(Hear, hear, and laughter.) 
And then look at the quiet County of Waterloo, the representation which 
might be said to be vacant now, and to the representation of which a 
legal gentleman, who gives his confidence to the present Ministry, is 
said to be aspiring, and, no doubt, they might soon expect to see him 
take his seat among them. Now, as the County of Waterloo was chiefly 
filled with good honest Dutchmen, it would not be treating them and 
the legal gentleman well if they neglected to do something to please 
them, and at the next Session they might expect to hear the Ministry 
requesting His Excellency to give a touch of his Speech in High Dutch--- 
(Hear, hear, and laughter;) there might be good policy in all this, 
and instead of the Ministers laughing at it, if he was one of them he 
would give it his serious attention; but, after all that had been done, 
he had no doubt they would come back to the good old English tongue. 
He would direct his attention to the Speech; in the first clause, it 
was stated that universal tranquillity prevailed throughout the Pro- 
vyinees he denied it--apathy did, but not tranquillity. But if tran- 
quillity did prevail, did it proceed from the present Ministry? did it 
proceed from their shameful proceedings--from their dismissal from 
office of tried and faithful friends of the Crown? Does it proceed 
from their violation of His Excellency's pledged word upon some occa- 
sions?-—(Hear, hear.) Did they want him to specify any of them?28 

MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN.--Just as you Diasec 3 

COL. PRINCE.--Yes, they had unwarrantably dismissed from office men 
to whom the country would have to look to as their future advisers; 
and the present Ministry had also made appointments which should not 
have been made. He would refer them to the case of the three associate 
Judges at London--(Hear, hear.) He might refer to others, but he would 
ask members just to look at the case of the three associate Judges for 
the town of London. In every Commission of Oyer and Terminer, there 
were generally three or four gentlemen of the first figure and highest 
respectability and influence associated with the Judges to advise them 
about things in the District, which the Judges could not be expected to 
know much about; and for the town of London, Messrs. Clynch, Bostwick and 
Harris had acted as such for a great many years. These gentlemen had 
been left out of the last Commission.199 The office was not one of Proce. 
but of honour, and it was unjust to dismiss, or set aside men, who were 
willing to act in such officesl01, and he would ask how it was that their 
mames had been omitted--had they been guilty of any wrong? He would ask 
why they dismissed them, was it because they were Conservatives? He found 
that they had filled up their places with other gentlemen!92 political 
friends of the Ministry193 which had been done, no doubt, by the advice 
of the member for Kent ;+ and it was thus that gentlemen of capacity 
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and talent were treated, who were guilty of nothing, save differing in 
the political sentiments from the. Executive. He said, true it was 
that "to the victors belong the spoil," but a generous victor would not 
have done so; there was a great difference between dismissal from, and 
appointing to office, and a generous victor would have allowed men who 
filled such offices to retain them. He would now refer them to the 
case of Mr. Gzowsky, an atrocious case; that gentleman was a foreigner, 
and came to this country about 6 years ago, when he was invited to join 
the Board of Works as an Engineer, and since that time till lately he 
had performed his duties to the satisfaction of every one--and when he 
was suddenly deprived of his salary of £600 a year, (and he is a man 
with a large family,) and informed that his services were no longer 
required, and that in a letter of great politeness,--(Hear, hear,)-- 
which bore testimony to his skill and good conduct; and why was this 
done? It was done to make room for Mr. Killaly106 the political 
friend of the Ministry,197 who was immediately appointed to the sit- 
uation, at a far higher salary; and yet the pretext for depriving Mr. 
Gzowsky of his situation was, that the country could no longer afford 
to pay him his salary--that was the way to save money! He would now 
make a few remarks about the Board of Works, and he would like to know 
upon what principle it was that the Chief and Assistant Commissioners 
had been appointed.--They had in England a Board of Works, but it was 
filled from top to bottom with eminent Engineers.--But whom have they 
put at the head of the Board here?--a most respectable gentleman and 

a first rate physician no doubt, one who could physic his patients 

well, but he was a person who knew no more of Engineering than he 

(Col. P.) did, and that was very little; and, then, who was called upon 
to assist him; was it an Engineer? It was the member for Kent, who, 

no doubt, knew the value of lumber, the value of a bale of goods; very 
well, but was totally ignorant of Engineering. The hon. member for Kent 
was, no doubt, laughing in his sleeve like to split his sides, at the 
idea of appointing him Assistant Commissioner, and saying to himself, 
"What fools they are to put me into such an office."108 (Laughter. )109 
Sometime ago it was contemplated to build a bridge at Chatham, over the 
River Thames, and they sent up the member for Simcoe, (Mr. Robinson,) 
who made his first Report upon it, but, for some reason or other, that 
was not sufficient; and sometime after the member for Kent was sent up, 
and he made his Report on it, but that was not sufficient either, and 
the Chief was obliged to come up to see about the building of this 
little bridge; but even the opinion of these three gentlemen did not 
appear sufficient; and in coming down he (Col. P.) had met Mr. Killaly 
posting up all haste, six hundred miles, in order to see what could be 
donetll about the small bridge over a little rivulet. --(Laughter.) 

Was not this a very absurd way of doing business? The hon. member then 
proceeded to speak about the conduct of the Ministry in employing other 
members of the Bar to conduct the Crown business when there were Queen's 
Counsel to do it.--It might be ascribed to him that he spoke from per- 
sonal feelings, and that he complained of this because he had been de- 
prived of the Crown business, but it was not because they had done so 
that he complained of it; he never expected it, and it was on behalf of 
the other Queen's Counsel, and for the sake of the profession, that he 
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spoke; he told them long before the member for Middlesex was sent up to 
conduct the Crown business, he told them during the last Session, that 
they could never get his support; no person was so loud and so bold in 
his denunciations of them as he (Col. P) wasll2, He had told the At- 
torney General so at the close of the last Session, and he would now 
tell him so again. He would also remind him that he could not raise 
the character of the profession in pursuing his present course, and he 
condemned him for thus depriving the Queen's Counsel of their fees, 
merely because they did not belong to his political party.113 In 
England such a course would never be tolerated, for there, even 
although most of the business is conducted at the instance of private 
prosecutors, or the Association for the Prevention and Punishment of 
Crime, Queen's Counsel were always employed in preference to stuff 
gowns. The hon. member then proceeded to say that he could not see 
that the present Ministry could claim any credit for the repeal of the 
law MO ee the use of the French language; it was the tast) edmia- 
istration ((who)) had memorialized the Queen on the subject. 

With regard to an increase in the Representation, they were told that 
an augmentation of the number of members was desirable; he did not see 
that it was, and he would be no advocate for the saddling of the country 
with an additional expense of £10,000 per annum in the present depressed 
state of its finances, and it was a measure a was justifiable until 
an appeal had first been made to the country. 2+ Some portions of the 
country might require an increase in the representation, such as Mid- 
dlesex, but 117 let there be an appeal to the country upon it, and then 
let the country, and the electors, determine whether it was desirable 
that the Representation should be increased or not.118 some change 
might be required in the Judicature.119 Then, with regard to the 
Charter of King's College, he must depreciate any interference with 
such a solemn deed as a Charter. He was not of the opinion that had 
been expressed in England, that a Charter was only a piece of parchment 
with a bit of sealing-wax dangling to it, which might easily be torn to 
pieces at any time.121 ye would rather that the whole property of 
the College should be broken up, and scattered over the Province for 
general education, 122 (hear, hear, )123 than allow such interference 
with it as he was afraid would be proposed, and if it was so dealt with, 
he (Col. P.) would turn his attention to the Lower Province, and see if 
there were no Charters there that could be dealt with in a similar man- 
mer. The Address spoke of the amendment of the Emigration Law with a 
view to encourage emigrants, intending to settle in Upper Canada or the 
Western States, coming by the St. Lawrence. What had they to do with 
emigrants coming to settle in the Western States? What had they to do 
with the Union? Nothing; but he would tell them the conduct of the Min- 
istry was altering the views of many of their best citizens regarding 
the Union, and many of them would be obliged to leave their country to 
go there, if the conduct of the Ministry in excluding all that were good 
and virtuous from the office was persisted in.--(Hear, hear.) The hon. 
members opposite cry, hear, hear. He had no doubt that they would be 
happier under a Republic than under England!24, 


Hear, hear from the Opposition??>, 
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COL PRINCE: but they had not the courage to come forward and say 
so.--(Hear, hear, and laughter.) He would not say any more. He 
intended at first to have moved an amendment, but he found, on consult- 
ing his friends, that they were averse to his doing so, and he would, 
therefore, not move one; but he could not sit down without again pro- 
testing against the truth of the statement, that tranquillity prevailed, 
and insisting upon the propriety of asserting the word apathy in its 
stead126, 


M. PAPINEAU.--127 Je me léve pour dire le peu de mots, que j'ai 
a dire a l'occasion des circonstances, qui ont accompagné la convoc- 
ation du parlement provincial, cette année. Dans la maniére, qu'il 
a été ouvert, il y a quelque chose d'inaccoutumée. C'est un acte de 
justice trop agréable, trop digne d'approbation, de la part du souverain 
du pays pour qu'on ptit se permettre d'en faire un sujet de basses rail- 
leries, comme on s'en est permises. Le gouverneur a prononcé son 
discours en anglais et en francais. Le rétablissement de la langue 
Francaise dans le parlement Canadien était un acte de stricte justice, 
que nous devait l'autorité constituée. Son excellence remplissait 
donc son devoir, en agissant comme il l'a fait. I1 l'a fait. avec toute 
l'attention et la courtoisie, qu'on devait en justice au peuple de cette 
province, et on doit lui en savoir gré. L'année derniére j'ai été blessé, 
j'ai @6té profondément affligé dans l'occasion salennelle (sic), out le 
parlement a été convoqué, de voir que le discours du tréne n'eut pas 
été prononcé en langue francaise. Dans les usages du pays cette prati- 
que avait toujours eu lieu. I1 est vrai que les gouverneurs n'ayant 
pas toujours l'éducation, qui semble inséparable de la connaissance de 
la langue du pays, le plus civilisé de l'Europe, étaient souvent obligés 
de faire lire le discours par un de leur subrogés, mais toujours était- 
il dans la langue francaise. Il n'y a que depuis l'Union des deux pro- 
vinces, que cet acte de justice a été interrompu. 

La personne chargée ordinairement de lire le discours du gouverneur, 
quant il ne pouvait pas le faire lui-méme, était l'orateur du conseil; 
et comme il arrivait souvent que celui-ci ne connaissait pas lui-méme 
trés bien la langue de mes compatriotes, il martyrisait, la plupart du 
temps, tellement le discours, qu'on ne pouvait a peine le comprendre. 
C'est ainsi qu'une fois lL'orateur du conseil fesait dire au gouverneur 
qu'il désirait armer le plutét possible la malice canadienne. Le mot 
"malice" canadienne était, comme 4 dessein, toujours substitué au mot 
milice canadienne. Le discours cette année a été prononcé en francais 
avec dignité, et d'une maniére propre a faire honneur aux sentiments 
de celui qui 1'a prononcé, et 4 lui mériter la reconnaissance du pays. 

Ceci posé, je dis que quant 4 tout le reste de cette adresse, je 
n'y vois rien de louable, mais beaucoup a blamer, beaucoup a reprendre. 
Je ne sais pas si c'est un piége tendu a cette assemblée, ou si l'on a 
bien calculé la portée du discours, qu'on a mis dans la bouche de Son 
Excellence. Toujours le second paragraphe de cette adresse nous 
entrainerait-il 4 compromettre le pays, plus qu'il ne 1l'a jamais été, 
si nous l'acceptions sans explication, sans protestation:--Voici ce 
paragraphe: 

"Que cette Chambre a l'assurance que les preuves qu'a données le 
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peuple du Canada, pendant cette période d'excitation et de malaise 
général de son amour de l'ordre et de son attachement 4 ses institu- 
tions, tendront 4 asseoir le crédit de la province sur une bas plus 
solide, et 4 l'avancement de sa prospérité. 

Voila, monsieur l'orateur, 4 mon avis, le ministére libéral 4 peine 
monté au pouvoir, qui déja fait un pas rétrograde, qui descend, qui se 
rabaisse jusqu'a jouer le rdle de ci-devant conseil du Lord Sydenham. 
Cet éloge sans mesure, cet @loge insensé, que nous font nos ministres, 
de la constitution batarde qui a été imposée au pays; cet éloge sans 
restriction de l'acte d'Union, met les membres du cabinet soit-disant 
libéral en contradiction directe avec eux-mémes; elle contraste on ne 
peut plus avec leur passé, avec leurs protestations (quand ces pzo- 
testations pouvaient leur profiter et les porter au pouvoir) contre 
l'acte d'Union. Rien de plus opposé, de plus contradictoire, que leur 
conduite d'alors, et celle d'aujourd'hui; que leurs déclarations sur 
les hustings et leurs déclarations du jour. Quoi! l'acte d'Union 
a-t-il donc subi des changements tels que nous devions maintenant 
donner une approbation entiére 4 ce que nous avions été si unanimes 
d'abord 4 condamner? mais on veut faire contraster l'acte d'Union 
avec l'acte de constitution, qui nous régissait au paravant. On met 
ces deux constitutions en contraste, pourquoi? Pour prouver que celle- 
ci ne doit plus autoriser, soulever aucune réclamation. 

Néanmoins, le 23 juin 1841, les membres libéraux de la Chambre 
d'alors, qui sont les mémes que ceux d'aujourd'’hui, qui votaient dans 
un sens en 41, et qui votent dans un sens contraire en 49, voulant 
toujours conserver néanmoins le méme nom, ces mémes membres libéraux 
s'exprimaient dans les termes suivants: 

"Nous regrettons que la province du Bas-Canada, n'ait pas été con- 
sultée sur la constitution qui est substituée 4 celle qui existait par 
l'acte de 1791 et qu'il y ait des passages dans L'acte qui constitue 
actuellement le gouvernement des Canadas, qui sont contraires a la 
justice et aux droits communs de sujets britanniques." 

(Signé,) Armstrong, Baldwin, Bouthillier, 
Christie, Hincks, Morin et Price. 

Cette profession de foi si sage, était appuyée par les hommes mémes, 
qui viennent nous dire, sans rougir, que la tranquilité du pays est due 
a la sagesse, 4 la supériorité de nos institutions! Et ces hommes-1a 
veulent se faire donner le titre de libéraux, ils se plaisent 4 se le 
donner entr'eux! Ils veulent prendre le nom de libéraux maintenant 
encore, qu'il y a une contradiction si palpable, si flagrante entre 
leur doctrine d'alors et celle d'aujourd'hui. Loin de penser, comme 
eux, je trouve la constitution sous laquelle nous sommes régis extré- 
mement fautive, extrémement mesquine, extrémement tyrannique et 
démoralisatrice. Concue par des hommes d'état, au génie aussi étroit 
que malfaisant, aussi petit, qu'était grand un de ceux, qui, dans des 
circonstances plus heureuses, avaient préparé l'acte de 91, elle n'a 
eu jusqu'ici, et ne peut avoir dans la suite que des effets dangereux, 
des résultats ruineux et destructifs. Je proposerai donc un amendement 
au paragraphe de l'adresse auquel je fais allusion. 

Mais avant, je ferai remarquer, que ce sont des considérations 
singuliérement sordides, que d'announcer pour récompense 4 un peuple, 
dont on approuve la tranquilité, dont on dit que sa tranquilité est 
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louable dans des circonstances extraordinaires, dans des circonstances, 
ou le monde entier soulevé, comme sous l'effet d'un volcan, ot l'on aurait 
pu en conséquence s'attendre 4 ce que cette sur-excitation, qu'il y a 
dans toute l'Europe, aurait pu avoir ici quelque retentissement; que 
d'annoncer, dis-je, a un peuple, ou plutdt que de lui dire: pour le 
prix d'une conduite si méritoire, dans des circonstances aussi difficiles, 
tu peux espérer que bientdt le crédit publique va revivre! Pour des 
libéraux, qui l'eussent été dans le coeur, et non seulement sur les 
lévres et a l'extérieur, il y avait bien d'autres conclusions, il y a 
des conclusions infiniment plus nobles, infiniment plus honorables 
pour le gouvernement et pour le peuple, a tirer de la tranquilité qui 
régne, je dirai 4 un degré lamentable, dans la province. C'est entr' 
autres que le peuple, qui savait ainsi aimer l'ordre, ne renoncgait pas 
pour cela au désir d'obtenir plus de liberté, n'était pas insensible 
a l'acte d'Union des deux Canadas, mais que, pour prix de cette tran- 
quilité, il méritait la confiance des autorités supérieures, que le 
temps était venu ot l'on pouvait lui accorder de larges libertés. 
Puisqu'on nous invite done aujourd'hui 4 louer ce qu'on a blamé et 
repoussé courageusement dans d'autres temps, ce que, je suis str, que 
la grande majorité du pays condamne encore, c'est-a-dire l'acte d'Union; 
je ne crois pas que cette chambre puisse, en honneur, en conscience, 
voter ce paragraphe de la présente adresse, mais qu'on doit au pays, 
qu'on se doit a soi-méme d'y substituer des amendements exprimant les 
voeux bien connus de la nation. Je lirai donc celui que je tiens ici, 
et que je crois approprié aux circonstances. 

"Que cette tranquilité que le peuple des Canadas a scgu conserver 
au milieu de l'agitation profonde et générale qui a poussé les nations 
les plus @éclairées de 1'Europe aux plus nobles efforts, souvent couron- 
nés d'heureux succés, pour changer et réformer leurs gouvernemens 
vicieux, follement attachés a des usurpations surprises par la fraude 
et conquises par la violence durant la barbarie du moyen-age, mais 
devenus intolérables et bientdt impossibles en présence de la libre 
discussion et des lumiéres du XIXé siécle; prouve que les canadiens 
de toute classes et de toutes origines se sont montrés amis de l'ordre 
a ce degré, qu'ils méritent d'étres dotés d'institutions politiques 
beaucoup plus libres et libérales que ne l'est la constitution fautive 
qui leur a été imposée contrairement a leurs remontrances et a leurs 
pétitions réitérées contre la réunion des deux Canadas, sagement 
séparés, et pour leur mutuel avantage en 1791.--Que jusqu'a ce que le 
voeu philantropique et judicieux de ce grand et prévoyant homme d'état, 
Charles James Fox soit accompli, c'est-a-dire, jusqu'a ce que nos 
constitutions aient été réformées par 1'extension du principe d'élec- 
tion 4 beacoup d'autres charges et départemens que ceux ou il prévaut; 
au point, disait-il, de ne nous rien laisser envier 4a nos voisins, nous 
n'avons pas plus de chance dans l'avenir que nous n'en avons eu durant 
un long et pénible passé, d'obtenir le bon gouvernement de la province, 
et par bon gouvernement, la prospérité générale et le contentement 
général des habitants..." 

Il y a quelque chose d'étonnant dans la situation, que se font les 
partis dans ce pays. Ces années derniéres, on a appelé au pouvoir un 
ministére tory; celui qui a été déplacé, il n'y a encore que quelques 
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semaines. A son entrée au pourvoir, il a préparé, suivant les habitudes, 
un discours au gouverneur. Qu'est-il arrivé? Le parti libéral, indigné 
de la maniére d'agir de ce ministére, a répudié de toutes ses forces les 
vues contenues dans son discours; on n'a pu trouver d'expression assez 
forte pour le condamner, le ridiculiser. Eh bien! aujourd'hui ce parti 
libéral, si fier alors de ses droits, accepte en entier, le discours de 
ces hommes, auxquels ils avaient cru devoir faire de si amers reproches! 
On n'en a 6té que les mots: Otez-vous que nous prenions vos places!!... 
Tout le reste convenait entiérement au parti libéral! Aujourd'hui ce 
qu'on a blamé est approuvé. Il y a entente cordiale entre des hommes, 
qui s'étaient formés en deux partis. Le discours de nos ministres 
actuels est le méme discours que celui du ministére tory, moins ce 
trait qui le rend plus illibéral encore que celui de l'année derniére. 
C'est cette lache approbation, sans protestation aucune de l'acte 
d'Union. Le parti libéral compose un discours, qui convient en tout 
au parti tory, qu'il a tant méprisé, tant combattu! 

Voila un é@change de compliments qui nous justifie bien, je pense, 
de dire qu'il y a autant de mal de part et d'autre; que nous ne pouvons 
rien attendre de mieux de ceux-ci que de ceux-la&. Depuis que je suis de 
retour au pays, j'ai @té a portée d'examiner les choses, d'étudier les 
hommes et je puis dire d'un c6té que les torys sont meilleurs que je ne 
le pensais, et, d'un autre c6été, que les libéraux sont loin d'étre ce 
que je les croyais; que j'en ai une idée trés inférieure a celle que 
je m'en étais formé. 

Tout ce que ceux-ci ont dit contre leurs adversaires, on peut le 
leur répéter aujourd'hui. I1 n'y a pas une seule des injustices que 
nos ministres libéraux ont reproché au ministére tory qu'on ne puisse 
aussi leur reprocher a juste titre. Ils ont imité tour 4 tour les 
fautes de leurs prédécesseurs, et quant a moi je dois l'avouer, je ne 
vois pas de différence essentielle, de différence marquée entre ces 
deux partis politiques, entre les torys et les libéraux. Je dois aussi 
dire, M. l'orateur, puisqu'on a voulu faire allusion a4 l'agitation qui 
prévaut par toute l'Europe, qu'on aurait di, dans le discours du tréne, 
insérer au moins quelques mots de sympathie en faveur des nobles et 
courageux efforts, qui viennent d'étre faits en Europe contre les 
tyrannies, contre toutes les espéces de despotisme. Est-ce que nos 
ministres, s'ils entendent par le mot libéralité, ce qu'on doit 
entendre, s'ils ne lui donnent pas une signification, autre que celle 
qu'il comporte, une signification toute 4a leur usage particulier; est- 
ce qu’ils ne devaient pas concourir dans les sublimes combats des 
peuples contre leurs oppresseurs, dans les efforts d'hommes généreux, 
qui se dévouent 4 combattre le despotisme, pour lui substituer le 
principe démocratique des idées d'égalité et fraternité humaine; est- 
ce que ces hommes ne devaient pas obtenir de la part d'un cabinet vraiment 
libéral, une expression de sympathie et d'approbation? Quoi! l'on 
sait que laliberté , ce principe de vie des nations, ne régnait nulle 
part, qu'elle était partout foulée aux pieds que les grandes et belles 
luttes dans lesquelles on est entré, ont été entreprises pour reconquérir 
cette liberté, et on n'a pas dit un mot de sympathie pour la France, 
quand on voit une ligue puissante s'y établir pour renverser le gouverne- 
ment militaire qui tient ce noble empire dans l'oppression; et y 
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substituer un gouvernement libre et indépendant, des idées de liberté 
comme celles qui font le bonheur de la société américaine? Un ministére 
vraiment libéral, ou n'aurait fait aucune allusion 4 ce sujet, s'il 
n'avait pas la force et l'énergie d'applaudir 4 un peuple qui cherche 

a s'émanciper, 4 se procurer un gouvernement libre, ou il aurait eu des 
paroles de sympathie 4 faire entendre en leur faveur. Qui a pu observer 
l'état de l'Europe, sans s'apercevoir qu'il n'y a pas despotisme plus 
dégradant que celui qui régnait en Autriche; que c'était un gouvernment 
militaire des plus tyranniques, des plus méprisables. Eh! bien, notre 
ministére colonial n'a pas la force de dire que l'agitation qui a 
renversé un pareil gouvernement est heureuse! Mais 1'Angleterre, dont 
vous admirez tous les procédés, consent a ce mouvement! Mais elle envoie 
des ambassadeurs pour aider les Siciliens 4 se soustraire de la domina- 
tion malveillante, oppressive du roi de Naples! Pourquoi ne trouve-t-on 
donc pas une seule pensée de sympathie chez nos ministres? Oh! c'est, 
voyez-vous qu'ils veulent la tranquilité jusqu'a l'indifférence, 4 
l'insousiance pour les libertés publiques; et que, profitant des anté- 
cédents anglais, ils viennent nous proposer de consacrer 1'asservis- 
sement du pays, nous disant que la tranquilité, qui se fait remarquer 

en Canada, est due-a l'attachement du peuple canadien pour ses institu- 
tions, qui ne sont que l'acte d'Union qui nous a été imposée par la 
violence; acte inique, qui n'a eu pour nous que des effets déplorables, 
et qui ne pourra jamais que conduire 4 notre asservissement. 

Eh! ce sont des ministres libéraux qui nous proposent de pareilles 
mesures. Je leur demanderai donc de me dire, de me désigner quelle est 
la disposition de l'acte d'Union qui mérite l'approbation de qui que ce 
soit parmi nous? Le systéme de la représentation a été faussé sans 
l'ombre d'excuse dans cet acte arbitraire; les bourgs-pourris ont été 
mulipliés sans réserve, et des ministres libéraux s'attachent 4 les 
conserver. Ils nous présentent une mesure de représentation ou rien 
n'est changé, approuvant aujourd’hui, comme sur bien d'autres sujets, 
ce qu'ils avaient condamné dans des temps passés. Quiconque aurait, 

il n'y a que quelque temps, 6sé applaudir a l'acte d'Union n’aurait, 

a coup sur, pas manqué d'éprouver leurs ressentiments, d'étre en butte 
de leur part 4a d'améres reproches, a d'énergiques accusations. Quand, 
il n'y a encore que quelque tems, on signait de toutes parts dans le 
pays des requétes pour s'opposer 4 l'acte d'Union, pour témoigner 
l'indignation qu'elle causait au peuple Canadien, quiconque aurait pu 
souscrire 4 cet acte d'infamie, aurait perdu sans retour sa popularité, 
l'estime publique. Eh! bien, je demande 4 ces mémes hommes, qui 
étaient alors si grands ennemis de l'Union, qui ont voté dans le temps 
contre cette mesure, je leur demande, je les sollicite dans 1'intérét 
publique de vouloir bien seconder ma motion; je trouve parmi ces person- 
nes, messieurs Christie et Price et beaucoup d'autres membres de cette 
Chambre. J'interpelle donc ces membres, s'ils tiennent le moindrement 
a @6tre conséquents avec eux-mémes, s'ils entretiennent les mémes idées 
quant au pouvoir qu'avant d'y étre assis, de le démontrer, de le 
prouver en secondant ma motion. J'aurais probablement le chagrin de 

les voir se tenir en arriére, se refuser a ma demande. Eh! bien, 

si je ne trouve pas plus de courage, plus d'indépendance chez eux, 
d'autres hommes, peut-étre, auront ce courage, cette indépendance; 
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auront assez de courage, et d'indépendance pour comrendre qu'on ne doit 
jamais @tre assez attaché 4 un ministére, assez servile 4 le servir, 
pour repousser, dans le seul but de lui plaire, une bonne proposition 
de quelque part qu'elle vienne! 

On a beaucoup, M. l'orateur, bla@mé le parti tory a cause de ses 
antécédents. Eh bien! je déclare ici que quand aucun des membres de 
ce parti, aussi bien que de quelqu'autre parti que ce soit, aura une 
bonne mesure 4 proposer, soit le rappel de l'acte d'Union, soit la 
réforme des dispositions vicieuses de cet acte, je serai toujours prét 
a seconder sa mesure, 4 lui donner mon concours; sans regarder 4 quel 
parti ou 4 quelle origine il pourrait appartenir. I1 me répugne de 
voir jusqu'a quel point les partis en Canada sont aujourd'hui 1iés, 
enchainés, qu'on n'agisse jamais que d'aprés cette considération, que 
s'opposer a ume mesure, c'est s'opposer au ministére, c'est lui nuire, 
ce qu'on doit bien se garder de faire. Tout a été sacrifié 4 cette 
misérable considération de conserver le pouvoir. J'ai toujours 
combattu pour le principe de 1'élection populaire; j'ai toujours 
voulu une chambre forte et un gouvernement faible. On a @tabli par 
notre prétendu gouvernement responsable une digue contre ce principe 
démocratique, un principe contraire quia dé@éja avili cette chambre, a 
avili le pays tout entier. Nous avons tout abandonné en faveur de 
quelques hommes, nous avons tout jeté sous leurs pieds pour les porter 
au pouvoir. Nous leur fesions ce sacrifice en leur qualité d'amis des 
libertés du peuple; et aujourd'hui, ils sont les premiers a s'opposer 
a ses libertés dont ils s'étaient faits les champions. Tout esprit d'indé- 
pendance et de liberté d'examen ou de discussion est par eux soigneuse- 
ment é@touffé. 

Qu'y a-t-il donc de si beau dans cet acte d'union, pour qu'on s'y 
attache si fortement? Qu'y a-t-on done découvert de si excellent qu'on 
n'y avait pas appercgu avant d'étre monté au pouvoir? 

Pour moi, je n'y vois que des infamies, je n'y vois toujours que des 
iniquités, toujours qu'une loi de proscription et de tyrannie contre mes 
compatriotes. Je trouve de l'injustice et de l'oppression dans chacune 
de ses dispositions. Ainsi, dans un pays nouveau, pauvre, dans un pays 
ou l'éducation est rare (et, parce qu'elle est rare elle doit étre 
appréciée plus qu'ailleurs,) dans un tel pays on doit laisser la liberté 
la plus entiére dans le choix des représentants. On a voulu faire des 
qualifications qui n'existent pas, qu'on ne reconnait pas en Amérique, 
qui ont été répudiées depuis longtemps. Le Président des Etats-Unis 
lui-méme peut @tre élu sans qualifications de propriété, sans autres 
qualifications, enfin, que celle de son mérite, de ses talents et de la 
confiance publique. Et en Canada, il faut, pour avoir droit d'étre élu 
membre de la chambre représentative, une qualification territoriale, 
une qualification de cinq louis. N'est-ce pas une absurdité? 

On demande des qualifications pécuniaires pour les membres de la 
chambre d'assemblée, et l'on n'en demande pas pour les membres du conseil 
Qu'y a-t-il dans des dispositions absurdes comme celles-1a de si admirable 
due nos ministres viennent nous inviter a leur donner une approbation 
sans limite? 

Le premiére garantie d'un bon gouvernement est une sage représentation; 
et ici il n'y a que l'homme riche qui puisse é@tre envoyé en parlement 
par ses concitoyens; un homme sans propriété, eut-il toute 1l'énergie, 
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tous les talents, tout le patriotisme possible, ne peut jouir du méme 
droit. Ne faudrait-il donc pas mieux que cet homme de talents, sans 
qualifications pécuniaires, occupat une place dans cette Chambre, 

plutdét qu'un mauvais citoyen, une personne incapable, avec ses cing cent 
louis? Mais c'est l'habitude en Angleterre, et ca suffit 4 notre ministé- 
re libéral! Si on admet ici ce systéme, c'est qu'on veut toujours imiter 
l'Angleterre, c'est qu'on veut imiter 4 tort ou a4 travers, c'est qu'on 

a des affections, des goitts bien prononcés, pour tout ce qui tient des 
procédés anglais. Si une chose se fait en Angleterre, vite, il faut 
l'admettre ici, l'admettre sans considération, sans examiner si elle 

est fondée ou non en raison. Est-ce 1a encore une conduite qui 

mérite de l'approbation, qui fait honneur au jugement de nos ministres? 
certainement, non. Ce n'est pas 14 ce qu'il faut faire. I1 ne faut 

pas @tre reconnaissant quand on vous maltraite. Maintenant, M. l'ora- 
teur, est-ce la disposition suivante qui plait tant 4 nos ministres, 

qui les attache si fort a l'acte d'Union? Cette disposition est celle 
qui veut que le Quorum de cette chambre se compose de 20 membres, et 
qu'ainsi le gouvernements (sic) avec une poignée d'amis, quand il le 
voudra, pourra passer toutes les mesures qu'il voudra. C'est 14 ce 
qu'on appelle du bon sens. Mais c'est la législation des ages de 
barbarie, c'est un systéme répudié par tous les jurisconsultes du jour. 
Je sais bien que dans la chambre des communes en Angleterre, il y a 

plus de 640 membres et que 60 forment un quorum, tant il est vrai que 

la rouille des siécles ronge ce gouvernement. 

Mais tout cela n'est plus de notre temps, c'est de la vieillerie et 
quand on forme des constitutions de nos jours, dans 1'age actuel, on 
doit surtout éviter d'y laisser introduire de semblables abus, de si 
funestes dispositions. Dans toute 1'étendue de la conféfération 
américaine, il n'y a pas d'exemple qu'on laisse ainsi 4 une minorité 
le pouvoir de passer les lois les plus nuisibles, et d'enchainer 
ainsi la société pour des années entiéres. C'est surtout dans un pays 
ou le patronage de la couronne domine, comme dans celui-ci, qu'on doit 
se mettre en garde contre de pareilles vell@éités. Autrement, il sera 
toujours possible au pouvoir, de concentrer entre ses mains, pendant 
des sessions mémes prolongées, toute la législation du pays. I1 pourra 
toujours, il lui sera toujours facile de profiter de cette puissance 
d'action d'une petite minorité, pour législater comme il l'entendra et 
contre les voeux du pays. Dans tous les gouvernements, qui ont été 
constitués dans un siécle comme celui-ci, ot l'on s'accorde a consacrer 
comme principe une égalité de droits entre tous les hommes, entre le 
pauvre et le riche, l'ignorant et le savant, et qu'en conséquence ces 
droits doivent @tre également défendus et représentés; dans tous ces 
gouvernements, on a reconnu comme principe général, universel, que le 
corps législatif n'était compétent a agir que quand la majorité était 
présente. Ainsi en France, dans. la Belgique, aux Etats-Unis, partout 
ou on a voulu laisser au peuple ses libertés, on a repoussé, on s'est 
bien gardé d'admettre des principes aussi évidemment illogiques, erronés, 
que celui de créer ainsi une minorité puissante, assez puissante pour 
disposer 4 son gré, méme de l'avenir et du bonheur d'un peuple. Les 
autres dispositions du bill que l'on présente 4 notre approbation, sont 
simplement pour nous faire consentir moins tristement 4 payer les dettes 
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du Haut-Canada. On nous laisse entendre que ses traveaux finiront par 
nous profiter; et c'est en dorant ainsi la pilule qu'on veut nous la 
faire avaler. Est-ce 1a la partie du bill, auquel on veut nous faire 
applaudir, qui est de nature 4 exciter le moindrement notre admiration? 
Ce paragraphe pourtant, si nous allions le voter, nous surprendrait, nous 
arracherait a notre inscu une approbation formelle d'un acte qui a si 
justement été regardé comme odieux, qui été répudié comme tel par tout 

le pays. A 1'époque ou dans cette Chambre on a protesté contre l'acte 
d'Union, on doit l'avoir fait avec sincérité. Pourquoi donc, maintenant, 
que j'y suis, sans qu'il y ait eu de mon choix, que je n'y suis rentré 
qu'aprés avoir franchment déclaré 4 ceux qui voulaient m'y envoyer, 

que je préférais ne pas y aller, que désirais vivre a l'écart; et 
qu'aprés avoir ouvertement donné les raisons pour lesquelles je ne 
voulais pas rentrer de nouveau dans la vie publique; pourquoi donc 

quand je dis que l'acte d'Union est injustice et que je protesterai 
toujours contre cet acte, pourquoi cette clameur si grande qui s'éléve 
contre moi? 

Ai-je fait autre chose que répéter ce qu’avait dit avant moi tous 
ceux qui dans cette chambre m'en font un crime aujourd'hui? Dans quels 
termes ne s'@tait-on pas récrié contre cet acte? A-t-on jamais trouvé 
d'expressions trop fortes pour le qualifier? De quelles expressions 
s'est-on servi quand on en a appelé au peuple du pays, quand on a voulu 
lui faire signer des requétes contre cet acte odieux? Le manifeste du 
comité constitutionel de Québec n'avait-il pas dit: 

"Aucune considération quelconque ne devra nous induire a voter pour 
aucun candidat qui ne désapprouve pas l'Union et ses iniques dispositions; 
car en votant pour un pareil candidat, nous consentirions 4 Ll'acte, nous 
approuverions de ceux qui l'ont conseillé. Nous proclamerions notre 
propre DESHONNEUR, et nous déshonorerions notre propre pays en tendant 
le cou au joug." 

Voila ce que disait le manifeste de Québec et ce que tout le district 
de Québec a approuvé. Aurait-on pu, alors, prévoir que ceux méme qui 
étaient a téte du mouvement, qui signaient ce manifeste, viendraient 
plus tard applaudir 4 cette Union qu'ils stigmatisaient comme infame? 
aurait-on pu prévoir qu'ils seraient les premiers 4 applaudir 4 la 
mémoire de lord Sydenham? Si cet homme était aujourd'hui 4 la téte du 
gouvernement, pourrait-il désirer un autre discours comportant une 
approbation plus compléte de sa condutie envers les Canadiens, que celui 
qu'on veut nous faire approuver dans le moment actuel?...Si donc, 
M.l'orateur, le pays tout entier a pu s'exprimer 4 la fois avec tant de 
force et de justice, contre unm acte aussi abrutissant, pourquoi et de 
quel droit a-t-on mis tant d'acharnement et d'animosité a condamner celui 
qui ne fesait qu'exprimer, qu'énoncer avec moins de force les mémes 
sentiments que ceux qu'on avait énoncés avant lui, et qu'avait 
approuvés le peuple canadien tout d'une seule voix? Pourquoi? Le voici: 
c'est qu'on savait que celui qui osait ainsi @lever la voix pour crier 
contre l'injustice, était un homme sincére; qu'une fois que le devoir 
l'aurait appelé 4 faire connaitre ses convictions, il ne les abandon- 
nerait jamais; que ce ne serait pas une fois pour toutes, en 1841 qu'il 
aurait voté des résolutions, pour n'’en plus parler dans la suite; mais 
que toujours, en toutes occasions, il raménerait le sujet devant le pays, 
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et que le pays, finirait par faire rougir, par couvrtr de mépris, ceux 
qui applaudissent, qui aident 4 son asservissement. Je proposerai donc, 
M. l'orateur, sur ce second paragraphe, l'amendement suivant. Peu 
n'importe qu'il soit appuyé ou non. J'ai toujours donné mes opinions 
sans considération pour qui que ce soit, sans que jamais aucun pouvoir 
aucune intrigue n'ait pu m'en détourner, toujours dans l'intention seule 
de les énoncer publiquement. Voici done 1'amendement que je propose 4 
ce paragraphe. Je voudrais qu'aprés le mot ... les mots suivants soient 
insérés: 

"Pourvu que cette augmentation, respectant les régles de l'aquité 
et de cette justice @gale strictement due aux habitants de toutes les 
parties de la province indistinctement, répartisse la représentation 
en proportion des populations, et ne comporte pas le plan odieux 
justement repoussé par lord Durham, de donner un égal nombre de re- 
présentants aux deux provinces, en violation des principes de la re- 
présentation, par une injustice qui souléverait contre ce projet 
l'opinion publique en Angleterre comme en Amérique, et qui, ainsi que 
le comité général de la Réforme et du Progrés de Québec, 1l'énonce aussi 
fortement que judicieusement, consacrerait l'oppression du Bas-Canada 
comme localité, l'’oppression des Canadiens-Francgais comme race." 

Je prie quelque honorable membre de vouloir bien me seconder; non 
parce que je veuille le faire se démettre de ses opinions en ma faveur, 
mais, afin que ma protestation puisse entrer dans le journal de cette 
chambre, je voudrais qu'il fit un homme qui voulit me rendre ce service, 
afin de me fournir l'occasion de faire connaire mon opinion 4 ce sujet 
et que, quand méme j'aurais l'honneur d'étre seul de cette opinion, 
elle fut bien contatée. 

Ceci fait, M. l'orateur, je dis que la conclusion qu'on a tirée de 
la tranquilité du pays, devait G@tre toute autre que celle qu'on en a 
tirée. Cette tranquilité donnait droit au peuple d'attendre justice 
de la part de son gouvernement. Je dis que cette tranquilité, au milieu 
de l'agitation profonde qui a poussé les nations les plus éclairées de 
l'Europe aux plus nobles efforts, pour réformer ou renverser des gouverne- 
ments attachés a des coutumes, devenues intolérables, impossibles, en 
présence de la liberté de discussion qui régne de nos jours, en présence 
des lumiéres qui se répandent de toutes parts, prouvent que les canadiens 
de toutes les classes sont amis de l'ordre, 4 ce degré qu'ils ont droit 
d'étre dotés d'une constitution plus libérale que celle qui leur a été 
imposée par la force brutale d'une faction haineuse; et cela contraire- 
ment a leurs voeux fortement exprimés, contrairement 4 toute leur 
oppostiion contre 1'Union des deux Canadas, sagement séparés, pour leur 
mutuel avantage. 

Maintenant, je ferai remarquer 4 cette Chambre, que le discours, dans 
ce passage, nous dit que la tranquilité du pays doit avoir pour récom- 
pense le rétablissement du crédit de la province! Cette partie en 
particulier du discours est plus propre que toute l'agitation possible 
dans les assemblées publiques, plus propre que quoi que ce soit a dé- 
truire le crédit. publique. Si on avait voulu véritablement rétablir le 
crédit public, il aurait fallu donner ses suretés au peuple. I1 fallait 
done dire qu'on était libéral, mais non pas libéral et prodigue du 
revenu public; qu'on était libéral, mais libéral en ce sens qu'on don- 
nerait une attention particuliére a4 diminuer les dépenses du service 
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public, a réduire a4 un taux raisonnable les salaires des officiers de 
tous les départments; enfin, qu'il y avait de nombreuses économies de 
possible et qu'on était décidé 4 les faire. I1 y avait d'autres con- 
sidérations aussi qu'on pouvait faire valoir, qu'on pouvait mettre 
devant les yeux des habitants de la province pour donner au crédit 
quelques chances de se rétablir; il fallait dire que puisque 1'Angle- 
terre avait changé sa politique nous avions des réclamations 4 faire. 
Il n'y a que quelques années les lois commerciales anglaises étaient 
dans toutes les bouches. C'est alors que nous avons cru au systéme 
proclamé en Angleterre et que, sur la foi de ce royaume dont nous 
dépendons, ce qui est la cause de la géne qui prévaut actuellement 
parmi nous, nous nous sommes engagés dans des entreprises de 
colonisation, établies sur un pied rien moins que fou. Nous avons 
contracté une dette de seize millions de piastres. Pourquoi? parce 
que nous disions: "puisque les blés canadiens sont recus avec avan- 
tage sur les marchés d'Angleterre, il y aura un trés grand commerce 
parmi nous, nous aurons la supériorité sur les habitants du voisinage, 
nous pourrons au moins rentrer avec eux en concurrence, nous sommes 
done justifiés de nous lancer dans entreprises aussi cotiteuses." 

Il y a eu de l'erreur dans l'idée de faire ces canaux dans des 
dimensions d'ostentation et d'utilité. Il y a folie a croire que les 
vaisseaux européens se rendront jamais par nos canaux, jusqu'a une 
distance si considérable. Le cours des eaux, les vents, tout leur est 
contraire, et rendra toujours leurs voyages trop longs et trop cotiteux, 
pour qu'il n'y ait pas la réverie dans cette idée, d'entreprendre la 
confection de canaux Si vastes, pour permettre aux vaisseaux d'Europe de 
se rendre jusqu'aux lacs. Non cela n'aura jamais lieu; je le dis sans 
crainte, parce que tout me prouve que c'est impossible. La continua- 
tion de la navigation de notre fleuve jusqu’ad Kingston ne pourra jamais 
ainsi se réaliser avec profit, et toutes les dépenses faites dans ce 
but, @taient un acte de folie. Mais 1l'Angleterre n'a pas été plus sage, 
elle a applaudi 4 notre folie, elle nous y a poussé, en nous promettant 
une protection qu'aujourd'’hui elle nous retire. 

Eh! bien, il fallait dire a l'Angleterre que si elle reniait ainsi, 
nous ne pourrions jamais faire face a nos engagements. C'est elle qui 
profite de ces changements dans ses lois commerciales; c'est nous qui 
devons en souffrir; devons-nous en payer les dépenses? Ce changement 
de politique est fort sage pour 1'Angleterre; son peuple ne peut manquer 
d'y gagner; mais, comme c'est 4 son invitation, d'aprés ses promesses 
que ces travaux publics ont été entrepris, je dis qu'elle doit se 
charger des dettes qu'ils nous ont coutées, puisqu'elle nous met, 
contrairement 4 sa parole, dans l'impossibilité d'en profiter. Sans 
cela, jamais notre crédit ne pourra se rétablir. L'intérét de cette 
somme a ajouté a nos dépenses, et quoique nos taxes aient été doublées, 
nous en sommes réduits 4 un systéme de crédit qui va de pire en pire. 
Quand viendra le remboursement de la dette publique, quelles seront nos 
resources? Auparavant les Canadiens pouvaient vendre leurs blés avec 
profit sur les marchés anglais; aujourd'hui, ils ne le peuvent plus. 
Déja méme les marchands des Etats-Unis vont acheter les grains et les 
farines du Haut-Canada, et trouvent moyen de se rendre sur les marchés 
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anglais avant que nous puissions y arriver. Nous canaux sont donc 
unutiles? Les canadiens du St. Laurent sont aujourd'hui ce qu'est le 
canal Rideau, entrepris lui aussi sous 1l'inspiration de 1'Angleterre. 
Cette entreprise du canal Rideau, parce qu'elle a été faite sur une 
échelle trop vaste, ne vaut rien du tout, et il en est de méme de 

nos canaux du Saint-Laurent. Nous devons donc dire 4 1'Angleterre: 
nous ne voulons ni de vous ni de vos dons; vos dons seraient la ruine. 

Le sort du Canal Rideau nous dévoile le sort des canaux du St. 
Laurent. Déja les blés du Haut-Canada passent en Europe par 1'Etat 
de New-York. Ils ont déja commencé 4 prendre cette route, quoi qu'ils 
aient encore des droits assez élevés 4 payer. Au premier février 
prochain il n'y aura plus la moindre protection en notre faveur, et 
les Etats-Unis seront mis sur le méme pied que nous sur les marchés 
anglais. Encore cette loi est sage de la part de l'Angleterre. Ses 
ouvriers qui, avec quatorze heures de travail. par jour ne peuvent 4 
peine suffir 4 leur subsistance, s'en trouveront soulagés. C'était 
un acte de justice qui était dia la masse du peuple de la Grande 
Bretagne, pour qui ces lois haussaient le prix du pain. Une bonne 
administration ne peut donc qu'approuver la conduite du gouvernement 
anglais en cette circonstance. Nous n'avons pas le droit de demander 
qu'en Angleterre la classe ouviére souffre pour nous enrichir. Cette 
politique du gouvernement métropolitain a @té juste pour le peuple 
anglais, mais injuste pour nous, et nous avons droit de nous en 
plaindre. La libre navigation, et la compétition entre les vaisseaux 
qui viendront chercher nos produits, nous donneront un léger soulage- 
ment. Cesera un gain pour le cultivateur; mais nous ne pouvons pas nous 
flatter que, méme avec la libre navigation et la compétition entre les 
vaisseaux @trangers, nos canaux soient jamais capables de réaliser les 
espérances qu'on veut bien en attendre. 

L'Etat de New-York est cinquante fois, est cent fois riche comme 
les Canadas-Unis. Il est en voie de racheter sa dette. Ila tiré de 
ses canaux prés de quatre millions de piastres, dans lecours de l'année 
derniére, tandis que nous en avons 4 peine tiré cinquante mille louis. 
Eh! c'est avec des chances si inégales que nous voulons tirer d'un si 
riche état des profits qu'il a scu se donner? Nous n'y réussirons 
jamais. Les habitants de 1'Etat de New-York ont bien plus que nous les 
moyens de soutenir la concurrence. Je traite donc tout cela de conte 
jaune, et de projets misérables. 

Nous obtiendrons, je le souhaite, la liberté de la navigation sur 
le Saint- Laurent. Mais supposé méme que nous l'obtenions, il n'en est 
pas moins vrai de dire que les américains, au moyen de leurs chemins de 
fer, peuvent transporter facilement 4 New-York, tous les produits de 
l'Ouest, sans prendre la voie du Saint-Laurent. Mais dans le cas méme 
ou les américains auraient besion de cette liberté de navigation et 
qu'on la leur accorderait, ils ne se fieront pas 4 la promesse du 
gouvernement colonial; ils traiteront avec 1'Angleterre, et ils diront, 
puisque cette mesure est aussi utile pour 1'Angleterre que pour nous, 
nous ne voulons pas qu'elle soit sujette 4 varier tous les jours, 4 
changer avec les partis en Canada. Le gouvernement aura bien la 
sagesse de stipuler que cet avantage devra durer longtemps. Eh bien! 
s'il était vrai qu'une partie du commerce des américains prit la route 
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du Saint-Laurnet, est-ce qu'il n'y aurait pas moyen pour eux d'attirer 
de ce cOté tous les revenus, en construisant des canaux qu'ils pourraient 
faire a meilleur marché que nous? 

Il arriverait alors ce qui est arrivé pendant que nous faisions 
ces canaux. Nous les croyions indispensables; on a é@tudié les chenaux, 
et depuis, l'on a vu passer des vaisseaux de cent-cinquante tonneaux 
dans ces mémes chenaux que l'on n'aurait jamais cru pourvoir naviguer. 

Il en sera de méme des canaux du Saint-Laurent; plus on y réfléchira, 
plus on sentira l'inutilité; plus on étudiera et plus les facilités de 
contrebalancer les avantages naturels du Saint-Laurent, seront aug- 
mentés, et nos canaux ne pourront ainsi jamais @ntre profitables. Ainsi, 
dans ces circonstances, si les ministres avaient voulu relever le crédit 
public, ils auraient dt parler d'économie d'abord, montrer que la dis- 
sipation jusqu'ici avait régné 4 un degré effrayant, mais que dorénavant 
l'économie allait @tre a ordre du jour; que les places allaient é@tre 
diminuées en nombre, que les salaires allaient é@tre réduits; enfin que 
l'ordre et l'économie en tout allait @tre substitué au désordre et 4 
la prodigalité, dans l'administration des deniers publics. 

Voila les observations que j'avais a faire sur ce paragraphe de 
l'adresse. I1 en est beaucoup d'autres qui demanderaient a mon avis, 
des améliorations, des amendements. Néanmoins, je laisse 4 d'autres 
de les proposer; il me semble que d'autres doivent prendre 4 tache de 
rendre moins imparfaite cette oeuvre misérable. Quant 4a moi, je ne 
proposerai d'amendement que sur ce que j'y trouve de plus vicieux; ainsi 
j'en proposerai encore sur le paragraphe qui parle de la représentation, 
et je me permetterai de l'accompagner de quelques réflexions. Cet 
amendement, il n'y a pas bien longtemps, n'aurait certainement pas man- 
qué de trouver des approbateurs dans plusieurs des membres qui vont 
aujourd'hui s'y opposer dans cette chambre. Je veux que mon vote ne 
puisse pas paraitre avoir été ajouté 4 une proposition qui me répugne, 
que je regarde comme déshonorante, sans que je j'aie paru avoir fait 
des efforts pour m'y opposer. Je propose donc qu'aprés les derniers 
mots du paragraphe du discours, qui a rapport a la représentation, on 
ajoute l'amendement que je viens de lire. 

Sur cet amendement, M. l'orateur, ce que j'ai a dire, c'est que je 
suis profondément étonné, quand je vois que dans un siécle de lumiéres 
comme celui-ci, on voile ainsi les lois fondamentales de la justice; 
qu'on ne veut pas suivre chez des ministres libéraux, au moins de noms, 
l'exemple de tous les gouvernements du jour. Tous les hommes vraiment 
éclairés du siécle s'accordent 4a dire que c'est la population qui, dans 
tous pays bien constitués, doit servir de base a la représentation. 

Il y a done lieu ici de reprocher 4 ceux qui se disent les amis des 
canadiens, qu'ils n'aient pas eu d'égards, de considération pour toutes 
ces opinions, pour ce principe de justice, de l'avoir rejetté pour s'en 
tenir 4 leurs propres idées, idées aussi funestes que rétrécies. C'est 
depuis 1'établissement de la confédération américaine qu'il a été con- 
sacré en principe que la représentation, pour étre juste, devait étre 
basée sur la population. Depuis ce tems la France a adopté ce plan de 
proportionner la représentation 4 la population. La Belgique, la Hol- 
lande ont aussi consacré ce principe, mais il y a plus, puisque nous 
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voyons le roi de Prusse obligé de céder a la force des tems, aprés 
avoir voulu opprimer le peuple, reconnaitre lui-méme ce principe. 

Pourquoi donc le Canada ferait-il une expection 4 cette régle 
générale qu'adopte (sic) tous les gouvernements qui tendent a 
sortir des routines du moyen age? C'est parce que nous avons un 
ministére libéral; parce que nos ministres veulent concourir dans 
la gloire de l'acte d'Union; parce que ce sont bien les sentiments 
méme de Durham qui les tiennent 4 la gorge. C'est qu'ils ne veulent 
pas faire de réformes, sans que ¢a soit selon les vues de ce grand 
homme. Oh! alors ils sont braves. Nous voulons des réformes, mais 
nous ne voulons pas courir le risque de demander quelque chose 
d'utile au pays, quand nous ne sommes pas stirs d'avance, d'avoir 
l'approbation du gouvernement métropolitain. 

Je dis donc, M. l'orateur, que le discours soumis 4 notre adoption 
aujourd'hui, qui est une édition stéréotypée de tous les discours 
antérieurs; qui n'est pire, ni meilleur que celui de l'année derniére; 
qui est accepté volontiers par les hommes 4 qui le ministére actuel 
fesait de si grandes repoches, pour les forcer a s'Gter des places 
qu'ils occupaient; je dis; que ce discours stéréotypé, qui a convenu, 
qui convient et qui conviendra encore a tous les ministéres formés 
sous notre constitution, devra convaincre tous les hommes bien pen- 
sants, tous les amis de la liberté, qu'il sera toujours plus sage pour 
eux de ne pas faire partie d'un gouvernement comme le ndtre, que d’en 
faire partie. I1y a lontemps que j'ai cru et que j'ai dit, que 
lorsque les hommes qui, pendant une longue suite d'années de combats 
soutenus pour la défence de la patrie, avaient acquis une popularité 
justement mérités, leurs services ne devaient pas é6tre donnés 4 
l'Angleterre pour lui aider a faire fonctionner un acte destructeur, 
dirigé uniquement dans un esprit de vengeance contre leurs compatriotes; 
un acte qui leur avait été imposé dans un tems de colére et de haine 
par des hommes animés par la violence. Ils devaient conserver leur 
force et leur énergie pour pouvoir dire au peuple canadien, il y a eu 
un tems ou la raison et la justice n'ayant pas la liberté de se faire 
entendre, nous avons gardé le silence et nous avons dtis vous engager 
a en faire autant. Lorsqu'il n'y avait pas moyen de remédier 4 des 
Maux extrémes, nous avons dt nous taire, parce que nous ne pouvions 
pas faire autrement. Aujourd'hui le gouvernement civil est rétabli, 
vous jouissez de vos droits de sujets anglais, vous étes réintégrés au 
moins, dans la liberté d'en réclamer la jouissance, dans la liberté de 
dire que vous avez une constitution plus défectueuse que jamais colonie 
Anglaise n'en a @té dotée et que vous voulez en avoir une meilleure; 
c'eut 6té le moyen d'obtenir la réforme de la constitution vicieuse qui 
nous régit. 

Une constitution comme celle-1a ne peut pas se soutenir contre la 
force d'une libre discussion. Alors le peuple se réveille, il n'y a 
plus 4 craindre que sa tranquilité aille jusqu'a l'apathie, et que cette 
apathie passe en maxime politique. Quand on dit au peuple, vous avez 
des droits a réclamer; au nombre de ces droits est une représentation 
qui sera fidéle interpréte de vos sentiments; au lieu de l'effrayer par 
le souvenir d'événements malheureux, le peuple se réveille et se fait 
accorder ses droits. Et ici, je dois rentrer dans quelques détails, 
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vu que je crois qu'on a trompé l'opinion publique et que nos ministres, 
par l'acceptation du pouvoir, font plus en faveur de la concentration 
des authorités et de l'oppression du peuple, que l'ancien gouvernement 
n'a fait pendant de longues années. Pourquoi n'y a-t-il pas plus 
d'indépendance dans cette chambre? c'est parce que les dépenses sont 
augmentées, c'parceque (sic), quand pour plusieurs millions d'habitants, 
l'Angleterre ne dépense qu'un million, on fournit dans la proportion de 
six fois autant en Canada, sur les dépenses publiques. 

En Angleterre les hommes ind@pendants ont toujours réclamés (sic) contre 
l'influence indue que la couronne exercait. Pourtant cette influence 
est nulle, comparée 4 ce qu'elle est en Canada. Est-il possible qu'en 
présence de moyens de séductions, aussi patents que ceux que possédent 
ici le pouvoir, on ne s'’alarme pas un peu, et qu'on ne dise pas, que le 
patronage de la couronne devait @tre restreint? Un ministére comme le 
notre, je le répéte, accomplit l'oeuvre de Sydenham. I1 n'a aucune 
force pour le bien, mais beaucoup pour le mal, il n'a aucune force pour 
le renversement des abus, mais beaucoup pour 1l'asservissement de ceux 
qu'il gouverne. Je vois avec effroi des bills de judicature qui tendent 
a augmenter le patronage de la couronne et je sollicite les membres du 
ministére de me dire quelles sont les dispositions de cette mesure. Si, 
en introduisant ce bill, on voulait bien nous dire que pas un des membres 
de cette Chambre ne pourra étra fait juge pendant le parlement pour 
lequel il aura été @lu, je dirais, voila un ministére vraiment libéral, 
un ministére qui reconnait que ce qui doit le guider dans la passation 
d'une mesure n'est pas la considération de l'avantage ou du désavantage 
qui doit en résulter pour ses amis, mais des avantages qui doivent en 
résulter pour le pays. 

Le principe que j'invoque ici n'est pas nouveau, il est conforme aux 
usages suivis aux Etats-Unis. On y a reconnu qu'un membre de la représen- 
tation ne pouvait pas profiter, tant qu'il est membre, des bills qui 
créent de nouvelles charges. C'est en effet créer des moyens de séductions 
et je crois qu'on a droit d'attendre une toute autre mesure de la part 
de nos ministres; s'ils nous permettaient cela, j'aurais alors un peu 
plus de confiance dans leurs mesures. 

Si nous passons a4 l'examen de la conduite du ministére depuis sa 
nomination, nous n'avons pas non plus lieu de nousen applaudir. C'est 
du moment qu'il est monté au pouvoir que j'ai vu qu'on voulait nous 
demander cette approbation avilissante et sans condition de l'acte d'Union 
et c'est de ce moment que je résolus, de ne plus donner ma confiance 4 
des hommes sur de simples promesses, mais de toujours juger les hommes 
d'aprés leurs actes. 

Toutes les bonnes mesures qui seront présentées soit par mes amis ou 
par mes adversaires, auront mon appui, mais toutes celles qui tendront 
a restreindre les libertés publiques seront par moi repoussées, et 
quoique ma marche puisse @tre isolée, je ne craindrai ni regretterai 
jamais de présenter ume mesure, de soutenir une doctrine que j'aurai 
lieu de croire juste et qu'on n'aura pas refuté, et de plus je ne regar- 
derai jamis si je suis seul ou non pour la soutenir. C'est au peuple 
a décider si elle ast bonne ou mauvaise. Quand 4 la conduite du minis- 
tére, nous devons voir avec peine que dés sa premiére formation il a mis 
le Bas-Canada dans l'infériorité vis-a-vis du Haut-Canada; infériorité 
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ou on ne devait pas placer les habitants du Bas-Canada, en tout aussi 
bons, aussi respectables que ceux du Haut-Canada. Le Haut-Canada est 
représenté par quatre membres dans le cabinet, le Bas n'est représenté 
que par deux membres. Eh bien: il y avait plus d'une raison 4 ce qu'il 
y eut au moins égalité. 

J'ai déja fait remarquer que le choix du président d'une banque comme 
membre du ministére était ume démarche que n'aurait (sic) pas dti imiter 
des personnes qui avaient blamé la méme conduite chez d'autres; ce n'est 
pas 1a une réflexion contre des particuliers, c'est une réflexion contre 
un ministére qui agit d'une maniére quand il n'est pas en charge et d'une 
autre quand il est au pouvoir; c'est une erreur qu'on avait reprochée 
a d'autres et dans laquelle il ne fallait pas tomber. 

Mais il est un autre département a la téte duquel il était désirable 
de voir un canadien et non pas un anglais. Cela n'est pas non plus une 
réflexion contre le ministre de ce département, il n'en est pas envers 
qui je sois mieux disposé. Je veux parler du commisaire des terres, 
mais un canadien-francais devait avoir cette charge 1a. Pourquoi? 

Parce que pendant trente années on a suivi un systéme, sous l'ancien 
gouvernement, qui tendait constamment 4 interdire l'entrée, dans les 
townships de l'est, aux franco-canadiens. D'immenses concessions de 

3 a4 4,000,000 d'apents de terre ont été faites, presqu'exclusivement 

aux habitants d'origines étrangéres. Eh bien! c'est parce qu'une 
personne d'origine canadienne francaise eut @té plus apte 4 remédier 

a de semblables abus, que ce département devait étre donné 4 un canadien. 
Le public ne peut pas avoir le méme degré de confiance dans 1'administra= 
tion de ce département, que s'il voyait 4 sa téte un de nos compatriotes; 
on nous devait cela; pourquoi ne 1l'a-t-on pas fait? c'est qu'on est a 
la remorque du Haut-Canada, c'est qu'on se soumet 4 tous ses caprices 

et l'intérét du Bas-Canada est sacrifié dans cette occasion comme dans 
tant d'autres. 

Je trouve un vice dans la formation de notre ministére, j'en trouve 
bien plus dans ses actes. I1 n'y a rien de plus important dans un pays 
que d'inspirer la confiance dans les cours de justice et je crois qu'on 
a tout fait pour diminuer la confiance dans les notres. Depuis le 
systéme qui été introduit, d'aprés ce qu'on se plait 4 appeler "gouver- 
mnement responsable," et dont on n'a que l'ombre imparfaite, les partis 
tour a tour, ont nommé comme juges les hommes les plus fortement lancés 
sur l'aréne parlementaire; c'était tandis qu'on était encore tout bouil- 
lant, tout fatigués des discussions parlementaires, qu'on passait, d'un 
bond, de la chambre sur le banc. Si on eit su ce qu'était un véritable 
"souvernement responsable," on eit compris qu'il etit mieux de prendre les 
juges hors de la Chambre. Cette chambre ne dois pas étre un marche-pied 
pour parvenir aux emplois, surtout aux places de juges. I1 n'y a que 
peu de tems que je suis de retour dans le pays et que j'ai pu @tudier la 
nouvelle marche de nos affaires publiques, et je vois plus de cinq person- 
nes sorties de la Chambre pour aller siéger dans les cours de justice. 
Les juges siégants, le corps des avocats ont-il pour cela été consultés? 
non: mais cela était du "gouvernement responsable," ca suffit! Pourtant 
le respect pour les juges, pour le barreau tout entier ne demandaient-ils 
qu'on vint au moins les consulter sur le shoix des juges nouveaux. 


85 


Je ne m'éntenderai (sic) pas sur l'acte d'Union. C'est un contre 
bon-sens qui nuit également au Haut et au Bas-Canada, qui met les membres 
de l'une et de l'autre province dans la plus étrange position. C'est ainsi 
que les membres pour le Haut-Canada ne peuvent pas comprendre ce qui nous 
intéresse et qu'ils sont obligés de législater sans connaissance de cause 
pour nous, comme nous le sommes pour eux. Avec un pareil systéme, tous 
les jours il y aura des fautes grossiéres de commises et nous serons sans 
cesse dans la nécessité de défaire un jour ce que nous aurons fait la 
veille, tant il est difficile, impossible méme, de bien législater pour 
deux peuples différents de races, de moeurs, de caractéres et disséminés 
sur une aussi grande étendue territoriale. 

Un ministére vraiment canadien, vraiment libéral, sentirait que pour 
perfectionner nos lois, qui ont le tort d'avoir trois cents ans d'existence, 
il faut avoir recours aux lois francaises. Un ministére libéral ne 
devrait-il pas penser 4 nommer une commission pour reviser notre code de 
lois en entier et le modeler d'aprés le code frangais. Le Haut-Canada, 
s'il a besoin de réformes, doit avoir recours aux lois anglaises et a 
celles des colonies voisines qui ont corrigées les lois anglaises d'une 
maniére admirable. Voila ot il nous faut aller puiser nos lois,.si nous 
voulons les avoir bonnes, c'est une folie pour nous de vouloir bien 
législater 4 la fois pour le Haut et le Bas-Canada. 

Quand a la nomination des juges pour le Bas-Canada, on ne peut pas 
dire autrement, il y a eu des scandales! Je parle ni contre le caractére 
ni contre les hommes qui ont été nommés, mais je dis que ce sont des 
considérations trés mesquines qui les ont fait choisir, que c'est de la 
témérité et que cela tend a4 n'inspirer aucun respect pour la justice. 

La premiére nomination est celle du juge qui siége a Québec, qui 1'année 
derniére était membre de cette Chambre. I1 a été porté au ministére 
avec la confiance que ce serait 4 la Chambre qu'il rendrait ses services 
pendant quatre ans. En acceptant le pouvoir, il en prenait facilement 
l'engagement. A peine s'est-il @écoulé quelques jours depuis son entrée 
au ministére, qu'il accepte la place qu'il occupe maintenant. Fait 
ministre, il se rend 4 Québec et dit: je viens solliciter vos suffrages, 
j'ai la confiance du peuple et de la couronne, je demande la réélection. 
N'était-ce pas 14 prendre l'engagement solennel vis-a-vis du peuple de le 
servir en Chambre? Comment donc s'expliquer le fait singulier qui, peu 
de semaines aprés, porte ce ministre a dire a4 ses colégues "je m'ennuie 
de vous, je veux devenir juge? I1 me semble qu'il y a objection 4 ce 
qu'il devienne juge dans de-semblables circonstances. I1 avait.pris sur 
lui la responsabilité de servir comme ministre pendant quatre ans. Oui, 
mais nos ministres trouvent toujours moyen de se tirer d'embarras. [1 

y avait probablement quelques dissensions dans le conseil et il fallait 
bien y rétablir l'unanimité. Eh bien! sois juge, mais cela n'est pas 
assez. J'ai mes plaisirs, j'ai mes affections 4 Québec, mais le banc 4 
Québec est rempli, les juges ont droit de rester dans leurs charges, ils 
remplissent bien leurs devoirs, tout le monde en est content. Oui, mais 
vous avez des juges complaisants, ils me donneront leur place pour vous 
faire plaisir. 

On ne pouvait done créer ce monsieur juge qu’en commettant une in- 
justice. C'est vrai, mais il était trop pénible de la garder, il fallait 
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donc lui trouver une place 4 Québec. C'était montrer que, puisqu'on 
avait le pouvoir, on é6tait décidé 4 l'exercer avec toutes ses prérogatives, 
avec moins de réserve qu'un ministére tory qui n'aurait pas fait la 
proposition qu'on nous fait aujourd'hui. Nous avons plus 4 craindre 
avec un ministére libéral fort, qu'avec un ministére tory faible et 
obligé A toute la prudence. Ceux qui sont au pouvoir aujourd'hyi ne 
sont obligés 4 aucunes précautions, ils usent de leurs facultés, ils 
n'en prennent aucunes. Je ne permettrai jamais l'ombre de réflexion 

Sur ceux qui sont hors de cette chambre, je dirai au contraire que le 
juge qu'on a amené ainsi de Québec, en encourant les disgraces d'un 
gouvernement brutal dans une occasion bien connue, souffrant sa des- 
titution plutdt que de se rendre coupable de servir d'instrument dans 
les affaires politiques contre les compatriotes, s'est attiré l'estime 
inaliénable de ses concitoyens; je respecte donc le juge qui a été amené 
ici, et je dis que sa conduite, lors de nos troubles politiques, mérite 
la plus haute approbation, mais je dis aussi que rien ne peut faire 
pardonner 4 un ministre de qui on avait droit d'attendre tant de bien, 
d'avoir @té ainsi chercher ce juge a Québec et lui avoir fait abandonner 
une place qu'il remplissait si bien, dans le but seul de se rendre aux 
sollicitations d'un ami, d'un collégue tracassier. On a porté l'esprit 
de complaisance et d'intrigue jusque sur le banc. Le remplacement était 
réglé par une loi spéciale et les deux juges puisnés qui ont refusé au 
ministére de céder leur droit a la préséance, ont montrés (sic) qu'ils 
avaient du respect pour eux-mémes et pour le barreau. On ne consulte 
pas le banc, quand il s'agit de quelque combinaison politique. Les juges 
sont pourtant des personnes qui auraient droit aux égards du cabinet, 
s'il ne s'imaginait pas qu'il doit tout régler, tout conduire. Quelles 
ont été les conséquences de cette conduite de nos ministres? C'est que 
l'administration de la justice est souffrante, c'est que le juge est 
payé et qu'il ne fait rien, c'est que si la décision des autorités 
métropolitaines est rendue contre lui, il se trouverait le dernier sur 
le banc. Et l'on dira n'avoir pu empécher tout cela? C'est un acte ou 
il manque au moins quelque prudence. 

Il est bien d'autres détails dans lesquels on pourrait suivre les 
écarts de 1l'administration, mais je crois avoir pour le moment occupé 
assez longtemps lL'attention de la Chambre, je m'arréterai donc ici, sauf 
a me reprendre si cela devient nécessaire dans la réplique. Je dois 
néanmoins dire avant de terminer, que ce ministére tory, dont je pensais 
tant de mal, et ce ministére libéral dont j'espérais tant de bien, ont 
tous deux également trompé mes espérances et mes craintes. Du moment que 
j'ai connu notre ministére libéral j'ai commencé 4 dire qu'on n'avait 
rien de bon a en espérer. Dés lors on a abusé contre moi de la facilité 
que l'on avait de conduire la presse. On a tout faussé; on a dit et 
répété jusqu'a satiété un fameux "TAISEZ-VOUS," qui rendra nos ministres 
immortels, a4 défaut de quelque chose de mieux. "Taisez-Vous! s'est-on 
€écrié; une discussion franche et libre pourrait briser notre parti, et 
le bien ne peut résulter que de 1'Union entre tous les membres de notre 
part ie 

La presse canadienne avait @té arrétée lors des malheureux @vénements 
de 37; des propriétaires avaient été maltraités, emprisonnés de la maniére 
la plus inconstitutionelle, par l'ordre d'hommes aussi stupides que 
sanguinaires. Mais depuis l'ordre avait été rétabli, et la presse n'avait 
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pas tardé 4 se relever. La presse libre du Bas-Canada a été reconnstituée. 
La Minerve a reparu au méme rang ot l'avait (sic) élevé son patriotisme 

et son indépendance, dans des temps de lutte vigoureuse entre le peuple 

et un gouvernement injuste. Il n'y a eu dans ce premier moment de 

rétabli aucune presse qui ne se soit donné (sic), pieds et mains liés, 

au ministére. Depuis ce temps toute cette presse n'a cessé d'étre 
conduite par l'inspiration des ministres qui ne l'ont rétabli qu'a la 
condition formelle qu'elle serait leur organe en tout et partout, qu'elle 
dirait tout ce qu'ils désireraient et rien autre chose. Si en s'attachant 4 
cette presse, on n'eut eu pour but que d'avoir une organe pour exposer 

et développer les vues du gouvernement; il n'y aurait eu 1a-dedans rien 

que de louable; de pareilles presses se voient dans tous les pays. Mais 
on ne s'en tint pas 14, on s'en est fait ume arme, un moyen d'injure et 

de calomnie contre tous ceux qui ont osé différer d'opinion avec notre 
ministére libéral. 

Il ne s'est pas trouvé de presses indépendantes dans lesquelles un 
seul mot de défense ait été dit en faveur des hommes les plus odieusement 
calomniés. Ce systéme a donné une force extraordinaire, une force sans 
contr6le aux chefs du parti libéral. Ne voyant que des journaux 4 leur 
solde, le systéme de l'injure et de la calomnie a @té par eux mis 4 
l'ordre du jour. On a endormi 1l'opinion publique, on a démoralisé le 
pays; on a accoutumé les lecteurs des journaux, non pas 4 juger par eux- 
mémes, a4 peser les raisonnements, mais 4 croire aveuglement a toutes les 
flatteries qui étaient données 4 leurs patrons. Et non seulement 1'opinion 
publique a été faussée, mais elle a @té entiérement paralysée. Ce régne 
est fini, il y a déja deux papiers indépendants qui ont une circulation 
aussi grande que la circulation des journaux ministériels. I1 faudra 
donc, malgré 1l'exclusivisme qui est encore a l'ordre du jour, qu’il y 
ait liberté de penser et de discussion, parce que les hommes qui 
voudraient s'en tenir 4 un systéme d'exclusivisme aussi absurde ne pour- 
raient jamais ni garder le pouvoir, ni tromper d'avantage le public. 

Il faudra toujours en revenir a la liberté de discussion, c'est le 
seul moyen qui puisse donner de la durée 4 un gouvernement et qui puisse 
faire prévaloir ses idées. Eh bien, c'est dans cette période d'ex- ~ 
clusivisme que le ministére précédent a été attaqué avec une force et 
un acharnement qui ne pouvait pas étre celui des éditeurs de journaux, 
eux-mémes. Nous connaissons ces éditeurs, nous savons qu'ils ne sont 
pas de taille a faire peur. Derriére ces éditeurs, il faut chercher et 
on ne trouve ceux 4 qui profitait la calomnie. A qui cette infame . 
profite-t-elle? On sait bien que ce n'est pas aux éditeurs de ces 
journaux, mais 4 ceux qui les poussent et les soudoient. Dans toutes 
ces calomnies qui one été volontairement répétées par la presse minis— 
térielle, qui, lorsqu'on 1'a convaincue de mensonage, n'a jamais eu le 
courage de se rétracter, il faut ne pas voir que ces minces éditeurs que 
ne font que mettre les matiéres ensemble, et rapprocher des types d'im- 
primeries, mais il faut voir dans les auteurs de ces écrits ceux qui se 
disputent le pouvoir, et qui pour s'en arracher les dépouilles ne reculent 
devant aucune indignité. 

Je ne répondrai qu'a quelques ume de ces calomnies. L'honnorable 
M. Viger est un homme que je n'ai pas approuvé, on le sait. Ceux qui 
l'ont attaqué savaient que quand j'étais 4 Paris, j'avais blamé sa 
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conduite, que j'avais dit qu'il était dans une erreur qui certes n'était 
pas plus coupable que celle qui a fait accepter le pouvoir a4 nos ministres. 
C'était la méme erreur. I1 n'avait accepté le pouvoir que comme cédant 4 
la nécessité. Ses successeurs, en acceptant leurs portefeuilles, ont 
fait la méme faute. Si on croyait qu'il avait tort, il fallait argumenter 
et non pas injurier. On s'est contenté de répéter que M. Viger s'était 
vendu pour £40,000; on n'a pas essayé de prouver ce fait. Ceux qui 
dirigaient la presse, savaient que c’@était um mensonge. M. Viger avait 
nié leur avance, c'était 4 eux 4 le prouver. Quand on fait dire 4 la 
presse de pareilles choses, il faut @tre prét 4 les soutenir. Mais ici, 
l'on ne se sert que de la calomnie et on a continué ce systéme sans rien 
prouver. Le méme homme a été attaqué sous un autre rapport; on a dit, 
pour le perdre, qu'il était ennemi de la religion de ses compatriotes, 
qu'il était protestant. On savait néanmoins que ce monsieur est un 

homme religieux, infiniment plus religieux que ceux qui le calomniaient 
Je ne veux ici faire de reproche 4 personne, je respecte toutes les 
opinions sincéres; elles ont droit au respect et je ne dis pas cela pour 
donner de la valeur a M. Viger, mais je dis que ceux qui portaient contre 
lui de pareilles attaques disaient un mensonge honteux et qu'en recueil- 
lant les fruits, ils nuisaient 4 la réputation d'un honnéte citoyen. 

Il avait fait honneur 4 son pays et devait @tre respecté, au moins pour 
ses services passés, il ne devait pas é@tre calomnié. 

Ceux qui publiaient ces calomnies savaient trés bien que M. Viger 
était plus catholique et plus religieux que plusieurs de ceux pour le 
plaisir et le profit desquels on publiait ces indigines reproches. S'‘il 
tombait, on montait a sa place. I1 ne fallait pas @tre scrupuleux pour 
emporter au plus vite un poste si convoité. C'est cela qui était une 
indignité, et j'ai eu raison de dire que le scandale était plus choquant 
quand il paraissait dans les Mélanges dits Religieux. parce que M. Viger 
était un des bienfaiteurs de l'établissement. L'on croit avoir sufffisam- 
ment répondu en disant quoi, é@tes-vous si ami de votre famille, si peu 
ami du bien publique, si ennemi de la liberté d'examen, que parce que 
M. Viger homme public aura fait quelque bien 4 1'Evéché, l'on n'ait pas 
le droit de le condamner quand il a tort? Oui, certes, cette liberté 
doit rester entiére pour M. Viger, pour 1l'Evéché, pour chaque citoyen, 
grand ou petit, ecclésiastique ou laic. Mais la liberté de mentir et de 
calomnier n'existe pas pour personne, pas plus pour l'éditeur des Melanges 
dits Religieux que pour qui que ce soit au monde. Je n'ai rien dit autre 
chose et pour excuser la calomnie contre M. Viger, l'on est forcé de 
dénaturer ce que j'ai dit, d'employer la calomnie contre moi, de ne pas 
sortir d'un systéme coupable et ordurier, qui a profité 4 quelques 
ministres dans le passé qui les tuera dans l'avenir et peut-@tre par 
1l'Avenir, dés que la discussion deviendra argumentative. 

Au reste quand, je dis que M. Viger est trés religieux, et que quel- 
ques uns de ses rétracteurs l'étaient trés peu, ce n'est pas pour le 
louer, ce n'est pas pour le déprécier quand 4 leurs opinions, mais oui, 
bien quand 4 leur conduite 4 son égard, puisqu'elle est une combinaison 
de calomnie et d'hypocrisie, le plus ignoble de tous les genres de men- 
songes. Représentants de tout le peuple dans un siécle et dans une 
société ou régne la plus grande diversité d'opinion religieuse ou 
irreligieuse, nous devons justice pleine et entiére 4 tous nos concitoyens 
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et a nous-mémes, en proclamant que notre disposition 4 respecter les 
honnétes gens est pleine et entiére, indépendamment de toute considération, 
de ce que sont leur scepticisme. A chacun sa liberté absolue sous ce 
rapport, sans avoir a rendre compte de ses opinions 4 qui que ce soit au 
monde, sans qu'elles doivent se soumettre 4 aucun désavantage politique. 

Voudra-t-on dire que nul des membres du cabinet ne doit @tre blamé 
du dévergondage de ses adulateurs dans la presse ministérielle, parce qu'il 
n'y a pas de preuve légale qu'il soit l'auteur de ces sales injures, parce 
qu'elles sont si nombreuses et incessantes qu'une seule téte n'a pu les 
concevoir et une seule bouche les trompéter. Mais qui en est l'inspirateur, 
qui y a applaudi; qui les a récompensées, de qui les inventeurs et trompet- 
teurs attendent-ils leurs récompenses? Quand quelque crime bien odieux 
a @té commis, quand quelques turpitudes incroyables, excessives sont 
déjettées sur la société et que pendant un tems le coupable n'est pas 
connu, quelles seront les recherches judicieuses qui mettront la justice 
sur la piste pour le découvrir. Elle se dira 4 qui le crime, 4 qui des 
turpitudes qui répugnent 4 tout ce qui a une téte et coeur d'homme ont- 
elles pu profiter? D'étre ou de n'étre pas en place. De garder, perdre 
ou reprendre des portefeuilles, et toute l'adulation, le patronage, 
l'autorité qu'ils donnent. 

Est-ce que @diteurs de la Minerve, Revue, Mélanges Religieus, voire 
méme du Journal de Québec se croient de figure et d'allure a porter avec 
graces et dignité, avec honneur pour eux-mémes et utilité pour le pays, 
des portefeuilles. Non, ils ne sont pas de taille 4 se charger d'un 
pareil fardeau. Ils sont donc soufflés pour vomir incessamment la 
calomnie, pour ne donner jamais admission aux dénégations d'hommes in- 
nocemment accusés, pour ne jamais se rétracter, quand ils se sont assurés 
qu'ils ont dit faux. Oui, ce sont des journaux soufflés. 

MR. CAUCHON.--Hear! Hear! (écoutez, Spates La 

M. PAPINEAU.--Des journaux souillés! 

Un systéme aussi immoral, aussi fortement organisé, aussi odieusement 
suivi avec persévérance depuis six ou sept ans, n'aurait jamais pu avoir 
une telle durée dans aucun pays, ou par des circonstances déplorables, 
un homme ou un trés petit nombre d'hommes combinés n'auraient pas été 
rendus les seules maitres de la presse du pays, l'animer d'une unique 
direction, d'une inspiration 4 son ou leur profit. Le mal a cessé. La 
presse ministérielle sous la méme direction est bien toute aussi immorale 
et mensongére aujourd'hui qu'hier. Ses énormités sont aussi scandaleuses, 
elle ne sait expier que du poison, mais 1'antidote est troubé. Depuis 
quelques mois seulement il y a deux presses indépendantes. Deux presses 
ou le pour et le contre peuvent @tre également discutés, ot la raison, 
l'argumentation sont regues avec faveur, ou les plus hautes questions 
politiques sont journellement traitées avec une supériorité de talents 
et de connaissances, de savoir-vivre et de modération qui réduiront les 
éditeurs a sortir du bourbier ot il leur a plu de se vautrer pour faire 
leur cour au membres du cabinet. Leur inclination fut d'applaudir 4 ce 
systéme si propre 4 démoraliser rapidement la société, sans quoi il y 
aurait longtemps que ces différentes presses auraient rempli leur mission, 
la libre discussion, et répudié ce qu'il y a de plus répugnant; et 
qu'elles auraient cherché ce que le monde a droit d'attendre de la presse, 
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le triomphe de la vérité et non le systéme qui a fait leur honte et cela 
au profit transitoire des ministres. Ils ont pratiqué 1l'organisation 
du mensonge pour le faire triompher. 

J'ai entendu faire des @loges exagérés du gouverneur actuel, et la 
chose ne m'a peu surpris. Je trouve qu'il y a de la folie pour toute 
colonie d'étre satisfait (sic) de quelque gouveneur que ce soit. Ils 
sont tous bons, tous mauvais. Ce sont les agents de Downing Street qui 
viennent en passant nous exploiter et qui ne sont bons ou mauvais qu'en 
autant que leurs instructions leur donnent ce caractére. On a fait 
chanter des messes en reconnaissance a sir Charles Bagot; j'ai trouvé 
que c'etait ridicule, comme je trouve qu'il est ridicule de se séparer 
de ses concitoyens pour aider a tirer du bien d'un mauvais gouvernement. 
Pour moi, a distance, tout ceci me paraissait une question de personnes, 
et je disais que pour l'intérét d'un gouverneur on ne devait pas faire 
de si grandes démonstrations que celles qu'on fesait pour celui-14. 

Tous doivent nous étre également indifférents et le plutdt on cessera 
de nous en envoyer, le mieux ce sera tant pour la colonie que pour la 
métropole. Et cette idée que j'exprime n'est pas nouvelle, il y a eu 
un grand nombre de colonies anglaises qui sont demeurées colonies et 
qui ont bien supportés (sic) cette privation sans en souffrir. 

Je dis donc que lorsque pour avoir pris la défense de quelques 
individus qui avaient droit 4 la reconnaissance du pays et qui y ont 
encore droit, malgré les insinuations par les quelles on a voulu détruire 
le sentiment de respect que le peuple entretenait envers eux, le méme 
systéme de proscription a été employé contre moi pour me faire taire. 

On devait pourtant savoir que j'étais accoutumé 4 ces attaques, qu'elles 
ne pourraient pas me faire changer d'opinion ni me faire fléchir en 
quelque occasion que ce fut. Toujours prét a écouter les argumentations 
qu'on me présente, je ne céde pas aux menaces de qui que ce soit. Puis- 
qu'on me parlait de procés criminel et d'échafaud, je me suis dit: Est- 
ce que la loi martiale pourrait étre de nouveau proclamée? J'ai cherché, 
pour voir s'il n'y avait rien dans nos lois pour me mettre a l'abri de 
pareilles poursuites, et j'ai vu que l'honnorable membre pour le comté 

de Missisquoi avait la libéralité de faire adopter une loi pour les procés 
par jury qui tend 4 empécher le retour des excés commis par nos cours 
criminelles en 1837, et dés lors, j'ai @té convaincu que je pouvais 

venir exprimer librement mes opinions dans cette enceinte. Quand j'ai 
vu que les lois mettaient un jury entre le mauvais vouloir des ministres 
et moi, je ne les ai plus craints et j'ai dit: j'irai en Chambre leur 
dire sans crainte ce que je pense d'eux et de notre constitution. Je 
dois cela a la bonne loi d'un ministre tory. 

Je crois qu'il n'y a jamais eu depuis longtemps sous les ministéres 
torys rien de pareil au discours actuel de notre ministére libéral. Je 
crois que les noms tory et libéral ont disparus (sic), que les deux partis 
n'en font plus qu'un, soit qu'ils se sont mutuellement rapprochés 1'un 
de l'autre, ou que ga ne soit que le ministére libéral qui a rétrogardé. 
J'espére toujours que toutes ces distinctions de partis finiront par 
disparaitre, et que viendra un jour ow tous seront remis dans un méme 
intérét; et que les hommes seront jugés par leurs oeuvres et non autrement. 

Je veux, maintenant, faire voir que le gouvernement responsable n'est 
pas en Canada, mais dans Downing Street. Rien de plus frappant que la 
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différence qu'il y a au sujet de la question de 1l'émigration, dans le 
discours de cette année et celui de l'an dernier. L'année derniére une 
loi sur 1'émigration est faite en tout conforme aux renseignements recus 
du bureau colonial; il ne fallait rien faire avant d'avoir obtenu son 
consentement, avant de connaitre son avis. La loi passée dans cette 
circonstance était bonne, était sage. Aujourd'hui, nous sommes avertis 
qu'elle n'était pas bonne, ni sage, et cela dix mois seulement aprés sa 
passation. N'est-ce pas ume preuve que nos ministres ne se remuent qu'en 
autant qu'on met, dans Downing Street, le doigt sur le fil par lequel on 
les fait s'agiter? N'est-ce pas ume preuve que nos ministres, avec leur 
gouvernement responsable tant vanté n'ont de volonté que celle du bureau 
colonial? qu'ils ne peuvent faire un pas que conformément aux ordres 

de ceux dont ils ne sont que les petits instruments? Le ministére aurait 
di avoir le courage de dire: ce bill est passé conformément 4 nos 
instructions; et nous sommes obligés de le faire et de le défaire selon 
qu'on le juge a propos en Angleterre. La mort a moissonné le quart de 

1' émigration de l'an dernier; nos concitoyens ont été les victimes de 

ce fléau, causé par le défaut de précaution a bord des vaisseaux, et que 
nous a ammené 1'émigration. Nombre de nos ministres de la religion et 
des premiers de nos concitoyens y ont succombés (sic), et le bureau colonial 
reconnait la justice qu'il y avait a prévenir par une loi stringente et 
efficace le retour de pareils désastres pour les émigrants et pour le 
pays. La loi fut passée en conformité 4 ses instructions. Votée 4 
l'unanimité l'an dernier parce que Downing-Street la demandait, sera-t- 
elle rejetteé cette année parce qu'il n'en veut plus. Les propriétaires 
de vaisseaux ont dit on fait dire dans la Chambre des Communes, que cette 
loi diminuait les profits de leur trafic, et quel trafic? les profits 
sur la mort du plus grand nombre possible de leurs passagers, et le 
ministre colonial exposé 4 perdre quelques voix en Chambre au lieu de 
reconnaitre que notre loi avait été adoptée, en conformité 4 ses vues, 

a la faiblesse de le nier, de dire que sa loi est mauvaise et parce qu'il 
est faible et faux, et a l'arrogance de demander que nous soyons faibles 
et faux comme lui, que nous détruisions notre oeuvre et nos ministres 

d'y acquiescer en hate, parce que leur responsabilité est bien réelle 
envers Downing-Street, bien imaginaire envers le Canada. 

Il est une autre partie de ce discours dans lequel il parait qu'on 
veut rétablir le crédit 4 la maniére que l'entendent nos ministres. Le 
ecrédit du Canada est disparu en Angleterre, on fait tous les jours des 
placement 4 deux et demi par cent; et l'on peut trouver néanmoins 4 
y placer nos débentures méme 4 six pour cent. Personne depuis deux ans 
ne veut en prendre 4 ce taux élevé, comparé 4 ce qu'est le cours de 
l'intérét dans la plupart des pays de 1'Europe. Eh! bien, que propose- 
t-on pour remédier 4 ceci! C'est incompréhensible! on parle d'un fond 
d'amortissement, comme d'un moyen puissant pour rétablir le crédit 4 la 
province. Lord Durham en avait fondé un de ces fonds d'amortissement qui 
a tout amorti avec lui. Le fond d'amortissement a perdu M. Thiers, donc 
ce fond d'amortissement est bon chez un gouvernement honnéte; mais, chez 
un gouvernement comme le notre, c'est l'héritage que recoit un jeune 
débauché qui se dit; je veux maintenant m’en donner pendant six mois, de 
mon reste. I1 met une partie de son bien en réserve, comme une poire pour 
la soif, et tout est dit; avant six mois les trois quarts de l'héritage 
ont été dissipé. Le fond d'armortissement de notre ministére aura le méme 
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résultat. Il verra au premier jour, le nécessité d'employer le fond 
d'amortissement 4 finir les travaux publics qui sont jusqu'ici restés 
inachevés ou en commencer d'autres. 

Dans 1'Etat de New-York, on a pris des précautions contre la dis- 
sipation des deniers publics. Ici, c'est la derniére chose a laquelle 
on pense; ou plutét, l'on n'y a pas pensé du tout. L'année derniére, 
nous avons autorisé un emprunt considérable pour faciliter le rétablis- 
sement dans la confiance publique; nous avons 4 cet effet donné au 
ministére le pouvoir d'offrir six pour cent d'intérét. I1 fallait donc 
si on voulait soutenir le crédit publique s'y prendre de la méme maniére 
qu'on s'y prend dans des états bien réglés, comme on s'y prend dans la 
république voisine. I1 fallait bien se garder de se montrer dans un état 
de pénurie dans exemple, émettant, comme on l'a fait, des débentures en 
si petites valeurs, de montants si modiques que cinq et dix piastres. La 
chambre d'assemblée ne peut pas donner son approbation 4 une semblable 
mesure; elle n'a pas pu la vouloir. Pourquoi le ministére, s'il voulait 
rétablir notre crédit, n'a-t-il pas fait 4 cet effet des propositions 4 
New-York, dans Wall-Street, a la bourse de France ou aux marchands de 
Hollande? Ce sont 1a des grands centres de circulations ou les fonds 
étrangers sont négotiés en tous temps. Si les membres du ministére avaient 
eu foi dans le crédit publique, ils auraient donc contracté, ainsi qu'ils 
en avaient le pouvoir, avec ces nations étrangéres. Mais quand on est 
autorisé 4 emprunter de l'argent 4 six pour cent et qu'on ne le fait pas; 
qu'au lieu de le faire un gouvernement descend jusqu'a émettre de (sic) 
débentures d'une valeur si petite qu'elles ne peuvent manquer d'avoir 
le sort des assignats, c'est déclarer 4 la face du monde qu'on n'a plus 
de foi dans le rétablissement du crédit, c'est porter au crédit son coup 
de mort. Tout cela est une suite de la position que nous a faite l'acte 
d'Union. Je crois done que plutét viendra la séparation des deux 
provinces, mieux ce sera pour toutes les parties. Le rappel de 1'Union 
est surtout désirable pour le Bas-Canada. Cette Union nous met vis-a-vis 
du Haut-Canada, dans la méme position qu'est 1'Irlande vis-a-vis de 
l'Angleterre. C'est la partie de toute 1'Europe ot il meurt, annuellement, 
de faim, le plus grand nombre d'hommes. C'est la dénomination d'un pays 
sur un autre qui produit de pareils résultats. Tant que nous serons soumis, 
comme nous le sommes 4 la domination du Haut-Canada, nous ne pourrons 
rien espérer de mieux. On doit donc s'empresser de faire cesser un pareil 
état de chose. Jusqu'’a présent l'attention publique s'est addonné 
surtout 4 la réforme électorale, cela, non pas parce que c'est la seule 
réforme désirable, mais parce qu'elle est un moyen de conduire au rappel 
de 1'Union. Tous les hommes de bon sens sentent que cette mesure est 
désirable, sentent la difficulté qu'il y a de législater pour deux pays 
si différents en tous points. Cette union a été fournie dans le but 
avoué de nuire au peuple canadien. De quel prétexte s'est-on servi, pour 
nous l'imposer? C'est qu'elle devait nécessairement amener 1'’extension 
du commerce. On doit voir aujourd'hui qu'on s'était trompé, si c'était 
1a l'idée qu'on avait; que le pays n'a jamais été plus souffrant qu'il ne 
l'a 6té depuis 1'Union.130 The hon. gentleman then went into a history 
of the manner of adjusting the duties between the two Provinces before 
the union; and then into an account of some of the proceedings of the 
Quebec Reform Committee. The Committee, he said, had written circulars 
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to the members of the Ministry and the Legislature and to Downing St, and 
(as we understood) the only person who failed to reply was Mr. LaFontaine, 
in consequence of which, the programme of the Committee was not agitated 
in the District of Montreal. He concluded by moving his amendments.131 


(16) 

The Honorable Mr. Paptneau moved tn amendment to the Questton, 
seconded by the Honorable Mr. Laterriére, that the words, "That the 
proofs whitch the people of Canada have furnished during this pertod of 
general exettement and disqutetude, of thetr love of order, and of the 
attachment they bear to their tnstttuttons will, they feel assured, tend 
to establish the credit of the Province on a firmer basis, and to promote 
tts prosperity," be left out, and the following inserted: "That this 
tranquilitty of the people of the_Canadas, amidst the deep and general 
agttatton whtch has urged the most enlighted Nations of Europe to the 
noblest exerttons, often crowned with success, to alter and reform thetr 
vtetous Governments, unitsely clinging to usurpattons made by fraud or 
conquered by violence during the dark ages, but now intolerable, and that 
soon must become untenable tn presence of free dtscusston, and yteld to 
reason and knowledge of the nineteenth century, proves that Canadtans of 
all classes and of all ortgins have shown themselves frtendly to order 
to a degree proving them entitled of rtght to be endowed with poltttical 
instttuttons much more free and ltberal that the defeetitve Constttutton 
imposed on them agatnst thetr known and declared wishes, through their 
remonstrances and retterated Petittons agatnst the re-unton of the two 
Canadas, wisely separated to thetr mutual advantage tn 1791: That unttl 
the phtlanthropte and most judtctous plan advocated by that pre-eminent 
and far-seeing Statesman, Charles James Fox, be realtzed, by the reform 
of our Constttutton, through the extenston of the elective princtple to 
many other offtces and departments than those wherein tt now appltes, and 
to such a degree, that Canadians, as he satd, should see nothing to envy 
tn the tnstituttons of thetr netghbours, we have no better chance tn time 
to come, than we had during a long and painful past, to obtatn the good 


CL?) 
government of the Province, and through good government tts general 
prospertty, and the general contentment of tts tnhabttants." 
And a Debate artstng thereupon; 


DR. LATERRIERE.--Je seconderai l'amendment de l'honorable monsieur. 
(Applaudissement général dans la galerie-gauche. ) 


M. MORIN E'ORATEUR Je croyais que M. Christie avait demandé 4 
seconder cette proposition.133 


M. CHRISTIE.--J'avais eu cette intention, mais je préfére que ce 


soit M. Laterriére. Je seconderai l'amendement qui suivra celui-ci.154 


DR. LATERRIERE.--M. l'orateur, en me levant pour seconder cette motion, 
je crois donner les raisons qui me décident a4 le faire. Le tableau si 
vrai, si énergique que vient de dessiner l'honorable membre pour le comté 
de St.-Maurice, de la situation que nous occupons, m'a tellement frappé, 
tellement convaincu des effets funestes de 1'Union malheureuse des deux 
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Canadas, que j'aurais cru, en gardant le silence, me mettre en contra- 
diction directe avec moi-méme. En secondant cette proposition, je veux 
joindre mon protét 4a celui de l'hon. M. Papineau contre l'acte d'Union 
que j'ai toujours regardé et que je regarde plus que jamais comme 
nuisible aux intéréts du Bas-Canada. Néanmoins, je déclare ici que je 
n'en ai pas moins dans notre administration une confiance entiére. Cette 
confiance, je l'aurai tant que les actes, mais les actes pratiques de 
cette administration seront dans l'intérét de cette partie de la province, 
autant que dans celle de la province supérieure. Je ne sais si c'est 
avec intention ou non, mais l'addresse ne parle presque exclusivement 

que de dépense de l'argent dans le Haut-Canada, et tout le monde sait 
qu'il n'y en a pas pour y continuer les canaux qu'on y a commencés. Je 
ne sais encore si c'est avec intention ou par omission, mais je ne vois 

a la suite de paragraphe de l'adresse auquel je fais allusion, rien 4 
l'avantage du Bas-Canada. Je prendrai donc la liberté de faire observer 
qu'il serait 4 propos que l'on fit tout en soi pour trouver le moyen 
d'ouvrir une voie de communication facile entre les habitants de Québec 
et ceux des paroisses au-dessous de cette ville. Ce serait trouver un 
marché 4 une population industrieuse de quinze mille ames, que de les 
mettre ainsi en rapport immédiat avec notre ancienne capitale. Tant qu'on 
ne trouvera pas le moyen de réaliser cette idée, cette population sera 
dans l'impossibilité d'apporter ses produits sur les marchés de Québec. 
Il me semble qu'une mesure de cette importance mérite d'étre prise en 
considération aussi bien que les canaux du Haut-Canada. Je suis dans 
cette Chambre pour prendre l'intérét du Bas-Canada, pour veiller 4 ce 

que justice soit rendue. Je déclare donc une fois pour toutes que si 
l'on demande de semblables mesures pour le Haut-Canada, je ne voterai 

en sa faveur que quand on m'aura convaincu qu'on veut en donner de 
semblables au Baseeoeaues a j'espére que tous les membres du Bas- 

Canada en feront autant.+? 


MR. REC. GEN. VIGER dit qu'on lui a reproché d'avoir accepté la place 
de receveur-général, malgré qu'il soit président d'une institution 
financiére. "Il est vrai, dit-il, que j'ai été président de la Banque 
du Peuple, mais je ni connais aucune loi ne aucune résolution de cette 
chambre, ni aucun réglement qui me défende d'agir comme je l'ai fait. 
Dés 1833, nous nous sommes réunis plusieurs de mes amis et moi pour 
fonder la Banque de Peuple; je fus choisi comme président et je conti- 
nuai a 1l'étre jusqu'aujourd'’hui sans exiger ni demander aucune rémuné- 
ration; quand j'allai m'établir 4 la campagne, je donnai ma résignation 
aux directeurs de la Banque, parce que mon @loignement ne me permettait 
plus de prendre part aux affaires de cette institution. Les directeurs 
ne voulurent pas accepter. Quand j'ai @té nommé receveur-général, j'ai 
envoyé de nouveau ma résignation, et légalement je puis dire que j'ai 
résigné cette place. Cependant je dois déclarer que si la chambre 
désire que ceux qui entrent dans 1l'administration abandonnent entiére- 
ment leurs occupations privées, elle devrait se prononcer ouvertement 4 
ce sujet; car que l'on remarque que la place du ministre est loin d'étre 
une place permanente; dans l'espace de quelques mois, il y avait eu 
deux receveurs généraux qui s'étaient succédés avant moi. Demain je 
puis moi-méme abandonner cette charge, soit forcément soit volontaire- 
ment. Ceux 4 que l'on offre ces emplois devraient donc connaitre pré- 
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alabrement ce qu'ils ont 4 faire. Mais tant qu'il n'y aura aucune loi, 
ni aucune résolution de la chambre 4 ce sujet, on ne saurait se croire 
tenu de quitter entiérement ses occupations privées en entrant dans 
l'administration. 


DR. FORTIER.--L'hon. membre pour le comté de St. Maurice, a observé 
que le gouvernement aurait toujours empéché les Canadiens-frangais de 
s'établir dans les townships; mais pourquoi avec toute sa franchise et 
dans le trés long discours qu'il vient de nous faire, n'a-t-il pas 
observé que c'est le présent ministére qui a arrété 1'émigration des 
canadiens dans les Etats-Unis, en leur ouvrant les townships, en leur 
donnant des lopins de terre gratis, et en diminuant le prix des terres 
de six chelins 4 deux, ne savons-nous pas que nous avons au moins cent 
mille canadiens qui ont émigré dans les Etats-Unis parce qu'ils ne 
pouvaient s'établir dans ce pays. Mais nous avons l'espérance de voir 
sous la présente administration, revenir nos concitoyens, s'établir dans 
leur patrie, défricher les terres, et former une population agricole 
et industrieuse.137 


CObr GUC. -Last. «setae tes 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN would like to make a few remarks before the 
question was put. It had been said by hon. members opposite that the 
hon. member for Essex had demolished the speech from the throne, he 
could therefore briefly notice thel39 few points... the hon. Member ... 
had confined himself to.140 The first remark was with reference to the 
tranquillity of the Province during the past year; the fault he found 
with that passage was, that he fancied that instead of being tranquil 
the people were in a state of quiescence or apathy, 141 be that as it 
might, it was at all events clear, that there was no distinct cause of 
discontentment; and the hon. Member in his remarks, instead of contro- 
verting the~ statement in the address, tacitly admitted the truth of the 
statement. The next point touched upon by the hon. Member was_the 
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increase in the REPRE MERSALL OM, but he hardly seemed sincere 7 OBO 
feel what he said!43 in reference to this part_of the address. And with 
regard to 144 interfering with King's College, some qualms of conscience 


seem lately to have come over the hon. Member; for all will recollect that 
in 1846, he strenuously supported a measure proposed by the then ministry, 
which would have touched the charter more than the intended measure will 
do. 46 ~The fourth and last point relative to the-address in the speech 

of the hon. member, had reference to the transit of passengers up the 
St.Lawrence to the Western States. Well it seemed to him (Mr. Baldwin) 
that his objection was rather a strange one, for he seemed to consider 
that there was a serious inconvenience to the public in having the 
advantage of the transit passengers, because they were destined ultimately 
to settle in the Western States; for his own part he wished to have as 
much as possible of the transit of the passengers and commerce of the 
great country in the West, as it could not fail to benefit our Public 
Works, and thereby contribute to the prosperity of the Province. (Hear, 
hear.) These then were all the points on which the hon. Member for Essex 
had touched, and this was what the gentlemen of the Opposition called 
"demolishing" the Speech. But there were other points, not connected 
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with the Address, which had been alluded to, and to which he must 

briefly refer. The Hon, Member had said that the policy of the present 
Ministry was to govern only by a party, for a party, and through a 

party; but he (Mr, B) entirely repudiated such a sentiment. (Ironical 
cheers.) 147 It was impossible to carry on the Government without 
something like a party, and they undoubtedly did govern by means of 

party combinations , but they had never acted on the principle of 
governing for a party alone, and not for the good of the whole country. 
The Hon. Gentleman had referred to what he was pleased to call the 
dismissal of Associate Judges, and he was surprised to hear him allude 

to that topic, for he must be aware that the course taken by the present 
Administration was actually forced on them by the long train of injustice 
inflicted under former Governments in selecting all the judges appointed 
on the Commission of Oyer and Terminer throughout Upper Canada of one 
party. (Hear, hear.)149 How was it that, during the time they were in 
office, all the persons named as Associate judges were Conservatives? 

The hon. Member said that they required to be men of respectability. 

Were there no men of respectability belonging to his (Mr. Baldwin's) 
party159? He did not wish to say a word against the gentlemen to whose 
case the Hon. Member for Essex had especially alluded. They had not 

been dismissed from the Commission of Oyer and Terminer: their names 

had only been left out of the new Commission in order to make room for 
other gentlemen equally respectable, but of the opposite party; for the 
purpose of showing that equal justice was now to be administered to 

both parties in the country. (Hear, hear.)151 It was the only way 

that they could do so, because the number of Associate Judges could not 

be well enlarged, and no new ones could be named, without leaving out 

some of the old onesl52. Hon. members forget that this was not the first 
time that gentlemen had been left off the Commission of the Peace by the 
late Administration, giving rise to feelings of dissatisfaction, and 

which would probably have been made the subject of Parliamentary complaint, 
had it not been that he (Mr. Baldwin) was of opinion that there was no 
just ground for taking exception to it, as they were not permanent 
situations, but merely places into which respectable individuals in each 
District were put to assist the regular Judges. No offence was meant to 
the Judges who had been superseded, and none he believed had been taken; 
they had merely been left out for the purpose of placing on the Commission, 
other gentlemen of equal respectability, but belonging to the party who 
had been so long proscribed in Canada. Then as to the employment of 
Queen's Counsel, the learned member for Essex was entirely mistaken, with 
regard to the practice in England. If he would take the trouble to 

refer to the trial of frost (or ctovany er thesSrisisht state trials: ne 
would see that the Crown employed Counsel in stuff gowns, as well as those 
in silk. But at all events there was nothing in the law or practice of 
this country to prevent it; it had been done ever since 1840 andl?3 he 
(Mr. B.) did not think the practice ... tended to lower the profession, 

as by means of it young men of talent were afforded a field to distinguish 
themselves in.1° It had never been objected to until now, and the reason 
and motives of the present objection must be apparent to every one (hear 
and laughter.)1>5 


COL. PRINCE.--I call the hon. Attorney General to order, he has no 


97 


right to impute motives to me. I repudiate the insinuation, which none 
but a pigmy mind could make, and j throw them back upon the hon. member 
as being those of a pigmy mind.1° 


MR. AT. GEN BALDWIN was quite willing to allow him all the benefit 
of his remarks; if the public did not discern the motives of the hon. 
member, he, Mr. B., was mistaken.15/ The attack then concerning the 
employment of Queen’s Counsels was entirely unfounded. It was a course 
which the government had a right to pursue, and would pursue even tho' 
it met with the disapprobation of the learned member for Essex. The hon. 
gentleman had referred to some other topics, and among the rest to the 
removal of Mr. Gzowski, and the appointment of Mr. Killaly. If he had 
taken the trouble to look into the serious parts of the case, he would 
not have mistaken the true position of affairs, as he seemed to have 
done. He might recollect that the late Administration had got Mr. 
Killaly turned out of office,158 a year or two ago, and that without 
any good grounds!?9, by an Act of Parliament. That Mr. Killaly had 
talent, the hon. gentleman did not dispute. He had only been sent to 
Manage the works in the West, and this had been done for the purpose of 
reducing the expenditure of the Government--no great sin, he thought. 
The hon. member might also recollect that at the time Mr. Killaly was 
dismissed, it was to make room for the hon.member for Simcoe, a gentleman 
that he (Mr. Baldwin) had the highest respect for, but truth compelled 
him to say that he, at all events, was no engineer. But every thing 
done at that time was right, and every thing done now was wrong; although 
in the appointment of Mr. Killaly in the present instance, he had not 
been appointed to supersede either Gzowski or any one else. To a 
person who only took a one sided view it might seem quite right to dismiss 
Mr. Killaly aid (sic) wrong to dismiss Mr. Gzowski, but he (Mr. B.) did 
not think it would appear so to an unprejudiced mind. If, said the hon. 
member in conclusion, these are the only faults, if these are the only 
removals from office, which the Ministry can be blamed for, then he felt 
satisfied the country would be ready to sustain them--if that was all 
that the opposition could complain of, he felt satisfied of their 
existence for a long time to come. 161 The course pursued on the present 
occasion was rather an unusual one; and he was willing to continue the 
discussion at this late hour of the night. Instead of taking the Address 
paragraph by paragraph, it would be better if it were taken as a whole.162 
He supposed the hon. members did not intend to make any remarks on the 
general policy of the Government, or they would have risen before that 
time--at least that was the usual course. 


MR. HH. ae? 
we are to appeal. 1l 


COL. PRINCE did not wish to be dictated to, as to what course he should 
pursue.+ 


of Toronto.--We are to be dictated to, as to when 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN.--Certainly not. °° ((He)) did not wish to 


dictate to any one, but he could not help remarking that the course was 
an unusual one, and he would be the last to object to what was kept 
within the rules of the House. With regard to the amendment moved by 
honble. member for St.Maurice, (Mr. Papineau) 167 he took it for granted 
that it would not be concurred in. It appeared to him that it was 
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travelling out of the record to discuss fee it was trifling in the 


extreme, 169 but as he did not understand French, he wished his hon. 
friend the member for Montreal to answer it; and would in conclusion, 
merely remark of it, that it could have ((no)) substantial effect, as 

it only referred to other countries, and he thought it would be best for 
them to confine their remarks and attention to the welfare of their own 
country1/0 than remark on what was passing in others.1/1 


MR. W. H. SCOTT of Two Mountains, moved an aCiogr nen 


Cries of go on, ed jolene 


MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE said he had no objection to the adjournment, 
although he was perfectly willing to proceed now.1/4 


Cries of adjourn, adjourny- (> 


The motion for adjournment, was put and reed 
(17) 
On motton of Mr. Seott, of Two Mountatns, seconded by Mr. Smtth, of 


Frontenac, 
Ordered, That the Debate be_ adjourned unttl tomorrow, and be then the 
first Order of the day. 77 


The Order of the day for the attendance at the Bar of thts House, of 
John George Vanstttart, Esquire, Returning Officer at the last General 
Eleetton for the County of Oxford, to produce evtdence in relation to 
hts conduct at the satd Electton, betng read; 


Ordered, That the satd Order of the day be postponed unttl to-morrow. 


Then, on motton of Mr. Cauchon, seconded by Mr. Smith of Frontenac, 
The House adjourned. 


APPENDIX: 22 JANUARY 1849. 


((NOTICE OF BILL RE: REPEAL OF USURY PAUSED ee 


MR. H. SHERWOOD (Toronto) gave notice of his intention to move, on 79 
the lst February, for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the Usury Laws. 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: COLONIZATION OF TOWNSHIPS.) ) 18° 


DR. FORTIER gave notice of a motion relative to the Colonization of 
Townships. 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: REBELLION Losses.)) +84 


MR. JOBIN gave notice of a motion relative to indemnity for losses 
incurred in 1837-8, the words of which we were unable to catch. 183 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: MONTREAL & TROY TELEGRAPH co) 


MR. HOLMES gave notice that he would to-morrow (this day) move for leave 
to bring in a bill to incorporate the Montreal & Troy Telegraph Co, 185 


((NOTICE OF BILL RE: LIMITING NUMBER OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
LORS.)) +86 


MR. W. BOULTON gave notice that he would to-morrow (this day) move 
for leave to bring in a bill to limit the number of the Executive Council, 
and other matters relative to appointments to office.187 


((NOTICES OF MOTION RE: SHERIFFS IN COURT OF QUEEN'S Bencu.)) 188 


COL GUGY gave notice that he would move the House into Committee of 
the whole, to take into consideration the propriety of amending the 
Ordinance of 25 Geo. III., allowing Sheriffs to retain 2 3 per cent. of 
amounts levied by him.+ 


(NOTICE OF ADDRESS RE: INCOME OF SHERIFFS AND OTHER COURT 
OFFICIALS IN LOWER CANADA.))190 


COL. GUGY gave notice of his intention to move for an Address to His 
Excellency, praying him to cause to be laid before the House a Return of 
the amount of income derived by the Sheriffs in Lower Canada during the 
last five years. And also to move for an Address, praying that His 
Excellency would cause a Return to be laid before the House of the amount 
received by the Crier and Tipstaff of the Court of Queen's Bench, for the 
District of Montreal during the last five years. 


2 
((NOTICE OF BILL RE: JUDGMENTS OF HIGHER courts.))?? 
COL. GUGY gave notice of his intention to introduce a Bill to render 


Judgments of the Higher Courts in either section of the Province 
executory throughout the whole Province.1 
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((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: suRvErors.)) 194 


MR. FOURNIER inquired of Ministers if they intended to introduce any 
measure relative to Surveyors, and the measurement of Land in Lower Canada. 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE replied (as we understood him) that the 
Government proposed to introduce such a measure. 196 


195 


((WITHDRAWN MOTION RE: SALES OF PUBLIC PinDSay) 


MR. CAYLEY moved for a humble Address to His Excellency for any corre- 
spondence relative to sales of the Public Domain, which May have taken 
place between the Imperial and Provincial Governments.1+ 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE informed the House that there was no corre- 
spondence between the Imperial and Provincial Governments on the subject 
of these matters, but it was the intention of the Government shortly P99 
lay before the House the whole matter, with their proposals thereupon.:: 


MR. H. SHERWOOD thought that this motion was irregular and premature. 
The present was not the time for it, until the House had taken action on 
His Excellency's Speech. 200 


MR. CAYLEY was perfectly eet eeed 


The motion was i eharawrae = 


((WITHDRAWN MOTION RE: FREE COPIES OF PARLIAMENT'S ROUTINE 
BUSINESS TO NEWSPAPERS.)) 293 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD moved, seconded by MR. RICHARDS-- that the petition 
of D. Kinnear & Co. and others, newspaper proprietors of the city pray- 
ing to be provided with the Routine Proceedings of the House free of 
expense, be referred to a Select Committee, composed of Messrs. Prince, 
McDonald (Kingston,) Holmes, Cauchon and the mover. He remarked that in 
1824, '25, and '29, the Parliament of Upper Canada supplied the press 
with the routine proceedings. 


COL. PRINCE thought that it would have saved delay, if the House 
made an order at once that the Press should be permitted to have access 
to, and copy the Routine Proceedings. 


SIR A. MACNAB said that the course pursued in England was to leave 
the matter of Printing in the hands of the Speaker, and appoint a 
eS ioe to assist him. He thought, that was the best course to pursue 
here. 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS said that all the newspapers wanted, was to have 
one copy of the Routine Proceedings for publication on the following 
morning. They had, had it heretofore, but they had been obliged to pay 
the Clerks of the House for providing it, when they ought to have had 
it free of expense.207 


Mr. J. S. MACDONALD then withdrew his motion, to renew it in a different 
form to-morrow. 
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((WLITHDRAWN MOTION RE: GEORGE BROWN'S PROSECUTION FOR 
LIBEL. ) ) 209 


COL. PRINCE moved for copies of the indictment, Bench warrants, and 
other Vithee relative to the prosecution against George Brown, for 
libel? in the Globe newspaper at the last Spring Assizes in the 
London District2lZ, observing that he should by that means have an op- 
portunity of knowing why the said George Brown had been arrested after 
having been found guilty at the assizes above mentioned, of one of the 
most atrocious libels that had ever been published against members of the 
SE Bais 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN said he took it for granted that an explanation 
would satisfy the hon. gentleman, and that he would not insist on the 
papers which would be of no use to him when he obtained them.¢ Mr. 
Ross had written to him reporting the proceedings at the assizes, and it 
appeared thet s the bench warrant has be (sic) issued in the wrong district 


so that the” Bench warrant issued in London did not extend to the Home 
District, where Mr. Brown then, yas. The hon. gentleman read a letter 
from Mr. Ross, which stated, that at the last assizes he had received 


a letter from Brown stating that he could not come without injury to the 
public service, as he was on the Kingston Commission, which required his 
constant attendance, and asking (Mr. Ross’) advice. He Mr. Ross told him 
to come at all events and take his trial. Soon after Col. Prince came 
to town, and he (Mr. Ross) mentioned this to him. 17 The Col. had said, 
if calling Mr. Brown from Kingston at that time would interfere with 
public business, it was mot Us We Site MOd PES THOUS AMINRossOtold Mr. 
BEPUR IGS ERAS SG Nae LA HOA PLATENS HSabhBey-10Ghdn Pade Say yy ME. 
BUSWB didcnetimmme HE phEsURh ae ch@yabavAbEANReeOebHE, aupteheng oman eee 
‘jureguado copage jO Wie ey} PeASTTEq say Jeu BuTyAeWer Aq papntouods 
eo ee ee ROSS Was 
"WOTIQSIT hgdoy Eb VE SPP £35 PPELOHLPRUpREMGTBE NEA: Ld’ We accused 
the Hon. Attorney General Sas enbestmSysigodpspudho fast PRE IGE a6 RMps 2S 
ia#xa Brpumowasypaty Ge ECS Ear Kan apde the tine dha, had 
ou3 sinczowlanserr hayhad paras 1aseas fagaiekheysxeysponew PEAY Yes; HPpSt 
Pane ae was it because this Brown was on a Commission, which he 
Co ae Prince) contended was ates that he was not to taken? 
steal 4 Or, .as ‘Eel ad © rier ssd 4 Retibe2™ O¥2 0Q2U2 BeARUAG PEL hb Ppue 
Seger, been Roba ced PORE Ei 8 owe Hare Se eee Ie GHP OT? 
a rc) St U OL WWEATEM UpUAaD F 
penss?’ TAL hp Fat ear I ans Staq° ai30g4 ois EO? 12 au a Ss nie 
od tera PA ent i ee turn. to she ib ip phe ark 
pey o af dit, RROD Ht Baaut - 8 r ag parti zan oO _ tHe hott, Theat oF for 
S o H Se a preceedin ~ whe th UES SY ABracter. 
; : | = 3 a uto u_9 
pea ethe Boe Sabre ates SHES ESE Rt PREF et oh, WE oat od bear os 
- Hee Ae ¥ bors 2 Sih owh, in of a 
Lt3 » i dn ats 5 S85 impute 
ay P Ste REY wea use ABE Sa zo coh 23qu Sie x jes ay? be Zs poke S E 
suv Hat SAS SAA sionbis oB, oF Bante. ESN See 
a s a ¢ ne ust! Se Esp siB ES. Ze dao" 
ey3 ac) Se Gadi 3aq BuTA ee teres 1. a 02, Pe pr OUTER . 
te Tae vERe oth bald fen SE SoG ea ig ee es 
he 22OrO HE? Bhareed the gallon fen with 


istance of two hundre 
great neglect. 2 


cot 





bo ¢ 


, ae 


a 






cunt emis nl 


7 a 


=a 1G “ee? 1A 















> 


> a0 ase bo — 


aetna «a => oig= » = 
reaoe ra 


; ate? “yi@ @€@5 Alea 
~@ _ it A Wes eT 
& —— oes 7 
> hs 
“ane ) 4 
wa 
» Ge 
Ly ‘eas . 
i} gride> See ,ewbeyets » 
— Tro | Sap atereun Lig 06 
F mceassqweas (en : 
_ es o - a 2 
; Yaar ee" ; 
: he Lp oe le ee ag. . ~ 
; : e = 
a ae \ 694, Ow bY — 7 
oy ae: ; 
- ge bs nebe 
7 Sd te wit gt 58" = _ 
bw Side one —s van > 
fwet iar «5 
— me». AS Ge 77 eemi2) eesaee 
¢ 
o 7 
lal) f mh 
bay “ ay) 
J 2B Lane 
hea oe 


FOOTNOTES : 22 JANUARY 1849. 


OU & W 


Wee 
14. 
435. 
10. 
ile 
iS. 


There is a copy of this petition in BRITISH COLONIST, 24 April 1849. 
PILOT, 24 January 1849. The debate on this matter was reported by; 
PILOT, 24 January 1849, L'AVENIR, 24 January 1849, and BRITISH WHIG, 
27 January 1849, which copied from MONTREAL HERALD, in identical 
accounts. 

PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

IBID. 

IBID. 


The debate on this matter was reported by: L'AVENIR, 24 January 1849; and 


LA MINERVE, 25 January 1849; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849, and 
STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 1 February 1849, in identical accounts. A commentary 
may be found in LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 23 January 1849. 

L'AVENIR, 24 January 1849. 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

L'AVENIR, 24 January 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: L'AVENIR, 24, 25 January 
1849; LA MINERVE, 25 January 1849; GLOBE, 27 January 1849, which 
acknowledged MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT as its source; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 

24 January 1849, and STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 1 February 1849, in identical 
accounts; PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 26 January 1849, MORNING CHRONICLE, 

24 January 1849, HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 27 January 1849, BROCKVILLE 
RECORDER, 22 January 1849, BATHURST COURIER, 26 January 1849, and 

ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 25 January 1849, which acknowledged BRITISH 
COLONIST as its source, in identical accounts; LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 
255 00 dantiery 1049;) PILOT, 24 January 1349. BRITISH COLONIST, 2 
February 1849, GLOBE, 31 January 1849, HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 31 January 
1849, and MORNING CHRONICLE, 29 January 1849, in identical accounts 
except that the PILOT's and GLOBE's accounts were longer than the 
others; ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 1 February 1849, BATHURST COURIER, 

2 February 1849, and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 2 February 1849, which 
both acknowledged MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT as their source, PROVINCIALIST, 

1 February 1849, and GLOBE, also acknowledging MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT 

as its source, in identical accounts. BRITISH COLONIST, 23 January 
1849, noted the debate. A commentary may be found in MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
24 January 1849. LA MINERVE, 25 January 1849, warned readers about 
its policy regarding L.J. Papineau's speeches: "Nous n'avons 
l'intention de rapporter ici les interminables discours de M. Papineau. 
Ces discours aussi longs que prolixes, sont une répétition, a peu 

de choses prés, de ses fameux manifestes que tout le monde connait. 

Le public nous saura gré, sans doute, de lui en épargner de nouveau 

la lecture." 

PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

PILOT, 24 January “1949. 

GLOBE, 27 January 1849. 

PILOT, 24 January 1349. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 
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PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

GLOBE, 27 January 1849. 

L'AVENIR, 24 January 1849. 

PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

LA MINERVE, 25 January 1849. 

L'AVENIR, 24 January 1849. 

LA MINERVE, 25 January 1849. 

L'AVENIR, 24 January 1849. 

PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

L'AVENIR, 24 January 1849. 

PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

L'AVENIR, 24 January 1849. 

LA MINERVE, 25 January 1849. 

L'AVENIR, 24 January 1849. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 24 January 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

L'AVENIR, 24 January 1849. 

PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

GLOBE, 27 January 1849. 

PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

GLOBE, 27 January 1849. 

PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 25 January 1849. 

PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 Jan- 
uary 1849, and STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 1 February 1849, in identical 
accounts; PILOT, 24 January 1849, and HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 31 January 
1849, in identical accounts; GLOBE, 27 January 1849, which acknowl- 
edged MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT as its source, ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 

1 February 1849, PROVINCIALIST, 1 February 1849, PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 
2 February 1849, and BATHURST COURIER, 2 February 1849, both of which 
acknowledged MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT as their source, in identical accounts. 
The PROVINCIALIST, 1 February 1849, was cited instead of the 

GLOBE, 27 January 1849, which is difficult to read, wherever selections 
are from their identical accounts. 

PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

IBED. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 
1849, and STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 1 February 1849, in identical accounts. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 24 January 1849, 
and BRITISH WHIG, 27 January 1849, which acknowledged MONTREAL HERALD 
as its source, in identical accounts; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 
1849; GLOBE, 27 January 1849, which acknowledged MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT 
as its source, ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 1 February 1849, PROVINCIALIST, 
1 February 1849, BATHURST COURIER, 2 February 1849, and PRINCE 
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EDWARD GAZETTE, 2 February 1849, both of which acknowledged MONTREAL 
TRANSCRIPT as their source, in identical accounts. 


PROVINCIALIST, 1 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

PILOT, 24 January.1349. 

PROVINCIALIST, 1 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

PROVINCIALIST, 1 February 1849. 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

LBL 

PROVINCIALIST, 1 February 1849. 

IBID. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 
1849; LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 25 January 1849; L'AVENIR, 24 January 1849; 
PILOT, 26 January 1849, reported Wetenhall's speech; PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 
2 February 1849, which acknowledged MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT as its source, 
PROVINCIALIST, 1 February 1849, ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 1 February 1849, 
GLOBE, 27 January 1849, which acknowledged MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT as its source, 
and BATHURST COURIER, 2 February 1849, whose account was longer and also 
acknowledged MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT as its source, in identical accounts; 
BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 1 February 1849, which acknowledged both the 

PILOT, January 1849, and MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT as its sources, GLOBE, 31 Jan- 
uary 1849, PILOT, 24 January 1849, HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 31 January 1849, and 
BRITISH COLONIST 27 February 1849, whose account is shorter than the rest, 
in identical accounts; L'*AVENIR, 24, 27, 31 January 1849, and LE JOURNAL 
DE QUEBEC, 6 February 1849, containing an excised account of Papineau's 
speech, in identical accounts; PILOT, 24 January 1849, HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 
31 January 1849, BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 1 February 1849, and PROVINCIALIST, 

5 February 1849, which reported only Wetenhall's speech, in identical ac- 
counts; LA MINERVE, 25 January 1849, which dates Dumas’ speech as having 
taken place on Monday, 23 January, not Monday 22 January 1849, as it should 
have read; and LA MINERVE, 29 January 1849, which misdated it as 23 January. 
Commentaries appeared in: L'AVENIR, 27 January 1849; LA MINERVE, 21 January 
1849; BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 1 February 1849; PILOT, 24 January 1849; 

and LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 27 January 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

L'AVENIR, 24 January 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

IBID. 

The MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849, did not report this speech, 

as it was "only an echo of the speech" and its columns were too 

crowded. 

L'AVENIR, 24 January 1849. 

PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

L'AVENIR, 24 January 1849. 

PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

L'AVENIR, 24 January 1849. 
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PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

L'AVENIR, 24 January 1849. 

LA MINERVE, 25 January 1849. 

L'AVENIR, 24 January 1849. 

LA MINERVE, 25 January 1849. 

L'AVENIR, 24 January 1849. 

PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

IBID., 26 January 1849 which contained two accounts of this speech, 
the first in the issue of 24 January 1849, the second in that of 26 Jan- 
uary 1849, which was prefaced: "As the debate on the Address is of 
some importance, and as constituents are, of course, anxious to hear 
what their representatives say, we have transcribed our notes of Mr. 
Wetenhall's speech in seconding the Address on Monday evening, at 
greater length than it appears in our regular report of the proceed- 
ings of the House." 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

PILOT, 26 January 1849: 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

PILOT, 26° January “10497 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

PILOT, 26 January 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

PILOT; 26"January 1549: 

According to LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 25 January 1849, "M. Prince ... a 
déblatéré pendant environ trois quart d'heure contre 1l1'administration." 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

PLLOTS 24 January 1349: 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

PILOT, 24 January 1549: 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

TBLD? 

IBID. 

PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

PILOT, 924 January 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

PILOT, 924 "Januarye-1049¢ 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

PILOT, 24 January, 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE 24 January 1849. 

PILOT, 24 January 1849. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
PILOT, 24 January 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
PILOT, 24 January 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
PILOT, 24 January 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 


According to LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 25 January 1849, Papineau's 
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24 January 1849. 
1849. 
24 January 1849. 
1849. 
24 January 1849. 
1849. 
24 January 1849. 


speech lasted three hours. 


L'AVENIR, 27 January 1849. 


is more legible. 


L'AVENIR, 27 January 1849. 


IBID. 
PILOT, 24 January 


1849. 


L'AVENIR, 31 January 1849. 


IBID. 
TEED. 
IBID. 


LA MINERVE, 25 January 1849. 


IBID. 


L'AVENIR, 31 January 1849. 


PILOL, 24 January 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
PILOT, 24 January 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
PILOT, 24 January 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
PILOT, 24 January 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
PILOT, 24 January 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
PILOT, 24 January 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
PILOT, 24 January 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
PILOT, 24 January 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
PILOT, 24 January 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
IBID. 

PILOT, 24 January 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
PILOT, 24 January 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
PILOT, 24 January 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
BD s 

PILOT, 25 January 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 


1849. 
24 January 1849. 
1849. 
24 January 1849. 
1849. 
24 January 1849. 
1849. 
24 January 1849. 
1849, 
24 January, 1849. 
1849. 
24 January 1849. 
1849. 
24 January 1849. 
1849. 
24 January 1849. 
1849. 
24 January 1849. 


1849. 
24 January 1849. 
1849. 
24 January 1849. 
1849. 
24 January 1849. 


1849. 
24 January, 1849. 


L'AVENIR's version was identical to that 
in LA MINERVE, Supplement, 29 January 1849, and has been used as it 
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PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

MONREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

LBID: 

LBEDS 

Aécording to LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 25 January 1849, the discussion 
ended at midnight. 

The following was reported by: L'AVENIR, 24 January 1849; MONTREAL 
GAZETTE, 24 January 1849, and STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 1 February 1849, in 
identical accounts; PILOT, 24 January 1849, BRITISH WHIG, 27 January 
1849, which acknowledged its source as MONTREAL HERALD, and MORNING 
CHRONICLE, 29 January 1849; and GLOBE, 27 January 1849, which 
acknowledged MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT as its source, ST.CATHARINES JOURNAL, 
1 February 1849, PROVINCIALIST, 1 February 1849, and PRINCE EDWARD 
GAZETTE, 2 February 1849, and BATHURST COURIER, 2 February 1849, 
which acknowledged MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT as their source, in identical 
accounts. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

The following was reported by: PILOT, 24 January 1849, and 

BRITISH WHIG,27 January 1849, which acknowledged its source as MONTREAL 
HERALD, in identical accounts; and L'AVENIR, 24 January 1849. 

PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

The following was reported by: PILOT, 24 January 1849, and BRITISH 
WHIG 27 January 1849, which acknowledged its source as MONTREAL HERALD, 
in identical accounts; and L'AVENIR, 24 January 1849. 

PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

The following was reported by: L'AVENIR, 24 January 1849; PILOT, 

24 January 1849, BRITISH WHIG,27 January 1849, which acknowledged 
its source as MONTREAL HERALD, and MORNING CHRONICLE, 29 January 
1849, in identical accounts; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849, and 
STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 1 February 1849, in identical accounts; ST. 
CATHARINES JOURNAL, 1 February 1849, and BATHURST COURIER, 2 Feb- 
ruary 1849, and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 2 February 1849, which both 
acknowledged MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT as their source, in identical 
accounts. 

PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

The following was reported by: L'AVENIR, 24 January 1849; PILOT, 

24 January 1849, BRITISH WHIG, 27 January 1849, which acknowledged 
its source as MONTREAL HERALD, GLOBE, 31 January 1849, and MORNING 
CHRONICLE, 29 January 1849, in identical accounts. 

PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

The following was reported by: L'AVENIR, 24 January 1849; MONTREAL 
GAZETTE, 24 January 1849, and STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 1 February 1849, 

in identical accounts; and BRITISH WHIG, 27 January 1849, which 
acknowledged its source as MONTREAL HERALD. 
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189. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

190. The following was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849, 
and STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 1 February 1849, in identical accounts. 

191. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

192. The following was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849, 
and STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 1 February 1849, in identical accounts. 

193. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

194. The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 24 January 1849, 
BRITISH WHIG, 27 January 1849,which acknowledged its source as 
MONTREAL HERALD, and GLOBE, 31 January 1849; and LE JOURNAL DE 
QUEBEC, 25 January 1849. 

195. GLOBE, 31 January 1849. 

196; 281). 

197. The debate on this matter was reported by: L'AVENIR, 24 January 1849; 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849, and STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 1 February 
1849, in identical accounts; PILOT, 24 January 1849, and MORNING 
CHRONICLE, 29 January 1849, in identical accounts; GLOBE, 27 January 
1849, BATHURST COURIER, 1 February 1849, and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 
2 February 1849, which all acknowledged MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT as their 
source, and ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 1 February 1849, in identical 
accounts. 

198. -~PELOT, 24 January 1849; 

199. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

200. IBID. 

2015, =P 1 LOT. 24 January 1349° 

202. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

203. The debate on this matter was reported by: BATHURST COURIER, 2 
February 1849, which acknowledged MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT as its source, 
ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 1 February 1849, PILOT, 24 January 1849, 
BRITISH WHIG, 27 January 1849, which acknowledged MONTREAL HERALD 
as its source, and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 2 February 1849, which 
also acknowledged MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT as its source, all report- 
ing MacDonald's speech identically, except that the PILOT and 
BRITISH WHIG's accounts are longer. The rest of the debate was 
reported by: PILOT, 24 January 1849; ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 

1 February 1849, and BATHURST COURIER, 2 February 1849, acknowl- 
edging MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT as its source, in identical accounts; and 
PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 2 February 1849, which also acknowledged 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT as its source, in an account which differs 
slightly from the rest. 

204. PILOT, 24 January 1849. 


20>. L550. 
206." “IBED'. 
20d BED; 
208. IBID. 


209. The debate on this matter was reported by: GLOBE, 24 January 1849; 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849; PILOT, 24 January 1849; LA MINERVE, 
25 January 1849; GLOBE, 27 January 1849, which acknowledged MONTREAL 
TRANSCRIPT as its source; ST CATHARINES JOURNAL, 1 February 1849, 
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PROVINCIALIST, 1 February 1849, PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 2 February 
1849, GLOBE, 27 January 1849, and BATHURST COURIER, 2 February 1849, 
which all acknowledged MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT as their source, in 
identical accounts. 

210.2 PILOTS 24eJanuaryeis49. 

211. ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 1 February 1849. 

212. PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

213. ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 1 February 1849. 

214 eeLBL 

215. a PILOT ¥24 dJapuary 113495 

216. ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 1 February 1849. 

2i7.. PILOT, 26 Jangary<ic49% 

218. ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 1 February 1849. 

219. PILOT, 24 January 1849. The ellipses represent illegible passages. 

220. PILOT, 24 January 1849. The ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 1 February 1849, 
reported that "Witnesses had been brough 150 miles." 

221. ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 1 February 1849. 

2225. PILOD ys 24 Jantvaryi1349. 

223. ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 1 February 1849. 

2243 SPELOTS 24°Januaryel349. 

225. ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 1 February 1849. 

226. PILOT, 24. January,18495 

227. ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 1 February 1849. 

228. PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

229. ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 1 February 1849. 

230. PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

231. ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 1 February 1849. 

23208 PILOT; 24 January 1849% 

2339 9OLb LDs 


TUESDAY, 23 January 1849, 


(17) 
Pettttons THE followtng pettttons were severally brought 
brought _up. up, and latd on the table:-- 
By Mr. DeWitt,--The Petition of L. E. Brown, Esquire, and others, of 


the Partshes of Ste. Martine and_St. Clément, in the County of Beauharnois. 

By Mr. Sauvageau, --The Petttiton of the Reverend_E. H. Blyth and others, 
of the Partsh of Ste. Martine de Beauharnots. 

By Mr. Taché,--The Petition of Alexis Rivard and others, of the County 
of Rimouski. 

By Mr. _Egan,--The Petition of James Blackburn and others, of the 
County of Ottawa; the Petition of Joseph Aumond and others, of the County 
Ottawa; the Petition of Charles Symmes and others, of the County of Ottawa; 
and others, of the County of Ottawa; and the Petitton of Janes Wadsworth — 
and others of the County of Ottawa, and others restding on the shores of 
the River Ottawa and tts trtbutartes. 

By the Honorable Mr. Laterrtére,--The Petition of Frederic Tremblay and 
others, of the Partsh of Bate St. Paul, County of Saguenay; and the Petition 
of the Reverend Frangots Boucher and others, of the Parish of St. Ambrotse 
de la Jeune Lorette, District of Quebec. 

By Mr. Jobin, -- The Petitton of Mitchel Henrtchon and others, of the 
Cote St. Paul, in the Parish of Montreal. 

By the Honorable Mr. Cameron, of Kent,--The Petttion of Francois 
Denault dit Jérémie, of the City of Montreal; and the Petttton of Daniel 
M'Pherson and others, of the Town of Stratford, and places, tn the 
eastern section of the District of Huron. 

By the Honorable Mr. Macdonald,--The Petition of the City Council of 
the City of Kingston. 

By the Honorable Mr. Viger,--The Petition of J. 0. Alfred T urgeon, 
Esqutre, and others, of the Counttes of Terrebonne and Leinster. 

By Mr. Prince,--The Petttion of A. Rankin, Esqutre, and others. 

By Mr. Bouthtllier,--The Petition of the Muntetpal Counetl of the 
St. Hyactnthe, (Setgntortal Tenure); and the Petttton of E. Couttlard 
Després, Esqutre, Surveyor. 

By Mr. Wetenhall,--The Petitton of the Mntetpal Counerl of the 
District of Gore (Seneca and Onetda Townshtps); the Petition of the 
Muntetpal Council of the District of Gore (division of Distriet), the 
Petttton of the Municipal Council of the District of Gore (remuneration 
of Wardens); the Petition of the Municipal Council of the District of 
Gore (Road allowance); the Petttion of the Muntetpal Counetl of the 
District of Gore (Assessment Rolls) ; and the Petttton of George Thomson 
and others, of West Flamborough Bas other Townshtps, in the District of 
Gore. 

By Mr. Davignon,--The Petition of V. P. W. Dorion and others, members 
of the "Instttut Canadien" of Montreal; the Petition of Daniel M'Callum, 
of the Setgntory of Foucault, County of Rouvtlle, yeoman; and the Petttton 
of M. Townsend and others, the Board of Directors of the_Clarenceviile 
Academy, County of Rouvtlle. 

By Mr. Fourquin, --The Petttton of Alexandre Louts Goutn and others, 
Munictpal Councillors of the Muntctpaltty of Yamaska (Setgntoral dues.) 
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Petition of J. Resolved, That the Petttton of Joseph Outmette and 
Outmette and others, of St. Eustache and other Partshes, 
others, re- tn the County of Two Mountatns, be referred to 
ferred. a Select Commtttee composed of Mr. Scott, of 


Two Mountains, Mr. Jobin, Mr. Armstrong, Mr. 
Cauchon, and Mr. Taché, to examine the contents thereof, and to report 
thereon wtth all conventent speed; wtth power to send for persons, papers, 
and records. 





Cornwall Mr. Richards, from the Select Committee 
Electton. appotnted to try the mertts of the Petttton complatn- 


ing of an undue Electton and Return for the Town 
of Cornwall, reported, That pursuant to adjournment, the Committee met 
thts day, at twelve o'clock, noon, and having watted for one hour, they 
were unable to proceed to bustness, tn consequence of the absence of 
Mr. Chauveau and Mr. Stevenson, members of the Committee. 


Ordered, That Mr. Chauveau and Mr. Stevenson, do severally attend in 
thetr places tn thts House, to-morrow. 


Mr. J. S. MACDONALD (Glengarry) made a motion, that the printing of 
the Routine Proceedings should be placed entirely in the hands of the 
Speaker. He explained that this motion, which was copied from the one 
generally adopted in England under similar circumstances, was intended 
to“ supply the Press with copies of the routine business of this House 
from time to time. He urged the great necessity of affording this 
accommodation to the Press, or rather, he should say, the public, to 
enable the publishers, &c., of the newspapers to give the following 
morning the details of what passed in that House the evening previous. 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS thought this motion would not facilitate the 
communication of the information to the daily papers which they desired. 
It was absolutely necessary they should have the proceedings the morning 
after they took place; but if the Speaker, as provided by this motion, 
had to examine the proceedings before they were handed to the press, it 
would be impossible for the printers to have them in time. He (Mr. Hincks) 
had been a newspaper proprietor, and was perfectly aware how this matter 
had been managed heretofore. He had himself paid, Session after Session, 
a clerk of this House to furnish him with the proceedings, and the 
other newspaper Pad esol” had done the same4 and instanced the late 
hon. J. Neilson.’ They had been furnished with the proceeding, hour 
after hour, so as to have them printed in time for the following morn- 
ing. However, this fact might be urged as an encroachment upon the 
duties of such clerks, yet this objection might be got rid of by such 
clerks asserting that such services were rendered in extra hours.’ The 
Press felt that it was a hardship having to pay for furnishing this 
information to the public, and all they desired was to have access to 
one copy of the proceedings. 8 He wished to see a remedy applied to a 
wrong system, of which he spoke from actual experience? ((but)) he fear- 
ed this motion would tend to defeat the object which the hon. gentleman 
who moved it had in view.10 


SIR A. MACNAB thought the motion would have the desired effect. The 
Speaker could employ a suitable person to look over the proceedings and 
see that the newspapers were regularly supplied.11 


ayes. 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD was satisfied, now that the attention of the 
House had been called to the subject, he felt satisfied that the object 
he had in view would be attained. 


MR. H. BOULTON thought that the matter should be so arranged, that 
the printers should be supplied with a portion of the proceedings every 
half hour.23 


COL. GUGY made some observations with regard to the liberties taken 
by what is called the Press, which was a self-constitued authority, &c. 


There was a vast difference between Editors in office, and out of it--in 

the former case they were responsible for their acts, in the latter case 
not. Certain newspapers were entering into a conspiracy to suppress 
portions of the proceedings of the House. He hoped that if this motion--a 
favour to the Press--was granted, it would be on the understanding that they 
should report the proceedings fairly. 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD (Glengarry) said it was perfectly obvious the 
drift of the observations of the hon. Member for Sherbrooke, but he 
could not see what shadow of objection could be found to the_ furnishing 
the Press with the routine business of the previous evening. The motion 
he (Mr. McDonald) had made did not concern the Press alone, but the public 
at large: it was a matter which would afford satisfaction to hon. members 
of the House as they would thus be able to see on the following morning 
what had occurred in the House on the preceding evening, whether they 
were in their places or not. It was absurd to pretend that the public 
were to be deprived of the advantage of this information because any 
individual hon. member might make a bunkum speech which might not be 
reported in some one of the city papers. (Hear, hear.) It would be 
ridiculous to pretend that the House was to dictate to the Press what 
part of the proceedings they were to report. (Hear, hear.)1/ With 
regard to the Member who had spoke last, it was dangerous to report his 
speeches. He would suggest that the entire carrying out this motion be 
left to Mr. Speaker. 


MR. CHRISTIE, referring to the danger just alluded, said he had 
heard it was resolved by the Press not to take any notice of observations 
falling from the hon. Member for Sherbrooke.!9 If the Press had any 
intention of suppressing the speeches of any individual member, they 
would not... ((permit such a thing.)) It would be a breach of the 
privileges of the House, and immediately to end anything of the kind, 
he would move that the House be cleared of strangers. 


(17) 
On motton of Mr. Macdonald, of Glengarry, seconded by Str Allan N. 
MacNab, 


Votes and Ordered, That the Votes and Proceedings of thts 
Proceedings House be printed, betng first perused by Mr. 
to_be printed. Speaker; and that he do appoint the printing 


thereof; and that no person but such as he 
shall appoint do presune to print the same. 


BLLL to abolish Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Badgley have leave 
Import sonment to bring in a Btll to aboltsh Imprtsonment for 
for Debt, Debt, and to puntsh fraudulent debtors. 


114 


He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a 
second time, on Wednesday, the thtrty-first tnstant. 


BLLl to relteve Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Badgley have leave 
certain persons to bring tn a Btll to relteve from Arrest for 
from Arrest for Debt tn Lower Canada, persons restding in_Upper 
Debt. Canada. 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a 
second ttme, tn Wednesday, the thirty-first tnstant. 


On motton of Mr. Christie, seconded by Mr. Gugy, 


Gaspé Fishery Resolved, That an humble Address by presented to 
and Coal Mining Hts Excellency the Governor General, praying 
Company « him to be pleased to cause to be latd before 


thts House, coptes of the docunentary evtdence, 
exhtbtts, and papers, tn virtue whereof the Order of His Excellency in 
Counetl, bearing date at Montreal, the twenty-first day of November last, 


(18) 
relating to "The Gaspé Fishery and Coal Mining Company," took place, 
giving effect to the Act passed in the seventh year of Her Majesty's 
Retgn, tntttuled, "An Act to tneorporate Charles Cumningham, Richard 
Norman, Samuel Amory, and others, forming a Joint Stoek Company for 
carrying on the Fishery in the Gaspé District and Guif of St. Lawrence, 
and Coal Mitntng, in the satd Dtstrtet," and the Acts supplementary to tt. 


MR. CHRISTIE.--He took this opportunity of stating that this company 
having been insolvent for the last 12 months, and the information to be 
obtained by the papers alluded to, would be very acceptable to numbers 
who were considerable loosers (sic) by the limits of the liability in 
the shareholders.21l 


(18) 
Ordered, That the said Address be presented to Hts Excellency the Governor 
General, by such Members of the House as are of the Honorable the 
Executtve Counetl of this Province. 


On motton of Mr, Notman, seconded by Mr. Wetenhall, 


Waterloo Electton. Ordered, That the Entrtes tn the Journal of thts 

House, of the 9th, 13th, 17th, and 21st March 
last, relating to the Controverted Electton for the County of Waterloo, 
be now read. 


And the same were read accordingly. 


Uneulttvated Ordered, That Mr, Fortter have leave to bring in a 
Lande ie GC.) Bill to facilitate the settlement of uneulttivated 
BLT; Lands tn the Townshtps of Lower Canada, and for 


other purposes therein menttoned. 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Monday, the twelfth of February next. 
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Road and Ordered, That the Honorable Mr, Cameron, of Kent 
Bridge Compantes have leave to bring in a Btll to authorize the 
(CMC UELTLE formatton of tneorporated Road and Brtdge 


Compantes tn_Upper Canada. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second 
time, on Tuesday next. , 


Bill respecting Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Boulton have leave 
Aprons to Mill to bring tn a Btll to repeal the several laws 
Dams. in force in Upper Canada, regulating the 


constructton of Aprons to Mill Dams, and to 
make proviston for better defining the mode of constructing the same, 22 


Hear, Hear, and "very necessary" from the Opposition Benches. <2 


(18) 
He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN was afraid that the effect of bringing forth 
such a Bill would interfere with the Royal Prerogative, and the interests 
of the public service, at least so he must think without some knowledge 
of the purport of its provisions.24 


COL. PRINCE ((made a request.))2> 


MR. H. BOULTON stated that his object was to place the appointments 
upon a proper legal footing, and not to allow them to be subject tothe 
executive discretion,--and until their salaries &c., were fixed by the 
Legislature-~a system which was found to work well in other countries 
having constitutional governments. One object was to limit the number 
to compose the Executive Council.26 


(18) 
and the same was recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be 
read a second time, on Thursday next. 


Executive Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Boulton have leave 
Funettonartes to bring in a Btll to limtt the number of ex- 
BLil. ecuttve Funettonartes, and the Salartes to be 


accorded to each, and for other purposed relat- 
tng to thetr appotntments to offtce. 
He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second 
time, on Tuesday, the stxth of March next. 


On motton of Mr. M'Farland, seconded by Mr. Thompson, 


Vtagara Dts- Ordered, That the Entrtes tn the Journals of thts 
trict Town. House, of the 16th Aprtl, 1846, and 21st March 


1848, whtch relate to the removal of the District 
Town of the District of Ntagara, and contain the proceedings on the 
Petition of the Mmictpal Counetl of the_satd Dtstrtct, be now read. 
And the same were read accordingly.2! 
Intemperance. Resolved, That a Select Committee, composed of Mr. 


ees 


Gugy, Mr. DeWitt, Mr. Brooks, Mr. Flint, Mr. 
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Jobin, Mr, Bell, and Mr. Taché, be appotnted to enqutre whether any, and 
what, Legtslative measures can be adopted to repress the evtls growtng 
out of Intemperance, and to report thereon, wtth all conventent speed; 
wtth power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


On motton of Mr. Gugy, seconded by Mr. Brooks, 


Shertff of the Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
District of Montreal. Hts Excellency the Governor General, praytng 


him to be pleased to cause to be latd before 
thts House, a Statement, in detatl, of the tneome derived by the Sheriffs 
of the District of Montreal, tn virtue of thetr office; dtsttngutshing 
the several sources thereof, and spectfying the anount of publte montes 
tn thetr hands, together wtth the profit tn the BAe of tnterest, or 
otherwise, derived by them for the last five years. 28 


COL. GUGY.--He remarked on the unreasonable amount of emolument 


accruing to this office. He should like to see a good portion of it 
devoted to the erection of appropriate Judicial buildings. 29 


(18) 
Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Gov- 
Governor General, by such Members of thts House as are of the 
Honorable the Executtve Counectl of thts Provtnee. 


On motton of Mr. Gugy, seconded by Mr. Brooks, 
Crier and Tipstaff Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 


Of the Drstreuct oF Hts Excellency the Governor General, praying 
Montreal. htm to cause to be latd before thts House, a 


Statement, tn detatl, of the tncome derived 
tn virtue of thetr offtees, by the Crter and Tipstaff respecttvely of 
the Court of Queen's Bench for the Dtstriet of Montreal, for the last 
five years; distinguishing the several sources of such tncome. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excellency the 
Governor General, by such Members of thts House as are of the 
Honorable the Executive Counctl of this Province. 


On motion of Mr. Gugy, seconded by Mr. Brooks, 
Shertffs per- Resolved, That thts House wtll, on Tuesday the stxth 
centage. day of February next, resolve ttself into a 


Committee to take tnto constderatton the ex- 
pedtency of amending so much of the Ordinance 25 Geo. 3, as empowers the 
Shertffs of that part of the Province formerly constttuting Lower Canada, 
to retain two and a half per cent out of the publte montes in thetr hands. 


Speech further The Order of the day betng read, for resuming 
constdered. the adjourned Debate upon the Amendment whtch was 


yesterday proposed to be made to the Question, That 
an humble Address be presented to Hts Excellency the Governor General, 
to thank His Excellency for hts gractous Speech from the Throne at the 
opening of the present Sesston of the Provinetal Parliament: 

To assure Hts Excellency that thts House cordtally concurs in the 
satisfaction expressed by His Excellency, that uninterrupted tranquillity 
has prevailed tn the Provinee during the Recess: 

That the proofs whtch the people of Canada have furntshed during this 


T17 


pertod of general excitement and dtsqutetude, of thetr love of order, and 
of the attachment they bear to thetr instittuttons wtll, they feel assured, 
tend to establtsh the credit of the Province on a firmer basis, and to 
promote tts prosperity: 

That they learn with the greatest satisfaction that tt ts the purpose 
of thetr beloved Soveretgn to exeretse the prerogative of Mercy tn favor 
of all persons who are sttll ltable to penal consequences for poltttcal 
offences arising out of the unfortunate occurrences of 1837 and 1838, and 
to assure Hts Excellency that they wtll with humble gratitude concur 
tn passing any Act that may be proposed to gtve full effect to this Her 
Majesty's most gractous tntentton. 

That tt affords thts House much pleasure to learn, that tn compli- 
ance with the destre of the Legtslature of this Province, expressed tn 


(19) 
a jownt Address of the two Houses of the Province, expressed tn a joint 
Address of the two Houses of the Provinctal Parltament, the Inmertal 
Parliament has passed an Act repealing the Clause in the Unton Act which 
imposed restrictions on the use of the French Language: 

That thts House learns wtth pleasure, that Hits Excellency has during 
the Recess been tn commintcation wtth Her Majesty's Prinetpal secretary 
of State for the Colontes, and wtth the Lteutenant -Governors of Nova 
Seotta and New Brunswick, on the subject of the Provinetal Post Office, 
and that on the meeting of the Impertal Parltament steps will be taken 
for conferring on the Provinetal Authortttes the enttre control and 
management of thts Department; and they trust that when the arrange- 
ments for effecting thts object shall have been completed, tt may be 
found practicable to estabitsh a low and untform Rate of Postage for 
the Britttsh North Amertcan Provinces: 

That they concur wtth Hts Excellency tn the beltef that an tncrease 
tn the Representatton would be attended wtth constderable advantage to 
the publte tnterest, and to assure Hts Excellency, that the subject, 
whteh ts one of no ordinary tmportance, will not fatl to recetve their 
best constderatton: 

That they cordtally coneur tn the grattftcatton expressed by Hts 
Excellency, at the opposttton mantfested at one time tn certain parts of 
Lower Canada,to the School Act, having tn a great measure substded; and 
that they wtll readily consent to make such alterations tn tt, as shall 
render tt as little as posstble onerous to the Rate-payer, wtthout, 
however, compromtstng the tmportant prinetple whitch tt has consecrated 
tn seeuring for all the youth of thts section of the Province, the 
blesstng of Educatton: 

That the system of Judicature tn both secttons of the Provinee--the 
Laws for the regulation of Mnictpalities, and the Constttutton of the 
University of King's College, shall recetve thetr best attentton: 

That they learn with great sattsfactton that the Officers employed 
tn exploring the Country between Quebec and Haltfax, with the view of 
diseovering the best line for a Ratlway to connect these two points, 
have presented a Report containing much valuable information, and 
setting forth in a strong light the advantages of the proposed under- 
taking; and that a Despatch from the Secretary of State for the Coiontes 
has been recetved by Hts Excellency, expressive of the interest taken 
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by Her Majesty's Government in the executton of thts great work: 

That they wtll gtve thetr best constderatton to the Accounts for the 
past, and the Estimates for the present year, when they shall be submitted 
by His Excellency; and they beg to assure His Excellency, that he may 
rely on thetr readiness to grant the Suppltes whtch are necessary for the 
Publte Service: 

That thts House parttctpates in the concern expressed by Hts Excel- 
leney, that Canada has been sertously affected by the Commerctal depresston 
by whteh the past year has been unfortunately charactertsed: 

That they feel grateful to His Excellency for having tmpressed on Her 
Majesty's Mintsters the urgent necesstty whtch extsts for the removal of 
such provtstons from the Impertal Statue Book as may tend to restrict 
the Commerce of thts Province, by checking the resort of foretgn Shtpping 
to tts Ports tn search of fretght; and that they recetve wtth the htgh- 
est sattsfactton the tnformatton that Hts Excellency's representattons 
on thts head have been cordtally responded to by the Queen's Government: 

That among the measures to whtch Hts Excellency has been pleased to 
refer, as mertting the attentton of the Provtnetal Parltament at the 
present time, as betng calculated to ratse the credit of the Province, 
to extend tts trade, and to contribute to the developement of tts re- 
sources, thts House ts gratifted at finding that Hts Excellency has 
partteularly dtreeted thetr attentton to the followtng as spectally 
important: 

The provtston of such funds may be required for the completion of the 
St. Lawrence Canals, at the earltest pertod. Wtth respect to whtch great 
works, they are happy to learn that tt ts belteved, that they may be so 
far perfected at a small addittonal expense as to permit Vessels drawing 
nine feet on the outward, and etght feet on the tnward voyage, to pass 
from Lake Erte to the Ocean, soon after the opentng of the navtgatton; 
and that when thts object shall be accompltshed, Canada wtll possess an 
Inland Wavtgatton unparalleled in capactty and length, and connecting 
the marts of a Commerce to the growth of whtch tt ts tmposstble to 
asstgn limtts: 

The enactment of a Law authortzing the altenatton of works of a pure- 
ly local character whtch have been executed at the cost of the Province, 
and gtving the Government such powers as may be necessary for the re- 
organtzatton of the Provinetal Debt, and ecreatton of an efftetent Stnk- 
tng Fund. That tt ts grattfying to feel that thts debt has not been 
contracted tn the prosecutton of costly wars, whether of defense or 
aggresston, but in the constructton of works of utility , the more 
umportant of whtech can hardly fatl, when completed, to prove remunerative; 
and further, that the extstence of a large revenue, dertved from Customs, 
places the creditor of the Canadtan Public tn a very advantageous posttion, 
whtch wtll be tmproved when the prinetple of a Sinking Fund ts brought 
tnto aettve operatton: 

The amendment of the extsting Immigration Act, with a vtew to the 
removal of such provtstons as tend to prevent Immigrants who propose to 
settle in Canada, or the Western States of the Unton, from proceeding 
to thetr destination by route of the St. Lawrence. With respect to 
whteh tmportant subject thts House fully concurs wtth Hts Excellency, 
that the Passenger Trade ts an tmportant branch of the trade tnwards, 
whteh cannot be discouraged without prejudice to the trade outwards, and 
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thanks Hits Excelleney for the assurance that he will not fatl to make 
every exertton whtch the interests of the public health wtll permit, to 
reduce the expenditure of Immtgration Department to the scale of the 
years preceding 1847, when a passenger tax, constderably less onerous 
than that now levted, wtth the oecastonal addttton of a small grant from 
the Publte Treasury, sufficed to cover it: 

That thts House recetves with pecultar grattficatton the recommend- 
ation of Hts Excellency to constder the expedtency of setting apart a 
portton of the Public Domain, tn order that the revenue derived from 
the sales thereof, may form a Fund, the interest of whtch shall be 
applted to the support of Common Schools; and to assure Hts Excellency 
that the subject wtll recetve thetr best attentton, as well as the 
important suggestion of Hts Excellency to invest the Capttal artstng 
from thts source, etther in the Stocks of the Province or tn those 
of some of the prtnetpal Ratlways, the constructton of whtch has been 
sanettoned by Parltament: 

That thts House feels grateful to Hts Excellency for the assurance 
that in maturing these all kindred measures whtch have the promotton of 
the moral and economical well-being of the people of thts tmportant 
Province for thetr object, will ever find His Excellency wtlling and 
destrous to co-operate with them: 

That they fully coneur wtth Hts Excellency that tn the possesston 
of a Revenue dertved from so many tndependent sources, and exempt from 
numerous charges that wetgh heavily on the resources of other communtttes, 
Canada enjoys great and stngular advantages; and they cordtally untte 


(20) 

with His Excellency tn the hope that, under God's blessing, Legislatton 
may be so dtrected as to enable her to reap the full beneftt to them. 

And whtch Amendment was, that the words, "That the proofs whitch the 
people of Canada have furnished during thts pertod of general excitement 
and dtsqutetude, of thetr love of order, and of the attachment they bear 
to thetr institutions will, they feel assured, tend to establish the 
credit of the Province on a ftrmer basts, and to promote tts prospertty," 
be left out, and the following tnserted: "That thts tranquillity of the 
people of the_Canadas, amidst the deep and general agttatton whtch has 
urged the most enlightened Nations of Europe to the noblest exertton, 
often crowned with success, to alter and reform thetr vtetous Govern- 
ments, unwtsely elinging to usurpattons made by fraud or conquered by 
violence during the dark ages, but now tntolerable, and that soon must 
become untenable tn presence of free dtscusston, and yteld to the 
reason and knowledge of the ntneteenth century, proves that Canadians of 
all elasses and of all origins have shown themselves frtendly to order 
to a degree proving them entitled of rtght to be endowed with polttteal 
institutions much more free and ltberal than the defective Constttutton 
imposed on them against thetr known and declared wishes, through thetr 
remonstrances and retterated Pettttons against the re-unton of the two 
Canadas, wisely separated to thetr mutual advantage tn 1791: That 
until the phtlanthropte and most judtetous plan advocated by that pre- 
eminent and far-seeing Statesman, Charles James Fox, be realized, by the 
reform of our Constitution, through the extenston of the elective 
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printetple to many other offtces and departments than those wheretn it 
now appltes, and to such a degree, that Canadians, as he satd, should 
see nothing to envy in the tnstituttons of thetr netghbours, we have no 
better chance tn time to come, than we had during a long and painful 
past, to obtatn the good government of the Province, and through good 
govermment tts general prospertty, and the general contentment of tts 
tnhabttants." 

And the Questton on the Amendment being agatn proposed:-- And a 
Debate arising thereupon; 30 


MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE?! .--M. l'Orateur, en me levant pour prendre 
part aux débats sur cette adresse, je me léve tout particuliérement 
pour répondre au discours de l'hon. membre pour le comté de St.-Maurice. 
En agissant ainsi, 32 je ne suivrai pas l'honorable Membre (M. Papineau) 
sur le terrein des personnalités qu'il semble avoir parcourru avec tant 
de satisfaction pour lui-méme; le respect que je porte 4 cette chambre, 
le respect que j'ai pour mon propre caractére, le respect que je suis 
obligé de porter a la qualité de représentant de l'honorable membre, me 
font un devoir de m'abstenir d'imiter sous ce rapport celui dont les 
déclamations acerbes et virulentes n'ont pas duré moins de trois heures. 

J'ai vu avec plaisir que, dans la pensée de diriger ses attaques, 33 
tout en se placant en contradiction avec lui-méme,34 1'hon. membre a 
remonté 4 l'année 1842, époque 4 laquelle vous et moi, M. l'orateur, 
nous sommes entrés dans l'administration. Cela me founit l'occasion 
non seulement de venger ma propre conduite, mais encore celle de mes 
amis politiques, si injustement attaqués par 1l'hon. membre, puisque 
ce n'a été qu'ad leurs pressantes sollicitations qu'en 1842, j'ai con- 
senti 4 accepter une place dans le ministére.35 Aujourd'hui, il me 
condamne d'avoir alors accepté le pouvoir, aprés m'avoir approuvé dans 
cette démarche. 36 Supposant que j'aie en cela commis une faute, 4 qui 
cette faute a-t-elle le plus profité? N'est-ce pas 4 l'hon. membre lui- 
méme? Sans cette faute, il ne serait pas aujourd'hui dans cette chambre 
pour déverser 4 pleines mains, comme il le fait, l'injure contre ses 
anciens amis politiques; il serait encore sur la terre de l'exil. 

Si c'était une faute, je n'en dois pas seul porter la responsabilité; 
cette responsabilité, mes amis politiques dont plusieurs siégent encore 
dans cette enceinte, doivent la partager avec moi. En 1841, je n'avais 
pas de siége dans cette chambre; la violence m'en avait privé. Un 
comté du Haut-Canada protesta contre cette violence, en me choisissant 
pour le représenter en parlement. Je ne pris mon siége qu'a la 
session de 1843. A cette @poque, je refusai les offres de Sir Charles 
Bagot, lorsqu'elles me furent faites pour la premiére fois, eee 
bienveillantes, quelqu'honnorables qu'elles fussent pour moi. Ces 
faits sont connus par 1'honorable membre pour le comté de St.-Maurice. 
Je suis convaincu qu'il ne les ignore pas. Je refusai. 38 Je refusai 
alors, comme en plusieurs occasions, j'avais autrefois refusé les 
charges les plus @levées que d'autres gouverneurs m'avaient offertes 
et pouvaient offrir 4 un Canadien. Et si au lieu de me rendre, en 
1842, aux vives instances de mes collégues au nombre desquels se 
trouvait alors celui auquel 1l'hon. membre a hier avec tant de pro- 
fusion prodigué la louange et l'adulation, (son Parent, l'hon. D. B.Viger), 
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je n'avais @couté que mes gotts et mon intérét personnel, j'aurais 
persité (sic) dans mon refus, j'aurais préféré ma tranquilité aux soucis, 
aux troubles de la vie ministérielle; mais aussi, l'hon. membre ne serait 
pas ou il est aujourd'hui. 

J'ai di céder aux instances de mes collégues, ayant, plus que qui que 
ce soit, le sentiment de la vaste reponsabilité qui pesait alors sur ma 
téte. Et quand je pense aux avantages immenses que mes compatriotes en 
ont recueillis, je n'ai pas lieu de m'en repentir; mon pays m'a approuvé 
l'hon. membre lui-méme 4 la veille de l'élection générale a dit aux 
électeurs de Saint-Maurice qu'il m'approuvait! avec quelle sincérité et 
dans quel but, faisait-il cette déclaration dans son trop célébre 
manifeste? Je laisse 4 cette chambre et 4 ses électeurs d'en faire 
l'appréciation. 

L'hon. membre se mettant en contradiction flagrante avec cette 
déclaration que ses électeurs ont di dans le temps croire étre sincére, 
nous dit aujourd'hui que c'était ume faute, un crime pour un Canadien- 
francais, que d'accepter le pouvoir en 1842. 11 nous dit quelle devait 
étre, suivant lui, la ligne de conduite, le systéme d'opposition que nous 
aurions di adopter 4 cette @poque et suivre constamment depuis. I1 con- 
traste ce systéme avec le nGtre. A ce point de vue, j'accepte avec plaisir 
la discussion, et n'en redoute nullement le résultat. La question ainsi 
posée, voyons quelles ont @té pour nos compatriotes les conséquences de 
notre systéme, et quelles auraient été celles de celui de l'hon. membre. 

Ce n'est pas, je pense, lui faire injure, que de qualifier son systéme 
de systéme d'opposition 4 outrance; c'est ainsi que lui-méme 1l'a qualifié 
en plusieurs occasions. Je donne 4 l'honorable membre tout 1'avantage 
d'une déclaration que j'ai fait souvent, et que je répéte aujourd'hui: 
Dans la pensée du gouverneur qui 1l'a suggérée, dans la pensée de celui 
qui en a rédigé l'acte, 1'Union des deux provinces devait écraser les 
Canadiens-francais: Ce but a-t-il été atteint? La pensée de Lord Sydenham 
a-t-elle été réalisée? Tous mes compatriotes, a l'exception de l'’hon. 
membre, répondront d'une voix unmanime, non! Mais ils diront aussi, et 
tout homme sensé le dira, que si le systéme d'opposition 4 outrance que 
préconise l'hon. membre etit été adopté, il aurait accompli dés a4 présent 
le but de Lord Sydenham, et les Canadiens-francais seraient écrasés: 
Voila ot nous aurait conduit le systéme de l'hon. membre, et ou il nous 
conduirait infailliblement encore, si les représentants du peuple étaient 
assez peu judicieux que de le suivre. : 

L'on a cité derniérement, en lui donnant un sens qu'il ne comportait 
pas, le passage d'un discours que je pronongais 4 Kingston en 1842, et 
dans lequel je disais que l'Union avait été faite pour nous anéantir, 
nous Canadiens-frangais, mais que malheureusement pour ses auteurs, 
et malheureusement pour nous, les moyens que l'on avait adoptés pour 
parvenir 4 ce résultat, n'étaient pas complets. En effet, il ett 
fallu, pour réussir, ou ne pas donner aux Canadiens-francais part 
dans la représentation ou donner au Haut-Canada un nombre de représen- 
tants plus considérable que celui du Bas-Canada. Et c'est ce qui 
n'a pas été fait; et c'est ce nombre égal de représentants pour 
chacune des deux sections de la province, qui nous protége aujourd'hui. 
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Quoique placés en minorité comme Canadiens-frangais, notre part 4 la 
représentation a encore été assez forte pour nous permettre, avec l'acte 
d'Union méme, en faisant usage de cet instrument fabriqué pour causer notre 
perte, de lui faire produire un résultat tout 4 fait opposé 4 celui qu'en 
attendait son auteur. Mais si vous et moi, M. l'orateur, n'avions pas 
accepté la part qui nous fut faite en 1842 dans l'administration des 
affaires du pays, ow en seraient aujourd'hui nos compatriotes? ot en 
serait notre langue que, contre la foi des traités, un gouverneur avait 
fait proscrire par ume clause de l'acte d'Union? -Cette langue, la 
langue de nos péres, serait-elle aujourd'hui réhabilitée, comme elle 
vient de 1'étre de la maniére la plus solennelle, dans l'enceinte et 
dans les actes de cette législature? Si, en 1842, nous avions adopté le 
systéme d'opposition 4 outrance de 1'hon. membre, aurions-nous été dans 
une position a solliciter, presser, comme nous 1l'avons fait, le retour 
au pays de nos compatriotes exilés? Si nous n'avions pas accepté une 
place dans l'administration en 1842, aurions-nous été dans une position 
a obtenir, pour 1l'hon. membre en particulier, la permission de rentrer 
dans sa patrie? permission, pour l'obtention de laquelle je n'ai pas 
hésité, pour vaincre des refus réitérés de la part de Sir Charles 
Metcalfe, d'offrir ma démission 4 des emplois largement rémunérés que 

je possédais alors. Voila cependant l'homme qui, obéissant 4 son 
ancienne habitude de déverser l'injure et l'outrage, ose, en présence 

de ces faits, m'accuser ainsi que mes collégues, de vénalité, d'amour 
sordide des emplois, de servilité devant le pouvoir! 39 Pin *y .avait 
qu'un seul capable de Ses d'étre vénal, c'est l'honorable membre 
pour le comté de St.-Maurice. A l'entendre, lui seul est vertueux, 
lui seul est courageux, lui seul aime son pays! lui seul a du dévot- 
ment 4 la patrie! Je ne lui demande pas de reconnaissance; je n'en 
demande 4 personne; mais puisqu'il se dit sivertueux, je lui demande 
d'étre juste et rien de plus. Est-il capable de 1'étre? 

Si j'avais adopté son systéme d'oppostion 4 outrance, ou serait 
l'honorable membre aujourd'hui? I1 serait encore 4 Paris, fraternisant 
sans doute avec les républicains rouges, ou les républicains blancs, ou 
les républicains noirs, et approuvant tour a4 tour les constitutions 
qui se succédent si rapidement en France.4 

A cette @poque, le gouvernement d'alors, aprés plusieurs refus, donna 
son consentement a4 ma demande. L'homme qui a pu alors renoncer 4 son 
salaire, est pourtant traité par l'honorable membre pour le comté de 
Saint-Maurice, d'homme vénal. Je m'en rapporte la-dessus, sans crainte, 
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a mes compatriotes. 


M. PAPINEAU.--Je ne me suis pas servi envers vous de ces expressions. 43 


x 


M. CAUCHON, d'une voix emportée.--Oui, oui, vous vous en étes servi.44 


MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE.--J'en appelle aux membres de cette Chambre, 
dites si vous ne l'avez pas entendu dire cela, plus que vingt fois; si 
vous ne l'avez pas entendu répéter constamment que nous sacrifions tout 
au Haut-Canada, que nous étions des hommes vendus. 


M. PAPINEAU.--Je ne me suis servi de ces derniéres expressions qu'en 
- : ° / 
parlant des éditeurs de journaux.46 
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MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE.--Voila, M. l'orateur, les conséquences de 
deux systémes que l'honorable membre a voulu comparer; systéme d'op- 
position a outrance et systéme de faiblesse et de temporisation. 

L'hon. membre nous dit aujourd'hui que c'était accepter l'acte d'Union 
avec toutes les défectuosités et ses injustices, que de prendre part 

a son fonctionnement. S'il en est ainsi, chacun de nous, l'hon. membre 
lui-méme, en acceptant le mandat qui nous a été confié et en venant 

siéger dans cette chambre, doit donc @tre censé avoir accepté l'acte 
d'Union avec toutes ses injustices; chaque habitant du pays, en votant 

aux élections, doit donc aussi @tre censé l'avoir adopté de méme. Si 

les accusations que la passion et le dépit lui font proférer, étaient 
fondées, ne pourrait-on pas les diriger contre lui-méme, et avec bien 

plus de force encore? L'hon. membre tient 4 passer pour ce qu'il appelle 
consistant.48 Un homme de mérite, un autre que lui, étant plus conséquent, 
avait en 41, avait dit lui aussi, vous ne devez pas prendre part au 
gouvernement. Les Canadiens devraient méme s'abstenir de voter49 (tet d‘)) 
accepter de siége dans l'autre branche de la législature. 0 Celui-la 
était-il logique? donnait-il un conseil qu'on devait suivre? I1 s'est 
repenti depuis sa faute. Lui aussi pourtant voulait répudier l'acte 
d'Union. Si nous avons consenti, quand nous avons accepté le pouvoir, 

a faire fonctionner l'acte d'Union, chaque membre qui a consenti, depuis 

ce temps, a @tre élu, n'en a-t-il pas fait autant? 

Si nous n'’avions pas agi, comme nous l'avons faits(sic), ot serait 
l'honorable membre qui nous en a fait une faute si grave? I1 serait 4 
étudier a Paris, ou en promenade 4 travers l'Europe. OU seraient tant 
d'autres exilés politiques? ils seraient encore 4 gémir sur une terre 
étrangére. Ou serait notre langue? Nous ae peut-étre fait de 
beaux discours, mais nous serions écrasés. 

L'hon. membre dont l'imagination est si vive et si féconde, ne voit, 
et ne veut voir autre chose qu'une approbation de l'acte d'Union seul, 
dans le mot “institutions' qui se trouve dans ce passage du discours du 
gouverneur, dans lequel Son Excellence parle de l'attachement du peuple 
de ce pays a ses institutions. Vraiment, il faut que l'hon. membre 
partage le sentiment exprimé dans cette chambre par les deux Canadiens- 
francais qui faisaient partie du dernier ministére, et dont l'un était 
son frére, et l'autre son proche parent, et que, comme eux, il ne voie 
dans l'acte en vertu duquel nous sommes assemblés ici, qu'une simple 
charte d'incorporation, et qu'en dehors de cette charte, le peuple 
canadien n'a aucun droit, aucune institution quelconque qui lui fasse 
préférer la tranquilité au trouble, 4 l'agitation liberticide ot l1'hon. 
membre voudrait l'entrainer. Mais s'il é6tait vrai que le mot "institutions" 
dans le passage en question ne doit pas avoir d'autre sens que celui que 
l'hon. membre s'efforce en vain de lui dommer, et que par conséquent il com- 
porte une approbation de toutes les clauses de l'acte d'Union, ne pourrait-on 
pas rappeler a l'honorable membre qu'il n'est pas sous ce rapport exempt 
de blame lui-méme, et que nous pourrions 4 plus juste droit lui faire les 
reproches qu'il nous adresse aujourd'hui? N'avons-nous pas eu le gouvernement 
représentatif avant la passation de l'acte d'Union? N'avons-nous pas eu 
l'acte constitutionnel de 1791? L'hon. membre qui est entré dans la 
chambre d'assemblée du Bas-Canada plus de vingt and avant moi, a-t-il 
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oublié que dans maintes et maintes occasions aussi solennelles que celle- 
ci, sous l'opération de l'acte de 1791, il a lui-méme préconisé et fait 
1'éloge de l'attachement du peuple 4 ses "institutions, sa langue et ses 
lois!" 

Et quand l'honorable membre et ses collégues qui nous ont précédé 
dans la carriére parlementaire s'exprimaient ainsi et employaient le 
langage que je viens de citer, ne pourrait-on pas dire que lui®2 quand 
il présidait 1'ancienne Chambre?3 et ses collégues approuvaient par 1a 
toutes les clauses, de l'acte de 1791, depuis celle qui avait pour 
objet le principe éminemment aristocratique de créer en Canada des 
titres de noblesse jusqu’a celle de la constitution d'un conseil 
législatif, contre laquelle dans les derniers temps, la voix éloquente 
de 1'hon. membre a si souvent fait retentir les votites de la chambre 
d'assemblée du Bas-Canada? I1 faut assurément que 1l'hon. membre soit 
donné d'une imagination bien vive, et que cette disposition habituelle 
de tout blamer, de tout condamner, qui le caractérise, soit bien grande, 
pour que l'hon. membre ne veuille voir dans ce mot "institutions" qu'une 
approbation de toutes les clauses de l'acte de 1'Union. 

L'hon. membre a cité la protestation faite en termes généraux, par 
les membres de cette chambre dans la session de 1841, contre les clauses 
injustes de l'acte d'union; il a lu les noms de plusieurs qui siégent 
encore sur ces bancs, et les a interpellés de se joindre a lui pour 
protester toujours et sans cesse. Mais si l'hon. membre 1l'a oublié, lui, 
ceux qu'il interpelle ainsi n'ont pas oublié, eux, que les clauses injustes 
contre lesquelles ils protestaient plus particuliérement en 1841, celles 
qui proscrivaient notre langue et appropriaient nos deniers publics sans 
le consentement des représentants du peuple, ne font plus partie de cet 
acte d'union, qu'elles en ont été retranchées. Ils savent également que 
si nous avions suivi le systéme d'opposition 4 outrance de 1l'hon. membre, 
ces clauses n'auraient jamais @té abrogées, et que ce serait en vain qu'ils 
auraient persisté 4 protester. 

Mais, nous dit l'honorable membre, il existe encore dans cet acte 
d'union, une disposition bien injuste, bien vicieuse, selon lui; c'est 
celle qui fixe le quorum de cette chambre 4 20! Et si vous ne protestez 
pas contre cette clause, c’‘est que la servilité que vous montrez devant 
le pouvoir fait taire la voix de vos consciences! Etait-ce patriotisme 
ou servilité de la part de l'honorable membre et de ses collégues dans 
la chambre d'assemblée du Bas-Canada, que d'avoir fixé pendant un si 
grand nombre d'années le quorum 4 21, donnant ainsi, pour me servir 
du langage de l'honorable membre, 4 une minorité, en l'absence de la 
majorité, le droit de faire des lois? Et lorsqu'étant 84 membres en 
1831 ou 1832, nous avons élevé le quorum a4 42, la chambre s'est-elle 
souvent trouvée au grand complet, comme celle-ci l'est presque toujours, 
quoique que le quorum ne soit que de vingt? Pourquoi donc tant se 
récrier, déclamer contre une clause dont de fait il n'est encore résulté 
aucun inconvénient? Faut-il donc que, parce que le quorum de cette 
chambre est fixé a 20, les Canadiens-francais renoncent 4 la protection 
que leur assure leur participation 4 1l'administration des affaires 
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publiques, et qu’ils liverent cette administration aux mains de leurs 
adversaires politiques qui sont devenus aujourd'hui, 4 notre grand 
étonnement, l'objet des louanges de l"honorable membre?54 Le but qu'on 
doit chercher est donc atteint? Non: c'est une injustice criante, dit 
l'honorable membre, et les membres qui en 41 ont accepté le pouvoir, 
ainsi que ceux qui ont voté contre l'Union, sont des hommes méprisables, 
parce qu’ils ne veulent pas voter avec lui contre la clause de l'acte 
d'Union qui porte que le quorum de cette Chambre sera de vingt membres. 
Une autre disposition de l'acte d'Union, contre laquelle l'honorable 
membre s'est récrié avec cette force de langage qui lui est particuliére, 
est celle qui donne 4 chacune des deux sections de la province un nombre 
égal de représentants dans cette chambre. Lorsqu'il a été question de 
l'union des deux provinces, et qu'en effet l'on prétendait ne faire des 
deux Canadas qu'une seule province, il était bien naturel, au premier 
abord, de crier a 1l'injustice qui semblait résulter du principe que l'on 
consacrait en donnant au Haut-Canada, dans la représentation, une part 
égale 4 celle du Bas-Canada, quoique la population de celui-ci fut alors 
de beaucoup plus considérable, Et comme d'autres, j'ai souvent moi-méme 
signalé cette injustice; je l'ai fait 4 chaque fois que l'on a prétendu 
que l'acte de Lord Sydenham avait pour objet d'opérer une union des deux 
provinces. C'est 4 ce point de vue, je n'en ai aucun doute, que nos 
amis protestérent en 1841, contre cette injustice de l'Union. Cependant 
il arrive aujourd'hui que c'est cette méme disposition contre laquelle 
on s'est tant récrié dans le passé, et que l'honble. membre voudrait faire 
disparatitre, qui protége le Bas-Canada, et plus particuliérement les 
Canadiens-frangais. Le protét de 1841 a eu une portée qu'il faut savoir 
apprécier aujourd'hui; mais 4 mes yeux, le refus du gouvernement et de 
la majorité des membres du Haut-Canada d'accéder 4 ce protét en a eu une 
bien plus grande encore. Ce refus a établi en fait et en droit que l'acte 
d'union n'avait pas fait des deux Canadas une seule et méme législature, 
deux provinces jusqu'alors distinctes et séparées, et qui devaient con- 
tinuer de 1'@tre pour toutes autres fins quelconques; en un mot, qu’il y 
avait eu, 4 l'exemple de nos voisins, une confédération de deux provinces, 
de deux états. C'est d'aprés cette appréciations des faits, fondée sur 
l'opération de l'acte d'union, tel que le Haut-Canada 1'a interprété lui- 
meme lorsqu'il fut appelé a le faire par les membres libéraux du Bas-Canada 
dans leur protét de 1841, que j'ai réglé ma conduite politique depuis 1842. 
C'est en me fondant sur le principe de ne voir dans l'acte d'Union qu'une 
confédération de deux provinces, comme le Haut-Canada 1'a déclaré lui- 
méme en 1841, que je déclare ici hautement que jamais je ne consentirai 
a ce que l'une des sections de la province ait, dans cette chambre, un 
nombre de membres plus considérable que celui de l'autre, quelque soit 
le chiffre de sa population. Pour ceux qui ne se laissent pas aveugler 
par leurs passions politiques, il doit @tre évident qu’avant que nous 
soyons appelés a faire une nouvelle é@élection générale, le Haut-Canada 
aura une population plus forte que celle du Bas-Canada. Et c'est en 
présence de ce fait dont la réalisation n'est que trop prochaine, que 
l'honorable membre du comté de St.-Maurice vient nous demander 4 con- 
sacrer en fait et en droit un principe qui doit nous placer pour toujours 
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dans un état d'infériorité, et dont l'adoption serait, plus que tout ce 
qu'il nous reproche, une ratification, une approbation irrévocable de 
cet acte d'Union qu'il prétend condamner! 

Mais l'honorable membre dont l'amour pour les intéréts politiques 
de ses compatriotes semble @tre sans bornes, nous dit que la représentation 
doit @tre basée sur la population; et par conséquent peu lui importe que 
ce principe, mis en action, donne au Haut-Canada, dans la représentation, 
une part plus forte que celle du Bas-Canada. Justice absolue, dit-il, 
c'est tout ce que je demande. I1 peut déclamer ainsi, lui dont la 
maxime est: '"Périsse la patrie plutét qu'un principe!" Et moi je lui 
réponds que ma maxime, bien différente de la sienne, est, que je périsse, 
s'il le faut, mais que mes compatriotes soient sauvés!) 

L'honorable membre, faisant allusion au projet de la représentation, 
il l'approuvera, dit-il, si elle est basée sur la population. Le principe 
de la représentation basée sur la population, ajoute-t-il, est recu comme 
seul practicable, seul bon, dans la république voisine la plus parfaite 
qui ait jamais existé. Nous faire passer sous la domination des 
américains, ou nous faire adopter leurs institutions, voila le réve de 
sa vie, son unique pensée. 

Les Américains nous dit-il, ont le systéme de représentation le plus 
parfait possible; c'est celui de la représentation basée sur la population. 
Eh! bien je prends l'exemple des Etats-Unis. L'hon. M. soutiendra-t-il 
que le systéme de la représentation basée exclusivement sur la population 
est véritablement le seul qui y soit admis en pratique. 


M. PAPINEAU.--Qui.58 


MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE.--L'honorable membre ne s'est-il pas mépris 
en appelant 4 son secours ce qui se pratique chez nos voisins? Celle 
de leurs institutions qui a quelqu'analogie avec la position que l'acte 
d'Union a faite aux deux Canadas, est leur constitution fédérale, celle 
qui établit un congrés composé d'un sénat et d'une chambre de représentants. 
Les membres de ces deux corps sont @lectifs. Dans la chambre des 
représentants, je suis prét 4 l'admettre, chaque @tat de la condéderation 
américaine y est représenté, ou est censé y @tre représenté par un 
nombre de membres en rapport avec sa population; or, si je ne me trompe, 
je crois que la régle est qu'il doit y avoir un représentant pour chaque 
70,000 ames. C'est ainsi que 1'état de New-York compte, dans la chambre 
des représentants, plus de trente membres, tandis que quelques petits 
états n'y comptent qu'un seul membre. Mais en est-il ainsi dans le 
sénat, cette autre branche de la législature fédérale, sans concours de 
laquelle aucune loi ne peut é@tre passée, et que méme posséde des 
attributions qui ne sont pas dévolues 4 la chambre des représentants? 
Non, il n’en est pas ainsi, et l'honorable membre le sait aussi bien que 
qui que ce soit. Cependant le principe électif préside a la formation 
du sénat. L'état de New-York qui envoie a la chambre des représentants 
plus de trente menbres, envoie-t-il un nombre égal au sénat? Non, il 
n'a droit d'étre représenté que par deux membres. Celui des petits états, 
qui n'envoie a la chambre des représentants qu'un seul membre, est-il 
restreint 4 n'envoyer au sénat qu'un seul membre? Non, il a droit d'y 
étre représenté par deux membres. Si donc, dans la chambre des réprésen- 
tants, il est placé, quant au nombre, dans un état d'infériorité vis-a-vis 
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l'Etat de New-York, le premier état de l'’unmion américaine, il devient 

son égal dans le sénat, quelque minime que soit le chiffre de sa popu- 
lation: n'y a-t-il pas 14, dans cette institution politique de nos 
voisins, dont le principe électif fait la vie, la méme contrepoids, en 
faveur de la minorité contre la tyrannie de la majorité, que nous 
retrouvons dans notre acte d'union, et que l'honorable membre, qui se 
complait tant 4 vanter sa constance, veut aujourd'hui faire dis- 

paraitre, au risque méme de faire disparaitre en méme temps toutes les 
institutions de ses compatriotes, qui forment, vivifient leur nationalité? 

Il y a plus; je crois que certains Etats du Sud, Etats 4 esclaves, 
possédent un autre contre-poids dans le systéme électif, 4 l'encontre du 
principe qu'invoque l'honorable membre du comté de St.-Maurice, contre- 
poids qui, s'il est vrai qu'il existe, tend a protéger les états du sud 
contre les @tats du nord. Si, dans ces états, les esclaves n'ont pas la 
franchise élective, leurs maitres l'exercent pour eux, c’est-a-dire que 
lorsqu'un homme du nord n'a qu'une voix 4 donner aux hustings, 1'homme 
blanc du sud en a plusieurs a donner, selon le nombre d'esclaves qu'il 
posséde. Peut-étre suis-je, sous ce rapport, dans l'erreur, mais il me 
semble qu'il existe quelque chose de semblable dans les institutions de 
nos voisins. 

L'honorable membre? en parlant de représentation, l'a attaquée sous 
un autre rapport. Il O 4 dit que l'acte d'Union avait créé des bourgs 
pourris, et que le bill que le ministére devait présenter ne les faisait 
pas disparaftre. Qu'il me permette de lui dire que le nombre de ces 
bourgs qu'il appelle bourgs-pourris, n'a pas été augmenté dans le Bas- 
Canada par l'acte d'Union, si ce n'est que la ville de Sherbrooke a pris 
la place du bourg de Sorel. Mais comment se fait-il que, pendant les 
trente années que l'honorable membre a eu un siége dans la chambre 
d'assemblée du Bas-Canada, lui qui y était omnipotent, n'a jamais fait 
abolir les deux seuls bourgs-pourris, ou les deux seuls qui du moins 
étaient généralement réputés tels, que nous eussions dans le Bas-Canada 
depuis 1792? Je parle de Sorel et de Trois-Riviéres. Pourquoi l'honorable 
membre n'a-t-il pas proposé et fait adopter cette abolition dans l'acte de 
1829, acte passé lorsque l'honorable membre était tout-puissant dans la 
chambre d'assemblée du Bas-Canada, et avant que vous et moi, M. lL'orateur, 
nous fussions membres de cette chambre. S'il ne 1'a pas fait, n'est-ce 
pas parce que, quand une fois vous donnez 4 une localité le droit d'élire 
un membre, il est bien difficile de le lui Gter ensuite? Et si, aujourd'hui, 
sans augmenter le nombre des bourgs qu'il appelle bourgs-pourris, nous 
ne faisons que suivre l'exemple que lui, si pur, si vertueux, nous a donné 
en 1829, de quel droit vient-il nous adresser des reproches?©l 

L'honorable membre veut que la représentation soit basée sur la 
population. Pourquoi donc l'acte de 1829,° appelé l'acte de subdivision 
des comtés du Bas-Canada, a la passation duquel 1l'honorable membre a donné 
son concours, 3 qui a fait notre école politique, n'a-t-il pas consacré 
ce principe? I1 avait établi, comme base de la représentation, le ter- 
ritoire et la population, non pas la population toute seule. Cet acte 
a consacré le principe combiné de la population et du territoire. En 
effet les dispositions de cet acte portaient que lorsqu'un comté dont il 
avait établi 4 l'avance les limites territoriales, aurait une population 
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de mille ames, mais au dessous de 4,000 ames, il aurait droit d'élire un 
membre, et deux membres lorsque sa population excéderait 4,000 ames, 
quelqu'en ftt alors le chiffre. C'est ainsi que nous avons vu, sous 
l'opération de cet acte passé sous les auspices de l'honorable membre, 
un comté contenant 4 peine cinq mille ames, exercer le droit d'élire deux 
membres, tandis qu'un autre comté, avec une population double, triple, 
quadruple, ne pouvait @tre représenté que par deux membres a 1l'assemblée 
législative! Voilale principe que l'honorable membre a consacré 4 
l'@époque dont je parle. Et parce que, sous ce rapport, nous marchons 
dans la voix qu'il nous a tracé, il a, lui, cet homme si vertueux, si 
courageux, la grandeur d'ame de nous accuser de vénalité, de bassesse, 
d'amour sordide du pourvoir et des emplois salariés! I1 a la modestie 
de se croire autorisé 4 nous menacer de ce qu'il appelle la colére du 
peuple. Que l'honorable membre ne se laisse pas abuser par d'anciens 
souvenirs! qu'il apprenne que s'il veut menacer, je le défie de mettre 
ses menaces 4 exécution et que, lorsque le temps sera venu, je serai 
prét a le rencontrer en tout temps et en tout lieu, lui, cet homme qui 
ne cesse de vanter sa vertu et son courage! 

L'honorable membre, toujours fidéle 4 son habitude de tout blamer et 
de se servir d'expressions offensantes, a dit, avec ce ton d'assurance 
qui lui est particulier, que les membres qui représentaient le Bas- 
Canada dans le ministére, et qui l'y avaient représenté en 1842 et 1843 
avaient toujours marché et marchaient continuellement 4 la remorque de 
leurs collégues du Haut-Canada. Quand en 1842, je dictai mes conditions 
avant d'accepter mon siége dans le ministére, ai-je marché a la remorque 
du Haut-Canada? Quand une fois, dans ce ministére, j'insistai 4 ce que 
le siége du gouvernement fut transféré dans le Bas-Canada, et que j'en 
fis ume question de gouvernement, au point méme que l'un de mes collégues 
du Haut-Canada fut obligé d'offrir sa résignation, ai-je marché a la 
remorque du Haut-Canada? Ce fait seul doit suffire pour faire voir tout 
ce qu'il y a de futile, d'indécent méme dans les accusations que porte 
contre nous l'honorable membre du comté de St.Maurice. Si vous avez 
aujourd'hui le siége du gouvernement dans le Bas-Canada, vous me le 
devez. Si j'ai insisté sur cette transaction, lorsque cette question 
fut renoyée d'abord au conseil exécutif, puis au parlement provincial, 
c'est que je la regardais comme juste pour toutes les parties. I1 n'y 
avait qu'a Montréal ou 4 Québec, ot les deux origines pouvaient é@tre sur 
un pied d'égalité. Peu m'importait personnellement que le siége 
du gouvernement fit 4 Québec ou 4 Montréal; mais il était juste qu'il 
soit dans le Bas-Canada; et il y est. 

L'hon. membre trouve 4 redire que, dans cette chambre, il n'y ait que 
deux membres qui représentent le Bas-Canada dans le ministére, tandis 
que mes collégues du Haut-Canada au ministére sont en plus grand nombre 
dans cette enceinte. Et pour mieux faire gotiter ce reproche, l'hon. 
membre, sans s'apercevoir qu'il est en contradiction avec lui-méme, nous 
dit que chaque province devrait @tre représentée dans cette chambre par 
un @gal nombre des membres du cabinet. Et que devient donc sa théorie 
de justice absolue, lorsqu'il demande que la représentation soit basée 
uniquement sur la population? Ne s'apercgoit-il pas qu'ici il reconnait 
qu'il y a et qu'il doit y avoir deux provinces distinctes et séparées, 
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nonobstant l'acte qui les soumet 4 l'action d'une seule et méme légis- 
lature? Mais est-ce, comme cabinet, ou bien comme représentants du 
peuple que nous votons dans cette chambre. Pour que le reproche que 
nous adresse l'hon. membre fut fondé, il faudrait qu'il pit dire que, 
le ministére, le Bas-Canada est en moindre nombre que le Haut-Canada 

et c'est ce qu'il ne peut pas dire, puisqu'il sait bien que les deux 
provinces y sont représeatées en nombre égal. Seulement, ceux de mes 
collégues du Bas-Canada qui ne siégent pas dans cette chambre, siégent 
dans l'autre chambre. 

L'hon. membre s'est efforcé de nous persuader qu'il répudie toutes 
les distinctions d'origine, a bien voulu néanmoins remarquer, pour nous 
en faire un reproche, que le commissaire des terres ne devrait pas 
étre un anglais, mais bien un Canadien-francais, Il a pris de 14 
l'occasion de faire un peu l1'éloge des qualités personnelles de mon 
honorable ami et collégue le commissaire des terres, éloge pour lequel 
j'ai raison de croire que mon honorable ami ne lui sera nullement 
reconnaissant et pour cause. Mais, puisque l'honorable membre était 
en train de faire des compliments 4 mon honorable ami quoiqu'Anglais, 
n'aurait-il pas di avoir la magnanimité de reconnaitre que, sous 
l'administration du département des terres par cet anglais, les 
Canadiens-francgais ont obtenu plus de facilités 4 s'établir sur les 
terres incultes de la couronne qu'ils n'en avaient obtenu sous 1'ad- 
ministration du méme département, par son prédécesseur, bien que celui- 
ci fut Canadien-frangais et frére de l'hon. membre du comté de St. 
Maurice?®5 (Ecoutez, écoutez) .06 C'eut @té pourtant un simple acte 
de justice qu'un tel aveu de la part de l'hon. membre, mais avec la 
ligne de conduite que l'hon. membre a adoptée, peut-on s'attendre de 
Sa part 4 un acte de justice quelconque? 

L'hon. membre nous a dit, sans doute pour prouver qu'il est de 
beaucoup supérieur 4 tous les membres de cette chambre, qu'il n'est pas 
homme de parti, qu'il répudie ce systéme de se diviser en partis politiques 
et de conduire un gouvernement par parti. Cependant l'hon. membre ne 
cesse de nous vanter tous les jours les institutions politiques de nos 
voisins. Et je pense que ce n'est pas faire injure a4 l'hon. membre que 
de remarquer ici que son désir le plus ardent est que le Canada devienne 
le plus t6t possible membre de l'union américaine. Eh! bien, M. 
l'orateur, y a-t-il unm pays au monde jouissant du gouvernement re- 
présentatif ot l'esprit de parti, le systéme de gouverner par un parti, 
cette conséquance naturelle et inévitable de ce méme gouvernement 
représentatif, régnent A um plus haut degré que dans l'union américaine, 
et dans chaque état de cette considération? avec l'ancienne division 
des partis en whigs et en démocrates, no voyons-nous pas encore celle 
des loco focos, des barnburners, ... et je ne sais quelles autres 
encore? 


COL. PRINCE.--Les Hunkers, buiereaaice 


MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE.--Oh! s'il est vrai que notre annexion aux 
Etats doive s'accomplir dams un avenir prochain, 1l'hon. membre devra 
se trouver bien malheureux, bien a plaindre, et en méme temps bien isolé, 
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au milieu de ces millions de républicains qui nous ayoisinent, eux qui 
subissant, comme 1'Angleterre, comme la France, les exigences et les 
nécessités du systéme représentatif, c'est-a-dire 1'organisation des 
partis politiques, en un mot le gouvernement du parti politique qui se 
trouve dans l'ascendant, au sortir de l'urne électorale. Peut-étre 
l'hon. membre ne désire-t-il cette annexion que pour avoir l'occasion 
de faire revenir nos voisins de leur erreur, et de les convaincre qu'il 
n'y a rien de si beau qu'un gouvernement ot il n’existe pas d'homme de 
parti.©9 Il se présenterait chez eux comme homme d'aucun parti quel- 
conque. 


M. CAUCHON se pame de rire./1 


MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE.--Si jamais 1'hon. membre entreprend cette 
tache, il faut avouer qu'il aura une tache bien ingrate et bien difficile 
a accomplir./2 L'honorable membre a jugé a propos de faire allusions 
a la nomination des juges, aux deux nominations qui viennent d'avoir 
lieu/3; et en faisant allusion a la question de préséance, il a donné de 
sa connaissance de ce qui se pratique en Angleterre sous ce rapport, la 
méme preuve qu'il nous a donnée l'autre jour de ses connaissances 
légales au sujet des effets d'un attainder. Si l'hon. membre avait su 
que cette clause de préséance est insérée dans la nouvelle commission du 
juge qui, en Angleterre, est transférée d'une cour 4 ume autre, il ne 
serait peut-étre pas hasardé 4 parler comme il 1l'a fait. L'hon. membre 
ingore (sic) @aglement (sic) le nombre de juges, qui existe en Angleterre. 
En Angleterre, dit-il, il n'y en a que douze. I1ya_ probablement 
longtemps qu'il n'a pas lu son Blackstone. I1yaeen Angleterre/> sous 
différents noms,/6 des centaines de juges’’ ainsi qu'aujourd'hui dans 
l'Etat qui nous avoisine. Quand 4 cette question des juges, il eut été 
plus convenable pour l'hon. membre ou d'attendre le résultat de l'appel 
porté en Angleterre, ou d'attendre que la question fut @évoquée devant 
cette chambre par la communication des documents qui y ont rapport. 

Alors je serai en position de démontrer la futilté et l'injustice des 
remarques de l'hon. membre. I1 a dit que les juges devraient étre 

pris en dehors du cabinet, méme en dehors de la législature, dont les 
membres, dit-il, sont des partisans politiques. L'hon. membre sait, 
comme nous tous, qu'il n'y a pas de pays ot 1'admiration de la justice 
commande plus le respect et 1l'admiration qu’en Angleterre; et cependant 
les hommes distingués qui sont appelés au banc, n'ont-ils pas marqué 
plus ou moins dans la chambre des communes; et si, 14, ils ne sont pas 
membres du cabinet, ils sont membres de 1l'administration avec laquelle 
ils en sortent. 

Je ne puis laisser ce sujet sans exprimer le sentiment pénible que 
j'ai éprouvé lorsque j'ai entendu 1'hon. membre traiter de "complaisant" 
l'hon. juge qui récemment a été nommé au banc de Montréal. I1 n'y avait 
qu'un seul homme, parmi ses compatriotes, qui pouvait avoir le courage de 
lui appliquer cette épithéte injurieuse! C'est l'hon. membre pour le 
comté de Saint-Maurice. Personne ne connaft mieux que lui 1'indépendance 
de caractére, l'intégrité, la fermeté de cet honorable juge, qualités 
pour lesquelles il a tant souffert dans nos temps malheureux, tandis que 
d'autres ont montré tant de faiblesse. L'hon. membre n'a pas oublié les 
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faits auxquels je fais allusion; mais il se laisse toujours entrainer par 
cette manie si regrettable de déverser l'injure sur tout le monde, 

Si nous avons eu deux juges 4 nommer, en sommes-nous la cause? Est- 
ce nous qui avons forcé le juge Gale 4 se démettre de sa charge’® a 
Montréal? Est-ce nous qui avons causé la mort déplorable du juge Jones89 
dans le Haut-Canada81? Quand nous avons été applés a donner notre 
opinion sur les choix 4a faire pour les remplacer, nous l'avons fait, 
comme toujours, avec indépendance et en vue du bien public, Et pouvons- 
nous demander une approbation plus forte de ces choix que l'aveu que 
l'hon. membre lui-méme n'a pu s'empécher de faire que les deux nouveaux 
juges, au temps de leur nomination, possédaient la confiance et de la 
couronne et du peuple?82 

Mais l'honorable membre ne veut pas que l'on prenne les membres de 
cette Chambre pour en faire des juges. I1 faut les prendre hors de 
cette Chambre; autrement nous ne pouvons espérer voir nos tribunaux 
bien conduits. Mais y a-t-il un pays, ou 1l'administration de la 
justice soit plus respectée qu’en Angleterre? et n'est-il pas vrai 
que presque tous les juges ont été membres du parlement? que des 
solliciteurs et des procureurs généraux y sont presque toujours pris 
parmi les juges? que ce n'est qu'un refus des solliciteurs et procureurs 
généraux qu'on en choisit d'autres? Ces hommes ainsi placés sur le banc 
de la justice, sont-ils cause que la justice en souffre? Non; 1'adminis- 
tration de la justice dans les cours anglaises est entourée et mérite 
autant si non plus de respect que partout ailleurs, 

L'honorable membre, en parlant des juges, a voulu traiter encore une 
question de droit. I1a dit que le juge Bedard avait perdu sa commission, 
et que nous en étions la cause. I1 aurait peut-étre mieux fait, avant 
de nous accuser, d'attendre le résultat de la décision 4 ce sujet, en 
Angleterre; il aurait alors su sur qui pesait en ce cas toute la 
responsabilité.83 

L'hon. membre nous a repoché encore l'omission, dans le discours 
d'ouverture, de toute allusion au paiement des pertes souffertes pendant 
la rébellion.84 Et de ce que rien n'était dit a4 ce sujet, il en a tiré 
la conclusion qu'on ne s'occupe pas de cette mesure.°> Faut-il que 
toutes les mesures qui doivent é@tre présentées aux chambres, soient 
spécialement mentionnées dans le discours d'ouverture? Si c'était le cas, 
ce discours deviendrait peut-étre aussi long que le discours du président 
des Etats-Unis; et alors l'hon. membre nous blamerait, sans doute, de 
Ll'avoir fait trop long, comme il nous blame de l'avoir fait trop court. 
L'hon. membre blamera toujours. Qu'il sache, cependant, que, par la 
longueur de son discours d'hier, il a retardé de vingt-quatre heurs, la 
présentation de la mesure 4 laquelle il a ainsi fait allusion. 

L'hon. membre, parlant de l'acte d'émigration a parlé des changements 
que le ministére se propose de faire a cet acte, changements qu'il ne 
connait pas; et sans attendre que nous les ayons fait connaitre a cette 
chambre, l'hon. membre ne pouvant trouver un fait pour appuyer ses 
reproches, donne cours a son imagination, et suppose d'abord, puis affirme 
que ces changements seront de telle ou telle nature, de telle ou telle 
portée.86 S$'il avait eu la patience d'attendre que notre bill 4 ce 
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sujet fut introduit devant la Chambre, il aurait pu y puisser tous les 
renseignements qu'il peut désirer, Nous nous sommes conformé 4 1'usage 
en ne faisant que mentionner le sujet dans notre discours, Nous n!'avons 
pas fait un long discours, et je crois que nous ne mourrons pas pour cela, 
Mais probablement qu'il aurait fallu, 4 l'honorable monsieur, un discours 
comme les messages du président des Etats-Unis? 


M. PAPINEAU.--Si vous en étiez capables, ce serait fort heureux. 88 


MR.. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE.--L'honorable membre a fait un appel 4 la 
population irlandaise. I1 a exprimé beaucoup de sympathie pour les 
Irlandais. J'avoue que si tous l'aiment, comme ceux que j'ai vus ce 
matin, il perd son temps 4 vouloir se les attacher, Mais l1'honorable 
membre n'ignore pas que89 la taxe sur les émigrants est basée sur 
1'échelle suivante: 10s. par téte jusqu'au 10 septembre, 20s. du 10 
Septembre au ler octobre, et 30s. depuis le ler octobre jusqu'a la 
cléture de la navigation. Sur les £12,000 ou £15,000 que cette taxe 
a. produite dans le cours de l'année derniére, cette @chelle graduée de 
20s. et 30s. a a peine produit mille louis; et cependant ces pauvres 
émigrants, pour lesquels l'hon. membre semblait hier avoir tant de 
sympathie, sont exposés a4 payer les 30s. par une augmentation corres- 
pondante dans le prix du passage, lorsque la taxe 4 payer n'est que de 
10s. ou 20s.99 Cette taxe extraordinaire avait fourni un prétexte aux 
capitaines de vaiseaux d'en faire payer le montant tout entier 4 ces 
infortunés. Etait-il juste de laisser substituer cette taxe? Non; mais 
l'honorable membre s'écrie que nous aurons la poste ce printemps, et 
c'est la seule considération qui l'occupe. Je n'ai pas été peu surpris 
de voir l'honorable membre, se laissant aller 4 son penchant naturel de 
dénigrer tout le monde, faire allusion a un fait qui n'est pas 4 sa 
connaissance, mais qui m'est personnel. 91 

L'hon membre a comparé le Canada 4 1"Irlande! Quelle comparaison, 
M. l'orateur??2 J'aime 3 croire que le temps est encore loin avant que 
la population du Bas-Canada vienne 4 mourir de faim dans les rues.7? 
Est-ce que la famine a décimé notre population, comme elle a décimé la 
malheureuse Irlande? Est-ce que notre population est si dense et si 
considérable qu'il n'y ait plus de terres incultes en Canada? 

L'union, s'écrie-t-il, fait ou fera du Bas-Canada une nouvelle Irlande! 
Oui, M. l'orateur, je prévois un temps, quoique bien éloigné, out cette 
prohétie de l'hon. membre pourrait s'accomplir! out l'union pourrait 
faire du Bas-Canada une nouvelle Irlande! Ce sera quand le Bas-Canada 
aura @té asservi au Haut-Canada, aprés avoir perdu sa part égale dans 
la représentation! Ce sera, si jamais l'hon. membre réussit 4 faire 
adopter ses vues si funestes 4 notre avenir, ce sera, dis-je, quand 
le Bas-Canada, en adoptant volontairement le (sic) représentation basée 
sur la population, se sera placé lui-méme dans cette chambre, vis-avis 
du Haut-Canada, dans un état d'infériorité qui t6t ou tard conduirait 
infailliblement 4 sa ruine. Voila l'époque ot devra (sic) s'accomplir 
les tristes prévisions de l'hon. membre. 

Me dira-t-on que, si irrespectivement du chiffre de sa population, 
la malheureuse Irlande avait eu et conservé jusqu'a ce jour une part 
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égale 4 celle de l'Angleterre dans la représentation, elle serait 
aujourd'hui ce qu'elle est, une terre de souffrances et de malheurs 
pour ses enfants! Les verrait-on s'expatrier par milliers, comme ils 
le font depuis un si grand nombre d'années? Non, M. l'orateur; si 
1'Irlande avait eu avec l'Angleterre cette partie égale dans la 
représentation, comme le Bas-Canada la posséde aujourd'hui avec le 
Haut-Canada, 1'Irlande n'aurait pas été asservie comme elle ne l'a 
que trop été malheureusement; ses habitants ne périraient pas de 
famine et de miséres dans leurs demeures et sur la voie publique; ils 
auraient eu, dans leurs co-sujets anglais, non des maitres, mais des 
égaux. 

Je terminerais ici, M. l'orateur, si l'honorable membre au moment 
de reprendre son siége n'avait pas, sans en savoir, comme il l'a declaré, 
aucune connaissance personnelle, fait allusion a ume circonstance 
qui me regarde non seulement moi personnellement, mais également quel- 
ques amis politiques. L'honorable membre, aprés avoir rapellé que 
le district de Québec et celui des Trois-Riviéres, avaient protesté 
contre le projet d'union des deux provinces, en signant la requéte 
préparée a cet effet par le comité de Quebec, a voulu donner 4 en- 
tendre, quoiqu'il avoue n'en avoir aucune connaissance, que si le 
district de Montréal n'avait pas imité leur exemple, le blame devait 
retomber sur moi qui, a-t-il bien voulu dire, exercerait une si grande 
influence dans ce district. L'honorable membre, lors de son voyage de 
Québec, a appris que le comité formé dans cette ville pour protester 
contre l'union, m'avait adressé sa requéte, et que je n'en avais rien 
fait. Voila ce que l'honorable membre a appris et qu'il a le courage 
de répéter, en s’appuyant sur des renseignements tronqués et s'occupant 
fort peu de calomnier un homme dont il approuve, dit-il, le passé, passé 
dont il a bien voulu faire 1'éloge; avec quelle sincérité? Ce n'est pas 
a moi de le dire. 

Si l'honorable membre est sincére quand il fait l'éloge de ce qu'il 
appelle mon passé, je l'interpellerai au nom de ce passé. Je ne lui 
parlerai de mon présent, n'ayant aucun désir de rechercher son approbation. 
Je lui demanderai, si, par respect pour ce passé, il ne devait pas, comme 
un homme d'honneur, chercher 4 connaitre toute la vérité, avant de se 
croire autorisé a4 lancer cette calomnie contre moi: L'honorable membre 
est doué d'un courage qui lui est particulier, c'est celui de calomnier 
ses compatriotes! 

S'il n'a pas voulu connaitre la vérité, je la lui dirai toute entiére. 
Si je suis obligé de dévoiler des faits dont je n'aurais jamais voulu 
parler, si la relation de ces faits n'est propre qu'a faire naitre des 
sentiments pénibles, la faute n'en sera pas 4 moi mais bien uniquement 
a l'honorable membre, puisque, pas ses imputations injustes et mal fondées, 
il me force 4 parler. 

Il est vrai que la requéte de Québec me fut envoyée; mais il est également 
vrai qu'il s'y trouvait un passage auquel je ne pouvais pas donner mon 
approbation; et j'en informai de suite un membre du comité de Quebéc, 
avec lequel j'étais alors en correspondance, je consultai quelques amis 
de Montréal, et tous furent de méme opinion que moi. Je me consultai 
entr'autres avec mon ami, M. Cherrier, proche parent de l1'honorable 
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membre, et qui comme moi avait fait partie de la chambre d'assemblée du 
Bas-Canada dans son dernier parlement. Nous vimes, ou du moins nous 
crimes voir dans le message en question, une condamnation des procédés 

de cette chambre; a nos yeux approuver ce passage, c'etit été signer notre 
propre condamnation, et encore bien plus celle de l'honorable membre. 
L'on n'a pas oublié que dans la session de 1837, une portion assez 
considérable des membres de Québec, avait différé d'opinion avec la 
majorité et il me sera permis de remarquer que la requéte de Québec avait 
été rédigée par un homme qui, il est vrai, je me plais 4 le reconnaitre, 
était sincérement opposé a 1'union des provinces, mais qui, il n'est pas 
moins vrai, avait dans son journal, continuellement condamné les procédés 
de la chambre d'assemblée durant ce parlement. Je parle de 1l'honorable 
John Nelson. 

Je rédigeai une nouvelle requéte pour protester contre ce projet d'Union; 
en substance c'était celle de Québec, moins le passage en question. 94 Je 
fis ensuite convoquer l'assemblée de Montréal; et puisque l1'honorable 
membre me force 4 parler, je dirai des choses que je n'aurais certaine- 
ment pas dites autrement. Le pays et surtout le district de Montréal 
était alors dans l'état le plus déplorable, dans l'état de découragement 
le plus complet. Nous convoquames néanmoins une assemblée dans la ville 
de Montréal: elle devait donner 1'élan95 aux campagnes. Cette assemblée, 
a notre grand regret, fut peu nombreuse. Un comité fut nommé afin d'orga- 
niser la ville et les campagnes.96 Dans la premiére nous étions une 
cinquantaine de personnes, dans la seconde nous n'étions qu'une dizaine 
et dans la troisiéme il n'y avait que M. Cherrier, moi et le maitre de 
la maison ot l'on s'assenfblait.9’ M. Cherrier et moi, nous trouvant seuls, 
nous plumes nous dissimuler qu'il était impossible de mouvoir et la ville 
et les campagnes, tant était grand le découragement ot les avaient jetés 
les @vénements malheureux dont ils avaient souffert. Si ce découragement, 
dont l'honorable membre doit répondre plus que tout autre, Gtait aux 
uns leur énergie, il y en avait d'autres, et ils n'étaient pas en petit 
nombre alors surtout dans cette ville, qui, voulant 4 tout prix se 
soustraire de la législation du conseil spécial et au gouvernement 
arbitraire que nous subissons 4 cette @poque, nous refusérent leur con- 
cours et leur appui, et semblaient préts 4 tout accepter, pourvu que le 
gouvernement représentatif fut rétabli.? Un plus grand nombre encore 
ne voulait plus, disaient-((ils)), recommencer 4 faire de l'agitation. 
Telles sont les causes du non succés de cette pétition que M. Cherrier 
et moi fimes obligés d'abandonner. 

Il m'est pénible, comme canadien, d'avoir a les produire publiquement. 
C'est l'honorable membre qui m'’a obligé de le faire, en me mettant dans 
la pénible nécessité de repousser ses imputations gratuites et ses 
calomnies. 

Voila dans quelles circonstances la cité de Montréal n'a pas protesté 
contre l'Union. J'ai dans cette circonstance tout fait moi-méme; j'ai 
payé toutes les dépenses de ma poche (@écoutez, Gécoutez.) L'honorable 
membre croit sans doute qu'en attaquant le gouverneur, il rend service 4 
ses compatriotes. Les gouverneurs ne viennent ici que pour faire de 
l’argent? Ila dit cela 4 la face d'un homme, qu'il a été obligé lui- 
méme de louanger. Croit-il que c'est rendre service 4 ses compatriotes, 
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que de venir ainsi, sans raison, injurier les gouverneurs du pays? Il 
peut satisfaire sa passion de tout condamner, de tout décrier; mais il 
n'exprimera pas par 14 les sentiments de ses compatriotes, en agissant 
ainsi. 

Nous avons, dit-il, tout sacrifié, en acceptant des emplois sous 
l'Union. Mais ce fait @étant accompli depuis longtemps, quand il adressa 
son premier manifeste 4 ses @lecteurs. Pourquoi alors, ne s'en est-il 
pas plaint? non, il s'est tenu dans le mutisme, dans lequel il se tenait 
depuis longtemps. I1 avait @té 4 méme de voir si j'avais bien ou mal 
agi; pourquoi ne nous condamnait-il pas alors, comme il le fait 
aujourd'hui! Je déclare que si la cinquantiéme partie des injures 
portées par lui, contre moi, étaient méritées, je laisserais la 
Chambre; je ne mériterais plus de me présenter devant mes compatriotes; 
mais j'en appelle 4 mes compatriotes, je ne crains pas d'‘en appeler 4 
eux 14 ot il voudra; en tout temps et en tous lieux. 

Le systéme de gouvernement, que nous avons adopté en 42, était le 
seul qui pouvait sauver mes compatriotes; il a eu de plus heureux effets, 
que tous ceux qui l'ont précédé, et qu'’en aurait A coup sur celui qu'il 
nous conseille aujourd'hui. Nous sommes maintenant plus forts que nous 
1'étions méme avant 37. Quel pouvoir avait alors la Chambre d'assemblée? 
Un homme d'esprit a dit qu'elle n'était qu'une salle de discussion. OU 
était le pouvoir de cette Chambre au dehors? Quelle action, quelle 
influence exercgait-elle sur ceux qui gouvernaient le pays? Votre langue 
était alors exclue des bareaux publics. Aujourd'hui on 1l'y voit partout; 
elle est maintenant sur le méme pied, que la langue anglaise. Voila le 
résultat du systéme, si blamable suivant vous, que nous avons suivi. Je 
laisse 4 mes collégues, a juger quel aurait été pour mes compatriotes 
le résultat de l'oposition 4 outrance que préconise l'honorable membre; 
il serait encore en France!101 

Mais ce qu'il doit y avoir de pénible non seulement pour moi, mais 
encore pour tous mes collégues dans le ministére, et pour la majorité 
de cette chambre gui nous soutient de sa confiance, ce sont les accusations 
de la vénalité et de servilité que l'honorable membre a eu le courage 
de lancer contre nous, et qu'il n'a cessé de répéter, comme pour nous 
faire croire 4 sa sincérité. Eh! bien, M. l'orateur, j'interpelle 
l'honorable membre qui vient de se montrer si courageux! Qu'il mette 
la main a l'endroit ot il doit @tre supposé avoir une conscience, et 
qu'il déclare, s'il croit lui-méme ce qu'il a dit?102 


MR. REC. GEN. VIGER.--L'honorable membre pour le comté de St.-Maurice 
nous a fait un trés long discours. I1 lui a plu de faire une observation 
dans laquelle je suis concerné d'une maniére particuliére. I1 m'a reproché 
d'avoir accepté la situation de receveur-général de la province, tandis 
que j'étais 4 la téte d'une banque de cette cité. Je désirerais en con- 
séquence connaitre s'il existe quelque régle passée dans cette Chambre 
qui fisse voir l'incompatibilité de ces deux situations, s'il existe 
quelque loi de la législature qui empéche un individu de remplir une 
place honorable en méme temps qu'une situation privée? Quant 4 moi, quand 
la situation de receveur-général m'a été offerte, j'ignorais qu'il n'y 
ait aucune loi de cette nature et je l'ignore encore, quelques recherches 
que j'aie pu faire a cet effet. La seul loi que j'ai vu concernant la 
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situation que j'occupe, c'est que j'étais obligé de donner deux cautions, 
ce que j'ai fait immédiatement, 

Si l'honorable membre prétend faire de mon acceptation de cette place, 
un sujet d'accusation soit contre moi, soit contre 1l'administration, il 
en a toute la liberté. Pour moi, je n'ai vu aucune loi qui m'empéche 
de prendre cette situation, et quand je suis entré dans 1'administration, 
on ne m'a fait aucune condition. Aurait-on fait un semblable reproche 
a la derniére administration? Je veux parler de la situation de M, McGill, 
qui était le président de la Banque de Montréal. Y-a-t-il eu quelque 
désapprobation 4 ce sujet; les membres de cette Chambre se sont-ils montrés 
disposés 4 condamner la chose? Non. I1 est vrai qu'une vois en a fait 
l'observation. Mais il n'y a pas eu d'enquéte. 

Je suis informé que la méme remarque a été faite dans le conseil: 
mais la résolution qu'on y a présentée a ce sujet a @été perdue. Pourquoi 
l'honorable membre vient-il donc m'accuser de ce que je suis sur le 
banc? Est-ce parce que j'ai eu l'avantage d'avoir @té pendant 15 ans 
président de la banque du peuple, ce qui, dans mon humble opinion, a pu 
procurer quelque bien au pays? Tout le temps que j'ai été dans la ville 
de Montréal, j'ai dévoué mon temps 4 cette institution; et l'on sait 
que je n'ai jamais recu de rémunération pour mes services. Je n'en ai 
jamais demandé. Ce n'était pas mon but. 

En 1843, ayant jugé a propos d'aller demeurer 4 la campagne, je 
sollicitai mes amis de ne vouloir plus m'élire le président de cette 
institution, voir que j'@étais dans une situation 4 ne pouvoir plus 
leur rendre les mémes services. Ils ont persisté, ils ont toujours 
voulu me garder comme président de cette institution. Le printems dernier, 
en raison de la situation que j'occupais, je pouvais espérer étre plus 
utile 14 que pendant mon séjour 4 la campagneé mais je me suis trompé. Mes 
occupations m'ont empéché de pouvoir assister aux délibérations de son 
comité de direction. En conséquence, j'ai pris la détermination de donner 
‘1a résignation; mais je prie cette assemblée de considérer que ce n'est 
pas parce que j'étais receveur général, que je l'ai fait. Car je dis 
que si, sous ce rapport, on m'en eut fait la condition, je me serais 
au moins réservé le droit d'y penser. J'ai donné ma résignation sur 
le principe seul que mes occupations ne pouvaient me permettre de rendre 
a la banque, les services qu'on pouvait attendre de moi, et, en conséquence, 
je les priais d'accepter ma résignation. Je suis encore en négotiation 
avec ces messieurs, la chose n'est pas encore terminée, quoique tout 
d'abord je me suis mis dans la position d'une résignation. 

Si cette Chambre juge a propos de passer les résolutions pour 
empécher les membres de 1'administration de se livrer a des occupations 
particuliéres, alors ceux qui seront appelés 4 chaque charge, seront les 
maitres d'accepter ou non; ce sera 4 eux 4 juger si leur intérét le leur 
permet ou non. Mais je prierai cette Chambre de considérer que 1l'ad- 
ministration sous le mode dont elle est composée est sujette 4 varier 
aA chaque instant! Aujourd'hui nous sommes en situation, demain peut- 
étre ne le serons—nous pas. Or, est-il possible, avec un tel état de 
choses, d'exiger qu'un individu renonce 4 un bon emploi particulier, 
pour accepter une place qu'il ne pourrait peut-étre occuper que quelques 
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mois? C'est une chose 4 laquelle nous sommes toujours exposés; car si 
je regarde mes prédécesseurs, je vois qu'ils n'ont fait que passer. Si 
j'ai @té précédé par deux ou trois personnes dans un rien de temps, la 
méme chose ne peut-elle pas m'arriver? Ne puis-je pas @tre, au premier 
moment, forcé de laisser ma situation? Quel est donc l'homme qui 
voudrait consentir a abandonner toutes ses espérances privées, pour une 
situation qui peut ne durer, peut-étre, qu'un instant?103 


DR. DAVIGNON.--M. 1'Orateur.--J'aurais donné mon vote sous silence 
sur la question présente, si l'hon. membre pour St.Maurice n'avait pas 
fait allusion 4 la conduite que j'ai jugé 4 propos de tenir dans la 
derniére session, au sujet de la loi des banqueroutes. Je dois dire, 
M. l'orateur, que j'ai retiré mon bill alors, convaincu comme je 
l'étais et comme je le suis encore, que les intéréts d'une classe 
particuliére doivent @tre mis de c6té lorsqu'il s'agit de l'intérét 
général du pays. Je dois de plus 4 mon caractére de déclarer que je 
n'étais pas alors influencé par le ministére, et je puis assurer l'hon. 
membre de St.Maurice que je suis parfaitement indépendant du ministére. 
Je suis bien décidé, M. l'orateur, 4 supporter l'administration, si, 
comme j'en suis bien convaincu, elle vient en avant avec de bonnes 
mesures, de méme que je suis bien décidé a lui retirer mon faible 
appui, si elle manque 4 son devoir. Puisque j'en ai l'occasion, M. 
L'orateur, je dois dire 4 l'honorable membre pour St.Maurice, que 
moi aussi, j'ai protesté contre le bill d'Union, qu'il se rappelle 
l'élection du comté de Rouville en 1841. Les @lecteurs que j'ai 
l'honneur de représenter ont scellé de leur sang au poll, alors leur 
protét contre ce bill qui n'a été inventé que pour nous perdre; mais 
je dois aussi déclarer, M. l'orateur, que je n'ai pas aujourd'hui 
contre ce bill la méme aversion que j'avais alors, depuis que j'ai vu 
s'unir au parti auquel je me fais un honneur d'appartenir, des amis tels 
que ceux avec qui je vais avoir le plaisir de voter ce soir. Je dois 
de plus dire ici que l'expérience que j'ai acquise en politique m'a 
fait décider 4 ne suivre que ma conscience, sans é@tre influencé par 
qui que ce soit, c'est ce qui fait que je voterai avec Ae ae pour 
les résolutions de mon honorable ((ami))pour Leinster. 104 


MR. MCCONNELL said that as it was intended to vote upon the whole of 
the Address, and not to take each paragraph separately, he would be obliged 
to make a few remarks which he would otherwise have reserved until the 
paragraphs which they referred to came under discussion. The Address 
said, in reference to the School Act, that all opposition to the School 
Bill had disappeared. He did not know where this information was obtained, 
but it certainly was not from his part of the country where the School 
Bil1195 had proved an entire failure. (Hear, hear. )+6 With regard to the 
paragraph which spoke of the increased Representation, he thought that an 
increase in the Representation was not called for, there might have been 
petitions praying for it, but not from his part of the country; there might 
be good reasons for such increase, but he must confess he did not see any. 
They were deep in debt, and an increase in the Representation must 
increase their expense. When the other day, he had looked into the Cour 
Queen's Bench, he thought something was required there. --When he looked 
at the state of their Public Works, he thought that something must be done 
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to put them in such as would enable them to pay the interest on the large 
sums expended on them, and these objects would require all the money they 
could spare. It would be necessary to increase the Representation, he dare 
say, in some newly settled parts of the Province, but certainly not through- 
out the whole Province generally, and he was against increasing expenditure 
until the improvements he had just spoken of were first completed. In 
consequence of the Address Ceres the few paragraphs he had just 

spoken of, he could not vote for it. 07 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS said there were one or two subjects to which 
the hon. and learned member for St.Maurice referred in his speech on the 
preceding evening, to which he desired to allude. The hon. member was 
pleased to refer to one of the measures of the Administration,--the 
issuing of Debentures, and he asserted that by that means they had very 
seriously injured the public credit, and also that they had not taken 
those steps which they ought to have done to obtain the money necessary 
for carrying on the public business. Now, the hon. and learned gentleman 
ought to be aware what steps the Government had taken before he made such 
a charge as that. (Hear, hear.) When the present Administration took 
office, they found that their predecessors had been endeavouring for some 
time to obtain loans in England to negotiate the Debentures previously 
authorized by the Legislature. From that time up to the present, it 
had been found impossible to negotiate any of these Debentures. The 
late Administration, before going out of office, had made very large 
contracts for carrying on the public works. It was not now the time 
to discuss the prudence or wisdom of those contracts, but it was abso- 
lutely necessary that the works should be gone on with; and he would 
say this, that notwithstanding all the remarks which had been made, both 
in the House and out of doors, with regard to the position of the 
Government as to the credit of the Province, that the only embarrassment 
now felt was in consequence of their being obliged to go on with these 
works--from the fact that £150,000 had been expended on public works over 
and above the amount of the loans which had been negotiated. If they had 
been able to negotiate a loan, Government would have had no occasion to 
issue Debentures, and they would have been able to go on with the ordinary 
business of the Government without difficulty. The hon. member for St. 
Maurice complained that the Debentures were too small, and spoke of them 
as being for such pitiful sums. He (Mr. Hincks) had generally heard 
complaints the other way, viz., that they were too large. If they had 
been smaller, no doubt they would have been more current--As there was 
no large amount of capital in this Province to take a loan, and as they 
were unable to negotiate one elsewhere, the most convenient mode that 
could be adopted was the one the Government took, viz., to issue these 
Debentures receivable for public dues. True, they had not kept ail the 
time at par; but in this part of the Province, they had been nearly so, 
at all events. What else could the Government do under the circumstances? 
SIR A. MACNAB.--Call Parliaments: 
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MR. H. SHERWOOD.--By what authority? 
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SIR A. MACNAB.--By the authority of Act of Pariiament!2++ 


MR. H. SHERWOOD.--Of last Session? tt? 
SIR A. MACNAB.--Yes! and some others! 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS((in continuation) ) --The hon, member for St. 
Maurice was afraid that all the money expended on our canals would prove 
to have been wasted. He differed from the hon. gentleman when he said 
that these canals would never be used, and that sea-going vessels would 
not go up to the Lakes. Well, and if they did not, vessels from the 
interior would go to Quebec, as they had been doing last season. There 
was no doubt that the opening of these canals had already produced a 
very great reduction in freights between the ports on the Western route 
and the city of Quebec. He felt sanguine that these canals would yet 
pay, and pay very handsomely, notwithstanding their apparently discourag- 
ing state at present. (Hear, hear.) The hon. member for St.Maurice had 
referred to a protest against the Union in 1841, and had alluded to him- 
self and his hon. friend near him (Mr. Price) as having signed it. Now, 
if the hon. member would but refer to the Journals of that period, and to 
the resolutions moved in amendment to the Address, which he (Mr. Hincks) 
supported, he would find that there was nothing in those resolutions to 
which he (Mr.Hincks) was not prepared to subscribe now. At that time, it 
was well known that he was not adverse to the principles of the Union, 
although he objected to some clauses of the Union Act, most of which had 
now been repealed--such as the clause whereby the Civil List was voted 
by the Imperial Parliament, and the clause relating to the French language, 
both of which he had strenuously opposed. The question of representation 
was at that time a very strong objection to the Union; but circumstances 
had since greatly changed. The relative population of Upper and Lower 
Canada was not now what it was in 1841. There was now but a very slight 
difference between the population of the two Provinces. After some 
further remarks on the system of representation in the State of New 
York, which, he said, was not based on population, Mr. Hincks resumed 
his seat. A 
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COL. PRINCE wished to say a few Sosa 


Cries of spoke, Botte 

COL. PRINCE.--But there had been_an amendment moved since, and he 
wished to speak a few words on it tl? He had looked through the amendment, 
and intended to support it. (Ironical cheers.) It was an amendment to which 
he would particularly call the attention of the very liberal gentlemen who 
call themselves "Exclusive Reformers." It was an amendment which invited 
them to carry out those liberal principles which they had to his (Col. 
Prince's) knowledge for many years promulgated and asked for. He should 
call on his hon. and learned friend the Attorney General East to support 
this amendment, and also upon the two members of Two Mountains and 
Beauharnois. He would ask their support, because they had advocated 
similar doctrines in a former day; and he would show, by the Journals 
of the House, that these gentlemen, so fond of accusing others of 
inconsistency, were themselves inconsistent. (Laughter.) The amendment 
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asked for "liberal institutions." Why, the very words were enough to 
charm every one in these days; and then it set forth the reform needed. 
Now, he asked the gentlemen composing the Administration and their 
supporters, if they would have objected to this amendment if they had 
been out of power? He asked the Attorney General West, if there was 
anything objectionable to him in this amendment, except the proposal 
that the Legislative Council should be elective, which he had always 
opposed, but which he (Col Prince) was not sure would not be a very 
sensible enactment? (Ironical cheers.) Could the "Reformers" beat 
him in liberality? (Loud laughter.) That laugh was the laugh of triumph; 
the Ministry wanted no alteration now because they were in power-- 

The Devil was sick, 

The Devil a monk would be; 

The Devil got well, 

But devil a monk was he. 
(Loud laughter.)118 If they had been out of office they would have voted 
for it, but now they were in power and they would not.--(Hear.) Let them 
refer to the Journals of Lower Canada, not a great many years ago, (only 
in 1834,) during the famous 92 Resolutions and they will find that the 
Hon. Attorney General East was no stranger to them. (Mr. Lafontaine 
voted for them.) In the 17th Resolution he found the same sentiment 
embodied which was contained in the amendment; and upon referring to the 
votes taken upon that Resolution he found amongst those who supported it 
the names of Lafontaine, Morin, and Scott. So much for that part of it. 
So anxious were the hon. members for an elective Legislative Council, that 
next year, he found they addressed the Queen, and the Imperial Parliament, 
praying for general reform. (Here the hon. member read an extraction out 
of the Addresses.) The vote upon that question was Yeas, 55, Nays 7, and 
amongst those who supported that Address were Messrs. DeWitt, Lafontaine, 
and Morin. He did not intend to reproach them for the vote which they 
gave on that question but he merely wanted to ask how they could reconcile 
themselves to vote against the amendment which contains the same speech 
which was embodied in it.119 Ironical cheers.120 


MR. H. SCOTT (of Two Mountains) said he did not intend to vote for the 
amendment, at the time of the 92 Resolutions, they were under a very 
different state of things, they had a very large majority in the 
Legislative Assembly and passed many measures for the improvement of the 
country; but all these measures were legalized in the Legislative 
Council at that time. Then the Legislative Council was a very different 
body: it was chiefly composed of members of the family compact, of a 
set of men who whispered into the ears of each of Her Majesty's 
Representatives as they arrived in this country. In fact, it was they 
who drove the people of the country into the rebellion which followed, 
and if the present Legislative Council was composed of similar men or 
acted in the same manner, he would vote again for making it elective, 
as he did on that occasion. In now voting against the amendment, he 
gave his sincere vote, and he desired it to be believed to be such. 
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He did not agree on every word contained in the Address, the School Act, 
he dared say, did not give satisfaction in many parts of the country, 
and would require to be amended--(Hear, hear.) The Municipal Act, also, 
did not please the country and would require to be amended; but he said, 
if they wished to give a vote for the present Ministry they ought not 

to ... each word in the Address; and if a division took place upon any 
paragraph which he could not exactly concur in, he would vote for it, 
until the Ministry had been allowed to alter it. He wished to give them 
a fair trial, as had been given their predecessors; it was only when 

the fast ministry neglected the interests of the country that he deserted 
them. 


DR. NELSON then rose, and began to speak in Eceuch =o 

Cries arose of "In English." 
DR. NELSON.--He told them he would speak in English after he had spoken 

in French . M. L'Orateur, je n'ai pas eu l'avantage de me trouver ici 

au commencement de ce débat. Je désire savoir de vous si par la question 

qui se trouve devant la Chambre il s'agit de répondre 4 ume, deux, ou 

trois des clauses de l'adresse, ou bien 1l'adresse en entier?125 


M. MORIN l'Orateur--Le débat est sur l'adresse toute entiére. I1 
y a une motion et un amendement. 


DR. NELSON.--Eh! bien, M. l'Orateur, quoique qu'il y ait un peu de 
différence d'opinion, 4 ce qu'il parait, ca ne m'empéchera pas de faire 
les remarques que je dois faire. Je devrais dire d'abord que la position 
que paraissent avoir pris nos voisins de l'autre c6té, me parait une 
position qui leur fait bien honneur, qu'il y a beaucoup de force de 
caractére dans la position qu'ils ont prise. Et il me semblait que je 
devais en conclure qu'on avait tort de vouloir 4 tout moment jeter des 
embarras dans leur passage. Je suis faché, je le dis du fond de mon 
coeur, de voir que la premiére disposition contraire qui a été manifestée 
ici a été manifestée de la part de l'honorable membre pour St.-Maurice. 

Je prouverai qu'il a manifesté une détermination de tout arréter... 
s'il pouvait. Ila eu l'air de se jeter 4 corps perdu dans ce sentier qui 
paraissait mener au bonheur de son pays. La premiére occasion ot il a 
manifesté ces dispositions, est une occasion ot lui plutdt que tout autre 
homme, dans tout le pays, aurait di voir qu'il ne devait pas agir ainsi. 
Comment, M. L'Orateur, le gouvernement veut bien passer l1'éponge sur les 
événements, dans lesquels personne n'a plongé plus que l'honorable membre 
lui-méme, qui, dis-je, n'a rien oublié ni rien appris, et l'honorable 
membre vient semer parmi nous la discorde? Ila dit que le ministére 
était profond comme l'abime, muet comme la tombe. Je dis moi que lui 
l'honorable membre a été muet, jusqu'a ce qu'il efit pu réussir a recevoir 
de l'argent...son Dieu...son grand Dieu! 

C'est aprés qu'il efit recu ses 18000 piastres, que sa langue s'est 
débilée. Oh! il n'avait plus de mutisme. Voild mon homme déterminé 4 
ramender les événements passés...si c'était possible. Il_a usé d'une 
indiscrétion qui serait a répudier chez un jeune homme .t Il accuse d'une 
maniére grossiére et révoltante toute la presse libérale du pays, la 128 
Minerve, les Mélanges Religieux, le Journal de Québec, le Pilot, et meme 
un journal ... qui est défunt, rédigé par un jeune canadien qui a fait 
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honneur 4 son pays; je veux dire 1'éditeur de la Revue, [1 a attaqué un 
autre jeune monsieur, bien jeune en effet, qui démontre un talent bien 
supérieur, une connaissance que l'honorable membre lui-méme pouvait, avec 
beaucoup d'avantage, avoir. Ila dit de 1'éditeur des Mélanges--ce mince 
éditeur, ce trés mince éditeur!!29 J'ai le plaisir de bien connaftre ce 
jeune monsieur, et je dis qu'il est bien peu libéral de la part de l'hon. 
membre de St.Maurice de l'attaquer avec aussi peu de réserve. I1 serait 
heureux aussi, pour le pays, qu'il ne fut pas forcé 4 devenir le témoin 
du triste spectacle d'un homme 4gé, se débattant en maniaque, lorsqu'il 
devrait se faire remarquer par la pensée et la discrétion. Quant aux 
autres journaux, sur lesquels l'hon. membre déverse toute sa bile, sa 
haine et sa rancune, je dis hautement que, rédigés par des hommes de 
talents incontestables, ils ont rendu d'immenses services au pays, en 
démasquant les intentions et leurs suites malheureuses, de la conduitet 
de l'honorable membre. Voila leur seul péché, et nul doute qu'un 
peuple généreux ne sache témoigner une reconnaissance solide et sincére 
des bienfaits que leur a rendu la presse libérale. "Mince éditeur!” 
certes, les 13 apdtres de l'honorable membre sont de dignes personnages! 
Ce sont des hommes d'un poids et d'une influence sans bornes! I1 est 
pénible de voir l'honorable membre tenter de pervertir, et isoler de 
leurs compatriotes tant de jeunes gens qui, par leurs talents, pour- 
raient devenir des hommes utiles au pays; qui, je me flatte, revien- 
dront bientdét a de bons sentiments et feront honneur 4 leurs compatriotes!131 
Mais 4 présent, ils sont des instruments de discorde, ils cherchent 4 
semer les dissentions et a causer le désordre dans notre société et par 
tout le pays. 132 

Il a dit qu'on avait publié des mensonges. S'il y a eu des mensonges, 
moi, je ne m'en suis pas appercu. Mais moi, je puis dire, qu'il n'y a 
pas eu de parjure. Je vais lui faire quelques questions. I1 dit qu'il 
y a eu du mensonge.1 Je lui demande, s'il n'est pas vrai qu'il a ému 
tout le pays, et qu'il était le grand et le seul ape de l'agitation en 
18372 S'il n'a pas organisé l'opposition armée?134 fait distribuer des 
munitions?135 s'il n'a pas appointé des généraux?136 Est-il vrai qu'il 
a 6té la téte de l'organisation de St.-Denis?13/ S'il ne s'est pas enfui 
lachement de St.-Denis, au commencement méme de l'action, bien qu'il fit 
déja assez @loigné pour @tre hors danger dans ma propre maison? Je lui 
demande, en la présence de ce Dieu, devant lequel, lui et moi, selon 
l'ordre de la nature, devront bientdt paritre, s'il est vrai que Louis- 
Antoine Desaulles, m'a parlé 4 9 heurs du matin, le 21 novembre 1837138 
le jour de la bataille de St.-Denis?139 


M. PAPINEAU.--Oui, dans votre maisonl40. 


Marques de satisfaction bien prononcée dans les te 


DR. NELSON.--Alors ... c'était un horrible parjure, et .. M. Papineau 
((est)) un suborneur de parjure.142 


Les amis de M. Papineau, le COL. PRINCE, SIR A. MACNAB, le COL. GUGY 
et autres prirent la défense de M. Papineau, et il s'ensuivit beaucoup de 
pruitl43, 
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M. CAUCHON.--M. L'orateur, je demande qu'on vide les galeries.144 


M. PAPINEAU-.--M. l'orateur, je demande qu'on rappelle dans les bornes 
du respect et de la raison, l'honorable membre qui parle sous 1l'influence 
de la colére et de l'oubli du passé.145 


MR. CHIEF COM. P. W. TACHE., Je demande qu'on arréte la discussion; 
on ne doit pas entrer dans des personnalités.146 


DR. NELSON.--Je suis surpris que mon jeune ami veuille m'empécher de 
parler, aprés avoir permis a l'’honorable membre de déblatérer contre tout 
le monde, pendant trois heures. Je crois aussi qu'il serait nécessaire 
de faire vider les galeries; il y a 14 ( en fixant les galeries du doigt) 
des jeunes personnes 4 la solde de l'honorable membre pour le comté de 
St.-Maurice. 


M. PAPINEAU.--C'est un mensonge.148 


M. MORIN, L'ORATEUR.--Si on insiste 4 faire vider galeries, je le 
ferai.149 


Tous les membres excepté M. NELSON et CAUCHON, on (sic), non; ce 
n'est pas nécessaire.150 


DR. NELSON reprit son discours..7+ Je regretterais d'avoir fait quel- 
ques remarques qui auraient blesser (sic) les susceptibilités de qui que 
ce soit, a l'exception de l'honorable membre pour St.-Maurice. Mais je 
regrette que quand je ne parle pas avec plus de force qu'il l'a fait 
pendant trois heures, il ne me soit pas permis de le blamer. I1 nous 
a parlé de tout ainsi; et de toute sorte de chose. L'Europe n'était pas 
assez, les vivants n'étaient pas assez pour lui; il fallait réveiller les 
morts, faire revivre les @événements et il ne sera permis 4 personne de 
lui répondre; on ne me permettra pas de faire usage d'un langage qu'il 
a lui-méme employé sans nécessité? mes remarques étaient devenues 
nécessaires par les remarques qu'il avait faites. Ila parlé de 
sceptiques.152 L'hon. membre s'est plu 4 dire qu'il avait beaucoup 
d'amis parmi les sceptiques: hommes honnétes, probes et distingués!153 
C'est 4 Paris qu'il en a un plus grand nombre; il a pris leurs principes. 
Je ne le lui envie pas ces amis, ni son affection pour eux et pour le 
scepticisme. Aussi 1'hon. membre n'a pas rougi de dire qu'il n'applaudis- 
sait pas l'homme religieux et que, de l'autre c6té, il ne blamait pas 
l'homme sans religion!!! Ces sentiments, cette communauté d'idées avec 
ses braves confréres sceptiques nous expliqueront bien des choses sur 
le compte de l'hon. membre. I1 posséde le talent peu utile de vouloir 
tout démolir, sans pouvoir rien ériger. Il y a plus de 40 années qu'il 
est dans la vie publique, et nous avons encore 4 gotiter les premiers 
fruits de ses talents, en faits pratiques. Peut-étre est-ce que dis- 
position de famille, que de toujours avoir 4a redire 4 tout, sans possé- 
der la capacité de faire nul bien. Son parent, M. C.B. Viger, s'est 
occupé pendant 21 années a faire un bill de judicature, et lorsque la 
parturition qui suivit ce long travail s'opéra, on découvrit que c'était 
un monstre, et il fut étouffé en venant au jour. Ensuite, il dirigea ses 
talents 4 1l'accomplissement d'un loi au sujet du notariat, mais elle était 
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si incohérante, si vilaine, que les notaires, d'un commun accord, la 
repousserent avec dédain, 

Et encore, on voit ces hommes assumer une attitude d!importance, ils 
censurent tout, et veulent s'arroger le droit de tout dicter, et de tout 
mener. 

L'hon. membre a eu la complaisance de dire qu'il trouvait les tories 
moins méchans qu'il les avait crus; et aussi, qu'il trouvait les libéraux 
plus méchans qu'il les pensait, et de suite il déverse toute sorte d'injures 
sur ces derniers, et se range, corps et ame, avec l'opposition, dont il 
croit que l'accession au pouvoir serait un bonheur pour le pays! avec 
de semblables sentiments il ose se dire encore Canadien,--encore 1'ami 
de pays,--honte! honte! 

L'hon. membre pour St.-Maurice se réjouit des guerres civiles qui 
font ruisseler le sang en Europe. Selon lui, 1a les peuples ont du 
courage et de la détermination, et sont au niveau de leurs devoirs! 

Méme les enfants aux Etats-Unis savent apprécier leurs droits et leur 
liberté, tandis que chez nous, les hommes sont bas, serviles, et fléchis- 
sent devant l'autorité! Je demanderais a4 1'hon. membre, puisqu'il a 
appercu tant de bonheur partout ailleurs, lorsque le Canada était 
essentiellement un pays d'avillissement et d'esclavage, pourquoi est-il 
revenu de son Elysée, pour languir ici? Est-il juste chez lui de 
vouloir, pour son seul plaisir et avancement, semer la discorde dans 

une population qui désire retirer le plus grand avantage possible de 
l'état actuel des affaires publiques? Ne pourrait-on pas, a juste 

titre, appeler cet homme lée mauvais génie du Canada. 

Je passerai maintenant, M. l'orateur, a une revue trés succincte du 
projet de l'adresse 4 S.E. le gouverneur, que 1'hon. membre pour St.- 
Maurice trouve si défectueux et méme horrible et dangereux; d'abord il 
a nié que le pays ait joui d'une parfaite tranquilité depuis la derniére 
session de cette chambre. Peut-étre s'est-il imaginé que ses tentatives 
pour produire de l'agitation avaient porté fruit et que nous étions 
encore 4 la veille d'un bouleversement général. Dieu merci, l'hon. 
membre est aujourd'hui, estimé 4 sa propre valeur, et il est devenu 
impuissant. J'affirme que nous avons, en dépit de son machiavélisme, 
joui d'une profonde paix,--le seul sentier qui puisse conduire au bonheur 
des peuples. 

J'appuie cordialement les sentimens exprimés dans le second paragraphe: 
oui, les Canadiens sont attachés 4 un bon ordre de choses, lequel nous 
avons toutes raisons d'étre persuadés, s'il est honnétement observé, ne 
peut que produire un contentement général, et par 14 méme assurer le 
crédit de la province, dont rien n'était plus propre 4 produire la 
chite, que les efforts jaloux, faits depuis un an par 1'hon. membre pour 
St.-Maurice. Quelques grands capitalistes en Angleterre, auxquels de 
nos entreprenans compatriotes s'étaient adressés pour effectuer des 
emprunts, ont répondu: "Nous avons des fonds 4 placer, mais on ne peut 
vous en donner l'avantage, puisque votre grand chef commence de nouveau 
a agiter le Canada;--nous ne pouvons ainsi risquer notre argent!" Or, 
si la détresse est si générale parmi nous dans le moment actuel, nous 
avons 4 en remercier l'agitation intempestive, insensée et malhonnéte, 
suscitée par 1'hon. membre pour St.-Maurice. 
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Nous devons, de tout coeur, reconnaitre la clémence de Sa Majesté 
anvers (sic) nous fréres malheureux encore éloignés de leur pays, et de 
tout ce qu'ils ont de plus cher. Mais voici encore que l'hon. membre 
veut retarder le bonheur de ces infortunés hommes, dont le plus grand 
péché est d'avoir mis trop de confiance dans ce chef fougueux, ingrat 
et incapable! Partout il voit du mystére et du mal. 

Nous devons tous é@tre flattés de ce que l'usage de la langue des 
premiers habitants du pays dans les procédés législatifs, leur soit 
rendu. Elle leur appartient sans contredit et le traité est 1a pour 
leur en témoigner le droit. Un petit nombre d'étrangers voulaient en 
ravir la jouissance aux descendants des Francais, comme ils auraient 
aussi désiré @tendre la proscription 4 leurs droits et coutumes. 

On devrait ressentir quelque reconnaissance et quelque satisfaction, 
en apprenant que le pays doit dorénavant avoir sous son contrdle entier 
le département des pastes. Les communications deviendront inoubliable- 
ment plus faciles et générales, et nos habitans, en conséquence, 
prendront plus de gotit 4 correspondre entre eux et a s'abonner aux 
papiers-nouvelles. 

L'augmentation projetée dans la représentation, fait grand honneur 
a nos ministres. Le pays pourra alors faire connaitre sa volonté et 
ses besoins plus amplement, tout en souhaitant aux ministres les moyens 
de controéler la chambre. C'est un acte d'abnégation et de justice 
de leur part, qui fait infiniment honneur 4 leurs vues sages et 
désintéressées. 

Tout Canadien, ami des lumiéres et de leur dissémination dans son 
pays, voit avec grande satisfaction que l'opposition qu'on portait au 
fonctionnement du bill des écoles a cessé, et que chacun commence 4 
reconnaitre l'avantage et la nécessité absolue de l'éducation. Nous 
pouvons @tre persuadés que 1'éteignoir en chef, M. A.B. Papineau n'a 
pas agi et déblatéré contre cette loi sans l'approbation et le support, 
peut-@tre: la direction de son cousin, l'hon. membre pour St.-Maurice. 
Réjouissons-nous que malgré les efforts de ces hommes pervers, despoti- 
ques et @goistes, la sainte cause de l'éducation prévaudra. Et en ceci 
cette famille tyrannique voit le tombeau de son ascendance absolue,--elle 
voit disparaite l'asservissement dans lequel ils ambitionnaient de tenir 
leurs compatriotes enchainés 4 leur seul et propre avancement. 

N'étant pas avocat,--et peut-étre est-il heureux que je ne le sois 
pas,--je dirai au sujet d'un projet de nouvelle loi de judicature que 
tous les hommes de loi me paraissent désirer des changements. J'ai 
assez de confiance dans les hommes distingués qui sont au pouvoir, pour 
6tre persuadé qu'ils feront justice au besoin de la profession, et qu'ils 
introduiront un bill aussi parfait que le permettent les circonstances 
et la situation actuelle du pays. 

Quant au chemin de fer entre Halifax et Québec, je serai charmé de le 
voir mis en oeuvre,--pourvu toutefois, que toutes les dépenses ne soient 
pas défrayés par nous. Il est vrai que le pays pourra en retirer beaucoup 
de bien, mais il est également vrai que nous avons d'autres oeuvres plus 
urgentes 4 compléter, et peu de moyens pour les accomplir. 

Les comptes publics sont en effet d'une importance vitale, et la 
chambre s'empressera de voter les moyens nécessaires pour défrayer les 
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dépenses d'une administration sage et économique, et on peut se bien 
persuader que le ministére actuel mettra la plus stricte surveillance 
dans les déboursés du gouvernement. 

Il est bien vrai que le Canada a ressentir (sic) d'une maniére toute 
particuliére , la dépression dans son commence, mais des faits de pareille 
nature, arrivent 4 des @poques, plus ou moins @loignées dans tous les 
pays, surtout en Angleterre, dont le commerce est étendu chez tous les 
peuples. Mais nous avons raison de nous flatter que cet état de crise 
et de dépression ne sera pas de longue durée. 

On devrait enrégistrer notre gratitude envers la mére-patrie, pour 
l'assurance que nous venons de recevoir de Son Excellence, qu'elle est 
disposée 4 nous accorder la NAVIGATION LIBRE; circonstance qui tendrait 
inévitablement 4 beaucoup augmenter le revenu par les taux sur les canaux, 
sans compter maints autres importants avantages qui en résulteraient pour 
le pays. I1ly a, pour ainsi dire, certitude, qu'en bien peu d'années, 
les argents provenant de cette source suffiront a rencontrer les dépenses 
de notre gouvernement. Partout, l'hon. membre pour St.-Maurice, a 1'ét- 
range hardiesse de nous dire, que ''nos canaux alimentés par le majestueux 
et inépuisable St.Laurent sont 4 sec durant 1l1'éte." I1 maintient que le 
commerce de l'ouest doit de toute nécessité passer par le canal Erié. 

Il veut envoyer les Etats-Unis a la ruine de son propre pays! I1 

veut tout envoyer 1a, laissant de cdété les immenses avantages que la 
nature nous a fournis, en nous rendant maitres d'un des plus grands 
fleuves du monde entier. I1 ignore, sans doute, que le canal Erié 
compte 360 milles et que le trajet de Buffalo a4 Troy, occupe sept 4 
huit jours; tandis qu'il n'y a que 60 milles de canaux depuis le Lac 
Erié au golfe St.Laurent, et que le trajet se fait dans le court espace 
de trois jours au plus. Et nos canaux admettent des vaissaux qui portent 
six fois la quantité de produit, de ceux qui fréquentent les canaux 
américains. En vérité, il faut @tre saisi d'une triste monomanie pour 
parler ainsi; pour vouloir de la sorte, injurier, et ruiner son propre 
pays, parce que l'hon. membre pour St.Maurice n'en est pas le grand 
chef et le dictateur. 

Le Canada ne pourra jamais prospérer ni son commerce fleurir, si des 
personnes comme l'hon. membre se permettaient de répandre de telles 
absurdités. Calomnier son pays et ses compatriotes, n'est assurément 
pas le moyen d'affermir leur caractére et leur faire prendre cette belle 
position parmi les peuples de la terre que la nature semble leur avoir 
assigné. Celui qui s'opposera a la confection de canaux qui sont non 
a faire, mais a achever, doit @tre honni, comme l'ennemi le plus noir 
du sol de sa naissance. On doit, sans aucun doute, se glorifier de ce 
que la dette qui pése maintenant sur le pays n'a pas é@té contractée par 
la guerre, mais bien en développant ses resources et elle permet un retour 
bien au-dela de l'estimation que 1'on pourrait en faire en ce moment. 

Nous n'avons guére 4 appréhender le renouvellement de la peste qui 
nous a affligés il y a deux ans. Les mesures de prévention qui ont été 
adoptées en Angleterre, et celles qui l'ont été ici, et le seront encore 
plus généralement 1'été prochain, nous mettront, je crois, 4 l'épreuve 
d'une pareille catastrophe. Mais voila encore que l'hon. membre pour 
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St.Maurice, comme le mauvais génie du pays, paraft vouloir attirer sur 
nos pas, non seulement cette visite que l'on craint avec tant de raison, 
mais aussi introduire le choléra; et, remarquez bien, tous ces désastres 
passés sont dis, selon lui, au ministére actuel, et sans doute, tous les 
fléaux qui devront désoler notre pays, méme 4 des temps é@loignés, recon- 
naitront pour auteurs, les hommes que nous avons placés au pouvoir! 
(Rires.) 

Le peuple devrait @tre reconnaissant des efforts qui vont é@tre faits, 
pour subvenir aux dépenses encourues pour la dissémination générale de 
l'éducation, ce qui devra incontestablement @étre une source de bienfaits 
pour le peuple, nonobstant les sourdes menées, mises en oeuvre pas les 
éteignoirs, ces ennemis acharnés du pays. 

Nous avons di, avant ce moment, @6tre pénétrés de la conviction que 
Son Excellence, concourt cordialement, avec tous les vrais amis du pays, 
4 en promouvoir le bonheur et l'avancement. Travaillons tous d'un commun 
accord, nos efforts ne seront pas sans fruits ni récompense. 


MR. H. BOULTON said he could not support the amendment. He thought that 
it was in the Union of the Province that their strength consisted; and 
the proper course to be adopted was in their acting as if they were 
altogether independent. He felt anxious to maintain the institutions 
of the country, just as if they were theoretically independent of any 
other power. With this view, he would firmly protest against the course 
pursued by hon. members of the House that evening. There was something 
commonly said of Greek and Greek, and they had in the House a war between 
one of one origin and one of another. The language used was altogether 
against decorum, and it was far from being right thus to indulge in 
personalities. More especially was he astonished that gentlemen of 
French origin should fight against one another. If her Majesty's 
Government had thrown the mantle of oblivion over the past, it was 
certainly far wrong for the parties who themselves had been interested 
in these events to bring them upon the floor of that House. (Hear, hear.) 
What did it matter to the members of Upper Canada, what was now said 
upon matters which had become history? The hon. member for St.Maurice 
had been taunted for receiving £4500; but if it had not been right, or 
fair, or honourable for him to get it, it would not have been given hin. 
That sum had been given to him by the unanimous vote of that House in 
1846. Respecting the Act of Amnesty, the House in 1844 memorialized 
her Majesty's Government for the pardon of all persons who had been 
mixed up in the event spoken of, and that they might be thrown into 
oblivion, but a precious oblivion it seemed to be! (Laughter.) Now 
that the persons so pardoned had come, it was wrong for them to 
rake past events up for the mere purpose of showing the feeling enter- 
tained by the one to the other. Against this course of conduct, he 
would enter his firm and solemn protest, and he would call on the 
Speaker to exert his authority for its suppression. It was not the 
origin or religion of one member or another they had to discuss, but 
the good of the country. He did not wish to impute motives in any 
one, nor did he think it right that motives should be imputed to any 
hon. member. If the Administration supported was good, the motive for 
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its support had nothing whatever to do with such questions, He trusted 
that the remarks he had made would be taken in good part, as he did not 
wish to say one word which would cause ill-feeling. He might say respect- 
ing their maritime laws he believed that he spoke the sentiments of many 
of this friends when he said that the Navigation Laws might be looked 

upon as repealed. 156 


COL. GUGY.--(en francais) M. l'orateur, dans des questions comme celle- 
ci, il se dégage parfois des nausées qui font lever le coeur. Aussi il 
n'a fallu rien moins pour vaincre la répugnation que j'avais 4 adresser 
cette Chambre, Cette répugnance a été vaincue par un incident qui 
pourra peut-étre paraitre minime. Je veux faire allusion au discours 
pour l'honorable membre pour le comté de Richelieu; surtout 4 cette 
partie de son discours dans laquelle il lui a plu d'attaquer 1'honneur 
d'un jeune homme de talents et de coeur, (M. Desaulles) dont 1'affection 
touchante pour son oncle dans le malheur, est pour lui et le pays entier 
un sujet d'éloge. Je n'ai pas eu l'habitude d'appuyer l'honorable membre 
pour le comté de St.-Maurice; je ne me léve pas pour le faire ce soir, 
mais je prends la parole pour revendiquer le droit du parlement et 
protéger de tout mon pouvoir un membre de cette Chambre qui me parait 
presque seul contre les attaques les plus inconvenantes. Toute ma vie 
parlementaire a été passée 4 opposer les vues de cet honorable membre. 
J'ai blamé la politique qu'il a suivie jusqu'ici; et je lui déclare 
aujourd'hui encore guerre ouverte; guerre ouverte 4 la vérité, mais 
guerre généreuse, franche et loyale. 

Je n'irai jamais jusqu'a lui faire l'injure de douter un instant qu'un 
des membres de sa famille puisse se déshonorer jusqu'au point de commet- 
tre le parjure. Tout en exprimant mon respect pour l'honorable procureur- 
général pour le Bas-Canada (M. Lafontaine) qui a prononcé ce soir, un 
discours qui me parait bien digne d'étre admiré, j'espére qu'il me sera 
permis aussi d'offrir a l'honorable membre pour le comté de Saint-Maurice 
l'hommage de ma plus sincére sympathie. I1 est bien certain que la 
position dans laquelle il se trouve est le résultat d'un amour qui me 
parait erroné mais honnéte, pour son pays. Suivant moi, il se trompe 
dans les moyens qu'il prend pour parvenir 4 son but, mais je crois qu'il 
se trompe honnétement. I1 me semble aussi, que quand méme il se tromperait, 
on ne pourrait pas le prouver par l'accusation que l'on porte contre un 
membre de sa famille qui n'a rien 4 faire avec la question. 

Je ne puis m'expliquer comment on a pu trouver dans une assertion 
comme celle qu'on a faite contre un de ses neveux, un moyen de faire voir 
qu'il se trompe dans ce qu'il pense @tre de nature 4a promouvoir le bien 
de son pays. Pour moi de semblables moyens me paraissent peu honnétes chez 
les hommes surtout qui lui doivent leur existence politique. Je ne puis, 
malgré l'oposition que je voue 4 l'honorable membre, m'empécher d'avoir 
pour lui toute la sympathie que mérite la position ou je le vois dans 
le moment. Je sais que cette position, toute abandonnée qu'elle parais- 
se, le fera grandir davantage, si c’est possible, dans l'opinion de ses 
compatriotes. I1 est conséquent lui au moins dans son tort. Ce tort, 
pour en venir 4 la question et éviter tous les subterfuges auxquels on a 
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eu recours, contrairement aux usages parlementaires; ce tort, c'est de 
vouloir donner 4 la population canadienne une supériorité sur l'autre 

partie de la population de ce pays. I1 veut, comme par le passé, que 

la population canadienne puisse dominer sur la population d'une autre 

origine. 

Pour moi, je résisterai 4 cette prétention dans tous les temps 4 
venir, comme j'y ai résisté dans tous les temps passés. Je vois dans 
cet honorable membre le coryphé du parti qui a toujours voulu cette 
supériorité, et je ne puis me défendre le respect qu'on doit toujours 
a celui qui a eu des opinions fortes et conséquentes, et qui les 
soutient aujourd'hui d'une maniére qui lui fera honneur, dans une 
chambre comme celle-ci, contre l'opinion et malgré ceux qui les profes- 
saient autrefois avec lui. 

Mais pour en revenir 4 ce jeune monsieur, qui a été si mal 4 propos 
et si inconvenablement attaqué, ce soir, dans cette enceinte, et qui se 
trouve étre l'accident qui m'a porté 4a surmonter la répugnance que 
j'avais 4 parler sur cette question, je dois dire ce que l'honorable 
membre pour le comté de St.-Maurice aurait pu dire lui-méme, mais que 
je puis dire plus convenablement et mieux que lui, moi qui ne lui dois 
rien, qui a toujours été son ennemi politique. 

Je sens que l'oposition qu'il m'a toujours faite a été honnéte et 
loyale. Je crois done ce jeune monsieur aussi incapable de se porter 
a une pareille bassesse que 1l'honorable membre pour Richelieu lui-méme. 
C'est tout ce que je me proposais de dire; et j'avoue que tantdt en 
rentrant dans cette Chambre et croyant y entendre discuter les affaires 
de l'état, je n'ai pas @6té peu surpris de voir qu'on y passait son tems 
a redire des injures sur des sujets qui nous sont tout 4 fait étrangers. 

Il conviendrait peut-étre maintenant, M. l'orateur, que je touche 
faiblement la question qui agite cette Chambre en ce moment. Je dirai 
donc que je donne la préférence 4 la politique de 1l’honorable procureur- 
général pour le Bas-Canada, puisque cette politique me parait plus 

L’honorable membre pour le comté de St.-Maurice parait avoir oublié 
que les franco-canadiens ne sont pas seuls dans le pays. I1 parait 
réver, il me pardonnera cette expression; il parait réver une supériorité 
pour ses compatriotes, que le cours des @événements, la force des choses, 
empéchera certainement de se réaliser. Ce pays est dans ce moment 1ié 
indissolublement au Haut-Canada. S'il ne l'était pas, on ne sait quels 
malheurs pourraient arriver. Ceux qui ne sont pas mus par un sentiment 
d'amour aveugle pour leur patrie, ne sauraient fermer les yeux 4 ce 
fait accompli. Dans le Bas-Canada un tiers de la population est 
anglaise. Comment serait-il possible que ces deux races ne dussent 
t6t ou tard, venir en contact les uns avec les autres, rentrer en 
guerre ouverte et entrainer ainsi sur le pays toutes les miséres des 
guerres civiles? Est-ce en Irlande? Est-ce en Chine, est-ce en aucun 
pays du monde qu'on ait jamais vu qu'il ait été possible pour des 
populations différentes de marcher ensemble, jouissant en tout de droits 
égaux? 

Je déclare donc avec le sentiment du plus profond respect pour les 
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canadiens, qu'il est impossible, selon moi s!ils ne se prétent pas a 
cette fusion que l'honorable procureur-général me parait reconnaitre 
comme nécessaire, des races en Canada, nous puissions jamais y vivre 
heureux. Au contraire, nous finirons par @tre livrés de nouveau 4a 
des guerres d'extermination. I1 faut donc éviter ces distinctions 
exclusives qui engendrent des combats inévitables qui ont eu lieu 
dans tout les pays ot il s'est trouvé rivalité de races, et qu'il 
est du devoir de toute législature de travailler 4 é@éviter. Je 
répéte donc que je vois dans la politique de l'honorable membre qui 
est procureur général pour le Bas-Canada, que je vois dis-je, dans 
sa politique, une disposition chez lui d'acquiséscer aux vues des 
membres pour le Haut-Canada sur ce sujet. C'est pour cela que je 
préfére de beaucoup sa politique 4 celle de 1'honorable membre pour 
le comté de St.-Maurice. Je suis prét 4 appuyer cette politique avec * 
autant de force que je suis prét 4 repousser celle qui veut la supé- 
riorité des canadiens. 11 est certain qu'il faut maintenant faire 
apprendre la langue anglaise 4 tous les canadiens, si on ne veut pas 
les voir rester en arriére des autres races en Canada. 

Tout le monde sent maintenant cette nécessité, Cela est si vrai 
que les habitants les plus distingués de ce pays envoient leurs enfants 
recevoir leur @ducation dans le pays voisin. Nous avons tous intention 
de nous préparer 4 un état de transition pour devenir partie de 1'Union 
américaine, ou dememeurer sujets anglais. Nous ne pouvons éviter l'une 
et l'autre de ces extrémités, Si nous voulons alors ne pas é@tre en 
proie aux guerres d'origine et de nationalité, il faut se hater de 
faire cette fusion de races immédiatement; si on ne plie pas le roseau 
pendant qu'il est faible, on ne pourra pas plus tard le ployer. I1 
faut se hater de faire enseigner l'anglais dans toutes nos maisons 
d'éducation; cela nous épargnerait la peine de les envoyer aux Etats- 
Unis. Je ne veux affecter pour la langue francaise aucun mépris. Je 
sais apprécier les beautés de cette langue si riche, si expressive et 
que je regrette de parler si mal. Mais il faut reconnaitre que la 
langue anglaise est la langue par excellence de 1'Amérique. Quel serait 
l'effet de cette idée de ceux qui veulent que le peuple de Bas-Canada 
demeure un peuple distinct des autres qui habitent le méme sol que lui? 
Il y aurait un temps ou ce peuple se trouverait dans une minorité qui le 
jeterait dans le plus triste isolement. Que pourront alors espérer les 
canadiens ainsi abimés au milieu des populations étrangéres? Nous devons 
dés ce moment accepter tous les moyens possibles d'opérer une fusion dans 
secousse. Je ne vois rien de plus erroné que cette politique qui tend 
toujours 4 réveiller l'idée de la nationalité canadienne. C'est une 
politique erronée que tdt ou tard, finirait par conduire au malheur du 
peuple dont l'honorable membre pour le comté de St.-Maurice a toujours 
eu et a encore l'intérét 4 coeur. J'espére que ces vérités finiront 
par se faire jour auprés de lui; unm amour de la patrie qui a résisté 
si longtemps que le sien, a tant et de si grands orages, ne peut errer 
éternellement dans une voie qui finirait suivant moi par causer des 
désastres plus funestes au pays que ceux qui ont fourni ce soir, des 
sujets de controverse a cette Chambre. On accuse 1'honorable membre 
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d'avoir poussé le pays 4 la résistance; tout ce que j'ai 3 dire A ce 
sujet, c'est qu'il me semble bien étrange, bien peu honorable de la 
part de ceux qui L'ont suivi alors, d'étre les premiers 4 le blamer, 
a lui en faire des reproches. (Marques d'approbation dans les 
galeries,)15/ 


M.. CAUCHON.--M. l'orateur, je demande que les galeries soient 
vidées 158 


COL. GUGY.--J'espére que l'honorable membre, par considération pone 
moi et pour la Chambre n'insistera pas 4 faire vider les galeries. 


M. CAUCHON. Sarr ah a done que l'honorable membre ne parle que 
pour les galeries?l 


M. MORIN L'ORATEUR.--I1 suffit qu'il y ait un membre qui le désire, 
pour que je fasse vider les galeries. l 


M. inci --Je n'insiste pas, mais je déclare que si ces manifesta- 
tions s'y renouvellent, je ferai vider les galeries. 162 


MR. CAYLEY.-- observed that the remark had fallen from the Hon. Attorney 
General West, and he believed also from the hon. member for St.-Maurice. 
"Why do not the opposition offer some amendment to the views of the 
Address?" He (Mr. C.) would state he offered no amendment, because 
he felt it to be essential to any attempt to amend, that there should 
be some starting point, where the differences commenced; now he differed, 
toto caelo from the views of the framers of the Address, and that was the 
reason why he should offer no amendment to particular clauses. He (Mr. C.) 
had no hesitation.to declare the Address on the Speech delivered from 
the Throne as most obscured and confused, and contradictory in several 
parts; in using the ... Speech he begged distinctly to be understood 
as viewing it as the composition of the Ministers as expressive of their 
views only, and in that light it was that he proposed to deal with it. 
The beginning and the end abounded in expressions of gratification, 
tranquillity, peace, large revenues, light burdens, general satisfaction; 
the middle clauses told of depression, despondency, commerce destroyed, 

a failing revenue, arrested emigration, of shifts, and expedients to 
relieve the disastrous state of the country--(Hear, hear.) It would be 
in the recollection of the Attorney-General West, and of most Hon. members 
present that the Governor General, on his return from an extensive tour 
through the Province, had informed the Legislature that he had everywhere 
found the country smiling and prosperous, the people happy and contented; 
it would be remembered also that on occasion the Hon. member for the 
Fourth Riding of York had thought fit to move in amendment, that the 
Governor General had not so found the country, or the people. No one 
could deny that Hon. Attorney General had the gift of second-sight, and 
that he might most happily have recorded his views in this way.--"Wait 
till we have been in office some time; wait till we have held the reins 
of Government some 9 or 10 months, then the tears will fall from your 
eyes, you will then find commerce, depressed, the revenue fallen off, 

the tide of immigration driven back from the shores." He (Mr. C.) 
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heartily wished that the Attorney-General had not been ,... so good a 
prophet then, he hoped he would not prove a great Romancer now, on the 
many points on which the Address congratulated the country, He (Mr. C,) 
would say but little on the clause referring to the exercise of the 
Royal prerogative of ... ; the information sought for on that head by 
his honorable friend the gallant member for Hamilton had been revised 

by the Ministers. By what process of reasoning the Ministers came to 
the conclusion that the objective in seeking the information was to 
oppose or limit the exercise of the Royal clemency, it was hard to 
imagine. They should rather have been disposed to conclude, that the 
gallant knight was desirous to see in what way he could best cooperate 
with, and carry out, the gracious intention of her Majesty. Either the 
exercise of the Royal prerogative was to be qualified, or the movement 
having come from this side of the Atlantic, modesty, at having their good 
deeds brought to light, prompted the hon. gentleman to support the 

the information--(A laugh.) Passing to passages on which the hon. 
gentleman proved the Address, in an able and effective speech, had 

found cause to congratulate the House and the country. He found that 
the three following were the most prominent--lst. That’ the Speech from 
the Throne was not the usual .... 2nd That the restrictions on the use 
of the French language were removed. And, thirdly, that an improvement 
in the postal arrangement and reduction of rate were promised, he was not 
disposed to quarrel with the hon. gentleman for some gratification he 
enjoyed on the first point. With reference to the second and third, he 
would leave it to those who at present occupy the Treasury Benches, to 
say how far they were entitled to the mood of praise awarded to them by 
the hon. member for Leinster. The silence of the Ministry on this had 
reminded him of a remark made by Babington Macaulay, in describing the 
character of Louis Quatorze for whom he claimed great credit as a states- 
man because he knew how to make use of other men's brains and take the 
credit for himself. No doubt his hon. friend the hon. member for the 
Fourth Riding of York, would be described by Mr. Macaulay as a very great 
statesman.--(Loud laughter.) Before proceeding to those clauses which 
touched on the state of the country, he would make a passing allusion 

to the paragraph referring to the Halifax and Quebec Railway; it was like 
the mirage of desert to the fainting traveller. While the country 
could, with difficulty, scrape the means together of living from hand 

to mouth, we were invited to consider the favourable opportunity for 
spending millions and millions of pounds in a visionary scheme, while, 
however, the honey of gratification was on the lips of Ministers, there 
was precipitation enough... and anxiety on that head. That next para- 
graph--"That Canada had been seriously affected by the commercial 
depression by which the past year had been unfortunately characterized;" 
and the following passage was no doubt, intended to point out his 
remedy:--"That having presented to Her Majesty's ministers the urgent 
necessity which exists for the removal of such provisions from the 
Imperial Statute Book as they tend to restrict the commerce of this 
Province!" --As they tend to restrict the commerce of this Province! 
Was it, then, a matter of speculation, or a matter of fact? And if an 
undoubted fact, what was the relief proposed? -to open the navigation 
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of the St.Lawrence?--to make Montreal a free port? or to throw open 

the existing trade of the Upper lakes to American shipping? On this 

point also, information had been sought from Ministers, and although 

the reply was not ... it had been given to his (Mr. Cayley's) application 
for the correspondence between the two Governments, respecting the 

sale of the Crown Lands, "that the correspondence was not concluded and, 
therefore, could not be produced;" nor, as in the case of the House 
prerogative, "that it would be given after the debate on the Address, 

and the object of which the production of the papers had been asked 

was disposed of." Next ... of ... which were represented as essential 

to take the census of the country. He (Mr. Cayley) was sorry to learn 
that not much actually existed. The next was the providing of additional 
funds to complete the Saint Lawrence Canals. It appeared to him that 

the expression might have been more correct if it had been to make good 
the miscalculations of the Engineer under whose guidance that work 

had been conducted, and who he understood had lately been sent to the 

West to supersede Mr. Gzowski. The next paragraph was the reorganization 
of the Provincial Debt, and the creation of an official Sinking Fund 

for the ((alteration)) of works of a purely local character. He should 
like to be informed how the ((alteration)) of works, even though they 

be of a purely local character, could assist the reorganization of the 
Provincial Debt, or the creation of a Sinking Fund; and how did ministers 
propose to define or limit the term "local"; did it imply works in Upper 
Canada, as distinct from Lower Canada? The hon. member for Saguenay 

had stated that he would oppose any further outlay in Western Canada 

until the important works had been completed below Quebec. He suspect- 

ed that the hon. member for Lincoln, the President of the Council, 

would consider that there was a good deal that was local about the 

Welland Canal, the town of St. Catharines, its mills and water privi- 
leges. But assuming the term was confined to roads--yielding a revenue, 
he believed, of £25,000 a year--how was the alteration of these roads 

to ((reorganize)) the Provincial Debt? They ... the assurance that this 
debt had not been contracted in the ... of costly wars, whether in defence 
or aggression. That certainly was satifactory--highly gratifying that 

it was purely of ... , no doubt, by the accurate calculations of the 
Engineer who had been sent to displace Mr. Gzowski. The next passage 
referred to the removal of such provisions as tended to prevent 

((anyone)) from proceeding by way of the St.Lawrence to the Atlantic; 

the precise alteration was not stated, except as shown in the observations 
which fell from the hon. Receiver General, to the effect that the increase 
of the emigration tax on emigrants arriving at Quebec after the lst of Oct. 
in each year had had the effect of deterring emigrants from coming out after 
that period; if this was the case, the object of the framers of the Bill had 
been attained, as after that period of the year there was greater diffi- 
culty in procuring employment, and emigrants were left in a defenseless 
condition to brave the dangers of a Canadian winter. The next clause 

was the one on which he had asked for information from the Government, 
namely, whether any communication had taken place with the Imperial 
Government in reference to the alienation of the Crown Lands. In this 
Matter he must defer to the gentlemen of the long robe, but it appeared 
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to him, unless the Home Government had sanctified the measure, and aban- 
doned the residuary interest of the Crown, in what were usually called 
the Crown Lands, he could not see such a step could be taken consistently 
with the provisions of the Union Act; in that Act the Crown had surren- 
dered the Royal Revenues in certain conditions, and for a limited period, 
at the termination of which the right of the Crown, as he understood the 
Act, revived. And even if the power of taking such a step lay with then, 
he would not approve of the proposed application of the property. Was 
it intended to invest the proceeds of Lands in Railway Stocks and then 
to make the education of the youths of the Province, and the support of 
the Schools dependent on the returns of these enterprises?163 

--No! from the Ministerial Benches. ee: 

Then he MR. CAYLEY did not see the meaning of the passage "that the 
revenue derived from the sales of the Public Domain should form a fund, 
the interest of which should be applied to the support of Common 
Schools," if it were not to make the Schools dependent on the annual 
interest arising from such sales; and it certainly appeared to him 
that if the capital were funded in Railway Stock the Schools would 
necessarily become dependent on the Railway Returns. The annual 
appropriation for School money fell little short of £60,000 a year, 
and he considered it as far more secure in the form of a charge on 
the Consolidated Fund. The concluding paragraph of the Address informed 
them that Canada enjoyed great and singular advantages, in the possession 
of a revenue derived from so many independent sources, and in the 
exemption of numerous charges that weighed heavily, on the resources of 
other communities. Now it appeared to him, that, in the Speech, they 
had heard of many heavy charges that weighed on Canada, but of no 
independent sources of revenue. Not, however, hastily to draw an 
erroneous conclusion, he would run over the several clauses of the 
Speech that bore on the question of outlay of return:-- 

First, came the reduction of the Postage, a surplus revenue probably 
from £5,000 to £15,000 a year; but if so uniform and low rate of postage 
were adapted, he doubted much whether it would bear its expenses, or 
yield a surplus revenue for many years to come. 

Secondly, "An increase in the representation," He doubted much 
whether this would prove a profitable source of revenue. 

Thirdly, "The alteration of the system of Judicature in both sections 
of the Province," with, as he understood, an addition of three Judges on 
the Upper Canada Bench. That could hardly prove to be a source of revenue. 

Fourthly, "The opportunity of laying out a few ... on the Railway 
between Halifax and Quebec.'' He doubted much the revenue from this source. 

Fifthly, 'The commercial depression of the country." He feared much 
that this would rather tend to reduce than improve the revenue of Canada. 

Sixthly, "Opening the ports to Foreign ships." If by this it was 
intended to supersede Canadian by American vessels in the ... of Upper 
Canada, he doubted much whether that would improve the Revenue of the 
country. 

Seventhly, "Further expenditure on the St. Lawrence Canals."' He did 
not see how that would improve the Revenue. 
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Eightly, “The alienation of works of a local character." He doubted 
whether that would improve the Revenue. 

Ninthly, "The reduction of the Emigrant Tax." 

Tenthly, "The ... of Public Domain, and the investment of Railway 
Stocks of the proceeds." He doubted whether either of these would prove 
a source of Revenue; and yet, while the Speech from the Thrown did not 
offer the smallest glimpse of improvement, but considerable proofs of 
embarrassment, they were called upon to rejoice for the possession of 
a Revenue derived from ... independent sources; and while the ... was 
effected by commercial depression, they were congratulated on their 
exemption from numerous charges that weighed heavily on the resources 
of other communities. 


MR. PAPINEAU said that as he had been mistaken by hon. members who 
spoke the English language, in his remarks of last evening, he would 
beg the indulgence of the House while he offered a few remarks in 
English, although it was a language which he did not speak with 
fluency. Hon. members on the Ministerial side of the House seemed 
to be astonished that he had not reduced his wishes to their desires. 
He would say a few words in answer to the remarks of the hon. member 
for Montreal, as he did not think those of the hon. member for 
Terrebonne required any notice. Last year, what were the expressions 
of calumny, what charges of mismanagement had the present Ministry not 
brought against their opponents? And now the Speech from the Throne 
was only a stereotyped second edition of the last; in fact, if there 
were any differences between them, he thought the one of this Session 
was fully worse. (Hear and laughter.) The only difference between the 
parties might be expressed in the little words: "You are out and we are 
in." It was but a slavish imitation of British precedent. Much had 
been said about the dark ages, and that hon. members ought not to allude 
to the present position of other countries. In his opinion the days of 
the Special Council of Lord Sydenham were similar to the present state 
of the Colonial Executive, and if that gentleman were to appear now he 
could not ask for a Ministry more to his liking than the framers of the 
present Speech. The Honorable member then expressed his abhorrence of 
Lord Sydenham's conduct while at the head of the Executive of the Colony, 
and then referred to the state of England under the Commonwealth and the 
Stuarts, which he thought wasaproperous time, notwithstanding the amount 
of cruelty which had been committed by that house. In reference to these 
acts, and to the subserviency of Charles 11., to the Court of France, he 
said that this led to the expulsion of the family, and to the succeeding 
reign of William and Mary, which was the only one in which the three 
elements had worked well together with a preponderance of the democratic 
element. Since the accession of the present family, the aristocracy had 
carried all by themselves, especially under the Whigs, who clung to 
place and renounced honour. It was under the last of the Stuarts that 
the British Colonies were commenced, on purely democratic principles of 
equal rights to all, and with the facility to any to reach the highest 
offices. Was it not admitted that the property qualification, so opposed 
to this system, was contrary to the enlightenment of the present age? 
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The qualification was indeed introduced by the prejudices of Lord 
Sydenham, who desired to keep out penniless agitators. This was but 

a prejudice; for, except the hon. Speaker and himself, he believed 

there was no one in the old Assembly of Lower Canada who did not 

possess the property now required. They, too, were the only ones, and 
they were returned when very young, before they obtained the rights to 
practice at the Bar,--not because they had a property qualification, 

but because they possessed the better title of the esteem of their 
fellow-citizens. It was clear that in this country, where education 

was so much diffused, this qualification was but a restriction of the 
rights of the electors. There might be some pretensions for requiring 
qualifications in Europe, where the poor were oppressed till it was 
dangerous to give them a vote. But in this country, even this was an 
absurdity; because the number of those who possessed no property was so 
much less than that of those who had some, as to make universal suffrage 
perfectly safe. The hon. gentleman then went over similar arguments to 
those employed last night relative to rotten boroughs, and the quorum 

of twenty, and declared that the people of this part of the Province 

were not grateful for the Union Act. It was true, the word "institutions" 
was now said to mean something else than the Union Act . (Hear, hear.) 
However, this was absurd, for the Union Act was the most important part 

of the institutions. The true English Liberals were those who were the 
disciples of Charles James Fox, whose eloquent voice cheered the noble 
efforts of those who attempted to break the chains of despotism all the 
world over. It was his eloquent voice which aided powerfully the colonial 
dependencies, so long subjected to the unjust treatment of England, to 
free themselves from her sway, and to obtain that liberty which they 

had since proved themselves so eminently deserving of, more especially 

by encouraging the noble efforts of the population of Europe in escap- 
ing from the murderous military barbarism to which they had been too long 
enslaved. The success which had in so large a manner attended the 

efforts of the European nations after liberty, he ascribed to the spread 
of education. The hon. gentleman then went over nearly the same arguments 
as last night on the canals, free trade in England, &c., the speech of 
this evening being nearly a translation of the former one. In answer 

to Mr. LaFontaine, he said that the several States of the American Union 
only returned one senator each; but that was because they were indepen- 
dent States, having their own legislature, but confederated together for 
purposes of war, trade, &c., and having for each purpose an equal vote, 

so that the weak shall not be oppressed by the strong. The hon. member 
also remarked, that he had not said of Mr. Justice Aylwin, that he possess- 
ed the confidence of the Crown and of the country. Perhaps the Hon. 
Attorney General saw that in the newspapers; but if so, it must have occur- 
ed from a mistake, arising probable from the quickness with which those 
reports were got up. The Hon. Attorney General had asked why he had not 
sooner declared his opinion, and he asked that question as if he believed 
that he (Mr. Papineau) courted election. He did not court it; but he 
openly contradicted the hon. gentleman, when contradiction was dangerous, 
owing to the fact that the hon. gentlemen had been so long uncontradicted, 
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that he thought this must always go on. When he saw, however, that 

they hesitated to declare against the Union Act, he began to doubt them, 
and was confirmed by seeing that they now approved of that law. He 
therefore seperated (sic) himself formally from them. He also thanked 
the hon. member for Sherbrooke for the manly manner in which he expressed 
himself; and as that gentlemen gave him credit for sincerity of motives, 
so he gave that gentleman credit for motives of the same character. 

They had always been opposed to each other, but always regarded each 
other as honourable opponents. He denied, however, that it had been 
his endeavour to give any superiority to any part of the population. 

On the contrary, Lower Canada had, above all other colonies, been the 
first to admit foreigners to all privileges, and abolish all religious 
distinctions. The member for Leinster thought it very argumentative 

to say that there was no rule of the House of law to prevent him from 
accepting office. Of course not, or he could not have been appointed; 
but was that a reason for its propriety? The amnesty again spoken 

of in the Address, might have been granted by the Crown freely and 
unconditionally; but he well knew that where there were judgments, 

they could only be removed by the Legislature. Having found a 

seconder to his motion, he was satisfied, as his protest would now 
appear on the Journals of the House. 


(20) 
On motton of Str Allan N. MacNab, seconded by the Honorable Mr. 
Maedonatd, 


Ordered, That the Debate be further adjourned wnttl to-morrow, and be 
then the first Order of the day. 


Orders Ordered, That the remaining Orders of the day be 
deferred: postponed unttl to-morrow. 


Then, on motion of Str Allan N. MacNab, seconded by Mr. Thompson, 
The House adjourned. 


APPENDIX: 23 JANUARY 1849. 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: PROPOSED HOURS FOR ADJOURNMENT, )) +97 


SIR.A. MACNAB gave notice that he would, on Tuesday next, move that 
the House should, during this Session, meet at eleven o'clock in the 
forenoon, and adjourn at six o'clock in the evening.168 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: REPEAL OF NAVIGATION DAWS; )9ce7 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS gave notice that he would, on Friday next, move 
the House into a Committee of the Whole, to consider the propriety _of 
addressing the Crown in favour of a repeal of the Navigation Laws. 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: KINGSTON PENITENTIARY.))1/1 
MR. J. A. MACDONALD (Kingston) gave notice of his intention to move 


for a copy of the commission appointing the Kingston Penitentiary 172 
Commissioners, and various other matters connected with that institution. 


FOOTNOTES: 23 JANUARY 1849. 
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The debate on this motion was reported by; PILOT, 24 January 1849, 
and BRITISH WHIG,29 January 1849, which acknowledged its source as 
MONTREAL HERALD, in identical accounts; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 
1849, STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 1 February 1849, and BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 

1 February 1849, in identical accounts; and L'AVENIR, 31 January 1849. 


PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 
PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 
PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849, 
PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 
PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

EBLDE 

iPS yD) 

iB De 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 
PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849, 
PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 
IBID. 

PILOT, 24 January 1849. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 
January 1849, STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 1 February 1849, and BROCKVILLE 
RECORDER, 1 February 1849, in identical accounts. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

TELS 

According to PILOT, 24 January 1849, however, the reading of the entries 
was postponed. "After some discussion, Mr. McFarland postponed a motion 
of which he had given notice, for the reading of the Journals relative 
to Niagara District Town." LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 1 February 1849, 
commented about this matter: ''M. McFarland propose de transporter 

la ville de Niagara, du site ot elle est maintenant, plus 4 1'intérieur, 
c'est-a-dire au Port Robinson, qui est situé sur le canal Welland. I1 
parait @tre plus facile de transporter une ville en anglais qu'en 
francais, et plus dans le Haut-Canada que dans le Bas-Canada. Néan- 
moins M. McFarland a raison au fond, et il n'est pas juste que le 
chef-lieu d'un district se trouve 4 l'une des extrémités de ce district 
au grand détriment et désavantage de tous les intéressés. Je crois 
aussi que la chambre sera de son avis, malgré les protestations toutes 
naturelles de M. Dickson, le député de la petite ville de Niagara." 

The following was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849, 
STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 1 February 1849, and BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 
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1 February 1849, in identical accounts. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24 January 1849. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 24, 

26 January 1849; L'AVENIR, 31 January 1849; BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 

25 January 1849, MORNING CHRONICLE, 26 January 1849, BRITISH 
COLONIST, 26 January 1849, HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 27 January 1849, 
which acknowledged TORONTO PATRIOT as its source, GLOBE, 27 January 
1849, and PROVINCIALIST, 29 January 1849, in identical accounts; 
MORNING CHRONICLE, 24 January 1849, GLOBE, 24 January 1849, 
BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 25 January 1849, BRITISH COLONIST, 26 January 
1849, HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 27 January 1849, and PROVINCIALIST, 29 
January 1849, in identical accounts; PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 

2 February 1849, and BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 1 February 1849, in 
identical accounts, except that the RECORDER's account is longer; 
PILOT, 24 January 1849, HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 31 January 1849, which 
acknowledged PILOT, 24 January 1849, as its source, BRITISH COLONIST, 
2 February 1849, and BATHURST COURIER, 2 February 1849, in identical 
accounts, except that the PILOT's account is fuller than all the 
others; LA MINERVE, 29 January 1849, which reported only Papineau's 
speech; LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 27, 30 January 1849; LA MINERVE, 

25 January 1849, and 1 February 1849; PILOT, 5 February 1849, which 
translated Nelson's speech from LA MINERVE, 1 February 1849; PILOT, 
7 February 1849, which translated LaFontaine's speech from LA MINERVE, 
1 February 1849; and LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 8 February 1849, which 
only reported LaFontaine's speech which was copied from LA MINERVE, 
1 February 1849. The STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 1 February 1849, noted the 
debate. 

The PILOT, 24 January 1849, gave an account of this speech, with the 
qualifying remark that "we believe we have given the hon. gentleman's 
ideas with tolerable correctness; but owing to his position, with 
his face turned from us, we heard somewhat indistinctly.'' As a result 
it gave a translated version of LA MINERVE's "verbatim report of it" 
on 7 February 1849. LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 8 February 1849, also 
copied LA MINERVE's account of 29 January,and 1 February 1849. 
Whenever a selection is taken from this account it is reproduced 
from the much more legible JOURNAL DE QUEBEC. 
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163. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 26 January 1849. The ellipsis represents illegible words. 

164. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 26 January 1849. 
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166. PILOT, 24 January 1849. This speech was reported at length only in 
the English papers as French papers felt they had adequately covered 
Papineau's remarks in French when he spoke earlier on in the debate. 

167. The following was reported by: BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 25 January 1849, 
BRITISH COLONIST, 26 January 1849, MORNING CHRONICLE, 26 January 1849, 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 27 January 1849, which acknowledged the TORONTO 
PATRIOT as its source, GLOBE, 27 January 1849, and PROVINCIALIST, 

29 January 1849, in identical accounts; PILOT, 24 January 1849, and 
BRITISH WHIG, 29 January 1849, which acknowledged MONTREAL HERALD as 
its source, in identical accounts; and L'AVENIR, 31 January 1849. 

168. PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

169. The following was reported by: BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 25 January 1849, 
BRITISH COLONIST, 26 January 1849, MORNING CHRONICLE, 26 January 1849, 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 27 January 1849, which acknowledged TORONTO PATRIOT 
as its source, GLOBE, 27 January 1849, PROVINCIALIST, 29 January 1849, 
PILOT, 24 January 1849, and BRITISH WHIG, 29 January 1849, which 
acknowledged MONTREAL HERALD as its source, in identical accounts; and 
L'AVENIR, 31 January 1849. 

170. PILOT, 24 January 1849. 

171. The following was reported by: BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 25 January 13849, 
BRITISH COLONIST, 26 January 1849, MORNING CHRONICLE, 26 January 1849, 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 27 January 1849, which acknowledged TORONTO 
PATRIOT as its source, GLOBE, 27 January 1849, and PROVINCIALIST, 

29 January 1849, in identical accounts; PILOT, 24 January 1849, and 

BRITISH WHIG, 29 January 1849, which acknowledged MONTREAL HERALD 

as its source, in identical accounts; and L'AVENIR, 31 January 1849. 
472. PILOT, 24 January 1649. 


WEDNESDAY, 24 JANUARY 1849. 


(20) 
Pettttons THE following Pettttons were severally brought 
brought up. up, and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. Hall,-- The Petttton of the Muntctpal Counetl of the Dtstrtct 
of Colborne (Land Tax); the Petttion of the Mmtctpal Counctl of the 
District of Colborne (Act 9 Geo. 4, @. 3); the Petition of C. R. Irish 
and others, of the Tounshtp of Martposa; and the Petttton of the Mmtctpal 
Counctl of the District of Colborne (expenses of admintstratton of Justice). 

By Mr. Beaubten,--The Petttton of Flavten Vallerand and others, here- 
tofore Clerks of the Muntctpal Counetls of Lower Canada. 

By Mr. Cauchon,--The Petition of the Reverend L. Provancher and others, 
of the Townshtp of Tring, tn the County o Megantte. 

By Mr. Gutllet, --The Petttton of the Reverend F. X. Cote and others, 
of the Coumty of C Champtatn. 

By Mr. Méthot,--The Petttion of John Gordon and others, Shareholders 
tn the Quebee Warehousing Company. 

By Mr. Polette,--The Petition of the Munictpal Counctl of the Town of 
Three Rivers. 

By Mr. Bell,--The Petttion of the Mmtctpal Counctl of the District of 
Bathurst (Dtvtston Courts); the Petttton of the Mmtetpal Counetl of the 
Bathurst (Road from the St. Lawrence to Perth); the Petition of the 
Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Bathurst (Tay Canal); the Petttion 
of the Muntctpal Counetl of the District of Bathurst (Muntetpal Law); the 
Petttton of the Muntctpal Counetl of the District of Bathurst (Assessment 
Law); the Petttton of the Muntetpal Council of the District of Bathurst 
(Educatton); the Petttiton of the Munictpal Counetl of the District of 
Bathurst (Market); the Petttiton of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District 
of Bathurst (Roads); the Petitton of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District 
of Bathurst (Road between_Perth and_Lanark); the Petttton of the Muntetpal 
Council of the Distrtet of Bathurst (Common School Act); and the Petttton 
of the Munictpal Counetl of the Dtistrtet of Bathurst (new District). 

By Mr. Laurin, --The Petttton of B. Marquette uette and others, the President, 
Officers, and Members of the Assoctatton of Teachers of the District of 
Quebec (Act of Incorporatton); the Petttiton of Patriek Noonan and others, 
of the Parishes of St. Gtles and St. Sylvester; and the Petttton of Charles 
Cazeau and others, Cullers of the District of Quebec; the Petition of 
B. Mar Marquette and others, the Prestdent, Offtcers, and Members of the 
Assoctation of Teachers of the District of Quebee (Education Law); and 
the Petition of Frangots Normand and others, of the Banlteue of Three 
Rivers. 

By Mr. Stevenson,--The Petttton of Stephen Bowerman, of the Township 
Hallowell, District of Prince Edward. 

By Str Allan N. MacNab,--The Petition of N. M'Ktnnon and others, of 

he Tounship of Bayham. 

By the Honorable Mr. Sherwood,--The Petttton of Skiffington Connor, Connor, 

Esqutre, and others, members of the Legal Professton of Upper Canada. 
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By Mr Holmes,--The Petition of James M'Gill Des Riviéres, Esquire, and 
others, of the City of Montreal; the Petttton of H, W. Whitney and others, 
of the Ctty of Montreal; The Petttton of the Montreal and Lachine Ratlroad 
Company; the Petition of J, O. Alfred Turgeon, Esquire, and others, 
the Mayor and Counctliors of the County of Terrebonne; the Petitton of 
Johm H. Aussem, Esqutre, and others, of New Glasgow, County of Terrebonne; 
and the Petrtion of Moyse Ollier and others of Ste. Anne des Plaines, 
County of Terrebonne. 

By Mr. Richards,--The Petttton of the Muntetpal Cownetl of the District 
of Johnstowm. 

By the Honorable Mr. Hincks,--The Petttton of the Mmtctpal Counetl of 
the Distrtct of Brock (King's College); the Petttton of the Mntctpal 
Counetl of the District of Brock (a lot of Land); the Petitton of the 
Muntetpal Counetl of the Distriet of Brock (Boundartes and Road Allowance); 
the Petttton of the Mintetpal Coumetl of the Distrtet of Brock (By-Law) 
the Petition of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Broek (Townsht 
of Bayham); and the Petttton of the Mintetpal Counectl of the District o 
Brock (Courts of Asstze). 


(21) 

By Mr. Soltettor General Drwmmond,--The Pettitton of Ralph Merry and 
others, of the Township of Bolton. 

By Mr. Dwnas,--The Petition of Dantel Desjardins and others, of Ste. 
Rose and other Parishes, tn the County of Terrebonne; and the Petition of 
Lue Varrter and others, of St. Vincent de Paul and St. Martin, in the 
County of Terrebonne. 

By the Honorable Mr. Paptneau,--The Petttton of Prerre Boucher and 
others, of St. Rémt, County of Huntingdon; the Petition of John Clark and 
others, of the Ctty of Montreal and vtctntty; and the Petttton of Jom 
Clark, of the Partsh of Longue Pointe, tn the Dtstrict of Montreal, Esqutre. 


eeintietnantbarcsed? pee is Reta at 
Petitions Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following 
read. Pettttons were read:-- 


o 


Of Abraham Nash and others, of the Townshtp of Cayuga, District of 
Ntagara; praying that a certain part of the satd Towmshtp may be set off 
as a separate Townshtp. 

Of the Prestdent, Dtrectors and Company of the Gore Bank; praying that 
the value of each Share of thetr Capital Stock be reduced, and the anownt 
of thetr Capttal tnereased. 

Of Johm Jones and others, of the Townshtp of Waipole; praying for 
Legtslative actton to adjust certain difficulttes arrvsing out of the 
boundary line between the satd Townshtp and that of Woodhouse. 

Of Adam Cockburn and others, of Fineh and the adjotntng Townships; 
praying atd for constructing certain Hoads, and erecting a Bridge over 
South Pettte Natton River, near Crysler's Mills. 

Of John #. W. Daly, Esqutre, and others, of North Easthove and other 
Toumshtps, in the County and District of Huron, and of others of the 
Govermment Lands north of eastern section of the satd District; praying 
for the erection of the satd Townshtps tnto a separate District. 

Of G. O. Stuart, Esquire, and others, of the City of Quebec, and of 
the Counttes of Quebee and Portmeuf; praying that certain Roads in the 
the Partah of Ste. Fowe, be put under the control of the_Quebec Turnprke 
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Trustees, and that the satd Trustees be empowered to ratse funds in the 
usual way, to complete and keep satd Roads tn repatr, 

Of Alexander Douglas and others, of the District of Niagara; praying 
for the renewal of the Charter of the Ntagara and Detroit Rtvers Ratlroad 
Company, and that a longer time be given for the completton of the satd 
Rattlroad. 

Of Charles Park and others, of the vtetntty of the Welland River and 
the Welland Canal, District of Niagara; praying that measures be adopted 
to relteve them from the unhealthy consequences resulting from stagant 
waters occastoned tn that victntty by the construction of the satd Canal. 

Of the Corporation of the College of Nicolet; praying atd tn support 
of the satd College. 

Of Hugh C. Baker, Esquire, Prestdent, and others the Vice Prestdent and 
Directors of Canada Life Assurance Company; praytng for an Act of Incorpo- 
ratton. 

Of Alfred Digby and others, of Brantford and other Townships; praying 
that certatn Townshtps therein mentioned be set apart as a separate District, 
with Brantford as the District Town. 

Of the Trafalgar, Esquesing, and_Ertn Road Company; praying that the 
Distrtet Counetls of the Districts of Gore and Wellington be authorised to 
take and hold Stock in the satd Company, or to transfer to tt a Loan on 
the securtty of the satd Districts. 

of F, X. Fournter and others, of the Partsh of Satnt Jean Port Jolt; 
praying for the repeal or amendment of the Education Law of Lower Canada. 

Of Mrs. Julte Angélique Badeaux, of the Town of Three Rivers, wtdow 
of the late Louts Charles Cressé, Esquire; praying tndemntficatton for 
damage sustatned by her tn consequence of the erectton of a Publte Bridge, 
and the use of a Road, tnterfertng wtth her prtvate and personal rights. 

Of the Muntctpal Counctl of the Home District; praying for the passing 
of an Act to establish a tribunal for the settlement of dtsputed boundary 
Lines. 

Of Robert Barrie and others, of the western diviston of Htnehtnbrooke and 
Godmanchester; representing the inadequacy of the Muntctpal Counectl Act-- 
the Educatton Aet--the Road Law--and the Judictary system, to the wants 
of the country,--and praying that they be repealed or amended; and also, 
praying atd to construct a Road from Trout River to the Village of . 
Antcet,--and that the Laws tntended for country places should be dram 
up and worded without ambtgutty. 

Of Fisher Ames and others, of the County of Beauharnots; praytng that 
that the Law for establishing Elementary Schools tn Lower Canada be 
repealed or amended. 

of M. A. Primeau and A. A. Trottter, of the County of Beauharnots; 
praying to be authorized to construct a.Toll Bridge over the River 
Chateauguay, tn the Partsh of Ste. Martine, and to make a Road tn 
connectton therewtth. 

Of Peter Aylen_and others, of the County of Ottawa; praying a grant 
of money to macadamtse the Road from Bytown to Aylmer, 

Of James Wadsworth and others, of the County of Ottawa; praying that 
the satd County be erected tnto a separate District for Judictal purposes, 
Of the Muntetpal Counetl of Rimouskt; praying for the establtshment 

of Courts of Justice, and the butlding of a Gaol at Riviére du Loup. 
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Of N, M'Farlane and others, of the Fief Marte Anne, District of Three 
Rivers; Pry tag the Government to compel thetr Seigneur to grant them a 
Title to thetr Lands. 

Of Joseph Smolinski, of Montreal; praying the House to patrontze his 
patented Calortfers, by ordering the Parltament Butldings to be heated 
by means thereof. 

Of Alexandre M. Delisle and B. d. Leloune, of tne city of Montreal 


erent? 
Esqutres, and of _Jean Jean B. Debten, junior, of the Partsh of Ste. Rose, tn 


the District of Montreal; praying for am Act to authorize them to construct 
a Toll Bridge over the River Jésus, and to tmprove a certain Road on the 
Iste Jésus, tn the satd Partsh. 

Of J. A. C, Marchand and others, of the Countries of Chambly, Rouvtitle, 
and Huntingdon; praying that measures be adopted to factlitate the 
commutation of the tenure of Lands neld en fief or en censive. 

Of the Right Reverend the Lord Btshop of Toronto, and others, sud- 
sertbers to the Toronto General Dispensary Fund; praying an annual grant 
tn atd of the satd Fund. 

Of the Sisters of the Holy Cross, of the Purien of Se. Laurent , County 
of Montreal; praying an Act of Incorporation, for purposes of Education 
and Charity. 


Cormuall Mr, Richards, from the Select Committee appointed 
Election. to try the mertts of the Petttton complat eee of an 


undue Electton and Return for the Toum of Cornwall, 
reported, That pursuant to adjournment, the Committee met thts day, but 
tn consequence of the continued absence of Mr. Chauveau, a member of the 


4 


Committee, they were unable to proceed to business. 


Ordered, That Mr. Chauveau do attend tn his place, in thts House, to-morrow. 


Standing The Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin, from 

Committees. the Select Committee appointed to prepare and report 
Lists of Members to compose the etght Standing Committees 
(22) 


ordered by thts House, reported, That they had prepared Lists of Members 
accordingly; and the same were read, as follow:-- 


Ist.--ON PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS. 
The Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin, 
The Honorable Mr. Cayley, 
Me. Chabot, 
Mr, Dtekson 3 
Mr. Soltettor General Druwnmond, 
Mr, Fourquin, 
Mr, Notman, 
The Honorable Mr. Paptneau, and 
Mr, Atcnardas-- (9) 
2nd.--ON EXPIRING LAWS, 
Mr. Beaubten, 
Mr, Soltcttor General Blake, 


Mr. Dwmas, 
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Mr. Polette, 
Mr, Seymour, 
Mr, Smtth of Durhan, 
Mr, Smith of Frontenac, 
Mr. Watts, and 
Mr, Wtlson.--(9.) 
3rd.--ON RAILROAD AND TELEGRAPH LINE BILLS. 

Mr, Bouthillter, 
Mr, Brooks, 
Mr. Cauchon, 
Mare Hales 
Str Allan N. MacNab, 
Mr, M'Farland, 
Mr. Méthot, 
Mr, Mongenats, 
Mr, Prince, 

the Honorable Mr. Sherwood, of Toronto, and 
Mr, Wetenhall.--(11,) 

4th.--ON ROAD AND BRIDGE BILLS. 

Mr, Armstrong, 
Mr. Cameron of Cornwall, 
Mr, Davtgnon, 
Mr, Fortter, 
Mr, Guillet, 
Mr, Johnson, 

the Honorable Mr. Macdonald, 
Mr, Marquis, and 
Mr, Meyers.--(9.) 

5th.--ON MISCELLANEOUS PRIVATE BILLS. 

Mr, Cartter 


Larter, 
Mr, Chauveau 


the Honorable Mr. Daly, 
Mr, Egan 
Mr, Flint, 
the Honorable Mr. Laterrtére, 
Mr, Morrtson, 
Mr, Prince, 
Mr. Sherwood of Broeckville.--(9.) 
6th.--ON STANDING ORDERS. 
The Honorable Mr. Badgley, 
the Honorable Mr. Boulton, 
Mr, Burritt 
Mr, Duchesnay, 
Mr, Fournter, 
Mr. Gugy, 
Mr, Lemteux, 
Mr, Robtnson, and 
Mr, Scott of Bytown.--(9.) 
7th.--ON PRINTING. 
The Honorable Mr. Htneks, 
Mr. Holmes, 
Mr. Joptn, 
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Mr, Laurin, 

Mr, Macdonald of Glengarry, 

Mr. M'Connell, 

Mr. M'Lean, 

Mr, Stevenson, and 

Mr, Taché.--(9.) 
8th. --ON CONTINGENCIES. 

Mr, Bell, 

Mr, Christte, 

Mr. Crysler, 
DeWitt, 
Mr. Lyon, 


Mr. Malloch, 


Mr. Sauvageau, 


Mr, Scott of Two Mountains, and 


Mr, Thompson.--(9.) 
Ordered, That the satd Report be tai into constderatton, to-morrow. 


MR. RICHARDS! moved to resolve that the petition against the return of 
the sitting member for the County of Glengarry is not now pending, the 
petitioners not having entered into the recognizances required by law? 


SIR A, MACNAB thought the motion irregular, notice should have been siven.” 


(22) 
4 i a fa) b 7 
On motion of Mr. Rtehards, seconded by Mr. Holmes, 
lengarry Resolved, That the Petition against the Return of 
Election. the sttting Member for the County of Glengarry 


ts not now pending, the Pettttoners having 
fatled to enter tnto the Recogntzance required by Law. 


Ptlots Appren- Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Laterrtére have 
tices Bvt. leave to bring tn a Btll to compel Ptlots’ 
Apprentices to qualtfy themselves to ptlot 


vessels by the north chanmel of the Rtver_St. Lawrence, below the Island 
of Orleans, and to oblige the Trintty House of Quebec, to lay down buoys 
to mark the shoals tn the satd chanel, and to factlitate the traverse 
from the south to the north, from_Isle aux Reaux to Cap Tourment. 

He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first ttme: and ordered to be read a second 
time, on Tuesday next. 


On. motion of Mr. M'Lean, seconded by Mr. Smith, of Frontenac, 


Rebellton Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
Clarms (U.C.) Hts Excellency the Governor General, praying 


that he will eause the proper Officer to lay 
before thts House, a Returm of the suns collected under the vrovistons 
of the Act, intttuled, "An Act to provide for the payment of claims art tng 
out of the Rebellton and Invaston tn Upper Canada, and to appropriate the 
Duttes on Taverm Lteences to local purposes," 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excellency the Governor 
General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Zonorable the 
Peecuttve Counetl of thts Province. 
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Speech further The Order of the day betng read, for reswning 
constdered. the adjourned Debate upon the Amendment whtch was, 


on Monday last, proposed to be made to the Questton, 
That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor General, 
to thank Hts Excellency for his gractous Speech from the Throne at the 
opentng of the present Seeston of the Provinetal Parliament: 

To assure Hts Excellency that thts House cordially concurs tn the 
satisfaction expressed by Hts Excellency, that wntnterrupted tranqutlltty 
has prevatled tn the Provinee during the Recess: 

That the proofs whitch the people of Canada have furntshed during 
thts pertod of general excttement and disqutetude, of thetr love of order, 
and of the attachment they bear to thetr tnstttuttons will, they feel 
assured, tend to establish the credit of the Province on a firmer basts, 
and to promote tts prospertty: 

That they learn with the greatest satisfaction that tt ts the purpose 
of thetr beloved Soveretgn to exeretse the prerogative of Mercy in favor 
of all persons who are sttll ltable to penal consequences for poltttcal 
offences arising out of the unfortunate occurences of 1837 and 1838, and 
to assure His Excellency that they wtll wtth humble gratitude concur in 
passing any Act that may be proposed to gtve full effect to this Her 
Majesty's most gractous tntentton: 

That tt affords thts House much pleasure to learn, that tn compltance 
with the destre of the Legtslature of thts Province, expressed in a jotnt 
Address of the two Houses of the Provitnetal Parltament, the Impertal 
Parliament nas passed an Act repealing the Clause tn the Unton Act 
whitch tmposed restrtcttons on the use of the French Language: 

That thts House learns wtth pleasure, that His Excellency has during 
the Recess been tn commntcation wtth Her Majesty's Prinetpal Secretary 
of State for the Colontes, and with the Lteutenant Governors of Nova Scotta 
and New Brunswick, on the subject of the Provinctal Post Office, and that 
on the meeting of the Impertal Parltament steps wtll be taken for conferring 
on the Provinetal Authortties the enttre control and management of thts 
Department; and they trust that when the arrangements for effecting this 
object shall have been completed, tt may be found practicable to establish 
a low and untform Rate of Postage for the British North Amertcan Provinces: 

That they concur wtth Hts Excellency in the beltef that an tncrease 
tn the Representatton would be attended wtth constderable advantage to the 
publte tnterest, and to assure Hts Excellency, that the subject, whtch 
ts one of no ordtnary tmportance, wtll not fatl to recetve thetr best 
constderatton: 

That they cordially coneur tn the grattficatiton expressed by Hts 
Exeellenecy, at the opposttton mantfested at one time tn certain parts of 
Lower Canada, to the School Act, having in a great measure substded; and 
that they wtll readtly consent to make such alterattons in tt, as shall 
render tt as little as posstble onerous to the Rate-payer, wtthout, 
however, compromising the tmportant prinetple whteh tt has consecrated, 
tn securing for all the youth of thts section of the Province, the blessing 
of Educatton: 

That the system of Judicature tn both secttons of the Provinece--the Laws 
for the regulatton of Muntctpalittes, and the Constttutton of the Untverstty 
of King's College, shall recetve thetr best attentton: 
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That they learn wtth great sattsfactton that the Officers employed 
tn exploring the Country between efeasey. and Haltfax, wtth the vtew of 


(23) 
discovering the best line for a Ratlway to connect these two points, 
have presented a Report containing much valuable tnformation, and 
setting forth tn a strong light the advantages of the proposed wder- 
taking; and that a Despatch from the Secretary of State for the 
Colontes has been recetved by Hts Excellency, expresstve of the 
interest taken by Her Majesty's Government tn the execution of this 
great work: 

That they wtll gtve thetr best constderatton to the Accounts for the 
past, and the Estimates for the present year, when they shall be submitted 
by Ats Excellency; and they beg to assure Hts Zxeellency, that ne may reli 
on thetr readiness to grant the Supplies whitch are necessary for the 
Pyblte Service: 

That thts House parttctpates tn the concern expressed by His Excellency, 
that Canada nas been sertously affected by the Commertcal depresston by 
whitch the past year has been unfortunately charactertsed: 

That they feel grateful to dts Excellency for having twmpressed on Her 
Majesty's Mintsters the urgent necesstty whitch extsts for the removal of 
such provistons from the Impertal Statute Book as may tend to re 
the Commerce of thts Provinee, by checking the resort of foretgn Shipping 
to tts Ports tn search of fretght; and that they recetve wtth the highest 
satisfaction the information that dts Excellency’s representations on this 
head have been cordtally responded to o by the Queen's Government: 

That among the measures to whitch dts Excellency nas been pleased to 
refer, as mertting the attentton of the Provinctal Parliament at the 
present time, as being calculated to ratse the credit of the Province, 
to extend tts trade, and to contrtbute to the developement of tts 
resources, thts House 1s grattfted at finding that His Excellency nas 
particularly directed thetr attention to the following as spvectally 
unportant: 

The proviston of such funds as may be required for the completion of 
St. Lawrence Canals, at the earltest pertod. With respect to whitch great 
works, they are happy to learn that tt ts belteved, that they may be so 
far perfected at a small addtttonal expense as to permit Vessels drawing 
nine feet on the outward, and etght feet on the tnward voyage, to pass 
from Lake Erte to the Ocean, soon after the opentng of the navtgatton 
and that when thts object shall be peo tas teks Canada will possess an 
Inland Navigation wiparalleled in capactty and length, and connecting the 
marts of a Commerce to the growth of whtch tt ts impossible to asstgn Limit 

The enactment of a Law authorizing the altenatton of works of a purely 
local character which have been executed at the cost of the Provinee, and 
giving the Government such powers as may be necessary for the re-organtzattion 
of the Provinetal Debt, and creation of an effictent Stinking F 


aN 


Fund. That 
Lt ts gratifying to feel that this debt has not been contracted tn the 
prosecution of costly wars, whether of defence or aggresston, but tin the 
construction of works of utility, the more tmportant of whitch can hardly 
fatl, when completed, to prove remmerative; and further, that the 
existence of a large revenue, dertved from Customs, places the creditor 
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of the Canadtan Publie tn a very advantageous postition, whitch will be 
tmproved when the pritnetple of a Sinking Fund ts brought into acttve 
operatton: 

The amendment of the extsttng Immigratton Act, wtth a vtew to the 
removal of such provtstons as tend to prevent Immigrants who propose to 
settle tn Canada, or the Western States of the Unton, from proceeding 
to thetr desttnatton by the route of the_St. Lawrence. With respect to 
whteh important subject thts House fully coneurs with Hts Excellency, that 
the Passenger Trade tn an tmportant branch of the trade tnwards, whtch 
cannot be dtscouraged wtthout prejudice to the trade outwards, and thanks 
Hts Excellency for the assurance that he will not fatl to make every 
exertton whitch the tnterests of the public health will permit, to reduce 
the expenditure of the Immtgratton Department to the scale of the years 
preceding 1847, when a passenger-tax, constderably less onerous than that 
now levied, wtth the occastonal addition of a small grant from the Public 
Treasury, sufficed to cover tt: 

That thts House recetves wtth pecultar grattftication the recommendatton 
of Hts Excellency to constder the expediency of setting apart a portion of 
the Publte Domatn, tn order that the revenue dertved from the sales thereof, 
may form a Fund, the tnterest of whitch shall be applted to the support 
of Common Schools; and to assure Hts Excellency that the subject wil 
recetve thetr best attentton, as well as the tmportant suggestton of Hts 
Excellency to invest the Capttal artsing from thts source, etther in the 
Stocks of the Province or tn those of some of the prtnetpal Ratlways, the 
econstructton of whitch has been sanettoned by Parltament: 

That thts House feels grateful to Hts Excellency for the assurance 
that tn maturing these and all kindred measures which have the promotton 
of the moral and economtcal well-betng of the people of thts tmportant 
Provinee for thetr object, they wtll ever find Hts Excellency willing 
and destrous to co-operate with them: 

That they fully concur with Hts Excellency that tn the possesston of a 
Revenue dertved from so many independent sources, and exempt from numerous 
charges that wetgh heavtly on the resources of other Commmtttes, Canada 
enjoys great and singular advantages; and they cordially unite wtth 
Hts Excellency tn the hope that, under God's blessing, Legtslatton may 
be so directed as to enable her to reap the full benefit of them. 

And whtch Amendment was, that the words, "That the proofs whtch the 
people of Canada have furntshed during thts pertod of general excttement 
and disqutetude, of thetr love of order, and of the attachment they bear 
to thetr tnstttuttons will, they feel assured, tend to establish the 
credit of the Province on a ftrmer basts, and to promote tts prosperity," 
be left out, and the following tnserted: "That thts tranqutlltty of the 
people of the_Canadas, amtdst the deep and general agttatton whtch has urged 
the most enltghtened Nattons of Europe to the noblest exertions, often 
crowded wtth success, to alter and reform thetr vtetous Governments, 
unutsely elinging to usurpattons made by fraud or conquered by vtolence 
durtng the dark ages, but now tntolerable, and that soon must become 
untenable tn presence of free discusston, and yteld to the reason and 
knowledge of the nineteenth century, proves that Canadtans of all classes 
and of all ortgins have shown themselves frtendly to order to a degree 
proving them entitled of rtght to be endowed wtth political tnstttuttons 
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much more free and itberal than the defective Constitution imposed on them 
against thetr known and declared wtshes, through thetr remonstrances and 
reiterated Pettttons against the re-union of the two Canadas, wisely 
separated to thetr mutual advantage in 1791: That wnttl the phtlanthroptic 
and most judtetous plan advocated by that pre-eminent and far-seeing 
Statesman, Charles James Fou, be realized, by the reform of our Constitution 
through the entenston of the elective prinectple to many other offtces 

and departments than those wheretn tt now appltes, and to such a degree, 
that Canadtans, as he satd, should see nothing to envy tn the tnstttuttons 
of thetr netghbours, we have no better chance tn ttme to come, than we 

had during a long and patnful past, to obtain the good government of the 
Province, and through good government tts general prospertty, and the 
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general contentment of tts inhabttants." 
And the question an the Amendment being again proposed:--The House 
resumed the satd adjourned Debate. 
And the Questton betng put; the House dtvtded; and the names beétng 
called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


HAS. 
Messteurs Chrtistte, Laterrtére, Paptneau, and Prince.--(4.) 
NAYS. 


Messteurs_Armstrong, Badgley, Attorney General Baldwin, Beaubten, Bell 
Soltettor General Blake, Boulton of NORFOLK, Bouthillter, Brooks, Burritt 


Cameron of KENT, Cartter, Cauchon, Crysler, Davignon, DeWitt, Soltvettor 
General Drummond, Duchesnay, Dunas, Egan, Flint, Fortter, Fournter, Fourquin 


Gu Hall, adineks, Holmes, Jobin, Johnson, Attorney General Lafontaine, 


Laurin, Macdonald of GLENGARRY, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Str Allan N. MacNab, 
Malloch, Marquts, M’Comnell, M'Farland, M'Lean, Merritt, Méthot, Mongenats, 
Morrison, Notman, Polette, Price, Richards, Robinson, Sauvageau, Seott of 
TWO.MOUNTAINS, Seumour, Sherwood of BROCKVILLZ, Sherwood of TORONTO, Smith 
of DURHAM, Smtth of FRONTENAC, Smith of WENTWORTH, Stevenson, Taché, 
Thompson, Viger, Watts, and Wetenhall.--(63.) 

So tt passed tn all Negative. 4 

The Honorable Mr. Papineau again moved in amendment to the Questton, 
seconded by Mr. Chrtistte, That the words, "That they concur wtth Hts 
Excellency in the beltef that an increase in the Representation would be 
attended with constderable advantage to the publte interest, and to assure 
Hts Excellency, that the subject, whtch ts one of no ordinary tnportance, 
well not fatl to recetve thetr best consideration," be left out, and the 
following inserted: "That they concur with Hts Excellency in the beltef 
that an tnerease in the Representation would be attended wtth constderable 
advantage of the publie tnterest, provided that such tncrease be conformable 
to the rules of equity, and of that equal justice strictly due to the 
tnhabttants tt apporttons, from time to time, the Representatives as near 
as may be according to population; that tt be not that odious plan, to whtch 
Lord Durham was justly averse, of giving am equal munber of Members to the 
two Provinces, in violation of t imetples of representation, --a 
justice whtch would strongly set against the scheme public opinion b 
in_England and in Amertca; and whitch was judtetously stated and fore 
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expressed tn the Report of the Quebec Committee. of Reform and Progress, 
would be to consecrate the opresston of Lower Canada as a localtty--the 
oppresston of the French Canadtans as a race." ? 


MR. CHRISTIE, in seconding this amendment, wished to prevent the idea 
from going forth that he approved of all that had fallen from the honble. 
member for St. Maurice on the preceding evening, especially in that part 
of the speech in which he spoke of the British Government and the Union 
Act. He (Mr. C.) was decidedly of opinion, and he had given some attention 
to the subject, that the course pursued by British Government towards the 
Colony, ever since the year 1759, even to the present period, had been 
that of indulgence and liberality. (Hear, hear.) 6 The Act of 1744 for 
instance. The Constitutional Act of Lower Canada, and many other enactments 
too numerous for present detail. The Canada Tenures Act, which, with all 
its unpopularity, was of a good nature. Then, again, Lord Durham had been 
despatched to us to inquire into our abuses, and discover the remedy. AI1l 
showed an entire spirit of liberality. With regard to the observations 
lately dropped by the hon. member for St.Maurice, however, he might other- 
wise blame his course; with regard to the Union Act he credited him with 
sincerity./ (Hear, hear.) The Union Act, far from being intended to 
crush the people of Lower Canada, was designed to render them service. 

But what was the state of the country at that time? The Legislature 

had suspended itself, large masses of the people were congregated together 
in various parts of the country appointing Magistrates to govern themselves 
in fact, long before the Imperial Government took steps to restore order, the 
Constitution was virtually in arms, which rendered the interference of the 
mother country absolutely necessary; and the Union Act, far from being 

of such a nature as would lead it to be regarded as an act of severity 
towards the inhabitants of Lower Canada, was an act of benevolence. 

(Hear, hear.) He (Mr. C.) had never considered it otherwise. The hon. 
member for St. Maurice was a man eminent in the country--his consistency, 
his integrity and his talents, rendered him an ornament to his country; 
and, of the members of the House who belonged to the old school of Lower 
Canada politicians, he alone was consistent. (Ironical cheers.) He 

would not insult the hon. gentleman by comparing his influence in Lower 
Canada to the influence of all the others put together. (Laughter.) He 
(Mr. C.) would risk his existence that Mr. Papineau would be sure of election 
in any county in Lower Canada® and he would tell the hon. Members opposite 
that the hon. member's influence was greater in the eastern parishes and 
more calculated to decide the fate of any election, than that of any hon. 
member on the Treasury Benches.? (Lord ironical cries of hear, hear.) 

In his humble opinion, the hon. member for St.Maurice was first in talent 
and integrity ... ((In his independence and above all, his)) influence on 
all the Lower Canada politicans. (Ironical cheering.) Mr. Christie then 
proceeded to read the clauses of the address seriatim, commenting briefly 
upon each; but owing to the low voice in which he spoke, he was nearly 
inaudible in the reporter's gallery. He regarded the speech from the 
throne as one of the most inane and empty productions ever addressed to 
Parliament. (Hear, hear.) On the first five clauses he need say nothing, 
but would pass to the consideration of the sixth, to which the amendment 
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was moved. This clause stated "that this House does entirely concur with 

His Excellency in the belief that an increase in the representation would 

be attended with considerable advantage to the public interest, and 

assures His Excellency that the subject is one of very great importance, 

and will not fail to receive their best consideration." In his opinion, 

such an increase would be most injurious to the interest of the Province. 

It would lead to the repetition of the extravagant work that took place 

in the Lower Canada Legislature immediately after the increase of the 
representation--it would introduce into the House the materials of 

discord and party strife, without bringing any additional wisdom or moder- 
ation, and increase, to an enormous extent, the already exhorbitant (sic) 
expenses of Parliament; and,after all, was there a single petition before 
the House asking for such a peederet 0 Was there any fear of an equality 

of mumbese in their divisions? The House as now constituted answered that 
question. It had been said by the newspapers in the interest of the 
Hinisizvy¥, that am increase in the number of representatives would diminish 
the chance of corruption, he denied that there was any danger of corruption; 
but if there was 150 members they could quite as easily be bribed as 384, 

only it would cost the Government more money.--(Hear, hear.) He could only 
hope that if the ministry attempted to carry out such a wild and insane 
scheme, they would meet with a signal defeatt when thus acting for the 
sake of a little popularity.--13 He then passed to the paragraph relating 

to the school act, and contended that the ministry had been misinformed 

as to the feeling of the country regarding that measure--in the District 

of Quebec, at least, it continued to give the utmost dissatisfaction. 1l4 

He did not wish to see it forced upon the people, though he should be glad 

to see Lower Canadians always keeping pace with those of the sister Province, 
as to the Judicature Actl) which he characterized as a scheme for placing 
extended patronage in the form of Judgeships. Sc., in the hands of ministers 
at a great expense to the country, when they did not know how to distribute 
their present patronage in a proper manner.16 He understood it was proposed 
to appoint 4 additional Judges besides a Court of Appeals, to consist of 

8 Judges, with 2 or 3 Judges of inferior Courts; this was certainly pretty 
economy. (Hear, hear.) There were two recent cases to which he must allude, 
to those of Justices Aylwin and Bedard. While on this he would take up one 
point, he meant the assertion that was notoriously public, that the latter 
gentleman vacating his seat on the Quebec Bench, to make room for Mr. 
Aylwin, 18 had made a private arrangement to receive £200 a year as a bonus. 
If this report was true, it was a monstrous and scandalous transaction, and 
he would take care that before the end of the Session, steps would be 
taken to have*9 this case ... subjected to a rigid scrutiny during this 
session. He then touched upon the Municipalities Bill as an entire failure, 
King's College, the Estimates, and the Halifax Railway, with respect to 

which latter he would ask the nature of the information received, as to so 
gigantic a scheme, and the advantages to be derived therefrom. He now came 

to the Feudal Tenure, the original principles of the establishment of 

which was now virtually abandoned. The price was fixed at from 3s 9d to 

7s 6d per acre for land "en bois", had fetched upwards of £20 in this District. 
A perfect anomaly existed under this system. Occupants of lands under this 
tenure were not allowed to erect mills upon the streams; it was true, they 
might use the water for culinary or such harmless purposes, but not for 
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Permanent improvements, It was extraordinary that His Excellency's advisers 
had not noticed this state of things, and he could not account for it 
otherwise than by referring it to their ignorance of the wants of the 

Lower Province, which however, did not make them forget, their fat salaries 
of £1000 a year. This Speech alluded to the alienation of "public works" 
to local purposes. He would ask indeed, were they not at that moment, 
indebted to the tune of £4,000,000. They dwelt upon the re-organization 

of the public debt. They spoke largely about a sinking fund in the course 
of formation, and surely a precious piece of business they had made of it. 
(Hear, hear.) In all sober seriousness, this must be an attempt to throw 
dust in the public eye. In the present state of the exchequer, at a time 
when the expenditure exceeded the amount allowed by the act of the last 
Session, by above £100,000, when in fact there was a Provincial Insolvency, 
which they had patched up by £125,000 worth of what the honorable member 
for Sherbrooke justly styled, on a former evening, "skin plasters." The 
speech had spoken of a large revenue from the Customs Duties, and this too, 
in the face of a revenue actually inadequate to meet the expenditure, With 
regard to the Board of Works, a department wrapt in inextricable difficulties. 
The less said about economy the better, He could not admire them in this 
respect, and he was afraid the difficulties would, if possible, be doubled. 
Economy indeed? He related to the house the case of two lone settlers in a 
desert of 100 miles, between Rimouski and Bonaventure, who had settled 
themselves on the mail road, and rendered great assistance to travellers 
and otherwise, for which they were allowed by Government £25 a year each; 
and will it be believed, that in one instance, the man named Logan had 
received notice of the discontinuance of the grant--though living 40 miles 
from any human habitation. This he denounced as miserable meanness, dis- 
graceful to the government of any civilized country.2 


COL. PRINCE could not support this amendment » because he was decidedly 
opposed to any increase in the Be ee ae 2 till the feeling of the people 
was ascertained upon the subject. 3 


MR. H. BOULTON would have preferred to have waited to express his opinion 
on this question, until such time as the Government measure could be 
developed, but as this amendment had been moved, he could not give a silent 
vote upon it. He felt constrained to vote for the amendment, because the 
principle it involved was a sound one, and such an one as no free people 
would gainsay. Any inequality in the representatives of the people was 
necessarily an abuse tolerated in the Mother Country, on account of 
ancient usage, but it was unknown on this side of the Atlantic, unless 
indeed it were to be permitted in Canada.24 He should be sorry to see a 
new country treated in the same way. > The principle sustained in the 
amendment, was the law of Upper Canada, up to the time of the union; a 
law under which the representation of Upper Canada rose from about forty 
members, gradually imperceptibly, through the regular operation of the law, 
until at the period of the union it was about sixty-one. 


Hear (sic) the observations of the hon. member MR. H. BOULTON did not 
reach us_distinctly, from his interchange of remarks with Messrs. PRICE & 
NOTMAN. 27 
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DR. LATERRIERE.--J'avoue que je suis embarassé pour me prononcer sur 
le mérite de cette seconde proposition qui est une conséquence de la premiére 
pour laquelle j'ai voté: car qui veut la fin veut les moyens, Or le moyen 
de réclamer contre le rappel de l'Union serait d'avoir une majorité dans 
la représentation pour demander effectuellement ce rappel. D!'un autre 
cOté si l'on persiste 4 nous tenir unis, ne serait-il pas juste, ne serait-il 
pas conséquent que la représentation serait également bien balancée, 
L'Angleterre par un arrangement impolitique nous a placé dans une 
lutte incessante entre nous--aujourd'hui c'est un ministére libéral, demain 
un ministére tory.--Ces changements découlent d'une cause presque toujours 
insaisissable, par les hommes les plus clairvoyants de tous les partis-- 
cette lutte devra finir 4 la fin en faveur des plus forts, ce qui ne veut 
pas dire en faveur de la minorité qui, malgré ses justes réclamations, sera 
a la fin obligée de se soumettre et perdra le droit de conduire ses propres 
affaires que sous tout autre régime elle aurait pu faire valoir autrement. 
Voila mes craintes et c'est pour cela que je persiste dans lL'opinion, 
quoique l'on en dise, que l'Union sous les couleurs les plus favorables 
que l'on puisse nous la représenter aujourd'hui, est lL’arrét qui t6dt ou 
tard produira la mort de ceux contre lesquels elle a @té@ tramée. Je 
souhaite du plus profond de mon coeur, me tromper sur la prévision d'un 
semblable résultat, mais c'est ma conviction et c'est ce que je ne peux 
point taire. D'un autre cOté nous avons mis 4 la téte de nos affaires 
des hommes en qui nous avons une parfaite confiance. Serait-ce juste, 
serait-ce équitable envers eux, envers nous-mémes avant que ces hommes 
aient eu l'avantage de nous faire combattre officiellement les mesures 
qu'ils ont préparées pour cette session, d'anticiper, de prononcer une 
opinion sur le mérite des différentes mesures, de les préjuger avant 
qu'elles nous soient soumises officiellement. Ce n'est pas ce qu’en 
ont dit les gazettes de différentes nuances, mais bien ce que l'on en 
dira ici, qui devra nous éclairer sur ce que l'on aura 4 décider, Comme 
la proposition déclaratoire en question en amendement 4 ce paragraphe de 
l'addresse me parait avoir pour but de nous appeller 4 juger par anticipation 
ce que l'on devra nous proposer plus tard 4 ce sujet, je voterai contre 
cette proposition pour le présent, me réservant le droit de voter en faveur 
d'un tel principe, si les raisons que l'on donnera 4 son _appui me parraissent 
bass@ées sur un fond, politiquement et moralement juste, 


MR. BADGLEY regretted exceedingly the discursory manner of the speech-— he 
would content himself with touching on one or two points. Il1st, The represent- 
ation29 of both sections of the Provinee.29 This he considered the most 
important of all the subjects treated to; for on the right construction 
of the Legislatugs depended the3l character of the Legislation, and consequent 
condition of the?“ dearest interests of a free country.33 Assuming the 
principle of equality between the two sections of the Province to be a good 
one, he would ask, what was the object of making any change in the present 
number of representatives? There was nothing before the house, which 
looked like a call from the country, for such a change, and he could not 
help believing that organic changes like this should not be undertaken 
unless a good reason were shown for them. 74 They did not know the intent 
of the provisions of the Bill. All was generalities. His only means was 
to seek information from the semi-official announcements of the public 
journals, from which he learned that35 the bill was intended to be drawn 
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as to give seventy-five members of Lower Canada, of whom twelve and a half 
would be from English, and Sixty-two and half from French constituencies, 
What was this but the Carrying out of the old System of36 1829, a system 

of Proscription by which the interests of those of British Origin were 
disregarded3/ ((and) ) elght members were Seen struggling against eighty?-~38 
Along the borders of the St.Lawrence, were settled the French Canadians, 

and the counties ran back, so that the French Canadians in front might be 
able to Swamp the English settlers in the rear ,!39 Where were the numerous 
English Populations which surrounded the French Canadians (sic) Seigniories?.. 


the present number. To the new System, therefore, perpetuating that 
injustice, he would give his decided Opposition. The law respecting these 
matters had, up to 1837, been most arbitrary and unjust. If mere population 
were to be the basis of representation, to which he was not Prepared to 
object, the most numerous section must necessarily rule the Other--unless 


Lower. In the Same period, her Population had doubled itself five times, 
while that of Lower Canada had doubled itself but twice. Yer that this was 
the correct Principle remained to be universally admitted; in Lower Canada 


by the administration was very much like that which, when Proposed by Sir 


to meet the wants of the country. [ft besides would give Lower Canada a 
great many unnecessary judges--many more than there were in Upper Canada. 
Why should that be?42 On account of the peculiarity of its Civil Law. 

Why was not the English Jury System adopted here? The Civil Law at present 


On questions of Property? Why should S0G.fact wet ve difference in the law 

of the two Sections of the Province render St necessary to have a different 
method of deciding, and oblige the country to have so many more Judges? 

The hon. Member for Montreal had taunted the Hon. Member for St.Maurice with 


Passage in Blackstone which mentioned the several hundred Judges of whom 
the Hon. Member for Montreal had spoken. Before the lete Bilieror trying 
actions for debts under twenty pounds, there were very few Judges indeed 
appointed by the Crown. In France however there were many hundreds. As 

to the School Act, he would only remark, that though no public meetings 

had lately been held in Opposition to it, yet it was regarded with so 
little favour as ever in his own county, nor, he thought, in the Town- 
ship Counties generally. It set parish against parish, neighbour against 
neighbour, and to get rid of the quarrels, people would not put the Bill 
into force at all. At the same time, every one desired to advance the good 
work of education, and no one was more anxious to do so than himself,‘ 

He would Sanction any good Ministerial measure for the above Ppurpose.* 
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But there was in the Speech no mention of that measure, which throughout 
the length and breadth of the land would be regarded with the utmost 
satisfaction,--he meant a measure for the abolition of the Seignorial 
Tenure, that tax on industry and improvement, He did not wish to deprive 
any one of the rights, which almost all had purchased fairly in the market, 
for every man was entitled to be repaid for the money he laid out, and 

few of the present Seigniors had received their lands as descendants of 
the original fianteer (20 They had all been bought and sold several times. 
He could not, therefore, sanction any measure which would deprive them 

of property which they had laid out money to purchase. He regarded the 
Fuedal (sic) system as a blot on Lower Canada, the only country which 
tolerates it. It is a mill-stone about the neck on industry--a chain that 
must drag down the energies of the enterprising cultivator.°1 What could 
be more necessary than to abolish a system by which if he bought a piece 

of land for one hundred pounds, and built on it to the amount of £1000, 

he could not sell it, without the purchaser having to pay one-twelfth 

on the purchase money? That was so much loss to come to his pocket, so 
much?2 filched from the hard earnings of the farmers'53 brain and his hand, 
to go to a man who probably has never laid out one farthing for education 
or the improvement of the country.54 The want of notice of the Speech was 
to him umaccountable.--95 After alluding to what he considered a verbal 
defect in the Address, which spoke of vessels of 9 feet draught going one 
way in the Canals, and only 8 feet draught going the other say oe ( (and) ) 
urging that something more was required than the opening of the Port of 
Montreal to give importance to our trade?’ the hon. gentleman went on to 
speak of the clause relating ot the existence of commerce, and expressed 
his concurrence in what related to the Navigation Laws, He knew the 
question of free trade or protection, was a vexed one, and perhaps that 

was the reason it was_so rightly passed over. As a passing observation 

he would remark that 28 he did not relish the closeness of restriction; but 
some protection to agriculture and manufactures, was necessary and should 
have been mentioned, It certainly was ¢esirable that our farmer should 
be able to under sell the foreigner.59 At the same time there were no 
statistics in the possession of the House to show whether more protection 
was necessary than what was incidentally afforded by the duties levied for 
revenue purposes. If the words "vessels seeking trade’’ in our ports, 
applied solely to sea-going ships, he concurred entirely, as he had 
before remarked, in the sentiments expressed, for it was obviously to the 
advantage of the community that the Canadian producer should get his produce 
to the market at the least expense. But if American vessels were to be 
admitted to free competition on the lakes, it was obvious that all our 
vessels would be swept off, as our neighbours possessed more capital, and 
could build, sail and provision their vessels more cheaply than we could 
do. The hon. gentleman concluded by expressing his opinion that the debate 
was wholly contrary to English parliamentary custom, by which it was usual 
to let the address pass at once, unless for some great objection, or when 

a trial of party strength was to be made. At the same time, he would engage 
for himself and friends to give no factions nor unnecessary opposition 

to the gentlemen opposite to him, 00 


MR. SEYMOUR desired to know the opinion of the Government on the question 
of free trade or protection, in order that the public opinion might be 
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op caeeeaee by petitions, &co. 02, In the present state of almost total 
bankruptcy’~, great prudence was required in legislating between the 
conflicting notions of Free Trade, opening the St.Lawrence, Protection, é&c. 
The abrogation of the Navigation Laws was well enough, as a means to 
cheapen freight, and to raise a revenue, but he doubted whether it would 
much increase our trade. Our neighbours would enlarge the Erie canal 

in their turn. Moreover, the high rates of insurance and freight, would 
operate against us from our inland position. He desired a moderate 
protection, on the United States plan, by duties upon such articles as 

we could not ourselves produce. There was nothing said in the Speech - 
about the expense of Civil Government”’*, of which the hon. Attorney General 
(West) had been so staunch an advocate, when out of power, © Hon. gent. 
opposite, when themselves in opposition, were loud in their complaints 

on this score, why did they not now carry their own doctrines?66 He was 
in favour of the principal portion of the Address; but opposed to an 
increase of representation®/, We should have to erect, at great cost, the 
suitable Judicial and Parliamentary buildings required--this expense 
proposed too, by men who pay the very village school-masters in debentures!-- 
(Hear, hear, hear,)--He should like to see such a modification of the 
Judicature Act as would assist the administration of Justice.68 The fees 
in the Chancery Court were too high, and the proceedings too protracted. 
The District and Division Courts also requires reforms; indeed the 
District Court Act of 1845 had only increased the fees of those Courts. 

In any bill respecting the Division Courts, power should be given to try 
small cases of trover and damages. He was also in favour of the clause 
for appropiating lands in Upper Canada to Common Schools; but he hoped 
Government would not alienate all the Crown Lands, till they had done for 
the militia of Upper Canada, that act of justice, which the hon. Attorney 
General (West) had so lately favoured when out of power. 69 He would draw 
the attention of the Executive to the Militia Laws, why are not the men, 
in both sections of the Province, placed on the same footing/9, All who 
served in 1812 had become entitled to certain lands’ know as the Prince 
Regent's Bounty./2 But in 1813 and 1814 this was extended to the militia 
of Lower Canada, so as to give them lands to the extent of about £250,000, 
while those of Upper Canada got but about 280,000.73 


M. LAURIN.--M. l'orateur, j'aurais désiré que l'honorable membre pour 
le comté de St.-Maurice eut réservé cette question pour un autre temps. 
Mais puisque la question est soumise 4 la Chambre, il faut se prononcer; 
c’est une question qui intéresse le pays entier. Je diffare d'opinion 
avec l'honorable membre en ceci, c'est que je crois que ce n'était pas 
le moment d'agiter cette question; quand 4 la question en elle méme, je 
suis avec lui. M. l'orateur, nous avons vu le peuple du Bas—Canada se 
récrier contre l'injustice de la représentation du pays. Nous avons vu 
des assemblées se faire dans toutes les parties du Bas-Canada pour réclamer 
une représentation basée sur la population, et protestant en méme temps 
contre l'injustice qu'on nous fesait en donnant au Haut-Canada une 
représentation aussi forte que la ndtre, tandis que le Bas-Canada a une 
population supérieure a celle du Haut-Canada. 

Le manifeste du comté constitutionnel de la réforme et du progrés, 
réclame fortement contre cette injustice, suite de l'acte d'Union qui nous 
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a été imposé par le gouvernement anglais, Ce manifeste que je tiens 4 
la main a été adopté par tout le Bas-Canada, par les districts de Quécec 
et des Trios-Riviéres, tout entiers, et par partie du district de Montréal, 
Ce manifeste demande, en termes que ne peuvent laisser aucun doutes, une © 
représentation basée sur la population, comme mesure de justice pour le 
Bas—Canada. 

C'est aprés avoir moi-méme soutenu une telle proposition que je suis 
appelé 4 voter aujourd'hui sur cette question. Aprés m'étre présenté 
avec le manifeste 4 la main sur les hustings, et m’@tre fait @lire, comme 
probablement la plupart des membres de cette Chambre, par des @lecteurs 
qui avaient pris ce manifeste pour programme, je crois de mon devoir, 
pour @tre conséquent avec moi-méme, de voter pour la proposition qui est 
devant la Chambre, quelque soit le temps ati elle est preséntée. 

Je ne suis pas préparé 4 me prononcer sur cette question. Je n'ai 
cependant pas voulu donner un vote silencieux; et c'est pour cela que 
je répéte que c'est une unjustice qu'on nous a faite de nous donner la 
méme représentation qu'au Haut-Canada quand on est beaucoup plus nombreux. 
J'ai toujours réclamé contre cette injustice, et je crois devoir encore 
le faire aujourd'hui que je n'ai aucune raison pour m'engager 4 changer 
d'opinion. Je vote done en faveur de 1'amendement., 


M. CAUCHON.--Je voudrais bien que l'honorable membre ptt me montrer dans 
le manifeste de Québec un seul mot 4 l'appui de ce qu'il dit?/5 


M. LAURIN.--Je vais répondre 4 l'instant. Voici ce que dit le manifeste: 
"Par une des résolutions unaimement adoptées par l'’assemblée du 29 
juillet, il et déclaré que le nombre des membres de l'assemblée législative 
au Canada est insuffisant pour représenter complétement et fidélement les 

voeux et les besoins du peuple de cette province, et qu'il n'est point 
proportionné 4 la population du pays déja considérable et qui s'accroit 
rapidement," et il est instamment recommandé "au comité" de prendre toutes 
les mesures qu'il croira propres 4 obtenir une représentation plus 
mombreuse et plus en rapport avec la population des diverses parties du 
pays.''/6 

M. CAUCHON.--M. l'orateur, je n'aurais certainement pas parlé ce soir, 
sans les réflections de l'hon. député de Lotbiniére, sur la question 
importante de la réforme @lectorale, question que la chambre n'a pas 4 
discuter aujourd'hui et qui exige ume discussion 4 part et plus étendue. 
Je n'aurais pas parlé, parce que je sens qu'on a discuté sur tous les 
sujets possibles sans but aucun, et qu'aprés trois jours de débats, il 
est temps que nous nous occupions des intéréts et des besoins réels du 
pays, (trés bien.) 

Mais l'hon. député de Lotbiniare vient de faire une assertion que 
je ne puis ne pas relever’’ ((et)) j'espére néammoins qu'on me permettra 
de dire quelques mots. J'ai demandé 4 l'honorable membre qui vient de 
s'asseoir, de me citer quelques expressions qui pussent justifier sa 
pensée, Il n’a rien trouvé. [1 nous a lu un extrait du manifeste du 
comité constitutionnel de la réforme et du progrés de Québec, 78 Et que 
dit cette résolution? Elle dit umiquement, comme la chambre a pu s’en 
convaincre en l'entendant lire, que la répartition actuelle de la 
représentation est injuste, que la représentation n'est pas suffisante 
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pour la population, et qu'il faut L'augmenter./? Que peut-on désirer de 
plus? Rien ne tend, dans le manifeste de Québec, 4 dire qu'on ait besoin 
d'une représentation plus forte que celle du Haut-Canada. 0 D'ailleurs, 
c'est, mot pour mot, le préambule du bill de M. Aylwin, dont le dispositif 
élevait le nombre des représentants de 84 4 140, dont 75 pour le Bas-Canada 
et 75 pour le Haut-Canada. On se convaincra de cette vérité en confrontant 
le texte de la résolution avec le préambule du bi1181, 


Clest vrai.82 


MR. CAUCHON ((continued:)) S'il peut y trouver un mot de plus en sa 
faveur, je dis qu'alors je voterai avec lui; mais il ne trouvera pas ce 
mot. 

Encore une fois, je me réserve 4 discuter pleinement cette question 
importante, lorsqu’'elle viendra en son temps, devant la chambre.84 [1 
est une autre considération ee doit nous convaincre que l'honorable membre 
adopte une mauvaise marche.® La chambre n'est pas appelée 4 voter le 
principe du bill de la réforme parlementaire, mais uniquement a reconnaitre 
ou 4 nier la nécessité de législater sur um pareil sujet. Le discours 
du tr6ne parle du besoin d'augmenter le chiffre de la représentation, sans 
mentionner le mode de répartition. Quand donc on serait pour la représen- 
tation basée sur la population, ce ne serait pas se compromettre de 
déclarer d'une maniére générale, qu'il convient d'augmenter la représen- 
tation du pays. (Trés-bien.)® 

Maintenant puisque je suis debout, quoique je ne m'’attendisse pas 4 
parler ce soir, on me permettra de dire quelque chose sur des remarques 
qui ont précédé. L'honorable membre pour le comté de St.-Maurice a déversé 
l'injure sur tous les hommes du pays, sur l'administration, sur la 
représentation nationale et sur la presse. (Tr&s-bien.)88 Il a voulu 
la rapetisser pour se grandir. Ila trouvé que le conseil exclusif était 
un petit conseil, mais il ne s'est pas rappelé que c'est 1'ame de la 
Chambre qui est le grand conseil du pays; voila ce qu'il n'a pas compris. 
Il ressent toujours du plaisir 4 rabaisser les hommes publics; c'était 
son systéme d'autrefois, il voudrait le faire revivre. 9 Jl n'accueille 
que par le dénigrement et l'’invective tous ceux qui ont le courage de ne 
pas penser comme lui. 90 Quand il voit qu'un homme commence 4 monter, il 
se hate de tacher de l'abaisser. I1 se plait 4 lancer l'invective contre 
tous ses concitoyens, contre tout le monde.91 1 procéde 4 l'injure par 
des progressions mais toujours par des progressions descendantes: c'est 
le propre de son talent. I1 vous dira donc, si vous avez eu le malheur 
de provoquer sa colére, que vous étre "vil, bas et mercantile."92 

La presse n'a pas été épargnée; elle est menteuse, vile, basse et mer- 
cantile.93 Pour lui, @tre marchand, c'est tre plus bas que vil. (On rit.)94 
Il a ravalé la presse, mais elle est sortie victorieuse de cette lutte. 

Il n'est pas étonnant qu'il veuille la souiller; il en sent les coups qui 

le pressent et le martellent. Cet instrument, toujours si puissant, lui 
nuit; on peut done lui pardonner de vouloir la baillonner. I1 n'est plus 
dans la méme position qu'autrefois?>. Le temps est passé oti il commandait 

en dominateur et en tyran. Autrefois, il écrasait, il refoulait vers l'oubli 
tous ceux qui s'élevaient par leur mérite et dont la gloire pouvait jeter 

de l'ombre sur le colosse. Aujourd'hui, les hommes publics ne sont plus 
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ses esclaves, et26 it y a des vois qui osent s'élever pour parler contre 
ses abel qui ont trainé le pays dans l'abime, Et moi, tout jeune 
que je suis, je réclame, avec énergie, toute l'indépendance de mes 
opinions et la libre expression de ma pensée, (Trés—bien.) 

Il m'a attaqué jeudi de la maniére la plus inconvenante et la plus 
personnelle, et tout la presse qui défend, avec moi, comme journaliste, 
la cause du pays, a été l'objet de sa haine et des plus injurieuses 
insinuations. Je suis fier d'étre appelé 4 revendiquer ici les droits 
de la presse et 4 défendre ceux qui n'ont pas une voix dans l’enceinte 
législative. La colére et la haine de l'hon. député sont un baume pour 
moi, une indicible jouissance, elles me font du bien, et suffisent pour 
me payer du dur travail que je me suis imposé. (Trés bien.) Quelqu'humble 
soit ma position dans le journalisme, je lL'aime et l'apprécie, car cette 
position je la dois 4 mes concitoyens. D'ailleurs si l'hon. député du 
Saint=Maurice avait jugé du nulle valuer le Journal et les autres feuilles 
qui ne partagent pas ses opinions; s'il ne se sentait briser par le martelage 
incessant de la presse, si les coups terribles qu'elle lui porte n‘allaient 
pas jusqu'a son ame travaillée par l'orgeuil et l'ambition, il eut gardé 
silence 4 son é@gard, et l'attaquerait avec moins de fureur aujourd'hui. 
(Trés bien.) Il faut donc lui pardonner, si, subissant les terribles 
tiraillements de cet engin dont la puissance lui fait peur et L'irrite, 
il fait entendre en rompant un bruit rauque et sacadé! (tras bien.)?8 

De tout ce déluge de mots dont il a fatigue la Chambre, est-il sorti 
un seul raisonnement? Non! il nous a promenés par toute l'Europe, pour 
nous faire voir les belles choses qui s'y passent. Je ne suis pas 1'ennemi 
du progres. Je me réjouis du triomphe des idées libérales, de ces idées 
qui sont la manifestation des intelligances toujours se développant, 
toujours grandissant. Mais, M. l'orateur, si je suis un ami du progrés, 
je ne suis pas un démolisseur.99 

Le grand pouvoir, la grande force de l'hon. député de St.-Maurice, est 
la force de démolissement! D'édification? Jamais. Tr&s-bien, ) 100 
Aujourd hui vient-il replacer les pierres de cet @difice qu'il a détruit 
par ses folies? Non, il vient encore jeter le désordre dans le pays; s'il 
reste encore un édifice, il veut ledétruire, le bouleverser. [1 vient 
encore avec son pouvoir, je ne dirai pas invincible, mais fatal de 
destruction. I1 veut frapper la base de cet édifice qu’il n'a pas eu 
l'honneur de reconstruire. I1 nous a parlé de révolutions qui se sont 
opérées en Europe, de ses amis de France, de leurs talents, de leur grande 
éducation. Mes amis, c'étaient des hommes aux idées les plus extraordinaires,. 
Il a été frapper 4 la porte de M. Proudhon; ses idées peuvent étre les mémes; 
il a des idées aussi extrsaordinaires.190l Mais il y a cette différence 
entre lui et M. Proudhon, c'est que lui ne croit probablement pas que la 
propriété soit un vol! (On rit.)102 Que nous a-t-il dit pour prouver que 
ses opinions étaient bonmes? I1 a dit que l'acte d'Union @tait un acte 
infame, excécrable; qu'il y avait eu de l'injustice envers les canadiens; 
que l'Amérique avait des institutions libres; que la France enfin, avait 
triomphé. Mais il n'a pas parlé de la réaction qui a eu lieu en France. 103 
((Et)) qui nie que l'acte d'Union ait été enfanté dans l'iniquité? Mais en 
est-il moins vrai que l'iniquité a été incompléte, et que ce qu'elle voulait 
anéantir elle lui a donné de la force et de la durabilité? Aujourd'huil4 
quand le peuple veut une mesure, il faut qu'il l'obtienne, qu'il n'est pas 
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d'"homme qui ose s'opposer au peuple; que le pouvoir est entre les mains 
du peuple; que le gouvernement est le produit de la volonté du pays, par 
la volonté de l'administration.105 Avec de pareils éléments de force et 
d'action l'on comprend que la chambre, pour la législation et 1'administration, 
la chambre ne peut plus @tre comme autrefois, ume simple société de 
discussion, (Trés-bien.)106 Le rappel de 1'Union nous enléverait tous 
ces avantages.107 
L'hon. député nous a dit qu'il n'était descendu Aa Québec qu'a la suite 
de bien des instances et de bien des sollicitations, Savez-vous d’ot lui 
sont venus ces instances et ces sollictations? Du Dr. Bardy! (On rit.) 108 


M. PAPINEAU.--On m'a envoyé une lettre signée par soixante personnes. 109 


M. CAUCHON.--Quelles sont ces soixante personnes? C'était un petit 
comité qui avait été formé dans un petit coin de la ville. Le public n'en 
savait rien. Tout le monde a été étonné de voir l'’hon, membre venir, d'une 
maniére si peu digne de sa position d'autrefois, dans notre vieille capitale. 
Pourquoi y est-il venu?110 11 était descendu 3 Québec pour jeter le poids 
de son influence dans l'urne é@électorale. I1 voulait faire de 1l'agitation 
a tout prix, il voulait, en un mot, faire l'élection de Québec 4 l'encontre 
du ministére, I1 etit di garder le silence sur cette circonstance malheureuse 
de sa vie publique. Comme il n'était pas appelé par les citoyens de Québec, 
les citoyens de Québec n'allérent pas au devant de lui; ils comprenaient 
trop l'inconvenance de sa démarche, a l'approche d'une élection pour se 
compromettre au point de lui faire visite, lorsque cet acte tout de 
cordialité et d'hospitalité, il l'etit pu l'interpréter comme un approbation 
de sa conduite. Cette position était humiliante, si on la compare aux 
ovations du passé, (Ecoutez.) Dans toute autre circonstance, tout ce 
qu'il y a de citoyens respectables dans Québec, tous ceux qui ont une 
position publique se fussent fait un devoir d'aller saluer un ancien ami 
et un compatriote revenu de l'exil au sein de la patrielll, lui donner la 
main. Mais il n'y a eu que deux ou trois personnes respectables qui sont 
allé lui rendre visite.112 Attendez! 1'honorable député de Saint-Maurice 
nous a parlé de son arrivée 4 Québec; mais il ne nous a pas parlé de son 
départ, il nous a pas dit qu'il était parti de Québec, musique en téte 
et tambour battant? (Hilarité.) Ceux qui l'avaient invité et dont je 
vous ai parlé il y a un instant, firent de prodigieux efforts pour obtenir 
a l'illustre voyageur une escorte qui ftit digne de lui. Une compagnie de 
pompier fut organisée et celle-ci le conduisit au vaisseau. Malgré le 
zéle et l'activité de ses amis, on ne put réunir que plus de vingt-trois 
personnes pour lui faire queue. Ce fut donc au son du tambour que l1'honorable 
député de Saint-Maurice sortit de la ville de Québec. Le tambour est 
souvent l'instrument de la victoire, mais il est quelque (sic) fois aussi 
l'instrument de la fuite et de la honte! (Rires et approbation.)113 voila 
la position ot l'honorable membre s'est trouvé. 

Qui ne connait pas les intrigues du petit comté de 1'hGtel d'Albion, 
qui ne sait pas que des résolutions y furent rédigées sous les yeux de 
l'hon, député de St.Maurice et dans le but avoué de créer des embarras 4 
l'administration, malgré ses protestations du contraire dans le temps, 115 
Son opinion était différente de celle des autres personnes qui s'y trouvaient, 
et il se vit obligé dell6 consentir A des modifications essentielles et 
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profondes. L'hon. député avait déclaré solennellement qu’on ne pouvait 
sauver le pays que par le rappel de l'acte d'Union, Et cependant, cet homme 
aux profondes convictions, renonce 4 son idée chérie, 4 son principe, pour 
accepter le programme de ceux qui l'ont appelé. 'Moi, je suis, dit-il, 
d'opinion que le rappel de l'Union seul peut nous sauver ; mais vous le 
voulez, je me soumets." N'avait-il pas qu'un but, et, pour l'atteindre, 
n'a-t-il pas prouvé qu'il pouvait tout faire, méme manquer au respect qu'il 
se devait 4 lui-méme et aux régles les plus ordinaires de la convenance? 
(Trés—bien.) 


L'honorable membre ne cesse de nous répéter que 1’Union est une injustice, 


que c'est une oeuvre enfantée dans le noir, dans unm but de destruction et 
d'anéantissement. Ce n'est rien de neuf pour la chambre et pour le pays. 
Mais L'oeuvre d’iniquité n'a-t-elle pas été brisée, parce que le tyran 
n'avait pas su bien combiner toutes les parties de son calcul infernal? 

et n'est-ce pas ce méme acte d'Union qui a placé une influence francaise 
dans les conseils du souverain? Si des Canadiens-francgais, ne voulant pas 
accepter l'expérience du passé, s'étaient obstinément refusés 4 prendre 
part au gouvernement, ou seraient aujourd’hui nos compatriotes? Dans 
l'isolement et l'abaissement. (Trés-bien.) 

Je sais parfaitement bien que l'acte d'Union, malgré qu'il fasse, ne 
saurait @tre rappelé, et au lieu de diriger les forces vives du pays vers 
un but utile, il s'efforce d'entrainer l'opinion vers le systéme d'opposition 
A outrance d'autrefois, C'est sa politique du "tout ou rien"417, Mais on 
sait 4 quoi ¢a conduit; 4 l'agitation, 4 la mort, a la fuite. Veild le 
systéme du tout ou Pisa 1s Cette politique, nos DORs publics ne l'ont 
pas suivie depuis 1840119. Le principe le plus sage, c'est de prendre la 
société telle qu'elle est et de tacher de l'améliorer petit-a-petitr. Eh: 
n'avons-nous pas déja réussi 4 le faire? Oui; +2 en procédant lentement et 
prudemmentl21 nous avons réussi 4 faire disparaftre les clauses les plus 
injustes de l'acte d'Uniont2?, (Trés-bien,. ) 123 Et si nous avons réussi 
a cela, ne Saingaeniee dann pas faire plus encore? Nous ne devons donc pas 
essayer de renverser l' administration?12+ La violence a produit la des- 
truction, la modération a réédifié et nous a donné le pouvoir. (C'est vrai.) 
Mais cela n'est pas possiblel26, Il se trompe amérement. Le peuple ne le 
suivra plus dans cette voie de désastres ott son chef veut le conduire 
une seconde fois pour repaitre son @goisme et son ambition. (Trés-bien). 

Si le pays ne peut pas vivre sans le rappel de l'Union, si son salut 
n'est qu'a ce prix, suivant l'honorable député de Saint-Maurice, pourquoi 
a l'assemblée de Québec a-t-il fait fléchir sa conscience et ses profondes 
convictions? (Ecoutez.) Pourquoi a-t-il abandonné la rappel de l'acte 
d'Union pour la représentation basée sur la population? Pourquoi admettre 
par cet acte de sa part la constitutionalité, la rationalité et la validité 
de l'Union? Pourquoi? parce que ses auditeurs le voulaient ainsi et due, 
pour cet homme aux convictions si tenaces et si profondes, obéir 4 la 
voix de celui qui le flatte et l'encense, c'est @tre consistant; parce que 
mettre des entraves 4 la marche du gouvernement, 4 quelque prix que ce soit, 
méme au sacrifice de ses opinions les plus accentuées et les plus énergique- 
ment émises, c'est @tre invariable dans ses principes. (Trés—bien.) 

Il s'apercevait que le peuple, dans toute 1l'étendue du pays, ne voulait 


pas de l'agitation du rappel de l'Union; que le peuple ne voulait pas demander 
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ce qu'il ne pouvait obtenir; mais il voulait nuire 4 l'administration, il 
voulait lui susciter des obstacles. Tel était l'objet avoué du petit 

comité de rédaction qui tenait ses séances 4 l'hdtel d'Albion, sous sa 

vue et sa direction. (Ecoutez.) I1 savait trés bien qu'a la premiére 

vue et avant une discussion sérieuse de la réforme électorale, la grande 
majorité se prononcerait en faveur d'une réforme basée sur la population, 

il dit donc: "Proposons la réforme @lectorale basée sur la population. 

Le gouvernement ne voudra, ou ne pourra la donner; nous aurons atteint notre 
but, qui est celui de créer des obstacles. (Ecoutez) ."127 

J'aurais voulu qu'une autre circonstance se soit présentée pour 
discuter cette question de la représentation basée sur la population. 
J'espére qu'elle reviendra et que les hommes qui ont pu étudier cette 
question nous diront ce qu'ils en pensent.12 

Mais ce serait insensé que de vouloir pour le Bas-Canada une 
représentation basée sur la population, et l'honorable député de Saint- 
Maurice qui, s'appuyant sur la justice absolue, veut que la plus grande 
somme de représentation appartienne 4 la plus grande somme de population, 
s'il pensait que le peuple du Bas-Canada est convaincu qu'actuellement 
ou dans peu la population du Haut-Canada aura dépassé la ndtre, oserait-il 
dire a4 unm seul de nos collégues électoraux:!29 "nous sommes moins nombreux 
que le Haut-Canada, et il faut en cons@équence donner au Haut-Canada une 
représentation plus considérable que la nétre.'' Oserait-il le faire? 

Non; il ne 1l'oserait pas 30 car on le repousserait avec indignation et 
avec mépris. (Non, non.)131 S'il le dit aujourd'hui, c'est parce qu'il 
croit que le peuple est convaincu que notre population est plus forte que 
celle du Haut-Canada; c'est parce qu'il sait qu'il flatte par 14 les 
préjugés populaires; le peuple sera avec lui tant qu'il croira qu'on 

est plus nombreux dans le Bas que dans le Haut-Canada; cela ne pourra pas 
durer longtemps.132 Ce n'est donc que sur les préjugés qu'il a bati ses 
théories destructives, et ce n'est donc, qu’en les flattant, qu'il espére 
conduire le peuple du Bas-Canada 3 se suicider. (Trés bien).133 La seule 
clause, M. l'orateur, la seule clause de l'acte d'Union qui nous sauve, 
c'est cette clause par laquelle il faut les trois quarts de la représentation 
pour y apporter des changements; qui veut, que quelque soit la population 
respective des deux provinces, jamais l'une ou l'autre ne pourra obtenir 
une représentation plus forte que celle de l'autre province, Voila le 
principe qui nous sauve aujourd'hui. 

Il y a d'autres considérations d'un ordre peut-étre supérieur que je 
pourrais faire valoir. I1 y a cette considération qu'il faut 56 voix pour 
obtenir un changement dans l'administration. Que l'honorable membre compte 
ses voix. S'il veut donner au Bas-Canada une supériorité sur le Haut- 
Canada, rencontrera-t-il ses 56 voix? Quant 4 moi, je dis que cette mesure 
serait une mesure de mort pour le Bas-Canada. Je dis et je montrerai que 
nous ne sommes pas réunis au Haut-Canada comme peuple mais comme province, 
Nous sommes réunis réellement par l'acte d'Union dans un intérét commun. 
(Ecoutez.) ((Mais)) l'honorable député de Saint-Maurice veut, 4 tout prix 
la justice absolue et la représentation basée sur la population dans le 
Canada, il ne veut pour son pays aucun principe d'équilibre, aucun contre- 
poids politique, et cependant il admet cette nécessité d'équilibre pour 
les pays étrangers. (Ecoutez).155 

L'honorable membre a reconnu le nécessité de 1'Union entre les états 
de l'Union américaine, pourquoi n'en reconnaitrait-il pas la nécessité 
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pour les deux Canadas?" >" Pourquoi trouve-t-il sage que les tout petits 


comme les trés grands Etats de l'Union ne soient représentés chacun par 

deux membres, ni plus ni moins, dans le sénat fédéral, lui qui crie de 

toutes ses forces que la représentation non répartie suivant la population 
est une monstrueuse iniquité? (Trés bien). Je sais qu'il me répondra: 

Mais nous ne sommes pas vis-a-vis du Haut-Canada, dans la position d'un 

état confédéré." Oui, nous le sommes. Nous avons été, il.est vrai, unis 
individuellement au Haut-Canada; mais virtuellement c'est comme province 

que nous prenons part 4 l'Union. En effet, n'avons-nous pas nos 

institutions 4 protéger et a défendre comme le Haut-Canada a les siennes 
qu'il chérit et vénére comme nous chérissons et vénérons les ndtres? 

(C'est vrai.) Ce qui prouve plus que quoi que soit que nous sommes comme 
province partie 4 l'Union, c'est notre législation de chaque jour et de 
chaque moment, c'est la législation distincte pour le Haut, et la légis- 
lation non moins distincte pour le Bas-Canada. Et comment maintenir cet 
équilihre, ce contre-goids dans lequel il ne peut avoir de sécurité et 

de garantie pour les institutions et les lois de l'une ou l'autre province, 
si ce n'est par l'égalité de la représentation? (Trés bien). Convient-il? 
est-il prudent de placer une province 4 la remorque de l'autre et d'exposer 
ainsi au démolissement les institutions sociales et politiques de la 

province numériquement la plus faible dans l'enceinte législative? 
(Ecoutez.)137 Est-ce qu'il est sinc8re, quand il dit qu'il veut la 
représentation basée sur la population? Est-il vrai que s'il est vrai 

que dans deux années le Haut-Canada aura une population plus forte que la 
nOtre, il faudrait toujours cette justice absolue, dont il nous parle, 

pour tout le monde? Mais dans quelle position le Bas-Canada se trouverait-il 
alors par rapport au Haut-Canada? I1 se trouverait dans un état d'infériorité 
qui le conduirait 4 sa ruine. Jusqu’ici le Haut-Canada a eu une population 
moins forte que la nétre, et il a joui d'une représentation égale. Et 
aujourd'hui que vient le moment de la rétribution, que la balance est de 
l'autre cdté, que la population du Haut-Canada va @tre plus forte que 
notre, wous allons réconnaitre ce principe, nous allons lui donner une 
supériorité dans la représentation?7138 

L'honorable député de Saint-Maurice trouve que les hommes du ministére 
sont méprisables et corrompus et les attaque avec colére. Mais s'il 
réussissait 4 les faire descendre du pouvoir, il sait trés bien que les 
hommes de lL'opposition ne sont pas assez forte pour les y remplacer, Ce 
n'est pas 14 non plus son objet. Son objet, c'est de rendre le gouvernement 
impossible, c'est de pousser de nouveau ses concitoyens dans la voie des 
luttes 4 outrance, c'est de pousser de nouveau dans le désordre et 
l'anarchie, c’est de rappeler de nouveau les terribles événements qui ont 
passé sur le pays dans nos jours de devil. (Ecoutez). 

Les petites choses excitent comme les grandes, sa colére et sa ré- 
probation. Avec quelle indignation n’a-t-il pas dénoncé cette clause de 
l'acte d'union qui déclare que 20 députés présents suffisenmt pour former 
un quorum.!39 oh! c'est ume chose néfaste qu'un quorum de vingt personnes, 
et pour cela on peut tout bouleverser! on peut arréter la marche du 
gouvernement! faire écraser la population Canadienne! 11 faut @tre bien 
aveugle, bien orgueilleux pour croire que dans cette simple question est 
renfermé une iniquité assez grande pour nous faire abandonner le pouvoir. 
Si comme on n’en peut douter, l'esprit qui a présidé 4 la confection de 
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l'acte d'union avait un but mauvais, un but d'isolement et d'anéantissement, 
tout le monde conviendra que cette clause au moins ne porte pas dans sa 
contexture le méme cachet d'iniquité. C'’était une simple mesure d'expérience. 
Lord Sydenham ayant fabriqué l'union voulait la faire marcher 4 tout prix, 
et jugeant, en face de l'injustice qu'il commettait, jugeant les Canadiens- 
frangais par la conduite des chefs politiques de l'’ancien régime, il 
crut, dans doute, devoir réduire 4 20 le quorum de la chambre pour éviter 
les inconvénients auxquels pourrait exposer leur isolement et leur refus 
de participer a4 la chose publique. Mais il s'est trompé, et les Canadiens- 
francaisl41 sont entrés dans l'administration, dans le gouvernement, Ils 
ont fait valoir leur influence morale; leur énergie a triomphé et les 
Canadiens sont au pouvoir; leurs droits sont respectésl42 et le chef de 
l'administration est un Canadien-frangais., (Trés bien). 

Si nos hommes publics, a force de persévérance et de modération, ont 
pu arracher 4 l'acte d'Union ses plus méchantes pages, ces pages qui 
avaient été évidemment écrites avec une intention hostile, ne serait-il 
pas infiniment plus facile,143 maintenant que l'usage de notre belle 
langue est permis en parlement, 144 dans le cas ou on le jugerait nécessaire, 
d'obtenir le rappel de ces clauses indifférenres et sans portée politique? 
Pourquoi donc se plaindre avec tant d'’amertume de ce qui n'a été depuis 
l'Union, ni un inconvénient, ni un obstacle a la marche des affaires 
publiques? (Trés bien.) 145 

Mais, M. L'orateur, ce qui m'a surtout frappé dans cette discussion, 
ce sont les compliments146, les caresses que se font et les doux embras- 
sements que se donnent réciproquement l'honorable député de St.Maurice 
et l'honorable député de Sherbrooke. Avec quel amour et quelle effusion 
le présent député de St. Maurice et l'ancien député de St.Maurice ne se 
pressent-ils pas l'un contre l'autre; et sous l'influence de cette 
étreinte d'une fraternité sans exemple, ils s'échangent des paroles de 
brilante sympathie. (Bruyante hilarité et cris de: écoutez)! Que les 
temps sont changés!147 L'année derniére, se rappelant les événements de 
trent-sept, il s'élevait avec indignation contre l'honorable membre pour 
le comté de St.-Maurice; il n'y avait pas d'épithétes assez fortes pour 
le stigmatiser, pas d'injures assez fortes ee lui lancer 4 la figure; 
c'était un ambitieux, un lache, un traftre.!48 c'était, j'emploie ses 
expressions mémes, c'était un miserable wretch, un homme sans convictions, 
sans conscience, sans principes, sans entrailles et sans honneur., (Ecoutez). 
Aujourd'hui ses idées sont changées,149 parce qu'il croit qu'il pourra 
peut-étre par 14 créer de la division dans les rangs libéraux, aujourd'hui 
sa voix devient meilleure, il n'a pas assez de compliments 4 lui faire; 
c'est un homme consistant, un homme 4 grandes et profondes convictions, 
un homme d'une force de caractére admirable. I1 se plait cependant 4 
ajouter, il est vrai, "je 1l'ai toujours combattu avec force, avec énergie, 
avec tout le pouvoir de mon ame; j'ai fait couler le sang des canadiens, 
mais je reconnais que j'ai été dans l'erreur; l'honorable membre, je dois 
le reconnaitre, était honnéte et sincére!150 (Ecoutez).151 J'espére aussi 
que si moi, j'ai fait couler le sang de ses compatriotes, il voudra bien 
croire que moi aussi j'étais alors sincére. Embrassons-nous donc, nous 
ne pouvons manquer de nous aimer aujourd'hui." Voila la maniére avec 
laquelle on procéde. 
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L'honorable député de Sherbrooke avoue toujours avoir été 1'adversaire 
ardent de l'hon. député de St.Maurice; qu'il s'est précipité dans la mélée 
pour le combattre, a versé le sang des Canadiens-frangis, et cependant 
il croit 4 son honnéteté et 4 sa sincérité. (Ecoutez), 

Aprés des paroles aussi sympathiques et aussi amicales, la réciprocité 
ne pouvait se faire longtemps attendre, et aussi l'honorable député de 
St.Maurice est-il venu rencontrer 3 mi-chemin son ancien ennemi,193 "Od. 
a-t-il dit, je sais que vous vous @tes jeté avec fureur au milieu du combat, 
que vous avez aidé 4 massacrer nos compatriotes, mais aujourd'hui je vous 
dis que vous étiez sincére. Vous avouez que je suis sincére, moi qui 
voudrais jeter le trouble dans le pays, parceque je voudrais la désolation 
d'autrefois; pourquoi ne dirais-je pas que vous @tes sincére vous aussi?" 
Les deux honorables membres aujourd'hui s'embrassent; ils veulent marcher 
de concert!154 

Mais nous allons de miracle en miracle, 155 il y a aussi un autre 
phénoméne dans cette Chambre; c'est que l'honorable membre pour le comté 
de Gaspé a donné lui aussi l'embrassade 4 l'honorable membre pour le 
comté de St.Mauricel56, 11 ne l'accueillait pas avec des paroles aussi 
suaves lorsque la parole puissante alors, de de (sic) l'ex-orateur de 
l’ancienne chambre d'aasemblée du Bas-Canada, le chassait avec ignominie 
pout la cinquiéme fois de l'enceinte parlementaire! (Rires, et écoutez.) 

L'honorable député de Gaspé a cru devoir insinuer que les honorables juges 
Bedard et Aylwin ont @té@ coupables de transactions honteuses et déshonorantes, 
et l'affirmer en ne s'appuyant que sur la rumeur publique. I1 me semble 
que la noble indépendance et L’intégrité dont l'un de ces juges avait fait 
preuve dans des temps de malheur et d'angoisse, devrait le mettre 4 L'abri 
d'accusations aussi insidieuses et aussi déloyales. (Ecoutez.) La rumeur 
n'est pas toujours re as aa mais si on devait lui préter oreille, il 
faudrait croire quet 7 si la derniére administration n'était pas morte 
sit6t, l'honorable membre pour Gaspé aurait peut-étre été fait agent pour 
les biens des Jésuites. Autrefois l’'accolade n'eut pas @té si facile, il 
n'eut pas pu dire qu'il se plaisait 4 croire que l’honorable membre pour 
le comté de St.-Maurice avait un si grande influence dans le pays. Si 
l'honorable membre pour Gaspé avait eu encore l'’espérance d'’avoir l'agence 
pour les biens des Jésuites, si la derniére administration, malheureusement 
pour le pauvre homme, ne fut pas expirée, 158 l'agence serait restée dans 
les mains de celui qui la possédait déja. (On rit.) 9 

Maintenant, aprés avoir rappelé les paroles admirables par lesquelles 
ses siens amis se sont embrassés, tout en essuyant le sang qui pourrait 
bien couler encore, (comme les temps changent!) maintenant je ferai 
remarquer encore un phénonéne que j'ai observé en cette Chambre. C'est 
que ceux qui soutiennent aujourd'hui l'honorable membre pour le comté de 
St.-Maurice, sont précisément ceux qui l'opposaient autrefois, lorsqu'il 
était, du moins de parole, si grand défenseur des intitutions de son pays; 
ce sont les membres qui autrefois composaient le family compact. D'ou 
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vient cette réunion de ges eet een ocala si oppasés? c'est que, comme l'on 


dit, les extrémes se touchent 0, Jamais cette maxime n'a été plus vraie 
que dans cette circonstance. C'est le républicanisme le plus extreme 
fraternisant avec ... l'aristocratie du Haut-Canada. Avec ce parti, 


l'honorable député de Saint-Maurice a formé une alliance offensive et 
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défensive. C'est probablement qu'il y a affinité ou identité actuelle entre 
les quelques hommes qui ont longtemps possédé le pouvoir dans le Haut- 
Canada, et la famille qui, l'ayant perdu, veut le conquérir a4 tout prix 
dans le Bas-Canada. (Trés-bien.)161 C'est qu'il y a chez eux communauté 
d'affection, des instincts qui leurs sont naturels; c'est qu'il y a des 
questions de vaste importance pour le pays auxquelles 1'honorable membre 
pour le comté de St.-Maurice n'a pas touché!62, L'honorable député de 
Saint-Maurice, qui a parlé de toutes les choses possibles, a-t-il gardé 
le silence sur la question qui agite le pays sur toute sa surface, la 
tenure seigneuriale? c'est que l'intérét du seigneur et celui du 
censitaire ne sont pas les mémes; c'est qu'il avait raison de ne pas 
attaquer cette question extrémement chatouilleuse et qu'il appellerait, 
lui, délicate. (Trés-bien).163 oh! il n'y avait pas de danger qu'il 

fit entendre la moindre plainte a4 ce sujet} I1 ne faut pas toucher 4 
cette question. Cela vient peut-étre de la formation d'un autre family 
compact entre l'honorable membre pour le comté de St.-Maurice, celui de 
Sherbrooke, et quelques autres?+ 

Il y a progression dans les affections de l'honorable député de Saint- 
Maurice, il parait que, pour lui, le pays c'est sa famille, car il s'est 
efforcé de réhabiliter dans l'opinion publique l'homme que le pays tout 
entier a répudié et repoussé avec indignation comme un instrument de 
division et d'asservissement. (Tres-bien). Je veux parler de 1l'honorable 
ex-président du conseil. I1 1'a couvert d'éloges cet homme que la vanité 
et l'ambition retenaient au pouvoir contre le gré de ses concitoyens. 

"Yous avez rejetté cet homme, vous avez eu un grand tort; c'était un homme 
digne de votre respectl66, Vous avez dit partout que M. Viger est 
irreligieux, s'écrie-t-il, et cependant il est un homme profondément 
religieux; ce n'était pas un sceptique, il était plus religieux que tous 

ceux qui l'ont attaqué! c'était enfin l'homme le plus religieux au monde. 168 
C'était une atroce calomnie."169 

Mais il ne s'agissait pas de savoir si cet homme était plus ou moins 
religieux;170 qu'avons-nous @ faire avec sa religion ou avec le symbole y 
religieux de qui que ce soit?1!71 Lorsqu'un hommel?2 pour rester au pouvoirl/3, 
attaque les institutions d'un peuple, il doit regarder pour le condamner 
s'il est religieux ou non? Lorsqu'il y a des institutions qui appartiennent 
a des hommes d'une croyance dans un pays, est-ce qu’on peut tre justifiable, . 
qu'on soit catholique ou non, d'élever sa voix contre ces institutions, 
de voter contre les droits d'une classe d'hommes en particulier?1/4 
(Ecoutez) .1/5 Non, on ne l'est pas; et 1'honorablel/76 député de Saint- 
Maurice s'est soigneusement abstenu de considérer la chose sous son 
véritable point de vue, il a soigneusement évité de dire que M. Viger a 
voté pour faire passer en des mains étrangéres les biens des Jésuites qui 
sont la propriété des catholiques du Bas-Canada! Son silence est signifi- 
catif; c'est qu'il approuve la spoliation sanctionnée par le vote de son 
cousin et son frére. (Trés-bien).177 I1 avait besoin de louver ce stigmate 
qui pése sur sa famille. 

Je ne veux pas attaquer chacun des membres de sa famille en particulier; 
je ne veux pas attaquer ceux qui sont respectables; je n'ai rien 4 faire 
avec ceux-la. Mais j'ai droit de parler des hommes publics, de quelque 
famille qu'ils soient, qui ont porté une main coupable sur les droits de 
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mes compatriotes; il s'agit de savoir s’ils sont justifiables de l!’avoir 
fait. 

L'honorable membre a attaqué toute la presse apropos de M. Viger; la 
presse qui a osé s'élever contre les méfaits de ce vieillard malfaisant est 
une presse avilie, mensongére, infame. Eh! bien, quoiqu’il en dise, je 
ne crains pas d'avancer, que lui aussi descendra aussi bas, sous les coups 
de cette presse, qu'est descendu celui dont il prend la défense aujourd'hui, 
si surtout il continue 4 tenir une conduite aussi indigne que celle qu'il 
a suivie depuis quelque temps. I1 a voulu arréter toute discussion en 
tuant la presse; il a attaqué, calomnié, tour 4 tour, tous les journaux 
du pays. C’était peu digne d'un homme qui avait autrefois occupé une si 
haute position, de vouloir tout avilir autour de lui; mais y avait intérét 
4 baillonner lL'opinion publique; et pour cela il pouvait tout faire, Je 
suis heureux d’étre un des rédacteurs de ces journaux qu'il a lachement 
calomniés; ca me fait plaisir de voir qu'il lui ait fait une guerre 
acharnée, C'est une preuve qu'il en sentait les inconvénients, qu'il se 
voyait @crasé sous ses durs martellements.1/ 

Il vous parle de son indépendance; il vous dit que partout, 4 
l'étranger comme sur le sol de la patrie, il a fiérement levé la téte et 
courageusement exprimé sa pensée. I1 n'a levé la téte que loin de l'ennemi, 
il n'a parlé qu'aprés le danger. Brave dans la parole et lache pour l'action, 
il n'a d'indépendance et de courage que pour l'invective et l'injure sans 
responsabilité morale. (Trés bien). Personne, je l'espére, personne dans 
cette chambre, ne pliera le cou sous la censure qu'il a portée contre 
chacun de nous en particulierl/9, que nous sommes tous vendus1l80. (Non, non). 
Personne n'acceptera l'avilissante flétrissure dont il veut souiller nos 
fronts. (Non, non). Non! le stigmate est au front seul de celui qui 
consent 4 ravaler son pays tout entier, parce qu'il ne veut pas penser 
comme lui! (Trés bien). 

Je réclame pour moi-méme, je réclame pour chacun des membres de cette 
chambre, en particulier, et je crois que ma voix, toute faible qu'elle 
est, aura de retentissement dans cette enceinte, (oui, oui), je réclame 
pour moi et pour la chambre contre les odieuses appellations de 1'honorable 
député de Saint-Maurice. (Trés-bien). Sera-t-il dit que cet homme sera 
le seul indépendant, le seul intelligent et le seul honnéte? (Non, non). 
Est-il vrai que la chambre soit avilie et que nous soyons tous des auto- 
mates, des mammequins, que l'on fait mouvoir 4 volonté? (Non, non). Cette 
accusation brutale et mensongére, la chambre la méprise et le pays la 
flétrit de son immense et énergique réprobation. (Tr&s—bien).181 
L"honorable membre, parceque nous avons eu le courage de combattre ses 
idées désorganisatrices, de dévoiler ses projets ténébreux, de dire au 
pays qu'il voulait de nouveau le conduire 4 l'abime, n'a plus eu que 
des invectives 4 nous lancer par la téte; et l'on gait s'il excelle dans 
cet art.182 

L'honorable député de Saint-Maurice ne pourrait asseoir son avenir et 
ses espérances de triomphe que sur les préjugés et sur la non-science de 
ses concitoyens 4 l'endroit de certaines questions politiques. Les grands 
mots de justice absolue pourront résonner agréablement 4 leurs oreilles 
tant qu’ils ne s'apercevront pas que la justice absolue, pour eux, c'est 
la mort. (Trés-bien). Depuis que je suis entré dans la vie publique et 
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depuis que je me suis imposé la tache pénible de journaliste, je me suis 
toujours fait un devoir de combattre les préjugés, 183 pour empécher le 
pays de se jeter de nouveau dans une voie qui ne peut que le conduire 

au renouvellement des désastres de 37; c'était une position généreuse, 
c'était ume lutte ardue, mais glorieuse jusqu'a ce que le grand jour de 
la justice arrivat; jusqu'da ce que la lumiére parut et fit voir les 
hommes tels qu’ils sont, grands en apparence, mais petits en réalité, 
Jusqu'alors j'aurais a lutter contre les préjugés, mais les préjugés 
tomberont a force de les marteller.184 J'ai toujours aimé la discussion 
franche et courageuse, parce qu'elle est plus @équitable d'abord, et 
qu'elle m'a toujours conduit plus facilement au succés de ma pensée 

et au résultat de mes désirs, qu'une discussion pusillanime, et assise 
sur des préjugés stupides ou malheureux, Les conséquences qui pouvaient 
découler de ma conduite et de mes actes consciencieux, je ne les ai 
jamais mises en ligne de compte. (Trés—bien) .185 

Il a voulu ravaler le pays dont la représentation n’est que le résumé, 
Tl a déblatéré, il nous a ennuyé pendant cinq heures de suite de ses dis- 
cours d'autrefois. I1 nous a dit que le discours de son excellence n'était 
qu'une oeuvre de misére; une oeuvre tout 4 fait mal rédigée. Eh! je 
voudrais que vous, M. l'orateur, qui étiez autrefois son rédacteur, 

(il aurait lui fait un bien pauvre rédacteur,) qui étiez son rédacteur, 
parcequ'il ne savait que déclamer sans conclure jamais, que vous nous 
disiez, s'il a jamais fait rien d'approchant. 

Si vous étiez appelé 4 vous prononcer en ce moment, vous ne pourriez 
que dire, que jamais vous ne l'avez entendu répéter autre chose que le 
discours qu'il nous a fait l'année derniére 4 plusieurs reprises, et qu'il 
nous a déja répété cing fois depuis que nous nous sommes assemblés. Je 
dis donc encore une fois, M. l'orateur, que je réclame pour cette Chambre 
contre les insinuations qu'a lancé contre elle l'honorable membre pour le 
comté de St.-Maurice. Pourquoi 1'indépendance serait-elle l'apanage exclusive 
de l’honorable membre? pourquoi lui qui a tant d'indépendance de caractérel 
((s'il)) a toujours regardé comme indispensable le rappel de l'union depuis 
que l'acte existe, si c'est une iniquité monstrueuse contre laquelle il 
fallait protester toujours, quand méme,187 a-t-il été deux and sans rien 
dire au sujet de 1l'union sur lequel il ne peut se taire aujourd'hui?188 
Ah! c'est que son frére et son cousin étaient au pouvoir contre le gré de 
ses concitoyens, sacrifiant tout, vendant tout et s'y maintenant par la 
corruption et l'apostasie. (Trés-bien).189 ((Aussi)) il y avait un vote 
qui devait arréter la parole de l'honorable membre. I1 fallait 4 
1l'administration qui est tombée une voix qui se taisait depuis des années; 
et dans les subsides vous avez vu une somme de $18,000 de votée en sa 
faveur., Voila le secret de son silence prolongé. 

L'honorable membre qui avait refusé d'accepter son salaire, parceque, 
disait-il, il n'était pas voté par le peuple, c'est-a-dire par les hommes 
de son parti, l'honorable membre qui a toujours considéré l'acte d'Union 
comme une iniquité et qui a déclaré qu'il ne voulait pas agir avec une 
pareille formule de gouvernement, aprés deux ans de silence trouve bon 
d'accepter d'un gouvernement 90 BET RS A ace Teh (PS Se constituél91 pire 
que tous ceux qui l'ont précédé une somme de 24,5002? - Pourquoi a-t-il 
accepté de ce gouvernement ce qu'il refusa de l'ancien gouvernement du Bas- 
Canada? Dés lors on le voit sortir du mutisme ot il avait cru dans 


193 


son intérét devoir se tenir. +94 ah! clest qu'il y a dans son coeur d'autre 
chose que des convictions constantes, profondes et consciencieuses; ah! 
c'est qu'il adore un autre dieu que celui de la conscience, et obéit Aa 
d'autres instincts qu'a ceux de la justice, 4 d'autres dictées que ceux 
du devoir. Les actes sont habituellement la mesure de la conscience et 
des convictions. (Trés-bien). Il me répondra sans doute que, n'étant- 
pas dans la vie publique, il devait garder le silence. Garder le 
silence lorsque son pays gémissait sous l'oppression et sous le joug 
d'un gouvernement qu'il a toujours regardé et qu'il regarde encore comme 
une injustice et une iniquité! Mais était-il, pouvait-il @tre dans la 
position d'un simple individu, dans la position méme d'un homme publique 
ordinaire, qui a servi son pays dans la mesure de sa capacité et de son 
influence? (Non).. Non, il ne le devait, il ne le pouvait pas, car le 
pays tout entier avait obéi un jour 4 ses conseils et aux dictées de sa 
parole; et c'est parce qu'il a accepté sans discussions cette parole et 
ces conseils qu'il subit aujourd'hui L'influence du systaéme que répudie avec 
tant de colére i'hon. député de St.-Maurice. Non, il ne le devait pas, 
cart95 lui qui aurait @té, qu'on me pardonne cette expression la person- 
nification, de la nationalité canadienne, devait, il me semble, lever la 
téte, quand il voyait, comme il l'avoue aujourd'hui, ses compatrioteas marcher 
dans une voie qu'il considérait pleine de danger. Voila la position qu'il 
aurait di prendre, mais comme je l'ai dit, il s'est tue parce qu'il y avait 
intérét, parce qu'il préférait se taire sur les méfaits d'une administration 
ou se trouvaient des membres de sa famille, que d'élever la voix contre 
elle dans l'intérét de ses ccuiae teres! 2° (Tr&s-bien) 197 

Oh! du moment que cette administration est tombée qu’il en a retiré 
tout ce qu'il en attendait, il devient brave, il ne craint plus d'élever 
la parole; j'aurai, dit-il, en dépit de tout, le courage de dire ma 
pensée! Le courage de s'exprimer? mais qui ne l'aurait pas dans un pays 
comme celui-ci, sous un gouvernement comme le nGtre? Ah! il est brave; 
mais c'est qu'il sait bien qu!il n'y a pas de danger ici pour wun homme 
public d'exprimer ses spinions, queldues folles quelles (sic) soient. 

S'il y avait du danger, il ne serait pas si courageux les faits 
passés nous le garantissent assez. Mais il n'y a pas de danger; voila 
pourquoi il est si ardent 4 tout attaquer; voila pourquoi il peace 
l'invective indifféremment 4 la face de tout ses concitoyens. 98 

Vous avez di remarquer que l'hon. député de St.Maurice en fessant 
allusion au fait que le discours de Tréne a é@té lu en frangais par Son 
Excellence le gouverneur général, en a complimenté le gouverneur général 
d'une maniére toute particuliére et a cherché 4 l’isoler de son adminis- 

ration pour le lover seul. Ce n’était pas son habitude autrefois; il 
n'avait pas d'ordinaire des paroles aussi agréables et aussi suaves 4 
adresser aux gouverneurs de cette province. Pourquoi donc cette modification 
dans sa pensée et dans sa parole? Les espérances de l'avenir a'y seraient- 
elles pas pour quelque chose, et dans l’éventualité d'une résignation, ne 
convient-il pas de ne se pas rendre impossible par um langage trop dur et un 
un peu provocateur? (On rit), 

M. l'orateur, j'ai parlé depuis plus longtemps que je l'aurais désiré 
parceque je me réservais alors de discuter sur la question de la représentation 
que quand elle viendra dans cette Chambre, Je ne m'’attendais pas 4 parler 
sur tant de questions; mais l'honorable membre-a voyagé partout 
et il a bien fallu le suivre un peu dans ses excursions. Je demande 
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pardon 4 la Chambre de l'avoir occupée un peu longtemps, mais il me 
semble 4 moi qui avait été attaqué avec tant de rugueur par l1'honorable 
membre, qu'il pouvait bien m'’étre permis de me défendre un peu. Je suis 
flatté, je me réjouis de voir l'acharnement que l'honorable membre met 
contre le Journal de Québec en particulier. 

S'il déteste tant ce journal, c'est qu'il sent que ce journal, ainsi 
que les autres qu'il a voulu flétrir, empécheront ses folles idées de 
faire tout le mal dont elles sont susceptibles. 

M. L'orateur, je me réjouis, loin de me plaindre, de me trouver 
offensé de l'attaque de l'honorable membre contre la presse du pays 
qui ne partage pas ses opinions extravagantes29l, Cependant j'ai cru 
que je devais au pays et a 1a presse de la défendre aujourd'hui contre 
des attaques aussi sottes que souvent répétées, Voila pourquoi j'ai 
profitai (sic) de cette occasion pour prendre la parole et exprimer ma 
pensée. J'aurai occasion, j'espére, de parler plus longuement une autre 
fois sur plusieurs sujets que je n'ai fait que toucher en passant. 

L'honorable membre, quand il a parlé de la presse, a trouvé que sa 
rédaction était chétive. Cela ne suffisait pas; elle est déplorable 4a 
l'extréme; mais vous, M. l'orateur, vous pourriez nous dire quelle 
espéce de rédacteur aurait fait l'honorable membre pour le comté de 
St.-Maurice,. 202 Puisqu'il a cru devoir attaquer chaque journaliste en 
particulier et ag son mérite littéraire, n'’ai-je pas moi le droit de 
juger le sien?293 Ses amendements obscurs nous le disent assez. I1 n'est 
pas capable de mettre trois lignes de compréhensibles sur un papier. 
Aussi a-t-il toujours été obligé d'avoir des @écrivains 4 son service, 
et aujourd'hui, on le sait, ceux qu'il emploie comme tels sont bien 
connus, Mais voici un spécimen de son habileté comme é@écrivain c'est 
son immense, son interminable requéte204 a Son Excellence, 295 pour le 
comité de colonisation des townships206, Cette requéte était son oeuvre. 
Ce document était si obscur, si incompréhensible, la phraséologie en 
était si incorrecte et si entortillée qu'il a été impossible29 avec 
toute la meilleure volonté au monde, de pouvoir la traduire en anglais. 

C'est 14 un @échantillon de sa capacité comme écrivain.298 L'hon. 
député de St.Maurice rédigeait bien quand vous, M. l’orateur, étiez son 
rédacteur; c'est vous qu'on appelait son bras droit, qui donniez une 
forme humaine 4 ses productions incomprises et du reflet a sa réputation. 
Tl ne vous a plus aujourd'hui, et livré 4 lui-méme, vous voyez ce qu'il 
peut faire. Pour le savoir, vous n'avez qu'a lire les amendements qui 
sont maintenant en débats. (On rit). 

Ce qui m'étonne par-dessus toute chose, c'est qu'ayant été dans 1l'exil, 
pendant huit années, au contact constant des hommes les plus éminents, 
des écrivains les plus célébres de la France, tels qu'Arago, Lamennais 
Louis Blane et d'autres, il ne sache pas mieux, a son retour, la langue 
de ses péres. Je ne prétends pas une position comme écrivain, mais je 
lui dis sans prétensions et sans ostentation; je ne prétends pas 4 
une position comme publiciste, mais si je travestissais, torturais sans 
miséricorde, la langue de mes péres, comme le fait l'hon. député de 
Saint-Maurice, je briserais ma plume et je renoncerais pour jamais au 
journalisme. (Trés-bien). 
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Vous avez dt remarquer l'année derniére comme cette année, que la 
version anglaise des discours de l'hon, député, était bien différente de 
la version francaise des mémes discours. La version anglaise est plus 
polie de forme, moins éloquente d'invectives et d'injurieuse récrémination. 
C'est ou pour atteindre un objet, ou parce qu'il ne sait pas assez cette 
langue pour y répandre avec la méme effusion, la méme énergie, la méme 
brutalité, sa colére et sa vengeance. (Tr8s-bien) .209 


MR. CHRISTIE made a few remarks respecting what Mr. Cauchon had been 
stating to the House. He said it was not right that the time of the House 
should be occupied so long by such trash210, ((He)) lectured the "young 
gentleman, the boy," who, thus presumed to attack a man, of the age and 
respectability of the honble. ‘Member for St.Maurice.2ll 


Earnest cries of order, order, from MR. cAUCHON.212 Such a remark was 
not parliamentary, 


MR. CHRISTIE thought it as parliamentary as many of the remarks made 
by the hon. member himself. 4 


MR. DUCHESNAY said, that the hon. member should not have called the 
hon. member for Montmorency a "young gentleman,''215 


MR. MORIN, the SPEAKER (as we understood) decided that the words 
"young gentleman" were not according to parliamentary custom. 216 


MR. CHRISTIE would then admit that the hon. member was not a "young 
gentleman,'"21/ ((He)) had been induced to address the House, in consequence 
of some allusion to him as a ripper up of old grievances. If it was imagined 
that from the occasion of his expulsion from the Lower Canada Assembly, 
by the hon. Member for St.Maurice, he entertained angry feelings against 
him, or the voters on that occasion, he wished to correct that impression 
in toto. An accusation had been made against him of office hunting, which 
he denied, and he could ask the members on the other side, and the House 
generally, did they ever know of his asking or seeking for any place or 
office whatever218 although the present Ministry had offered him one, which 
he did not accept. 


MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE.--That is true.229 


MR. CHRISTIE.--He was now advanced in years, and when he met a dirty 
Lite le fellow,22t he would not return the compliment2??; he did not stop 
to throw dirt at him, but made his bow, and walked away in contempt. 


MR. CAUCHON rose to explain?24, He had only spoken of the rumour about 
the Jesuits' estates, as a reproof to Mr. Christie for mentioning the 
slanderous report about Mr. Justice Aylwin. 25 This had somewhat excited 
his ill humour, and thus it was that he had expressed himself in the 
manner that he did.226 


COL. GUGY.--Je crois avoir droit de faire quelques remarques sur ce 
que vient de dire l'honorable membre qui vient de s'asseoir, surtout aprés 
qu'il s'est permis 4 mon égard des remarques telles que celles qu'il s'est 
premises. Il est difficile de se refuser 4 parler, quand on est invité 
d'une maniére si polie et si caractéristique de la part de celui qui vient 
de s'asseoir. ((M..Christie)) Je me permettrai donc de dire qu'en effet 
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je me suis permis dans une occasion passée des remarques peut-étre trop 
sévéres contre l'honorable membre pour le comté de St.-Maurice. Ces 
remarques @taient fondées sur un état de choses, que des événements 
récents m'ont convaincu @tre faux; sur les renseignements que le tems 
m'a prouvé tre mensongers. C'est parce que j'étais convaincu de la 
fausseté des rapports qu'on m'avait fait, et sur lesquels étaient fondées 
mes remarques, que j'ai pris la premiére occasion qui s'est présentée 4 
moi pour me rétracter, déclarer franchement que je pensais avoir eu tort; 
ma qualité de gentilhomme m'en fesait un devoir. 

Il m'a @6té pénible, M. l'orateur, de voir un membre de cette Chambre 
a man of the age and standing of the honorable member for St.Maurice22 
si brutalement attaqué par des personnes qui ont participé a toutes les 
offenses qu'on lui attribue, et qui pouvaient @tre elles-mémes accusées 
de l'avoir outrepassé dans des @écarts dont ils se repentent publiquement 
et sans honte aujourd'hui. Mais je ne suis pas appelé 4 faire 1'éloge 
de 1l'honorable membre pour le comté de St.-Maurice 9 who had heretofore 
given his word not to attack persons of respectable position there, and of 
course he must in that class include the member for Montmorenci, (pointing 
to Mr. Cauchon) who, they were aware, carried his qualification of 
respectability in his pocket ,230 Il me suffira de me défendre moi-méme 
contre les accusations mensongéres qu'on est venu me jeter a la figure. 
Il me sera permis aussi de dire que, quand on veut faire la lecon 4 une 
assemblée comme celle-ci, on doit au moins user de bon gout. I1 me 
semble que verser l'injure sur des personnes qui sont au moins les égaux 
de 1'honorable membre pour Montmorency, est tout a fait hors de saison, 
tout 4 fait mal placé. 11 aurait bien pu s'épargner de venir ici nous 
répéter toutes les sottes accusations au moyen desquelles certains journaux 
du pays veulent dominer l'opinion publique, en tenant la conduite la plus 
offensante 4 1'égard des hommes les plus respectables. 31 He denounced 
the system of terrorism, which he alleged existed on the part of certain 
members of the press, who attempted to rule the opinions of the entire 
people; he alluded to the_honorable member for Montmorenci (so we under- 
stood him) as insulting-- 
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Strong cries of hear, hear, from MR. CAUCHON, and orders © 

COL. GUGY.--L"honorable membre nous a voulu réjouir d'une espéce de 
petite comédie qu'il a bien voulu nous jouer, tout en suant sang et eau. 
Il est certain qu'il a ce talent 4 un degré remarquable. I1 n'en donne 
jamais plus de preuve que quand il veut prendre le ton solennel; c'est 
alors qu'il est remarquable, et qu'il nous devient impossible de ne pas 
rire, tant il se donne de contorsions, tant sont laides ses grimaces. I1 
faut dire aussi qu'il y chez l'honorable membre, lorsqu'’il s'emporte ainsi, 
quelque chose qui nous rappelle involontairement certains singes qui ont 
paru pour la premiére fois en France, pendant la révolution francaise. I1 
y a quelque chose dans sa figure qui me dit qu'il doit @tre le type fidéle 
de cet animal immonde. L'honorable membre est toujours le premier en place, 
toujours en avant, comme l'enfant du désert, qui sortant d'un repaire 
souterrain, voyant pour la premiére fois le soleil, et montant au milieu 
d'un champ, sur une souche élevée, se fait aller les mains et les pieds 
de droite et de gauche, gesticulant en tout sens et s'imagine pour cela 
que c'est lui qui a fait tout ce qui l'entoure, que c'est lui qui fait 
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mouveir tous les objets créés; qu'il est le centre du monde vers lequel 
convergent tous les mouvements de la terre et des cieux; enfin il se croit 
le principe et la fin de toutes choses,234 The honorable member had assumed 
great credit to himself for liberality, but he (Mr. G.) would just remind 
him, that this pretension often cloaked a goodly stock of hypocrisy and 
cunning, and the "petit bonhomme” might with all the gravity imaginable, 
take a leisurely survey of all around him, and give them the benefit of 

his learned cogitation. 


MR. CAUCHON here rose to order, and claimed the protection of the 
Chair, at the same time admitting that he should be sorry to attempt 
placing himself on a par with the honorable member for Sherbrooke.236 


MR. MORIN, the SPEAKER requested Col. Gugy to moderate his tone, as 
it was, at any rate irrevelant, if not unparliamentary. 


COL. GUGY.--Je n'ai pas dépasgse les bornes dans lesquelles je dois 
me tenir; mais supposé que je les eusse dépassé, est-ce que la nature n'a 
pas ses droits?238 Am I not permitted, Mr. Speaker, to show some feeling, 
when I feel a dirty black fly239, toute petite, toute méprisable qu'elle 
soit, 749 alight upon ay hand, and when I feel tim try to inflict a trifl- 
ing wound. <4 C'est une petite blessure, mais on la sent, et je crois 
qu'on doit avoir le droit¢4? to brush off the atom with my finger?243 
Permettez-moi, M. l'orateur, de vous rappeler, en terminant, que 
l'honorable membre a proféré contre moi une de ces accusations graves, 
tellement graves qu'un homme qui a du gentiment, ne se permet d'en 
porter de semblables sans avoir la DERRY? certaine en main. [1 m'a 
accusé d'avoir versé du sang canadien. OR He was stated to have 
oppressed 200 French Canadians245, Eh! bien, si je voulais me permettre 
des paroles de la nature des siennes, je lui dirais du ton le plus 
sérieux et de la maniére la plus offensente ce que je ne me permettrai 
pas de dire par égard pour cette Chambre......je lui dirai simplement 
qu'il s'est grossiérement trompé. Je n'ai jamais versé de sang canadien. 
Mais je suis cause qu'il n’en n'a pas été versé autant qu'il en aurait 
été versé, si je ne fusse pas intervenu. J'en ai la preuve en main, Et 
je remercie l'honorable membre de me fournir ici l'occasion de me laver 
de cette accusation que l'on a déja lancée contre moi. Je vois ici le 
témoin, je le touche du doigt (il met la main sur M. Davignon,) celui 
qui peut affirmer que dans toute occasion j'ai témoigné pour mes com 
patriotes canadiens, toute la sympathie, toute la générosité qu'il était 
possible d'’attendre d'un chrétien pour d'autres chrétiens dans 1’infortune. 
He would say, and repeat, that his career through life had shown him guiltless 
of any thing like the preference of ome origin to another. He could not 
account for such prejudices against him. He always, when surrounded by 
the angry feelings of contending races, tried to throw "oil upon the 
troubled waters,"24/ I1 y a plus de six cents familles qui doivent la 
liberté 4 L'honorable individu qui adresse la Chambre en ce moment. [1 
est aussi-un autre fait que je défie qui que ce soit de démentir, c'est 
que je n'ai jamais fait un seul prisonnier politique. Pas une personne 
ne me doit la privation de sa liberté. 

Si c'est nécessaire j'aménerai des témoins pour le prouver; j'aménerai 
des gens sans préventions quijetteront le démenti 4 la face de ceux qui 
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fontcirculer de pareils bruits, Il peut se faire que des gens qui 
veulent conduire le pays, aient intérét 4 faire circuler de pareils 
mensonges, mais je le répéte, 1'assertion que j'ai fait couler le 

Sang canadien n'est pas fondée, Je puis prouver le contraire, et je 

suis prét 4 le faire quand on le voudra. Déclarant ceci en présence de 
cette Chambre comme je le fais, je m'expose, si je ne puis le prouver, 

aux conséquences les plus graves, 4 @tre déshonnoré et j'appelle 1'infamie 
Sur ma téte, si ce que je viens de dire n'est fondé. Eh bien! je déclare 
encore une fois qu'il n'est pas vrai que j'ai fait couler la sang canadien, 
et j'espére que cela suffira dorénavant pour me mettre @ l'abri de 
semblables accusations. J'interpelle 1'’honorable membre de prouver ses 
avancés; s'il le peut, qu'il le fasse; qu'il m'écrase sous le poid (sic) 
de la honte, ou qu'il me soit permis d'étre considéré comme innocent, 
d'étre 4 L'abri d'accusations si injurieuses, qui pourraient ailleurs 

me porter 4 des conséquenees les plus déplorables pour tous ceux 

qui repectent l'ordre, et pour moi-méme plus que pour tout autre; pour 
moi, pére de famille et d'un age plus avancé que ce petit monsieur248, 

and had much more experience, he flattered himself, in public life than 
the young member from Montmorenci qui croit tout écraser au moyen 
d'’accusations anaves qu'il a la bassesse de porter contre des hommes 
respectables*> - He was surprised at the presumption of the latter, 
eeeWhen that honorable individual knew he had not a particle of proof to 
back him, 251 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS owed an apology to the House for thus late 
addressing them, 252 ((He)) did think the time of the House had been 
taken up in a strange manner in thus dwelling so long upon the address2 "3 
((and)) regretted to see hon. members thus oposing the address without, 
at the same time, substituting anything preferable. Why did they not do 
this rather than waste time in long and premature discussions of the 
details of measures yet unripe. A most unfounded assertion had gone the 
rounds, that Ministers tke to bind down the House, to carry out the 
Union Act to the letter,25 He thought that some of the remarks made by 
the hon. member for St.Maurice were discourteous. That hon. member had 
also days that he saw no difference between the speech of the present 
session and the one of last year. This he thought strange, as the 
gentlemen on the other side of the House were unanimously opposed to it. 
This fact was surely sufficient to show that it was not the same. The 
hon.-member had said that if they concurred in the first paragraph, they 
would be approving of the Act of Union; but he maintained that British 
subjects had privileges independent altogether of the Act of Union. The 
hon. member for St.Maurice had also spoken of the qualification of members, 
and in what he had said on this subject he perfectly concurred, as, he 
believed, did also his hon. colleague the Attorney General; but, because 
they thought so, were they to be told that because there was a property 
qualification clause in that Act, therefore the Address ought to be 
Opposed. The hon. member for St, Maurice, had even said last night that 
he only knew two gentlemen in Lower Canada which that clause could affect, 
This, he thought, no great practical grievance. If, therefore, the 
property qualification had hurt no one, he did not think any one justified 
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in thus dwelling on it, neither did think the hon. member for St. Maurice 
justified in throwing blame upon the ministry for not getting the property 
qualification clause repealed; not did he think that he should thus, year 
after year, bring up the subject in that House, The same hon. gentleman 
had spoken at great length in condemnation of the speech, because no 
reference had been made to the revolutions which had lately taken place 

in Europe. This, he thought, was out of place. He had also been much 
surprised at what he had said respecting the aristocracy of Europe? > 
being less powerful in the reign of Willian and Mary than it is at 
present. This was a mistake; it was true the democracy had more power, 
because the period was immediately succeeding a revolution, but not- 
withstanding the vast efforts which had been made by the whig aristocracy 
during the reign of George the third, the progress of democracy had gone 
on, and lately the people had received more power than ever they had at any 
previous period. It could not be denied, that in England, the real, sound 
public opinion of the peaple was able to effect any reform they desired. 
The honble. member for St.Maurice had next referred to the Act of Amnesty, 
and he felt sorry to hear the remarks which he had made on that subject. 
It was unfair for him to refer to the feelings and sufferings of the wives 
and children of the parties who had unfortunately placed themselves under 
the ban of the Government, 256 ((and)) had caused their families to feel 
the effects of the wrong doings of their natural protectors 97 as if the 
present Administration had done something wrong in the matter, or were 
responsible for what had occurred. When he (Mr. Hincks) was a member of 
the Administration before, he, as well as the Attorney General, had done 
all in their power to assist those parties, and he did not think it 

right that honble. members should censure them from what they had done 
now. Therefore, on the subject of the Amnesty, he thought it unfair for 
the honble. member for St.Maurice to ask for papers258 relating to this 
subject259 in the possession of the Ministry. Respecting the paragraph 
about the French language,250 he should follow the example of a most hon. 
member in saying nothing2ol, as the measure seemed not to be found serious 
fault with. On the matter of the Post Office, the hon. member for Huron 
said that he did not think it right for the present Ministry to take the 
praise due to other people. No doubt, the commission respecting the post 
office had been the act of the late Administration, but the result of this 
commission recommended two rates of postage, while the plan recommended 

by the present Administration recommended only one, and when the subject 
came up the hon. member for Huron would have an opportunity of submitting 
his plan to the House, when honorable members would be able to decide 
which system was best. He did not however think that there was any honour 
due to the hon. member for if honour was due, at all it was certainly to 
Rowland Hill. Respecting the increase of the representation, he did not 
pretend too much Parliamentary experience, but he had read a good deal 
about it, and he had never heard of any one who took such a course as the 
hon. member for St.Maurice, supported by the hon. member for Gaspé. Were 
the present administration to blame for wishing to give an increase of the 
Parliamentary representatives. They were told that no petitions had been 
presented in favour of Electoral Reform, but if the people had confidence 
in their representatives they did not think it necessary to take the trouble 
of getting up petitions in this House262, Petitions implied a want of con- 
fidence in their representatives, who were presumed to know and urge the 
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interests of the Seen Ise rane After all that had been said on the 


question of representation, he must enter into it at some length--the 
subject seemed to him to be divided into two branehes. The first question 
was, assuming, for the sake of argument that situated as the two Provinces 
are, it would be desirable to have an equal representation, whether under 
the Union Act Upper and Lower Canada are fairly represented in this house. 
Whether the present number of representatives was sufficient to represent 
the people of the Province. In their opinion, the people were not fairly 
represented under the Union Act, the present number of representatives 

was not sufficient, he presumed the hon. member for St.Maurice would 

agree with him in that. Then came the question how a change might be 
effected, so as to give each section of the Province a further representation. 
The hon. and learned member laid it down that population was the only basis 
on which the representation could be fairly placed and he made allusion 

to the State of New York as being under that system. There a number of 
representatives was fixed on, 128, and they were to be divided in proportion 
to the population. Suppose for a moment that this system was adopted in 
Canada. We then come to the question of proportion--he asserted and was 
prepared to maintain, by proof, that this ministerial scheme would be found 
to be based as fairly on population as the State of New York; and an 
infinitely fairer scheme than that advocated by the hon. member for Norfolk, 
who had quoted an act to the House, which provided that every county having 
1,000 inhabitants should have one representative, and every County having 
4,000 inhabitants should have two members. Was that what they called a 

fair system of representation based on population? Suppose the case of a 
County having 1,000 inhabitants, and another with 3,000--those two, accord- 
ing to the plan of the hon. member for Norfolk, would have the same number 
of representatives; and so with the State of New York, he could prove by 
statistics that the same unfairness prevailed. The County of Albany, with 
53,000 inhabitants had 3 members; the County of Columbia, with 39,000 
inhabitants, had likewise 3 members, and it was the same in other Counties. 
This was what was quoted as a perfect example of the system of representation 
based on population! He had taken these facts from official returns; there 
would be no such feature in the new ministerial bill. (Hear, hear.) Any 
great changes in the system of representation could not fail to be incon- 
venient to the country at large. The object of the framers of the measure 
had, therefore, been to adhere as much as possible to the existing electoral 
divisions. They would avoid any great organic change in this respect, 265 
Any other course would cause the greatest inconvenience. Where they found 

a large county like Middlesex with 50,000 inhabitants sending one Member, 
and a small county with 2,000 sending one also, there was a case of grievance, 
and it was these grievances they were trying to redress; to base the system 
of representation on population as far as it could be done conveniently. 
(Hear.) Then came the question as to the difference between Upper and 

Lower Canada. Gentlemen on the opposite side had referred to the speech 

of the Hon. Member who moved the Address, as if Members from Upper Canada 
would be afraid to endure some of the expressions he had made use of. He 
(Mr. Hincks) was happy to think that there was no difference of opinion 
between the Upper and the Lower Canadian members of the Administration. 
Attempts had been made in the course of this debate, both from the Opposition 
and from the side of the House, to sow dissension and jealousy amongst 
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members of the Ministry and to prevent their acting cordially together, 
but he felt satisfied there would be no misunderstanding amongst them. He 
had listened very attentively to what fell from the Hon. Member for Lein- 
ster, and he was happy to say he could subscribe to every word of it, 

Mr. Hincks then referred tothe Senate of the United States, in which the 
small States with no more than a hundred thousand inhabitants had an 
equal voice on all questions affecting the public weal with the great 
State of New York. He thought that was conclusive as far as showing 
that the system was not, as stated by the Hon. Member for St.Maurice, 
fairly carried out in the United States. With regard to the arrangement 
of the representation between the two sections of the Province, it must 
be borne in mind that the great majority of the people in one section 
were of a different race from the people of the other, having different 
laws, manners and language. Now he felt that it would, indeed, be a 
most unfortunate state of things if it should ever happen that either 

of those sections should be placed in such a pesition that they should 
legislate for the other. Such a state of things could not arrive under 
the present system--for so long as the Lower Canadians had a fair and 
equal portion of representatives in the House they would have it in 

their power to prevent any legislation hostile to their institutions, 
although he felt sure that they had no reason to fear that the Upper 
Canadian members would, under any circumstances, think of any such 
aggression. It must be remembered that, before very long, Upper Canada 
would be far more densely populated than Lower Canada, and did he under- 
Stand the hon. member for St.Maurice seriously to say that he would 
desire to see his views carried out, and a system of representation 
adopted under which Upper Canada would, in a few years, have a large 
majority of representatives, over Lower Canada, in this House? He 

could not believe that that was the hon. member's object-—-it was not 

his object, he had avowed on the floor of this House that he sought this 
reform in order to dissolve the Union. It was a means to an end, he 
desired to throw everything into confiusion.—(Hear, hear.) He (Mr. H.) 
did not know if the hon. member had thought seriously on the difficulties 
involved in the subject, for himself he had done so, and he was morally 
certain that the Union between the two sections of the Province could 
never be dissolved, but by a separation from Great Britain.--(Loud. cries 
of hear, hear.) When that separation took place, they might perhaps be 
dissolved to become independent States of the American Federation; 
whether such a measure would be for the benefit of the French Canadians; 
whether it was their interest to have all their revenue sent off to 
Washington, and all the expenses of their Government paid by direct 
taxation, were questions he would leave the hon. member for St.Maurice 

to answer. (Hear, hear.) He believed there was no section of the 
country with a greater aversion to direct taxation than this. (dear, 
hear.)296 This result would, however, be inseparable from the success 

of the amendment.26’ I¢£ they wished to dissolve the union, and to become 
a State of the American Federation, they must support the system recom- 
mended in the amendment now before the House. (Hear, hear.) There was, 
after all no practical difficulty; under the present system there was no 
reason to change the principle, it was an equitable principle, or perfect- 
ly fair to both sections of the Province. Like his hon. friend the Attorney 
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General East, he would never consent to allow Upper Canada to have a 
Majority in that House, even when the time should arrive when its 
population should exceed that of Lower Canada; for it was wrong that the 
inhabitants of one section of the Province should be made to feel that 
they were exposed to the tyranny of the majority. (Hear, hear.) There 
was no agitation in favour of a repeal of the Union in Upper Canada. 


SIR A. MACNAB made some remarks, which we were unable to catch. 2°9 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS ((continued:)) It was quite possible the hon. 
and gallant Knight was now in favour of it. He had only to join the hon. 
member for Saint Maurice, and there was no knowing what such a combination 
might effect.2/0 (Hear, hear, and laughter.)271 But he was justified in 
asserting that there had been no desire shown for a repeal of the union on 
the part of Upper Canada; the honorable member would therefore have to 
agitate the subject, for many years before he could even hope to carry 
it. into effect, and by the end of that time, instead of Lower Canada 
having a majority of some few thousands in population, Upper Canada would 
have the majority--(hear, hear.) Mr. Hincks then referred to the School 
Act, which had been alluded to by the hon. member for Stanstead: the 
Ministry did not pretend that that act was by any means perfect. All they 
desired was to affirm the principle that the people should tax themselves 
for education purposes. They were prepared to amend the working of the 
Act, in which they hoped to have the assistance of the hon. member for 
Stanstead. The hon. member for Huron had referred with a sneer to the 
paragraph of the address relative to the Quebec and Halifax Railway, and 
had said what a ridiculous thing it was to be talking about constructing 
a railway at a time when there was no money and the Province was on the 
verge of bankruptcy. He (Mr. H.) did not believe that there was a single 
member on the floor of the House who would imagine that the ministry had 
ever dreamt of attempting to construct a railroad from Quebec to Halifax 
on the credit of the Province--they merely expressed gratification that 
the commission sent out by the Home Government had reported so favourably 
of the enterprise. He thought it probable the railroad might be constructed 
by means of funds raised by the Imperial Government--(hear, hear)--and upon 
terms that he believed would be highly satisfactory to every member of the 
House. This enterprize might appear chimerical to some members--it had 
appeared so to him before he read the report of the commissioners; but 
now he believed it would be carried out, and pay well. (Hear, hear.) 

The next question had reference to the public accounts, and on this subject 
remarks had been made by the hon. members from Huron, Gaspé and Sherbrooke. 
The hon. member for Sherbrooke commenced by saying that his (Mr. Hincks') 
first act was to endeavour to disparage the credit of the Province. When 
the proper time arrived, he should be prepared to vindicate his conduct 

on that occasion; but he disclaimed for himself and for his colleagues 

that they had ever, at any time, whether in office or in opposition, attempted 
to injure the credit of the Province. He wished their political opponents 
could say as much. The hon. gentleman might learn a lesson from Great 
Britain and the neighbouring Republic. There, political feelings were 

set aside when the credit of the country was concerned, and party feelings 
were never suffered to interfere with the interest of the country. Since 
the present administration had been in office, their opponents had done 
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all in their power to injure the credit of the Province, His hon. friend, 
the member for Montreal, had recently been in England, and knew how much 
injury had been dome there, and he had shown a letter to him (Mr. H.) from 
England calling attention to a recent article in the Morning Chronicle, 

on Canadian affairs, containing the most infamous falsehoods, about the 
number of Debentures2/2 representing the amount in circulation to be 
£200,000, whereas they really did not exceed £90,000, and showing moreover, 
the attempts of the opposite party to do that with which they now unjustly 
charged him and his colleagues.273 It had been asserted by the gentlemen 
who had risen from the opposition benches in the course of this debate, 
that the Province was in a state of bankruptcy and ruin. The hon. member 
for St.Maurice had ridiculed the idea of a sinking fund; he could tell 
that hon. gent, that from the time of the Union down to the present period, 
the saving out of the Revenue over the expenditure, after paying the 
interest of the debt, would have enabled £500,000 to be put into a sinking 
fund. Were we to be told that a country in such a state as that was 
bankrupt, a beggared Province? Was it because having engaged in the 
construction of 474 necessary public works, then.in progress, and commenced 
by their predecessors</5, they had been unable to procure loans ta go on 
with them, and were comparatively embarrassed that the Province was in 

a state of bankruptcy? It was most unfair, and a course the ministry 

had never pursued when in oposition. (Hear, hear.) Then he had been 
taunted about the Customs’ Revenue, which was one main branch of our 
revenue; but if there had been any deficiency in the Department, caused 

by the Customs’ Act, the fault was not his but his predecessors. He did 
not accuse the hon. member for Huron of having caused the short coming of 
the Customs' Revenue; but if it was caused by the Customs’ Act, that Act 
was framed by the late Administration, not the present. (Hear, hear.) The 
short importations of the past season, affecting the revenue, was not to 
be charged to the fault of the ministry, it was owing to the prevalent 
commercial depression and other eauses beyond their controul. With 

regard to the stability of the credit of the Province, although there 
might have been some temporary embarrassment owing to the decrease of the 
Custom's Revenue and other causes, the issue of Debentures would not have 
been necessary had it not been for the inability of the Government to obtain 
a loan to fulfil the contracts for public works entered into by their 
predecessors. They were in advance of the Board of Works entered into by 
their predecessors. They were in advance of the Board of Works Account 
some £150,000 which led to temporary embarrassment which he heped would 

be removed during the present Session. Mr. H. then alluded briefly to 

the paragraphs of the Address, relating to the Navigation Laws, the 
completion of the St.Lawerence Canals, and the proposed amendment of 

the Emigration Act of last Session, replying to the observation of Mr. 
Cayley on the preceeding (sic) evening.’ 


SIR.A. MACNAB said he must express his ragret that the manner in which 
the debate had been conducted by members on his side of the House, had not 
met with the approbation of the hon. members opposite. He was sorry that 
it had not, but if they had told them how they would have liked it to be 
carried on, they would have tried to please the hon. members. (Ironical 
cheers.) He did not intend to have spoken on the Address, because he was 
far from being well, and could hardly stand up or walk without some exertion, 
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but the hon. members opposite had invited the members on his side to 
speak. He did not think, however,277 he should have been at all guilty 

of a dereliction of duty if he had permitted this Address to pass 

without offering one single remark upon it or moving an amendment, He 
should not have beenpledged to one single paragraph of that Address, 

It was the exception to the general rule in England, to move an amend- 
ment,--it was seldom done*78 unless there was some great principle in- 
volved in the address; and, in England, the party opposed to the Address, 
generally contented themselves with voting against it.279 He believed no 
amendment had been moved from that side of the House; there had been a 
great deal of difference between the gentlemen on the other side of the 
House, and it was not for them to interfere: they seemed to have got 

up a pretty quarrel amongst themselves. (Loud cries of hear, hear.) 

The hon. member for Oxford had said that he had no doubt that a combination 
might be got up between himself (Sir Allan) and the hon. member for St. 
Maurice, He understood the hon. member for Oxford well, that gentleman 
thought that the course with the hon. member for St.Maurice had pursued 
during a period to which it was necessary to refer, might perhaps not 

suit the views of his (Sir Allan's)constituents, and he therefore intended 
to damage him in their estimation by this kind of insinuation.280 But he 
did not think that it would have any such effect. He would just as soon 
act with the hon. member for St.Maurice as with the hon. member for Oxford 
and?81 he felt that so far as his constituents were concerned » the hon. 
member for St.Maurice would not suffer in a comparison between him and the 
hon. member for Oxford. (Hear, hear, and laughter.) He thought it was 

on the second day of the Session283 he gave notice of an address to His 
Excellency the Governor General asking for copies of the correspondence 
alluded to in the Speech on the subject of certain restrictions upon our 
commerce. An hon. member of the Administration stood up in his place and 
said the correspondence should be given. That address had never yet been 
answered, the honble. member for Oxford was well aware that he (Sir Allan) 
wanted the information before voting on this qucetign why then had not 

the information been laid before the House?28 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS said it was not promised until after the Address. 28° 
It is not usual to answer Addresses until the Speech from the Throne has 
been replied to. 


SIR A. MACNAB ... was prepared to show that it was usual at the time 
he moved the Address asking for the information.28/ But he did not do SO, 
because288 a Minister of the Crown speaking for his colleagues promised the 
information, a promise which up to this hour had not been redeemed. 

The hon. member for Oxford appeared, however, to be keeping it in DS§ 
pocket just as he did the Customs Bill in Upper Canada. (Laughter.) 
He must have some object in withholding this information and breaking his 


word. It was treating the House badly; it was treating the country badly.2?+ 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS rose to explain. He had never understood the 
honorable and gallant Knight to mean that he wanted this information before 
the Address was taken into consideration, or he should never have promised 
it. He had always understood although he must of course bow to the superior 
Parliamentary knowledge of the gallant knight, that it was not customary 
to answer any Address to the Throne until the Speech was answered. 
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SIR A. MACNAB said his language had been plain enough; there could 
have been no misunderstanding,293 ((He)) was afraid that the memory of 
the hon. member failed him, and would be happy. ta believe that he (Sir 
Allan) had been mistaken, but he would ask hon, members if he was not 
right.294 

Cries of yes, pediec 

MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS said that there never was a word said about 
obtaining the information before the Speech was answered. He never knew 
that they wanted it before the Address was answered, He did not think 
they needed it, because the ate was to come up before them fully in 
a day or two, in another shape. 96 


MR. SHERWOOD said they were told the Address might be sent up, and 
that they would get the papers entire to discuss the reply.29 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN. never understood so, if he knew that that had been 
the subject of the address, he would have opposed ir. 298 


SIR A. MACNAB put it to the House whether they had been well used by 
the members opposite.299 


Cries from the ministerial benches of, there has been a misunder- 
standing. 


SIR A. MACNAB.--He could not see it. But with regard to the Speech, 
he did not wish to have a word about it, but now that he was up, he would 
make a few remarks upon it, but would only take up such parts of it as he 
thought proper, 301 The correspondence relative to the proposed amnesty 
had also been withheld, although had it been of a nature to be serviceable 
to the Ministry, they would have been only too happy to have brought it 
down to the House. He (Sir Allan) was just as ready to forgive as the 
hon. gentlemen opposite; he did not see any reason why Mr. Mckenzie 
ought not to be permitted to return, but he did not agree with the hon. 
gentlemen that it would be a matter of such great gratification in Upper 
Canada that he should return. He did not see why he should be kept out 
of the country now. He was leader of the party in Upper Canada to which 
the present Ministry belonged. The Attorney and Inspector General were 
his friends and followers. Mr. McKenzie was imprudent, but he (Sir Allan) 
knew of a certain occasion on which he showed no want of OUR POR, and 
was quite prepared to maintain the principles he had advocated. He did 
not know what they wanted him back for, unless that having acquired experience 
in Customs matters in another country, they wanted him to assist the Hon. 
Inspector General in his office, or if there was no vacancy in the office 
of that hon. member, he did not know but that they might appoint him to 
the Collectorship at Quebec. 293 He (Sir Allan) knew no reason why Mr. 
McKenzie should not return; but it struck him that if that correspendence 
were laid before the House, it would be found that there were no persons 
in this country who did not wish him to return, and would willingly keep 
him out. 


From the Ministerial Bench, no such thing. 299 


SIR A. MACNAB.--Well he (Sir Allan) did not know that. He remembered 
some very strange things which happened at the time that the city of Toronto 
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was on fire at both ends, and when some people that he knew stood shiver- 
ing in their shorts. He knew that Mr. McKenzie had been guilty of high- 
way robbery; but what of that? He knew that he had robbed the mail, but 
that was no great matter. (Loud laughter.) He knew that he had been 
guilty of murder; that he had murdered Colonel Moodie. But that, with 

some people, was no great matter. (Great sensation.) He knew that he 

had been guilty of arson; but that also was no matter. He knew that 
McKenzie, Gibson, and some other persons set fire to both ends of Toronto, 
but that was, of course nothing. He did not object to the return of 
McKenzie, when other persons as bad as he had been were allowed to come back, 
but he must say that he did not like to see persons of that description 
appointed to office the moment they came back, as Mr. Morin, Harbour 

Master of Montreal had been. There were other persons who had not been 
declared guilty of treason, and sentenced to death, applicants for that 
office; there were several applicants for the office to which Morin was 
appointed, and one of the applicants was Capt. Richardson the owner of 
three steamboats on the Lakes in Upper Canada, a man who had rendered 

great services to the Government, and had received the thanks of the 

Queen for his zeal, and a man well fitted for the office. But the hon. 
gentlemen preferred giving the situation to a pardoned traitor, who had 
just returned. Had they no other men in the country but such persons whom 
they could appoint to office? --Was it not an insult to the men who had 
helped to drive them out of the country? Then there was Gibson, the person 
in command of the prisoners taken by the insurgents at the time Col. Moodie 
was killed, and for whose death he considered him responsible, and he had 
been appointed to an office. The hon. members opposite did not appear 

to think such persons were in the least culpable; he (Sir Allan) did not 
speak of Lower Canada, but with regard to his own section of the Province. 396 


Hear, hear, from a French member .39/ 


SIR A. MACNAB. Well, if hon. gentlemen particularly desired it, he would 
speak of Lower Canada. But he thought it was rather hard, that the loyal 
people who had received the thanks of Her Majesty, for their services in 
protecting the country, should be slighted for such--they were told, however, 
that it was done with the approval of Downing Street, but he cared little 
for the approval of Downing Street. (Hear, hear.) Downing Street 
appeared to approve of many things. 308 He (Sir Allan) had been a public man 
for some years. He could recollect Lord Seaton, the course he pursued 
in this country; he could recollect that his conduct was approved of, 9 
by the people of Downing Street, and their making him a peer, and giving 
his family £2000 a year for two generations; and the conduct of Sir F.B. 
Head, who pursued no policy at all, his conduct was also approved of; Sir 
Charles Bagot too, his conduct was approved of, but he could not say any 
thing as to his reward; and there was Sir Charles Metcalf, and his conduct 
was approved of in Downing Street, and it was also approved by the people 
of this country, (hear, hear;) yea, it would be approved of by gentlemen 
opposite yet,--hear, hear, and laughter,--and he had no doubt that the 
monument to Lord Metcalf would be raised, within three years, by the aid of 
the hon. members opposite--Hear, hear, and laughter. 


MR. CAMERON.--His friends cannot build one that's clear, laughter. +1 
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SIR A. MACNAB ((continued:)) There was also Lord Dalhousie, and he 
had been rewarded by being appointed to one of the most honorable offices 
tn the gift of the Crown, Governor General of India; and there was Lord 
Gosford, who had not read his speech in French; 312 OR who used to read 
his speech in French;313 and had been rewarded with what he,--Sir A.— 
did not know. Everyone of the Governors had been rewarded, save His 
Excellency who had read his speech in French,—-laughter,--and knowing 
all this, he cared little for the approval of Downing Street.314 He 
(Sir Allan) did not object to the reading of the Speech in French, but 
he thought the French members ought to be satisfied to have it read after 
it had been first delivered in English and not grumble because precedence 
was not given to the French language in ((a)) British Colony315, The 
hon. member proceeded to complain of the delay which had taken place in 
calling Parliament. It was stated, in the speech from the throne, when 
they were prorogued, that it would meet at an early period, but he was 
not deceived by that. He remembered a former case, when they said the 
same thing, when last in power, yet did not call the house together till 
the very last day of the 12 months. They spoke of increasing the rep- 
resentation; he did not know whether they intended to do so before they 
appealed to the country, but they ought to do so, as there was no such 
thing mooted at the time of the last elections, and the people should 
have an opportunity of expressing their sentiments about it. He thought : 
that the observations of the member for St.Maurice upon it very correct. -16 
Respecting the Union, they had got on pretty well before, and he did not 
think that they had anything to fear now. He had not intended to address 
the House, neither was he aware that any gentlemen on his side of the House 
contemplated moving an amendment; but he wished to offer a few remarks on 
those points which he thought deserved notice. Before concluding, he 
might make an observation or two respecting a militia appointment in the 
county of Oxford, The hon. gentleman (Inspector General Hincks) had been 
in correspondence with a gentleman for the purpose of getting some other 
parties to recommend persons for appointments, for the purpose of throwing 
the onus from his shoulders. No doubt the appointment of Van Norman31/7 
as Lieut. Col. of Milirial13 was a very proper one; but he could not 
forget that319 Mr. Van Norman had come to the country in 1822, and had 
constantly refused to be enrolled even as a private, on the ground that 
he was an alien. He was now made a Lieut. Col. although he denied him- 
self being a British subject. 320 But was it right to place this man 
over the heads of such as Col. Deedes and some others, who had been the 
first to do the duty which had been required of them?32l He could tell 
the house a few more secrets about tampering with the Militia. He could 
tell them that a certain party had endeavoured to procure the appointment 
of his friends to commissions, who were not entitled to them—-a backstairs 
process not very creditable, 322 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS wanted to know if the hon. and gallant knight 
wished an answer to his question. 323 


SIR A. MACNAB.-~-Yes. 22% 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS might state, in explanation, that the hon. and 
gallant knight seemed to have referred to a private and confidential letter 
of which he had kept no copy; but he would call on the gallant knight to 
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produce it if he could as he felt sure it could not. contain any thing to 
warrant the construction which the hon. member had put upon it. He 
thought the course adopted unconstitutional; and, although he had nothing 
to fear, he would call on the gallant knight to produce the letter. 


SIR A. MACNAB.--Ah, then there is a letter on the subject. I said nothing 
about a letter, but the hon. gentleman states that there is one. Well then, 
if in that letter it is stated that "the matter is all agreed upon, between 
the Governor, the Adjutant-General and myself, and all that is required 
is your recommendation," he maintained that such a course on official subjects 
was grossly incorrect. 326 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS again started up, and made some ... remarks on 
the point, and asked for the letter, 327 


SIR A. MACNAB replied that the hon. member ought to keep cool, that 
he (Sir Allan) had no letter of him, ‘but that if-he (Mr. H.) had any to 
produce, he had better do it himself. He (Sir Allan) had not got then, 
or he would have had much pleasure in producing them. But the hon. member 
had admitted all he (Sir A.) wanted to know. -- (Laughter. ) 328 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS had written a letter to Col. Whitehead, who was 
a political opponent; he recollected no other, and he felt satisfied there 
was nothing of the nature referred to in its contents, 329 


SIR A. MACNAB said that that might be. It was hard to make him ashamed 
sometimes--He (Sir Allan) had not said a word about the letters, and did 
not intend to do so, but the hon. gentleman, had risen and admitted that 
such was the case; and he (Sir A.) had been told by gentlemen upon whose 
word he could depend, that there were letters written to certain persons 
wishing them to recommend a person af the name of Malcolm to be appointed 
a Lieutenant Colonel of Militia, 330 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS.--It is not true.--(Hear, hear.) 331 


SIR A. MACNAB must receive the contradiction as true, but he would have 
the honorable gentleman to think a little; he was afraid his memory was 
at fault.33 (Hear, and laughter, ) 333 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS.—No, no.2-4 


SIR A. MACNAB.--There was some "Malcolm" whom they wished to make 
Lieutenant Colonel, and he believed he was the same man for whose 335 
apprehension the Government of the day had offered a reward of £200. 

And he (Sir A.) had letters in his possession from the Privates (sic) in the 
Militia who had apprehended him.336 And although he never yet claimed the 
reward, he thought now that the Government were about to confer upon him 

a Lieutenant Colonelcy, they would not refuse to pay the reward due for 

his apprehension. This he was prepared to prove if a Committee was 

granted to him to investigate the matter, 33/7 


Hear, hear; and a voice, these are facts.2°° 
MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS said, these were not facts.?9 


SIR A. MACNAB.--Was not such conduct very disgraceful to the country, 
and to the Militia?349 To take a man from the ranks and place him over the 
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heads of gentlemen who had risen by their own ability. He had said they 
had raised him from the ranks, but it was even worse than this, for he had 
just ice told by an hon. friend that he never had been in the ranks at 

A as I He (Sir A.) was at a loss to comprehend a course of policy which, 
while proscribing the loyal subjects of the Crown, and leaving them to 
pine in. obscurity and neglect, at the same time elevated the traitors and 
the disloyal to places of honour and trust. This course was directly 
opposed to, and at variance with, that which the people of this country 
had hitherto been taught to consider their bounden duty, as faithful subjects 
of their most gracious sovereign. Let the hon. gentleman at once advise 
His Excellency to declare that the leaders of the late Rebellion, and 
their aidors and abettors who were convicted and transported for the same, 
were not criminal in their acts, then and in that case the loyal subjects 
of the Crown in this Colony would understand their true position, and his 
Excellency would be relieved of the apparent necessity and impolicy of 
appointing to office, those whom the law, in its wisdom and justice, had 
pronounced traitors and rebels, and of treating with contumely and neglect 
those gallant and faithful men whom our Royal Mistress had been pleased 

to honor with the expression of her most gracious approbation. (Hear, 
hear. ) 


MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE said he was pleased to hear the hon. member 
for Hamilton say that the events which were passed should be forgot and 
forgiven, and the expression of that opinion he thought the hon. member 
serious. He was, however, a little disappointed when he heard the hon. 
member call Mr. Morin a “traitor”. He recollected that when it.was in 
the power of the gallant Knight to make an appointment.--° 

/, 
SIR A. MACNAB said, he had no appointment to make.2?* 

MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE remembered when it was recommended by a 
committee of that House, that three additional clerks were to be appointed 
for the purpose of translating documents belonging to the House, there were 
three persons whom the committee would have appointed, because they had 
large families, dependent on them for their support; but it was stated 
that such appointments belonged to the Speaker of the House, therefore, 
the committee did not appoint them, although they expected that the 
parties, or, at least, one of the three, whom they had fixed upon 
would receive the appointment. The Speaker, however, appointed others, 
and one of the three appointed, if not a traitor, had been condemned to 
death, but was pardoned. (Hear, hear.) 34) 


SIR A. MACNAB had never heard of that before. He was not aware that 
such had been the case, and would have been obliged to the hon. Attorney 
General, if he had told him of the fact at the time. The fact was that 
he told the Clerk of the House to select such persons as he conceived 
to be best qualified to fulfil the duties of the office, as he held the 
clerk responsible for. The names were presented to him, and he signed 
the required document. He knew nothing about the facts at all.°*° 


MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE said, that although the late ministry had 
made objectionable appointments, the gallant knight should not censure the 
appointments of the present_administration. They had never appointed 
insane persons to office. 
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ro A. MACNAB was not responsible for the acts of the late administra- 
tion. 


MR. ARMSTRONG stated that Captain Morin's appointment resulted from 
a recommendation from the Trinity House349 OR the Montreal Board of Trade309 
and from the recommendation of Captain Rayside, the late Harbor Master3°5l 
himself352, whom Mr. Morin had acted for during the former's sickness. 323 


M. PAPINEAU.--L'honorable inspecteur-général, reconnaissant combien 
faible et insuffisante a @été sa défense et celle du procureur-général pour 
le Bas-Canada, alors aujourd'hui ils viennent applaudir 4 cet acte de 
réunion qu'ils ont si souvent condamné en Chambre et hors de Chambre, sur 
les hustings, dans la conversation de vive voix, aussi bien que par écrit, 
revient a4 la charge et prétend trouver louables, et leur versatilité et 
les dispositions d'une loi de colére et d'’iniquité, qu'ils ont censurée, 
alors que cette censure devait leur donner de la popularité et les faire 
monter au pouvoir; et depuis lors, ils proclament les louanges de cette 
méme loi. Ils n'ont point été scrupuleux sur les moyens 4 employer pour 
monter 4 ce pouvoir; ils ne le seront pas davantage dans leur ténacité 
a le garder. Ils ne conviendront pas qu'ils jouent un role humiliant, 
quoiqu'ils soient en contradiction permanente, forcée, inévitable avec 
tous les antécédents de leur vie politique antérieure, aussi bien dans 
un passé @loigné, que dans ce passé si rapproché de la veille des 
derniéres élections, La défense entendue en ce moment met en relief, 
et d'une maniére de plus en plus saillante, le malheur et le ridicule 
de leur fausse position. Ainsi il faut bien le démontrer, puisqu'ils 
ne confessent pas leur erreur. 

L'honorable inspecteur-général commence par nous assurer qu'il sait 
que des efforts on été faits, tant en Angleterre qu'en Canada, pour 
accréditer l'opinion que les deux procureurs-généraux, siégeant aujourd'hui 
dans le cabinet, avaient mis obstacle 4 ce qu'une amnistie générale ait 
été accordée plus tot. "J'affirme, dit-il, que dés le premier instant ot 
ils ont accepté le pouvoir, ils se sont occupés de ce soin, et ont eu la 
volonté constante de le faire octroyer aussi vite que les circonstances 
pourraient le permettre." I1 ajoute qu'il est injuste et illibéral de 
ma part, d’insinuer qu'ils ont été coupables de duplicité en s'attribuant 
le mérite de proposer aujourd'hui une amnistie, a laquelle ils se sont 
opposés dans d'autres temps. Je réponds, qu'avant cette déclaration de 
l'inspecteur-général, je n'ai jamais entendu dire qu'un tel reproche ait 
été adressé aux procureurs-généraux; et je ne crois ni de leur part, ni 
de celle d'aucun homme digne du plus léger degré d'estime, que l'on puisse 
avoir la volonté, de retarder d'une heure aprés la cessation du danger, 
une amnistie 4 la suite de troubles politiques. 

Or, tout danger avait cessé, avant qu'ils aient été appelés au 
ministére, l'Angleterre sur ses gardes, le pays fortement garnisonné, la 
vengeance exercée au centuple de ce qu'avait été l'offense...Certes, non, 
je ne connais pas d'homme assez méprisable pour qu’on osat le soupconner 
de mettre obstacle sous de telles circonstances 4 l'octroi d'une amnistie. 
Il efit été plus noble et plus judicieux de ne pas accepter le pouvoir, si 
l'on ne pouvait pas obtenir cet acte de justice; mais s'y opposer ett 
été trop monstrueux et détestable pour l'attribuer 4 qui que ce soit; 
trop monstrueux et détestable pour ne pas accuser amérement et sans détour 
quiconque se serait rendu coupable d'une pareille cruauté. Je n'ai donc 
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tien insinué 4 cet égard. Insinuation!.,..je ne me la permettrai jamais, 
et j'appellerai cela du machiavelisme, de la diplomatie ministérielle, de 
L'intrigue de cabinet; tout ce qu'il y de plus mesquin et de plus méprisable 
en politique. Quelque fort, quelque puissant, quelque vindicatif que 
puisse étre un cabinet prétendu libéral, et qui s'est fait terroriste; qui 
a fait crier bien haut par sa presse et par ume foule d'affidés: Taisez- 
vous, ou craignez l'échafaud; je ne suis pas encore assez assoupli pour 
n'oser faire que des insinuations contre les ministres pris collectivement 
ou séparément. Je trouve que j'ai déja porté contre eux assez d'accusations 
fortes et directes, pour pouvoir le faire encore ouvertement sans insi- 
nuation, sans écumer des rumeurs hazardées quand il y a tant d'actes patents 
qui les condamnent. Maintenant, je dis que le prétendu gouvernement 
responsable qu'ils font fonctionner n'existe nullement, mais que l'on 

voit chez eux, comme l'on a wu chez leurs adversaires, comme l'on verra 
chez quiconque se chargera de portefeuilles sans conditions, sous le 
gouvernement corrupteur qu'a organisé Lord Sydenham, des despotes 
arrogants ef arbitraites qui ne comprennent pas et ne respectent pas les 
priviléges de cette Chambre, non plus que les droits du peuple qu'elle 
représente. Les ministres ne comprenaient pas le gouvernement consti- 
tutionnel, alors qu'ils se formaient en cabinet sans s’@tre expliqués ni 
entre eux, ni avec cette Chambre sur ce que seraient quelques unes des 
principales mesures ministérielles, Ils ne le comprenaient pas plus 
aujourd'hui qu'ils gardent encore le poste oti ils sont montés sans 

replir les fallacieuses promesses qu'’ils faisaient au peuple du Bas- 
Canada sur les hustings, promesses que leurs alliés du Haut-Canada, 4 

la remorque desquels ils sont trainés, ne veulent pas leur laisser 
accomplir. Ils ne le comprenaient pas encore quand ils ont refusé ces 
jours derniers communication de documents publics que cette Chambre a le 
droit d'examiner; quand leur refus est un acte d'ignorance et d'insolence, 
puisqu’il est un caprice qu’on ne motive méme pas. Certes, alors qu'une 
mesure, liée 4 l'intérét public, n'est pas terminée, alors qu'elle n'est 
qu'em vole de progrés, jé <otttcts que l'on puisse avoir des motifs rationnels 
de ne pas communiquer les piaéces de la discussion, de crainte de retarder par 
1a la solution des questions débattues. Mais alors, dans ce cas méme, le 
ministére dans tout gouvermement constitutionnel ne répondrait pas par 

un brusque et déplacé: nous ne voulons pas, comme on 1'a fait 4 cette 
Chambre. I1 dirait au contraire: "Nous affirmons sur l'honneur et sur 
notre responsabilité, que nous ne pourrions donner aujourd'hui la 
communication demandée, qu'au détriment de l'intérét public. Ils n'on 

pas fait une semblable déclaration, et la Chambre dévore 1'humiliation 
d'un juste refus; et pourquoi cela;...parce que nous n’avons qu’une 
caricature du gouvernement responsable. Que les honorables membres 

soient donc francs et vrais. Qu'ils nous disent avec ingénuité, avec 
candeur: "Si nous vous donnons un refus sans l'appuyer d’aucune raison 
acceptable, va que nous n'en avons pas, c'est que nous voulons prolonger 
l'illusion dams laquelle est tombé le pays de croire qu'il posséde un 
gouvernement responsable. Mais comme il ne 1l'a pas, voila pourquoi nous 
vous refusons. Nous vous refusons sans motifs, parceque nous ne savons 
pas si cette communication serait agréable ou non a4 Downing Street, seule 
autorité légitime de laquelle nous relevions er dépendions. De méme que 
nous nous abaissons sous toutes les autorités coloniales, nous nous 
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inclinerous nous~mémes dans tout et toujours, devant quelque désir que 
ce soit, exprimé ou seulement soupconné du secrétaire des colonies, Crest 
14 la doctrine, c'est 14 notre gouvernement mae ae ace 

Le procureur-général du Canada Ouest a déclaré qu'il était outrecuidant 
de demander la correspondance relative 4 l'amnistie; qu'autant vaudrait 
demander la correspondance du gouverneur avec le bureau colonial, Bon 
Dieu! dans un gouvernement colonial, s'il est honnéte, de réels secrets 
d'état doivent étre infiniment rares et minces, et la publicité serait 
le moyen de mettre fin aux mesquines intrigues que l'on met en jeu sur 
ce sujet. Le mystére dans lequel se sont trop souvent enveloppés les 
gouverneurs, a-t-il jamais tourné 4 leur honneur ou a l'avantage des 
Canadas, Jamais! Aprés leur refus formel de donner aux Chambres en Canada 
des communications qu'il eut été prudent et constitutionnel de leur donner, 
elles ont souvent été produites quelques semaines plus tard devant la 
Chambre des Communes d'Angleterre, et cela sur la demande de n'importe 
lequel de ses membres. Au lieu de les recevoir directement, elles ne 
1l'étaient que par les gazettes, De méme, avant qu'il s'écoule un mois, 
le secret actuel sera connu du peuple entier du pays, comme il l'est 
aujourd'hui par les ministres, dont le refus aura le résultat de les 
rendre de plus en plus altiers vis-a-vis cette Chambre, et peu-ad-peu 
odieux au pays. 

L'hon. inspecteur-général a dit ensuite en son nom et en celui du 
cabinet, qu'il ne comprend pas une marche aussi extraordinaire que celle 
d'une opposition formelle 4 voter la réponse qu'il propose 4 un discours 
aussi ingénu que celui de l'ouverture de la session; que l'on pouvait la 
voter en entier sans @tre engagé pour cela 4 soutenir aucune des mesures 
ministérielles; et que ce discours ne contenait que de bien innocentes 
généralités. 

Les ministres oublient-ils done que depuis dix mois qu'ils sont au 
pouvoir, voila le premier instant ot ils ouvrent la bouche pour exhalter 
les funestes secrets qu'ils dévoilent aujourd'hui; ce qui de leur part 
est une déclaration de guerre 4 outrance, contre ces régles de droit et 
de justice, qu'ils ont proclamés alors qu'ils étaient l'opposition, qu'ils 
répudient alors qu'ils sont le ministére. 

Pour eux, prendre la direction des affaires sans explications, put 
paraitre une approbation tacite au moins de l'’acte de réunion, dans son 
inique intégralité. Alors que leurs amis repoussaient avec violence cette 
interprétation de leur conduite, qui aurait jamais cru, qu’'ils en seraient 
rendus sitot a formuler leur haute approbation de cet acte détesté par neuf 
sur dix de leurs compatriotes; puis qu'aprés eux et avec eux, tous, tous, 
sans exception nous mentirions 4 nos convictions; et cela pour tromper le 
gouverneur et l'Angleterre, en leur assurant que le peuple est satisfait, 
puisque nous lui faisons dire qu'il trouve bonne notre vicieuse constitution; 
puisque nous lui faisons dire, qu'il 1'a jugée mauvaise, alors que les 
ministres actuels la lui disaient telle; qu'il la juge bonne aujourd'hui 
qu'ils 1'en assurent, tandis que dans le fait, ils la trouvent bonne ou 
mauvaise selon qu’ils sont placés ou déplacés. 

Si le Canada était sous la protection d'une constitution de son choix; 
si avant ce jour néfaste, on lui avait fait déclarer que cette constitution 
avait son attachement et son approbation; si tel peuple s'était montré com- 
plaisant et adulateur pour l’oeuvre de Lord Sydenham, autant que 1l'ont été 
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les ministres envers cette méme oeuvre, autant qu’ils l'ont été 3 


réhabiliter sa mémoire; alors le discours, qui ne serait que la 
répetition d'anciens écarts pourrait passer inappercu, comme un formule 
et une cérémonie de peu d'importance. Mais il n'en est certes pas ainsi. 

De l'aveu de M. l'inspecteur-général, nous siégeons sous 1l'autorité 
d’un acte qui, lors méme de sa création comportait une grande injustice 
envers le Bas-Canada, puisqu'il avait alors une majorité de 200,000 
habitants sur le Haut-Canada. Or, parce que l'*honorable inspecteur- 
général déclare qu'’aujourd'’hui la différence des populations est moindre, 
cet acte ne comporte pas actuellement une moindre injustice, Vous croyez 
la différence petite; moi je la crois encore grande. Mais qu'importe pour 
le moment; 14 n'est point la difficulté de la question. Le principe du 
gouvernement représentatif est faussé dans son essence pur par l'acte de 
réunion; faussé dans chacune des deux provinces, par l'existence des 
bourgs-pourris; faussé entre les deux sections par cette @égalité de 
représentation accordée contre tout droit 4 ume population inférieure 
en mombre, sur une dui lui est supérieure. Si done la premiére fois 
que le ministére parle, il vient nous dire: nous sommes toujours 
libéraux, quoique souvent maitrisés par des considérations d'expédience, 
nous n’avons point de principes fixes et comnus; nous avons réclamé sur 
les hustings la représentation, basée sur la population, et nous n’en 
voulons pas aujourd'hui, parce que, quoique conforme 4 la justice, elle 
pourrait nuire 4 1l'élection de nos collégues libéraux du Haut-Canada, 
nous demandons simplement une augmentation de représentation qui ne sera 
ni le svstéme représentatif artificiel du moyen 4ge, ni le systéme sincére 
et véritable du XIX siécle; si on ajoute 4 tout cela qu'il est inusiré 
de faire opposition au discours d'ouverture, je répondrai: nous sommes 
dans une situation exceptionnelle, et voter l'adresse sans amendement 
serait promettre ume augmentation de représentation conforme 4 l'esprit 
pernicieux, 4 la lettre également pernicieuse de notre constitution. 

Vous dites que l'on ne doit faire opposition que lorsque le bill de la 
représentation nous sera soumis; eh bien, je répondrai encore que cette 
exception 4 la forme est trés futile et superficielle. La demande est 
constitutionnellement censée formée, a I*"heure qu’il est, en stricte 
conformité 4 la lettre et 4 l'esprit de la loi oppressive qu'ils se sont 
chargés de faire fonctionner. 

Quand bien méme donc, ils n'auraient pas mis depuis six jours devant 
le public, L'analyse du triste projet d'égale représentation pour chaque 
section, qu'ils auraient di lui soumettre depuis six mois, c'est ce projet 
1a méme et nul autre dont il eut été question, par implication dans 
toute demande d'augmentation de la représentation. L'on voit bien que 
c'est, parceque nous sommes sous le poids et l'ignominie de l'infériorité 
politique décrété par l'Angleterre d'abord, par nos chefs libéraux aujourd' 
hui; parceque nous sommes dans le méme asservissement vis-a-vis du Haut- 
Canada que l'est l'Irlande vis-a-vis de l'Angleterre, depuis l'union forcée 
qui l'a noyée dans son sang et décimée par la famine; parceque nous sommes 
hors la protection d'un gouvernement constitutionnel; que le précédent (sic) 
anglais n'ont ici et en la présente occasion, nulle autorité, nulle 
application rationelle. 

Lord Durham connaissait aussi bien que le cabinet, voire méme que celui 
des ministres (qui est si idolatre des exemples anglais, qu'il en acquerra 
quelque jour le sobriquet de M. le précédent, au lieu de M. le président, 
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s'il acceptait le présidence du comseil,) que le syst@me de représentation™ 
anglais est purement artificiel et inapplicable 4 1'age actuel., Ila dit 
néanmoins que la représentation @égale pour. les deux provinces était une 
violation des principes du gouvernement représentatif. Pourquoi? Parce- 
qu'il voyait que la métropole avait 4 législater non dans et pour le 12e, 
siécle, mais dans et pour le 19e. siécle. Nous n'avons done pas le 
gouvernement représentatif ni responsable, comme le comportent le sens de 
ces mots dans 1'age ou nous vivons., Nous l’avons, comme le veulent 
exploiter a leur profit, pour la dégradation et le malheur de leur pays 
quelques hommes qui, @blouis par le titre qu’ils portent, le patronage 
qu'ils exercent, l'adulation que les enivre, ne craignent point de 
s'associer a l'ignominie.qui, de jour en jour, pésera dans ce pays, lourdé 
de plus en plus sur la mémoire justement odieuse de Lord Sydenham. 

Voter 1l'augmentation de la représentation, sans cet amendement, c'est 
la voter comme ce politique dépravé 1'a voulue, comme il 1'a faite, comme 
il l'a faite l'acte d'Union, comme Ia continuent nos ministres. Quand 4 
moi, j'ai souhaité ne pas entrer de nouveau dans les agitations de la 
vie publique; mais je suis assez attaché au principe démocratique, pour 
reconnaitre le droit du peuple d'imposer le fardeau de la représentation 
a qui bon lui semble. Je me suis soumis 4 son ordre, et quoique je ne sois 
entré qu'a regret dans 1l'assemblée, je suis content de m'y trouver en ce 
moment pour faire constater par l'entrée au journal que je n'ai pas donné 
dans le piége que tendent 4 la Chambre les ministres avec leurs prétendues 
vagues inoffensives généralités, Non, elles sont 1'affirmation que 1l'acte 
a apportionné la représentation avec @équité, donnant la domination 4 une 
minorité méritante, imposant l'infériorité 4 une majorité odieuse ou méprisée. 

La chimére qu'a congue le représentant de St.-Maurice, une représentation 
exactement basée sur la population, n'a jamais existé, dit M. l'’inspecteur 
général, organe de tout le cabinet; interpréte qui nous fait de tout l'’avoir 
et savoir du cabinet, sur cette question. La raison nous avait bien dit 
que c'était impraticable et de toute impossibilité, mais dans nos recherches, 
les livres sont venus a4 1'appui de notre raison et vous démontrent combien 
le cabinet conjecture et raisonne avec force et justesse. Voyez plutdt: 
le comté d'Albany avec 53,000 habitans n'a que 3 représentants et celui de 
Columbia avec 39,000 en a 3 aussi. Mais il y plus, je vois un comté qui, 
avec deux mille ames de plus qu'un autre, a un représentant de moins; donc 
tout est aussi arbitraire dans l'état de New York qu'en Canada, donc il est 
inutile de chercher la perfection, et le membre de St.-Maurice qui nous 
invite 4 viser 4 l'atteindre cette malencontreuse perfection, est bien 
décidément un impracticable utopiste. Parfaitement raisonné quand, sur 
la question, l'on a eu l'avantage de ne lire que 1'almanach d'une seule 
année; mais argumentation erronée, si l'on en a lu plusieurs, et quelques 
autres textes encore. L'on aurait su qu'un recensement général doit se 
faire de dix ans et que c'est aprés chaque tel recensement que la représenta- 
tion de chaque comté est déterminée d'aprés le montant de sa population 
jusqu'au recensement suivant. Dans 1'intervalle la population de quelques 
comtés peut s'augmenter plus vite celle de quelques autres et rompre 
l'exactitude de la répartition; mais elle est rétablie de dix en dix ans, 
L'inégalité n'est qu'accidentelle et temporaire. Le voeu de la 
loi est celui de la justice é@égale pour tous les citoyens, Ils y sont 
périodiquement ramenés, au lieu que 1l'acte de réunion comme le plan des 
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ministres, décrétent ume injustice calculée, voulue et permanente, tant 
que le Bas-Canada sera en majorité. Mais a dit le procureur-général du 
Canada-Est, quand le Haut-Canada aura le double de notre population, nous 
lui ferons souffrir une bien plus grande injustice, que celle que nous 
souffrons aujourd'hui, car nous ne lui permettrons pas alors d'augmenter 
sa représentation.?? 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS asked if the hon. member would, supposing that 
the population of Upper Canada became greater than Lower Canada, allow it 
to be represented by a greater number of members. 3) 


MR. PAPINEAU intimated he would.3® 


Then he--MR. HINCKS--must declare that he would not submit that Upper 
Canada should be governed oy yaeee Canada, however, great the difference 
in population might become. S 


M. PAPINEAU ((continua:)) Quelle absurde rodomontade, que celle de 
dire, parceque nous n'avons pas aujourd'hui le courage de défendrea nos 
juszes droits, naus promattions gua aocus aurons plus tard la témérité 
d'envahir les justes droits de ceux 4 qui nous sacrifions les nétres. 

Voila de la diplomatie qui ne peut @tre bien persuasive! Ceux 4 qui vous 
vous soumettez, quand ils exigent de vous un injustice, sauront bien vous 
contraindre 4 vous soumettre, quand ils exigeront justice. Et d'ailleurs 
ils sauraient bien se passer de vous. L'autorité qui vous maltraite, 
nullifierait bien vite votre injuste votre mauvais vouloir, si vous osiez 
l'afficher alors. Quand 4 moi, je ne veux ni souffrir ni pratiquer une 
injuste domination et si plus tard le Haut-Canada avait la majorité de la 
population et demandait ce qu'il ne peut pas manquer de faire, la majorité 
de la représentation, oui, je voterai pour l'application générale de ce 
principe essentiel au gouvernement représentatif, la représentation pro- 
portionnelle 4 la population. Il n'y a aucun risque 4 ce que la différence 
de deux cent mille ames qu'il y avait en 1843 antre le Haut et le Bas-Canada 
s'efface assez rapidement pour que le procureur-général ou le représentant 
de St.-Maurice soient de leur vivant mis 4 l'épreuve, sur la maniére dont 
ils auront 4 voter dans l'éventualité d'un surplus de population dans le 
Haut-Canada. Loin de se décourager 4 la vue d'un accroissement beaucoup 
plus rapide de population dans une section que dans l'autre, la seule 
conclusion raisonnable et patriotique qu’il en faut déduire, c'est qu'il 
n'y a pas un jour, ume heure, un instant 4 perdre, mais qu'il faut au plus 
vite demander le rappel de l'acte d'Union. 

Quand 4 L'allégué que j'ai fait, d'aprés ce que l'on m'avait dit 4 
Québec, M. le procureur-général ne le nie point, il le confirme. I1 donne 
pour excuse de n'avoir pas répondu au comité de Québec, qui s'était adressé 
a lui pour faire signer dans le district de Montréal la méme requéte qui 
l'a 6té presque unanimement dans ceux de Québec et de Trois-Riviéres, que 
le d@écouragement était grand et général dans celui-ci, et qu'il y avait un 
passage dans la requéte qui lui déplaisait. Avec un peu de zéle et un peu 
de civilité, il pouvait néanmoins répondre au comité de Québec, qu'il 
s'efforcerait de faire signer une autre requéte analogue, mais ne contenant 
point um passage auquel il objectait. Peut-érre que cette réponse aurait 
fait disparaitre le passage qu'il blamait. Mais il dit qu'il a fait mieux 
que de répondre 4 une lettre civile par une lettre civile. Il a été for 
son courage auprés d'un autre citoyen estimable, 4 qui l'on avait pas é 
qui done est excusé de n'avoir pas pris l'initiative; et ne lui a ni pr 
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ni emprunté assez de courage pour vaincre la nonchalance générale. Ila 
provoqué une assemblée, elle a été peu nombreuse, Puis le comité chargé 
de préparer une requéte a agi mollement, aprés deux ou trois réunions, il 
a tout abandonné, J'ai dit moins contre le procureur-général qu'il ne l'a 
fait lui-méme, par cette suite d'explications. 11 n'aurait jamais réussi 
& rien d'important, s'il n'avait jamais mis plus d'activité et de persévé- 
rance, qu'il ne parait 1l'avoir fait en cette triste occasion. 

M,. l'inspecteur-général, pour et au nom du cabinet, revient a la charge 
et répéte avec une incroyable assurance, la frivole, pour ne pas dire 
honteuse objection, donnée déja en toutes lettres par l'un de nos procureurs- 
généraux, et tacitement par l'autre, qui entend cette @trange assertion de 
la part de ses collégues, sans qu'il puisse les empécher de dire la bévue, 
ou sans qu'il sache comment l'excuser ou 1l'expliquer, "que la représentation 
basée sur la population n'est pas un principe des gouvernements américains," 
puisque dans le Sénat de la Confédération, le plus petit des états est aussi 
fortement représenté que le plus grand; les 90,000 habitants de Delaware 
autant que les 3,000,000 de New-York, Impayable! Oh admirable importance 
des précédents anglais. Elle dispense donc de toute autre étude légale, 
puisque nos procureurs-généraux si puissans dans ce genre de connaissance, 
sont assez étonnemment faibles dans ce qui tient au droit public dés nations 
civilisées, pour trouver dans la constitution du Sénat des Etats-Unis la 
preuve que j'avais parlé au hasard, en disant que dans tous les pays, qui 
avaient adopté le systéme représentatif dans le 18e et 19e siécle, l'on 
avait pris pour preuve de la sincérité du systéme, la représentation 
proportionnelle 4 la population. Quelques fois pourtant, je Ll'avoue, la 
violence a violé ce principe de justice. Le gouvernement aristocratique de 
de l1'Angleterre a toujours pris part a ces violences aggressives, A dad... 
la honte; aux peuples, dont elle a prétendu régler le sort, le malheur; 

A ses oeuvres d'iniquité, le peu de durée, ou les embarras qui l'ont suivie. 
Ce principe de justice a été violé dans 1'Union forcée de 1'Irlande, qui 

a droit 4 prés de 70 représentants, de plus qu'il ne lui ait été accordé, 
afin d'écraser encore plusieurs minorités déja accablées; dans 1'Union 
forcée des Canadas, et dans l'Union forcée de la Belgique, ou les minorités 
ont été dotées de 1l'ascendance sur les majorités. L'une d'elles est 
heureusement dissoute. Les deux autres nourrissent de justes ressentiments 
contre le gouvernement anglais. La haine de 1'Irlande est juste contre ses 
oppresseurs séculaires. Celle du Bas-Canada deviendrait bient6ot la méme 
contre le Haut-Canada, si leur réunion avait des éléments de durée. Elle 
n'en a point. D'un mutuel accord, avec un empressement réciproque, les 
deux partis pousuivront bien vite une sentence de divorce. Le jour et 

les moyens de leur séparation seront aussi heureux et honnétes, qu'ont été 
malhonnétes et malheureux les temps et les moyens de leur réunion. 

Dans tous les gouvernements des Etats-Unis, dans ceux de France, dans 
ceux de Belgique, et de la Hollande séparées, le principe énoncé dans 
l'amendement proposé est en pleine vigueur, malgré 1'assurance avec laquelle 
nos procureurs—-généraux et leur truchement, disent que ce ne peut pas étre, 
puisqu'ils voient, ou croient voir le contraire dans le sénat de la confédé- 
ration. Ils n'ont pas eu en apparence l'avantage de lire les débats qui ont 
eu lieu dans la convention, qui a préparé la constitution fédérale, soumise 
a la libre acceptation, ou libre réjection de chacun des @tats de 1'Union, 
ni John Adams sur les constitutions, tant de la confédération que des états 
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séparés, ni les commentaires du chancellier de Kent, ou du juge Baldwin, 

ni beaucoup d'autres autorités qu'il serait judicieux pour eux d'étudier, 
afin de ne pas faire d'aussi lourdes chutes, de ne pas tomber assez bas 
pour faire des objections aussi nonchalantes que celles qu'ils font avec 
une si aveugle confiance, comme si elles n'étaient pas de facile réfutation. 

Je dois leur dire pourtant, que j'ai souvent assisté 4 des examens de 
jeunes messieurs et de jeunes demoiselles dans les colléges et académies 
des Etats-Unis. Car, s'il est vrai de dire que je ne me suis efforcé de 
ne rien oublier, surtout de ne rien répudier de ce que j'avais appris et 
professé, il ne l'est peut-étre pas de méme que je n'aie rien appris; du 
moins j'ai toujours désiré apprendre. Et 1a j'ai vu et entendu une foule 
de jeunes messieurs et de jeunes demoiselles, de quinze ans, qui auraient 
facillement pu résoudre des problémes insolubles pour les savants de notre 
cabinet. Que veulez-vous, nul homme ne peut tout savoir, M. le procureur- 
général pour le Bas-Canada s'est guindé assez haut, en assurant qu'il avait 
lu son Blackstone trés récemment et qu'il y avait longtemps que je na'avais 
lu le mien; puisqu'il le posséde mieux que moi, c'est ce que nous examinerons 
plus tard. 

Ces jeunes écoliers des Etats-Unis leur diraient de distinguer entre le 
droit des gens, le droit public international et fédéral adopté par et pour 
des peuples indépendants les uns des autres, liés entr’eux dans des limites 
définies, d'aprés les pactes et traités, auxquels ils ont librement consenti, 
et entre le droit public constitutionnel de chaque nation se donnant les 
lois qui séparément raégleront ses intéréts sociaux, de la maniére qui lui 
conviendra le mieux, avec les restrictions pourtant des consessions qu'elle 
aurait faites de partie de sa souveraineté dans ses rapports avec d'autres 
sociétés, 

Les Etats-Unis, au nombre de treize dans le principe, maintenant trente, 
sont des états souverains et indépendants les uns des autres, d'abord, et 
qui dans la plupart des objets, qui touchent 4 leur législation intérieure, 
sont aussi indépendants du comgrés, que nous le sommes nous-mémes. L'un 
d'ewx ne pourrait pas se comstituer monarchiquement ou aristocratiquement. 
Ils ont acquiescé 4 faire partie de leur glorieuse confédération, 4 la 
condition de se donner des constitutions électives démocratiques. Si l'un 
des @tats voulait par une bizarrerie impossible 4 concevoir, troubler l'ordre 
commun, en donnant le scandale de répudier cette forme rationnelle de 
gouvernement, le reste de la confédération pourrait le contraindre 4 res- 
pecter le traité par lequel il s'est 11@ pour toujours 4 conserver une con- 
stitution démocratique. 

Cet élément, il peut en modifier l'application de la maniére la plus 
diverse. Il peut, 4 son choix, conserver l'élection directe de ses magistrats 
et serviteurs, ou leur élection indirecte par l'intermédiaire de ses 
législatures, ou de ses sénmats, ou de ses gouverneurs,.de ses conseils de 
nomination; donner 4 ses magistratures des pouvoirs qui varient par leur 
mature et pour leur durée, depuis six mois jusqu’a la vie entiére de la 
personne @lue ou nommée. Mais universellement le peuple est reconnu pour 
€tre la source légitime de tout pouvoir, et tous les employés sont nommés 
par lui, ow par ses agents élus et responsables, Dans tous ces états le 
gouvernement constitutionnel est vraiment et sincérement représentatif, 
et la représentation est basée sur la population. Aprés que l'état a été 
distribué en un nombre de districts, qui auront élu leur quotte part, plus 
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ou moins grande de représentants d'aprés leur population plus ou moins 
grande, deux, trois ou quatre de ces districts sont. réunis pour former un 
district sénatorial, qui élira sa quotte part plus petite ou plus grande 
de s@énateurs, mais toujours proportionnelle aux quotes parts des autres 
districts de chaque état, sans que l'une des parties, qu'elle soit ville, 
ou campagne, ait un avantage indu sur les autres parties, I1n'en est pas 
ainsi avec nos bourg-pourris, avec l'égalité de représentants, pour 
l'inégalité des populations dans les deux sections de la province. Voila 
en quoi le systéme de nos voisins est beau, bon et désirable; en quoi le 
notre est hideux, mauvais et détestable. 

Le sénat de la confédération est sagement constitué d'aprés un autre 
principe, d'aprés le droit des gens, pour une fin fédérative. I1 l'’est 
principalement pour régler les rapports de guerre, de paix et de commerce 
avec les puissances étrangéres, pour garantir l'intégralité du territoire 
de chaque @tat, du plus petit contre la convoitise du plus grand, et pour 
le garantir aussi stirement que le plus grand est garanti contre les 
aggressions du dehors, et que chaque état l'’est contre les convictions de 
plusieurs autres états, fédérés ou étrangers. Voila pourquoi il était 
sage et nécessaire, que le sénat participat aussi directement qu’il le 
fait, de plus que la Chambre des représentans, ne le fait, a la nomination 
et révocation de tous les ambassadeurs 4 1'étranger, a l'approbation ou 
réjection des traités. Les états indépendans ont été libres d'accéder 
ou de ne pas accéder 4 ce pact fédératif. Les grands é@états ont eu la 
sagesse, en le préparant en convention, de s'imposer des génes et 
restrictions qui offraient aux états faibles, la certitude qu'ils 
n'avaient rien 4 redouter des états forts. Mais, dit M. l'inspecteur 
général, "néanmoins il en peut résulter dans la pratique de graves 
inconvéniens. Supposons que 1'Etat de New-York veuille le systéme du 
commerce libre de Rhode-Island, celui des protectionistes, le plus faible 
pourra nuire au plus fort qui pourra s'en irriter." Irritation impuis- 
sante. 11 est désarmé contre son faible voisin; il a la presse et le 
sénat pour discuter sur un pied d'’égalité avec son tout petit voisin; 
pour finir par triompher, s*il a pour lui Ia vérité ét le bon droit; pour 
finir par succomber, s'il a pour lui l'injustice et l'erreur. Les 
sénateurs sont des ambassadeurs envoyés par des états indépendans, con- 
fédérés. C'est ainsi qu'est fondé tout le droit public de l'Europe. C'est 
ainsi, que la république de San Marino avec ses 4000 habitans, la principauté 
de Monaco avec ses 6000 sujets, une foule de principautés souveraines 
d'Allemagne dont la faiblesse et l'incapacité 4 armer des troupes ne leur 
permettraient pas d'’équiper et entretenir un millier d'hommes et qui sont 
aussi assurés de garder leur indépendance, que leurs voisins d'Autriche 
et de France qui en peuvent é@quiper un million. 

Le gouvernement représentatif est le meilleur de tous pour 1'administration 
propre et indépendante de chaque nation. 

Celles qui ont eu le bonheur de le conquérir sont toutes plus heureuses 
et plus vertueuses que celles qui ne l'ont point, ou qui 1l'ont faussé et 
menteur, comme celui qui veulent nous faire des ministres aussi opinatres 
qu'irréfléchis, dans leur acquiescement 4 la démoralisation et 4 1l'asservis- 
sement qui découlent d'un aussi mauvais systéme que celui qu'ils patronisent. 

Le sénat fédératif américain est constitué dans un but d'assurer la 
puissance souveraine et absolue de chaque état, sans que son voisin puisse 
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se plaindre, se venger de ce que sa législation particuliére locale diffare 
de la sienne. De 1a au pouvoir d'’assimilation et d'aggrégation qui fait 

que les trente @tats sont heureux et plus facilement Zouvernes: que L'étaient 
les treize états au Hebut de leurs essais, couronné d'un aussi magnifique 
résultat que celui qu'’admire et que copie 1’ Europe, bientdot renouvellée, 

Les deux objets sont assurés: le bon gouvernement de chaque état par 
l'application des principes du gouvernement représentatif a leurs deux 
chambres. Le bon gouvernement de la confédération par la constitution du 
sénat, qui Eepeoas sans cesse 4 tous, que l'on veut a tae beds l'égalité, 

la pci serenemait l'indépendance absolue de chaque état; que c'est pour cette 
fin qu'ils se sont aii de eagle confédérés et que es iota du pacte consenti 
entre parties qui s'y sont placés sur le pied d'égalité entre elles, et de 
pleine et absolue indépendance les unes 4 l'égard des autres, doit é@tre 
strictement observé; et qu'il n'y a aucune autre partie de leur souveraineté 
d'entamée que celle qui est clairement confiée et remise au congrés. 

L'inspecteur général entasse ensuite en peu de mots une foule de 
conjectures sur ce que sera l"avenir des Canadas. Comme il s'est si mani- 
festement trompé sur ce qui était matiére de fait et sur le passé, il est 
assez naturel de conclure qu'il se trompe quand il prophétise. En pesant 
la valeur des raisonnements que l'on peut opposer 4 ses simples assertions, 
je crois pouvoir prouver que mes conjectures sur cet avenir sont infiniment 
plus probables et rationnelles que les siennes, dont elles différent 
entiérement. 

Il est inutile, eetarme- toil, de s'occuper en aucune maniére du rappel 
de l'Union, parce qu’aussi longtemps que nous serons colonies, il sera 
impossible de l’obtenir. L'Angleterre et le Haut-Canada n'y consentiront 
point. De cette énumération de deux des trois patries intéressées dans 
ce funeste contrat consommé par le vol et la violence, et de l'oubli du 
nom de la troisiméme, il parait que les droits et les voeux de celle=-ci 
ne comptent pour rien auprés des deux autres, Elles ont pour elles la 
force, disent le cabinet et ses obséquieux flatteurs, donc la raison et la 
justice ne seront jamais d'aucun poids aupras d'elles, Je n'ai pas plus 
foi que M, Ll'inspecteur général dans leur Equité et leur modération, mais 
sachant qu’elles sont quelques fois capables de calculer bien, en matiére 
d‘intérét, j'entrevois trés clairement les circonstances qui dans un avenir 
prochain, les porteront 4 demander de concert avec nous, une séparation, 
quand 1'Union n'aura plus de motif apparent, quand elle sera également 
insupportable aux deux colonies. L'Union, quand elle aura accompli sa 
destination, n'aura plus de motifs ni de moyen de durée. La cause cessant, 
l'effet cessera. Encore trois ou quatre ans d'une administration prodigue du 
revenu, comme nous l'avons depuis l'Union, et la Badaner ute commune Dore 
atteindra tous, et alors personne nme voudra plus d'une liaison qt, n'ayant 
été imaginée que pour échapper 4 la banqueroute, aura eu l'effet d'en faire 
éclater deux, au lieu d'une seule. 

Il est inutile, dit l'inspecteur, de parler du rappel de l'Union, parce- 
qu'il est impossible de l’obtenir tant que nous serons colonies; parcequ' 
ne deviendra facile de l'obtenir, qu’apr&as qu’elles seront indépendantes; 
qu'aprés qu’elles feront partie de la confédération américaine, qu'aprés 
que le revenu des douanes étant dépensé par le congrés, il n'y aurait pas 
de disputes entre des deux Canadas, comme il y en a eu ci-devant sur le 
partage de ce revenu. Qu'alors les deux états auraient 4 payer leurs 
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gouvernemens par des taxes directes, et qu'avec l'aversion des canadiens- 
francais pour ce genre de taxes, seuls ils se trouveront trés malheureux 
de faire partie de cette confédération prospére pour tous ses autres 
membres, funeste pour eux seuls. 

Puisque l'inspecteur-général me méne sur ce terrain, je n'hésiterai 
pas a l'y suivre, 4 lui prouver qu'il n'a pas encore beaucoup réfléchi 
sur ce grave et important sujet; qu'il le méconnait entiérement; que la 
contradiction de toutes et de chacune de ses propositions, de la premiére 
a la derniére inclusivement, contiendra la vérité, et que les siennes 
fourmillent d'erreurs. Que c'est pendant que nous sommes colonies et dans 
un trés prochain avenir, que deux Canadas auront intérét et facilité a 
se séparer; que leur inévitable fusion dans 1'Union américaine ne nuira 
ni a leur prospérité ni a leur bonheur; qu'il leur importe durant leur 
condition coloniale d'étre séparés, et que cela leur sera encore plus 
important dans leur état futur d'indépendance et de confédération, et 
néanmoins. leur deviendrait plus difficle a4 obtenir alors, qu'il ne le 
serait aujourd'hui. Je suis certain d'amener l'inspecteur-général et 
tout autre homme d'un esprit droit et ferme 4 acquiescer a la plus grande 
probalité des conjectures que j'énoncerai, qu'a la probalité de celles 
qu'il a énoncées. 

Pourquoi 1'Union a-t-elle été demandée et presque emportée par surprise 
dés 1822. Parcequ'il y avait dans le Bas-Canada une faible minorité, qui 
amait la domination pour elle, et n'aimait pas la liberté pour tous. Que 
maitrisée, par d'aveugles préjugés nationaux, elle proscrivait d'instinct, 
et sans les connaitre, les lois, la langue, les institutions de la majorité, 
Elle avait bien dans le principe révé 1'’exclusion des canadiens de toute 
participation aux emplois ou 4 la représentation du pays de leur naissance, 
parcequ'ils étaient d'une origine francaise et catholique, et que dans la 
malheureuse Irlande, la masse de la population placée dans des circonstances 
analogues 4a la nOtre, était défranchisée et exploitée au profit de la 
minorité, Ici elle avait sans doute en 1822 abjuré des prétentions aussi 
extrémes et exagérées; mais elle n'aimait pas encore la justice et 1’égalité 
de droits entre les citoyens de toute croyance et de toute origine. Elle 
s'indignait ce qu'étant minorité dans le pays, elle était minorité dans la 
représentation; de ce qu'étant minorité dans la représentation, elle n'y 
obtenait pas, ce qu'elle exigeait de législation nouvelle, ou de préférences 
dans la distribution du revenu, contraires aux intéréts, aux droits, aux 
sentiments connus et exprimés de la majorité. Ses exigences pour étre moins 
exhorbitantes en 1822 qu’elles n'avaient été en 1772, n'’en découlaient 
pas moins du méme principe d'orgueil exagéré pour eux-mémes, de mépris 
exagéré contre nous, et d'amour de la domination, passion 4 laquelle ils 
étaient préts 4 sacrifier toute idée généreuse de leurs propres libertés 
politiques, pourvu que les ndtres fussent en méme tems ensevelies dans la 
ruine commune. Quelques marchands étaient 1'ame et les chefs de cette 
conspiration permanente contre les droits du Bas-Canada. Ils avaient 
leurs coeurs, leurs intéréts, leur influence en Angleterre et dans le 
Haut-Canada. I1 y calomniaient sans cesse la majorité au milieu de 
laquelle ils vivaient. Ils ont soulevé contre elles par d'injustes 
accusations, d'injustes coléres. Aprés 77 ans de lutte, ils ont eu un jour 
d'immense triomphe. Ils ont demandé au Haut-Canada de s'associer a leur 
succés et de dépouiller les vaincus. La spoliation de la liberté, de la 
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nationalité, de la propriété du Bas-Canada tout entier a été consommée, 
par les mémes coupables moyens, qui avaient procuré de semblables 
déplorables résultats pour l'Irlande. Mais ici la proie était moins 
riche, elle est prequ'entiérement dévorée, et quand elle aura été toute 
engloutie, il ne restera ni un motif, ni un prétexte de perpétuer une 
liaison nusible et incommode 4 toutes les parties et qui ne leur fit 
imposée, que pour une fin qui est accomplie, la confection ruineuse de 
canaux utiles: pour une fin qui a trompé les espérances de ceux qui 
avaient ourdi le complet, et qui, au lieu de la prospérité commerciale, 
du contentement universel, de la force politique prédits que devait nous 
donner 1'Union, voient la détresse commerciale plus grande, la propriété 
fonciére plus dépréciée, les mécontentements plus justes et plus profons, 
la faiblesse politique patente, par suite du désacord qu'il y a, et qui 
deviendra de plus en plus prononcé entre les deux sections. 

Les motifs de L'union exprimés par ses auteurs en Canada comme en 
Angleterre @taient les suivans. Dans cette province (le Haut-Canada) 
les finances sont dérangées et les travaux publics suspendus, l'esprit 
d'entreprise chez les particuliers est ralenti, le flot de l'immigration 
si essentiel 4 votre prospérité et 4 la connexion Britanique a cessé de 
couler sur le pays, une grande partie des populations déclarent, que leur 
gouvernement ne leur est pas satisfesant. I1 est @vident que vous ne 
pouvez pas remplir vous engagements précuniaires, 4 moins que vous 
n’augmentiez considérablement le revenu par de nouvelles taxes, et le 
Bas-Canada s'est montré hostile 4 1l'augmentation des droits de douane. 

Les Ministres de sa majesté en sont donc venus 4 la conclusion, que ce 
serait par la_réunion seule, si elle était basée sur des prinecipes de 
justice, que tant et de si grands maux pourraient é@tre guéris," 

Le charlatan a administré son grand reméde et le malade a succombé, 
Toutes et chacumes de ses miséres et de ses souffrances sont plus aigues 
aujourd’hui, qu'elles ne le furent alors. Les taxes sont grossies, mais 
comme elles sont iniquement employées et distribuées, elles n'ont pas eu 
d'autres résultats, que d'enrichir les fonctionnaires et les spéculateurs, 
tout en appauvrissant le peuple; de rendre permanemment le gouvernement 
plus corrompu, plus corrupteur, plus dispendieux, plus nécessiteux qu'il 
ne l'était dans le passé; d'avoir créé la nécessité de grossir toujours 
le revenu, pour le trouver toujours insuffisant; d'avoir concentré un 
pouvoir exagéré dans les mains d'un petit nombre de partisans formant 
l'exécutif, et cela parcequ’ils le constituent, et quand ils le constituent, 
voulant aveuglément un ministére tout puissant, au milieu d'ume Chambre 
muette, impuissante et asservie. Discussion.libre, diffusion du pouvoir, 
Chambre trés forte et minist3re trés faible, extension du principe d'élection; 
voila les principes bons et utiles pour lesquels des libéraux éclairés 
et indépendants ont lutté avec énergie dans l'ancienne Chambre; et voila 
pourquoi la fusion entre eux et les tories d'alors étaient (sic) impossible. 
Aujourd'hui, il n'y a plus 4 distinguer des tories d’alors, les libéraux 
d'aujourd'hui. Est-ce parce que les uns et les autres revenant sur leurs 
pas se sont rencontrés et accordés A moitié chemin. Hélas: non. Pour 
saisir et garder le pouvoir et les avantages personnels qu'ils y ont 
trouvé, les seuls libéraux ont renié leur passé, abjuré leur foi politique, 
franchi tout l'intervalle qui les séparaient (sic) jadis de leurs adversaires; 
ils parlent et agissent comme eux et plus mal qu'eux; abusent de la force 
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que leur réputation de libéralité leur préte, pour Oser contre les droits 
de leur pays, contre les principes du gouvernement représentatif, vrai et 
sincére, contre les sentiments démocratiques de 1'age et du continent out 
nous vivons, plus que n’ont Gsé et que n'dseraient leurs adversaires, 
s'ils étaient 4 leur place. Ce sont les vices inhérants 4 l'acte de 
réunion qui les met en une contradiction perpétuelle, ridicule pour eux- 
mémes et funeste pour leur pays, avec les antécédents de leur vie entiére. 
Ils seraient utiles dans l’opposition pour veiller a 1'extension de 
principes de liberté; ils sont nuisibles a pratiquer la contradiction du 
pouvoir, parce qu'il est entre leurs mains, ils y sont nuisibles 4 pratiquer 
tout ce qu'ils ont reproché 4 leurs devanciers. 

L'inspecteur-général dit que le rappel de 1'Union ne peut et ne doit 
étre discuté, qu’aprés que ce pays sera amalgamé dans la confédération 
américaine. 

Ce serait une fatale erreur d'attendre que l'événement fit dé@éja accompli, 
pour commencer 4 préparer la population a savoir comment se gouverner sous 
l'action de ses nouvelles destinées. Elles s'accompliront dans un avenir 
plus ou moins prochain, soit que les politiques en Angleterre et ici le 
veuillent ou ne le veuillent point. Ils ne sont plus d'aucun poids vis- 
a-vis de la force et de l'aggrandissement des Etats-Unis, Le régime 
colonial est ruiné de réputation; pas un écrivain politique distingué 
depuis un siécle qui ne l'ait flétri. I1 est un mal en soi; le 
gouvernement de soi-méme, plutSt que par autrui, est un bien en soi. 

L'annexion est inévitable, tout l'améne. L'extension rapide du commerce 
avec les Etats-Unis, plus important a lui seul et plus lucratif pour 
l'Angleterre que celui qu'elle fait avec tous les autres tats étrangers 
ensemble, rend chaque jour moins important celui des Canadas. Militairement 
parlant, ils ne sont plus défensibles en cas de guerre. Sur les lacs les 
américains ont vingt vaisseaux contre vous un. Des forces supérieures dans 
cette proportion peuvent donc couper tous vos convois, isoler et écraser 
tous vos détachements. Les américains sont amis passionnés de la liberté 
politique; justement admirateurs enthousiastes de leurs belles institutions 
dont ils souhaitent l'extension, Ils sont vingt fois plus nombreux que 
nous. Sur ce continent, ils deviennent chaque année relativement plus forts 
que l'Angleterre, parceque leurs ressources pour l'attaque sont chez eux, en 
eux, A nos portes; tandis que les ressources de 1'Angleterre pous la défense 
sont a trés peu de chose prés stationnaires, les mémes que dans ses autres 
guerres en Amérique, et que leur @loignement et l'impossibilité de les 
porter si loin, dans d'autres proportions qu'elle ne 1'a ci-devant fait, 
révéle assez clairement, que si une nouvelle lutte s'engageait sur ce 
continent, elle ne serait pas longue, et elle serait la derniére. 

Ils s'appellent et sont appelés américains, comme s'ils étaient le seul 
peuple du nouveau monde. Non, mais aux yeux de 1'Europe les autres états 
comptent pour peu de chose; eux seuls y sont la puissance prépondérante. 
Les autres peuples n'ont qu'une indépendance relative et de tolérance sous 
leur protection, contre toute aggression ou toute intrigue des cabinets 
Européens. I1 leur a été intimé que les Etats-Unis leur interdissaient 
tout nouvel @établissement dans cet hémisphére, et ils se sont soumis 4 ce 
fiat. Seuls, ils ont donc é@tabli, quel était le droit des gens pour toute 
1'Amérique. Avec une telle prétention formulée par Jefferson, enseignée 
dans toutes leurs @coles, et qui est devenue la foi et la croyance 
politique de tous les am@éricans, au dedans et au dehors de leur pays, 
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Ia fin de l*Gre coloniale est décrétée. Tout L'améne; la pauvreté 
comparative signalée par les rapports des commissaires royaux faits 

a l'Angleterre et au monde entier. Ces rapports prouvent que sur toute 
l’étendue les frontiéres, depuis les rives de l'océan 4 celles du lac 
supérieur, l'éducation, l'industrie, les cultures, la valeur des biens- 
fonds sont dans une infériorité évidente sur le territoire anglais 3 ce 
qu'ils sont sur le territoire indépendant. Ce contraste n'est-il pas un 
élément de dissatisfaction permanent, ne nous Sterait-il pas 4 lui seul 
des ressources infinies morales et matérielles, dans une lutte trop 
inégale pour qu'elle soit jamais tentée. Non ce ne sera pas la guerre 
qui aménera, ce seront des négotiations qui amémeront l'avenir indubitable 
de l'annexion. Elle n'est qu'une question de temps, nullement un sujet 
de doute et d'incertitude. 

Dans cette prévision ceux-1la seraient aveugles qui imagineraient qu’ils 
doivent ajourner jusque-la, le demande en rappel de l'Union. 

Chaque jour de sa durée donne des forces nouvelles au parti qui exploite, 
contre celui qui est exploité. Sept ans de sa durée ont versé les emprunts 
et les revenus dans la proportion des trois quarts; douze millions de 
paistres pour le Haut-Canada, quatre millions pour le Bas-Canada; et la 
meme injustice sera prolongée tant que durera cette fatale Union. Voila 
un intérét permanent et grandissant, sans cesse dans le Haut-Canada, qui 
voudra nous faire supporter la plus grande partie des taxes nécessaires 
a payer les intéréts de la dette publique, présente et future. I1 dira 
comme l'Angleterre le dit 4 l'Irlande: en proportion des populations, 
nous payons plus des taxes que vous; et comme 1'’Irlande nous répondrons 
en vain, en proportion de nos resources que vous avez pompées et é@puisées 
pour les verser exclusivement chez vous, nous qui avons été appauvris 
pour vous et par vous, nous payons au-dela des bornes de toute équité; 
nous payons parce que nous mourons de faim pour soutenir le gouvernement 
qui nous opprime. Tant d'intéréts positifs pécumiaires, qui faussent le 
jugement et la conscience, ont été créés par l'exploitation prolongée de 
l’Irlande, que, quand il y a eu quelque moment de honte et de repentir, 
ou le gouvernement anglais a déclaré vouloir @tre juste envers le pays 
dent il a fait le malheur, il a déclaré la difficulté de remédier a tant 
et de si grands maux. Le Haut-Canada habitué 4 une injuste domination et 
au profits qu'il aura faits par L'injustice, sera dominé par ces seules 
considérations, et accédera plus difficilement 4 la séparation, aprés qu'il 
aura rendu le fardeau des dettes plus lourd qu'il ne l'est aujourd'hui. 

Mais, dites-vous, vous demanderez justice au congrés, et il vous 
donnera la séparation. Vous serez assez nombreux pour vous former en un 
état. 

Eh! non, messieurs, le congrés ne voudrait pas vous rendre justice. 
Tl n'est pas tout puissant comme vous, ou comme le parlement anglais. [1 
y a des régles de morale et de justice qu'il s'est engagé textuellement 
a ne jamais violer, et les objets de législation sur lesquels il peut 
statuer, sont trés restreints et clairement.définis. I1 ne peut pas 
démembrer un état sans le conmsentement de sa législature, Alors comme 
ci-devant, une section de la province dominée par les seuls calculs 
d'argent, par ses embarras financiers, pourra par suite de la partialité 
qu'a eve l'Angleterre pour cette section 4 qui elle a donné une indue 
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prépondérance, pourra, disrje, mettre des obstacles de la plus difficile 
solution, 4 la séparation, Et pourtant ce serait détruire toute 1'importance 
politique du Canada dans la confédération, Un seul état n'aurait que 

deux sénateurs, deux en auraient quatre, Un seul état. avec deux sections 
aigries l'une contre l'autre, et la représentation proportionée aux 
populations verrait son influence toujours nullifiée, par la certitude 

qu'une moitié des représentants voterai immanquablement contre l'autre 
moitié. Ils chercheraient des alliances dans les Etats-Unis et des partis 
différents. 

Mais persiste 4 dire l'inspecteur-général, ils n'auraient point d'intérét 
a rester réunis, puisque le revenu des douanes ne leur appartiendrait 
point; il n'y aurait pas de difficulté, pour son partage, comme il y en 
a eu entre les deux provinces. 

Il n'y aurait pas cette difficulté, il est vrai; il y en aurait 
d'autres, Ce serait le partage inégal du revenu, quelqu'il fit, des 
taxes directes, des patentes, des auberges, des encans, du timbre, de 
l'air, de l'eau, de tout ce que le plus fort peut taxer, de tout ce 
qu'il veut partager inégalement. 

M. l'orateur, c'est une misérable querelle de deux 4 trois mille louis 
réclamés par le Haut-Canada qui est la cause apparente de l'acte d'Union. 
La cause réelle, c'est l'intrigue qui n'avait pas cessé depuis 1822 de la 
demander, et de faire agir les conseils législatifs pour empécher que la 
difficulté ne fit réglée. Quand la législature de l'une des provinces avait 
nommé des commissaires pour régler cette mince querelle, le conseil dans 
l'autre province empéchait qu'il n'y en fit nommé. Ce jeu était pratiqué 
tout-a-tout dans chacune d'’elles, parcequ'en Angleterre 1'on voulait cet 
acte de persécution contre nous, et que l'on se donnait un prétexte de le 
consommer en temps opportun, en perpétuant les plaintes et le mécontentement 
entre les deux Canadas--éternelle politique de cette métropole contre ses 
colonies, L'action des conseils, c'était celle de 1'Angleterre. 

La difficulté pour le partage du revenu des douanes est facilement 
surmontée, si on le veut honnétement. Le Haut-Canada fait une grande 
partie de son commerce 4 New-York, sans rien perdre de son revenu, sans 
que les Etats-Unis perdent rien du leur. I1 fait facilement son commerce 
a travers un pays étranger et indépendant, et il ne pourrait pas le faire 
a travers une soeur colonie, contrélée par l'autorié qui les domine tous 
deux! C'est ume absurdité de prétendre qu'il y ait de grands obstacles 
a surmonter. Le systéme de dépdt de transit en franchise, laisserait 
entiére facilité au Haut et au Bas-Canada de partager le revenu des 
douanes dans la juste proportion de ce qui serait réellement consommé 
dans 1'un et dans l'autre. 

Bien vite d'ailleurs tout ce qu'il sera possible d'obtenir par les 
douanes ne pourra plus fournir 4 des améliorations nouvelles. Tout sera 
absorbé pour les besoins d'un gouvernement follement dispendieux, et 
pour payer avec difficulté les intéréts dis au créancier public.. Des 
ressources par les douanes! Elles sont é@puisées. Vous ne pouvez plus 
élever les droits sans diminuer le revenu, parce que vous avez diminué 
l'aisance générale, la consommation générale, par la création de la 
dette pour des travaux improductifs; parce que si vous augmentez les 
droits, vous organisez la contrebande. Dés que le Haut-Canada sera con- 
vaincu qu'il ne peut plus obtenir ni argent, ni crédit de nous, parce 
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qu'ensemble nous sommes dans la banqueroute ot il était seul avant 
l'Union, il sentira comme nous qu'elle est un mal sans compensation et 
consentira 4 la séparation, 

Elle produit une législation précipitée, qu'il a fallu chaque année 
depuis l'Union altérer contradictoirement d'un jour 4 l'autre; ce qui fait 
naitre le mépris de la loi et le mécontentement dans la masse du peuple. 

Avec l'amoncellement des lois contenant des dispositions diverses pour 
les différentes sections de la province, les juges, les avocats, le public, 
tombent dans un chaos inextricable. Les sources ot nous devons puiser 
pour l'amélioration de nos lois civiles, sont les admirables codes 
francais, le plus beau monument de jurisprudence, par sa haute raison, sa 
méthode, et la clarté de sa rédaction, que le monde ait encore vu. Les 
sources ot doit puiser le Haut-Canada, sont les lentes réformes qui 
s'introduisent peu 4 peu dans le droit commun anglais, par statuts, Ayons 
un ministére vraiment éclairé et libéral et nous arons de suite la codifica- 

ion de nos lois frangaises. Le Haut-Canada n'aura la codification de ses 
lois que dans un temps plus @loigné, parce que le travaile est en effet 
plus difficile pour lui. Il est presque tout fait pour nous. 

L'inspecteur-général applaudit, avec réserve et restriction 4 ce qu'a 
dit son collégue. Si j'étais du Bas-Canada, dit-il, oui je répéterais 
comme lui que je ne consentirais pas 4 ce que le Haut-Canada ett jamais 
un représentant de plus que le Bas-Canada. Admirable preuve de 1l'intégrité 
et la sincérité du gouvernement responsable, de la moralité publique des 
membres de notre cabinet. Ce qui est tras bon 4 dire par l'un, est trés 
bon 4 taire par l'autre. L'inspecteur-général, ou aucun autre, de ses 
collégues du Haut-Canada consentiront-ils 4 répéter que si le Haut-Canada 
avait le double de notre population, deux contre un, ils auraient la 
démence de ne pas demander un représentant de plus pour leur section. 

Ils ne le feront pas, precequ’ils diraient une folie, parcequ'ils 
s'Steraient toute chance d'étre jamais réélus. 

Oh? non, disent-ils, cela ne peut pas se dire par nous qui sommes 
faverisés, mais peut bien se dire pour le Bas-Canada qui est injurié. 

Pourquoi des maximes diverses? Parce que les intéréts sont divers? 
Pourquoi done les retenir forcément, en présence et en une lutte, qui par 
sa prolongation devient haineuse, tandis qu'agissant séparément, les deux 
provinces n'auraient que trés peu de sujets sur lesquels elles seraient 
en diversité d’opinion. Au lieu d'@tre aigries l'ume contre l'autre tous 
les jours pour chaque allocation d'argent; pour chaque bill; pour chaque 
motion par laquelle on demandera une mesure agréable 4 une section et 
désagréable 4 l'autre, elles seraient toutes deux unies, toutes deux 
jalouses contre les tracasseries, les délais, l'intervention de Downing- 
Street. C'est 1a qu’est l'ennemi commun. I1 a eul’artifice de porter 
la lutte sur un terrein, ot les deux combattans s'affaiblissent et se 
déchirent pour le bon plaisir et le triomphe de lL'autorité distante et 
dés lors aveugle, qui veut l'abaissement des colons; qui ne veut pas que 
le jeune homme se dispose 4 l'’exercise des fonctions que bientdt L’ homme 
miir sera appelé 4 exercer. 

M. l'inspecteur-général feint 1'étonmement de ce que j'ose me plaindre 
de l'Union et parler de possibilité de son rappel, puisque cette demande 
n'est pas encore formée dans le Haut-Canada. La, dit-il, il n'y a aucune 
agitation pour exiger cette révocation. 


226 


En vérité l'obseryation est d'une rare naiyeté, Et de quoi se 
plaindrait-il dans cette Union mal assortie? Elle nous a été imposée, 
contre le sentiment connu alors et qui est aujourd'hui le méme, malgré 
l'opposition des neuf-dixiémes et plus des habitants du Bas-Canada contre 
cette mesure, adoptée parceque la province voisine succombait sous le 
fardeau de sa dette. Elle se plaindrait donc d'avoir mangé une si grande 
part du bien d'autrui qu'elle en a une indigestion; que la méme tentation 
lui étant offerte elle y succombera; et que pour @viter de vivre avec 
excés, elle ne veut plus d'une table si abondante} Ce danger est passé. 

Il n'y a plus ni fonds, ni crédit. Le temps est venu ot la raison parlant 
seule, 1'examen calme de la question fera naitre un empressement égal entre 
les deux parties, de se donner la main pour se dire adieu. Et quand elles 
seront d'accord sur ce point, Downing-Street n'aura rien a4 y voir, rien 

a y redire. 

Mais, dira-t-on, il l'a @établi sans vous consulter, il le maintiendra 
contre votre désir. Je dis non, car ce serait trap avilir l'octroi 
prétendu du gouvernement responsable. Je dis non, parce (sic) 1850 est 
postérieur a dix ans 4 1840 et que ces dix années ont été longues et 
fertiles plus qu'aucunes autres vingt années, pour le progrés de la liberté. 

L'Irlande serait-elle opprimée, si elle avait un nombre de représentants 
aussi grand que l'Angleterre, a ridiculement dit M. le procureur-général 
du Bas-Canada. 

Non, certes, ce serait l'Angleterre qui serait opprimée et outragée, 
parce que les régles de la justice seraient indignement violées, comme 
elles le sont pour nous.--Légérement, dit l'inspecteur-général: vous 
avez 60 4 70 mille ames de plus, c'est bagatelle.--Je dis que nous avons 
deux cent mille de plus. Mais le plus ou le moins n’est pas ce qui doit 
étre envisagé en ce moment. C'est d'un gouvernement guidé par des 
principes honnétes, ou par des considérations déshonnétes d'expédience, 
dont il est question. Vous étes les hommes 4 expédients. L'Irlande ne 
serait pas opprimée si elle avait une représentation proportionnelle 4 
sa population. Elle profiterait des nécessités des partis anglais, pour 
ne soutenir que celui qui serait juste pour elle, Avec cent représentants 
de plus qu'elle n'a, si elle exigeait le rappel de 1'Union, elle l'obtiendrait. 
Elle le veut, c'est son droit. Le refus est une seule des mille oppressions 
qu'elle subit incessamment. 

Aujourd'hui, dites-vous, ce n'est pas un grand mal dans la pratique 
que l'inégalité dans la représentation, parcequ’elle n'est pas trés grande; 
ce n'est pas un mal pratique que la paucité (sic) du quorum fixé par 
l'injonction de l'étranger, 4 vingt, puisque vous voyez que la Chambre est 
pleine; ce n'est pas un mal qu'il y ait des bourgs-pourris, il y en avait 
sous l'acte de 1791 et le représentant de St.-Maurice n'avait rien pour 
les supprimer. Par l'acte de 1829 auquel il a consenti, la représentation 
n'était pas basée sur la population seule, mais sur cette donnée combinée 
avec le territoire. Notre systéme de représentation n'est pas un grand 
mal. 

Sophismes, détails insignifiants et mal compris que toutes ces assertions 
étrangéres 4 ce qu'il convient de faire aujourd'hui avec les moyens d'un 
cabinet, ou mieux d'une opposition, qui aurait de la force, des lumiéres 
et du patriotisme. Pendant prés de trente ans mes collégues et moi avons 
lutté avec une constance que rien n'a jamais lassée ni rebutée, pour que le 
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peuple fut de plus en plus @clairé, moral, fier et fort pour courber toutes 
les autres autorités, 4 respecter les libertés indéfinies qu'il pouvait 
acquérir par une représentation indépendante et désintéressée, Bien 
souvent avant 1829 nous avions demandé l'augmentation de la représentation 
pour assurer cette plus grande indépendance. Le conseil législatif, c'est- 
a-dire, lL'Angleterre par ses agents asservis, par les interprétes de ses 
préjugés et de ses prédéterminations, avait rejeté nos bills. La logique 
de la Chambre, écho sincére alors des affections et de la volonté du peuple, 
la presse libérale, non soudoyée pour fortifier les plans de domination 

de la métropole aujourd’hui faufilée toute puissante dans l'assemblée sous 
le costume d'un ministére canadien, qui court au devant de la servitude, 
qui L'organise de sang-froid pour l'avenir, parce qu'elle sera exercée par 
quelques colons contre la masse des colons; et tous deux la Chambre et la 
presse, dis-je, soulevérent l’indignation contre le conseil, 4 raison de 
ses complaisances, moins funestes que celles que nous voyons aujourd'hui, 
Cédant 4 l'ocrage, le conseil en 1829 ne rejeta pas le bill de la Chambre 
qui lui avait @té envoyé basé beaucoup plus approximativement que ne l'a 
été le statut, sur la population. C'est le conseil que découvrit 1'idée 
bizarre qu'accueille le cabinet, de compter les hommes et les souches, 

la population et la superficie, non la valeur du territoire, comme @léments 
constitutifs de la représentation. I1 fit des amendements, afin que le 
bill fut rejeté; parcequ'il accroissait les forces populaires, qu'il 

aidait au succés des doctrines regques, alors que l'exécutif devait @tre 
fait petit et le peuple fait grand, ce bill fut accepté malgré ses imper- 
fections. Le gouvernement et ses conseillers en @prouvérent un amer 

chagrin et avouérent que la Chambre avait déjoué leurs projets. Il 

n'en sera pas ainsi des plans de notre cabinet, ils dépassent tous les 
désirs, toutes les espérances qu’avait pu former lord Sydenham. 

En 1791, les bourgs-pourris avaient été imaginés par esprit d'aveugle 
imitation de ce qui est en Angleterre. Ils ont été bien plus honteusement 
eréés dans l'acte de réunion, pour des fins de corruption prévue et voulue. 
Est-ce avec si peu de ce qu'il a fait lui-m@me, que le procureur-général 
ose dire que nous n’avons jamais essayé de détruire les bourgs-pourris. 
Quand nows demandions que les deux Chambres fussent électives, nous disions: 
nous avons un instrument de législation et de gouvernement tout-4-fait 
défectueux, de 1a découlent tous les abus qui inondent et désolent le pays. 
Donnez—nous l'instrument que réclament les besoins de ce peuple, les 
lumiéres de ce siécle, les progrés faits dans tous les autres pays 
constitutionnnels, et tous ces abus, méme les bourgs—pourris dont les 
ministétes sont aujourd'hui si é@pris, tomberont. Mais eux fesant fonction- 
ner un instrument qu’ils disent @tre parfait, que je dis @tre détestable, 
conservent tout ce qu'ils ont bla@mé, quand ils ont @té@ jadis opposition 
honnéte et nationale, quand ils ont été récemment opposition factieuse et 
de parti. Non-.non, les tories peuvent vouloir les conserver sans honte; 
ils seront consistans; mais des soi-disant libéraux ne peuvent pas les 
conserver sans salir leur passé, sans que leurs noms soient flétris dans 
un avenir prochain. 

La rédaction du quorum 4 vingt n'est pas un grand mal, puisque la Chambre 
est presque constamment pleine. 

Déplorable servilité si rapidement créée par cet acte d’Union, qui a 
tué l'esprit de respect pour soi-méme, pour la dignité que comporte le 
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caractére de législateur, pour l'indépendance d'influence exécutive qui 
est essentielle 4 la représentation, et que chacun de nous avons la 
mission de transmettre 4 nos successeurs; déplorable servilité, qui ne 
laisse pas comprendre 4 de prétendus hommes d'état, qu'ils sont stigmatisés. 
Dans le systéme anglais suranné, quoique mille fois moins mauvais que le 
systéme canadien, que les ministres libéraux dans leur ignorance du droit 
constitutionnel, ou dans leur amour du pouvoir absolu nous préparent, c'est 
a la Chambre seule 4 fixer d'aprés les circonstances, dont elle est exclu- 
sivement le juge compétent, quel sera son quorum, a4 le diminuer ou 4a 
l'augmenter, de maniére 4 se protéger contre toute intervention extérieure. 
La premiére partie de notre histoire parlementaire a été un peu trop 
dominée par la conformité aux précédents anglais. La Chambre fixa son 
quorum 4 22 sur 50 membres: c'était mieux que celui de vingt sur 84. Dans 
la seconde partie de notre histoire parlementaire, l'étude du droit constitu- 
tionnel non seulement de la métropole, mais aussi celui de toutes les 
colonies anglaises et des pays @trangers libres nous guida et quand la 
Chambre fixa elle-méme son quorum 4 42, elle se conforma aux principes 
établis aujourd'hui, de vouloir que la majorité de la représentation fit 
présente, pour pouvoir siéger. Le quorum fixé 4 20 par la loi, est 
une violation du droit public anglais, et du droit meilleur de tous les 
autres pays libres. C'est proclamer que vous @tes le corps représentatif, 
le plus garrotté qu'il y ait au monde, et que vous ne comprenez pas, ou 
que vous aimez l'’avilissement de la représentation de votre pays, quand 
vous parlez si légérement de tous et de chacun de vices de l'acte que vous 
faites fonctionner avec tant d‘ardeur et de force pour le mal, avec une 
aussi compléte impuissance pour le bien. 

Je crois avoir répondu suffisamment au ministére qui peut par lui et 
ses flatteurs verser un océan de mots, d'écrits et d'’injures contre moi; 
de réfutation, jamais. Sa position est fausse, son action est funeste au 
pays que pour un temps il a endormi, en le trompant. Le réveil se fera.-- 
"Oui, pour nous exprimer de plus en plus haut sa reconnaissance, dit le 
ministre. Voyez le bien que j'ai fait, il est l'avant, coureur de celui 
que je ferai, Si je n'dvais pas exercé le pouvoir, dit-il, l'hon. membre 
de St.-Maurice en serait a lire dans Paris des utopies sur le meilleur 
des gouvernements. Sans lui demander de la reconnaissance, qu'il soit 
juste au moins. J'ai insisté 4 produire un Nolle Prosequi; ce n'est que 
par la suite de cette persistence que l'hon. membre a son siége pour me 
faire ici des reproches immérités."--Je réponds: M. le procureur-général 
a cru sans doute faire un acte de justice. 11a donc rempli un devoir. 
Je remercie tout homme public qui remplit ses devoirs, car les tentations 
a s'en carter, sont semées sur sa route d'autant plus nombreuses que la 
constitution d'un pays est plus vicieuse. Quand le procureur-général 
s'appuiera sur ses souvenirs de ses jours d'opposition, il fera le bien; 
quand il se chargera de faire fonctionner l'acte d'Union, il fera le mal. 
De ce qu'il a de concert avec ses collégues fait um acte de justice 4 mon 
égard, s'ensuit-il que je sois enchainé a le suivre dans tous ses changements 
d'opinion, 4 l'approuver dans ses écarts. Des hommes plus 4 portée que 
qui que ce fit en Canada de faire abréger le temps de mon exil, m'ont 
offert aux Etats-Unis et en France, de s'intéresser 4 procurer: mon retour 
au pays. Je leur ai invariablement dit: ''Non, ne le faites pas." 
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Votre gouvernement a opprimé le Canada; tout danger de résistance armée 
a cessé; ne pas accorder ume amnistie générale est une folle vengeance, 
Occupez-vous de cet acte d’humaine et prudente administration. Je vous 
supplie pour mes concitoyens et pour les é6trangers qui sont dans les fers; 
rendez-les 4 la liberté et 4 leur famille. Occupez-vous beaucoup d'eux; 
de moi, trés peu. Je puis donc dire que je n'ai demandé ni au procureur- 
général, ni a qui que ce soit au monde, de s'intéresser 4 me procurer mon 
retour ici. J'y suis venu quand il m'a semblé 4 propos de le faire pour 
partager les souffrances et les douleurs de mes compatriotes; aussi esclave 
que jamais de l'obligation que mes compatriotes m'ont imposée contre mon 
gré, de faire et dire dans cette Chambre tout ce qui me parait pouvoir 
augmenter la force du peuple, et diminuer celle. de la prérogative qui est 
excessive et corruptrice; aussi indépendant du. pouvoir exécutif que je l’aie 
jamais été; beaucoup plus défiant de lui en quelques mains qu'il soit confié 
depuis l'acte d'Union, que je ne 1'étais avant, pracequ'il est armé de odlus 
de moyens de force et de séduction qu'il n'en avait sous une constitution 
moins mauvaise que la présente. 

Mon retour depuis trois ans, le retour de toutes les autres victimes 
de nos troubles politiques dans la onziéme année aprés qu'ils ont cessé, 
les changements futiles 4 mon avis, dans la liste civile, et la réhabili- 
tation de l'usage légal du francais, sont dis 4 la politique qu'a adoptée 
le procureur-général, dit-il. Je n'en crois rien. Je pense qu'une 
opposition fortement conbinée et judicieusement exercée aurait obtenu plus 
vite, les mémes et de meilleurs résultats. Le laps du temps suffit seul 
pour faire cesser les procriptions commandées par la. peur, par la colére, 
par la prudence, durant les jours de lutte; mais l'appel 4 la modération, 
aprés que le danger est passé, est si conforme 4 l'intérét social le plus 
large; aux calculs justes et aux inspirations libérales naturelles 4 tout 
homme d'état habile, doué d'un esprit droit et cultivé et 4 la voix de 
l'humanité; qu'il trouve bientdt de L'écho, d&s qu'il a été formulé publi- 
quement. Les négotiations secrétes des cabinets conduisent 4 des compromis, 
par lesquels l'on obtient moins qué par la libre discussion. Témoin cette 
réhabilitation de la langue francaise, demandée 4 L'umanimité dés qu'elle 
fit proposée, non par le ministére actuel que sa presse adulatrice a affiché 
comme auteur de cet acte de justice, mais par le ministére précédent. 

Il faut que la jouissance du pouvoir, et l'habitude d'’@tre flattés, 
ait singuliérement gonflé la susceptibilité des ministres, pour qu'ils 
aient trouvé dans mes observations, des reproches amers de vénalité, 
d'ambition, de duplicité, de faiblesse contre eux, parcequ'ils avaient pris 
des places sous sir Charles Bagot. J'avais simplement dit que, quoique’il 
me semblat qu'ils auraient été plus forts, dans un systéme de consistance 
avec leur passé; dans une opposition, qui @tant dans le coeur et dans les 
voeux de la majorité de leurs constituans contre l’acte d'Union, devait 
Stre aussi dans leur bouche non pas une fois pour toutes en 1841, mais 
tous les jours de leur vie politique, mais chaque fois qu’ils ont pris 
ou quitté leurs portefeuilles;—-les difficultés de l'époque étaient 
néanmoins si grandes et si pénibles, qu'ils ont pu croire pour le mieux 
en prenant alors ume part du pouvoir. Mais quel intervalle franchi depuis 
ce temps! Quelle différence entre 1l'hésitation avec laquelle ils l'ont 
aecepté, et l'amour avec lequel ils le gardent, la violence avec laquelle 
ils veulent l'exercer, telle que manifestée par leur presse et par chacun 
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des paragraphes de ce discours, surtout par les deux paragraphes auxquels 
je propose des amendements. Tous les paragraphes demanderaient des amende- 
ments et il en surgirait dans une Chambre plus indépendante, Mais pour 

le moment la prépondérance ministérielle est @écrasante, et le serait dans 
tout pays ou le patronage serait aussi excessif et sans nul contrepoids 
comme en ce pays. 

Cette multitude de juges en Angleterre dont j'ai parlé et dont a parlé 
le procureur-général, n'augmentent pas, comme il le dit, le patronage de 
l'exécutif, elle le paralyse et lui fait contrepoids. L'Angleterre est 
couverte dans toute son @tendue de municipalités @électives, dont les 
officiers ont généralement dans les limites de leurs cités, villes, bourgs, 
ou paroisses, des pouvoirs judiciaires plus ou moins restreints, selon 
la date et la nature de leurs chartes. C'est l'esprit d'indépendance qui 
résulte de ce systéme électif et de rotation rapide des charges, de 
responsabilité directe aux @lecteurs, au peuple, qui, habituant celui-ci 
a la surveillance sur la conduite des officiers de son choix, 1l'’habitue 
a une surveillance encore plus jalouse sur la conduite des officiers 
nommés par la couronne. La nomination des douze juges pour vingt millions 
d'habitants, ne donne 4 la couronne qu'une influence minime; ici cette 
influence est proportionnellement cent fois plus grande et, par cela 
pernicieuse. Et le cabinet prouverait qu'il n'en veut pas abuser, en 
désintéressant les membres de cette Chambre, par la déclaration que, 
quand l'on y est et pendant une couple d'années aprés, l'on ne doit 
s'attendre 4 aucune nomination. 

L'honorable membre pour Sherbrooke (M. Gugy) a eu la justice de repous- 
ser avec énergie d'odieuses et d'injustes imputations lancées contre un 
homme d'honneur mon parent; je l'en remercie. Une bonne cause soutenue 
par un homme de talents aussi supérieurs que ceux dont il est donné n'a 
pas besoin d’autre appui que le sien et le bon droit; je n'ajouterai donc 
rien 4 ce qu'il a dit avec tant de conmvenance 4 ce sujet. I1a eu la 
justice de dire que dans une autre occasion, il avait porté contre moi 
des accusations imméritées, que reconnaissant son erreur, il prenait la 
prémiére occasion de la rétracter dans le lieu méme ot il l'avait commise, 
que c'était ce qu'un gentilhomme devait toujours observer vis-a-vis d'un 
gentilhomme. Je le remercie de cet acte de justice et de la maniére 
cordiale et généreuse avec laquelle il a bien voulu le remplir. La liberté 
des débats parlementaires nous obligent (sic) journellement, en vue du 
bien public pour les esprits @levés, en vue de haines et de ressentiments 
personnels pour les esprits étroits, a4 porter nos appréciations sur les 
actes et les opinions d'hommes publics. Nous pouvons quelquefois nous 
tromper; et quand nous l'apprenons, nous devons mettre la méme sincérité 
a l'avouer, qu'il s'agisse d'un ami ou d'un adversaire. Pendant plusieurs 
années, nous nous sommes trouvés l'hon. membre et moi, en antagonisme 
tranché sur diverses questions d'intérét canadien. Je lui ai aussi 
souvent reproché son ultra-royalisme, comme il m'a souvent reproché mon 
ultra-radicalisme; il était un des plus puissans soutiens de son parti, 
je défendais mes vues et mes opinions avec une inflexible ardeur, sans 
que jamais des paroles discourtoises et imparlementaires vinssent affaiblir 
ce qu'il pouvait y avoir de fort et de sensé dans notre ardente polémique. 
Nous nous retrouvons tous deux sur le méme terrain ot nous @tions quand 
les événemens nous ont séparés, I1a'a pas fait un pas vers moi, ni moi 
un pas vers lui. Nous sommes conséquens avec nous-mémes. Nous pouvons 


ZS, 


respecter la sincérité avec laquelle nous tenons 4 nos diverses convictions. 
Seulement il s'applaudit, il se réjouit d'avoir fait tant de conversions 
des hommes qui @taient a mes cdétés et qui sont 4 ses cdtés, s'ils ne l’ont 
pas méme laissé en arriére d'eux, dans leurs efforts passionnés pour 
l'accroissement de patronage, pour la concentration du pouvoir; comme si 

le despotisme ne devait pas toujours @tre odieux et redouté, qu'il soit 
anglais ou qu’il soit canadien. C'est le despotisme que je repousse, en 
quelque langue que ce soit qu'il est préché, mais il est plus odieux dans 
des bouches qui ont longtemps vanté la liberté et ses bienfaits, chez des 
hommes qui ont de nouvelles visions et des doctrines contradictoires, selon 
qu'ils sont placés ou déplacés. 

L'hon. membre pour Sherbrooke se méprend sur le sens de ma vie politique 
toute entiére, quand il croit y voir que mes efforts ont eu pour but de 
donner une injuste domination 4 ceux de mes compatriotes, qui sont de la 
méme origine que moi, sur ceux qui sont d'une autre origine. Je répudie 
sans réserve ni restrictions cette interprétation erronnée qu'il préte 4a 
ma conduite. J'ai voulu et je veux pour tous également, pas 4 pas 1’extension 
de la liberté et du gouvernement populaire, du systéme @lectif dans sa 
plénitude, tel qu'il a jadis tr&és bien fonctionné dans les colonies anglaises. 
J'ai dit, parceque je le croyais, que cette politique sage et conciliatrice 
donnerait un peu plus de durée 4 la connexion avec la métropole que ne le 
ferait la politique irritante, qui était suivie par l'emploi de la force, 
que la politique irritante qui est aujourd'hui suivie par la corruption 
et la déception. Et ce n'est pas parcequ'’elle promettait un peu plus de 
durée 4 la connexion que je préférais et conseillais cette politique 
rationnelle, de nous donner les améliorations constitutives adoptées par 
nos voisins pour leur état social analogue au nOtre; mais parceque le régime 
de la liberté est le plus favorable a la bonne éducation, a4 la moralisation, 
a l'activité bien dirigée et 4 l’aisance qui la suit; et qu'il nous 
préparait d’avance 4 jouir avec sagesse de l'avenir d'indépendance qui 
appartient, un peu plus t6t ou un peu plus tard, 4 toutes les colonies 
continentales de 1'Amérique. 

Vouloir qu'une proportion de sept mille habitants dans le Haut-Canada 
ait wun représentant; et qu'il ew faille un de dix mille dans le Bas~Canada, 
c'est une insulte et une injustice, non seulement pour nos comtés francais 
mais aussi pour nos comtés anglais. S'ils aimaient leurs droits et leur 
liberté avant tout, ils protesteraient comme moi contre notre commune dégrada- 
tion politique. Il n'y a rien d'aggressif dans la demande que nous formons 
d'avoir la représentation basée sur la population; le refus est aggressif 
et met en présence des forces pour toujours hostiles l'une 4 l'autre aprés 
ce refus. En demandant pour nous ume plus forte représentation, nous disons 
au Haut-Canada que ce n’est pas pour l'aussujétir 4 toujours 4 notre pré- 
pondérance, mais que c'est au contraire en vue de nous séparer au plus vite, 
aprés que nous aurons comsacré ce principe d'équité, que dans les deux 
provinces et pour toujours, chaque question politique sera débattue avec une 
eantiére liberté pour tout le monde, mais qu’au jour fixé pour sa décision, la 
majorité vraie fera la loi. L'égalité exigée aujourd'hui pour minorité, est 
une déclaration que parceque l'acte d'Union lui a permis de faire la loi a 
ta majorite, elle veut que cette injustice soit perpétuée, que l'acte 
d'Union soit prolongé aussi longtems qu’ils sera nécessaire, pour que 
la majorité.soit pillée. Je demande justice aujourd'hui. Je dis que 
quand le Haut-Canada sera majorité hors de l'assemblée, il aura le 
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droit de l'@tre aussi dans l'assemblée que nous devons la lui accorder, 
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et que si nous suivons les conseils injustes du procureur général qui 
n'hésite pas a les donner parcequ'il sait qu'il ne sera pas appellé 4 
les tenir, parcequ’il sait que nous serons hors de cette Chambre avant 
que cette province ait perdu sa majorité,--l'Angleterre qui a commis 
l'injustice contre nous, ne la laissera pas commettre 4 nos successeurs, 
contre les sujets de sa prédilection et de ses préférences partiales. 
Hatons-nous de consacrer un principe qui nous servira 4 tous deux aprés 
cette séparation qui ne tardera guére a @tre demandée de toutes parts. 

Quand 4 1'’hon. membre (Macnab) qui a parlé avec amertume de la 
nomination d'un homme convaincu, dit-il, du crime de haute trahison, 
c'est l'expression injuste d'un vieux ressentiment qu'il n'a plus le 
droit de nourrir. Le capitaine Morin est un homme qui, par sa conduite 
personnelle et par ses liaisons de famille, a joui de tout tems et a 
juste titre de l'estime de ses concitoyens; qui, depuis sa jeunesse par 
une bonne éducation nautique, s'est qualifié 4 bien remplir les devoirs 
de la charge qui lui a @ét@é donnée. Ni lui, ni. personne autre dans le 
Bas-Canada n'a été convaincu de haute-trahison. Personne n'est coupable, 
qui ici n'a pas été convaincu par le verdict d'un juré, conformément aux 
lois de son pays. Des vengeances excessives, que déplorent aujourd'hui, 
je n'en doute point, plusieurs de ceux qui les ont commisses; telles qu'a 
toutes les @poques de troubles, elles se reproduisent malheureusement, ont 
été exercées. Ces excés ont été tels, qu'il a fallu que les victimes ne 
demandassent pas réparation contre les auteurs de leurs souffrances, un 
acte d'indemnité en faveur du parti le plus fort. Aujourd'hui um acte 
analogue est offert au parti qui succomba. Un acte d'amnistie est aussi 
un acte d'oubli. Ce serait tendre un piége a des exilés, que de leur 
permettre le retour dans la patrie. pour y soulever contre eux de mauvaises 
passions, pour les assaillir de reproches. Plus un sujet se pique de haute 
loyauté, mieux il doit entrer dans les intentions de sa souveraine qui a 
voulu gracieusement proclamer une amnistie générale. Des reproches amers 
contre un autre individu qui a aussi été nommé par l'hon. membre, cadrent 
d'autant plus mal, qu'il sait que ces mémes accusations de meurtre, 
d'incendie, de vol, portées par le gouverneur du Haut-Canada mal instruit 
et mal conseillé pour demander 1l'extradition de M. McKenzie, ont été 
rationnellement réfutées par le gouverneur de New-York, n'ont fait qu'exposer 
sir Francis Bond Head 4 la confusion d'avoir formé une demande insolente 
et illégale qui fut repoussée avec dédain. Quelle observation lui fut 
faite que dans une prise d’armes, des faits tels que ceux qu'il signalait, 
étaient des malheurs secondaires, découlant presqu'inévitablement des causes 
qui avaient fait naitre le soulévement. J'eus le plaisir de me mettre en 
rapport avec des jurisconsultes éminens, dont les opinions devaient 
facilement pénétrer chez le gouverneur, si capable d’ailleurs par lui- 
méme de trouver la solution convenable 4 la demande inique faite au nom 
du gouvernement anglais et d'aider 4 recueillir les autorités tirées du 
droit public de toute la chrétienté, du droit des gens tel que consacré 
dans les temps modernes, qui prouvaient l'ignorance et l'arrogance de 
celui qui avait pu formuler les accusations portées contre M. McKenzie, 
et la prétention en conséquence de se le faire livrer. 

Par un vote unanime, cette Chambre a justement complimenté l1'hon. membre 
pour la maniére dont il avait rempli envers elle les devoirs attachés 4 
la charge importante de présider 4 ses délibérations, C'était reconnaitre 
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qu'il avait fait d'yne maniégre honorable pour elle et pour lui; qu'il s'y 
était distingué par de profondes connaissances parlementaires, par de la 
dignité unie 4 de l'urbanité et par son impartialité, Chaque jour nous 
voyons ces différents genres de mérite, briller en lui avec @éclat, quand 
il prend part a la discussion. Sa sortie contre un homme 4 qui le droit 
de revenir au pays va @tre restitué, et qui dés lors doit y trouver 
la.protection des lois contre l'insulte de la part de qui que ce 

soit, est un oubli momentané de ce qu'il y a habituellement de courtoisie, 
d'esprit de justice et de bonté dans toute la conduite, dans tous les 
discours de l'hon. membre. 358 


MR. RICHARDS said, before the debate closes, I wish to say a few words. 

The hon. gentleman has assumed to himself all the honesty of the House, 

for he says that no honest man could hold office under the Union Act, and 
under that ban must of course be included, not only the present Ministry, 
but the last. He has also shown that he considers himself entitled to all 
the patriotism of the House, though I presume there are many other hon. 
members who suppose themselves as much interested in their native or 
adopted country as that hon. member. For my own part, I will not willingly 
yield to him in one iota. His friends are willing to ascribe to him all 
the talent of the country. Well, of that Mr. Speaker, we ourselves have 
had a pretty good opportunity of judging, during the last three evenings. 
But I do say that it is expecting us to submit to too much, if the hon. 
gentleman supposes he is to school us as he has done, three hours the 
night before last two hours last night, and three hours tonight, on 
questions upon which we must be supposed to know quite as much as 
imself-—on questions with which the honorable ((member)) himself says 

that the school children of the United States are thoroughly acquainted. 

I do think we should ill discharge our duties if we did not protest 

against this taking up of the public time absolutely about nothing. 

Suppose a constitution framed with all the improvement talked of by the 
honorable member-—-made indeed by himself--suppose it ((was))stuffed with 
every notion and chimera that could be born of the brain of the most 
visionary constitution makers, what I ask would be the object--what more 
can be attained than the making of good laws for the Government of the 
people? Now, if he has any idea which he can mature into good laws let 
him bring them forward, and see if we will not carry them. If we are 

sent here it is to carry measures that will tend to the good of our 
constituents; let not our time and time of the country be taken up in 

these unprofitable dissertions. I am not disposed to justify the 
proceedings before the Union Act either in Upper or Lower Canada; but the 
Union is now a fact. If we are to disown it-—-if we to attest that it is 

a fraud upon our rights, and then we will do nothing under it--then I 

ask the hon. gentleman why he pocketed 24,500 given him by this illegal 
authority. I do hope that for the future we may be able to go om to enact 
what may be good for the country, and that having listened patiently to the 
lessons of the hon. gentleman, will give us so much credit for having 4 359 
lively recollection of them, as will prevent him from recurring to them.~~ 


Loud cries of question. 209 
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(24) 
And the Questton betng put on the Amendment; the House divided; and 
the names betng called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


YEAS 
Messteurs Boulton of NORFOLK, Christie, Laurin, and Papineau.--(4.) 
NAYS. 


Messteurs Armstrong, Badgley, 


MR. BADGLEY remarked, while voting, that he could not support the 
amendment, although he was in favor of the principle, from the form in 
which it was drawn. 


(24) 

Attorney General Baldwin, Beaubten, Bell, Soltettor General Blake, 
Bouthtliter, Brooks, Cameron of KENT, Cartier, Cauchon, Cayley, Crysler, 
Davignon, Soltertor General Drummond, Dumas, Egan, Flint, Fortter, 
Fournter, Fourquin, Gugy, Guillet, Hincks, Holmes, Jobin, Johnson, 
Attorney General LaFontatne, Laterrtére, Macdonald of GLENGARRY, Macdonald 
of KINGSTON, Str_Allan N. MacNab, Marquis, M'Connell, M'Farland, M'Lean, 
Merritt, Méthot, Mongenats, Morrtson, Nelson, Notman, Polette, Price, 
Richards, Sauvageau, Seott of BYTOWN, Scott of TWO MOUNTAINS, Seymour, 
Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Sherwood of TORONTO, Smtth of DURHAM, Smith of 
FRONTENAC, Smith of WENTWORTH, Stevenson, Taché, Thompson, Viger, Watts, 
Wetenhall, and Wt?son.--(61.) 

So tt passed in the Negative. 

Then the matn Question betng put; the House dtvtded; and the names 
betng called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


YEAS. 

Messteurs Armstrong, Attorney General Baldwin, Beaubten, Bell, Soltettor 
General Blake, Boulton of NORFOLK, Bouthillter, Cameron of KENT, Cartter, 
Cauchon, Davignon, Soltettor General Drummond, Dumas, Egan, Flint, Fortter, 
Fournter, Fourquin, Gutllet, Hineks, Holmes, Jobin, Johnson, Attorney 
General LaFontatne, Laterriére, Laurin, Macdonald of GLENGARRY, Marguts, 
M'Fartland, Merritt, Méthot, Mongenats, Morrison, Nelson, Notman, Polette, 
Price, Richards, Sauvageau, Scott of BYTOWN, Scott. of TWO. MOUNTAINS, Smith 
of DURHAM, Smith of WENTWORTH, Taché, Thompson, Viger, Watts, and 
Wetenhall. ee (48, ) 











NAYS. 

Messteurs Badgley, Brooks, Cayley, Christie, Crysler, Gugy, Macdonald 
of KINGSTON, Str_Allan N. MacNab, M'Connell, M'Lean, Papineau, Prince, 
Seymour, Sherwood.of BROCKVILLE, Sherwood of TORONTO, Smtth of FRONTENAC, 
Stevenson and Wtlson.--(18.) 

So tt was carrted in the Afftrmattve. 


Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, to thank His Excellency for hts graetous Speech from the 
Throne at the opening of the present Sesston of the Provincial 
Parltament: 
To assure Hts Excellency that thts House cordially concurs tn the sat- 
tsfactton expressed by Hts Excellency, that uninterrupted tranquillity has 
prevatled tn the Provinee during the Recess: 
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That the proofs whitch the people of Canada have furntshed during this 
pertod of general excttement and disqutetude, of their love of order, and 
of the attacnment they bear to thetr instttuttons will, they feel assured, 
tend to establish the credit of the Province on a firmer basis, and to 
promote tts prosperity: 

That they learn with the greatest satisfaction that it ts the purpose 
of thetr beloved Sovereign to exercise the prerogative of Mercy in favor of 
all persons who are still liable to penal consequences for political offences 
arising our of the unfortunate occurrences of 1837 and 1838, and to assure 
Hts Excelleney that they will with humble gratttude concur in passing any 
Act that may be proposed to gtve full effeet to thts Her Majesty's most 
gractous tntentton: 

That tt affords thts House much pleasure to learn, that tn compliance 
with the destre of the Legislature of this Province, expressed tn a joint 
Address of the two Houses of the Provinctal Parltament, the Impertal 
Parltament has passed an Act repealing the Clause in the Unton Act whteh 
imposed restrictions on the use of the French Language: 

That this House leams with pleasure, that His Excellency has during 
the Recess been tn commmticattion wttn Her Majesty's Prinetpal Seeretary 
of State for the Colontes, and wtth the Lteutenant Governors of Nova 
Seotta and New Brunswick, on the subject of the Provinetal Post Offtee, 
and that on the meeting of the Impertal Parltament steps wtll be taken 
for conferring on the Provinetal Authortttes the enttre control and 
management of tuts Department; and they trust that when the arrangements 
for effecting thts object shall have been completed, tt may be found 
practicable to establish a low and untform Rate of Postage for the 
British North Amertean Provinces: 
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That they concur with Hts Excellency tn the beltef that an tnerease 
tn the Representation would be attended with constderable advantage to 
the publtc tnterest, and to assure Hts Excellency, that the subject, 
whitch ts one of no ordinary wunmportance, wtll not fatl to recetve thetr 
best constderatton: 

That they cordtally concur im the grattficatton expressed by His 
Excellency, at the opposttton mantfested at one time tn certain parts 
of Lower Canada, to the School Act, having tn a great measure substded; 
and that they will readtly consent to make such alterations tin tt, as 
shall render tt as little as posstible onerous to the Rate-payer, without, 
however, compromising the unportant princtple which tt has consecrated, 
im securtng for all the youth of thts section of the Province, the bless- 
tng of Educatton: 

That the system of Judicature tn both sections of the Province—the 
laws for the regulation of Mntctpaltttes, and the Constitution of the 
Untverstty of King's College, shall recetve thetr best attention: 

That they learn with great satisfaction that the Officers employed 
in exploring the Country between Quebec and Haltfax, with the view of 
discovering the best line for a Ratlway to connect these two points, 
have presented a Report contatning much valuable information, and 
setting forth tn a strong light the advantages of the proposed under- 
taking; and that a Despaten from the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
has been recetved by Hts Excellency, expressive of the tnterest taken by 
Her Majesty's Government in the execution of thts great work: 
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That they wtll gtve thetr best constderation to the Accounts for the 
past, and the Estimates for the present year, when they shall be submttted 
by Hts Excellency; and they beg to assure Hts Excellency, that he may rely 
on thetr readiness to grant the Suppltes whtch are necessary for the 
Publte Service: 

That thts House parttctpates tn the concern expressed by. Hts Excellency, 
that Canada had been sertously affected by the Commerctal depresston by 
whteh the past year has been unfortunately charactertsed: 

That they feel grateful to Hts Excellency for having tmpressed on Her 
Majesty's Mintsters the urgent necesstty whtch extsts for the removal of 
such provistons from the Impertal Statute Book as may tend to restrict the 
Commerce of this Province, by checking the resort of foretgn Shtpping to 
tts Ports tn search of fretght; and that they recetve wtth the htghest 
sattsfaction the informatton that Hts Excellency's representations on 
thts head have been cordtally responded to by the Queen's Government: 

That among the measures to whitch Hts Excellency has been pleased to 
refer, as mertting the attention of the Provinetal Parliament at the present 
time, as betng calculated to ratse the credit of the Provitnee, to extend 
tts trade, and to contribute to the developement of tts resources, this 
House ts gratifted at finding that Hts Excellency has particularly dtrected 
thetr attention to the following as spectally important: 

The provtston of such funds as may be requtred for the completton of 
the St. Lawrence Canals, tn the earliest pertod. With respect to whitch 
great works, they are happy to learn that tt ts belteved, that they may 
be so far perfected at a small addtttonal expense as to permit Vessels 
drawing nine feet on the outward, and etght feet on the tnward voyage, 
to pass from Lake Erte to the Ocean, soon after the opening of the 
navigation; and that when thts object shall be accomplished, Canada wtll 
possess an Inland Navtgatton unparalleled tn capactty and length, and con- 
necting the marts of a Commerce to the growth of whtch tt ts tmposstble 
to assign limits: 

The enactment of a Law authortztng the altenation of works of a purely 
loeal character whteh have been executed at the cost of the Provinee, and 
gtving the Government such powers as may be necessary for the re-organtzation 
of the Provtnetal Debt, and creatton of an efftctent Stnking Fund. That 
tt ts grattfying to feel that thts debt has not been contracted tn the 
prosecutton of costly wars, whether of defence or aggresston, but tn the 
construction of works of uttlity, the more tmportant of whteh can hardly 
fatl, when completed, to prove remunerative; and further, that the extst- 
ence of a large revenue, dertved from Customs, places the creditor of the 
Canadtan Publte tn a very advantageous posttion, whitch will be tmproved 
when the prinetple of a Sinking Fund ts brought tnto acttve operatton: 

The amendment of the extsting Immtgratton Act, with a view to the 
removal of such provtstons as tend to prevent Immtgrants who propose to 
settle tn Canada, or the Western States of the Unton, from proceeding to 
thetr destination by the route of St. Lawrence. With respect to whtch 
important subject thts House fully concurs with Hts Excellency, that the 
Passenger Trade ts an important branch of the trade tmiards, whtch cannot 
be discouraged wtthout prejudice to the trade outwards, and thanks Hts 
Excellency for the assurance that he will not fatl to make every exertion 
which the interests of the publte health will permit, to reduce the 
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expenditure of the Immigration Department to the seale of the years pre- 
ceding 1849, when a passenger tax, constderably less onerous than that 
now Teuted, with the oecastonal addtttonal of a small grant from the 
Publte Treasury, sufftced to cover tt: 

That thts House recetves wtth pecultar grattfteatton the recommenda- 
tion of Hts Excellency to constder the expedtency of setting apart a 
portion of the Publie Domain, tn order that the revenue derived from the 
sales thereof, may form a Fund, the tnterest of whtch shall be applied 
to the support of Common Schools; and to assure Hts Excellency that the 
subject will recetve their best attentton, as well as the tmportant 
suggestion of Hts Excellency to tnvest the Capttal artstng from this 
source, etther tn the Stocks of the Province or in those of some of 
the prtnctpal Ratlways, the constructton of whtch has been sancttoned 
by Parltament: 

That thts House feels grateful to Hts Excellency for the assurance 


- 


that tn maturing these and all -kindred measures whtch have the promotion 
of the maral and economical well-being of the people of thts umportant 
Province for thetr object, they wtll ever } find Hts zxcellency willing 
and destrous to co-operate with them: 

That they fully concur with Hts Excellency that tn the possesston of 
a Revenue dertved from so many tndependent scurees, and exempt from 
numerous charges that weigh heavily om the resources of other Commmtties, 
Canada enjoys great and singular advantages; and they cordially untte wtth 
His Excellency tn the hope that, under God's blessing, vk tslatton may 


be so directed as to enable her to reap the full benefit of them. 
Committee to Resolved, That the satd Resolution be referred to 
draw up Ad- a Seleet Committee composed of the Honorable 
adress. Mr, Attorney General Baldwin, Mr. Dumas, 


Mr. Wetenhall, Mr, Soltettor General Dranmnond, 
Mr, Soltettor General Blake, and Mr. M'Farland, — repare and report the 
draught of an Address 1n answer to the Speech of F Excellency the 
Governor General to both Houses of the Legislature, tn conformity to the 
satd Resolution. 


D 
“ 

a 
Ls 


Address The Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin 
reported. reported from the Select Committee appotnted to draw 


up an Address to His Excellency the Governor General, 
that they had draum up an Address accordingly; and the same was read, as 
followeth:-- 
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To Hits Excellency the Right Honorable James, Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, 
Knight of the Most Anetent and Most Noble Order of the Thistle, Governor 
General of British North Amertca, and Captain General and Governor tn 
Chr tel tn the over the Provinces of Canada, Nova oe New Brunswick, 


and the Island of Prince Edvard, and Vice-Aamtral of the same, ac. ac. de. 


May tt please Your Exe vellency, 

We, Her Majesty’ s dutiful and loyal Subjects, the Commons of Canada 
tn Provinetal Farltament pee inom bly thank Your Excellency for your 
gracious Speech from the Throne, at the commencement of the present Session. 

We beg to assure Your Excellency that this House cordtally concurs in 
the satisfaction expressed by Your Excellency, that untnterrupted tran- 
guillity had prevatled in the Province during the Recess. 
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The proofs whteh the people of Canada have furnished during thts pertod 
of general exettement and dtsqutetude, of thetr.love of order, and of the 
attachment they bear to thetr instttuttons wtll, we feel assured, tend 
to establish the credit of the Province on a ftrmer basts and promote 
tts prospertty. 

We learn with the greatest satisfaction that tt ts the purpose of our 
beloved Soveretgn to exerctse the prerogative of Mercy tn favor of all 
persons who are sttll liable to penal consequences for political offences 
artsing out of the unfortunate occurences of 1837 and 1838, and assure 
Your Excellency that we will with humble gratttude coneur tn passtng any 
Act whtch may be proposed to give full effect to thts Her Majesty's most 
gractous tntentton. 

It affords thts House much pleasure to learn, that tn compliance wtth 
the destre of the Legtslature two Houses of the Provinetal Parltament, 
the Impertal Parltament has passed an Act repealing the Clause tn the 
Unton Act whieh tmposed, restrtetions on the use of the French Language. 

We learn wtth pleasure, that Your Excellency has during the Recess 
been in commmtcation wtth Her Majesty's Prinetpal Secretary of State for 
the Colontes, and with the Lteutenant-Governors of Nova Seotta and New 
Brunswick, on the subject of the Provinetal Post Offtce, and that on the 
the meeting of the Impertal Parliament steps wtll be taken for conferring 
on the Provinetal Authorittes the enttre control and management of thts 
Department; and they trust that when the arrangements for effecting thts 
object shall have been completed, tt may be found practtcable to establish 
a low and untform Rate of Postage for the Brittsh North Amertcan Provinces. 

We coneur with Your Excellency tn the beltef that an tnerease tn the 
Representation would be attended wtth considerable advantage to the publte 
interest, and we assure Your Excellency, that the subject, whitch ts one 
of no ordinary tmportance, wtll not fatl to recetve our best constderatton. 

We cordtally coneur in the grattftecatton expressed by Your Excellency, 
at the opposttion mantfested at one ttme tn certatn parts of Lower Canada, 
to the School Act, having tn a great measure substded; and we will 
readtly consent to make such alterattons in tt, as shall render tt as 
ltttle as posstble onerous to the Rate-payer, without, however, compromis- 
ing the tmportant princtple whtch it has consecrated, in securing for 
all the youth of thts section of the Province, the blessing of Educatton. 

The system of Judicature in both secttons of the Province--the Laws 
for the regulatton of Mntectpaltttes, and the Constttutton of the 
Untverstty of King's College, shall recetve our best attention. 

We learn with great satisfaction that the Offtcers employed tn 
exploring the Country between Quebec and_Haltfax, with the vtew of dis- 
covering the best line for a Ratlway to connect these two potnts, have 
presented a Report contatning much valuable tnformatton, and setting 
forth in a strong ltght the advantages of the proposed undertaking; and 
that a Despateh from the Secretary of State for the Colontes has been 
recetved by Your Excellency, expressive of the tnterest taken by Her 
Majesty's Government tn the executton of thts great work. 

We wtll give our best constderatton to the Accounts for the past, and 
the Estimates for the present year, when they shall be submitted by Your 
Excellency; and we beg to assure Your Excellency, that you may rely on 
our readiness to grant the Suppltes which are necessary for the Publte 
Service. 
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Thts House parttctpates in the concern expressed by Your Excellency, 
that Canada has been sertously affected by the Commercial depresston by 
which the past year has been unfortunately characterised. 

We feel grateful to Your Excellency for having tmpressed on Her Majesty's 
Ministers the urgent necessity whtch extsts for the removal of such pro- 
vtstons for the Impertal Statute Book as may tend to restrict the Commerce 
of this Province, by checking the resort of foretgn Shtpping to tts Ports 
tn search of freight; and we recetve wtth the highest sattsfaction the 
information that Your Excellency * s PEPER Sen ELoHs on thts head have been 
cordially responded to by the Queen's Govermment, 

Among the measures to whtch Your Excellency has been pleased to refer, 
as mertting the attentton of the Provinetal Parltamnent at the present time, 
as betng calculated to ratse the credtt of the Province, to extend tts 
trade, and to contrtbute to the developement of tts resources, thts House 
ts gratified at finding that Your Fzecellency has partteularly dtrected 
thetr attention to the following as spectally tmportant. 

The proviston of such funds as may be requtred for the completion of 
the St. Lawrence Canals, at the earltest pert rzod. Wita respect to which 
great works, they are happy to learn that it ts belteved, that they may 
be so far perfected at small addtttonal expense as to permit Vessels 
drawing nine feet on the outward, and etght feet on the tnward voyage, 
to pass from Lake Erte to the Ocean, soon after the opentng of the 
navigation; when thts objeet shall be aecomp lt shed, Canada wtll possess 
an Inland Navigation unparalleled tn eapaetty and length, and connecting 
the marts of a Commerce to the growth of whtch tt ts unposstble to asstgn 

TNttS 

The enactment of a Law authorizing the altenatton of works of a purely 
local character which have been executed at the cost of oe ee 
and giving the Govermment such powers as may be necessary for the re- 
organtzatton of the Provinetal Debt, and the creatton of an effictent 
Sinking Fund. It ts grattfying to feel that this debt has not been con- 
tracted in the prosecutton of costly wars , whether of defence or pereeseton, 
but tn the construction of works of uttlity, the more tmportant of wht 
can hardly fatl, when completed, to prove remmerative; and further, that 
the extstence of a large revenue, dertved from Customs, places the creditor 
of the Canadian Public in a very advantageous posttton, whitch wtll be 
improved when the pritnetple of a Stnking Fund ts brought into active 
operation. 

The amendment of the extsting Imntgratton Act, wtth a vtew to the 
removal of such provtstons as tend to prevent Immigrants who propose to 
settle tn Canada, or the Western States of the Unton, from proceeding 
to thetr destination by the route of the_St. Lawrence. With respect to 
whtch important subject this House fully coneurs wtth Your Excellency, 
that the Passenger Trade ts am tmportant branch of the trade trwards, 

(27) 
whtch cannot be discouraged without prejudice to the trade outwards, and 
they thank Your Excellency for the assurance that you will not fatl to 
make every exertion wititen the tirterests af the public health will permet, 


to reduce the expenditure of the Immtgratton Department to the scale of 
the years preceding 1847, when a SR eee tax, constderably less onerous 
t} that now levted, wtth oecastanal addttton of a small grant from the 


Publie Treasury, suffteed to cover tt. 
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This House recetves wtth pecultar grattfteatton the recommendatton 
of Your Excellency to constder the expediency of setting apart a portton 
of the Publte Domain, tn order that the revenue dertved from the sales 
thereof, may form a Fund, the tnterest of whtch shall be applted to the 
support of Common Sehools; and we assure Your Excellency that the subject 
will recetve our best attention, as well as the important suggestion of 
Your Excellency to tnvest the Capttal arising from thts source, etther 
tn the Stocks of the Province or tn those of some of the prtnetpal 
Ratlways, the constructton of whtch has been sancttoned by Parltament. 

Thts House feels grateful to Your Excellency for the assurance that 
tn maturing these and all kindred measures whitch have the promotion of 
the moral and economtcal well-betng of the people of thts tmportant 
Provinee for thetr object, they wtll ever find Your Excellency wtlling 
and destrous to co-operate with them. 

And they fully concur with Your Excellency that Canada, tn the 
possesston of a Revenue dertved from so many independent sources, and 
exempt from numerous charges that wetgh heavily on the resources of 
other Commmtttes, enjoys great and stngular advantages; and they 
cordtally untte with Your Excellency in the hope that, under God's 
blessing, Legtslatton may be so directed as to enable her to reap the 
full benefit of them. 

The satd Address betng read a second time, was agreed to. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be engrossed. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excellency the Governor 
General by the whole House. 


Ordered, That such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the 
Executive Counetl of thts Provinee, do watt upon Hts Excellency's 
the Governor General to know Hts Excellency's pleasure when he wtll 


be attended by thts House with tts Address. 


Hts Excellency The Honorable Mr, Attorney General Baldwin, one 
appotnts to be of Her Majesty's Executive Counetl, rose in hts place, 
attended. and acquainted Mr. Speaker and the House, that His 


Excellency's Speech at the opening of the present 
Sesston, to-morrow, at one o'clock, P. M., at the Government House. 


Adjournment. Ordered, That when thts House doth adjourn, tt wtll 
adjourn unttl to-morrow at half-past twelve 
o'eloeck, P.M. 


Orders deferred. Ordered, That the rematntng Orders of the day be 
postponed unttl to-morrow. 
Then, on motton of the Honorable Mr, Attorney General Baldwin, seconded 
by Mr, M'Fartland, 
The House adjourned. 








APPENDIX, 24 JANUARY 1849. 
((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: LIBRARY COMMITTEE,)) 362 


SIR A. MACNAB gave notice of a motion for the appointment of a 
Library Committee, 263 


((NOTICE OF ADDRESS RE: REPRESENTATION OF PROVINCE.) ) 264 


MR. H. BOULTON gave notice of his intention to move, this day, an 
Address to His Excellency, for the production of information relative to 
the Representation of the Province, and the number of electors,365 


((DISCUSSION RE: PRESENTING OF PETITION.) )2°° 


A considerable number of petitions presented: one from Rimouski, for 
the establishment of a jail, signed by about 30 persons; all same hand- 
writing. 367 


A question arose as to whether, under such circumstances, it could 
be received, 368 

a ceeiveds 

MR. J. S. MACDONALD called the attention of the Speaker to the fact 
of hon. members breaking the rules of the House, as respects the bringing 
up petitions after the proper time,3/0 


SIR A. MACNAB also alluded to the same point, and it was allowed that 
such Petitions should be received to-day, but a strict observance of the 
rules in future.3/71 


((WITHDRAWN MOTION RE: REFERRING PETITION ABOUT GORE BANK TO 
SELECT COMMITTEE, )) 3/72 


((There was)) some discussion relative to the reference of petitions 
to Select Committees, and on the practice of the House on the subject. 3/3 


MR. WETENHALL presented a Petition from the Stockholders of the Gore 
Bank, for permission to reduct the Capital of the Bank from £100,000 to 
80,000, to enable them to_pay off a debt, and for permission to increase 
the Capital to £200,000.°/ 


MR. THOMPSON moved that the petition ... be referred to a Select 
Committee. 3/5 


MR. SHERWOOD objected to the Petition being received in the usual way, 
and suggested its being referred to the Committee on Private Bills. ‘ 7 
((He)) considered the request of the Bank most absurd and unprecedented. 3// 


MR. WETENHALL was willing to withdraw the Petition, and refer it as 
proposed. 


MR. HOLMES said there was nothing extraordinary in this manner of 
bringing forward the Petition to reduce their Capital, and, at the same 
time, to ask permission to increase it at a future time. Fresh Stockholders 
might be ready to come forward. °?/ 


The motion was ultimately withdrawn. 2°9 


FOOTNOTES: 24 JANUARY 1849. 
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PILOT, 26 January 1849. 

TBiD. 

PB ED 

According to MONTREAL GAZETTE, 26 January 1849, Papineau moved this 
amendment "without remarks." 

The debate on this motion was reported by: L'AVENIR, 3 February 1849; 
L'AVENIR, 7, 10, February 1849, for Papineau's speech; BROCKVILLE 
RECORDER, 1 February 1849; LA MINERVE, 25, 29 January 1849, and 

8 February 1849; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 26 January 1849; GLOBE, 31 January 
1849; LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 29 January, 15 February 1849; MONTREAL 
GAZETTE, 26 January 1849, and HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 3 February 1849, 

in identical accounts; PILOT, 26 January 1849, GLOBE, 31 January 1849, 
BRITISH COLONIST, 2 February 1849, and PROVINCIALIST, 5 February 1849, 
in identical accounts, except that in GLOBE, the accounts of speeches 
are shorter, and some speeches are missing in BRISISH COLONIST, the 
accounts of speeches are shorter and certain parts are different, and 
in PROVINCIALIST, some speeches are missing; MORNING CHRONICLE, 

26 January 1849, BRITISH COLONIST, 26 January 1849, HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 
27 January 1849, which acknowledged BRITISH COLONIST, 26 January 13849, 
as its source, GLOBE, 27 January 1849, PROVINCIALIST, 29 January 1849, 
ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 1 February 1849, and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 

2 February 1849, in identical accounts, Commentaries appeared 

in PILOT, 26 January 1849, MONTREAL GAZETTE, 26 January 1849, LE 
JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 27 January 1849, and GLOBE, 27 January 1849. 
Whenever selections are taken from the identical accounts in MONTREAL 
GAZETTE, 26 January 1849, and HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 3 February 1849, 

the latter will be reproduced as it is much more legible. For the 
Same reason, LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 15 February 1849, will be used 
for Cauchon's long speech rather than LA MINERVE, 7, 8 February 1849. 
PILOT, 26 January 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 3 February 1849, 

PILOT, 26 January 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 3 February 1849. 

PILOT, #26 January._1649. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 3 February 1849. 

PILOT, 26 January 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 3 February 1849. 

PILOT, 26 January 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 3 February 1849, 

PILOT, 26 January 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 3 February 1849. 

PILOT, 26 January 1849, 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 3 February 1849, 

PILOT, 26 January 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 3 February 1849. 

PILOT, 26 January 1349. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 3 February 1849, 

PILOT, 26 January 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 3 February 1849, 


26. 
Bie 
28. 
pas 
30. 
31. 
Bae 
336 
34, 
56 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44, 
456 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 


51. 
2x 
53. 
54. 
556 
56. 
ad 6 
58. 
39. 
60. 
61. 
62. 
63. 
64. 
65. 
66. 
67. 
68. 
69. 
70. 
I 
ies 
736 


243 


PILOT, 26 January 1849, 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 3 February 
L'AVENIR, 3 February 1849, 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 3 February 
PILOT, 26 January 1849, 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 3 February 
PILOT, 26 January 1849. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 3 February 
PILOT, 26 January 1849. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 3 February 
PILOT, 26 January 1849. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 3 February 
PILOT, 26 January 1849. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 3 February 
PILOT, 26 January 1849. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 3 February 
PILOT, 26 January 1849, 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 3 February 
PILOT, 26 January 1849. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 3 February 
PILOT, 26 January 1849. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 3 February 
PILOT, 26 January 1849. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 3 February 
PILOT, 26 January 1849, 


1849. 


1849, 


states that "not any” of the present 
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THURSDAY, 25 JANUARY 1849, 


(27) 
The House AT the hour appotnted, Mr. Speaker and the 
attend His House attended upon His Excelleney the Governor 
Excellency General, wtth the Address of the House. 
with thetr And betng returned; 
Address. Mr. Speaker reported, that the House had attend- 


ed upon Hts Excellency wtth thetr Address in answer 
to the Speech of Hts Excellency to both Houses of the Legtslature, to 
whitch His Excellency was pleased to make the following Answer: 


Hts Excellency's Gentlemen of the Legtslative Assembly, 
Answer. I thank you for your Address, and I assure you 


of my entire reltance upon your wtsdom and prudence 
to asstst me tn whatever may tend to augment the prospertty of the people 
of Canada. 


Stormont Mr, Jobin, Chatrman of the Select Commtttee 
Electton. appointed to try the merits of the Petttton complatin- 


tng of an undue Electton and Return for the County 
of Stormont, reported, That the Committee met thts morning, at ten o'clock, 
but were unable to proceed to business in consequence of the absence of 
Mr. Bell, Mr. Hall, and the Honorable Mr. Boulton. 


Ordered, That Mr. Bell, Mr. Hall, and the Honorable Mr. Boulton, do severally 
attend in thetr places, tn thts House, to-morrow, 


Petittons The following Pettttons were severally brought 
brought up. up, and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr, Scott of Two Mountatns,--The Petitton of the 
Reverend_P. J. Crevier and others, of the Partsh of St. Augustin; the 
Petttton of H. M. LeMatre and others, of the Parish of St. Benott, County 
of Iwo Mountains; the Petttton of the Reverend H. Moreau and others, of 
the Partsh of St. Eustache, County of Two Mountains; and the Petition of 
the Reverend_F. Bonin and others, of the Partsh of Ste. Scholastique. 

By Mr. Johnson,--The Petttton of Alexander Parker and others, of 
Caledonta and other Townships in the District of Ottawa. 

By Mr. Marquts,--The Petttton of the Corporation of the College Ste. 
Anne Lapocattére. 

By the Honorable Mr. Cameron, of Kent,--The Petttton of James F. Fatr, 
and others, of the untted Townships of Dalhouste and Levant; and the Pett- 

N. L. Freeman and others, of the Western District. 

By Mr, M'Farland,--The Petition of the Muntetpal Council of the District 
of Niagara, (Ale houses); and the Petition of John Clark, Esquire, President, 
on behalf of the Ntagara Dtstrtet Argicultural Soctety. 

By Mr. _Thompson,--The Petitton of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District 
of Niagara, (reconstruction of General Brock's Monument); the Petttton of 
John Tucker Willtams, Esqutre, of the Township of Hope, District of New- 
eastle; and the Petition of the Muntctpal Counctl of the District of 
Niagara (Assessment). 

By Mr. Sauvageau,--The Petition of Pierre D, Hébert and others, of 
St. Cyprten, Distrtet of Montreal; and the Petttion of Frangots Foucroult 
and others, of the Counttes of Chambly, Rouville, and Huntingdon. 
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By Mr, Fortter,--The Petition of the Reverend M. Duguay and others, 
of Arthabaska, Chester, and Warwick. 

By Mr. Wetenhall,--The Petitton of the Municipal Counetl of the 
District of Wellington (Roads); the Petttton of the Muntetpal Counetl of 
the District of Wellington (Road allowances); the Petttton of Andrew Geddes 


(28) 
and others of the Districts of Wellington and Gore; and the Pettttion of 
John S. M'Collom and others, of the Townshtp of Nelson, District of Gore. 

By Mr, Laurin,--The Petition of Edouard Normand, of the Partsh of Ste. 
Marte Magdeleine du Cap de la Magdeleine, carpenter; and the Petition of 
the Reverend Willtam Dunn and others, of the Townshtp of Frampton. 

By Mr. Méthot,--The Petition of James M'Kenate and others, Merchants, 
Pee and others interested in the trade of Ship-butlding at Quebec. 
By Mr. Watts,--The Petitton of the_Lower Canada Agrtcultural Soctety; 
the Petttton rac G. L. Marler, Esquire, “and others, of the County of Drummond; 
the Petition of _W. C. Baynes, Esquire, of the Township of Kingsey; and the 

Petttton of W. Montgomery, of the Townshtp of Durhan. 

By Mr. Stevenson,--The Petttton of Thomas Bowerman and others, of the 
Tounshtps of Sophtasburg and_Hallowell, District of Prince Edward. 

By Mr, Holmes ,--The Petttton of the Canada Baptist Unton m (King's College); 
and the Petition of the Canada Baptist Union (Clergy Reserves). 

By Mr. Notman,--The Petttton of the Warden of the District of London. 

By Mr, Eee of Bytown,--The Petttton of J. Scott, Esquire, M. P. P., 
and others, of the District of Ottawa; and the Petition of the Ststers of 
Charity of the General Hospttal_Bytouwn. 

By the Honorable Mr. Macdonald, --The Petttton of the Corporation of 
the City of Kingston, and of dtvers tnhabitants of the satd City. 

By Mr. Taché,--The Petitton of B. H. Charlebots, Esqutre, and others, 
Physicians and Surgeons of Lower Canada. 

By Mr. _Chauveau,--The Petition of Robert Cassels and others of the 
District of Quebec, and others; the Petitton of Joseph Bedard, Esqutre, 
and others, of the Parish of Charlesbourg and other places; the Petition 
of the Reverend Franeots Boucher and others, of the Parish of St. Ambrotse 
and other places; the Petttton of the Reverend B. Payment and others, of 
the Parish of Charlesbourg and other places (Road); the Petition of the 
Muntetpal Counetl, and of divers tnhabttants of St. Ambrotse de la Jeune 
Lorette; the Petition of the Honorable Louts Panet and others, Electors 
and Freeholders of the County of Quebec; the Petttton of John M'Cormick, 
supernumery Tidewatter, of Quebec; the Petition of the Reverend E. Payment 
and others, of the Partsh of Charlesbourg, County of Quebec (Dorchester 
Brtdge); and the Petitton of Thomas W. Lloyd, Prestdent, and others, Offtcers 
and Members of the St. George's Soctety of Quebec, 

By the Honorable Mr, Merritt,--The Petttion of the Grand River Navigation 
Company (tnerease of Capital); the Petition of the Grand River Navigatton 
Company (Loan); the Petttton of the Ntagara Falls cope Bridge Company; 
and the Petition of John Vandal Ham, of the Township of Murray, District 
of Newcastle. 

By Mr. Egan,--The Petition of the Right Reverend the Bishop of Bytown 
(Incorporation of College); the Petttion of the Right Reverend the Bishop 
of Bytoun (Ststers of Chartty); the Petttton of the Right Reverend the 
Bishop of Bytown (atd for College). 
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By Mr, Jobin,--The Petttton of Louts Comte, of the City of Montreal, 
Master Mason and Contractor. 


Pettttons read. Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following 
Petittons were read:-- 

OF Le Ge. Brown, Esqutre, and others, of the. Partshes of Ste. Martine 
and St. Clément, in the County of Beauharnots 5 praying that the privilege 
intended to be petitioned for by _M. A. Primeau and_A. A. Trottter and others, 
of making a Plank Road and erecting a Bridge and collecting tolls thereon 
tn the satd County, may be granted, 

Of the Reverend_E. H. Blyth_and others, of the Partsh of Ste. Martine 
de Beauharnots; praying that the privilege tntended to be petittoned for 
by M. A. Primeau and_A. A, Trottter and others of erecting a Bridge over 
Chateauguay be not granted. 

Of Alexts Rivard and others, of the County of Rimouskt; praying that 
the satd County be set apart as a spearate District, and the District Town 
be sttuated tn the Partsh of St. Germain de Rimouskt,--that a Custom House 
be established for the satd County, wtth the Partsh of St. Germain for a 
sea port, --that a Harbour be constructed for that purpose,--and that the 
price of Crown Lands be reduced, and a Longer term allowed for payment. 

Of James Blackburn and others, of the County of Ottawa; praying that 
measures be adopted to obtain the repeal of the Navtgattion Laws. 

Of Joseph Aumond and others, of the County of Ottawa; representing 
the great injury sustained by the Lumber trade, tn consequence of the 
erectton of certain Toll Bridges at the Sault au Recollet, on the Riviére 
des Prairies, --and praying that the Acts authortztng the erectton of the 
satd Bridges be so anended as to obvtate the evtl. 

Of Charles Symmes and others, of the County of Ottawa; praying for 
certain amendments to the Common School Law. 

Of Janes Wadsworth and others of the County of Ottawa, and others 
residing on the shores of the River Ottawa and its trtbutartes; praying 
to be relieved from the payment of all Duttes on imported Mess Pork 
consumed tn the Lumber Trade. 

Of Frederte Tremblay and others, of the Partsh of Bate St. Paul, County 
of Saguenay ; praying indenmtficatton for loss sustained by them in the 
construction of a Road between the satd Parish and that of St. Joachim. 

Of the Reverend_Frangots Boucher and others, of the Partsh of St. 
Ambroise de la Jeune Lorette, District of Quebec; praying atd to open 
a Road from Lake St. Jean to Chicoutimi or the_Grand Brulé. 

Of Michel Henrtchon and others, of the Céte St. Paul, in the Partsh of 
Montreal; complaining of the danger to and destruction on of property by the 
fires of Steamboats in the Lachine Canal, and praying relief, 

Of Frangots Denault dit Jérémie, of the City of Montreal; praying 
indemtfication for alleged losses on contracts for publte works, or, at 
least compensation for the work performed by him. 

Of Dantel M'Pherson and others, of the Town of Stratford, and other 
places in the eastern section of the District of Huron; praying that that 
section of the said District be set apart and erected into a new District 
to-be-eatled the District of Peel. 

Of the City Counetl of the City of Kingston; praying for certain amend- 
ments to thetr Act of Incorporation, 

Of J. 0. Alfred Turgeon, Esquire, and others, of the Counttes of 
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Terrebonne and Leinster; praying atd to render navigable a certain part 
of the River_Jésus commmtecating between Terrebonne and the River St. 
Lawrence. 

Of A. Rankin, Esquire, and others; praying to be tneorporated as the 
“Huron Copper Bay Bay Company." 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the Municipality of St. Hyactnthe; praying 
for the abolttton of Setgntortal Tenures ,--for the repeal of the Navigation 
Laws,--for atd and encouragement tn the completion of the St. Lawrence 
and Atlantie Ratlroad,--for the indenntfication of the Sufferers by the 
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Troubles of 1837-38,--for the establtshment of Model Farms,--that the 
practice of Ctreutt Courts be made untform,--that the Muntetpal Counctl 
Act be amended,--and that atd be granted to the Seminary of St. Hyactnthe. 

Of E. Coutllard Després, Esqutre, Surveyor; praying indemtfication 
for loss to a certain amount sustained by him in the erection of the Gaol 
and Court House of the County of St. Hyacinthe. 

Of the Munictpal Counctl of the District of Gore; praying that the 
Tounshtps of Seneca and Onetda may be attacked to the County of Wentworth 
for all purposes. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the Dtstrtet of Gore; praying that the 
proposed dtvtston of that District be not made. 

Of the Muntctpal Counetl of the Distrtet of Gore; praying that the 
Muntetpal Counetl Aet be so amended as to enable the several District 
Counetls to remunerate thetr Wardens as they may deem proper. 

Of the Munictpal Counetl of the District of Gore; praytng to be 
authortzed to grant Ltcenses of occupation or conveyances for original 
allowanees for Roads in that Dtstrtct. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the Dtstrtet of Gore; praying that the 
duttes of making out the Assessment Rolls may be placed under the control 
of the Distriet Counecttls. 

Of George Thomson and others, of West Flamborough and other Townshtps, 
tn the District of Gore; complaining of the unequal distances at which 
the Toll Gates on the Macadamized Road through the satd Townshtps are 
placed, and praying reltef. 

Of V. P. W. Dorton and others, members of the "Institut Canadien" of 
Montreal; praytng an Act of Incorporatton, 

Of Dantel M'Callum, of the Setgntory of Foucault, County of Rouvtiie, 
yeoman; praying tndemntftcatton for the loss of hts property destroyed 
by politteal tneendtartes in the year 1839. 

Of M. Townsend and others, the Board of Dtrectors of the Clarenceville 
Academy, County of Rouville; praying an increased atd in support of the 
satd Instttutton. 

Of Alexandre Louis Goutn and others, Muntctpal Counetllors of the 
Muntetpaltty of Yamaska; praying for the abolttton of the Tenures en 
fief and_en censive tn Lower Canada. 











On motton of Mr, Thompson, seconded by Mr._Smith, of Durham, 


Banks and In- Ordered, That the Officers connected with the several 
surance Compantes. Chartered Banks and Insurance Compantes of the 


Province be, respectively, directed to lay before 
thts House, the Statements of the affairs of the satd Banks and Insurance 
Compantes, as requtred by thetr Acts of Incorporatton. 


ya 


On motton of the Honorable Mr. Sherwood, seconded by the Honorable 
Mr. Macdonald, . 


Usury Laws. Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to Hts 
Excellency the Governor General, praying His 

EFxeelleney to cause to be latd before thts House, all Commmtcattons whtch 

have passed between Her Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colontes and 

Hts Excellency, upon the subject of the repeal or modification of the 

Usury Laws, and all other docwnents which may be in the possesston of 

the Government relating thereto. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excellency + 
General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honora 
Executive Counctl of thts Province. 


MR. J. Ao MACDONALD*+ of Kingston, moved, that an address be presented 
His Excellency, praying for a copy of the Presentment of the Grand Jury 
for the Midland District, relative to the conduct of George Brown, one of 
the commissioners appointed for investigating the state of the Provincial 
Penetentiary (sic); and in doing so, he stated that the reason for which 
he desired to have the papers were, that a person of the name of McCarthy, 
had, in giving his evidence upon oath before the commissioners, charged 
a highly respectable gentleman, belonging to Kingston, with a felony or 
misdemeanor, he did not recollect which. Mr. Hopkirk, the gentleman 
accused, immediately upon hearing of the statement of McCarthy, went 
before the grand Jury of the District, the Assizes being then sitting, and 
preferred a charge of wilful perjury against him, The Grand Jury heard 
Mr. Hopkirk, and his witness, and summoned Mr. George Brown, one of the 
Penitentiary Commissioners, and who, as Secretary to the Commission, was 
possessed of the evidence taken before the Commission, Mr, Brown went 
before the Grand Jury, but refused to disclose any evidence given before 
the Commissioners, alleging that it might prove prejudicial to the public 
interests to do so, but stating, that if he was ordered to give his 
evidence by the Judge, he would comply. This stopped all proceedings on 
the part of the Jury, who, however, presented the matter to the Court, 
when the Judge referred the matter to the Crown Officer. Now, he (Mr. McD.) 
wished to get the papers, in order to ascertain the reasons which 
induced Mr. Brown to decline giving his evidence, and also to learn why 
the Crown Officer had not taken any steps in the matter after it was 
referred to him.2 


So 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN said he understood that, when Mr. Brown was before 
the Grand Jury, he stated that he could not give the evidence required, 
because it would be injurious to the public service, This was mentioned 
to Mr. Justice Draper, and if he had ordered the evidence to be given, he 
supposed the witness would have been compelled to give the evidence, But 
the Crown prosecutor did not press the matter, nor did the private 
prosecutor, as he might have done. 


COL. PRINCE hoped that the motion would be persisted in, and character- 
ized the conduct of Mr. Brown as exceedingly improper, and also‘ complained 
that the Crown prosecutor ought to have pressed the Court to order the 
witness to reply. The Crown prosecutor was too young to do the business 
as it ought to be done. The Judge too, ought to have made Mr. Brown give 
evidence.” The apology of the Attorney Generali West was exceedingly lame 
and puerile. 
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MR. H. SMITH said, that what showed the injustice of this case was, 
that a person was accused of perjury before the Grand Jury, and who could 
not be proceeded against on account of this want to evidence, was after- 
wards received as a witness by the Commission, / 


MR. BOULTON did not know anything about the facts of the case, but 
he deprecated anything like an interference with the administration of 
criminal justice.8 That House was not the place to judge the Judges. 
If Mr. Brown or any other person, no matter what office he held or 
however high his position, had refused to give evidence before a court 
of justice, he was liable to be punished for it,10 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN had no objection to give these papers, but he 
did not see what good they would do to any one. 

Some remarks ((were made by)) ... SIR A. MACNAB--2 

MR. RICHARDS defended the course he adopted in the matter as crown 
officer.l3 It seemed to him that the hon. and gallant Knight from Hamilton 
misapprehended this matter. Mr. Geo. Brown did not refuse to go before 
the Grand Jury; on the contrary, he went before them, but he stated that 
he could not with propriety disclose the evidence taken before the 
Commission till he had made his report, but that if the Court thought it 
right that he should do so, he would do it. (Hear, hear.) He (Mr. Richards) 
had conducted the business for the Circuit, but he had not been acquainted 
with the facts of the case, or called upon to take any steps in it. 
In answer to a remark that had been made by Col. Prince that he was an 
inexperienced person to conduct the Crown business, he (Mr. R.) might not 
be so old in years as the hon, member for Essex, but he was, he believed, 
senior to him at the bar; and he was called to the bar in the usual course, 
after the usual education in Upper Canada, He was not made a Barrister, 
like the hon. member, by an Act of Parliament.15 


COL. PRINCE replied, if he was made a Barrister by Act of Parliament, 
it was not before he had practised the Law in the Courts in England, for 
many years. He was proud of being admitted to practice the Law in this 
country, by Act of Parliament. There was something in the preamble of 
that Act, which, however, appeared to tickle the ears of the members 
opposite; but he was proud of what was stated there, and it was the only 
reward he had ever obtained from any Government.16 Col. Prince made an 
allusion to the events of 1837, and the present conduct of the administration 
relative to those events l/7. 


MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE.--The hon. and gallant Colonel talked about mak- 
ing their ears tingle, but if he had heard what had been said in the House 
of Lords about the conduct which he was so proud of, he would have heard 
something which would have made his -tingle.18 


COL. PRINCE said he might have laughed, 19 

MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE.--But humanity would have wept.20 ; 
iL 

COL. PRINCE.--The radical part of humanity might have wept. 


MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE.--It was the province of radical humanity to weep 
over murder. 22 
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COL. PRINCE.--No Member was justified in applying that word towards 
him, and he was happy to say that his conduct had been approved of by the 
whole House of Lords, with the eminent exception of that mad philosopher, 
Lord Brougham; and23 ((he)) called the Hon. Sol. Gen. to order through 
the Chair, observing that if such a term was again made use of respecting 
him, he should hold the hon. and learned member personally responsible.24 


MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE acknowledged the responsibility, but he thought 
such matters should be buried in oblivion on both sides of the House.2> 


Further conversation ((ensued)) shared in by MESSRS. MACDONALD 
(Kingston), H. SHERWOOD, BLAKE, PRINCE, GUGY, and HINCKS.26 


(29) 
On motton of the Honorable Mr, Macdonald, seconded by Sir Allan N. 
MacNab, 
Mr, George Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
Brown. Hts Excellency the Governor General, praying 


that he may be pleased to direct the proper 
Offreer to lay before thts House, a Copy of the Presentment of the Grand 
Jury of the Mtdland District at the last Court of Oyer and Terminer for 
that District, relative to the refusal of George Brown, Esqutre, one of 
the Commisstoners for tnvestigating the affatrs of the Provinctal 
Penttenttary, to give evidence before the said Jury on a charge of 
Perjury perferred against one James M'Carthy. 


Ordered, That the said Address be presented to Hts Excellency the Governor 
General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the 
Executive Counetl of thts Provtnee. 


MR ode As MACDONALD, 2/ of Kingston, inquired of the Ministers whether 
the Commissioners appointed to investigate the affairs of the Provincial 
Penitentary, had made any report, if not, when they were likely to do so; 
and what salary or allowance had been paid to, or fixed for the Commission, 
and ... what was the estimated expence (sic) of the said Commission. 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS answered that no report had yet been received, 
but that one was expected in the course of a few days, and would be 
immediately laid before the House. An allowance had been made to the 
Commissioners of £2 a day, including all expences (sic); and the expense 
of the Commission, as near as they could form an estimate of it, would 
amount to about $2,500.29 


Hear, hear, from the Opposition29 and cries of only 22,500.24 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS ((continued:)) He must however, remark that 
they were led to believe that there was going to be a saving of nearly 
an equal amount annually effected in consequence of the investigation, 
at least so Ministers were led to believe. (Hear. ) 32 


COL. PRINCE.--By George Brown. (Laughter.)>> 


aes eee MACDONALD2* (Kingston) then moved for an Address to His 
Excellency for a copy of the Kingston Commission, instructions, and other 
Papers relating thereto. He at the same time expressed his disapprobation 
of the course pursued by the Commissioners, and especially of the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Brown, a gentleman who, previous to his appointment, 
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expressed a decided opinion, on the subject of the Penitentiary, in his 
newspaper. He also complained that the evidence against the Warden was 
taken for three months together, and signed by the worst villains of that 
collection of villains, before he had an opportunity of cross-examining 
them. Witnesses on the other side, on the contrary, were allowed to be 
constantly cross-examined as they gave their evidence, The charges 
against the Warden were eleven, divided into 131 counts, consisting of 221 
pages, which again were subdivided into 690 portions, upon all which 
evidence was taken. Among these charges were some for acts which the 
Warden had done in obedience to the order of the Government, or to those 
of the Inspectors. Others were aiding and abetting in larceny, and 

when the Commission were applied to, to allow counsel to be present while 
evidence upon them was heard, the request was refused, He made these 
Statements, not from his own knowledge, but upon information, which he 

was assured could be substantiated by the oath of competent witnesses. 

On the same authority he would state, that Mr. Brown took the evidence; 
and falsified the evidence, which afterwards, when the error was pointed 
out, he was with difficulty induced to alter, and which, in some cases, 

he would not alter. Mr. Brown had also told some of the witnesses that 
what they said was not true, but might go for what it was worth. One 
witness was cross-examined for 12 and a half consecutive days; and when 

he asked why he was subjected to so severe an examination, he was told, 
"You are the chief witness for the Warden, and it is our business to 
destroy your testimony." That witness replied that Government would do 
him justice, and he was told, "We are the officers of Government, and it 
Must support us." The copy of a letter was produced by Mr. Brown as 
evidence against the Warden; and Mr, Brown declared upon his "honour that 
it was a correct copy of one written by the Warden. This the Warden denied, 
asserting that it was an ingenious extract from the real letter--everything 
favourable to the Warden being left out. He was informed that Mr. Brown's 
declaration could not be true; for the Warden, at that very time, had the 
letter in his pocket; that he produced it; and that when Mr. Brown saw it, 
he was confused, and asked why it was not in the archives. It was of 
great importance to have that fact in evidence, and Mr. Brown consented 

to give his testimony upon it. Afterwards, however, he refused to give 
his evidence; and when the Warden called up other witnesses to that fact, 
Mr. Brown would not allow the testimony to be entered on the notes. One 
of the charges against the Warden was, that he allowed Mr. Hopkirk to steal 
six cords of wood. The Commissioners examined a witness named Ballantine, 
one of the gate-keepers, who said he knew Mr. Hopkirk had the wood, and he 
knew that he had returned it. The other, named Cooper, only proved that 
Mr. Hopkirk had the wood, and his evidence alone was entered on the minutes; 
but he was now prepared to swear that the only reason he did not state 
that Mr. Hopkirk had returned it was, because he was not asked. The truth 
was, Mr. Hopkirk, on first coming to his house, had borrowed a little wood 
and returned it. He could go on all night with similar statements--2> 


MR, INSP. GEN. HINCKS--Of what you have feardaee 


MR. J. A. MACDONALD--Yes, but it is only because Counsel and the Press 
were excluded that we are reduced to hear any evidence. He understood 
the Government had not approved--he did not profess to hold them responsible 
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for all the acts of the Commissioners--and he believed that amongst the 
acts which they did not approve was, the ejection of Mr. Smith from his 
house, at a day's notice, in the most inclement weather, and with his 
aged wife exceedingly sick. 3/ 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN desired the consideration of this question to 
be deferred till the report came down. The history of the commission 
was this:--the many complaints of the Penitentiary had induced the late 
Government to determine on the appointment of a commission, and that 
intention the present Government carried out. They appointed persons not 
influenced by local excitement. The President was a gentleman universally 
respected, a distinguished member of the other House, and from early 
professional education peculiarly adapted for the duty of receiving 
evidence. Another gentleman, from Montreal, was a distinguished and active 
Magistrate, whose merits and qualifications were admitted on all hands. 
The third gentleman was also from Montreal, an eminent mercantile man, 
of the first respectability. Mr. Brown had, it is true, discussed the 
subject of the management of the Penitentiary in the Globe; but he had 
censured no individual connected with it, and seemed as if the circumstance 
of his attention having been directed that way made him more, rather than 
less, fit for the office of Commissioner. He thought the hon. gentleman 
had hardly dealt out to the commission that justice he claimed for the 
Warden, when he entered upon these statements, before the report was 
before the House. For his own part, it would give him sincere pleasure, 
if he could come to the conclusion, on seeing the report, that Mr. Smith 
ought to be reinstated; and it had given him great pain to learn that he 
had been obliged to leave his residence, At the same time it was obvious 
that a commission of this kind was appointed, because Government could not 
fulfil the duty themselves, and they could not be constantly interfering 
with those in whom they confided. He had heard, of the secrecy of the 
early part of the inquiry, that it arose from the desire of the Commissioners 
not to take evidence on all the charges which might be brought--some 
doubtless utterly futile. They wished, first, to ascertain what appeared 
to be grave accusations, and then to take the evidence upon them. The 
time occupied by the Commissioners was complained of even now, it would 
have taken a much longer time if every little charge had been gone into. 
Of course it was easy to make exparte complaints; but perhaps these would 
be explained when the other side was heard. 38 


COL. GUGY without entering into the question, informed the House, that 
when the proper time came, he would bring before it evidence sufficent 
to incapacitate two of the members from acting as Commissioners, 3? 


COL PRINCE would not have said anything on the subject but for what had 
fallen from the hon. Attorney General West. No doubt the gentlemen who 
had been appointed on that Commission were of the highest respectability, 
and although he (Col. Prince) had the greatest respect for one of the three, 
(Mr. Brown), still he did not think that Mr. Brown was at all qualified 
for the responsible duties connected with the Commission. He might also 
state that the gentleman placed at the head of the Commission, no sooner 
found that the duties of the office ran counter to his interest other ways, 
than he neglected the business for which he had been appointed, and as a 
consequence he (Col, Prince) believed many things had transpired during 
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his absence which would not have taken place if he had been present, 

Col. Prince regretted this, but he believed such was the case, The hon. 
Attorney General West had pronounced a high eulogium on Mr. Brown, but 

he (Col. Prince) had seen several articles in the Toronto Globe virulently 
stigmatising the gentleman into whose case he was, as a Commissioner, bound 
to inquire. This, in Colonel Prince's opinion, was not the conduct which 
ought to have made Mr. Brown eligible as a Commissioner, neither did it 
place him in the position of being unprejudiced, but rather rendered him 
unfit for acting as a Commissioner--He (Col. Prince) did think it extremely 
hard treatment for the Government to deprive a gentleman, in the beginning 
of a severe Canadian winter, of his bread, as he did not think they intended 
to give him his salary. He believed Mr. Smith had received very unfair 
treatment. He had heard a gentleman state, at a large public meeting in 
Kingston, that the greatest partiality had been exhibited by Mr. Brown 

in taking the evidence during the sitting of the commission. That gentleman 
stated that Mr. Brown would not take down those parts of the evidence 

which went to exculpate Mr. Smith from charges made against him; and when 
Mr. Smith was called to sign the evidence, he objected that all was not 
down which he had stated. Mr. Brown, however, said that he must sign 

what was shown him, as, if he had said anything more, he had not heard 

him. This he could prove, if required, He (Col. Prince) trusted the 
motion would pass. He thought it would be but just to the House that 

they were put in possession of even the draft of the evidence, or report 

of the commission, as it had been taken down, as it was uncertain when 

it would be laid before the House. By adopting this course, the House 
would know whether any erasures had been made or not, The Attorney General 
West had evinced uncommon sensibility in the removal of the Warden, but 

it was unjust to dismiss a man before he was known to be guilty, and thus 
driven from his home, bag and baggage, in a couple of days' notice. More 
than one Judge had signified their approval of the conduct of Mr. Smith 

in his management of the Kingston Penitentiary. But why had a Sheriff 

from a distant county been placed in Mr. Smith's situation? It was unfair 
to Mr. Smith, although the small shrievalty held by Mr. McDonald required 
probably some consideration from the Ministry. He thought Mr. Smith should 
have been kept in office till found guilty of the charges against him, or 
proved incompetent to perform the duties of his office, 


MR. J. A. MACDONALD (Kingston) did not blame any one on the opposite 
side of the House for all that had been done. There was a great deal of 
excitement on the subject of the Penitentiary, and many violent attacks 
in the public papers upon Mr. Smith; and it was, in his opinion, unfair 
to rely on the strength of charges made by an anonymous Brikeres ( (He) ) 
was satisfied to wait, if the Ministry would pledge themselves to lay the 
Report before the House, early during the present session, when he would 
bring it up again. He then withdrew his motion. 42 


(29) 
Inland Bills of Ordered, That Mr. Holmes have leave to bring in a 
kachange and Bill to amend the Laws regulating Inland Bills 
Promissory Notes of Exchange and Promtssory Notes, and the 
BILL. protesting thereof. 


He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
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received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Thursday next. 


Restrtcttons The Honorable Mr. Hineks, one of Her Majesty's 
on Commerce. Executive Counetl, presented, pursuant to an Address 


to His Excellency the Governor General,--Return to an 
Address of the Legtslative Assembly, dated 22nd January 1849, for coptes 
of all Communtcattons between the Impertal and Provinetal Governments 
relative to the proposed removal of Restrictions imposed by Impertal Acts 
upon the Commerce of thts Province. 


Appendtx (C.) For the satd Return, see Appendtx (C.) 


Ordered, That two hundred and fifty coptes of the satd Return be printed 
tn each of the Engitsh and French Languages, for the use of the 
Members of thts House. 


On motton of Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Scott, of Bytown, 
—— ee es 


Petition of Ordered, That the Entrtes tn the Journal of this 
We Bradley House, of the 17th and 20th March 1848, whtch 
and others. relate to the Petitton. of William Bradley and 


others, of the Towunshtp of Caledonta, in the 
Ottawa Distrtet, praying for a certain Road allowance, be now read. 
And the same were read accordingly. 


Library. Resolved, That a Standing Committee of stx Members, 
ee i i 

composed of Str Allan WN. MacNab, the Honorable 
Mr. Paptneau, the Honorable Mr. Sherwood, the Honorable Mr. Macdonald, 
Mr, Bouthiliter, and Mr. Chauveau, be appointed to asstst Mr. Speaker tn 
the dtrectton of the Ltbrary, to whten shall be referred all matters 
relating thereto; with the power to report from time to time, 


On motton of the Honorable Mr. Boulton, seconded by Mr. Johnson, 


lal 


Constttuenctes. Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 

Hts Excellency the Governor General, praying 
that he will be pleased to direct a Tabular Return to be latd before 
thts House, stating the names of the vartous Constttuenetes tn Upper 
and Lower Canada respectively, the number of Representatives, and the 
number of Inhabitants tn each Constituency, beginning with the largest 
and ending with the smallest, tn each seetton of the Province respectively. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the 


(30) 
Executtve Counetl of thts Province. 


On motion of the Honorable Mr. Sherwood, seconded by Mr. Smith, of 


J 


Prontenac, 

Toronto Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His 
Harbour Dues Excellency the Governor General, praying Hts 

and Queen's Excellency to cause the proper Officer to lay 
Wharf. before thts House, a Return of the amount collected 


for Harbour Dues at the Port of Toronto, for the 
year 1848,--and also, a detatled Statement shewitng the balance, tf any, 
sttll due to the Government on account of sums advanced, upon the authority 
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of certain Acts of Parltament of Upper Canada, for constructing and re- 
patring the Queen's Wharf at the entrance of the satd Harbour. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the 
Executtve Counetl of this Province. 


Cornwall According to Order, Pierre Joseph Olivter 
Electton. Chauveau, Esqutre, Member for the County of Quebec, 


who was absent, on Friday, Saturday, Monday, Tuesday, 
and Wednesday last, from the Select Committee appotnted to try the mertts 
of the Petitton complatning of an undue Election and Return for the Town 
of Cormmall, attended tn hts place; and having gtven satisfactory reasons 
for hts not being present at the meetings of the Committee on those days; 
and having vertfted the same upon oath} 


Ordered, That Mr. Chauveau be excused for not attending the Committee, on 
Friday, Saturday, Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday last. 


Aecording to Order, Nobert Dumas, Esqutre, Member for the County of 
Letnster, who was absent, on Saturday last, from the Select Committee 
appotnted to try the mertts of the Petttton complatning of an undue 
Eleetton and Return for the Town of Cornwall, attended in hts place; and 
having gtven satisfactory reasons for his not betng present at the meeting 
of the Commtttee on that day; and having vertfted the same upon oath; 


Ordered, That Mr. Dumas, and the other Members who were reported as not 
having been presented at the meetings of the Commtttee, be excused 
for such non-attendance,. 


On motton of the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin, seconded by 
the Honorable Mr. Sherwood 


ra ESS) 
Standing Ordered, That the Order of the day for taking into 
Committees. constderation the Report of the Select Commtttee 


appotnted to prepare and report Lists of Members 
to compose the etght Standing Committees ordered by the House, be now read. 
And the same betng read; 


Resolved, That this House doth concur wtth the Committee tn the satd Report. 


MR. SHERWOOD43 hoped that the proceedings with Mr. Vansittart would 
be gone on with. He had been very ill used by the delay of the House, 
and ought to be relieved.44 


(30) 
On motton of Str Allan N. MacNab, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Robinson, 
Oxford Ordered, That the Order of the day for the attendance 
Electton. at the Bar of thts House, of John George Vanstt- 





tart, Esqutre, Returning Officer at the last 
General Eleetton for the County of Oxford, to produce evtdence tn relatton 
to hts conduct at the satd Election, be now read. 
And the same betng read; 
And the House betng informed that Mr. Vanstttart attended at the door; 
he was called in; and, at the Bar, addressed the House. 


MR. VANSITTART then addressed the House, but from the distance at which 
he was placed from the Reporter's Gallery, we were able to hear him very 
imperfectly. He repeated the explanation which he made to the House at 
the close of the last Session. He had accepted the post of Returning Officer 
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very reluctantly, and only because it was represented to him, that being 

a servant of the Government, he could not, with propriety, refuse to 
oblige them by accepting the post. When the question of qualification 
arose, he had taken some trouble to study the question, and he made up 

his own mind that the qualification forwarded to him by the Hon, Mr. Hincks, 
who was then absent in England, and which was dated some months previously, 
was illegal. Wishing, however, not to depend upon his own opinions, he 
wrote to the Law Officers of the Crown, for their opinion, but neither of 
them answered his application. He succeeded, however, in obtaining a 
passing interview with Mr. Solicitor General Cameron, on his way through 
Woodstock, and obtained his opinion on the point; he also obtained the 
opinion of several other legal friends, and they all coincided with his 
own. When he heard that Mr. Hincks had returned to this country, he 
expected that all difficulties would be removed, and that that gentleman 
would send another qualification in place of the one which was antidated. 
He then explained what were the points in Mr. George Brown's evidence 
before the House last Session, which he intended to produce evidence to 
refute, all of which will appear in the testimony below, and concluded 

by begging hon. members to look at this question free from party consider- 
ation; he wished the case to stand on its merits alone. He had had no 
communication relative to his appearance before the House with any of 
those members of the House who were his friends, he had only availed him- 
self of the assistance of Mr. Harley of this city, in preparing the 

poo nee he intended to put to his witnesses, in a clear and precise 
form, 


(30) 
And the House betng also tnformed that Mr. George Washington Whitehead, 
a wttness on the part of Mr. Vanstttart, attended at the door; he was 
called in; and, at the Bar, examined, as followeth:-- 


By Str Allan N. MacNab. 

1, Is your name George Washington Whitehead, and are you a vestdent 
of Woodstock in the Brock Dtstrict?--Yes. 

2. Were you present at the nomtnatton of the Oxford Election on the 
28th of December, 1847?--I was. 

3. Were you a Deputy Returning Offtcer for the satd Electton?--I 

4, Were you on or near the hustings when the qualtfications of the 
candidates were demanded?--I was on the husttings. 

5. Were you near the Returning Offtcer on es oeeaston; tf so, at 
what distance were you from him?--A great part of the time I was immedt rate Ly 
behind hts echatr; and afterwards on hts left. 

6, Did Mr. Brown appear there as the representation of the Honorable 
Franets Hineks?--He dtd. 


IIo 
Wado 


7, At what distance was he from the Returning Officer?--I think that 
the greater part of the day he sat within one of the Returning Officer, 


that ts to say, Mr. Car rroll was a part of the day next to Mr. Vansittart, 
and for a portton of the day Mr. Campbell, who was also a candidate, took 
Mr. Carroll's place at the time when he went to draw up his qualtfteation 


oath,--and on Mr. Carroll's return, Mr. Campbell left for the Clerk of the 
Peace's Office, to draw up his qualification. During Mr. Campbell's absence 
Mr. Broun for a short time took his seat near Mr. Vanstttart, and was tn 
conversation with him on the subject of Mr. Hinck's qualification. 

8. Did you remain on the hustings durings the proceedings of that day; 
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and were you tn a posttton to hear what was satd by the Returning Offtcer?-- 
Yes; I was upon the hustings from the time of the reading. of the Commtsston, 
unttl the close of the day's proceedings, and I was in a posttton to hear 
what was satd by the Returntng Officer and the candtdates, and took notes 
of some part of the proceedings. 

9, Dtd you make any note or memorandum, tn writting, of the occurrences 
whteh took place; tf so, when were they made, and have they been preserv- 
ed?=--Yes; I took notes tn penctl, a part of whieh have been preserved. 

They were taken on the hustings at the time. 

10. By whom was the qualtficatton of the Honorable Franets Htneks 
submitted to the Returning Officer?--By Mr. George Brown, who appeared as 
Mr. Hineks' Agent. 

11. Dtd the Returning Officer on that oecaston, tn reply to an 
observation made by Mr. Brown, make use of the following words: "At any 
rate I have dectded it in your favor. I shall hold Mr. Hineks' qualtfica- 
tton to be good for the present," and add, "that he would leave the 
other parties to have a decision elsewhere," or words to that effect?-- 

In answer to that questton, I wtll gtve my answer from my notes as I took 
them down:--Mr, Hineks' qualtftcatton was disputed on the ground of tts 
having been made some months previous to the day of Electton, and Mr, 
Hineks then betng tn the country, was bound to be present. The Returning 
Officer said he would recetve and fyle the affidavit, reserving to himself 
the rtght to constder the valtdity of the same, and that he would give his 
answer on the Return day. Those, I beletve, were the words of the Return- 
ting Offtcer. 

MR, NOTMAN said--The witnesses should reply at once on the questions 
being put. It appeared to him--if his eyes did not deceive him--that there 
was a consultation between the witness and Mr. Vansittart. 


MR. VANSITTART indignantly denied such an inpueattene 


MR. H. BOULTON said there should be no debate between the House and 
any of the parties. But, at the same time, it was very natural for Mr. 
Vansittart to feel indignant at the imputation, which, under the circum- 
stances, was an accusation against his character as a gentleman, 48 


MR. WHITEHEAD went on to reply Mr. Hinck's qualification was thought 
bad, being prepared some months previous; and because Mr. Hincks was not 
in the country. But the Returning Officer would reserve his decision. 49 


MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE here objected to the witness reading his evidence 


from the memorandum, as contrary to rules of evidence, 20 
; ; ; , yr 51 
After a lengthy discussion, no authoritative decision was come to. 
(30) 

12, What were the expresstons or words made use of by the Returning 
Officer on the oecaston relative to the satd qualtficatton?--The Returning 
Offteer was of opinton that the qualifteatton was not good, and I think 
he satd that he would take counsel on the matter. There was a good deal 
of conversation passed between the Returntng Offtcer and some of the 


(31) 
electors, and all of the candidates, who jotned in the conversation, who 
doubted the legality of the qualtfteatton, and who thought that the Returning 
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Offteer had no rtght to receive tt. The Returning Officer dectded on 
recetving tt, with the same remarks I before stated. What I mean to say 
ts--that there was a great deal of conversation whtch I do not pretend to 
remember; but were some questtons put, I mtght call to recollection some 
parttcular expressions used on the occaston. 


Some discussion here occurred respecting the answer made by the 
witness.22 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS wished to know whether the witness was certain 
of the words made use of at the time. He wished to ask whether the 
interpretation was such as to prevent him from hearing distinctly what 
was said,3 


SIR A. MACNAB protested against the question being put at this stage 
of the interrogation. He was not through with the examination of the 
witness, and he did not think it right for the Hon, Inspector General to 
take the witness out of his hands for the purpose of cross-examination. 24 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS denied that he put the question for the purpose 
of cross-examination, 25 


MR. MORIN.--The Speaker, decided that the question might be put.6 


Vial dhs 
((, ek: 


By the Honorable Mr. Hincks. 

13, You have just stated, that you think the Returning 0 fice 
use of certain expresstons on the hustings , and that conversation was going 
on about him; was there so much interruption that you feel doubt as 
the accuracy of the expresstons whitch you have attributed to the Returning 
Offteer?--I am clear upon the point, that the Returning Officer satd he 
would take counsel upon Mr. Hineks' qualtfteatton, and give his dectston 
upon the Return day. 


MR. WHITEHFAD ... could not state distinctly as to what took place 
during the conversation between Mr. Brown, the Returning Officer, and the 
Electors.9/ 


MR. INSP. GEN HINCKS said--He would call the attention of hon. members 
to words stated by the witness, not one of which had been taken down. 


MR. WILSON was aware that much had been stated which had not been taken 
down. When answers were put one after another they often assumed an un- 
connected mass. If, from what had been stated, a new answer was made, 
having in view the object wished to be got at by the Hon. Inspector General, 
perhaps that would meet his views, 29 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS only wished to know whether the interruption was 
so great as to prevent the witness from hearing what the Returning Officer 
said on the occasion, 2 


MR. WHITEHEAD was here required to withdraw°l, 


Some further discussion took place as to the manner in which the witness 
was to answer the questions put to him, and the mode in which the examination 
was to be carried on. A very great deal was said on both sides of the 
House, both on this and some preceding points, and the rules of evidence, 
and the practice of the British Parliament, were extensively discussed. 
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The discussion relative to the propriety of the questions proposed, occupied 
altogether, during the course of the evening, between two and three hours, 


At the suggestion of the SPEAKER MR. MORIN, Col. Whitehead was then 
recalled, and the last two questions and answers read to him, in order 


that he might see if his words had been correctly taken down by the Clerk. 68 


MR. WHITEHEAD, the witness, added to his answer these words--''There 
was a conversation during the day to which I paid no attention, but I 
have no doubt that that part of Mr. Vansittart's declaration of taking 
Counsel, and that he would give a decision on the returning day,''64 


(31) 
There was conversation passed during the day to whtch I patd no attentton. 
I have no doubt as to that part of Mr. Vanstttart's declaration or expres- 
ston of taking counsel respecting the qualtficatton oath of Mr. Htnecks, 
and that he would gtve hts dectston on the Return day, as before stated. 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS thought his question was still unanswered; all 
he wanted to know was, simply whether the disturbance around him was 
such, that he could not be sure of Mr. Vansittart's language?65 


SIR A, MACNAB did not understand what the hon. member wanted to find 
out, and he did not believe any other member of the House did, 66 


MR. INSP, GEN. HINCKS had put his question in plain language, and it 
had not been answered.6/ 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE hoped that the hon. gentlemen who were members 
of the Bar would have compassion on those who were not, and make one speech, 
instead of ten each. They wanted to get at the truth and common sense, 

He understood the witness to say that there was such confusion at the time, 
that he could not be sure of the words he had ascribed to the Returning 
Officer. This was what they wanted to know. It seemed to him that a 
great deal of time had been wasted. Mr. Price then submitted the question 
in a more comprehensive shape, as the witness appeared to be unable to 
understand the last. 


(31) 

By the Honorable Mr. Price. 

14, Dtd you, when gtvitng your answer to the question last but one, say, 
that from the confuston or otherwise, you did not clearly remember what the 
words were that the Returning Offtcer satd?--I mean to say, that so far as 
taking counsel and giving a dectston at the Return day, I understood, I 
think, Mr. Vanstttart distinctly. So far as the general conversatton went, 
tt dtd not bear upon thts part of Mr. Vanstttart's remarks. There was 
eonversatton passed between Mr. Vanstttart and the candidates, to whtch I 
patd no attentton. I do not remember all the words that were made use of 
during the day by the Returntng Offtcer. The confuston at the time spoken 
of does not relate to that part of the conversation between the Returning 
Officer and the candidates, so far as relates to Mr. Vanstttart's dectston 
at the time as to the course he would take with respect to the qualtftcattion 
oath. 


MR. COM. CRo LANDS PRICE was not satisfied with the poewere 7 
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MR. MCLEAN said, that as the examination could not be got through 
to-night, he therefore moved that the House do now adjourn, /0 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE protested against the motion for adjournment. 
He had possession of the floor, and was only waiting for the witness to 
withdraw, /1 


(a) 
And then Mr. Vanstttart, and the Witness, were dtrected to wtthdraw, 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE explained, that what he wanted was a concise 
and brief answer; his impression whether the confusion was such that he 
might be mistaken in Mr. Vansittart's language or not,/2 


An hon. member thought that this was dictating to the witness, who had 
a right to make what answer he chose, and appeal to the Attorney General 
West to know if this was a legal course to pursue, / 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS did not think the hon, member would serve his 
cause by preventing the truth from being elicted from the witness; he 
contended that the question had not been answered, The witness should 
have said, "yes or No.'"/ 


MR. MORIN.--The Speaker asked if the House would allow him to ask the 
witness if he had not said, in his first answer, that he was uncertain 
about the language used by Mr. Vansittart? That question had not been 
answered, /9 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD (Glengarry) thought the question had been already 
answered. He protested against members being kept up to such late hours 
to discuss such points as these, wearing themselves out at the beginning 
of this important session. (Hear, hear.) 76 


SIR A, MACNAB considered all this discussion out of order, hence all 
the present difficulty, as no written motion was in the hands of the 
Speaker. There had been no question before the House for the last three 
hours. // 


(32) 
On motion of Mr. Macdonald, of Glengarry, seconded by Mr. M'Lean, 
Ordered, That the further consideration of the case of John George Vanstt- 
tart, Esquire, Returning Officer at the last General Electton for the 
County of Oxford, be postponed util to-morrow; and that tt be then 
the first Order of the day. 


Orders Ordered, That the remaining Orders of the day be 
deferred. postponed unttl to-morrow. 


Then, on motton of Mr. Macdonald, of Glengarry, seconded by Mr. Fournter, 
The House adjourned, 


APPENDIX, 25 JANUARY 1849, 


((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: RETURNABLE PAY TO CLERICAL VISITORS TO 
SICK IMMIGRANTS, 1848,)) 78 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD (Glengarry) gave notice that he would, on to- 
morrow, move for an Address to His Excellency for returns on ... the pay 
to Clerical visitors to sick emigrants during 184879, 


((NOTICE OF MOTION FOR RETURN RE: SPECIAL GRANTS TO SCHOOLS 
AND COLLEGES.) )80 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD (Glengarry) gave notice that he would, on to- 
morrow move for an Address to His Excellency for returns on all Special 
Grants to Schools and Colleges, exclusive of the annual grants for Common 
Schools®1, 


((NOTICE OF MOTION FOR RETURN RE: EXPENDITURE OF CLERGY RESERVES 
FUNDS.) )82 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD (Glengarry) gave notice that he would, on to-morrow, 
move for an Address to His Excellency for returns of the Expenditure of the 
ct Sveee Seeeh ue Funds, with copies of correspondence relative to the Surplus 
Fund. 


((NOTICE OF MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE RE: TEMPORARY LUNATIC 
ASYLUM.) ) 84 


MR. RICHARDS gave notice that he would, to-morrow, move for copies of 
al185 the correspondence, between the Commissioners of the temporary Lunatic 
Asylum, at Toronto, and the Provincial Secretary, relating to their 
complaints against Dr. Park, Superintendent of said Asylum, and also, all 
communications from Dr. Park to the Provincial Secretary, on the subject 
of his complaints against the said Commissioners and all other documents 
or papers, in any way relating to the dismissal of Dr. Park from the 
situation of Superintendent of the temporary Lunatic Asylum at Toronto, 
and also copies of all correspondence between Dr. Park and the Provincial 
secretary, relating to the issuing of the commission to examine and enquire 
into the causes of difference between the said Commissioners and Dr. Park; 
and also a copy of the Commissions appointing the said Commissioners and 
Dr. Park, 86 


((NOTICE OF MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE RE: MR. JUSTICE BEDARD.))°/ 
MR. CHRISTIE gave notice of a motion for papers and correspondence 
relative to the removal of Mr. Justice Bédard from Montreal to Quebec. 
((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: ASSESSMENT LAW IN no 
MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS gave notice of a motion to bring in a Bill to 
amend the Law of Assessment in Upper Canada. (Hear, hear.) 


((NOTICE OF QUESTION RE: SEIGNEURIAL TENURE. )) 2+ 


DR. DAVIGNON gave notice that he would to-morrow, ask the Government, 
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whether they intended to introduce any measure this Session relative to the 
Seignorial Tenure; and if so, what would be its nature?92 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: KING'S COLLEGE.))93 
MR. THOMPSON inquired of Ministers if they intended to bring in, during 
the present Session, Bills to amend the charter of King's College. 94 
MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN.--It is our intention. (Hear.)9° 
(QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: COMMON SCHOOL acT.))96 
MR. THOMPSON inquired of Ministers if they intended to bring in, during 
the present Session, Bills to amend the Common School Act.9/ 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN.--If the House sanctioned the projected Municipal 
Act, they would then, if there was time, take up the School Bill. (Hear, 
hear.) 98 


(CQUESTION AND ANSWER RE: UPPER CANADA GRAMMAR SCHOOLS.)) 29 
MR. THOMPSON inquired of Ministers if they intended to bring in, during 


the present Session, Bills to appropriate the land of equal value to the 
support of Grammar Schools in Upper Canada, to that misapplied.100 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN.--We propose no such measure. 101 
((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: DANNVILLE AND CAYUGA ROADS.))102 
MR. THOMPSON inquired of Ministers if they intended to bring in, during 


the present Session, Bills to appropriate funds to maintain the Dannville and 
Cayuga Roads, rendered useless by the overflow of the Dannville dam.103 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN.--We have no such measure.194 
((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: LOYALIST LAND CLAIMS.))105 
MR. THOMPSON inquired of Ministers if they intended to bring in, during 
the present Session, Bills to enable the remnant of U. E. Loyalists and 


Militiamen to obtain compensation for their respective land claims, pre- 
cluded by law for want of timely application. 106 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN.--They did not.107 
((POSTPONED MOTION RE: RECIPROCITY TREATY.))198 
MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MERRITT postponed his motion relative to Free Trade 


with the United States until Tuesday, in consequence of information he had 
received.109 


((POSTPONED MOTION RE: REPEAL OF NAVIGATION Laws.))+1° 
MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS moved, that the House do now resolve itself into a 


committee of the whole, to consider the expediency of adopting an Address 
to her Majesty, on the subject of the repeal of the Navigation Laws.1lll 


SIR A. MACNAB moved an amendment.112 


((There was)) some discussion. 113 
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MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS ... said he wished to have the Address go home by 
this mail, and if it were arranged, that it should be carried on Monday, 44, 
without delay, he would put off the consideration of it until that day. 


After some little discussion, it was arranged that the discussion of 
the main motion should be deferred until Monday. 115 


((WITHDRAWN MOTION RE: BANKRUPT AWS) 222 


DR. DAVIGNON moved, that the Petition of a number of Merchants of 
Montreal, praying that the Bankrupt Laws be repealed, be referred to a 
select Committee. 


MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE said, (as we understood,) that it was un- 
necessary to do so, as it was their intention not to continue the Law (sic) 
which expire during the present session, (Hear, hear.) A bill would, 
ake aa be introduced to provide for the cases pending before the 
courts. 


((WITHDRAWN MOTION RE: INCORPORATION OF PORT HOPE.) )119 


MR. J. SMITH (Durham) withdrew a motion for leave to bring in a bill 
for the incorporation of Port Hope. 


((WITHDRAWN MOTION RE: POPULATION RETURNS.) ) +41 
MR. H. BOULTON moved for returns of the population of es and Lower 
Canada, the number of representatives, constituencies, &cot 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS had no objection to. the motion; but it was inm- 
possible to give an accurate return of the population of Lower Canada, as 
no census had been taken for several years. Calculations had, however, 
been made by three different parties, without communication with one 
another, which approached nearly to_ one another. The most accurate in- 
formation possible should be given. 
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The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 26 January 
1849; BATHURST COURIER, 2 February 1849, and STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 8 Feb- 
ruary 1849, in identical accounts, except that some speeches have been 
omitted from the BATHURST COURIER's account; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 26 January 
1849, copied by HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 31 January 1849; PILOT, 26 January 
1849, BRITISH WHIG, 30 January 1849, HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 3 February 
1849, GLOBE, 3 February 1849, and PROVINCIALIST, 1 February 1849, in 
accounts identical except that GLOBE omitted one speaker, and 
PROVINCIALIST omitted some speeches, Commentaries appeared in 
MORNING CHRONICLE, 2 February 1849, PILOT, 2 February 1849, which 
acknowledged the KINGSTON ARGUS as its source, and GLOBE, 2 February 
1849, 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 26 January 1849, 

PILOT, 26 January 1849, 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 26 January 1849, 

PILOT, 26 January 1849, 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 26 January 1849, 

PILOT, 26 January 1849, 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 26 January 1849, 

PILOT, 26 January 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 26 January 1849, 

PILOT, 26 January 1849, 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 26 January 1849, 

PILOT, 26 January 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 26 January 1849, 

isp; 

STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 8 February 1849, 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 26 January 1849, 

EBED 

£SiD. 

IBID. 

IBID: 

IBID. 

STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 8 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 26 January 1849, 

PILOT, 26 January 1849. 

These questions and answers are placed immediately after the debate 

on Macdonald's first motion re: George Brown, rather than in the 
APPENDIX, because all the sources reporting place their accounts in 
this context. They were in fact a follow-up to that debate. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 26 January 1849. 

ESL 

PILOT, 26 January 1849. 

STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 8 February 1849, 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 26 January 1849. 

IBID. 

This withdrawn motion is placed immediately after the questions on the 
same subject rather than in the APPENDIX because all the sources report- 
ing place their accounts of it in this context. 
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35, PILOT, 26 January 1849: 


S562) EBL 
37. IBID. 
38. IBID. 


39. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 26 January 1849, 

40, PILOT, 26 January 1849, 

a1, 2BiD- 

42. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 26 January 1849. 

43. The debate on this matter was reported by: GLOBE, 3 February 1849; 
PILOT 26 January 1849, and GLOBE, 3 February 1849, in identical 
accounts; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 26 January 1849, and PRINCE EDWARD 
GAZETTE, 2 February 1849, noted the debate. Commentaries may be 
found in BATHURST COURIER, 2 February 1849, MORNING CHRONICLE, 

2 February 1849, and GLOBE, 3 February 1849. 

44, MONTREAL GAZETTE, 26 January 1849, 

45, PILOT, 26 January, 1849, 


46. IBID. 
47. IBID. 
48, IBID. 
49, IBID. 
D0 es VLDL. 
545. SEBIDs 
S2Ze siBID. 
53. IBID. 
54. IBID. 
252 IBID. 
56S BID. 
37% PSUs 
58. IBID. 
59% “EBID. 
60. IBID. 
61. IBID. 
62. IBID. 

Sa. LBL, 
64. IBID. 
65. IBID. 
66. IBID. 
67, IBID. 
68. IBID. 
69. IBID. 
70. IBID. 
Tig LDL. 
T2c. StSID. 
730. EBID. 
74. IBID. 
75. IBID. 
76. IBID. 
77. IBID. 


78. The following was reported by: PILOT, 26 January 1849, copied by 
BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 1 February 1849, BRITISH WHIG, 30 January 1849, 
PROVINCIALIST, 1 February 1849, and GLOBE, 3 February 1849, in identical 
accounts. 
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PILOT, 26 January 1849. 

The following was reported by: PILOT, 26 January 1849, BRITISH WHIG, 

30 January 1849, copied by BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 1 February 1849, 
PROVINCIALIST, 1 February 1849, and GLOBE, 3 February 1849, in identical 
accounts. 

PILOT, 26 January 1849, 

The following was reported by: PILOT, 26 January 1849, copied by 
BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 1 February 1849, BRITISH WHIG, 30 January 1849, 
PROVINCIALIST, 1 February 1849, and GLOBE, 3 February 1849, in 

identical accounts. 

PILOT, 26 January 1849, 

The following was reported by: PILOT, 26 January 1849, BRITISH WHIG, 

30 January 1849, BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 1 February 1849, which acknowledged 
PILOT, 26 January 1849, as its source, PROVINCIALIST, 1 February 1849, 
and GLOBE, 3 February 1849, in identical accounts; and BRITISH COLONIST, 
30 January 1849, 

PILOT, 26 January 1849, 

BRITISH COLONIST, 30 January 1849, 

The following was reported by: PILOT, 26 January 1849, copied by 
BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 1 February 1849, BRITISH WHIG, 30 January 1849, 
PROVINCIALIST, 1 February 1849, and GLOBE, 3 February 1849, in identical 
accounts. 

PILOT, 26 January 1849, 

The following was reported by: BRITISH COLONIST, 30 January 1849, 
copied by ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 1 February 1849, PILOT, 26 January 
1849, BRITISH WHIG, 30 January 1849, HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 31 January 
1849, BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 1 February 1849, PROVINCIALIST, 1 February 
1849, BATHURST COURIER, 2 February 1849, GLOBE, 3 February 1849, and 
STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 8 February 1849, all reported the debate in identical 
accounts. 

PILOT, 26 January 1849. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 26 January 1849, 
copied by BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 1 February 1849, BRITISH WHIG, 30 January 
1849, PROVINCIALIST, 1 February 1849, and GLOBE, 3 February 1849, in 
identical accounts. 

PILOT, 26 January 1849. 

The following was reported by: BRITISH COLONIST, 30 January 1849, 
copied be ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 1 February 1849; BRITISH WHIG, 30 
January 1849, HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 31 January 1849, PILOT, 26 January 
1849, copied by BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 1 February 1849, PROVINCIALIST, 

1 February 1849, and GLOBE, 3 February 1849, in identical accounts; 

and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 2 February 1849, BATHURST COURIER, 2 Feb- 
ruary 1849, and STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 8 February 1849, reported the debate 
in identical accounts. 

PILOT, 26 January 1849. 

IBID. 

The following was reported by: BRITISH COLONIST, 30 January 1849, 
copied by ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 1 February 1849; and BRITISH WHIG, 

30 January 1849, HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 31 January 1849, PILOT, 26 Jan- 
uary 1849, copied by BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 1 February 1849, PROVINCIALIST, 
1 February 1849, and GLOBE, 3 February 1849, in identical accounts; 
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and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 2 February 1849, BATHURST COURIER, 2 Feb- 
ruary 1849, and STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 8 February 1849, in identical 


accounts. 
97. PILOT, 26 January 1849. 
93 EBID: 


99, The following was reported by: BRITISH COLONIST,- 30 January 1849, 
copied by ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 1 February 1849; BRITISH WHIG, 
30 January 1849, HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 31 January 1849, PILOT, 26 
January 1849, copied by BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 1 February 1849, 
PROVINCIALIST, 1 February 1849, and GLOBE, 3 February 1849, in 
identical accounts; and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 2 February 1849, 
BATHURST COURIER, 2 February 1849, and STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 8 February 
1849, in identical accounts. 

100. PILOT, 26 January 1849. 

101. gules 

102. The following was reported by: BRITISH COLONIST, 30 January 1849, 
copied by ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 1 February 1849, BRITISH WHIG, 

30 January 1849, HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 31 January 1849, PILOT, 26 
January 1849, copied by BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 1 February 1849, 
PROVINCIALIST, 1 February 1849, and GLOBE, 1 February 1849, in 
identical accounts; and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 2 February 1849, 
BATHURST COURIER, 2 February 1849, and STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 8 Feb- 
ruary 1849, in identical accounts. 

103. PILOT, 26 January 1849. 

104. IBID. 

105. The following was reported by: BRITISH COLONIST, 30 January 1849, 
copied by ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 1 February 1849, BRITISH WHIG, 30 
January 1849, HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 31 January 1849, PILOT, 26 January 
1849, copied by BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 1 February 1849, PROVINCIALIST, 
1 February 1849, and GLOBE, 1 February 1849, in identical accounts; 
PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 2 February 1849, BATHURST COURIER, 2 February 
1849, and STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 8 February 1849, in identical accounts. 

106. PILOT, 26 January 1849, 

10424 - LBID. 

108. The following was reported by: PILOT, 26 January 1849, BRITISH WHIG, 
30 January 1849, and GLOBE, 3 February 1849, in identical accounts; and 
by BATHURST COURIER, 2 February 1849. 

109...PILOE..26 January, 1849, 

110. The debate on this matter was reported by: BRITISH COLONIST, 30 January 
1849, copied by ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 1 February 1849, 

111. BRITISH COLONIST, 30 January 1849. 


ii2Z., EBID. 
113. BED. 
114. IBID. 
1t5.. IBID. 


116. The following was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 26 January 1849; 
BATHURST COURIER, 2 February 1849, and STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 8 February 
1849, in identical accounts; BRITISH COLONIST, 30 January 1849; and 
PILOT, 26 January 1849, BRITISH WHIG, 30 January 1849, PROVINCIALIST, 
1 February 1849, and GLOBE, 3 February 1849, in identical accounts. 
Commentaries may be found in LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 30 January 1849. 

117, MONTREAL GAZETTE, 26 January 1849. 

11s. LBD, 


119, 


120. 
174, 


122. 
123. 


ae 


The following was reported by: PILOT, 26 January 1849, BRITISH WHIG 
30 January 1849, and GLOBE, 3 February 1849, in identical accounts. 
PILOT, 26 January 1849, 

The following was reported by: PILOT, 26 January 1849, BRITISH WHIG, 
30 January 1849, and GLOBE, 3 February 1849, in identical accounts. 
PILOT, 26 January 1849, 

IBID. 


FRIDAY, 26 JANUARY 1849. 


(S17) 
Bonds and - MR. Speaker latd before the House, the Registrar's 
Securtttes. Report of Bonds and Securtties registered between 

24th February, 1848, and 17th January, 1849, in 
ecompltance with the Act 4 and 5 Vie, cap. 91. 


Appendix (D.) For the satd Report, see Appendix (D.) 

Montreal And also, Accounts of the Trustees of the Montreal 
Turnptke Roads. Turnptke Roads, from 1st March, to 30th November, 1848, 
Appendix (E.) For the satd Accounts, see Appendix (E.) 

Pettttons The following Pettttons were severally brought 
brought up. up, and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. Johnson,--The Petttton of James P, Wells and others, Trustees of 
the Grammar School for the Distrtet of Ottawa. 

By Mr, Dwnas,--The Petttton of pee Corporatton of the College of 
L'Assomptton. 

By Mr. Scott, pees WO Mountains, --The Petition of C. C, Grece and others, 
of the Tomship of Grenville and parts adjacent in Lower Canada. 

By Mr, Fortter,--The Petitton of F. X. Pratt, Esquire, and others, of 
Stanfold and other ee ae in the Distrtet of Three Rivers; the Petttton 
of Clovts Bourgeots, of the Parish of St. Grégoire, T tn the County of Nicolet; 
and the Petition of the Reverend Antotne Racine and others, of Stanfold 
and other places tn the District of Three Rivers. 

By Mr, Notman,--The Petttton of John M'Intosh, of the Tomshtp of London. 

By Mr, Hall,--The Petition of Hugh Macfee and others, of the Townships 
of Dummer and Douro, Distrtet of Colborne. 

By Mr. Beaubten,-~-The Petition of L. Archambeault, Esqutre, and others, 
of Ste. Marguerite de Blairfindte; and the Petitton of the President and 
Corporation of the College of Chambly. 

By Mr, Chrtstte,--The Petition of of Mrs. Mary H. Mountatn and others, 
the Ladies Managers of the Male Orphan Asylum of Quebec. 

By Mr. Polette,--The Petitton of T. Panneton and others, of the Partsh 
of Three Rivers. 

By Mr, Smith of Durham,--The Petition of the Muntetpal Counetl of the 
District of Neweastle (Common School Act). 

By Mr, Chauveau,--The Petttton of Joseph Morrin, Esqutre, and others, 
Phystetans and Surgeons, members and professors of the Sehool of Medtetne 
of Quebec; the Petttton of Oltvter Bl Blais, of the City of Quebec, seaman; 
and the Petition of Willtam Price, Esquire, and others, of the City of 
Quebee and tts vicinity. 

By the Honorable Mr. Cameron of Kent,--The Petitton of John Beckton 
and others, of Canada West. 

By Mr, Egan,--The Petttton of the Reverend Alexander Macdonell and 
others, of the Partsh of St. Luke, tneluding the Townships of North and 
South Plantagenet, Alfred, and part of Caledonia; and the Petition of 
Robert Conroy and others, of Bytown and tts victntty. 

By Mr, _Taché, --The Petition of Henry P. Croft and others, of the 
Parish of St. Louts de Kamouraska. 
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By Mr. Wetenhall,--The Petition of EB. C. Thomas, President, and Thomas 
M..Stmons, Secretary, of the "Hamilton and Gore Mechanics' Institute." 


Pettttons Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the followtng 
read. Pettttons were read:-- 


Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Colborne; praying for the 
repeal of the Act 9 Geo. 4, c. 3, in so far as tt authorizes the payment 
of Land Tax to the Treasurer of any Distrtct other than that tin which the 
Lands are situate. 

Of the Muntetpal Counctl of the District of Colborne; praying that the 
Act 4 & 5 Vte. @. 10, and the Act 1 Vite. ec. 21, be so amended as to enable 
the Muntetpal Counetls to collect the Land Tax, and to compel the correct 
return of rateable property. 

Of C. R. Irish and others, of the Townshtp of Martposa; praying that 
the satd Tounshtp may remain attached to the Colborne District. 

Of the Muntctpal Counectl of the Distrtet of Colborne; praying that 
the expenses attending the Admintstration of Justice tn Upper Canada be 


(32) 
patd out to the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Provtnee. 

Of Flavten Vallerand and others, heretofore Clerks of the late Munictpal 
Counetls of Lower Canada; praying for the payment of thetr claims against 
the satd Muntctpal Councils. 

Of the Reverend L. Provaneher and others, of the Township of Tring, tn 
the County of Megantte; praying for the completion of the Lambton Road 
through the satd Townshtp. 

Of the Reverend F. X. Cété and others, of the County of Champlain; 
praying that the swn of one thousand pounds, voted for the constructton 
of a Bridge over the River Champlain, be applied for the construction of 
two Bridges at certatn potnts theretn menttoned. 

Of John Gordon and others, Shareholders tn the Quebee Warehousing 
Company; praying an Act of Incorporatton. 

Of the Mmtetpal Counctl of the Town of Three Rivers; praying that the 
Common appertatning to the satd Town be placed under the control and 
management of the satd Councttl. 

Of the Muntetpal Counctl of the District of Bathurst; praying that the 
Commtsstoners' Courts may be restored in lieu of the present Divtston Courts. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the Distrtet of Bathurst; praying atd to 
improve the matn Road leading from the River St. Lawrence to_Perth. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the Dtstrtet of Bathurst; praying that the 
Canal commenced by the Tay Navigation Company be taken under the control 
of the Legislature, and an atd be granted for tts completton. 

Of the Muntetpal Counctl of the District of Bathurst; praying for the 
amendment of the Muntetpal Counctl Act. 

Of the Munictpal Counetl of the District of Bathurst; praying for the 
certain amendments to the extsting Assessment Law. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Bathurst; praytng that the 
funds available from the Revenue of the Universtty of King's College be 
applied to the support of Grammar and Common Schools tn each District, 
and that the final deetston of that question may be formed upon the basts 
of equal rtghts to all men. 

Of the Muncipal Council of the Dtstriet of Bathurst; praying that the 
Act 2 Geo. 4, c. 15, be repealed, and the Market Butlding and the site 
thereof in the Town of Perth be placed under the control and management 
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of the Munictpal Counctl, with the necessary powers to regulate the same. 

Of the Munictpal Counetl of the District of Bathurst; praying that a 
certatn sum of money be granted to the satd District, by way of loan to 
be obtained on the guaranty of the Province, for the tmprovement of the 
Roads therein. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Bathurst; praying a grant 
of money to tmprove the Road leading from the Town of Perth to the Village 
of Lanark, tn the satd Dtstrict, 

Of the Muntctpal Counctl of the District of Bathurst; praytng certain 
amendments to the Common School Act. 

Of the Mumtctpal Counctl of the District of Bathurst; praying that the 
County of Renfrew be set apart and erected into a new District. 

Of _B. Marquette and others, the President, Officers, and Members of 
the Assoctatton of Teachers of the Distrtet of Quebee; praying to be 
tneorporated under the name of the "Assoctation des Instituteurs du 
District de Québec." 

Of Patrick Noonan and others, of the Partshes of St. Giles and St. 
Sylvester; praying that the satd Partshes may be untted for Muntectpal 
purposes. 

Of Charles Cazeau and others, Cullers, of the Dtstrtct of Quebec; 
praying certatn amendments to the Act 8 Vte. c. 49, for regulating the 
tnspectton and culling of Lumber. 

Of B. Marquette and others, the Prestdent, Officers, and Members of 
the Assoetatton of Teachers of the District of Quebec; praying for certain 
amendments to the Educatton Law. 

Of Frangots Normand and others, of the_Banlteue of Three Rivers; praying 
payment of a certain sum of money to tndenmtfy them for extra labour per- 
formed as Contractors for the erectton of certain Bridges. 

Of Stephen Bowerman, of the Townshtp of Hallowell, District of Prince 
a praying compensation for a deftetency tn the measurement of hts 

and. 

Of N. M'Kinnon and others, of the Tounshtp of Bayham; praying for the 
passing of an Act to annex the satd Towunshtp of the District of Brock. 

Of Skiffington Connor, Esquire, and others, members of the Legal 
Professton of Uppper Canada; praying that measures be adopted for placing 
the Courts of Supertor Jurtsdictton tn Upper Canada upon an efftictent 
foundatton. 

Of James M'Gill Des Riviéres, Esquire and others, of the City of 
ae praying that measures be adopted for the opening of the Paptneau 

oad. 

Of Ho. H. Whttney and others, of the Ctty of Montreal; representing 
that they have constructed a line of Magnette Telegraph from the satd etty 
to the Province line near _Philipsburgh, and praying an Act of Incorporatton. 

Of the Montreal and Lachtne Ratlroad Company; praying a certain amend- 
ment to thetr Act of Incorporatton. 

Of J. 0. Alfred Turgeon, Esquire, and others, the Mayor and Counctillors 
of the County of Terrebonne; praying for the opening of the Paptneau Road 
to the Village of Sault au Recollet. 

Of John H. Aussem, Esqutre, and others, of New Glasgow, County of 
Terrebonne; praying that the Paptneau Road may be opened as far as the 
Village of Sault au Recollet. 
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Of Moyse Ollter and others, of Ste, Anne des Plaines, County of 
Terrebonne; praying for the opening of the the_Papineau Road to the Village 
of Sault au Recollet. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Johnstown; praying that 
the balance of £30,000 voted for the making of certain Roads in the satd 
District, be expended in the completion of the satd Roads. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Brock; praying that the 
endowment of the Untverstty of King's College, Toronto, be not divided, 
and that Theologteal Instituttons may tn no case be provided at the public 
expense. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Broek; praying that a 
certatn lot of land in the Town of Woodstock may be vested in them, or 
that they may have control over the same for a certain object. 

of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Broek; praying for the 
passing of a Law to authorize Commtsstoners to settle all disputed Lines, 
Boundartes, and Road Allowances in the satd Dtstrict, 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Brock; praying that the 
By-law passed by the satd Counctl tin the year 1842, tmpostng a Tax of 
one penny farthing per acre on all lands tn the satd Distrtet be legalized 
by an Act of the Legislature. 

Of the Mimtctpal Counetl of the Dtstrtet of Broek; praying that the 
Tounshtp of Bayham be annexed to the said District in exchange for the 
seven westerly Concesstons of the Townshtp of Ntssourt. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the Distrtet of Broek; praytng that the 
Courts of Asstze and Ntst Prius, Oyer and Terminer, and General Goal 

(33) 
Delivery, be held tn the satd District more than once tn each year. 

Of Ralph Merry and others, of the Township of Bolton; praying that the 
Act 10 & 11 Vite. c. 37, be so amended as to extend to a further pertod of 
stx months at least, the time for fyling clatms to lands lying tn the Touwn- 
ship of Bolton. 

Of Dantel | Desjardins and others, of Ste. Rose and other Parishes in the 
County of Terrebonne, --and of Lue Varrter er and others, of St. Vineent de_ 
Paul, and St. Martin, in the County of Terrebonne; praytng 9 for the straighten- 
ing of a Road on Isle Jésus, and the opening of Papineau Road to the Sault 
au Recollet,--and that the privilege asked for by Alexandre M. Delisle and 
others, to construct a Toll Bridge over the River JESUS, be granted. 

Of Pterre Boucher and others, of St, Rémt, County of Huntingdon; praying 
indemnification for losses sustatned by them during the Troubles of 1837 
and 1838. 

Of John Clark and others, of the City of Montreal and vtetntty; praying 
indenntficatiton for loss and damage sustained by them in the operation of 
the Ordinance 3 Vie. ce. 31, providing for the improvement of the Roads tn 
the netghbourhood of the satd City,--and that the conduct and proceedings 
of the Trustees of the satd Roads be tnvesttgated. 

Of John Clark, of the Partsh of Longue Potnte, in the District of 
Montreal, Eequare; tre; complatning of a dectston by the Court of Quarter 
Sesstons in a matter between him and the Montreal Turnpike Trustees by 
whteh he suffers loss and damage,--and praying an tnvesttgation into the 
case, that justice may be done him. 














Petttton o 
C. Cazeau 


and others; 
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esolved, That the Petttton of Charles Cazeau and 


others, Cullers, of the District of Quebec, be 
referred to a Select Committee composed of Mr. 
Laurtn, the Honorable Mr. Cameron of Kent, Mr. 


Egan, Mr, Chabot, Mr. Cauchon, Mr. Lemteux, and Mr. Méthot, to examine the 
contents thereof, and to report thereon with all conventent speed; wtth 
power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


f_M.A..Primeau 


and A.A. Trottter; 


Of L.G. Brown 
and others; 

Of the Gore Bank; 
Of A. Digby and 
others; 

Of the Rev. -E. 
Blyth and others; 
Of H.H. Whttney 
and others; 

OF A. Rankin 
and_others; 

Of the City Coun- 
etl of Kingston; 


Of J. Gordon 
and others; 


Ordered, That the Petttton of M. 4. Primeau and 


A. A. Trottter, of the County of Beauharnots; 
the Petition of L. G._Browun, Esquire, and 
others, of the Partshes of Ste, Martine and 

St. Cément, in the County of Béauharnots; the 
Petttton of the Prestdent, Directors, and Com- 
pany of the Gore Bank; the Petition of Alfred 
Digby and others, of Brantford and other Town- 
ships; the Petitton of the Reverend E. H. Blyth 
and others, of the Partsh of Ste. Martine de 
Beauharnots; the Petitton of H. H. Whttney and 
others, of the Ctty of Montreal; the Petttton of 
Arthur Rankin, Esqutre, and others; and the 
Petition of the Ctty Counctl of the City of 
Kingston, be referred to the Standing Committee 
on Standing Orders. 





Resolved, That the Petitton of John Gordon and others, 





Shareholders tn the Quebec Warehousing Company, 
be referred to a Select Committee composed of 


Mr. Méthot, Mr. Chauveau, Mr. Cauchon, Mr. Taché, and Mr. Fournter, to 
examtne the contents thereof, and to report thereon wtth all conventent 
speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and records, 


Of J. Cormter 
and others, 


referred. 


solved, That the Petttton of James Cormter and 


others, of the Magdalen Islands, be referred 
to a Select Commtttee composed of Mr. Christte, 


Mr, Chauveau, Mr, Méthot, Mr. Sherwood, of 


ockvtlle, and Mr. Wetenhall, to examine the contents thereof, and to 


Br . 


report thereon wtth all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, 


papers, and records. 


Petition of W. 
Bradley and 


others. 


rdered, That the Entries tn the Journal of this 


House, of the 17th and 20th Mareh, 1848, whitch 
relate to the Petttton. of Wilitam Bradley and 
others, of the Township of Caledonta, in the 


Ottawa District, praying for a certain Road allowance, and whtch were 
read yesterday, be referred to the Standing Committee on Road and Bridge 


Btlias 


On motion of Mr, Johnson, seconded by Mr. Scott, of Bytown, 





Ordered, That the Entrtes tn the Journals of thts 


House, of the 17th and 25th June, and 14th July, 
1847, and 9th March, 1848, relative to the 


Bytown and_L'Ortgnal Road, be now read. 


And the same were read accordingly. 
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On motton of Mr. Dumas, seconded by Mr. Egan, 


Cormall Election. Ordered, That the Select Committee appotnted to try 

the mertts of the Petttton complatning of an 
undue Electton and Return for the Town of Cormiall, have leave to adjourn 
until Tuesday next, the thirtieth tnstant, at twelve o'clock, noon. 


Sehoe las UC. The Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin, one 

of Her Majesty's Executive Council, presented, by 
command of Hts Excellency the Governor General,--Report of the Super- 
tntendent of Schools of Upper Canada, for the year 1847. 





Appendix (F.) For the said Report, see Appendtx (F.) 

On motton of Mr. Richards, seconded by Mr. Smith, of Durham, 
Toronto Lu- Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
natte Asylum Hts Excellency the Governor General, praytng 
and Dr. Park. that he will cause to be latd before thts House, 


all the Correspondence between the Commisstoners 
of the Temporary Lunatic Asylum at Toronto, and the Provinetal Secretary, 
relating to thetr complatnts agatnst Dr. Park, the Supertntendent of the 
satd Asylum; and also, all communications from Dr. Park to the Provinectal 
Seeretary on the subject of hts complaints against the satd Commtsstoners, 
and all other documents or papers in any way relating to the dismissal of 
Dr. Park from the sttuatton of Superintendent of the Temporary Lunatte 
Asylum at Toronto; and also, coptes of all Correspondence between Dr. Park 
and the Provinetal Secretary, relating to the tssuing of a Commisston to 
examine and enqutre into the causes of difference between the satd Com- 
mitsstoners and Dr. Park, and also, a copy of the Commisstons appotnting 
the satd Commisstoners and Dr. Park. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excellency the Governor 
General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the 
Executive Counetl of thts Provtnee. 


Navigation The Honorable Mr. Hineks moved, seconded by the 
Laws. Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin, and the 


Question being proposed, That this House do now 
resolve ttself tnto a Committee, to constder the propriety of adopting an 
Address to Her Majesty on the subject of the repeal of the Navigation Laws. 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS rose, pursuant to notice, to move that the 
House go into Committee of the whole for the purpose of taking into con- 
sideration the propriety of addressing Her Majesty, praying for a Repeal 
of the Navigation Laws. The subject was one of great importance to the 
country, and one about which great unanimity had been formerly displayed 
in the House; and it was exceedingly desirous that there should be no delay 
in passing the Address now, as it was desirable that it should be sent Home 
by the first Mail to the Imperial Parliament, which would be sitting by 
that time. It was known that the Imperial Parliament was to meet on the 
lst February and the question of the Navigation Laws would be one of the 
first questions which would engage its attention, and it was highly 
desirable that the opinion of the Legislature of the Province should be 
placed before the Imperial Parliament when the question was under its 
consideration. He hoped that there would now be that unanimity about the 
subject that there was about it during the Session of 1847. 
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to Her Majesty, for the Repeal of the Navigation Laws. 
Resolved,--As the opinion of this Committee that an humble Address to be 
presented to Her Most Gracious Majesty, to assure Her Majesty of the 
devoted loyalty of the people of this Province and of their sincere 
attachment to Her Majesty's person and Government--To represent to Her 
Majesty that this House feels it to be a duty incumbent upon it to take 
the present opportunity to assure Her Majesty that the sentiments of the 
people of this Province on the subject of the Repeal of the British 
Navigation Laws which were expressed to Her Majesty in a joint Address 
from the two Houses of the Provincial Parliament in the month of July, 
1847, remain unchanged. That, delay in removing the present restrictions 
on the employment of Foreign Shipping, would, in the opinion of this 
House, be highly injurious to the Carrying Trade of the St. Lawrence; that 
in order to secure this Trade, the Province relying on the continuance 
of the protection which was then enjoyed by Colonial products in the 
Markets of Great Britain, incurred a large debt for the construction 
of a line of Ship Canals, by means of which the cost of Inland Transport 
has been very materially relieved; that, owing to the difficulties 
attending the Navigation of the St. Lawrence, the greater length of the 
voyage and the higher rates of assurance, freights are likely at all 
times to range higher at Quebec than at New York, but that the practical 
effect of the Navigation Laws is not only to prevent the possibility of a 
fair competition between the two routes, but actually to give direct 
encouragement to American shipping, not only through the Canals of the 
State of New York, but at the seaports of the United States; that at the 
Seaports of the United States, shipping can generally be procured to 
carry any quantity of produce that may be offered, without a material 
increase of freight; but that even in case of scarcity, as the navigation 
is open throughout the year. Foreign shipping can readily be procured 
in Europe at more remunerative rates of freight and without serious 
inconvenience or loss of time; that at Quebec, on the other hand, the 
exporter is compelled to rely on the regular traders to the port, so 
that when an unusual accumulation of produce takes place vessels cannot 
be procured, and freights immediately rise to most exhorbitant (sic) prices; 
that no means exist of engaging British Shipping to meet the sudden 
demands which the nature of the trade causes, as such shipping is 
seldom to be met with at American ports unless under specific orders, as 
to the engagements of a Charter; that the early closing of the navigation 
of the St. Lawrence renders it difficult, if not impossible, to obtain 
shipping from England to supply the sudden demands which from the 
nature of the trade, are constantly arising, and which could readily be 
supplied at the American seaports whence vessels would at any time come 
round to the St. Lawrence if assured of remunerative freights; that the 
uncertainty which at all times prevails as to the route by which the 
products of the west will be transported to the seaboard, must operate 
to prevent British vessels coming to the St. Lawrence in sufficient 
numbers to ensure moderate freights during the shipping season, while 
the scarcity of shipping and the immediate rise of freights to England, 
whence a large supply of products is sent by the St. Lawrence, has the 
effect of diverting those products through the Erie Canal to New York. 
That the navigation laws have likewise had a most injurious influence 
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on the import trade of the Province; that it has not unfrequently (sic) 
happened that Canadian importers of sugars being unable to procure British 
vessels on any terms at Havanah and other foreign ports, have been com- 
pelled to import their cargoes in American bottoms to New York, and 

thence through the American Canals to Canada, when, but for the restrictions 
imposed by the Navigation Laws, they would have imported them by the St, 
Lawrence in foreign bottoms which could have been readily procured. That 
the House has observed with much satisfaction, that a Bill was introduced 
into the House of Commons during the last Session of the Imperial Parlia- 
ment for the Repeal of the Navigation Laws, and this House being of 

opinion that the provisions of that Bill are calculated to remove the 
restrictions from which the trade of this Province is now suffering, most 
humbly pray that Your Majesty will be graciously pleased to recommend the 
subject of the repeal of the Navigation Laws to the favourable consideration 
of the Imperial Parliament. And this House would further humbly pray, 

that Your Majesty will be graciously pleased to authorize the Governor of 
this Province to permit Foreign Vessels to navigate the St. Lawrence 

above Quebec; under such restrictions as His Excellency may in his wisdom 
see fit to impose. 


SIR A. MACNAB hoped the motion would not be pressed, but that the House 
would proceed with Mr. Vansittart's case, It was a rule of the House 
that questions of privilege should take precedence of all other questions. * 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS trusted he had explained the object of the 
Government; it was a matter of great importance, and it was exceedingly 
desirable that the Address should’? be passed in time for the next packet. 
The feeling of the country was almost unanimous on this question, and 
the House had passed a similar address to this under the late Administration 
also unanimously. He thought, therefore, much debate was not to be 
expected.© It would only occupy a few moments ((but)) if there was to be 
a long discussion; if there was not to be that unanimity of feeling, there 
might certainly be some ground for the amendment. The interest of the 
Province required that no delay should take place, and he was certainly 
inclined to press his motion; at the same time, if it was going to take 
up a long time, he would not press it, but allow them to go on with Mr, 
Vansittart's case, although he certainly did not like the delay,’ 


SIR A. MACNAB objected to hurrying through in a few moments a subject 
of so much importance8, This matter required time for consideration, it 
was not a subject that would be legislated on in a hurry. The country 
was very much decided on it.9 


No, no from the Ministerial side, 19 


é ‘ ial. 
SIR A. MACNAB ((continued:)) The Administration were only desirous 
to take the sense of the House to strengthen their own representations 
at home.12 (Hear, hear.)13 


MR. INSP. GEN. fap in an excited manner, and without rising to 
address the Chair, denied 4 emphatically that such was the object of the 
Administration. 1 


SIR A. MACNAB called the hon. member to order; he had no right to 
interrupt him, or to address the House without rising.1 
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MR. MORIN, the SPEAKER called the hon. member to order.1l/ 


SIR A. MACNAB ... said that the hon. member wished to pass in a few 
moments a subject of great importance, and that without the members hav- 
ing prepared for the discussion or consideration of so important a question; 
he was .». not prepared to enter into the discussion of it at the present 
moment. When he came to that House that day he expected that the first 
thing they would have been called upon to do was to assert the privileges of 
that House, which it was their first duty to guard, and it was not fair 
to put the House into a Committee of the whole and to hurry through the 
matter at a moment's notice.--In the House of Commons such a measure went 
through by easy stages, and he contended it was unparliamentary to take 
the sense of the House upon such a question in a moment's notice, before 
it had been fully discussed, and without having heard the views of the 
country upon it. He, therefore, moved in amendment, ... that the exam- 
ination of Mr. Whitehead at the Bar, on a question of privilege, be now 
continued. He knew that he was in a minority, and that the hon. members 
opposite might do what they liked, but he hoped that the House would, as 
it was bound to do, take up the question of privilege.18 


(30) 

Str Allan N. MacNab_moved in amendment to the Question, seconded by 
the Honorable Mr, Robtnson, That all the words after "That" to the end 
of the Question, be left out, and the words "the exantnatton of Mr. 
George Washington Whitehead, a witness tn a matter of privilege, he 
tnmedtately proceeded with," added tnstead thereof. 


MR. ROBINSON seconded the amendment. 19 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN.--The hon. and gallant Knight had referred more 
than once to his being a minority in the House, and perhaps it was a 
gratifying thing for the country that he was so; but if he meant that 
there was any desire to deal harshly with the minority, he (Mr. B.) 
challenged him to point to one instance of it. This was a matter which 
did not require any very deep consideration. This was not the first 
time the subject had been brought under the attention of the House, 20 
The question ... waS one ... which there probably was no great difference 
of opinion upon, for the gentlemen upon the right of the hon. and 
gallant knight21 passed an address similar to this;?2 and also those 
on his left had already expressed their views in favor of it, and he had 
therefore no reason for saying that it was a matter which was- for the 
first time brought before the house; and its being a matter of great 
importance was the very reason why it should be at once taken up. If 
the people of the country had not been unanimous upon it, they might 
have been to blame for hurrying it through; but so far to blame for 
hurrying it now they would have been to blame if they had not done so; 
and the hon. and gallant knight would probably have been the first to 
do so if they had allowed the opportunity of pronouncing their views 
‘before the Imperial Parliament to pass without having discussed. He 
begged that this House would not acquiesce in the amendment, but would 
afford to the country the advantage of having its views laid before the 
es Parliament at the time the question was discussed before that 
body. 


MR. CAYLEY said the hon. member was right in saying that they had 
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formerly supported a similar Resolution, but they had been told that there 
had been some correspondence between the home and provincial governments 
since that time and they had not had it laid before them yet and it was 
desirable that they should know the contents of that correspondence 
before voting the address. Some persons might have changed their views 
since the former address was passed; and he was not prepared to say that 
his views since the former address had been changed; but was it unreasonable 
that they first desired to see the correspondence, to know what changes had 
ince taken place, or that they wanted it laid before them for a few days 
or hours to ascertain the contents before giving their opinion upon_the 
subject. He urged the postponement of the motion for a few days.“? 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN reminded the hon. gentleman that last Session 
the members on his (Mr. B.'s) side of the House, had not thrown any 
obstacle in the way of the gentlemen opposite when they were in power, 
carrying an address to Her Majesty on Emigration, but, had rather 
supported them, although the correspondence on that subject had not 
been laid before the House because they were convinced of the necessity 
of there being no delay in sending the address home.“ 


MR. H. SHERWOOD (Toronto) also supported the amendment, on the ground 
that the question of privilege ought to take precedence. He had not 
changed his opinion on the subject, nor had he any wish to delay the 
passing of this address“/. Quite the contrary28, In the circumstances 
of the country29 it was an object of the greatest importance and therefore 
to be acted upon with the greatest speed and diligence. But if it was 
a matter of such great importance that it should be sent home so soon, 
why was not the Parliament convened sooner. They were told last session 
that it was to be convened in autumn, and they had expected to be called 
together at that time, but it reached the month of January before they 
were called together. 39 The Ministry had been all along aware that the 
Imperial Parliament would meet early in February, and take up this matter 
early in the session.-- The affairs of the country were at the time they 
were prorogued in such a state, that it was their duty to the people of 
Upper Canada to have an earlier session. Why did they not convene as to 
the steps they should have taken when they found themselves unable to 
carry on the Government for want of money, and when the country was placed 
in a position that it never was in before. They had told them that they 
had taken upon themselves to issue debentures and that they had done so 
under an act of Parliament passed, empowering them to raise the money, 
but one by which he never contemplated them being empowered to do so. 

He did not desire to throw any obstruction in the way of the Ministry, 
but he could not refrain from voting for the amendment for when it was 
proposed to go into the consideration of the speech, he had contended 
that the case of Mr. Vansittart should be disposed of first, as being a 
question of privilege, but he was then overruled; they had then went 
(sic) into the consideration of the speech and passed an address in 
answer to it; and they had then went (sic) into the consideration of 

Mr. Vansittart's case, and proceeded at some length in it, and he thought 
it should be the first thing which should be taken up to-day, and after 
it was finished he was prepared to enter into the consideration of the 
address. Before sitting down he would say a few words on the address. 

He was desirous of seeing it amended in that it would shew that they were 
desirous of having the protection which they formerly enjoyed, continued 
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to them, but if it was taken from them, then they should demand as a 
right, the repeal of the Navigation Laws. If they were only to be placed 
on the same footing as foreign nations, then they should demand the 

right from England of sending home their produce in any MPASe)S where ever 
they were built and not be obliged to employ English vessels. 


SIR A. MACNAB said that even laying aside the propriety of disposing 
of Mr. Vansittart's case was it possible they should be called upon at 
a moment's notice to take up a question of such importance and one 
which the people of the country was so much interested in without them 
having the correspondence on the subject laid before them. It had only 
been laid before the House yesterday and he had moved that it be printed, 
and the House ordered it to be printed and what was their object in 
getting it printed but to let hon. Members know its contents and with the 
view of its being placed before the public, and of getting their opinion 
upon it; and was the House to be called to vote upon, at that moment, and 
to pass such a measure after a few moments notice? The House ought to be 
in a position to discuss the subject fully, and they could not be so 
without having the correspondence before them. He (Sir A.) considered it 
would be one of the most ruinous things that could take place, to throw 
open the whole of the coasting trade of Upper Canada to their neighbours, 
(Hear, hear.) And, he would ask if Members opposite were as ignorant upon 
the subject, as he was, would they not like to see a Committee appointed 
and evidence taken upon the subject, before voting upon it, for especially 
great changes had taken place, since the former address had been sent 
home. They had seen the address of Sir Robert Peel's son, and it did not 
give them to understand that the Imperial Government were in favour of 
continuing protection upon their grain 3 OR Sir R. Peel's son had told the 
people at the hustings that the Government would continue protection on 
our flour?4 and had Mr. Cobden the idol of the free trade party been since 
burnt in effigy, and had not Mr. Cobden been defeated at the hustings 
in his own county, and a protectionist returned in his place. (Cries of 
no.) 

< 

MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS.--He is a Member still.>! 

SIR A. MACNAB ((continued:)) He knew that but had he not been driven 
from the hustings not as candidate ... where he went to try to get a free- 
trader elected.2? The hon. Member for the Fourth Riding had said it was 
not proper for the country that he (Sir A.) was in a minority, the hon. 
Member had a majority now; but it was not the first time that he was in 
a minority and when was he ever in a majority in his own country, and 
had he now a majority of the members of Upper Canada (yes, yes,) it was 
a very small one then, and one which he (Sir A.) did not believe he would 
have again. (Hear, hear.) Whether this question was one upon which great 
differences of opinion existed among the people (cries of no difference) 
he was not sure about that; but was it not a matter which the whole country 
should examine into, should it not be referred to a committee to be fully 
investigated and evidence taken upon it. The Address would have no credit 
at home, if it was hurried through in the manner proposed. They would 
say there, that the people of the country have not been allowed to give 
their opinion about it, that the House had not fully considered the matter. 
And why had the House ordered 500 copies of the correspondence to be printed, 
surely not for its own use, they did not require so many; was it not that 
the correspondence might be circulated over the country, with a view of 
obtaining the opinions of the people upon it. The measure might enable 
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some merchants in Upper Canada to get their goods a little cheaper, 
because freight might be a little reduced, but he had never heard that 
there had been any scarcity of shipping, and they had no evidence that 
there had. He believed that they could carry a barrel of flour from 
Cleveland to Quebec for 2s. 4d., whild it cost 5s. to carry it from 
Cleveland to New York, and that it only cost 3s. 6d. to 4s. from Quebec, 
while it cost nearly the same from New York, and the carrying trade was 
of great advantage to the country, and he was not prepared to throw it 
open without some equivalent; and he believed that the Ministry only 
wanted to get the Address sent home to strengthen the hands of the free 
traders; while he thought they should rather strengthen the hands of 
those who were for giving them protection and they should first see what 
was done in the House of Commons before that they declared their senti- 
ments on the matter. They knew that the Imperial Parliament was going to 
consider the question soon, and it was likely that it would probably 
continue their protection; their policy was certainly not fixed, but 
from what was stated in the Address of Sir Robert Peel's son, and which 
was supposed to have been written by his father, it was very probable 
that their protection would be continued, and he thought they ought 
rather to strengthen the hands of those friends of this country who were 
in favor of giving them protection than those of the Free Traders, The 
Resolution stated that the Repeal of the Navigation Laws would lower the 
cost of freights. We (sic) supposed it was higher at New York than at 
Quebec, but was it not cheaper from the Lakes to Quebec, than from there 
to New York,40 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS, certainly. + 


SIR A. MACNAB.--And what was the difference between it from Quebec and 
from New York.42 


MR, HOLMES.--It was aGubla. 


SIR A. MACNAB.--He did not think so, and that was the reason he wanted 
the subject to be referred to a select committee; he wanted to ascertain 
the fact, he had been told the difference was not very great, 

MR. HOLMES.--You must have been adn eecneds.7 

SIR A, MACNAB.--Well there parties differed, and that was why he desired 
to have a committee. He knew little about it; but it seemed also as if the 
hon. member's constituents thought he knew very little about it, and if 
he were well informed, he himself had spoken as if he had not well made 
up his mind. It was very cruel of the hon. member's constituents _to hiss 
him4® when he was anxious to explain his views upon the subject.4/ He 
believed that the carrying trade was of vital importance to the interests 
of the Province, and would be ruined by admitting the Americans to the 
Lake coasting trade.48 The hon. Member then noticed several parts of the 
Address, and concluded by again deprecating the taking up and deciding 
such an important matter without fair time being allowed for Members to 
think upon it, and to express their sentiments. 49 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS said, that more importance had been attached to 
the correspondence than it merited.-9 If there were any new information 
in the documents ordered, there would be some reason for delay; but, in 
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fact, there was none. The papers consisted only of addresses from different 
bodies in this country, and answers from the colonial office, all of which 
had been printed for months in the newspapers, The whole thing had been 
discussed for two years, and was no longer a question requiring discuss- 
ing.2l He did not wish to hurry the matter through, but he had brought 

it on after the usual notice, and he did not expect that there would have 
been any difference of opinion upon the subject52. The hon. and gallant 
member had talked of free trade and protection, without knowing much upon 
the subject. The fact was, that the difference of opinion related to23 
the propriety of protecting home manufactures, but that had nothing to 

do with the repeal of the Navigation Laws; and neither had the question 

of throwing open their coasting trade54,. Every one in Montreal, and 
throughout the Province, almost, was in favour of their repeal.2> He 

had trusted that the Address would have passed without any division, 

but that it should have gone to England as the unanimous vote of the 
House, and shown them that they were unanimous in demanding a repeal 

of the Navigation Laws.2© The honorable and gallant member talked about 
Sir Robert Peel. He doubted whether there was any probability of 
protection being continued. But this question had nothing to do with 

the protection of breadstuffs, and its being carried would be advantageous 
for Canada in any case.” And was their commerce to be destroyed by the 
mere waiting for a change in England>®, He was not prepared to wait for 
years, in expectation of the protection being renewed, Under all 
circumstances, it was their interest to demand a repeal of the navigation 
laws. And the member for Hamilton was much deceived in thinking the 
Address had any reference to their coasting trade,°9 As to the internal 
navigation, that was quite a different question, The object was to have 
that matter placed in the hands of the Executive Counsel. No legislative 
action was necessary; but he stated for himself and his colleagues, 

they were not prepared immediately to open the St. Lawrence to the 
Americans without compensation. The only interest that could be affected 
by the repeal of the Navigation Laws, would be that of the shipowners of 
this country 1 navigating the St. Lawrence to Quebec 2, But that interest 
was certainly too small to weigh against the other interests of the entire 
Province. The hon. member was quite mistaken about the reaction in England 
in supposing that the result of the election for the West Riding of York 
afforded any evidence of a change in the public mind in England, because 
the successful candidate, Mr. Dennison, said that however much he doubted 
the advantage of Free Trade, it would be madness for them to go back to 
their old system. He (Mr. H.) did not deny that it would not be for the 
advantage of Canada that it could get protection, but it was in vain to 
expect it, after what had been said by public men in England on both sides. 
He (Mr. H.) was desirous of protecting Canadian shipping, but the members 
opposite appeared desirous to drive all their produce through the Erie 
Canal, where it must go if the Navigation Laws were not repealed,64 


MR. ROBINSON said he had seconded the motion because he thought there 
would be a long discussion on the subject. 


(34) 
And the Questton being put on the Amendment, the House dtvtded:--And 
tt passed tn the Negative. 


Only nine voting for ce 
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SIR A. MACNAB then moved another amendment, to the effect that it was 
not expedient to go into committee of the whole on the subject, until the 
correspondence had been placed in the hands of members, and until it had 
been referred to a select Committee, and evidence taken. He spoke at some 
length in favour of postponing the address, and in concluding his remarks 
he stated that if the coasting trade of Upper Canada was thrown open, the 
country would soon cease to be a part of the British Empire. Their safety 
mainly depended upon maintaining a naval supremacy upon the Lakes, and if 
they were thrown open, their neighbours would soon, within a few months, 
have such a fleet in them, as would quite overpower theirs. 6/7 


MR. SHERWOOD hoped the matter would be postponed until Monday, as he 
was desirous of moving that the address be amended, so as to declare that 
they were desirous of having Protection continued, but demanding in case 
it was refused that the Navigation Laws be repealed.68 


MR. CAYLEY, also intimated that he was going to propose an amendment. 
After some remarks from several members, it was agreed that the matter 
should stand over to Monday, with the understanding that no objection 
should then be made to going into the consideration of the address. ©9 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS said he wished to have the address go home by 
the mail, and if it were arranged that it should be carried on Monday, 
without delay, he would put off the consideration of it till that day./ 


(34) 
On motton of the Honorable Mr. Hineks, seconded by Mr. Cauchon, 


Ordered, That the further constderatton of the main Question be postponed 
unttl Monday next. 


Petition of The Order of the day for the second reading of 
Lands, &@., the Bill to amend and extend certain provtstons of 
Biile an "Act to faetlitate the partition of Lands, Tene- 


ments, and Heredttaments tn certatn cases in Lower 
Canada," being read; 
The Bill was accordingly read a second time; and committed to a 
Commtttee of the whole House. 


Resolved, That this House wtll immediately resolve ttself tnto the satd 

Committee. 

The House accordingly resolved ttself into the Committee. 

Mr. Laurin took the Chair of the Committee; and after some time spent 
theretn; 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; 

And Mr. Laurin reported, That the Committee had gone through the Bill, 
and made amendments thereunto. 


Ordered, That the Report be now received. 


Mr, Laurin reported the Bill accordingly; and the amendments were read, 
and agreed to. 
Ordered, That the Bill, with the amendments, be engrossed, and read the 
third time thts day; and that the Rules of thts House be suspended as 
to the same. 


Oxford Election. The Order of the day for taking into further 
econstderatton the case of John George Vanstittart, 
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Esquire, Returning Offteer at the last General Election for the County of 
Oxford, being read; 

And the House betng informed that Mr. Vanstttart was at the door, he 
was called in; and attended at the Bar. 

And the House betng also informed that Mr. George Washington Whttehead 
attended at the door; he was again called tn; and, at the Bar, hts exan- 
tnatton resumed, as followeth:-- 


By Str Allan WN. MacNab:-- 

15. Dtd Mr. Brown conduct himself tn a vtolent manner on that occaston, 
and did he use tnsulting language to the Returning Officer?--He dtd not at 
the time of nomtnatton. 

16, Dtd Mr. Brown, or any other person on behalf of Mr. Htneks, object 
to the anendment made by Mr. Carroll to his qualtfitcatton oath?--Mr. Brown 
objected to any alteratton being made tn Mr. Carroll's qualtfteatton oath 
after tt had been recetved by the Returning Officer. 

17, Were you present when the show of hands was asked for by the 
Returning Officer?--I was. 

18, Dtd the Returning Offtcer declare the Honorable Franets Hinecks 
duly elected by show of hands or did he declare the majority to be in 
favor of the Honorable Franets Hineks?--He did not declare Mr. Francts 
Hineks duly eleeted, but that the show of hands was in Mr. Hincks' favor. 

19, What reasons were asstgned by the Returning Officer for ftxing 
the polling days on Saturday and Monday?--The first reason assigned was, 
that the Quarter Sesstons came on the Tuesday following, and that the 
Clerk of the Peace would serve as one of the Deputy Returning Offtcers, 
and tf the Election was put over Monday tt would tnterfere wtth the 
publte bustness of the Court. 

20. Dtd the Quarter Sesstons meet on Tuesday; and who was then Clerk 
of the Peace for the satd Distrtct?--The Quarter Sesstons met on Tuesday, 
and Willtam Lapenotiére, Esquire, was Clerk of the Peace. 

21. Was the satd Lapenotiére a Deputy Returning Officer for the satd 
Eleetton?--I understood from Mr. Lapenotiére that he was. 

22, Dtd you take the notes referred to tn a former answer as an 
accustomed habit, or for a spectfie purpose?--It ts the custom wtth me, 
and has been for the last thirty years, to take notes on matters con- 
nected wtth publte affatrs with whieh I have any connection, and I did 
not take these noted for any spectfic purpose, other than betng a usual 
practice with me./ 


COL. WHITEHEAD requested leave to correct some parts of his evidence, 
which had been wrongly taken down. He meant to say that the Returning 
Officer had made the objection to the qualification, not because Mr. Hincks 
was out of the country, but because he was in the country. This answer 
was given on Thursday night. /3 


(34) 

By the Honorable F. Htncks. 

23. Have you been tn the habit of taktng any active part tn all 
poltttcal contests in the County of Oxford for many years back?--I have 
been tn the habtt stnece 1820, of taking more or less tnterest in the 
pubite and polttical affairs of the County of Oxford. 

24, Have you not been one of the leading supporters of what ts known 
as the Conservative party tn that County?--I have. 
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25. Were you at one time a candidate for the Representation of the 
County of Oxford at the last General Election, in opposttion of Mr. 
Hineks?--I had a requisttton presented to me, with nearly three hundred 
stgnatures, requesting me to come forward as a candidate at the last 
General Eleetton for the County of Oxford, whteh I declined accepting, and 
itd not come forward as a candidate. 

26. Dtd you decline accepting that invitation immediately, or were 
you for some time a candidate?--The same day on whitch the requisition was 
presented I published an address declining to come forward as a candidate 
on that oecaston. 

27, Were you not a candidate previous to the recetpt of the requtst- 
tton?--I was spoken to and destred to come forward, and should have done 
so tf Mr. Carroll had not been in the field. 

28, Did you not withdraw tn favor of Mr. Peter Carroll, the candidate 
who was declared elected by Mr. Vanstttart, and publish an address to the 
constituency in hts favor?--I gave all my interest to Mr. Carroll, and in 
my address to the Electors destred them to vote for Mr. Carroll. 

29, Were you not, after publtshing an address in favor of Mr. Carroll, 
selected as Deputy Returning Officer of the Townshtp. of Burford by Mr. 
Vansittart?--It was some time after the address was published before the 
Eleetton came on, and I was appotnted, by Mr. Vanstttart, Deputy Return- 
tng Offteer for the Toumshtp of Burford. 

30. Can you state about what length of time elapsed between the 
publteatton of your address and the Electton?--I cannot state the prectse 
tme between the publtshing of the address and the day for holding the 
Eleetton; tt might have been nearly two weeks. 

31. Are you acquainted with George G. Ward, Esqutre, J. P. of Burford; 
tf so, state whether you know what course that gentleman took tn the 
contest between Mr. Hineks and Mr. Riddell?--I know Mr. Ward very well; 
he was a near netghbour of mine, and he supported Mr. Riddell. 





SIR A. MACNAB denied the right of the Inspector Generali to put cer- _ 
tain questions. The case for the prosecution was closed’/4 last session.’ 
Mr, Vansittart had been allowed to bring evidence in his own behalf,/® 

MR. WILSON supported this view of the question.’! 

MR, INSP. GEN. HINCKS did not understand the expression of the hon. 
member for Hamilton about the "case being closed."/8 Mr. V. was called 
to explain certain matters connected with the Oxford election. After the 
House had passed a series of resolutions relative to that election, he 
was examined at the bar by members of both sides the House. After that, 
Mr. Brown was examined by this House, he having been present at the 
election. This was not a case between plaintiff and defendant, and the 
witnesses were not to be examined as if this was a Court of Justice. The 
only object of the House was to obtain the truth and to derive all the 
information possible from the witnesses who appeared at the bar./9 His 
question certainly turned out to be irrelevant, but he imagined that the 
contrary would be the case, 80 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN also thought this question perfectly relevant. 
Mr. Vansittart appeared at the bar in consequence of charges brought against 
him, he was there to clear himself of the imputations that the evidence 
taken last session had cast upon his character, of having acted not only 
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incorrectly but contrary to his own judgment. Any evidence therefore 
which tended to show that Mr. Vansittart's conduct was not only incorrect, 
but corrupt was undoubtedly proper evidence and perfectly relevant, 8l 


COL. WHITEHEAD was proceeding to answer another question put to him 
by Mr. Hincks, as to whether he had heard that Mr. Ward had been applied 
to, to become Deputy Returning Officer for the Township of Bertram, but 
had afterwards not been appointed82, 


MR. WILSON peceag? to the question being put, as it was based upon 
hearsay evidence. 3 


SIR A. MACNAB said that on the occasion of Mr. George Brown being 
examined that a question of the same description to the effect that 
Mr. Brown had been told by a political opponent that Mr. Vansittart had 
said that he would hold the election good for that day, was, upon the 
vote of the house, not allowed, in consequence of its being hearsay 
evidence which Sir Allen proved by reading an extract from the journals 
of the house. 84 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS did not wish to obtain hearsay evidence. His 
object was to show that Mr. Ward had been a supporter of Riddel, but that 
like many others in this Country, he had become disgusted with the political 
party then in power, and intended to vote for Mr. Hincks. Mr. (as we 
understood) Whitehead had published an address, and that after Mr. Ward 
had been applied to, for his consent to act as Deputy Returning Officer, 

Mr. Whitehead had been appointed, 9° 


MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE said the objection seemed to be that the 
question was founded on hearsay evidence, but it was simply this. Did 
Ward not say before the election that he had changed his political 
opinions, 86 


SIR A. MACNAB rose, and said that he had just received a note from 
Mr. Vansittart, which he read--in which that gentleman requested that 
no objection should be made to any questions thatS7 the house might 
think proper to put. 88 After that request from Mr. Vansittart, Sir 
Allan said he should be silent. 


MR. BOULTON wished the question to be put in the following manner. 
If Col. Whitehead knew why Mr. Ward had not been appointed Deputy Return- 
ing Officer. 


(34) 

52, Are you aware whether Mr. Ward was applted to by Mr. Vanstttart 
to act as Deputy Returning Officer for Burford previous to your bevng 
appointed; and are you aware whether he consented to act?--I know nothing 
of any applteatton from Mr. Vanstttart to Mr. Ward prevtous to the day 
on whtech the Electton commenced tn the Toumshtp. I then understood from 
Mr, Ward that he had been applied to by Mr. Vanstttart some time previous, 
requesting to know tf he, Mr. Ward, had any objection to serve as Deputy 
Returning Offteer tf Mr. Vanstttart should find tt necessary to appotnt 
him, and that he had consented to act when called upon. 





MR. WILSON objected to the question’. 
SIR A, MACNAB denied the admissibility of hearsay evidence, as being 
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contrary to legal and Parliamentary fpacttces - 


MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE thought that if hon. members had attended to the 
question, they would have found that it did not advert to hearsay evidence. 
He did require the permission of Hon. members on the other side to question 
but upon established right.?3 


(35) 

33. Dtd not Mr. Ward, some short time before the Election, declare 
that he was dissatisfted with the conduct of Mr. Riddetl, whom he had 
formerly supported, and that he tntended to support Mr. Hineks at the 
General Eleetton?--During the electtoneering canvass, Mr. Ward, in 
conversatton with me, satd he would support Mr. Hineks. About a fort- 
night prevtous to the Election, Mr. Ward left Mr. Hincks' cause, and 
took up Mr. Campbell's who was also a candidate. Mr. Ward canvassed 
parts of the County with Mr. Campbell and came to the Election and 
voted for Mr. Htncks. 

54, Dtd you open a Poll Book at the Election, and recetve votes for 
Mr, Hineks?--I did. 

35. From whom did you recetve that Poll Book; was tt ruled and 
prepared for use; was Mr. _Hineks' name at the head of one of the colwms?-- 
I recetved a Poll Book from the Shertff's Batliff on the afternoon 
prevtous to the day of the Eleetton, and tt was ruled. I am not certain 
whether I inserted the names tn the colwms or not; to the best of my 
recollectton I dtd, but I am not clear upon that potnt. 

36. How many polling places were there in the County of Oxford at the 
last General Electton?--I an not able to say prectsely. I think there 
must have been eleven; but I am not postttve of thts. 

37, Is tt a fact that all the Deputy Returning Officers appointed 
by Mr. Vansittart were opponents of Mr. Hineks?--I don't know who all the 
Deputy Returning Officers were. 

38, Are you acquainted with Robert Stroud, of Dereham; John Jackson, 
of Blenhetm; Arthur Farmer, of East Zorra; William Thompson, of Oakland 
John D. Dent, of West Zorra; Henry Crotty, of North Oxford; Emiltus Fauquter; 
of Blandford; John A. Tidey, of Norwich; Willtam Withers, of Nissourt; 
Charles N. Thomas, of West Oxford, and William Lapenottére, of Woodstock; 
tf so, do you not know them all to be strong polittcal opponents of Mr. 
Hineks,--and are they not among the most active Conservative leaders tn 
thetr respective Townshtps?--I am acquainted witth_Robert Stroud, of Dere- 
ham, who ts a Magistrate; with John Jackson, of Blenheim, who ts also a 
Magtstrate. I have no acquaintance with Mr, Farmer. I know Wilitam 
Thompson, of Oakland, who ts a Reformer. I know John D, Dent, of Zorra, 
who ts also a Magtstrate. I an not acquainted with H. Crotty, of_North 
Oxford; netther an I acquainted with Emilius Fauguter. I am acquainted 
with J, A. Tidey, of Norwich, who is a Magistrate. I know Willian Withers, 
of Ntssourt, but I do not know hts poltties. I know Charles N. Thomas, 
of West Oxford: I do not know anything of hts politics. I know Wilitan 
Lapenottére, of Woodstock, and he tells me he does not profess any politics. 
All those whose line of poltttes I have not spectaily menttoned, I belteve 
to be opponents to Mr. Hincks; some of them are active leaders, and espe- 
etally Mr. Jackson tn his Township. 


> 























MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS contended that his queries were perfectly relevant, 
and said that the queries put to Mr. Brown last session bore less analogy 
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to the subject than those he was now putting to the witness at the Bar. 24 
((He)) denied referring to certain questions and answers recorded in the 
Journals, as part of the examination in the same matter last Session. 

Mr. Vansittart, he said, had taken a step, to say the least, unjust, in 
giving certain instructions to his Deputies, and the object of his (Mr, 
Hincks') question, was to ascertain the nature of those instructions, 95 


(35) 

39, Are you not aware that great dissatisfaction was felt by the 
tnhabttants of Norwich at Mr. Tidey's conduct as Deputy Returning Officer; 
and have not many of the tnhabttants of that Townshtp complatned bitterly 
that they were disfranchtsed at the last two Electtons by the Deputy 
Returning Offtcers?--I have understood from general report that such was 
the case. 

40, Has not Mr, Lapenottére always supported the Conservat tve cause 

Electtons and elsewhere; have not hts declarattons of having no polttt 
mn made stnee the Reformers: have had a majority tn bie Distrtet Counetl 
of whtch he ts Clerk?--I don't know how Mr. Lapenottére has ever voted at 
any Eleetton. JI am of optnton that he does not take any very active part 
tn poltttcal matters; and his statement to me that he professed no parttc- 
ular line of poltttes has been made on several occastons before and stnce 
he was Clerk of the Distrtet Counctl. 

41, Are you acquatnted wtth Colonel Seatchatrd, J. P, a Ntssourt, 
and with Jared Vining, Esqutre, J. P. of the same Townshtp; have not both 
these gentlemen acted as Returning Officers for the County of Oxford? Has 
not i Vining served as Warden of the District Council; and has he not 
been elected twice Counctllor for Ntssourt for several years?--I am 
acquainted with both Mr, Seatehatrd and Mr. Vintng. Mr. Seatehatrd served 
as Returning Officer for the County of Oxford, I think, at Mr. Hineks 
second electton for that County. Mr. Vining served as Returning Officer 
at Mr. Hineks’ last election. Mr. Vining represented the Townshtp of 
Ntssourt for some years as a Counetllor, and for the last two years he 
served as a Warden of the Destrtet of Brock. 

42. Do you not consider that etther of these gentlemen could have 
been an eltgtble Deputy Returning Offteer for the Townshtp of Ntssourt?--I 
do. 

43. Did Mr. Vanstttart send any ctreular to you tn reference to hts 
construction of the Alten Act or the Naturalizatton Act; tf so, can you 
state the nature of such etreular?--There were tnstructtons accompanying 
the Poll Books, and there was one potnting out the duty to be observed by 
me as Deputy Returning Officer respecting Altens, the parttculars of whitch 
I do not remember; I made no use of them, 

44, Were those instructions of which you made no use tn accordance 
wtth your oum views as to the law regarding Aliens?--My reasons for not 
using the tnstructtons were, that I had examined into the vartous 
Statues beartng upon Altens, and came to the concluston that Altens were 
not entitled to vote at the then Electton, and patd no attentton at any 
other opinton respecting Altens. As far as my memory serves me at 
present, my vtews were not tn accordance with those tnstructtons. 

45, Were the tnstructtons from the Returning Officer as to the tnter- 
pretation of the law regarding Altens calculated to limtt or extend the 
franechtse as compared with your own vtews on the subject of the Alten and 
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Naturalization Acts?--They extended the elective franchise, and would have 
admitted a certatn class of Altens to vote, whom I rejected. 

46. What class of Altens do you refer to tn your last answer?--To 
those who had not taken the oath of allegiance prior to the date of March, 
1820; and those who dtd not produce the County Regtster Certificate of 
having taken the oath of allegiance required by the Statue. 

47, What instructtons were given by Mr. Vanstttart regarding persons 
who came tnto the Province before 1820?--I do not remember what the 
tnstructitons were upon that subject, and I do not remember that there 


were any. 
48, What then do you mean by saying that Mr. Vanstttart's instructions 
were calculated to induce you to extend the franchtse?--The result of compa- 


ring my memorandum wtth the instruetions together with Mr. Scatchatrd, who 
appeared as Mr, Htneks' agent at the Election; and I think that Mr. Scat- 
chaird was destrous that I should be guided by the instructions, and not 
m4 own views. 

49, What are your views regarding the rights of persons to vote who 
eame into the Province before 1820?--It ts quite imposstble for me to give 
my views satisfactorily at this time and place, without reference to the 
authority of the Statute. 


((The)) latter ((question)) was opposed by SIR A, MACNAB, ae 
objected to the time of the House being occupied in questions which were 
totally irrelevant to the question before the House, observing that Mr. 
Hincks might as well ask the witness what were his views respecting 
responsible government. ?/ 


(35) 

50. Did you, at the last Electton, admit the votes of persons who 
came tnto the Province before 1820, on thetr taking the oath of allegtance, 
or would you have admitted such votes tf offered?--Persons who came tnto 
the Province before 1820, and produced a certificate of having t aken the 
oath of allegiance before a Commtsstoner duly authorized to adm peter 


(36) 
such oath, and all those who came tn after March, 1820, and produced the 
County Register certtficate; I would have recorded these votes; and on the 
first day of Election I would not have taken the vote of any other class 
of Altens. On the afternoon of the second day of the Electton I would 
have recorded the votes of all Altens who came within the provistons of 
the Procltamatton relating to Altens, and that day recetved by me. 

51. How could Mr. Vanstttart's instructions have been calculated to 
extend the franchtse than your owm view of the law, as just explatned?--I 
have not thts late pertod very distinct recollections of what those 
instructions were, but I remember that Mr. Hinecks' agent was destrous that 
I should follow out the instruetions, he constdering them more itberal 
than my own views. 

52. What more ltberal view could be taken by any one regarding persons 
who eame tnto the Province before 1820, than that just expressed by you 
as the one on whtch you acted?--I do not know. 

53, Was the qualtfteatton of Mr. Hineks required before or after the 
demand for a show of hands?--I do not remember whether tt was before or 
after 
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By Mr. Notman. 


54, Did Mr. Vanstttart at any time during the nomtnatton or electton, 
announce to the Electors, that Mr. Hitneks was tneltgtble, from.a defective 
Ae a : ?--Not in my presence or hearing. 


y other Deputy Return- 

Offtcer by Mr. Vanstttart, not to recetve votes for Mr. Hincks?--There 
eno instructions given to me of that kind, and I know nothing of 
what was given to the other Deputy Returning Officers. 
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SIR A. MACNAB said, the question submitted was one by which it was 
sought to damage the witnesses (sic) standing amongst his neighbours; 
although he thought Returning Officers had a perfect liberty to vote, 
The witness at the bar might, at the next election, be a candidate for 
the County of Oxford, and it was sought by this question to damage his 
interest.98 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD (Glengarry) thought the best plan would be to let 
him answer the question, in order that he might be off at once to canvass 
the county.?? 

, 100 

The question was then allowed to be put. 

(36) 

57. Look at the Poll Book for the Township of Burford, now shewn to 
you; ts the name "George W. Whitehead" entered last tn the voters! colwm, 
intended for your name; explatn why tt was so entered; tf for the purpose 
of voting, for whom dtd you tender or intend to give your vote at the last 
electton for the County of Oxford, and why was your vote not recorded?-- 
That ts my name upon the Poll Book, It was placed there by my directions 
for the purpose of voting for Mr. Carroll. Mr. Hineks'’ agent ratsed an 
objection, that there was no person authorized to administer the oath of 
my qualtfteation; and during the diseusston the hour for closing the Poll 
arrived, and the vote was not recorded. 


SIR A. MACNAB, and MR. J. A. MACDONALD, of Kingston, asked the hon. 
member how he knew that to be the Poll-Book? and, presuming it was so, it 
ought, at that moment to have been in the possession of the Clerk of the 
Crown in Chancery, in order that no alteration or mutilation could 
possibly take place, 101 


Pat | 


It was explained that the books had been obtained last session from 
the Clerk of the Crown, and had remained in charge of the Clerk of the 
House. 102 


MR. NOTMAN said, if any one was to blame it was himself. He went 
to the clerk and demanded the books not as a favor, but as a right .103 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD said he, and no doubt other members as well, 
were tired of this Oxford Election business, he would be glad to get rid 
of it and let the principal and witnesses return to their homes. Let 
Mr. V. go home and canvass the Electors of Oxford as fast as he pleases, 
as the hon. member had mentioned the probability of such a proceeding.104 


(36) 

58. Dtd Mr. Brown take any part tn the discusston with the Return- 
tng Offtcer about the qualtfiecation, at the time when, as you state in 
one of your answers, there was some confuston, and when conversation 
took place whteh you did not hear?--Mr. Brown took an active part tn the 
discusston, and tnststed upon the Returning Offtcer deetding at the time 
upon the qualification oath of Mr. Hineks. I do not know what passed 
between them during the conversatton, n, when several persons were conversing 
upon the subject at the same time. I dtd not pay attentton to all that 
was satd during that part of the conversation, when several persons were 
engaged tn tt. 


By Mr. Smtth of Frontenac. 

59. Have you had an tintervtew or conversation wtth the Honorable 
Francis Hineks tn relation to the evidence you have given, or were 
about to gtve before thts House?--Sinee I came to thts place, Mr. Htneks 
met me tn the Pteture Gallery of the House, and enquired tf Mr. Vansittart 
had come down, and whom he had brought as witnesses. I replied, myself 
and Mr. Deedes; and Mr. Hineks remarked that he had no personal feeling 
against Mr. Vansittart, and hoped the question would be disposed of in 
the earltest posstble manner, or words to that effect. 


By Str Allan N. MacNab. 

60. Dtd the confuston you have alluded to, as ex cis ting during part 
of the proceedings on the day of nomination, prevent your hearing all 
that passed between Mr. Brown and the Returning Offtcer?--It did not 
prevent my hearing a great deal of what was satd on the oceaston. The 
confuston spoken of arose out of general conversation and the oecastonal 
cheering of the spectators. 

And then Mr. Vanstttart, and the Wttmess, were directed to wtth- 
draw. 


On motton of Mr. Smtth of Frontenac, seconded by Str Allan N. MacNab, 


Ordered, That the further constderation of the case of John George Vanst 
tart, Esquire, Returning Officer oe the last General Election for the 
County of Oxford, be postponed until Monday next. 


Partition of An engrossed Bill to amend and extend certain 
tonds, §@., Bill. provistons of an "Act to facilitate the partition 
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Ordered, That Mr. Soliettor General Drummond do carry the Btll to the 
Legtslattve Counetl, and destre thetr concurrence. 
Stormont According to Order, James Hall, HEsqutre, 
BLectton. Member for the County of Peterborough, who was 
absent, yesterday, from the Select Committee 
ppotnte ed to try the merits of the Petttton complaining of an undue 
E etton and Return for th ’ ace; 
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Le 
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the meeting of tne Committee on that — and having hs eae the same 
uDOM eatir; 
Order ; L 





d, That Mr. Hall be excused for not attending the Committee, 


Aecording to Order, Ro 
Lanark, who was absent, ye 
to try the merivce oF the Pe 
and Return for the County of Stormont, attended tn hts place; and 
having given satisfactory reasons for ee not betng present at the 
meeting of the Committee on that day; and having vertfted the same 
upon oath; 


ron complatning of an undue Election 


OL 
“St 


Ordered, That Mr. Bell be excused for not attending the Committee, 
yesterday. 





Aeeording to Order, the Honorable Mr. Boulton, Member for the 
County of Norfolk, who was absent, yesterday, from the Select Committee 
appotnted to try the mertts of the Petition complaining of an undue 
Eleetton and Return for the County of Stormont, attended tn hts place; 

(37) 
and having gtven satisfactory reasons for hts not betng present at the 


meeting of the Committee on that day; and having vertfted the same 
upon oath; 


Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Boulton be excused for not attending 
the Committee, yesterday. 


Limitation of The Order of the day for the second readtng 
Actions BLL. of the Bill to alter the Law relating to the 


Limitatton of Aettons in thts Provinee, being read; 
The Honorable Mr. Boulton moved, seconded by Mr. Smith, of Frontenac, 
and the Question betng proposed, That the Bill be now read a second 
time. 
Mr. Laurin moved tn amendment to the Questton, seconded by Mr. Fournter, 
That all the words after "That" to the end of the Question be left out, 
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and the words "the remaining Orders of the day be postponed unttl Monday 
next," added tnstead thereof. 

And the Questton betng put on the Amendment, the House dtvtded; and 
tt was resolved tn the Affirmative. 

Then the matn Questton, so amended, betng put; 


Orders Ordered, That the rematntng Orders of the day be 
referred. postponed until Monday next. 


Then, on motton of Mr. Fournter, seconded by Mr. Mongenatis, 
The House adjourned until Monday next. 
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26 JANUARY 1849, 


The debate on this matter was reported by: BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 8 
February 1849, which acknowledged MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT as its source; 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 January 1849, and NIAGARA MAIL, 7 February 1849, 
the first part of which was not on the microfilm, and which has a few 
speeches identical to MONTREAL GAZETTE; PILOT, 29 January 1849, BRITISH 
WHIG,31 January 1849, GLOBE, 3 February 1849, PROVINCIALIST, 5 February 
1849, and BATHURST COURIER, 2 February 1849, in identical accounts, 
except that PROVINCIALIST did not report the resolutions, and BATHURST 


COURIER omitted several speeches; and MORNING CHRONICLE, 2 
LA MINERVE, 29 January 1849, noted the debate, 
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BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 8 February 1849, 

The debate on this matter was reported by: 

1849; BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 8 February 1849, 
TRANSCRIPT as its source; PILOT, 29 January 1849, GLOBE, 3 February 
1849, in identical accounts. Commentaries may be found in: PILOT, 
31 January 1849; STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 8 February 1849; LE JOURNAL DE 

QUEBEC, 1 February 1849; and GLOBE, 3 February 1849. 

PILOT, 29 January 1849. 
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PILOT, 29 January 1849, 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 January 1849. 
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BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 8 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 January 1849, 
BRITISH WHIG, 8 February 1849, 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 January 1849, 
PILOT, 29 January 1649. 
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MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 January 1849, 
BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 8 February 1849. 
IS}AUD) 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 29 January 1849. 
PROVINCIALIST, 5 February 1849, 


MONDAY, 29 JANUARY 1849, 


(37) 
Mr, Dtekson WALTER H, DICKSON, Esquire, Member for the Town 
takes his seat. of Niagara, having previously taken the Oath, aeccord- 


tng to Law, and subsertbed before the Commtsstoners 
the Roll containtng the same, took his seat in the House. 


Pettttons The following Petitttons were severally brought 
brought up. up, and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. Jobtn,--The Petttton of Andrew MacFarlane and others, of the 
the City of Montreal. 

By Mr. Chauveau,--The Petttton of the Reverend_P. Huot and others, of 
the Partsh of St. Foye, Counttes of Quebee and Portn tneuf; t the Petttton of 
Louts Legendre, | Esquire, and others, of the Partsh of St. Louts de Lotbintére; 
the Petition of Eugéne L'E cuyer, of the City of Quebec, | Notary Publte; and 

the Petition of George O'Kill ; mth Stuart, Esquire, and others, of the City of 
Quebece 

By Mr. Bouthtllter,--The Petttion of the Corporatton of the College 
of St. Hyacinthe. 

By Mr. Cauchon,--The Petition of the Reverend_L. Provancher and others, 
of Lambton and other Toumshtps, County of Megantic, 

By Mr. Seott of Two Mountatns,--The Petition of the Directors of the 
Academy of Berthter (aid to enlarge Butlding); the Petttton of Jean Baptiste 
Cartier and others, of St. pr ceigers du Lae: and the Petition of the 
of the Dtreetors of the Academy of Berthter (usual grant). 

By Mr, Fortter,--The Petition of J. B. Charland and others, of the 
Partsh of St. Grégotre, County of Nicolet. 

By Mr, Egan,--The Petttion of Alexander M'Donell and others. 

By Mr. Brooks, --The Petition of the Trustees of the Rtehmond Academy « 

By Mr, Seymour,--The Petition of Elijah Re Parks and others, of the 
late Province of Upper Canada; and the Petit ton of Richard Daverne, of 
Adotphustoun, Midland Distrtct. 

By the Honorable Mr. Cameron, of Kent, ~-The Petttion. of George Hyde, 
Esqutre, and others, of the Toumshtps of Sarnia and Plympton, un the 
Western District, and others of the Huron Tract; the Petttiton of James 
Porter, Esqutre, and others, tnhabttants of the northern Townships of 
the County of Kent. 

By the Honorable Mr. LaFontaine,--The Petition of the Montreal 
Protestant Orphan Asylum; the Petition of the Ladtes Directresses of the 
Montreal Protestant Orphan Asylum; and the Petttton of the Chtefs and 
Warriors of the Village of Abenakts, of St. Frangots du Lac St. Pterre. 

By the Honorable Mr. Sherwood,--The Petttton of Richard Watson, of 
the City of Toronto, Builder; and the Petition of J. E, Pell and others, 
Mechantes of the Ctty of Toronto. 

By Mr, Laurin,--The Petition of Charles Boyle, of the place called the 
"uns' Land," of the Partsh of St. Giles, in the District of Quebec. 

By the Honorable Mr. Badgley, --The Petition of G. Ja. Freligh and 
others, of the Townshtp of Stanbrtdge, tn the County of Misstsquot; the 
Petttton of J. Chamberlin, Esquire, and others, of the County of Misstsquot; 
and the Petition of E. De Bellefeutile and others, of the City of Montreal, 
Students at Law. 
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By Mr. Scott, of Bytown,--The Petition of John Ring and others, of the 
Tounshtp of Neapean. 
By Mr. Motman, --The Petttionroy Asus Laird and others, of the City oF 
Montreal; the Petttton of Thomas Paddock and others, of the Township o 
2) Py =) ia 
Puslinch, peer of Gore; the Petition of Alexander B. Orr and others, 
of North Easthope and other Townshtps of the Dtstrtect of Huron, Brock Broek, 
vellington; the Petttion of John Meyers and others, of the German n Block 
in the Township of Woolwich; the Petttton of Dantel Langley and others 


ana 


SSS ee eas > 
of North Easthope and other Townshtps of the District ass Huron and Welltngt 


and the Petttton of Ralph C. Nicholson and others, of the Township of 





JUM ipa Les. 

By Mr, Fournter,--The Petttton of the Reverend_J. L. Beaubten and 
others, of the Partsh of St. Thomas, in the County of L'Istet. 

By Mr, Wetenhall,--The Petttton of John Hawkins and others, of the 
Tounshtp of Woolwteh, Distriet of Wellington; the Petition of George J. 
Grange, Chatrman, and C. H. Webster, Secret ee on behalf of a Public 
Meeting of the Inhabttante of the District of } Vellington; the Petttton 
of Alfred A. Baker and others, of the Townshtps of Guelph and Eromosa, 

a RS RAR OE. SETI NES 3 =~ taka a 3 : eee eae 
District of Wellington; the Petition of Thomas Saunders and others, Oj 

the Township of Puslinech, District of Wellington; the Petition of James 
Burr_and others, of the Township of Nichol, District of Wellington; the 
Petttton of James M'Katg and others, of the Townshtp of Sete District 


9 


Wellington; the Petttton of Henry Cardwell acu others, of Holland and 
other Toumsht LDS, DestrtetioT Wellingtons ve ePaat Petttton of John D, M'Kenzte 
and others, of the Township of Beverly, strict of Gore; the Petttion 
of the Magtstrates of the District of hellington, mn Recetas Sesstons 
assembled; and the Pettitton of the Magtstrates of the Wellington District 
(Lteenses on Beer.) 

By the Honorable Mr, Boulton,--The Petttton of John Charlton and others, 
of the City of Toronto, and other places in the Home District. 

By Mr. Watts,--The Petitton of Willtam Montgomerte, Esquire, and 
others, of Grantham and the adjotning Townshtps, tn County of Drwmnond. 

By Mp. Holmes,--The Petition of the Honorable Joseph Bourret, Mayor, 
on behalf of a Meettng of the Inhabttants of the Coty of Montreal; and the 


Petttton of the Reverend John Bethune and others, of Montreal. 


(38) 

By Mr. Bell,--The Petttton of Alexander M'Donell, Esqutre, and others, 
of the south side of the River Ottawa, between the Town of Bytown and the 
Village of Pembroke. 

By the Honorable Mr. Laterrtére,--The Petition of George Chaperon, of 
Bate St. Paul, County of Saguenay; the Petttton of George ni AS and 
others, a f Bate St. Paul and St. Urbain, County of Saguenay; and the 
Petition of the Reverend J. on Gagnon and others, of Malbate and other 
Partshes, tn the County of Saguenay. 

By Mr, Chrtstte,--The Petitton of the Quebee Ltbrary Assoctatton. 

By the Honorable Mr, Htneks,--The Petttton of Benjanin Horner and 
others, of the Townshtp of Blenhetm, Distrtct of Brock, 

By Mr, Morrtson--The Petitton of William Leonard, of the Townshtp 
of Searborough; and the Petittton of David Wood and others, of the Toum- 
ship of Walpole. 

By Mr. M'Connell,--The Petttton of Erastus Ives and others, of the 
District of St. Francis. 

By Mr. Lemteux,--The Petttton of the Reverend W. King and others, of 
the Townshtp of Broughton, County of Megantic; and the Petition of E. 
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Duchesnay, Esqutre, and others, of that part of the County of Dorchester 
formerly constituting the County of Beauce. 

By Mr. Gugy, --The Petition oF Joseph D Donegant, of the Ctty of Montreal. 

By the Honorable Mr. Macdonald,--The Petttton of John H. Aussem, 
Esqutre, and others, of the Province of Canada. 

By Mr, Soltettor General Drummond,--The Petition of Willtam Duncan, 
of the Partsh of St. Ignace du Coteau du Lac, County of Vaudreuti; the 
Petttton of S..8. “Foster and others, the President and Dtrectors of the 
Shefford Academy; the Petttion of Benjamin Ouimet and others, of the 
oe of Upton; and the Petttton oF Mrs. M. Lunn, Dtrectress, and Mrs. 

Durnford, Secretary, on behalf of the University Lying-in Hospital, 

oe 

By the Honorable Mr. Price,--The Petition of the Justices of the Peace 
of the Home Dtstrtct, tn Quarter Sesstons assembled. 

By Mr, DeWttt,--The Petition of John Molson, Esqutre, and others, the 
Company of Proprtetors of the Montreal and Province Line Junetion Ratlway. 











Pettttons Pursuant to the Order of the day, the followtng 
read. Petittons were read:-- 


Of the Reverend P. J. Crevier and others, of the Parish of St. Augustin; 
praying indemnification for losses sustained by them during the Troubles 
of 1837 and 1838. 

Of H. M, LeMatre and others, of the Partsh of St. Benott, County of 
Two Mountains; praying tndemntficatton for losses sustained by them during 
the Troubles of 1837. 

Of the Reverend H. Moreau and others, of the Parish of St. Eustache, 
County of Two Mountains; praying tndemnificatton for losses sustatned by 
during the Troubles of 1837-8. 

of the Reverend F. Bonin and others, of the Parish of Ste. Scholastique; 
ale ig indemnification for losses sustained by them during the Troubles 

f 1837-8, 

Of Alexander Parker and others, of Caledonta and other Townships in 
the Distrtet of Ottawa; praying that the Board of Works be dtrected to 
complete the Road between the Des Outicas Bridge and the Bridge over the 
Pettitte Natton River at Hatfield, --and that the whole amount. voted for the 
improvement of the route e between L'Orignal and Bytown be expended there 
on without reference to tndivtdual interest. 

Of the Corporation of the College of Ste. Anne Lapocatiére; praying 
a grant of money tn atd of the satd College. 

Of James F. Fair and others, of the untted Townships of Dalhouste and 
Levant; praying a reduction of the qualtficatton of Munictpal Counerllors, 
and for a more equitable system of assessment. 

Of N. L. Freeman and others, of the Western Distrtet; praying atd to 
open a Road from the Town of Chatham to the Town of Wal Laceburgh. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the Distrtet of Niagara; praying that 
all houses kept for the sale of ale and beer be compeiled to take out 
a lteense for the same. 

Of John Clark, Esquire, President, on behalf of the Ntagara District 
Agricultural Soetety; praying certain amendments to the Act 3 Vic. cap. 54, 
for the encouragement of Agricultural Soctettes. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Mtagara; praying that measures 
be adopted for carrying out the original design of the subsertbers for the 
re-erection of Major General Sir Issae Brock's Monwnent in the satd District. 

Of John Tucker Williams, Esqutre, of the Townshtp of Hope, Dtstrtet of 
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Neweastle; praying that the Fast half of tot number nine in the first 
Concession of the satd Township be not ineluded in the proposed new Act of 
Incorporation of the Toun of Pore Hope. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl | of the District of Niagara; praying certain 
amendments to the extsting Deca eat 

Of Pirerre D, Hébert and others, of St. Cyprien, District of Montreal; 
praying tndenntfication for losses sustatned by them during the Troubles 
of 1837 and 18sé. 





Of Frangots Foueroult and others, of the Counttes of Chambly, Rowville, 
and Huntingdon, praying the abrogation of the tenures en fief and en 
CENSTVE, 

Of the Reverend M. Duguay and others, of Arthabaska, Chester, and 


Warwiek; praying for the improvement of certatn Roads theretn menttoned. 
f the Mmtetpal Counctl of the Dtstrtet of Wellington; praying an 


Act to authorize the Muntetpal Counetls to obtatn matertals for the repat 
of Roads from enclosed lands, upon payment to Ss oumers of the value of 
such matertals, to be ascertained by valuation. 
Of the Muntetpal Coynetl of the District of WARE Magee praying that 
tintctpal Counetls be authortzed to dispose of useless Road allowances. 
of Andrew Geddes and others, of the Dtstrtets of Wellington and Gore; 


praying to be tneorporated as the_Elora and Saugeen Road Company. 

Of John S. M'Collom and others, of the Townshtp of Nelson, District 
of Gore; - raying that a certain side line adjoining the farm of the satd 
John S. M'Collom be vested tn him in fee in lteu of the Road passing 
through his property. 

of Edouard Normand, of the Partsh of Ste. Marte Magdeletne du Cap de 
La Magdeletine, carpenter; praying indemtty for alleged loss and damage 
to his property by the construction of the Bridge over the River_St. 
Maurice. 

OF the Reverend Wrliltam Dunn and others, of the Township of Frampton 
praying atd to improve the Road leading to the City of Quebec. 

Of the James M'Kenzte and others, Merchants, Shipriggers, and others 
interested tn the trade of Shtp- -butlding at Quebee; praying that a Law 
be passed to secure a lien on Ships to parttes contributing to the butld- 
ing, repatring, or fitting up thereof, by loan of money or be advance of 
matertals or labor. 

Of the Lower Canada Agrtcultural Soctety; praytng for the establishment 
of an Agrtcultural School and Model Farm tn each Distrtet of Hastern Canada. 

OF 1G. Lge iles, Esqutre, and others, of the County of Drummond; praying 
that certain Townships in the satd County be set apart as a distinet Munic- 


(39) 





tpaltty. 

By W. C. Baynes, Esquire, of the Township of Kingsey; representing that 
his father, the late General Baynes, purchased a quantity of land in the 
year 1811, tn whtch there was found on survey to be a deftctency of 200 
acres; ond praying that he may be allowed an equtvalent for the satd 
defictency. 

Of W. Montgomery, of the Township of Durhan; representing that he has 
he has been obliged to pay certain costs and damages at law for acts per- 
formed by htm whtle in the consetenttous dt scharge of hts duttes as Justtce 
of the Peace, and praying tndemntftcatton. 

Of Thomas Bowerman and others, of the Townshtps of Sophtasburgh and 
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Hallowell, Distrtet of Prince Edward; praying that a certain part of the 
Gore be united to the Township of Hallowell, and that a certain part of 
that Toumshtp be untted to the Township of Sophiasburgh, 

Of the Canada Baptist Unton; praytng that all Seetarianism be removed 
from the Constttutton and Administration of King's College. 

Of the Canada Baptist Unton; praying that the Funds artsing from the 
sale of the Clergy Reserve Lands be applied to the purposes of popular 
Education, without reference to sect or creed. 

Of the Warden of the District of London; praying for the passing of an 
Act to render valtd certain By-laws passed by the Municipal Council of the 
satd District for the recovery of Rates. 

Of J. Scott, Esqutre, M. P. P. and others, of the District of Ottawa; 
praying that a like grant be made for the purposes of an Hospital in 
Bytoun for the benefit of the valley of the Ottawa as ts at present made 
to Kingston and Toronto. 

Of the Ststers of Charity of the General Hospital of Bytown; praying 
for atd tn support of the satd Instttutton. 

Of the Corporation of the City of Kingston, and of divers tnhabitants 
of the satd City; praying to be tneorporated as "The Ctty of Kingston 
Water Works Company." 

Of B. H. Charlebots, Esquire, and others, Phystctans and Surgeons of 
Lower Canada; praying certain amendments to the Act tneorporating the 
the Medteal Professton of Lower Canada. 

Of Robert Cassels and others of the Dtsttet of Quebec, and others; 
praying a grant of money to improve certain Roads under the dtrectton 
of the Quebee Turnptke Trustees. 

Of Joseph Bedard, Esqutre and others, of the Parish of Charlesbourg 
and other places; praying that the Road from Dorchester Bridge to the 
Chureh of Charlesbourg be placed under the control of the Quebec Turnptke 
Trustees. 

Of the Reverend_Frangots Boucher and others, of the Partsh of St. 
Ambroise and other places; praying atd to macadamize the L'Ormiére Road. 

Of the Reverend E. Payment and others, of the Partsh of Charlesbourg 
and other places; praytng that the Road leading from the Church of Charles- 
bourg to Dorchester Bridge, be placed under the control of the Quebee 
Turnptke Trustees, and that atd be granted for macadamtzing the same. 

Of the Muntetpal Counctl and divers inhabttants of St. Ambroise de la 
Jeune Lorette; praying that the Act 10 and 11 Vie. cap. 7, establishing 
Muntetpal Authortttes be repealed, and that the Act 8 Vie. cap. 40, be 
revived. 

Of the Honorable Louts Panet and others, Electors and Freeholders of the 
County of Quebec; praying for the opening of a Road to Lake St. Jean. 

Of John M'Cormick, supernumerary Tidewatter, of Quebec; praying 
compensation for a certain time during whtch he was rendered ineapable to 
perform hts duties, tn consequence of typhus fever contracted by him while 
on duty. 

Of the Reverend E. Payment and others, of the Partsh of Charlesbourg, 
County of Quebec; praying that Dorchester Brtdge be placed under the 
control of the Trustees of the Quebee Turnptke Roads. 

Of Thomas W. Lloyd, President, and others, Officers and Members of 
the St. George's Soctety of Quebec; praying an Act to tneorporate them 
peor ger title of "The St. George's Soctety of Quebec, founded A. D. 
LOdX6 
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Of the Grand River Navigatton Company; praying for an tnerease of 
thetr Capital Stock. — 
he the Grand River Navigatton Company 5 praying that a certain Act 
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f the Right Reverend the Bishop of Bytown; praying an Act of Incorp- 
oration for the College of Bytown. 

Of the Right Reverend tne Btshop of Bytown; praying an Act of Incorp- 
oration for "La Communauté des Révérendes Soeurs de la Charité." 

Of the Right Reverend the Bishop of Bytown; praying atd tn support 
of the College of Bytown. 

Of Louts Comte, of the City of Montreal, Master Mason and Contractor; 
praying the passing of an Act to endble hem to reeover-the payment of a 
sum of money due him for the erection of a Church and other butldings 
in the Partsh of St. Edouard. 

Of James P. Wells and others, Trustees of the Grammar School for the 
present Grammar School House, and to provide another more conventent and 
eligible tn the Town of L'Orignal,--and for the atd in support of the same. 

Of the Corporation of the College of L'Assomptton; praying an increased 
atd for the satd College. 

Of C.C. Greece and others, of the Townshtp of Grenville and parts 
adjacent tn Lower Canada; praying for the repeal of the Common School Law. 

Of F.X. Pratt, Esqutre, and others, of Stanfold and other Townships 


in the Distrtet of Three Rivers; praying for the ope ning and tmproving of 
certain Roads, and for the erectton of a Bridge, tn the satd Townshtps. 

Of Clovts Bourgeots, of the Parish of St. Grégotre, in the County 
of Nteolet; complatning of a certain exaction on the part of the Htgh 
FA nc of Three Rivers, and praying for provecty LON. 

’ the Reverend Antotne Ractne and others , of Stanfold and other 
make tn the District of Three Rivers; praying that rach of the Eastern 
Towunshtps may be erected into a district Muntctpality. 

of Jonn M'Intosh, of the Townshtp of London; praytng payment for certain 
wearing matertals furntshed to the men under Colonel the Honorable James 
Kerby, during the late Rebellton tn Upper Canada. 

Of Hugh Maefee and others, of the Townshtps of Dwnmer and Douro, District 
of Colborne; praying that measures be adopted to obtatn the repeal of the 
Impertal Act relating to the Clergy Reserves,--and for the abolttton of 
the Rectortes tn Upper Canada, and the application of the funds arising 
therefrom to purposes of general utility. 

Of L. Archambeault, Esquire, and others, of Ste. Marguerite de Blatr- 
findte; praying tndemntficatton for Losses sustatned by them during the 
Troubles of 1837 and 1838. 


(40) 
Of the Prestdent and Corporation of the College of Chambly; praying 
atd in support of the satd College. 
Of Mrs. Mary H. Mountatn and others, the Ladtes Managers of the Male 
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Orphan Asylum of Quebec; praying atd tn support of the satd Asylum, 

Of I. Panneton and others, of the Parish of Three Rivers ; praying for 
the adoption of a more equitable system of exacting tithes in Lower Canada, 
Of the Muntctpal Counctl of the District of Neweastle; praying for 

certatn amendments.to be Common School Act. 

Of Joseph Morrin, Esquire, and others, Phystctans and Surgeons, members 
and professors of the School of Medicine of Quebec; praying a grant of 
money in atd of the satd School. 

Of Oltvter Blais, of the City of Quebec, seaman; praying indemnification 
for loss sustained by him, to the amount of forty-one pounds etght shillings 
and ninepence currency, tn conveytng certain Emigrants from Quebee to 
Miramteht, (New Brunswick,) at the request of the Chtef Emigrant Agent. 

Of Willtam | Price, Esquire, and others, of the City of Quebee and its 
vtetnity; praying ng that the Duttes on salted and fresh provistons, grain 
and flour, be repealed. 

Of John Beckton and others, of Canada West; praying that the jurisdiction 
of the Divtston Courts in Upper Canada be extended. 

Of the Reverend Alexander Macdonell and others, o oh the Parish of 
St. Luke, tne luding the Towunshtps of North and South P eae Al fre red, 
and part of Caledonia; praying that the waste lands of the Crown and 
the Clergy Reserve Lands tn the satd Partsh be reduced in price, or 
granted free of charge to actual settlers. 

Of Robert Conroy and others, of Bytoun and tts viectntty; praying the 
College of By: Bytoun may receive a ltke support by Legtslative atd as the 
other Colleges of Upper Canada. 

Of Henry P. Croft and others, of the Parish of St. Louts de Kamouraska; 
praying certain amendments of the Law for the protection and preservation 
of certain game and wtld fowl. 

Of E. C. Thomas, President, and Thomas M. Simons, secretary of the 
"Hamilton and Gore Mechantes' Institue;" praying an Act of Incorporation 
for the satd Institution. 


On motion of Mr. Jobin, seconded by Mr. Bouthillier, 





Stormont Ordered, That the Select Committee appointed to try 
Eleetton. the merits of the Petitton complaining of an 


undue Election and Return for the County of 
Stormont, have leave to adjourn unttl Tuesday, the twentteth day of Feb- 
ruary next, at noon. 





Petitton of the Ordered, That the Petttton of the Montreal and 
Lachine Ratlroad Lachine Ratlroad Company; the Petitton of 

Company $ Thomas W. Lloyd, President. and others, Offtcers 
Of T. W. Lloyd and Members of the St. George's Soctety of Quebec; 
and_others; the Petttton of 3 the Corporation of the City of 

Of the Corpo- Kingston, and divers inhabitants of the satd 
ration of Citys andthe Petttion of Alexandre M, Delisle 
Kingston; and B. H. LeMoine, of the City of Montreal, 

Of A.M. Delisle Esqutres, and of Jean Bte. Debten, juntor, of the 
and others; Parish of Ste. Rose, tn the District of “eee 


be referred t to the Standing Committee on Standt 


Orders. 
Of A. Parker Ordered, That the Petttton of Alexander Parker and 


and others; others, of Caledonia and other Townships, tn the 
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District of Ottawa, be referred to the Standing Committee on Road and 
Bridge Bills. 


Of J. Smo- Ordered, That the Petittton of Joseph Smolinski, 

LENSE: of Montreal, be referred to the Standing Com- 
mittee on Contingenctes. 

Of A. Douglas Ordered, That the Petttton of Alexander Douglas and 

and others; others, of the District of Ntagara, be referred 


to the Standing Committee on Ratlroad and Tele- 
graph Line Btlls. 


Of J. M'Kenzte Resolved, That the Petttton of James M'Kenzte and 
and others re- others, Merchants, Shtp-riggers, and others 
ferred, interested tn the trade of Shtp-butlding at 
Se ; : 2 aes 

the ae Quebec, be referred to a Select Commtttee, comn= 
posed of Mr. Méthot, Mr. Lemteuz, Mr. Cauchon, Mr. Egan, and Mr. Laurin, 


to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon with all conventent 
speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Geological The Honorable Mr, Price, one of Her Majesty's 
Report. Executive Counetl, presented, by command of Hts 


Excellency the Governor General,--Geologtcal Report 
of the North Shore of Lake Huron, by_W. E. Logan, Esquire, Provinetal 
Geologtst. 


Appendix (G. ) For the satd Report, see Appendix (G.) 


Ordered, That five hundred coptes of the satd Report be printed for the 
use of the Members of thts House. 


Report on Mr, Seott, of Two Mountatns, from the Select 
Petttton of Committee to whieh was referred the Petition of Joseph 
J. Outmette, Outmette and others, of St. Eustache and other Parishes, 
and others. tn the County of Two Mountains, presented to the House 





the Report of the satd Committee, which was again 
read, as followeth:-- 
Your Committee having duly constdered the mertts of the Petttton re- 
ferred to them, unantmously agree to submit the same to the favorable 
constderatton of your Honorable House. 


Bytown_and Ordered, That the Entrtes in the Journals of thts 
L'Ortgnal Road. House of the 17th and 25th June, and 4th July, 


1847, and 9th March, 1848, relattve to the 
Bytown and L'Ortgnal Road, be referred to the Standing Committee on Road 
and Bridge Btrlls. 


On motton of Mr. Macdonald, of Glengarry, seconded by Mr. Holmes, 


Prescott Ordered, That the Petition of Witiltam K. M'Kenzte, 
Electton. of L'Ortgnal, in the County of Prescott, Esquire, 


eomplaining of the undue Election and Return of 
Thomas Hall Johnson, Esqutre, as a Member to represent the County of Prescott 
in thts present Parltament, be taken tnto constderation by thts House, on 
Monday, the twenty-stxth day of February next, at the hour of four o'clock 
P. M.; and that notice to that effect, tn writting, be forthwith gtven by 


SAL 


Mr. Speaker to the Pettttoner, hts counsel or agent, according to the 
provistons of the second clause of an Act passed, by the Parltament of 
Upper Canada, during the fourth year of the Retgn of His late Majesty 
George the fourth, chapter four. 





Petitton of W. Ordered, That the Petttton of Willtam Price, Esqutre, 
Price and others. and others, i, the Ctty of Quebec and tts vicinity, 
be printed for the use of the Members of thts 
House. 
On motton of Mr, Davignon, seconded by Mr. Bouthillter, 
Longueutl_ and Resolved, That thts House will, to-morrow, resolve 
Chambly Turn- ttself into a Committee, to constder the expe- 
ptke Road. dtency of amending the Ordinance 4 Vic. ac. 16, 
tn so far as tt relates to the manner of levying 
(47) 
Tolls on the Longueutl and Chambly Turnptke Road. 
Mr, George The Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin, one 
Brown. of Her Majesty's Executive Counetl, presented, 





pursuant to an Address to Hts Excellency the Governor 
General,--Return to an Address from the Legtslative Ass embly to Hts Excel- 
leney the Governor General, dated 25th January, 1849, praying that he 
ight be pleased to direct the proper Officer to lay before them, a Copy 
of the Presentment of the Grand Jury of the Mtdland District at the last 
Court of Oyer and Terminer for that Dtstrtet, relative to the refusal of 
George Brown, Esqutre one of the Commtsstoners for investigating the 
affatrs of the Provinetal Penttenttary, to give evtdence before the said 
Jury on a charge of Perjury preferred against one James M'Carthy. 
By Command, 
J. LESLIE, Secretary. 
Secretary's Offtce, 29th January 1849. 
Offtee of Attorney General for Upper Canada, 
Montreal, 26th January, 1849. 


The Queen vs. M'Carthy. 

Str,--I have the honor to transmtt a Copy of the Presentment of the 
Grand Jury of the Midland District tn thts case, whtch has been called 
for by an Address of the House of Assembly of the 25th instant, as returned 
to me by Mr. Richards, the gentleman who had charge of the Crown business 
of that Dtstrtet at the last Asstzes. 

I have the honor, &c., 
(Stgned,) ROBERT BALDWIN. 


The Honorable James Leslie, 
Provinetal Secretary, &c. &c. &e. 


(Copy.) 

Midland District, to wtt: 

Grand Jury Room, September 26th, 1848. 

James Hopkirk, Esquire, appeared before the Grand Jury and made a 
complaint against James M'Carthy for wilful and corrupt perjury in a 
statement made before the Commisstoners of the Penttenttary. 

George Brown, Brown Esquire, one of the Witnesses and a Commtsstoner, states 
that ne ts of opt opinion that tt would be highly injurtous to the Publte 


oL2 


Servtece to proceed to take evtdence on thts complatnt at the present stage 
of the business, as a Report of the Commtsstoners has not yet been furntshed 
to the Government, and declines gtving evidence on thts complaint unless 
ordered by the Court, as the proceedings of the Commisstoners are not yet 
closed. 

(Stgned,) THOMAS ASKEW, 


Foreman. 
Gaspé Fishing The Honorable Mr, Attorney General LaFontatne, 
and Coal Mining one of Her Majesty's Executtve Council, presented, 
Company. pursuant to an Address to Hts Excellency the Governor 


General, dated the 23rd instant, and praying that 
Hts Excellency would be pleased to cause to be latd before them, coptes 
of the documentary evidence, exhtbitts, and papers, tn virtue whereof the 
Order of Hts Excellency in Counctl, beartng date at Montreal, the twenty- 
first day of November last, relating to "The Gaspé Fishing and Coal Mining 
Company" took place, gtving effect to the Act passed tn the seventh year 
of Her Majesty's Reign, tntituled, "An Act to ineorporate Charles Cunningham, 
‘tchard Norman, Samuel Amory, and others, forming a Jotnt Stock Company 
for carrying on the Fishery in the Gaspé District and Gulf of St. Lawrence, 
and Coal Mining, tn the satd District," and the Acts supplementary to tt. 


Appendix (H.) For the satd Return, see Appendix (H.) 
Usury Laws, The Honorable Mr. Hineks, one of Her Majesty's 


Executive Counetl, presented, pursuant to an Address 
to Hts Excellency the Governor General,--Return to an Address from the 
Legtslative Assembly to Hts Excellency the Governor General, dated 25th 
January, 1849, for all Communications which have passed between Her Majesty's 
Secretary of State for the Colontes and Hts Excelleney, upon the subject 
of the Coltontes and Hts Excellency, upon the subject of the repeal or 
modtfticatton of the Usury laws, and all other documents whitch may be tn 
the possesston of the Government relating thereto. 


Appendix (I.) For the satd Return, see Appendix (I.) 


Ordered, That five hundred coptes of the satd Return, wtth the accompany- 


tng Documents, be printed for the use of the Members of thts House. 


Constttuenctes. Also, Return to an Address from the Legtslative 
Assembly to Hts Excellency the Governor General, 

dated the 25th «instant, praytng for a Tabular Return stating the names 

of the vartous Constttuenctes tn Upper and Lower Canada, respectively, the 

number of Representatives, and the number of Inhabttants in each Constttuency, 

beginning wtth the largest and ending with the smallest, in each sectton 

of the Provinee respecttvely. 


Appendix (J.) For the Return, see Appendix (J.) 

Toronto Harbour Also, Return to an Address from the Legislative 
Dues and Queen's Assembly to Hts Excellency the Governor General, dated 
Wharf. the 25th tnstant, praying that His Excellency would 


be pleased to cause to be latd before them, a Return 
of the amount collected for Harbour Dues at the Port of Toronto, for the 
year 1848; and also, sttll due to the Government on account of sums ad- 
vaneed upon the authority of certain Acts of Parltament of Upper Canada, 


Si3 


for constructing and repatring the Queen's Wharf at the entrance of the 
satd Harbour. 


Appendix (K.) For the satd Return, see Appendix (K.) 
Rebellton And also, Return to an Address of the Legislative 
Claims (UP Cs) Assembly to Hts Excellency the Governor General, dated 


24th January, 1849, for a Return of the sums collected 
under the provistons of the Act, intttuled, "An Act to provide for the pay- 
ment of elatms artstng out of the Rebellion and Invaston in Upper Canada, 
and to approprtate the Duttes on Tavern Licenses to local purposes." 

A Return of the sums collected under the provtstons of the Act, 
intttuled, "An Act to provide for the payment of claims arising out of 
Rebellton and Invasion in Upper Canada, and to appropriate the Duttes 
on Tavern Licenses to local purposes." 


Amount from 5th Aprtl, 1845, to 31st 


DICUTLUI Yas LO LG: kevere @ Glalwnlee ¢ slee 6 6.66 7,052 9 Js 
Do. from ist February, 1846, to 31st 

OMIT AAG et eile 0. oes 8 iehe eee Ged 715607, & 3 
Do. from ist February, 1847, to 31st 

PUY SLOLG gels cscs 0 seiwe ee ews Go, oo. Ja) 2 
Do. from Ist February 1848, to 24th 

COMI, AGEs ss ons » + «alae sare a's 10,673 4 29 


£38,658 9 22 
JOS. CARY, 


Deputy Inspector General. 


Inspector General's Office, 
Montreal, 24th January, 1849. 


Ordered, That the satd Return be printed for the use of the Members of 
thts House. 


Assessment The Honorable Mr, Hineks presented, pursuant to 
Returns. (U.C.) the dtreetitons of an Act of the Provinetal Parltanent 


of Upper Canada,--Assessment Returns for Upper Canada 
for 1847 and 1848, 


Appendix (L.) For the satd Assessment Returns, see Appendtx (L.) 


MR. MACFARLAND + moved to refer the entries on the Journals respecting 
the removal of the District Town of Niagara, to a Select Committee. 


MR. DICKSON objected to the motion and wished to know whether the 
government approved of this mode of procedure?3 


The INSP. GEN. in the absence of the Attorney General West, replied 
that the government had not taken the subject into consideration, he could 
however see no objection to refer the matter to a Committee, when the 
Committee reported, it would be time enough to discuss it. 


MR. DICKSON then objected to the appointment of the Committee excepting 
by the House. This was matter of great public importance, and if the 
District town was moved, others might be treated in the same manner. 


MR. CAUCHON ((said a few words.))°® 
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MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN (who had just returned to his place) said that 
the government had not taken the matter into their consideration and he 
did not think this was a question they were bound to consider with a view 
to form an opinion on it as a government. In a former session he had 
voted with the hon. member for Niagara on the subject and he might 
probably do so again, when the question came up for discussion, as an 
individual member. / 


((There was)) some further dabaren 


(42) 
Niagara District Mr, M'Farland moved, seconded by the Mr. Thomp- 
Town. son, and the Questton betng put, That the Entrtes in 


the Journals of thts House of the 16th April, 1846, 
and 21st of March, 1848, whtch relate to the removal of the District Town 
of the Distriet of Ntagara, and containing the proceedings on the Petttton 
of the Muntetpal Counetl of the said District, be referred to the Select 
Committee to whtch was referred to the Select Committee to whitch was 
referred the Petttton of Robert Hobson and others, District Counctllors 
and Magtstrates for the District of Niagara, and other references, 

The House dtvtded: 
Yeas, 31. 
Nays, 27. 
So tt was resolved in the Affirmative. 
MR. CHRISTIE? moved for all correspondence relative to the translation 
of Mr. Justice Bedard. 10 
MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE had great pleasure in informing the House, 
that all the correspondence should be laid before it--(hear, hear.)il 
(42) 
On motton of Mr. Christte, seconded by Mr. Gugy, 


Mr, Justice Resolved, That an hwnble Address be presented to Hts 
Bedard and Excellency the Governor General, praying Hts 

Mr, Justice Excellency wtll be gractously pleased to cause 
Aylwin. to be latd before this House, coptes of any 


correspondence that may have taken place between 
the Executtve Govermment and the Honorable Mr, Justtee Bedard, antertor and 
relative to nts translation from the Bench of Judges at Quebec to that of 
Montreal, together wtth coptes of his Commtsstons, as well to the former 
as to the latter; also, coptes of any letters of correspondence between the 
Executive and the Honorable Mr. Justice_Aylwin, relattve to hts appotntment 
to the Bench of Quebee as successor of Mr. Justice Bedard; and coptes of 
any correspondence (not of a confidential nature) between Hts Excellency 
and Her Majesty's Government in England, relative to both or etther of those 
appointments, and that may relate to the precedence clatmed by Mr, Justtce 
Bedard, in the Court of Queen's Bench at Montreal, over the Honorable 


ed ° . 
Messteurs Justtces Day and Smith. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 


General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the 
Executive Counetl of thts Province. 


3 is, 


Limited Part- Ordered, That Mr. Morrtson have leave to bring in 
nerships Bill. : a Btll to authorize limtted Partnerships in 
(U7. Cod Upper Canada. 


He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Monday, the nineteenth of February next. 


Assessment Ordered, That the Honorable Mr, Hincks have leave 
LS to bring tn a Btll to establtsh a more equal and 


just system of Assessment in the several Town- 
shtps, Villages, Towns and Cittes in Upper Canada. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Tuesday, the thirteenth of February next. 


Message from A Message from the Legtslative Counetl by Charles 
the Counctl. de Léry, Esquire, one of the Masters in Chancery:-- — 
Partreron oF Mr. Speaker, 

Longs GC. , Bill. The Legislative Counctl have passed the Bill, 


tntttuled, "An Act to amend and extend certain 
provisions of an Act to factlttate the partition of Lands, Tenements, 
and Hereditaments in certain cases in Lower Canada," without any Amend- 


REE 
ment. 
And then he wtthdrew. 
Frivolous Op- Ordered, That Mr. Chauveau have leave to bring tn 
posttions Bill. a Bull for preventing frivolous and vexrattous 
Caan Oppostttons to the setzure of moveables or of 


tmmoveables, and for the better ensuring the 
executive of Judgements of the Courts of Law tn Lower Canada. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Monday next. 


Brit to facitttate Ordered, That Mr. Chauveau have leave to bring tn 
Actions against a Btll to factlitate Acttons against persons 
untneorporated assoctated for Commerctal purposes, and against 
Bodtes. untneorporated Soetettes and Companies. 


He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Monday next. 


Canada Resolved, That a Select Committee composed of Mr. 
Gazette. Duchesnay, the Honorable Mr, Laterrtére, Mr. 


Bouthtliter, Myr. Guillet, and Mr, Davignon., be 
appotnted to enqutre into the system adopted in the dtstrtbutton of the 
Canada Gazette, to report thereon with all conventent speed; wtth power 
to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Registry Law Ordered, That Mr. Smith, of Frontenac, have leave 
BUC.) Ble. to bring in a Btll to amend the Registry Laws 


of Upper Canada. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
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recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second 
time, on Monday next. 


On motion of the Honorable Mr. Attorney General LaFontatne, seconded 
by the Honorable Mr. Htneks, 





Indemnity to Resolved, That thts House will, on Tuesday, the stxth 
Members. day of February next, resolve ttself into a 


Committee to take tnto consideration the expedt- 
ency of establishing, by Law, the Indemntty to be granted to the Members 
of thts. House, and of providing for the payment thereof. 

On motton of the Honorable Mr, Attorney General LaFontaine, seconded 
by Mr, Soltettor General Drummond, 


Rebellton Resolved, That thts House wtll, on Friday, the 
Losses. (i Co) ninth day of February next, resolve ttself into 


a Commtttee to take tnto consideration the ne- 
cesstty of establtshing the amount of Losses tneurred by certatn tnhabttants 
tn Lower Canada during the poltttcal Troubles of 1837 and 1838, and of 
providing for the payment thereof. 





School Law Ordered, That the Honorable Mr, Attorney General 
(L.C.) Bett. LaFontatne have leave to bring in a Btll to 


amend the School Law of Lower Canada. 
He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Tuesday, the thtrteenth day of February next. 


Court of Appeal Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Attorney General 
and Criminal LaFontatne have leave to bring tn a Bill to 
Jurtsdtcetton establtsh a Court having jurtsdtctton tn 

BELEN Cs Cay Appeals and Crimtnal matters for Lower Canada. 


He accordingly presented the said Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Tuesday, the thirteenth day of February next. 


Courts of Civil Ordered, That the Honorable Mr, Attorney General 
Jurtsdtction LaFontatne have leave to bring tn a Btll to 
BLT As (Lay) amend the Laws relative to the Courts of Ortgtnal 


Ctvtl Jurisdiction tn Lower Canada. 
He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 


(43) 
on Tuesday, the thirteenth day of February next. 


Gaspé Judtca- Ordered, That the Honorable Mr, Attorney General 
ture Bill. LaFontatne have leave to bring in a Bill to anend 


the Law relative to the Admtntstration of Justtce 
tn Gaspé. 
He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Tuesday, the thtrteenth day of February next. 


Sty 


Bill requiring Ordered, That Mr. Morrison have leave to bring. in 
Mortgages to be a Btll requiring Mortgages of personal property 
filed. in Upper Canada to be ftled. 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Wednesday, the twenty-first day of February next. 

On motton of the Honorable Mr. Boulton, seconded by Mr. Richards, 


Bank Tas. Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
Hts Excelleney the Governor General, praying 
him that he will be pleased to direct the proper Offtcer to lay before 
thts House, a tabular, monthly, or such other pertodtcal Return of the 
tssue of Bank Notes by the several Banks in thts Provinee, as may be 
conventently had during the several years stnce the tmpostiton of the 
Bank Tax, to the thtry-first December last, with the amount of the Tax 
levted on each such pertodical Return of each Bank respectively. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excellency the Governor 
General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the 
Executive Counetl of thts Provinee. 


Winter Roads. Ordered, That Mr. Laurin have leave to bring in a 
(iC. 2) Bett. Bull to repeal the Laws relating to Winter 


Roads in Lower Canada. 
He accordingly presented the said Btll to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second 
time, on Monday next. 
On motton of Mr. Macdonald, of Glengarry, seconded by Mr. Holmes, 





Clerteal Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His 
Visttors of xceellency the Governor General, praying him to 
Sick Emigrants. be pleased to cause to be latd before thts House, 
Ist. A Return of all suns of money patd during 
Schools and 1848, for the service of 1847, to Clerical Visttors 
Colleges. of stek Emtgrants at Grosse Isle, Quebec, Montreal, 
and elsewhere, with the name and claims of each 
Clergy rectptent.--2nd. A Return of all spectal grants 
Reserves, to Schools and Colleges, (not tneluding the annual 


grant for Upper and Lower Canada of £50,000,) 
with the parttculars of the expenditure in each case, the names of the 
Teachers of Professors who are employed, the number of puptls who share in 
the benefit, and tne course of tnstructton pursued,--also, the Reltgtous 
body (tf any) with which the Institution ts connected.--3rd. A Return of 
all the expenditure of the Clergy Reserves money, gtving the particulars 
of each outlay since the passing of the Imperial Act relating to the satd 
Reserves; also, coptes of all the correspondence or documents recetved by 
Government relative to the surplus fund now accruing from the Reserves, and 
the aggregate amount of such surplus fund. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 


General, by such Members of this House as are of the Honorable the 
Executive Counetl of this Provtnee. 





Thompson's Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Price have leave to 
Reltef Bill. bring in a Bill for the relief of Joseph Richard 


Thompson. 
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He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second 
time, on Monday the ftfth day of February next. 


MR. INSP. GEN, HINCKS,!2 seconded by MR. AT GEN. BALDWIN, moved for 
the order of the day that the House resolve itself into a Committee of 
the whole to take into consideration the Resolutions of the Inspector 
General wherefrom to draw up an Address to Her Majesty for the Repeal of 
the Navigation Laws, so far as the St. Lawrence was concerned.13 


(43) 
Navigation The House, according to Order, proceeded to take 
Laws. tnto further constderatton the Questton proposed on 


Friday last, That this House do now resolve ttself 
tnto a Committee to constder the proprtety of adopting an Address to Her 
Majesty on the subject of the repeal of the Navigatton Laws. 


MR. PAPINEAU commented on that part of the Address in answer to the 
Speech from the Throne, which he read.14 ((He)) desired to have those 
words erased which spoke of the navigation of the St..Lawrence being left 
free to foreign vessels, under such restrictions as His Excellency should 
see fit to impose. He thought no foreigners would come under so change- 
ablel arbitrary and fluctuatingl©® a regime as that would bel’, He 
remarked, that the last paragraph was more than useless, as the navigation 
would most likely be regulated by Treaty or Act of Parliament, and ought 
to be left to the legislation of the Governor, who is without the aid 
of his Counsel.+ However, in practice this could be a matter of little 
consequence. He did not object to the house going into a committee on 
the subjectl?, 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS overruled the objection of the hon. member for 
St. Maurice, by suggesting that the hon. gentleman could advance any 
amendment while the House was in Committee, when the Clauses in the 
Resolutions would be separately considered, 29 


(43) 
And the Questton betng put; 

Resolved, That thts House do not resolve ttself tnto a Committee to con- 
stder the proprtety of adopting an Address to Her Majesty on the 
subject of the repeal of the Navigation Laws. 

MR. THOMPSON ((was)) requested to act as Chairman.2t 


(43) 
The House accordingly resolved ttself tnto the satd Commtttee. 


Mr. Thompson took the Chatr of the Committee; 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS ... said it was gratifying to him to know that it 
was the feeling of the majority of the hon. members of the house, that they 
wished the repeal of the Navigation Laws.22 Some difference of opinion 
might arise, and had risen, upon the subject of restrictions?3, Notwith- 
standing the statements expressed by the hon. mover of the amendment, and 
those contained in the address of 1847, he could assure the house that24 
in framing his portion of the Address, every care had been taken, and every 
consideration had been touched upon 5 by the present Government before it 
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was brought before the hiaete” The clause in question would admit of but 
one interpretation2/--a good one--the repeal of the Navigation Laws. 
Gentlemen opposite might think the object was not a good one, but he could 
say such was not the sentiment entertained by hon, members on his side 

of the house“’. He might be told, that Great Britain would continue the 
system of protection, but he maintained that all parties would desire 

the opening of the navigation.29 There was a party in Great Britain 

who wished to return to the system of restriction and protection; and 

were the amendment29 of the hon. member for Hamilton, moved on Friday 
night, viz.: That the resolution be referred to a committee for further 
investigation, and for the examination of evidence; and that a repeal 
might be made thereon, &c.,&c., 24 to be carried, the effect would be to 
keep back the repeal of the Navigation Laws,22 OR. MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS 
explained the motives which induced his motion, and stated his reasons 

why the proposed amendment should be adopted....He then alluded to 

certain observations made by some hon. members on Friday night, to the 
effect that a reaction in favor of the repudiated system of protection was 
taking place, and that that country was likely at no distant period to 
return, at least in part, to her former protective policy33, It was also 
said that the present ministry in England were wishing to return to this 
restrictive policy; and it was known that there was a party who were 
strenuously opposed to the repeal of the Navigation Laws.,24 The party 

now in power in England was in favor of free Trade principles. The 
Government there had been wrongfully opposed by the Parliament party who 
had attempted to repress all parties here as being against the Free Trade 
movement and the abrogation of the Navigation Laws, They had heard 

much of the feelings of the English people having changed--that a reaction 
had taken place against the subject of Free Trade,22 It had also been 
said by 36 the Hon. member for Hamilton, who by the way, was not in the 
House on Friday night, 3/ that a son of Sir Robert Peel's had published an 
address?° corroberative of the feeling in favor of protection which was 
gradually increasing in England39, He (Mr. Hincks) had been at some 
trouble to hunt up this address, and he found the sentiments expressed by 
Sir Robert Peel's son, to be directly opposed to what had been given on 
the occasion referred.to. The hon. gentleman here read an extract from 
the address, in which it was stated that he would resist every attempt to 
return to the protective system, unless it was proved, by the largest 
experience, that the repeal of the corn laws was the cause of the commercial 
depression which had lately been prevalent in England?9 "a result which, 
however, he did not expect "41 (Hear, hear.) What more could a free 
trader say than what had been thus stated by Mr. Peel.' Hon, members 
opposed to him had laid great stress upon the subject of the Election 

for the West Riding of York, and the triumph claimed for protectionists 

in the return of Mr. Denison; but43 he could remove this impression from 
the minds of hon. members, by reading them an extract from that gentleman's 
speech to the electors. What did Mr. Denison say?--that "he would be a 
madman who would wish to restore protection"4>, and he was not sorry 

that the corn laws had been repealed. 46 If such was the tone of the 
Protectionist candidate+’ who had been returned to the Imperial Parliament 
for the West Riding of York 48, and there was not prospect of that party 
coming into power in England49 at the present time-9 that House ought to 
stir itself for the purpose that must be common at all.°l Were the 
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amendment to be carried it would be placing a power in the hands of the 
Protectionist. In the second amendment moved he saw nothing of importance 
that would make him alter the resolution proposed by the present Ministry, 
notwithstanding what had fallen from the hon. member for St. Maurice 2 

by which it appeared that hon. members seemed to argue this way--"who 
wished for the repeal of these laws? this would result from an exercise 
of the prerogative and why should the country cee everything to the 
Americans, while they would give us nothing?"> The object of the 

address was to get a repeal of the Navigation Laws, and the free 
navigation of the St. Lawrence. No doubt the privilege of allowing vessels 
to pass through our river was a prerogative of the Crown and this power 
the Ministry wished to be placed in the hands of the Colonial Government. 
What easier than such a thing? a simple despatch would achieve the whole 
object. If this power was granted, it would place them in a better 
position to arrange with their neighbours of the United States-© with 
regard to the coasting trade, that was, by the measures of the Home 
Government, left intact, as respects the Colonies. It was left to our 
local management, and>’ were it28 found desirable to establish a system 

of reciprocity with the Americans2? he had learned something from them 
that would make him endeavor to get something equal in return. If the 

act introduced by Mr. Gladstone was passed, Canada would then have the 
power to legislate for herself, respecting her reciprocity with the 

United States. It had been objected that the resolution went too much 
into detail, but©9 he maintained that details were befitting and necessary 
at present; his great object was to strengthen the hands of those in 
England who desired the repeal, 61 He hoped, therefore the house would 

not adopt the amendment, as if they did they would strengthen the hands 

of the opponents of free trade in England.62 It was possible that 

certain duties would be maintained there and here for the purpose of 
revenue. This he would not object to, but he was decidedly adverse to 
duties levied purposely for the sake of Protection, for was that system 
adopted, they might well explain, "what need of the repeal of those laws?'"63 
If they ever asked for a protective duty of 4s or 5s a quarter on flour, 
it would be referred to as a fact that we, in Canada, were not in favor 

of free trade. In his opinion it would be wrong to ask for a fixed duty, 
in case it might go to keep back the Repeal of the Navigation Laws, on 
which he hoped they were all agreed.© 


The Clerk here read the Recolucione 

RESOLVED, As the opinion of this Committee, that an humble Address be 
presented to Her Most Gracious Majesty, to assure Her Majesty of the devoted 
loyalty of the people of this Province, and of their sincere attachment 
to Her Majesty's person and Government--To represent to Her Majesty that 
this House feels it to be a duty incumbent upon it to take the earliest 
opportunity to assure Her Majesty that the sentiments of the people of this 
Province on the subject of the Repeal of the British Navigation Laws 
which were expressed to Her Majesty in a joint Address from the two Houses 
of the Provincial Parliament in the month of July, 1847, remain unchanged; 
that, delay in removing the present restrictions on the employment of 
Foreign Shipping, would, in the opinion of this House, be highly injurious 
to the Carrying Trade of the St. Lawrence; that, in order to secure this 
Trade, the Province, relying on the continuance of the protection which 
was then enjoyed by Colonial products in the Markets of Great Britain, 


incurred a large debt for the construction of a line of Ship Canals, 

by means of which the cost of inland transport has been very materially 
reduced; that, owing to the difficulties attending the navigation of 

the St. Lawrence, the greater length of the voyage, and the higher rates 
of insurance, freights are likely at all times to range higher at Quebec 
than at New York, but that the practical effect of the Navigation Laws 

is not only to prevent the possibility of a fair connection between the 
two routes, but actually to give direct encouragement to American shipping, 
not only through the Canals of the State of New York, but at the sea-ports 
of the United States; that, at the seaports of the United States, shipping 
can generally be procured to carry any quantity of produce that may 

be offered, without a very material increase of freight, but that even in 
case of scarcity, as the navigation is open throughout the year. Foreign 
shipping can readily be procured in Europe at fair remunerative rates of 
freight, and without serious inconvenience or loss of time; that at 
Quebec, on the other hand, the exporter is compelled to rely on the 
regular traders to the port, so that when an unusual accumulation of 
produce takes place, vessels can not be procured, and freights immediately 
rise to most exhorbitant (sic) rates; that means exist of engaging British 
shipping to meet the sudden demands which the nature of the trade causes, 
as such shipping is seldom to be met with at American ports unless under 
specific orders, or the engagements of a Charter; that the early closing 
of navigation on the St. Lawrence renders it difficult, if not impossible, 
to obtain shipping from England to supply the sudden demands which, from 
the nature of the trade, are constantly arising, and which could readily 
be supplied at the American seaports whence vessels would at any time come 
round to the St. Lawrence if assured of remunerative freights; that the 
uncertainty which at all times prevails as to the route by which the 
products of the west will be transported to the sea board, must operate 

to prevent Brisish vessels coming to the St. Lawrence in sufficient 
numbers to ensure moderate freights to England, whence a large supply of 
products ... sent by the St. Lawrence has the effect of diverting those 
products through the Erie Canal to New York. That the navigation laws 
have likewise had a most injurious influence on the import trade of the 
Province; that it has not unfrequently (sic) happened that Canadian 
importers of sugars being unable to procure British vessels on any terms 
at Havanna and other foreign ports, have been compelled to import their 
cargoes in American bottoms to New York, and thence through the American 
Canals to Canada, when, but for the restrictions imposed by the Navigation 
Laws, they would have imported them by the St, Lawrence in foreign 

bottoms which could have been readily procured. That this House has 
observed with much satisfaction, that a Bill was introduced into the House 
of Commons during the last Session of the Imperial Parliament for the 
Repeal of the Navigation Laws, and this House being of opinion that the 
provisions of that Bill are calculated to remove those restrictions from 
which the trade of this province is now suffering, most humbly pray that 
Your Majesty will be graciously pleased to recommend the subject of the 
repeal of the Navigation Laws to the favorable consideration of the 
Imperial Parliament. And this House would further humbly play (sic), 

that your Majesty will be graciously pleased to authorize the Governor 

of this Province to permit Foreign vessels to navigate the St. Lawrence 
above Quebec, under such restrictions as His Excellency may in his 

wisdom see fit to impose. 
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MR. CAYLEY moved an amendment which would have the effect of declaring 
the general opinion of Canada, to be in favour of protection on Canadian 
breadstuffs.6/ He wished that this part of the Address had been framed 
more in accordance with that of 1847.68 In the address of 1847 he set 
out the evils arising from the withdrawal of protection, and intimated 
if protection were restored, every thing would be as he desired,©9 I¢£ 
part of what took place in July last was quoted, why was not all? The 
public opinion had changed with regard to the subject-matter of the Hon. 
Inspector General's argument, as to "strengthening the hands of the Free 
Traders in England," and upon the system generally. He said mainly that 
he considered Protection was far preferable to the abrogation of the laws 
in question, /9 The repeal of the Navigation Laws was only asked in view 
of non-protection. The remark of Sir Robert Peel's son was quite in 
point. It was to the effect that there had been hitherto no experience 
to test the new policy; but that if this policy turned out badly, he 
would be ready to change it. What more could be expected from the son 
of Sir R. Peel?’1 Then again,.as to Mr. Denison's remark, much as the 
Hon. mover the Resolutions seemed to rely upon it, under what cirsumstances 
were these words put forth?--On the principle "of two evils chose the 
lesser.'' Mr. Denison was evidently afraid of mischievous men diverting 
the protective policy to purposes contrary to those of his supporters and 
this clearly proved that his opinion and that of his party was unchanged. 
If the Repeal of the Navigation Laws were granted to them, Protection, 
according to his impression, was unnecessary, and he maintained that this 
repeal was wanted. / It was said in one part of the resolutions that 
merchants had been compelled by the Navigation Laws to import West India 
sugar to New York in American bottoms, and thence to Canada. He was not 
aware that this had ever been done. But merchants had imported their 
sugars from New York. He believed that no person on the floor of the 
house would venture to assert the Canadians would not much prefer their 
protection to the repeal of the Navigation Laws, Well then would the 
hon. Inspector General not do what he could to strengthen the hands of 
the party desirous of restoring this protection, /3 If the sentiments 
contained in the last clause were to be sanctioned, let the power of 
legislation on the matter be vested in themselves, He then proposed an 
amendment, as follows:--In the 6th line of the Resolution, after the word 
"subject,'’ insert "of protection to Colonial products," and in the 8th 
line, after the word "that," strike out the six following lines to the 
word "reduced," inclusive, and substitute the following:--"This Province, 
relying on the continuance of the protection enjoyed, up to a very recent 
period, by Colonial products, in the English market, and assisted by a 
loan, raised on the credit of Great Britain, had constructed a chain of 
Ship Canals, to connect the Inland Waters, and extend the carrying trade 
of the St. Lawrence; that the withdrawal of that protection, more 
especially while the St. Lawrence continues closed to Foreign vessels, 
must render those Works comparatively useless, and impose a heavy 
unproductive debt on the limited resources of this Province."' In the 
16th line, for "but," read "and." He remarked upon the enormous expense 
incurred by the Province, and argued that, in justice to such undertaking, 
they were entitled to some protection. / He would not vote against the 
clause relative to the Upper St. Lawrence, unless better reasons were 
shown, /9 


323 


MR. H. SHERWOOD (Toronto) in supporting the amendment, stated that a 
certain principle had been, on a former occasion established, he now 
desired to show that no change had taken place. Protection, he said, was 
of much greater importance, but still he would not speak against the 
abrogation of the Navigation Laws. He called to their minds the universal 
commotion that had commenced upon this matter, the numerous public meetings; 
the public excitement should be marked. Hon. members had said that if a 
fair protection had been secured to the province, they would not have 
agitated this repeal. He maintained, that at that moment, if there 
existed in England any probability or possibility of retracing their steps, 
they would at once return to their former protection; that source of 
wealth, that system which had been the pride, the glory of this century, 
would be restored. In such a state of things, the intention in making 
the canals and great provincial impovements would be realized; as 
things now stood with us, our hopes were blasted; the feeling for protection 
was strengthened in England by the experience of the past; there the people 
felt in unison with the feelings of the colonists nere, and that community 
of sentiment would yet better our commercial condition, He called upon 
them not to overlook the paramount question, in deciding upon one of lesser 
consequence. He here referred to the resolution, agreeing with its 
general policy, &c. These were his views, and he hoped they were endorsed 
by the hon. members of both houses; and that the members for Upper Canada, 
at any rate, would cherish the feeling of protecting the industry, of 
developing the resources of their country, and seconding the views of the 
English majority, which he stoutly maintained supported his present views. 
If he was asked to choose between actual protection, and the proposed 
repeal, he would unhesitatingly choose the former. / 


MR. EGAN, 77 in supporting the repeal, dwelt upon the reductions which 
must be caused to our export trade, were not the measure carried out; he 
went into details, showing the comparative statements of that trade, placing 
that of bread-stuffs in juxtaposition with the great staple, timber. He 
stated the amount of shipment from the port of Montreal as follows:--In 
1894 the protection on Canadian timber amounted to 25s. per load, or about 
74d. per foot; in 1810 it was raised to 54s. 8d. per load, or 33d. Currency 
per foot. In 1814 to 1820 65s. for 1s. 63d. per foot. At this time 
Colonial timber was admitted free. In 1821 a duty of 10s. was imposed 
on Colonial timber equal 3d. Currency and a reduction of Foreign timber 
of 10s. leaving still a protection of 55s. per load, or 1ls.4d. Currency 
per foot.’ On the 10th October’9, the same year it was further reduced 
to 25s. per load or 73 Currency per foot. The present duty on foreign 
timber is 15s Sterling, and on Colonial ls. leaving a difference of 14s 
or 3 2/3d. Sterling per foot protected, 80 The reduction of duty on foreign 
timber had not had the effect intended, that of giving cheap timber to the 
consumer in England, but had enabled theSl foreign merchant to send to the 
ports of Great Britain a large portion of an inferior description of wood 
to the prejudice of the colonial producer. Without the operation of the 
Navigation Laws for the last three years there would have been no exhorbitant 
(sic) freights,°2 The average rate of freight from the Baltic is at least 
20s. or 5d. per foot, and from Canada it has averaged about 9d. per foot, 
and some years as high as 1ld. per foot; this is exclusive of the extra 
insurance from this colony83, Was not that a monopoly to the prejudice 
Ofe Ents country ?84 And ((it)) must make it evident that in absence 
of protection the only thing to enable the Canadian shipper to contend 
with the foreigner, is by getting lower freights. 85 In one year (we under- 
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stood 1847 or 1848) a number of vessels arrived in New York with 67,000 
emigrants which in consequence of the existing fees, were debarred from 
taking advantage of the St. Lawrence trade.86 While the Navigation Laws 
were inoperative, twenty-two ships from Bremen arrived at Quebec with 
emigrants, and these were enabled to take cargoes. If this were con- 
tinued the trade between Germany and the United States would doubtless 
be directed through the St. Lawrence. This trade amounted to 67,000 
emigrants annually; and to show the effect that would have heen produced, 
he would remark that ships went away without taking timber, which, had the 
law enabled them to take timber, would have gladly taken it at 6d. per foot 
instead of 10d. the price then being paid.8/ It was customary to ex- 
patiate largely upon the amount of bread-stuffs exported from the city, 
this was sought to be shown the great staple of the country.°8 But 
the truth was that hitherto all legislation had been in favour of 
flour, although the timber trade was,worth all the other exports to- 
gether. In 1843, the exports, exclusive of timber, were £599,768; in 
1844,. £909,614; 1845, £963,819; 1846, £1,084,460;. 1847, £1,734,369; 1848 
£650,000.--Of timber, on the other hand, there were ex orted®? at Quebec 
in 1845, £1,195,484; 1846, £1,045,313; 1847, £943,043.7! Contrast with 
this the exports from Montreal: 

Im. 1845), « 27925436 

Ing 1846)..402541,100 

In 1847.... £697,79492 
He referred to the number of vessels of all sorts in one year entered in- 
wards in Montreal--163 against above 1200 in Quebec; giving employment to 
upwards of 30,000 seamen; and he would ask, were it not for the timber, 
what emigration to this colony would there be to what we now have?93 Or 
if they came what would be the price? The honorable member then alluded 
to what he considered the slighting way in which the timber trade had 
been spoken of, in one of the memorials of the board of trade.94 It was 
a common idea that the large fleet arriving for timber at Quebec were 
almost entirely inferior ones, unfit for other trades; but he would tell 
them that upwards of 600 A 1 ships95 fit for cotton or anything else76 
visited the port annually .9/ What competition, he asked, could be required 
for the trade of Montreal? The whole number of vessels she employed was 
but 121? - How could Montreal, or the province generally, find the means 
of paying for their large imports, were it not for the timber trade? 
Legislation for trade, it seemed to him, had been confined to Upper Canada. 
The reason of this he could not discover. The number of vessels entered 
outwards at Montreal was in one year about 120, and even of those the 
greater number had to take half cargoes of lumber at Quebec. These 
imports it was that caused the outlet for the large produce to timber, and?9 
the export of timber, and that alone had kept exchangel00 at an equitable 
range, averaging about 10 per cent, and which exports would doubtless 
greatly increase in the event of augmented means of transport.101 The 
trade for two years had been very depressed; but depressed as it was, it 
had provided a million and a half of exchange. That was done by the ships 
being consigned to merchants, who then drew upon the merchant of England 
for the stores. For the last three years the exports of produce had been 
carried to the greatest possible extent; yet it was not a great thing 102 
after all, and good crops two or three years in England would destroy it. 
What, he would ask, would ((then)) become of our 300,000 barrels of flour, 
&C. oo they would remain and decay on our hands.l03 The trade of the 
St. Lawrence, however, was only developing itself; and against other things 
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in which it might be pushed was the article of ice, That aden alone, 


from Boston to the South and East Indies, 105 employed more vessels in 
Boston, than all the trade in Montreal. In 1847, no less than 353 ships 
were laden with ice at Boston, consisting of 141,322 tons at 10s. making 

a value of £382,664,106 Why could we not show similar enterprise in 
loading 15 or 20 vessels ourselves with the same commodity.19/ There were 
some ale a te 3 gentlemen he understood, who were going to try what 
could be done,19 72,000 tons (as we understood) of the article were 
shipped from Boston annually. Why should we not be the means of Boston 
losing so large a source of trade?109 The effect of the free navigation 
of the St. Lawrence would be to reduce freights from.9d. or 10d. to 74d. 
The average freight from the Baltic was but 5d., with a protection equal 
only to about 3d. per foot. In 1845 Sir R. Peel said that the whole 
importation of timber to great Britain was £1,900,000. There was, however, 
but about £1,000,000 worth shipped from Canada.--Now where was the balance? 
in the hands of the British shipowners and merchants. What would be 
thought if a man had to pay for freight twice as much as the flour he 
shipped was worth. Yet that was the way with the shipper of timber,+ 

He .o. concluded with warmly supporting the abrogation of the Laws as now 
existing. 


MR. CAYLEY thought the arguments of the hon. member were directly in 
favor of a continuation of the Navigation Laws. The hon. member said, 
that by it the freight was reduced to 73d., that would be a reduction 
of 14d.; while as the protection was 3d., there was this difference of 
13d, a loss in favor of the present law.112 


MR. EGAN rose to explain. The hon. member must allow that it was 
unnecessary to protect those branches of trade in which other countries 
could not compete with us. The only protection that had been enjoyed was 
on red pine?t for there was no white pine sent from the Balticll4 and the 
quantity exported from this country of that timber was not more than one- 
third of the whole exports.115 


MR. CAYLEY did not see that the hon. gentleman had altered the position 
of the figures he had quoted. He had shown that the repeal of the Navigation 
Laws would reduce the price of pine 13d. per footll6; he also showed that 
the protection was 3d.; now even if the freight was reduced, as he said 
it would be if the Protection was removed, there would be a loss of 13d. 

a footll’7; but if, in consequence of a return to the protective system, 

a higher duty on timber be imposed, the protection would almost amount 

to 6d. or 7d. per foot. With regard to the proposed ice trade, he did not 
exactly see how Montreal was to be benefited by such a trade, as it would 
be impossible to export the ice in summer, and in winter there was no 
means of exporting it, in consequence of the stoppage of the navigation. 
There had been times Norway pine had almost driven Canadian pine out of 
the market, and would have done so entirely were it not for the protection 
laid upon our timber; that protection must, however, be removed, if by 
their resolutions to-night the house should abandon all protection, 118 


MR. HOLMES said, the hon. member who had just sat down, and had endeav- 
ored to show that the hon. member for Ottawa was in error, in regard to what 
he conceived would be the effect of removal of protection on the timber 
trade, by a reduction of freight. The hon. member had1l9 entirely miscom- 
prehended+29 the circumstancest and would show him howl22, They had it 
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from indubitable evidence, that the average freight from New York, for 
the four years preceding last year, as shown by the papers laid before 
the house to-day, was 2s. for a barrels of flour, whilst from Montreal 
it was 5s.ld.123 Nowl24 eleven barrels of flour were about equal to a 
load of timber125 and assuming 2s. per barrel as the highest average 
freight for flour, that gave 22s. per load in well-found excellent 

ships, and supposing the freight of the barrel of flour to be only ls. 3d. 
it would give only 18s. 9d. for timber, a difference of a hundred per 
cent exactly, 126 Last year the freight to New York averaged ls. 3d., 

and during the course of the summer it fell to ls., and taking it at the 
lowest figure, it would amount to lls.; it would have amounted here to 
between 30s. and 40s., so that supposing the Navigation Laws had been 
repealed, they would probably save two-thirds or at least one-half on the 
price of the freight--it was ((a)) matter of more importance to gain 7d. 
or 8d. than lose 3d.127 The hon. member for Huron had also stated that 
he never heard of any efforts being made to bring produce to Canada from 
Havana. Now he would inform the hon. member and the house that such 
attempts havefrequently been made, and would have been made at a great 
advantage to Canada, were it not that the Navigation Laws stood in our 
way and impeded our progress, It could easily be shown that if the 
Navigation Laws were abrogated, all the protection we have hitherto 
enjoyed on our flour, grain and timber would be more than compensated 

by the reduction of freight. For, as he stated before, freights opened 
in New York last season at ls. 3d., at midsummer they were. down to ls., 
whilst in Montreal they were 3s. 3d., that is two hundred per cent; 

true, that as the British market advanced in prices in consequence of 

the contemplated scarcity of grain, the demand for flour there induced 
considerable activity in the city of New York, and freights ran up to 

2s. 24.129 but at the same time it rose here to 4s. G4, 23. 008g Sud 
even 6s. a barrell30 and 5s. 6d. was subsequently paid for the transport 
of a barrel of flour from Montreal to Glasgow, being the same ratio, viz: 
150 to 200 per cent more by the Canada route than by the New York route. 
But coming back to the question put by the hon. member for Huron, who 
ever heard of an attempt being made to bring Havana produce through the 
River St. Lawrence? He would inform the hon. gentleman that such attempts 
had been made. During the last year orders had been sent to his (Mr. Holmes’) 
personal knowledge, from the City of Montreal to Matanzas and Havana, 

for the shipment of a cargo of molasses and sugar, provided the rate of 
freights and price could be obtained within certain limits. The answer 
of the correspondent was, the limits you assign for the sugar are even 
below what you have stated, but it is totally impossible to find vessels 
going up the river St. Lawrence, inasmuch as very few British vessels 
trade to the Havanas or either of the ports of Cuba, which are mainly 
resorted to by American vessels, who come there to supply the islands 
with United States produce and "Yankee notions."" The consequence was that 
British vessels must be sent for from Jamaica and run down to Cuba in 
ballast; the freight therefore of sugar destined for Montreal, would, in 
addition to the usual freight, be burdened with the cost of the vessel 
going from the British islands to Cuba in ballast. In addition to this, 
British vessels go out with cargoes for sale, and would gladly take a 
cargo to Canada or any other country at very reduced rates, inasmuch as an 
American vessel would load at Matanzas, and carry a hogshead of molasses 
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to New York for two dollars and a half--whilst to induce a British vessel 
to come to Montreal, it would cost from two to three or ten pounds per 
ton, which made it an exclusion. Now if it were not for the Navigation 
Laws, we should have no difficulty whatever in inducing American vessels 
to come to Montreal, and we might sendl31 sugar up to Toronto for one 

half ((that)) which it could be sent from New York.132 Did the British 
shipowners benefit by this exclusion? not at all; but the Lower Canada 
merchants were obliged to pay an American vessel at Havanal33 a freight 

of £2 10s. to £3 a tont34 ((and)) from 15s. to 18s. per hogshead to the 
city of New York, and then come through the American canals, pay them 
transit, duty, and all the charges of a sarge internal communication, 

to supply the city of Montreal with sugar+3 while a hogshead of 

molasses to New York only cost about 12s. 6d. 3 The British shipowner 
benefited nothing at all, in consequence of these ruinous and absurd 
Navigation Laws. (Hear, hear.) The hon. member for Huron had endeavored 
to throw some sarcasm and ridicule on the idea of exporting ice from 
Canada, as was suggested by the hon. member for Ottawa, because it could 
not be done in summer. Now, the ice exported from Boston, was not 
exported in winter, it was all exported in summer. (Hear, hear.) And 

the only reason why it was not exported from Canada was, because the 
people of this country had not the same energy as the Americans.-—-He 

(Mr. H.) was convinced that if we endeavored to copy more closely after 
our neighbors and expend a little more energy we should be fully able to 
compete with them, (Hear, hear.) The ice trade of Boston was a most 
prosperous onet3’, The ice from Wenham Lake was shipped from Boston to 
Great Britain, and even to Calcuttal38 and New Orleans, this was a trade 
which we ought to engage in, for it was one which Providence had situated 
us so as to be able to carry on with advantagel39 in that part of. the 
country, near to where the member for Essex came from, where the people 
had exerted themselves last year, nearly 3,000 tons of ice had been 
collected on Lake Huron, and sent down to Sandusky, and then sent to 
Cincinatti, where it was sold at from $40 to $50 a ton.140 we (Mr. H.) 
had lately been in England, and whilst there he made it his business to 
ascertain the feelings of the community at large on the subject of 
protection; true, a large and influential body, known as the British Ship- 
owners, were adverse to any change in the Navigation Laws or any concession 
to Canada.141 oR There were a great many of the British shipowners 
desirous of a change to the navigation Laws, 142 but it was not because 
they were adverse to these concessions, that he (Mr. H.) believed they 
were right, on the contrary, if every person would take the trouble of 
reading the effect of the Navigation Laws on Great Britain, as set forth 
by Ricardo in his late work on the subject, he must be convinced, if he 
was at all open to conviction, that these laws, so far from being beneficial 
to the Empire, are injurious to its commercial interests. The hon. gentle- 
man next contended that the British Shipowners were quite able to compete 
with their foreign rivals!43 and he was certain could compete with American 
ones, and he would state to them, that a person who had great experience 
in the carrying trade from this country, one who was well known to most 

of them, he referred to Captain Swinburne, and had stated to him, that he 
would go to any port in the United States, and would sail to an equal or 
lower rate than the American vessels, and that with sufficient remuneration, 
what was it that caused them to carry so cheap from the United States, 144 
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MR. HOLMES ((continued:)) That was what they wanted here, if they had 
that here, they would get them to take freight 2s. 6d. or 3s, instead of 
being obliged to give them 5s. 6d. or 6s. And now an association was 
forming at Quebec which was willing to undertake to carry freight in 
British vessels at 3s. 3d. British vessels could carry it from New York, 
for 4s. 3d., and if they allowed a shilling more for vessels coming up 
the St. Lawrence they would get freight for 2s. 3d. and that would enable 
them to compete sucessfully, 146 He contended that although the British 
Shipowners might be unwilling to concede anything to the Colonies or any 
other part of the world under the false impression that the restrictions 
were beneficial to themselves, was it reasonable that the people of 
Canada, comparatively well-off--not in a state of starvation, should 
appeal to the British Government to impose a tax of 5s. or 10s. sterling 
per quarter of wheat, still further to press on the starving population 
of Great Britain.--(Hear, hear.) As it was truly observed by the hon. 
member for Ottawa, and that too when the whole of our exports would 
not give to that starving population sufficient for the consumption 
of a day, therefore he trusted this amendment would not be carried, but 
that the House would confine itself, in accordance with the original 
resolution, to a simple demand for a repeal of these obnoxious Navigation 
Laws. 147 


MR, H. BOULTON.--The question now before the house was, whether it 
would benefit their trade to get the Navigation Laws repealed, and not 
whether protection was advantageous to them or not; and he did not think 
that any man148 who had sufficient vision to see the lamp before him 
could have any doubt in his mind thatl49 the repeal of the Navigation 
Laws would not be of great advantage-—those laws must impose upon them 
very great evils,159 If the Navigation Laws were repealed, there is not a 
doubt that large numbers of vessels would proceed to England, loaded with 
such produce as was suitable to Canada, and bring it to the ports of this 
country, taking in return whatever freight offeredisl, and ... the rate 
of freight would be considerably reduced. Now, they were obliged to pay 
such a freight as almost prevented the shipping of anything1l52; ships 
were forced to other places for freight, and as a consequence freights 
were kept up. 193 He could not conceive anything more tantalizing to the 
farmersi54 more astonishing to the merchants of Quebec than to seel55 
foreign vessels, which had come to their ports, as members had stated, 
going away in ballast, while he was obliged to give 5s. a barrel to British 
ships for freight, while the foreign ones would have took (sic) it for one-half 
less. It had been said that they said that they should look to the interests 
of Great Britain; they were Canadians, and they ought to look to their 
own interest. He did not care a farthing whether the repeal of the 
navigation laws benefitted Great Britain or China--, if it benefitted 
them, that was all he cared for.156 Did hon. members think that if the 
people of Great Britain were of opinion that it was for their advantage 
to repeal the Navigation Laws that they would for a moment consider 
whether the repeal was agreeable to the people of Canada or not. If 
such a thing was considered for the advantage of England, the colony 
would never be consulted on the subject.157 If it was for the advantage 
of Great Britain to put a duty on corn, they would do it whether they 
asked them to do it or not, and whether they got the repeal of the 
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navigation laws or not; it was childish for them to think that Great Britain 
would alter its policy, to protect the few barrels of flour it received from 
them.158 What was it to them whether they could get 3000 or 4000 barrels of 
flour a little cheaper from Canada? Such a fact would never make England 
alter her large commercial policy to please the people of Canada.159 He, 
like the hon. member for the city of Montreal, had lately been home, and had 
made enquiries about things which affected this country, and he found that it 
never entered the minds of any person whether any measure would benefit them 
here or not; they only thought whether it would benefit themselvesl60 inde- 
pendent as to what was thought on the matter in Canada.l61 [t was ridiculous 
to think, therefore, that the people of Great Britain were going to give up 
anything that was advantageous to themselves, for the sake of protecting 
them. He did not want their protection, all he asked for was a free field. 
He did not fear any competition. They were not such a sluggishl62 miserablel63 
and drivelling people as some thought they were, they were as enterprising 

as any of their neighbours; they could not show one single one State in the 
union which had done more than they had. 164 Let hon. members look at Michi- 
gan, Ohio, or Kentuckyl65 or to any other statel66, were these States to be _.| 
compared to Canada? None of these places had the same public works to show. 67 
New-York, no doubt equalled or surpassed them,168 but he did not believe any 
other part of the United States could;169 it owed much to its population, 

and it was the natural key for the commerce of the whole United States; they 
had greater advantages here, and they could show something which resembled 
the Baltic in the inland lakesl/0. Were our inland waters open he believed 

a large portion of the western trade would come down their canals, and for 
the space of 3000 miles they would, to a great extent, be studded with ship- 
ping. Suppose he was a merchant, and that he had a cargo of 10,000 or 20,000 
barrels of flourl/1 at Quebecl/2 to ship, and he went to New York or some 
other port. There he finds a number of shipsl73 lying there, among whom he 
would suppose there was 20 or 30 American vessels, and some vessels from 

Cuba and other places. Well he went to an American ship and asked how much 
they would take his flour for? The master might say he intended to sail to- 
morrow in ballast, but he would take it for 2s. if he gave it quickly; he 
asked for time to consider, and then went to a British ship and asked what 

it would take it for?174 But here he is told that 5s. a barrel will be the 
charge. He (the hon. member) tells this ship master that he had been to his 
neighbourl75 Americanl76 ship master and that he offers to take it for 2s.1// 
Oh, but, he would answer, the American vessel could not carry it at al1178, 
The Englishman ... tells him that his is an English ship, and that the Eng- 
lish ships have got the monopoly of carrying it, and that although the other 
Captain would take it for nothing, he would not be allowed. Well, (continued 
the hon. member, )179 he must get his flour sent home, and he sent it by the 
British ship, paying 5s. Well, he went homel80 as super-cargo,181 to sell 
his cargol82, When I get to Liverpool I apply to a merchant183 the owner 

of the British vesse1154 perhaps to Mr. Brocklebank, and I ask him whether 

he will purchase my flour. How much do you wish for it? asks Mr. Brockle- 
bank. I tell him that I wish 25s. per barrel. Oh, he says, I can't give you 
as much as that; I can purchase it cheaper, brought from another source.*°%? 
There were two cargoes arrived from New York which he could get for 20s. 

Well he told him that he had been obliged to pay 5s. a barrel to him for 
bringing it home, while he could have got it carried by an American vessel 
for 2s., and told him that if he had any patriotism about him that he should 
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not object to give a little more for British Colonial produce than for 
Foreign produce, Would not the merchant, he (Mr. B.) would ask, answer, 
that he always bought his wheat where he could get it cheapest, and that 
he likedto sell it where it was dearest?--(Hear, hear.) The people in 
England will not sell you songs a farthing cheaper because you came 

from Canada than if you came from Kanchatka; it was quite absurd to 
suppose that they would sell cheaper to them than to another, If a man's 
sons were merchants, would they give a shilling more to their father than 
to another person for an article, unless it might be from filial kindness 
and a desire to help their father? No, no persons will deal with others 
but on terms advantageous to themselves, He was, therefore, in favor 

of the repeal of the Navigation Laws, whether the duty was continued in 
their favor or not.186 


COL, GUGY was in favor of the repeal of the Navigation Laws, but not 
for the reasons assigned by the members who had just spoken, In speaking 
upon the question he must say that he had no pretension to knowledge 
upon it, and he spoke more to obtain information than to impart it. He 
must say that the arguments of the members on the opposite side, all of whom 
appeared, with the exception of the last one who spoke, well acquainted 
with the subject, had not, he considered, gone against protection, but 
in favor of it 187 The hon. Inspector General seemed to wish for Norfolk, 
he seemed to be in favor of the throwing upon (sic) the St. Lawrence, 
although he would not do away with protection altogether, 188 There were 
three propositions which he was desirous of laying before the House: the 
first was the continuance of protection to this country, without the 
repeal of the Navigation Laws; the second was the repeal of the Navigation 
Laws, with a continuance of protection; and the third was the repeal 
of the Navigation Laws, without a continuance of protection. His 
friends were in favor of the second proposition; he was also in favor 
of the repeal of the Navigation Laws, but he would not absolutely 
repudiate protection. The Hon. Inspector-General repudiated protection, 
because he thought it would strengthen the hands of the Protection party; 
but he would retort189, did he forget that if the House adopted the 
resolution, it would have the effect of throwing support into the hands 
of the Free-Traders--(Hear, hear,)190 when there was nothing to be gained 
by it? With respect to such an Empire as Great Britain, which was composed 
of such large Colonies, it was to be presumed that there was_no other 
question in matters of this kind, than the freedom oftradet?9! tt was 
a question of selling in the dearest market and buying in the cheapest; 
and this England was able to do, for she had an extensive trade with 
every part of the habitable globe, It would be well, however, that in 
the discussion of the question, they would look at it in a political view, 
as far as Canada was concerned. He was afraid that the Free Trade principle, 
if carried out, would tend to deserver (sic) the colony from the Mother Country 
altogether; and if Great Britain were to throw Canada awayl92 would not 
Great Britain lose things of great importance to it? Would she not lose 
a place to send her surplus population to? If Great Britain parted with 
Canada, what was to become of their fisheries--that nursery for seamen?-- 
and he would like to know_what it would do for lumber, in case of a war 
with the Northern Powers. it ((was))} unfair to find: rault. with, the 
conduct of Great Britain to Canada, for in his opinion, Great Britain 


had done everything to foster her colonies!94 even at her own expense. 1? 
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If he was to be brought to think as hon. gentlemen opposite, he must 

be convinced by strong argument before he could yield to it.196 There 

was some probability of her protection being continued to this Province, 

and if there was even the slightest favor shown to Canada, they ought to 

be the last to sneer at it; that there should be no opposition to the 

inserting of a paragraph stating that they were desirous of having 

protection continued; its insertion would strengthen the hands of the 

Protection party while the address, as it then stood, would only 

strengthen the hands of the Free Traders.1 

Hear, hear, from MR. INSP. GEN. HIncKs.298 
COL. GUGY ((continued:)) The hon. Inspector-General seemed to be afraid 

that a mere passing breath should find its way into his resolution, in case 

it should strengthen the hands of the Protectionists of England, The hon. 

member, the Inspector General, had honestly stated his views; but he would 

have the hon. member for Montreal (Mr. Holmes) to remember that there was 

a strong reactionary movement in this city in favour of protection;199 

(no, no.) And that, at a large meeting, held for the purpose of encourag- 

ing Protection, an amendment in favor of free trade was lost by a very 

large majority, 200 And let Great Britain do as they wished, a number of 

gentlemen in favor of protection were determined to do what they could to 

protect themselves.201 He saw the Hon. Inspector General taking notes, 

and he (Mr. G.) was afraid that the Hon. member would be getting up, and 

telling him that the protection of native industry was very different 

from protection from England. No doubt it was, and they wanted protection 

from Great Britain also and why not state in the Address, that if Great 

Britain protect us,we would be gratified,--but if she should not do it, 

then ask her to take away all restrictions,--but do not repudiate protection. 

They had been told by the Inspector General, that their protection would 

not be continued, but were they to believe that such was the case. Older 

countries had made experiments, and had found them to be disadvantageous, 

and might there not be a return to the previous course?202 ((But)) he saw 

no reason for Canada indulging in experiments. 203 The hon. member for 

Montreal had made some statements which he (Mr. G.) was. afraid would 

be found untenable, when he told them that, in the first place, consignments 

had been ordered by Canadian merchants in Havana. He was told that morning, 

by a gentleman, that it was otherwise; and he had been asked to put it to 

the members opposite, and to call their attention to it, because they 

might be putting what was false at the foot of the Throne. They should 

not hazard any observations in the Address which were not certain and 

clear. Hon. members would not be astonished that he could not concur in 

a proposition of which there was no proof. If an attempt was made, it 

was a mere inchoate attempt, (hear,) and he had never heard of it before; 

but was there any necessity of writing to Havana for sugar? It was foreign 

from that usual course of trade--(hear, and laughter.) Hon. members 

might cry hear, but writing to Havana for sugar was not the most commercial 

way (hear, hear, and laughter) of doing business. It appeared to him, that 

the course of commerce was not to have gone to Havana with gold; they 

might take some of their produce with them--some of their fish, or 

staves, of perhaps some of their flour--(cries of ice)--and perhaps ice, 

they might take a little of it also. What was the objection to prevent- 

ing vessels from Montreal or Quebec, for sailing from thence and sailing 

in at Newfoundland or Halifax for fish, going to Havana, and there 
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exchanging their cargo for Havana products--for its sugar and its coffee; 
but it might be said, that they could not do it as cheap as the Yankees in 
American vessels294, but was this really the case?205 They were told 
their merchants had not energy or enterprise enough; but if this proceeded 
from sloth,was it becoming in them to tell them that they required an 
organic change in order to enable them to compete with their neighbours. 
If sugar cost so much, as if it could only be gotten by their sending 
their gold for it, it might be desirable to have less of it; but if they 
must have it, it appeared to him that the freight outward would cheapen 
the sugar inward, and that by a ans off a little sloth, they might 
get it as cheap as their neighbours. 06 ((Also)) he did not think a 
merchant required, in such a transaction, bills of exchange in his 
pocket, he thought the produce of the colony would answer as well, and 
a return cargo might be had for the produce taken to that pacescla The 
hon. member for Montreal had told them what had been said by Captain 
Swinburn; and would Yankee vessels, if allowed to come here, make them 
sail cheaper?208 
An hon. member here remarked that competition would cause this, 2°? 
COL. GUGY.---This might be a convincing proof to some honble. gentleman, 
but it did not convince him, that such was the fact, Suppose there 1000 
vessels lying at Quebec, and he had seen, he thought, as large a. number, 
would that alter the rate of freight? He did not think it would, as the 
respective rates would be made the same, from the fact of their becoming 
neighbourly; the one would soon get to know how much was charged by the 
other or if any difference did take place, it might amount to perhaps 
one penny a barrel, and he would like to know if English ships could 
sail cheaper than those of America, if this would induce American ships 
to come for Quebec for freight. (Cries of "Yes, yes.") That remained 
to be proved.210 If they came to the St. Lawrence, instead of going 
there, would it make them ask a penny more, or would it cause the 
Americans to take less? It was said, competition would make them. Was 
not the competition among a thousand ships of our nation, as great as the 
competition among a thousand ships of different nations would be?211 


MR. EGAN rose.----If there were more ships than were required, then 
freights would be reduced. It was the want of shipping that kept up the 
price of freights,212 


COL. GUGY continued:---The hon. member attributes the high freights 
to the want of shipping; if it was true that there was a want of shipping 
how was it that the ship Euphemia could not obtain freight after lying a 
long time at the wharf, so long that she was obliged to go and winter at 
the Boucherville Islands?213 

MR. EGAN.---She would have got freight at pecneee 2 

COL. GUGY.--The vessel could only go one way; she could not go up to 
Lachine and the lakes; she could only go downwards, and if freight could 
be eotren sae Quebec, it was not likely that she would have stopped at 
Montreal. 


MR. EGAN.---There was sufficient freight at Quebec at this moment to 
load 700 ships, 216 
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COL. GUGY.---If this fact was meant to affect the question, it should 
be reduced to record; but he (Mr. G.) must hesitate in accepting facts 
which must convict the whole British shipowners of a suppineness which 
he could not understand, unless it came before him in an authentic shape, “17 
If Jonathan could not sail as cheap as John Bull, which was true, accord- 
ing to the statement of Captain Swinburn, he did not think American 
vessels could come here for freight, 218 


MR. EGAN.--By the return of the Supervisor of Timber at Quebec it 
appears that there are now lying there 9,000,000 feet of white pine, 
4,000,000 feet of red pine, and 2,000,000 feet of deals,219 


COL. GUGY was quite aware of these facts in returns, but, like many 
other good things, they required to be taken with a grain of salt.--(Hear, 
hear, and laughter.) There were other reasons for that amount of timber 
lying at Quebec. Perhaps there might be a want of market for it, or many 
other good reasons for not sending it home, It did certainly seem strange 
to him that they should take steps to induce American vessels to come to 
the St. Lawrence, when they knew that they could not sail as cheap as 
British vessels could; and supposing that there were two hundred ships 
from the United States and Britain at Quebec, would not the English make 
certain that the Yankee intended to claim so much for freight, and charge 
so much accordingly? Would not this tend to raise the whole rate of freight? 
He believed that the competition among the men of one country was quite 
as keen, as the competition of men from different nations; he therefore, 
could not see how competition between the U. States and British vesseis 
would lower freight. The hon. gentleman then proceeded to notice a 
statement in the London Morning Post newspaper, in which it was stated, 
that, from all we could learn, the rumour of Sir Charles Watt's intention 
to continue the duty of corn has some foundation. That some credit was 
to be given to a rumour coming from such a source, If that was the fact, 
they would have some chance of protection as well as the repeal of the 
Navigation Laws, and that they should therefore, ask as well for the one 
as the other. It did not become them to throw the chance of protection 
away, in order to gratify the self love of a theoretical legislator, who 
was desirous of being the chief of a new school--a Free Trade one. The 
views of the hon. inspector-General might be in favor of this school but 
he could assure him that there were a great many in this country of a 
contrary opinion. There were many things which, in theory, were admirable 
and had only the slight fault of being utterly impracticable, and so 
it is with Free Trade,220 


Hear, hear, from MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS. 221 


COL. GUGY ((continued:)) It might be delightful to the hon. member to 
carry out the scheme, but, oh! how much more delightful would be the change, 
if the hon. member would only agree to carry it out at his own expense.-- 
(Hear, hear, and laughter.)222 


MR. J. SCOTT (Bytown) said, that it was quite true that a great deal 
had been said about the protecting of British shipping at the expense of 
the trade of the country. What interest had the British shipowners in 
this Province, that they should care for their interests? He did not 
believe that one-fiftieth part of the ships sailing to Quebec and Montreal 
was owned by persons in this country. The whole of the 1200 vessels coming 
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here were owned by persons in London, Liverpool, Glasgow, and other towns, 
who had only brothers or clerks out here to manage their affairs; and 
why was it that such was the case?--it was because there was protection, 
and because they knew that none were allowed to compete with them, on 
account of the Navigation Laws. Most of these vessels were laid on 
during five or six months of the year223 doing nothing; but showing 

how profitable must have been the trade during the rest of the year,724 
And he would ask, if that was not a profitable trade, could it afford 
that from 500 to 600 vessels, many of them of 225 the largest size, 

1000 or 1100 tons226 burthen, should be laid up for nearly half of the 
year. In considering the question, and in considering the repeal of the 
Navigation Laws, they should consider the welfare of the country. Why 
should they care about the interests of those who had not interest in 

the country. He had read lately of a meeting being held in Glasgow 

to Petition the Government that Canada be not allowed to interfere with 
the Navigation Laws. Now, he would like to know how the people of 
Glasgow would like to hear of the people of Canada having held a motion 
to .e. interfere with the same portion of their commerce; if they told 
them that they should not import flour and potash from the United States! 
They were a Canadian Legislature, and it was their duty to look to the 
interests of Canada alone, They might be said to have become like a big 
lubberly boy, and if the Parent State threw them off, it wastime for them 
to look to themselves and to their own interests. Although the question 
before the House was not a Free Trade one, yet as a great many of the 
members opposite have spoken about Free Trade, it might be as well to say 
a few words upon it.227 The people in Montreal had been subject to many 
ups and downs.228 The people here appeared some time ago to want Free 
Trade, but now they want Protection; in fact, times were so hard that 
they knew not what they wanted,--what they wanted was not so much, 

either Free Trade or Protection, as plenty of money, He would like to 
say a few words on the effects of protection upon the Timber Trade--the 
most important one in the Province. Look at the 1200 vessels coming 

to Quebec with immigrants, salt, coals, &c. Would these ships come to 
this country if it was not for the lumber? There were engaged in it 

1500 men in the Ottawa alone, besides those engaged in the West in the 
manufacturing of wares, and all those men required to be fed, to have 
clothes, axes,229 cutlery230 chains &c. As lumber required to be 
produced as cheap as it is done now, to make it pay, if a duty of 30 
percent was put on the things they required, upon their axes, &c., it 
would ruin the trade; the port of Quebec would be deserted; the employ- 
ment which now supports Quebec would be stopped; the men driven from the 
country, and the country almost ruined; but even supposing that Protection 
was counted on, who would get the benefit of it? Would it be the English 
manufacturers?--No, for all their manufactures would be brought from the 
United States, and it would further decrease our connexions with the 
United States, which the hon. members opposite were so much afraid of, 
What were their manufactures? He would like to have them pointed out 

to him. They manufactured a small quantity of leather, high wires, a 
little coarse cotton and grey cloth, a few axes, and not enough of satinette 
to supply the stores in Montreal for a day, and these were the manufactures 
which were to be protected, He would ask any man in his senses, if all 
the protection they could get would make them a manufacturing country? 


Go to Lowell, where they would get every man, woman and child manufacturing. 23+ 
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(Laughter.) Well, the hon. member for Sherbrooke had said much more 
laughable things than that.232 He was certain that the imposition of 

a protective duty would only drive British manufacturers from the Market, 
and everything they required would be got from the United States, some 

of which would be smuggled in. Another reason why protection was useless 
was apparent, if any one looked at their frontier: two or three thousand 
miles in length bordered by some of the Manufacturing States, How could 
they protect this frontier233 with all her army of custom-nouse officers, 
and at a distance of twenty miles of sea from a foreign country?234 
Everything that was required would be smuggled in.235 In Maine, it was 
said that sugar could be bought for five cents, while in Canada it was 
twelve cents. Well, that cut both ways. The protection had probably 
done something to build up the Northern States; but let gentlemen go 

to the Southern States and see how the people liked there getting these 
small prices for sugar, when they had to pay 2s. for a 10d. hoe, The 
protection might be good for the Northern States; but at any rate it had 
made the Southern States a desert. So we desired to destroy the trade 

we can carry on; and so drive away the customers for the trade we hope to 
carry on. The hon, Stes for Sherbrooke, however, had spoken of the 
case of the Euphemia 36 a vessel wintering at Montreal; in so doing, he 
had told the truth, but he had forgotten to tell the whole truth; the 
vessel was detained, not from want of freight, but in consequence of a 
legal dispute between the master and parties by whom the vessel was 
chartered.--(Hear, hear.,)--If the hon, member went through all the 
warehouses in Quebee and Montreal237 «> he would find enough mer- 
chandize to load 50 ships the size of the Euphemia238, The hon. member 
had also said, that if Yankee vessels came here, they would agree with 
John Bull to keep up prices. Well, even if they did, was it not as well 
to allow brother Jonathan to have a share of the trade as well as John 
Bull?--He did not believe that protection did any good to the lumber 
trade; 239 the timber trade wanted no protection, so long as trees grew, 
and men were to be found to cut them. The evil was not want of protection; 
but the existence of these Navigation Laws. The fact was that the timber 
trade was of all others the most precarious and variable. The average 
quantity of white pine got out was about 12,000,000 of feet. In 1811 about 
that quantity was got out, and it produced from 54d. to 73d. per foot, 
instead of three or four pence. In 1812, 32,000,000 feet were got out 

in consequence of that success. This was forced on the market; the price 
fell; and the lumberers were ruined. It seems, perhaps, as if the 
navigation laws had little to do with that; but in fact, they had--they 
did all the mischief.--The shipowners had sent out only ships for 
12,000,000 feet, those vessels found 32,000,000 feet in that port, and 
knowing that some must go home, they charged whatever freight they pleased. 
Thus, instead of the lumberers getting an extra 4d. or 5d. per foot, they 
got but 2d. per foot. What would the lumberer, however, have done, if there 
had been no navigation laws? He would have telegraphed New York, and he 
would have had as many ships as were necessary to take away his lumber.-- 
England might be sent to, and was sent to; but it was utterly impossible 
to send there till too late. But another trade was rising which seemed 
to have been overlooked in this debate. On the Ottawa, lumberers had 

got only $5 or $6 a 1000 ft. for sawn timber, whilst those on the back of 
the St. Lawrence got $16 to $20. Last year some enterprising lumberers 
on the Ottawa determined to try what they could do in that trade, and one 
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house alone had sent enough to supply the city of Albany for a twelvemonth. 
If the navigation laws were repealed, a great deal of lumber would find its 
way to the West Indies in American vessels. But the repeal of the navigation 
laws would vastly increase the population of the country. If Americans were 
permitted to load their own vessels and send Corn down in their own ships 
from Chicago, many of them would doubtless come to establish themselves in 
Canadian cities, to transact the business connected with them. He would 

now ask, how it was that a flouring mill with six run of stores was worth 
nothing on the north side of the St. Lawrence, while it could not be bought 
for money on the south side. It was because, though the thing was hardly 
understood in the United States, because the people there had a greater 
amount of practical free trade than any people in the world--the trade of 
the great American Continent. It had been said that produce sold higher 

in the United States than here. He only spoke from memory; but he believed 
this had happened only twice--in 1836 and 1848, and it happened in the first 
year in consequence of causes having nothing whatever to do with mercantile 
reasons. Every lumberer, however, well knew that large quantities of timber 
came down from the United States--and that great quantities were shipped 

at Montreal and Quebec, because it could be shipped at great advantage. The 
hon. member for Sherbrooke spoke of the evils he apprehended. Well what 

harm did he apprehend from the repeal of the Navigation Laws; for the 
question of Free trade had nothing to do with the question before the house. 240 


COL. GUGY.--The hon. gentleman was mistaken in saying that he was un- 
favourable to the Repeal of the Navigation Laws, he had only deprecated the 
repudiation of protection. 241 


MR. J. SCOTT.--Well, supposing the hon. Member did say he was in favor 
of the Repeal of the Navigation Laws.242 
COL. CUGY.--But I did actually ‘say that’ I wees 

MR. J. SCOTT.--Well, admitting the hon. gentleman really did say so, he 
put it to the house if the tenor of his whole speech was not against it.244 
When published, if it were published, every partial man would say that it 
was entirely opposed to the abolition of those laws. The hon. gentleman 
might talk about trying experiments; but there were times when it was neces- 
sary to try something, and it was plain that the people of the country were 
not disposed longer to try the gentlemen opposite, who found the country in 
the most flourishing condition, and left ((it)) in the most depressed state. 
When every thing else failed experiments were necessary .245 The hon. member 
then concluded by stating he did not pretend to be very deeply versed in the 
subject, and that he was rather afraid of catching it from members opposite 
for much of what he had said.246 


MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE.--When the hon. member for Huron stood up, he felt 
disposed to advise the hon. Inspector General that seeing how he had been 
living on the brains of the hon. member for Huron, he should continue to 
do so a little longer, and adopt his suggesticn. But the hon. member went 
too far when he mentioned the authority on which he founded his amendment-- 
it was an electioneering speech of the son of Sir Robert Peel. Now if 
electioneering speeches were worth more in England than they were in Canada, 
he thought that authority was worth very little. If the hon. member, 
instead of thinking so much of Sir Robert Peel's son, had thought a 
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little more of the contrast of his conduct, that might compare with that 
of the session of 1847, he would have done a great deal better, Sir 
Robert Peel's son however, had come to a very different conclusion 

from the hon. gentleman, for he thought protection would not be restored; 
yet upon that proof of the probability of its restoration, hon. gentlemen 
were prepared to deny their own acts,--for this reason, and because 

Mr. Dension had declared that unless the corn laws had been repealed he 
would not have answered for the stability of the country. When statesmen 
spoke in that manner, what did it mean? Was England so little noted 

for stability that it was necessary to fear anything from mere agitation? 
No, that was not necessary; but when the middle classes were injured by 
oppressive laws--when classes were sacrificed to other classes, there 

was danger for English institutions; and there would be danger for 
Canadian institutions, whenever the same cause existed. But gentlemen 
were so much in love with the protective pulley, that on such grounds as 
these they refused to allow an address to go home, asking simply for the 
repeal of the Navigation Laws, without tacking to it something about 
protection. Did not the hon. member remember that by his own bill of 
1847, the products of England were admitted only on the same terms as those 
of the United States? The passing of that act was destructive in every 
sense of the word of the system of protection, In the name of common 
sense, would the gentleman whose brains had fed all on that side of the 
House tell what he meant by protection and what by free trade? Did he 
mean that England, without any advantage in the Canadian Market, was to 
revive all the advantage formerly accorded to Canadians in hers--that for 
nothing at all she was to pay Canada so much per quarter on every sack 

of wheat she consumed, Ah, but said the hon. member for Toronto, the 

last address adopted a principle, and I like to support a principle. He 
Mr. Blake would like to know what the principle was which he supported-- 
Had not the bill of 1847 completed the principle? The hon. member had 
asked why the navigation laws should be allowed to stand; but the hon. 
member for Sherbrooke had made the whole question clear; and had even 
vouched the hon. member for Huron as being of his opinion. He wanted to 
have the navigation laws repealed, and the wheat protected at the same 
time--He could not help admiring the profound and statesman-like reasoning 
of the hon. member, England was to have no better market in Canada than 
any where for her manufacturers, yet the navigation laws were to be 
repealed and England's noble navy--her glorious marine, as the hon. member 
said, when he wished to add poetry to the dryness of the subject--all this 
was to depart forever. What was to remain to her? She was to starve her 
thousands of manufacturers, in order to pay Canadians 5s. or 10s. per 
quarter on her wheat. That what appeared to be the hon. member's notion 
of free trade and protection, But if the hon. member meant the protection 
of home manufactures, then he (Mr. Blake) would ask whether the law of 1847 
was to preserved? If so, he supposed that English manufactures, at least, 
would not come in on worse terms than those of the United States. If not, 
that admirable protection was to be afforded by which our home manufactures 
would be brought into competition with that nation of all the world, which 
declared to all the world that she was ready to compete with them. This 
could not be the kind of protection which the hon. member referred to, when 
he spoke of drawing the bond of connexion together between the mother country 
and the colony. That protection must operate on both sides, Then, again, 
hon. gentlemen talked about paying for the public works, and some said 
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that England was to pay for them. For his own part, he believed there was 
no reason to suppose that these works would not pay for themselves, if the 
people of the country did not themselves obstruct them. One hon. gentle- 
man had declared that he considered the restoration of protection far 
more important than the abolition of the navigation laws, He did not 
think so. He belived (sic) that protection was as nothing compared with 
the injury inflicted by these restrictions. If Canada transmitted yearly 
through the Canals as much of her own produce as she did in her best year 
1847, she would still be poor--that trade never could, and never was 
expected to repay her expenses. In 1847 only 625000 bushels of wheat, 

and 650000 barrels of flour came down the Canals. On the other hand 

he saw that in the same year there had been shipped from the United States 
4,500,000 bushels of wheat, 3,500,000 barrels of flour, and 17,500,000 
bushels of corn. Was it from protection that Canada could expect any 
part of that trade? By forbidding traffic to obtain a 2s. or 3s. on the 
miserable 6,500,000 bushels, that trade would be broken up which would 
make Canada a rich and happy country. If there existed rich countries 
bordering on Canada possessing advantages of a superior character by 
means of a constantly open southern navigation, it seemed that Canada 
could have little hope of successful competition.--But looking at facts 
he found that in the year the whole amount of wheat that reached. New 
Orleans, for shipment, was but 500,000 bushels, and of flour 200,000 
barrels. He saw then that there must be some peculiar advantages of the 
northern route, which prevented the produce of the countries, lying at 
the Ohio, from being shipped at New Orleans. In looking for the same 
year at Chicago, he found that, 1,500,000 bushels of wheat were shipped; 
another large quantity at Detroit; at Toledo, 1,000,000 bushels; at 
Sandusky 2,000,000; at Cleveland 2,500,000. In that year that 650,000 
bushels of wheat were shipped in Canada; 6,500,000 bushels were shipped 
at Buffalo to be sent to Albany, unshipped; reshipped for New York, and 
thence forward to Europe, every one of which would infallibly have gone 
by the St. Lawrence, had the canals been complete, and all restrictions 
removed. But not only was these instructions to be found in the fact 
that the northern route was always preferred, because that showed that a 
great object was attained by passing through cool waters. There was 
another circumstance well worthy of notice. It was this, he had ascertained 
that a steamer could be navigated on the lakes at a rate six times less 
than on the southern navigations, It was upon an energetic attempt to 
grasp these advantages to which he would look far more than protection. 
But gentlemen on the other side were for giving protection to everybody 
and everything.--England never did so. She tried to protect her own 
interest, but never those of others. Her colonial system was an attempt 
to protect certain of what are called interests. She wished to be the 
great merchant; and, because she thought that beneficial to her, she de- 
manded it, and enforced it by navigation laws and other restrictions. The 
hon. member for Huron was decidedly for keeping up protection, and yet 

he would have the law of 1848; and the hon. member for Sherbrooke was 
quite willing--oh yes, let Canada ask for both, and have a repeal of the 
navigation laws too.--The hon. member for Sherbrooke had said that free 
trade would make competition, and competition would enable the shipowners 
to realize higher freights. When he (Mr. Blake) heard that he thought 


oa 


it the strongest argument that had been yet alleged in favor of the 
abolition laws. He thought the hon. member must be a free trader; for 

if he were to add several other vessels to the 1000 ships that he had 

seen at Quebec, he would still find everything going on as before, only 
with higher freights. But all this was to be left to John Bull, who, 

no doubt, was at this time very ignorant, but would soon have the matter 
satisfactorily explained to him. For his own part he would tell the hon. 
member for Sherbrooke that he believed the abolition of the navigation 
laws would strengthen the connection between the colony and the mother 
country. It would be the most likely way to cement that connection, to 
remove every restriction. There were some who desired to cripple the 
trade of the Province till it became nothing--who would tax and starve 

the farmer till he had not a barrel to send to market. He was not in 
favor of that policy--he desired to make the farmer happy as a British 
subject, by giving him all the advantages to which his noble position 

on the St. Lawrence entitled him. Was it for the benefit of England to 
destroy her colonies and her customers? Then why should she desire to 
continue these restrictions? Suppose Canada had the shipping of 4,500,000 
barrels, which had been shipped at Buffalo, would the good people of 
Montreal be much poorer? Which would be better, to stand upon the 

policy of getting 4s. a barrel on this 650,000 barrels, or not caring 
where it come from, to take the produce of the West and carry it?--The 
disadvantages which Canada labours under, strike not only those unacquainted 
with the facts connected with her commerce, but with the commerce of the 
neighboring States; but he defied any man, after he gazed at the map and 
looked at the statistics of the trade of this country, to doubt that the 
true policy of every statesman in this country is to open our ports as 
wide as they can be opened, to leave our commerce as unrestricted as it 
can be left, and thus to obtain the whole of the carrying trade of the 
vast produce of the West. Let no man tremble for the connection between 
this Province and England, when this produce comes down our canals and 
river, and goes to England; and if we live on the banks of the St. Lawrence, 
and have the same opportunity of building shipping that other people have, 
what have we to fear from the competition?--We have all the advantages with us 
We should have an immense flood of trade coming down the St. Lawrence and 
going direct to England; thus in a most direct manner connecting this 
colony with England. He trusted, therefore, that without any vain dream 
of what England might do by and by, without--he had almost said, only 

he did not know whether it was Parliamentary--any beggarly idea of asking 
some 2s. or 3s. protection per quarter, the people of Canada should, like 
men, be up and doing, and he prepared for that trade which must inevitably 
come to us before many years. (Hear, hear.) 247 


MR. WATTS here moved that the Committee do now rise, report progress, 
and ask leave to sit again.248 (Cries of no, no.) 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS urged the withdrawal of the motion, as it was 
of the utmost importance (as he had stated on Friday evening) that the 
address259 should be a joint one from the two Houses, and as the mail 
left on Thursday, there was not a moment to delay, if it was to be sent 
home by the first mail,251 


The motion was withdrawn. 222 


MR. CHAUVEAU said it had not been his intention to address the House on 
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the present occasion, nor should he have risen for that purpose, did he 
not feel it to be his duty as member for the County of Quebec, not to 
allow a subject of such great importance to Quebec to pass by without 
expressing his views. He regretted that the hon. member for the city of 
Quebec, (Mr. Methot,)253 who was a mercantile man, and much better acquaint- 
ed with the subject than he was had not done acta, He also regretted 
that there had been no expression of public opinion from the Mercantile 
community of Quebec, so as to guide them in the vote they were to give 
upon this question. He felt it his duty to support the Resolutions pro- 
posed by the hon. member of Oxford. The city of Quebec felt great interest 
in this matter, and no wonder, when they had seen for so many years all 
the talent and activity of some of the ablest225 clever and enterprising 
men?°® in the country, striving to concentrate the whole trade of the 
Province in Montreal, and make it, instead of Quebec the great entrepot, 
It was natural therefore that the people of Quebec should feel a great 
interest in a measure which must bring down to Quebec a great portion of 
the trade not only of Upper Canada, but of the United States also. When 
the propellers from the Western Country would come down direct to Quebec 
with flour and produce to ship it for Europe. He had heard that some of 
the shipowners and shipholders of Quebec--a very small number he thought-- 
were of opinion that their line of business would suffer from the free 
navigation of the St. Lawrence, but the fact that there had been no 
meeting and that they had given no public expression on the subject, led 
him to believe that they must be divided in opinion, and that very few 

of them held that view. As to the main question, whether the free 
navigation of the St. Lawrence would be a benefit to the country or not, 
he conceived that no doubt could be entertained.257 He further stated, 
that the subject of the navigation laws was distinct from that of pro- 
tection of home manufactures in Canada. He was in favor of the repeal of 
those laws, but he was also a supporter of protection in the colony. He 
considered that policy as the best, for our interests, and he would give 
it his voice on all occasions.2°8 OR He thought that asking protection 
from Mother Country after the Mother Country had thought fit to take it 
away from us, would be like a child crying for the plaything which its 
mother had taken away from it. (Loud cries of hear, hear.) It was quite 
absurd to expect that England would return to the old system of protection 
for our sake. The free navigation of the St. Lawrence seemed to him to 

be the natural and inevitable consequence of a cessation of that protection. 
He would not detain the House any longer, but he had thought it his duty 
to express his views on this question, and the views of his constituents, 
although he could not be sure on that point, as no public demonstration 
had taken place in Quebec. 299 


MR. CAYLEY, in reply to Mr. Blake's attack said, that when he saw the 
hon. Member for the 3rd. Riding of York rise from his seat, and stretch 
forth his arm to the opposition benches in all the majesty of the fame, 
which had preceeded him, as the man of the Session, the great gun of the 
Administration and caught his flashing eye sternly fixed upon him, the hon. 
Member for Huron, when he heard himself marked out by name, as the one on 
whom the hon. gentleman's fatal artillery was about to be directed, he 
shrank in his seat, and felt strongly disposed to creep into the cupboard 
that stood at his side, he was ready to exclaim in the language so well 


341 


suited to the hon. gentleman, and in the strain in which he so frequently 
indulged, "approach then like the ragged Russian Bear, the armed 
rhinoceros, the Hyrean Tiger, take any form but that of the Member for 
3rd. Riding of York, and my firm nerves shall never tremble." But when 
the first buck of the storm had passed away, and he had somewhat recovered 
his breath and his ear had become accustomed to the strange sounds, they 
strongly reminded him of the effect produced by savoring a bottle of 
water, which made a vast sputtering as the empty air bubbles forced their 
way into the vessel. The hon. gentleman's speech was a jumbled collection 
of materials, cut and dried, prepared to hand, probably in the Council-roon, 
little applicable to the matter before them, and very wide of the line of 
debate. Had he, Mr. Cayley, introduced the subject of Mr. Peel's speech? 
Or had the Member for Oxford?260 


MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE.--It was Sir A. Macnab on Friday last.261 
MR. CAYLEY.--Had he, Mr. C., introduced Mr, Denison's speech?*©2 


MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE.--It was Sir A. Macnab. (Cries of order.) 263 


MR. CAYLEY.--Had he, Mr. C., said one word about Free Trade, had he 
opened his lips on the subject. The hon. gentleman had sneered about 
election speeches in England, had he in his mind's eye, a certain speech 
written in England and addressed to a certain Riding of York setting forth 
how benighted Africa, idolatrous Asia, jarring Europe, how all the quarters 
of the globe, were prepared to hail the bright star, which his constituents 
had invited to rise to their hemisphere to watch the Western World. The 
hon. Gentleman had expressed his unbounded astonishment at the audacity of 
the opposition: who, having brought in the Customs Bill of 1847, now talked 
of protection; and why not? had they not talked of it in 1847? and address- 
ed the Home Government about it in 1847? were they, because they had 
brought in and carried a measure, at the invitation of the Imperial Govern- 
ment, to dispense with the determinating duties on imports, a measure 
extremely beneficial to Canada; were they precluded from asserting that, 
protection to Canadian produce was a desirable boon? Were they, on that 
side of the House, at liberty to assert the same position taken by the hon. 
Member for Norfolk, from whom the hon. Gentleman on this occasion, was 
disposed to differ, viz., the right to legislate for the best interests 
of Canada and leave Great Britain to manage her own concerns. He, Mr. C., 
would advocate the right of Canada to endeavour to buy in the cheapest 
market, and sell in the dearest--he would advocate her right to seek for 
protection to her products, whenever it was to be obtained, he would main- 
tain the soundness of the principle, of giving protection to the Manufacturer, 
and the Farmer, by moderate duties levied on imports, he concluded that 
whatever revenue was necessary for the public service, should be raised 
mainly by customs duties so apportioned as to protect native industry 
of every kind. These were his views, and he cared not how widely his 
expression of them was made known. The hon. gentleman had produced a long 
array of figures, but he did not see how they were made to bear on the 
subject, the hon. Member had frequently alluded to a certain quantity, 
600,000 bushels of Wheat exported in 1847--with that view? To show how 
limited and decreasing a supply was found in Canada,--if so, the hon. gentle- 
man knew but little of the subject on which he had been arguing or the 
causes which had affected the shipping of grain and flour. The year 1847, 
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which the hon. Member had selected for his illustration of a decreasing 
supply, had seen the largest quantity of flour sent down from Upper 

Canada, of any year either before or since the Union--as a proof, he 

would state, from printed returns, that the quantity which passed Lachine 
in 1845, was between 5 and 600,000 barrels--that in 1849, it approached 
880,000 barrels, and in 1847, the quantity had exceeded 890,000 barrels, 264 


MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE said he had referred to what was exported from 
Montreal, and not to what had come down from Upper Canada.265 


MR. CAYLEY ((continued:)) In the case, the honorable Member had stated 
what could be of little service to that House if unaccompanied by explanation. 
What was the reason that the exports from Montreal had been light in the 
fall of 1847? Was it that there were no ships to carry the produce away 
or that Freight was not to be had? From 1843, when freights were down to 
3s. 6d., they had never been so low as they were in the Autumn of 1847-- 
namely, 3s. 3d.; and the reason was that there was no market, foreign 
grain had glutted the English markets, and there was no sale. As the hon. 
Inspector General was desirous of pressing his motion through that 
night, he (Mr. C.) would not further take up the time of the House; but he 
begged to assure his hon. and learned friend for the 3rd, Riding of York, 
he should be ready to resume the cudgel when he should be invited.2 


MESSRS. STEVENSON AND BADGLEY, both spoke briefly in favor of the 
amendment, but in so low tones that they could not be heard in the 
Reporters' Box.267 


MR. MCCONNELL did not intend to have taken any part in this debate, 
knowing as he did, that every minute thus consumed cost the country one 
dollar, 268 Long debates cost the country a large sum of money . 2° He 
should therefore have remained silent, but for an observation which fell 
from the hon. member opposite. As to the question before the House, namely 
the propriety of doing away with the Navigation Laws, he supposed there 
was but one opinion (hear, hear;) and it appeared to him that all the 
arguments bearing on the question might have been put in a very small nut- 
shell. (Hear, hear.) At one time it was the policy of Great Britain 
to give protection to her colonies, but at the same time, as a kind of 
offset, she imposed the navigation laws upon them; at another time, she 
had seen fit to do away with protection, at the same time she should have 
dropt the navigation laws.2/1 (Hear, hear.) An hon. gentleman who called 
himself member of the city of wood, had told the House that they should 
not2/2 encourage2/3 home manufactures, because the people of the United 
States can manufacture cheaper that we can. (So we understand the hon. 
member.) He (Mr. McConnel) thought that was a bad doctrine. What were 
the causes which enable the people of the United States to manufacture 
cheaper than we can? In the first place, they were an industrious, in- 
telligent, and go-ahead people. Although, at the same time, he would not 
admit that they excelled in that respect the people of United Canada. 
What, then, enabled them to manufacture so cheaply, and be a great manu- 
facturing people? It was protection. (Hear, hear.) At a certain time 
they found it necessary to protect and encourage home manufactures2/4 and 
their manufactures had flourished so much under it, that they could now 
come and sell us things cheaper than the British could do. By being 
obliged to buy their manufactures, all their money was taken away. He was 
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desirous of their manufacturing for themselves, and keeping their money 

within the country, and he, therefore, was for protection, in order that __ 

they might have a trial, to see if they could manufacture for themselves.~/> 
MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS rose, amidst cries of question, he said he would 

make very few remarks in reply to the hon. member for Sherbrooke, and 

others who had taken part in this debate and endeavour to shew that the 

arguments they brought forward were inconclusive. It was very much to 

be regretted that any amendment had been moved to this resolution. They 

all agreed as to the propriety of the repeal of the Navigation Laws, and 

it was of the greatest importance that there should be unanimity on the 

part of this House and country if they desired to get that repeal. (Hear 

hear.) The hon. member for Sherbrooke had asked him (Mr. H.) why he 

desired to strengthen the hands of the free Trade party and not of the 

Protectionists? he would answer the question: the Free Traders who are 

now in power in England propose to give us the repeal of the Navigation 

Laws, which all here want, surely then they ought to strengthen the hands 

of those who promised to give them what they desired. If the hon. member 

was, as he professed to be, in favor of a repeal of the Navigation Laws, 

why should he not do in his power to strengthen the hands of those who 

favour that measure. What would be the object of strengthening the 

hands of the Protectionists, to aid them in throwing out the Ministerial 

measure. He (Mr. H.) could not understand the policy of adopting such 

a course, (Hear, hear.) The hon. member states that there were three 

things to be submitted. Protection without the repeal of the Navigation 

Laws--a repeal of the Navigation Laws without the continuance of pro- 

tection, and third which he said was the proposition from his side of 

the House, to have a repeal of the Navigation Laws, and also the con- 

tinuance of protection. The protection party were at present out of 

power in England, and there was no reasonable ground to suppose that 

they were likely to come in at an early period, and therefore, by 

asking for protection, we simply strengthen the hands of these people, 

without gaining anything for ourselves. We are not going to get pro- 

tection, the present government were not likely to give it to us, unless 

they did it on the principle of placing a revenue on corn, in which 

case they would do it without any advice from us, and totally irrespective 

of any expression of opinion here. There had been a great deal said in 

the course of the debate on the general question of protection and free 

trade, subjects quite irrelevant to that under discussion. With regard 

to the question of protection to domestic manufactures, that also would 

be discussed, at another time, and it was useless to introduce it now 

on the consideration of a question on which members of both sides of the 

House were agreed. Mr. Hincks next referred to the effect of the navigation 

laws on the trade with Havanna, and on the price of freights from the St. 

Lawrence homewards, and concluded by expressing a hope, that if the support- 

ers of the amendment which had deen (sic) proposed by Mr. Cayley, saw that 

they could not cary it, they would pass the original motive (sic) unanimous- 

ly. (Hear, hear, )2/6 


MR. DEWITT made some remarks in favour of the Resolution, and expressed 
his confidence in getting most of the trade of the West to come by the St. 
Lawrence, should they succeed in getting the Navigation Laws repealed; and 
so high an object did he consider the repeal of these laws, that he would 
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recommend the Government to send two gentlemen to impress upon the Home 


Government the advantages which the country would derive from the mieaguee. | 


The amendment was then put from the Chair, and lost, only about 12 
members voting for it.278 


The original Resolution was then put and carried unanimously.279 


(43) 
after some ttme spent therein, 
Mr, Speaker resumed the Chatr; 
And Mr. Thompson reported, That the Committee had come to a Resolution; 
whteh was read, as followeth:-- 


Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to Her Most Gractous Majesty, 
to assure Her Majesty of the devoted loyalty of the people of thts 
Province, and of thetr stnecere attachment to Her Majesty's person and 
Government; to represent to Her Majesty that thts House feels tt to be 
a duty tneunbent upon itt to take the earltest opportunity to assure 
Her Majesty that the sentiments of the people of thts Province on the 
subject of the repeal of the Brtttsh Navigation Laws which were expressed 
to Her Majesty tn a jotnt Address from the two Houses of the Provinetal 
Parltament in the month of July, 1847, remain unehanged; that delay in 
removing the present restrictions on the employment of Foretgn Shipping 
would, tn the optnton of thts House, be htghly tnjurtous to the Carry- 
tng Trade of the St. Lawrence; that tn order to secure the Trade, the 
Province, relying on the conttnuance of the protection which was then 
enjoyed by Colontal products tn the markets of Great Britain, tneurred 
a large debt for the construction of a line of Shtp Canals, by means 
of which the cost of Inland Transport has been very materially reduced; 
that owing to the dtfficulttes attending the navigation of the St. 
Lawrence, the greater length of the voyage, and the higher rates of 
insurance , freights are likely at all ttmes to range htgher at Quebec 
than at New York, but that the practical effect of the Navigation Laws 
ts not only to prevent the posstbtlity of a fatr competitton between 
the two routes, but actually to gtve direct encouragement to Amertcan 
shipping, not only through the Canals of the State of New York, but 
at the Seaports of the United States; that at the Seaports of the 
United States Shtpptng ean generally be procured to carry any quantity 
of produce that may be offered wtthout a matertal tnerease of fretght, 
but that even tn case of scarcity, as the navtgatiton ts open throughout 
the year, Foretgn Shtpping can readtly be procured in_Europe at fatr 
renumerative rates of fretght, and wtthout sertous tnconventence 


(44) 
or loss of ttme; that at Quebec, on the other hand, the exporter is 
compelled to rely on the regular traders to the ports, so that when an 
unusual aceumulatton of produce takes place, vessels cannot be procured, 
and fret ights tmmedtate ly rtse to most exorbitant rates; that no means 
extst of engaging British Shipping to meet the sudden demands whitch 
the nature of the trade causes, as such shtpping ts seldom to be met 
with at Amertcan ports, unless under spectfte orders, or the engagements 
of a Character; that the early clostng of the navigation of St. Lawrence 
renders it difficult, tf not tmposstble, to obtain shipping from . England 
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to supply the sudden demands whitch, from the nature of the trade, are 
constantly artstng, and which could readtly be supplted at the Amertcan 
Seaports, whence vessels would at any time come round to the St. Law- 
rence tf assured of remmerative freights; that the uncertainty which 
at all times prevatls as to the route by whitch the products of the 
West wtll be transported to the Sea Board, must operate to prevent 
Brittsh Vessels comtng to the St. Lawrence in suffitctent numbers to 
ensure moderate freights during the shipping season, whtle the scarcity 
of shipping and the immedtate rise of fretghts to England, whenever a 
large supply of products ts sent by the St. Lawrence, has the effect 
of diverting those products through the Erie Canal to New York: That 
the Navigation Laws have likewise had a most injurtous influence on 
the tmport trade of the Province; that it has not unfrequently happened 
that Canadtan tmporters of sugars, being unable to procure Brittsh 
Vessels on any terms at Havannah and other foretgn ports, have been 
compelled to tmport thetr cargoes tn Amertcan bottoms to New York, and 
thence through the American Canals to Canada, when, but for the 
restrictions tmposed by the Navigatton Laws, they would have imported 
them by the St. Lawrence in foretgn bottoms, whtch could have been read- 
ily procured: That this House has observed, with much satisfaction, 
that a Btll was introduced tnto the House of Commons during the last 
Sesston of the Impertal Parltament for the repeal of the Navtgatton 
Laws, and thts House betng of optnton that the provistons of that 
Bill are caleulated to remove those restrtcttons from whtch the trade 
of thts Province ts now suffering, most humbly pray that Your Majesty 
will be gractously pleased to recommend the subject of the repeal of 
the Navtgatiton Laws to the favorable constderatton of the Impertal 
Parltament. And thts House would further humbly pray, that Your 
Majesty wtll be gractously pleased to authorize the Governor of thts 
Provinee to permit Foretgn Vessels to navigate the St. Lawrence above 
Quebec, under such restrictions as His Excellency may tn hts wisdom 
see fit to impose. 
The satd Resolutton betng read a second ttme; 
The Honorable Mr. Cayley moved tn amendment thereunto, seconded by Mr. 
Sherwood, of Brockville, That the words, "of protectton to Colontal products 
and" be tnserted after the first word "subject:" That the words, "delay tn 
removing the present restrictions on the emp Loyment of Foreign Shtpping 
would, inthe optnton of thts House, be highly tnjurtous to the Carrying 
Trade of the St. Lawrence; that in order to secure thts Trade, the Province, 
relying on the continuance of the protectton which was then enjoyed by 
Colontal products tn the markets of Great Britain, tneurred a large debt 
for the construction of a line of Shtp Canals, by means of whteh the cost 
of Inland Transport has been very matertally reduced," be left out, and the 
words, "this Province, relying on the continuance of the protectton enjoyed 
up to a very recent pertod by Colontal products in the Engltsh market, and 
assisted by a loan raised on the Credit of Great Britain, has constructed 
a chain of Ship Canals to connect its inland waters, and extend the Carry- 
ing Trade of the St. Lawrence; that the withdrawal of that protectton, more 
especially while the St. Lawrence continues closed to foreign vessels, 
must render these Works comparatively useless, and impose a heavy unproductive 
debt on the limited resources of the Province," inserted tnstead thereof: 
and, That the word "but" after the first words "New York," be left out, 








346 


and the word "and" tnserted thereof. 
And the Questton being put on the Amendments; the House dtvtded; and 
the names betng called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


YEAS, 
Messteurs Badgley, Cayley, Christie, Dickson, Gugy, Macdonald of 
KINGSTON, Malloch, M'Lean, Prince, Robinson, Seymour, Sherwood of 
BROCKVILLE, Smtth of FRONTENAC, and Stevenson.--(14.) 


NAYS. 
Messteurs Attorney General Baldwin, Beaubten, Bell, Soltettor General 


Blake, Boulton of NORFOLK, Bouthtliter, Burritt, Cameron of KENT, Cartter, 


Cauchon, Chauveau, Davignon, DeWitt, Duchesnay, Dumas, Egan, Flint, Fortier, 
Fournter, Fourquin, Gutllet, Hall, Bincks, Holmes, Jobin, Johnson, Attorney 
General LaFontatne, Laterriére, Laurin, Lemteux, Macdonald of GLENGARRY, 
M'Comnell, M'Farland, Merritt, Méthot, Morrison, Notman, Paptneau, Polette, 
Price, Richards, Sauvageau, Scott of BYTOWN, Scott of TWO MOUNTAINS, Smith 
of DURHAM, Taché, Thompson, Viger, and Wetenhall.--(49.) 
So tt passed tn the Negative. 
Then the satd Resolutton was agreed to. 
Resolved, That a Select Committee, composed of the Honorable Mr. Hincks, 
the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin, and Mr. Holmes, be 
appointed to prepare and report the draught of an Address to Her 


Majesty, tn conformity to the satd Resolutton. 








Address to The Honorable Mr, Hineks reported from the Select 
Her Majesty Committee appointed to draw up an humble Address to 
reported. Her Majesty on the subject of the Navtgatton Laws, 


that they had dram up an Address accordingly; and 
the same was read, as followeth:-- 

To the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty. 

Most Gractous Soveretgn, 

We, Your Majesty's most duttful and loyal subjects, the Commons of 
Canada, tn Provinetal Parltament assembled, humbly approach Your Majesty 
for the purpose of assuring your Majesty of the devoted loyalty of the 
people of thts Province, and of thetr sincere attachment to Your Majesty's 
Person and Government; and we beg to represent to Your Majesty that we 
feel zt to be a duty tncumbent upon us to take the earltest opportunity 
to assure Your Majesty that the sentiments of the people of thts Province 
on the subject of the repeal of the Brtttsh Navtgatton Laws which were 
expressed to Your Majesty in a jotnt Address from the two Houses of the 
Provinetal Parltanent in the month of July, 1847, remain unchanged; that 
delay in removing the present restrictions on the employment of Foretgn 
Shipping would, tn our optnton, be htghly tnjurtous to the Carrying Trade 
of the_St. Lawrence; that tt order to secure thts Trade, the Province, 
relytng on the continuance of the protection whtch was then enjoyed by 
Cotontal products in the markets of Great Britatn, incurred a large debt 
for the construction of a line of Shtp Canals, by means of whitch the cost 
of Inland Transport has been very matertally reduced; that owtng to the 
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dtfficulttes attending the navigation of the St. Lawrence, the greater 
Length of the voyage, and the htgher rates of tnsurance, fretghts are 
itkely at all times to range higher at Quebee than at New York, but the 
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practteal effect of the Navigation Laws tn not only to prevent the 
posstbtlity of a fatr competition between the. two routes, but actually 
to give dtrect encouragement to Amertcan shtpping, not only through the 
Canats of the State of New York, but at the Seaports of the Untted States; 
that at the Seaports of the United States, Shipping can generally be 
procured to carry any quantity of produce that may be offered, without a 
matertal tnerease of fretght, but that even in case of searctty, as the 
navigation ts open throughout the year, Foretgn Shtpptng can readily be 
procured tn Europe at fatr remmerative rates of freight, and without 
sertous tneonventence or loss of time; that at Quebec, on the other hand 
the exporter ts compelled to rely on the regular traders to the port, 
so that when an unusual accumulation of produce takes place, vessels 
cannot be procured, and fretghts tmmedtately rise to most exorbttant 
rates; that no means extst of engaging British Shtpptng to meet the 
sudden demands which the nature of the trade causes, as such shipping 
ts seldom to be met wtth at American ports, unless under spectfic 
orders, or the engagements of a Charter; that the early closing of the 
navigation of the St. Lawrence renders tt difficult, tf not tmposstble, 
to obtain shtpping from England to supply the sudden demands whtch, from 
the nature of the trade, are constantly artsing, and whtch could readily 
be supplied at the Amertcan Seaports, whence vessels would at any ttme 
come round to the_St. Lawrence tf assured of remunerative freights ; that 
the uncertainty whitch at all times prevails as to the route by whtch the 
products of the West wtll be eeoried to the Sea Board, must operate 
to prevent British Vessels coming to the St. Lawrence in suffictent numbers 
to ensure moderate fretghts during the shipping season, while the scarctty 
of shtpping and the tmmedtate rise of fretghts to England, whenever a 
Large supply of products ts sent by the St. Lawrence, has the effect of 
iverting those products through the Erte Canal to New York. 

We beg further to represent to your Majesty, that the Navtgatton Laws 
have likewise had a most injurtous influence on the tmport trade of the 
Province; that tt has not unfrequently happened that Canadtan tmporters of 
sugars being unable to procure British Vessels on any terms at_Havanah and 
other foretgn ports, have been compelled to import thetr cargoes tn Amertcan 
bottoms to New York, and thence through the Amertean Canals to Canada, 
when, but for the restrictions imposed ee the Navigation Laws, they would 
have imported them by the St. Lawrence tn foretgn bottoms which could have 
been readtly procured. 

We have observed wtth much sattsfactton, that a Btll was tntroduced 
into the House of Commons during the last Sesston of the Impertal Parltanent 
for the repeal of the Navigation Laws, and being of optnton that the pro- 
vtstons of that Btll are ealeulated to remove those restrictions from 
whteh the trade of thts Province ts now suffering, we most humbly pray 
that Your Majesty wtll be graectously pleased to recommend the subject of 
the repeal of the Navigatton Laws to the favorable constderation of the 
Impertal Parliament. 

And we would further humbly pray, that Your Majesty wtll be gractously 
pleased to authorize the Governor of thts Provinee to permit Foretgn 
Vessels to navigate the St. Lawrence above Quebec, under such restrictions 
as His Excellency may in hts wisdom see fit to tmpose. 














The Address being read a second time, was agreed to. 
Ordered, That the satd Address be engrossed. 
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Resolved, That a Message be sent to the Legtslattve Counctl, informing 
thetr Honors that this House has adopted an Address to Her Majesty 
on the subject of the Navigation Laws, and requesting the concurrence 
of their Honors thereto. 

Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Hineks do carry the satd Message to the 
Legtslatitve Counctl. 


Orders Ordered, That the remaining Orders of the day be 
deferred. postponed unttl to-morrow. 


Then, on motton of the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin, 
seconded by the Honorable Mr. Viger. 
The House adjourned. 


APPENDIX, 29 JANUARY 1849, 
((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: PROVINCIAL LUMBER TRADE,))29° 


MR. J. SCOTT (Bytown) gave notice that he would to-morrow move for the 
appointment of the Committee to enquire into the present state of the 
Lumber Trade in this Province,281 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: SEIGNEURIAL RIGHTS.)) 282 


DR. DAVIGNON inquired of Ministers whether it is intended to propose 
any measure, with respect to Seigneurial Rights, and if so, what is its 
nature, 283 


MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE a répondu ... que 1l'administration ne proposerait 
pas, durant cette session, de mesure concernant le tenure seigneuriale, 
mais qu'elle soumettriait 4 la chambre une résolution préparartoire 
tendant 4 asseoir la base d'une mesure future. Aprés l'adoption de cette 
résolution générale, si elle a lieu, un comité spécial devra tre nommé, 
lequel sera chargé de s'enquérir des moyens et du mode de changement de 
tenure, 284 


((WITHDRAWN MOTION RE: REPEAL OF JUDGES’ INDEPENDENCE Ie ac 


M. LAURIN fit motion qu'il lui fut permis d'introduire un bill pour 
rappeler l'acte d'indépendance des juges. L'objet de la mesure, dit M. 
Laurin, était de rendre les juges responsables de leur conduite vis-a-vis 
de quelque tribunal qu'il faudrait nommer, 


MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE dit qu'il s'’opposerait 4 1l'introduction de 
cette masure.287 


DR. LATERRIERE se prononcga en faveur du projet de 101, 288 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN croyait que ce bill était également important 
pour le Haut comme pour le Bas-Canada, I1 espérait que la chambre ne 
retournerait pas sur ses pas pour placer les juges sous la dépendance 
de la couronne. Si c'’était 1a l'intention du moteur de la mesure, la 


chambre devait et il espérait qu'elle s'opposerait a son introduction. 299 


MR. SHERWOOD concurred in the views taken by the honble Member the 
Attorney General West. The principal of the bill sought to be introduced, 
was one which ought to be opposed at once. Were such a bill passed, much 
evil would arise, as an instance of which, he might return to the late 
attempt to place an inferior judge over superior judges. Was it sought 
to try judges by impeachment, he would not object to that, but he would op- 
pose the wish to go back to the state of things which existed prevailed (sic) 
to the existing law coming into operation. He would oppose the motion. 


M. CHRISTIE dit qu'il s'opposerait 4 la motion.7?4 


COL. PRINCE parla dans le méme sens. Un des premiers actes de Georges 
111, dit 1'hon. membre, fut de donner son consentement 4 la passation d'une 
loi établissant 1'indépendance des juges.292 The law bearing upon the 
district judges he designated as "odious," and thought the sooner it was 
removed from the Statute book the better. He hoped judges would soon be 
placed on the same footing as the other judges. He opposed the present 
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measure. 293 


MR. CHAUVEAU spoke in favor of the pies 
((Il y avait)) quelques remarques ... de quelqu'autres membres 
contre. 


On ... a demandé ((de M. Laurin)) pourquoi il voulait rappeler une 
loi si importante, loi qui, si elle eut existé dans d'autres circonstances, 
eut sauvé certaines juges de 1'humiliante position dans laquelle les placa 
la crainte du pouvoir.29 


M. LAURIN répliqua qu'il ne voulait le rappel de cette loi, 1'anéantis- 
sement de cette sauve-garde de la conscience du juge et de ses libertés 
publiques, que parce qu'elle n'avait pas créé un tribunal pour juger les 


juges. 


On lui rappela que, sur un adresse des deux chambres, un juge peut 
étre suspendu de ses fonctions, et que, dans tous les cas, ce n'était 
pas atteindre son objet que de rappeler une loi parce qu'elle n'était 
pas tout 4 fait compléte dans sand résultat. 298 


M. LAURIN.--I1 consentit 4 retirer sa mesure, sur l'engagement que 
prit M. Christie de remédier 4 l'inconvénient dont il se plaignait.299 
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BRITISH COLONIST, 6 February 1849. 


HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 7 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 31 January 1849. 
IBID. 

IBID. 


The debate on this matter was reported by: 


PILOT, 31 January 1849, 


MORNING CHRONICLE, 31 January 1849, BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 1 February 
1849, BRITISH COLONIST, 2 February 1849, BRITISH WHIG, 2 February 
1849, PROVINCIALIST, 5 February 1849, GLOBE, 7 February 1849, and 
BATHURST COURIER, 9 February 1849, in identical accounts. 

PILOT, 31 January 1849, 


282. 


283. 
284. 
285. 


286. 
287. 
288. 
289. 
290. 
291. 
292. 
293. 
294. 
295 
2960 
297.6 
298. 
299. 
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The debate on this matter was reported by: LA MINERVE, 1 February 
1849; LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 1 February 1849; and PILOT, 31 January 
1849, BRITISH WHIG, 2 February 1849, GLOBE, 7 February 1849, and 
BATHURST COURIER, 9 February 1849, in identical accounts. 

PILOT, 31 January 1849, 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 1 February 1849, 

The debate on this matter was reported by: LA MINERVE, 1 February 
1849; LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 1 February 1849; and PILOT, 31 January 
1849, GLOBE, 7 February 1849, BRITISH WHIG, 2 February 1849, and 
BATHURST COURIER, 9 February 1849, in identical accounts. 

LA MINERVE, 1 February 1849. 

TBID. 

IBID, 

IBID. 

PILOT, 31 January 1849. 

LA MINERVE, 1 February 1849. 

BAD ie 

PILOT, 31 January 1849, 

IBID. 

LA MINERVE, 1 February 1849. 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 1 February 1849, 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 


TUESDAY, 30 JANUARY 1849, 


(45) 
Petitions THE following Petittons were severally brought 
brought up. up, and laid on the table:-- 


By Mr, eee of Wentworth,--The Petttton of the Mayor and Counctllors 


of the Town of Brantford. 


By Mr. Gisor --The Petttion of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District 
of Ottawa (Courts of Asstze), 

~ By Mr. DeWitt, --The Petition of J, Brazeau and others, of Ste. Martine; 
the Petition of John Molson, Esqutre, Chatrman on behalf of the Company of 
Proprtetors of the Champlatn and_St. Lawrence Ratlroad (Dues to Harbour 
Commtsstoners) » 

By Mr. Taché,--The Petttton of the Reverend_J. B, Grenter and divers 
tnhabttants of the Village of St. Arséne de Kakouna; the Petitton of B, 
Dionne, Esquire, and others, of the Partsh of St. George de de Kakouna and 
St. Arséne de Kakouna, County of Rimouski; the Petition of the Mayor and 
Counetllors of the Mmictpality of Rimouski; (Provinetal Statues); the 
Petition of Alexts Gagné, of the Parish of St. Louts de Kemouraska; and 
the Petttton of the Mayor and Councillors of the County of Rimouskt 
(Extenston of Limits). 

By Mr, Egan,--The Petttiton of Messrs. LeMesurter, Tilstone, and Company, 
and others interested tn the Timber Trade; the Petition of John Foran, and 
others engaged tn the Ttmber Trade on the River Ottawa and tts trtbutartes; 
the Petitton of George B. de Boucherville, of Montreal, Esquire; and the 
Petttton of Baxter Bowman, Esquire, and others tnterested in the Timber 
Trade. 

By Mr, Marquts,--The Petition of the Reverend L. A. Bourret and divers 
tnhabitants of the County of Kamouraska. 

By Mr, Notman,--The Petttton of John Burwell, of Port Burwell, itn the 
District of London, Esqutre. 

By Mr. Macdonald, of Glengarry,--The Petttton of the Reverend_Aeneas 
M'Donald and others, the Catholte Clergy and Latty of the Partsh of Corn- 
wall; and the Petttton of Charles Curtts Farran, of the Townshtp of 
Osnabruck, County of Stormont. 

By the Honorable Mr. Merrttt,--The Petition of Robert Hamilton, and 
others, of the Dtstrtct of Neagara. 

By Mr, Lemteux,--The Petition of F. X. Thompson. 

By Mr, Laurin,--The Petitton of Mrs. ~ Loutse 0. Beauzet, wtdow of the 
late Z. Grenier, and wife of J. H. Martin, , of the Parish of St, Rémt, 
Distrtet of Montreal. 








(46) 
By Mr, Jobin,--The Petttion of Mrs. M, A. F. Viger and other Ladtes, 
the Directresses and Officers of the Montreal Catholte Orphan Asylum, 
By the Honorable Mr, Sherwood,--The Petttton of John Jacques and 
others, of the Ctty of Toronto and of the Home District. 





Royal Assent A Message from Hts Excellency the Governor General, 
to a Belt. by Fredertek Starr Jarvis, Esquire, Gentleman Usher 


of the Black Rod. 
Mr, Speaker, 
Hts Excellency the Governor General destres the immediate attendance 
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of thts Honorable House in the Legtslative Counetl Chamber. 

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, wtth the House, went to the Counctl Chamber, 

And betng returned; 

Mr. Speaker reported, That agreeable to the commands of His Excellency 
the Governor General, the House had attended upon Hts Excellency tn the 
Legislative Counetl Chamber, where Hts Excellency was pleased to give, 
tn Her Majesty's name, the Royal Assent to the following Public Bill:-- 








Partition of An Act to amend and extend certain provistons 
Lands, &., of an Act to factlttate the partttion of Lands, 
Bill. Tenements, and Heredttaments, in certain cases tn 

Lower Canada. 
Petition of Ordered, That the Petttton of the Reverend Messtre 
Rev. M. St. St. Germain, Curé of the Partsh of St. Laurent, 
Germain; County of Montreal; the Petttton of the Ststers 
Of the Sisters of the Holy Cross, of the Partsh of St. Laurent, 
of the Holy Cross; County of Montreal; the Petition of Louts Comte, 
Of L. Comte; of the Ctty of Montreal, Master Mason and Contractor; 
oT Vecks We and the Petition of V. P. W. Dorton and others, 
Dorton and Members of the "Instttut Canadten of Montreal;" 
others ; be referred to the Standing Committee on Standing 

Orders, 

Of T. C. Lee Resolved, That the Petition of Thomas C. Lee and others, 
and others; of the Ctty of Quebec, and others tnterested tn 


the Shtpping frequenting the Port of Quebec, tin 
referred to a Select Committee composed of Mr, Méthot, Mr. Lemteux, Mr. 
Polette, Mr. Cauchon, and Mr, Egan, to examine the eontents thereof, and 
to report thereon wtth all conventent speed, by Bill or otherwise; with 
power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Of J, Clark Resolved, That the Petttton of John Clark and others, 
of the City of Montreal and tts victntty, be re- 
ferred to a Select Committee composed of the 
Honorable Mr. Papineau, Mr. Soitettor General Drwmmond, Mr. Jobin, Mr. Dumas, 
and Mr, Mongenats, to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon 
with all conventent speed; wtth power to send for persons, papers, and 
records. 








and others; 








Of John Clark, Ordered, That the Petition of John Clark, of the 

referred. Parish of Longue Pointe, in the Distrtet of 
Montreal, Esqutre, be referred to the satd 

Committee. 

First Report of Mr, DeWttt, from the Standing Committee on Con- 

Committee on tingenetes, presented to the House the First Report 

Contingenctes. of the satd Committee; whitch was read, as followeth:-~ 


Your Committee beg leave to report, That having met thts forenoon, for 
the purpose of taking into constderatton the most expedient method of mati- 
ing the Letters and Correspondence of Honorable Members, in conformity wtth 
the Resolution of Your Honorable House, and that having maturely constdered 
the subject in its various bearings, as well with respect to the conventence 
of Honorable Members, as to economy, are unanimously of optnton that all 
Letters, Correspondence, and Papers forwarded by Members and chargeable 
against the Contingenctes of Your Honorable House, ought to pass through 
the office thereof.1 
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The Committee recommended that all letters franked by Members should pass 
through the hands of the Postmaster of the House. The Postmaster had pro- 
mised to take in letters posted at the House, up to the same moment that they 
could be posted at the Office in town.2 . 


(46) 
Mr. Dewitt moved, seconded by Mr. _Chrtstte, and the Question betng put, 
That this House doth coneur with the Committee tn the satd Report. 


Some hon. members ... ((complained)) of the inconvenience to which members 
would be put.3 


On the other hand, it was contended that a vast deal of forgery and 
trickery would be prevented, and a vast saving to the country effected. It 
was stated that an immense number of letters were daily posted during the 
Session, the franks of which were forgeries.4 


MR. H. BOULTON was prepared to prove that the abuse did exist, and? 
urged a recurrence to the expected English practice of limiting the number 
of franks allowed to each member daily.6 


MR. WILSON and MR. W. SCOTT (Two Mountains) spoke in a similar way./ 


MR. W. BOULTON considered it an affront to be applied to for such 
accommodation. §& 


MR. H. SHERWOOD (Toronto) condemned the abuse if existing.? ((He)) sug- 
gested that Provincial letters still be posted at the office, but that all 
letters to be sent out of the Province should pass through the House.10 
He did not mean any imputation upon the mercantile community .11 


The latter was defended by MR. SOL. GEN. DRUMMOND, who denied the exist- 
ence of the abuse to the extent alleged.12 ((He)) denied that the citizens 
of Montreal were in the habit of forging franks.13 Mr. D. reprimanded hon. 
Members for their want of chastity, in accusing respectable persons of 
forgery.14 It was carrying old maidish prudery a little too far to say 
that a member was not to give a frank to a friend.15 


Several other hon. members took part in the debate. MESSRS. H. SMITH 
(Frontenac,) H. SHERWOOD, GUGY, and PRINCE opposed the motionl6, 


MESSRS. .«..- CHRISTIE, FLINT...» CAMERON, (Kent,) J. SMItH, (Deena) 
and several other hon. members supported it.1/7 
(46) 
The House dtvtded:--And tt was resolved in the Afftrmative. 
First Report of The Honorable Mr. Boulton, from the Standing Com- 
Committee on mittee on Standing Orders, presented to the House the 
Standing orders. First Report of the satd Committee; whtch was read, 


as followeth:-- 

Your Committee have examined the Petition of A. Rankin, Esqutre, and 
others, for the tncorporatton of the Huron Copper Bay Company, and find 
that the Pettttoners have inserted a nottce of thetr appltcation in the 
Canada Gazette for several months past; and tnasmuch as the localtty re- 
ferred to in thetr Petition ts beyond the limits of any District, Your 
Committee beg leave to recommend that the notice be deemed suffictent. 

The Petitton of Alfred Digby and others, of Brantford and other Town- 
ships, praying for the erectton of the satd Townshtps into a separate 
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District, had been examined by Your Committee, and proof has been laid 
before them of the publication of notice of a local paper for two months 
and upwards; but Your Committee would respectfully submit that they do 
not look upon applicattons of thts nature as comtng within the 66th Rule 
of Your Honorable House, requiring the publtecatton of notice. 

The same remark would also apply, tn the opitnton of Your Committee, 
to the Petition of the City Counetl of the City of Kingston, praying for 
amendments to thetr Act of Incorporation, and the Petition of Thomas W. 
Lloyd and others, members of the St. George's Soctety of Quebec, praying 
for an Act of Incorporation, in none of whtch cases ts any exclusive 
rtght or privilege destred by the Pettttoners. 


Huron Copper Ordered, That Mr. Prince have leave to bring in a 
Bay Company Btll. Bill to tncorporate the Huron Copper Bay Company. 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second 
time, on Friday next. 


Message from A Message from the Legtslative Counetl by Charles 
the Council. de Léry, Esqutre one of the Masters in Chancery:-- 


Mr. Speaker, 

The Legtslative Counetl have agreed to the Address to Her Majesty on 
the subject of the Navigatton Laws, by filling up the blank wtth "Legtstla- 
tive Counctl and:" And also, 


Navigation The Legtslattve Council have passed the accom- 
Laws. panying Address to Hts Excellency the Governor General 


General, requesting Hts Excellency to transmit the 
Joint Address to the Queen on the subject of the Navigation Laws, to Her 
Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colontes, in order that it may be latd 
at the foot of the Throne, to which they destre the coneurrence of this House. 


A considerable degreel8 of amusement was caused ... by the attempt of 
the very respectable gentleman, who has long brought down the messages from 
the Upper House in the English language, to render a message into the French, 
in accordance with the new law.19 


(46) 

To His Excellency the Right Honorable James, Rarl of Elgin and Kin- 
cardine, Governor General of British North America, and Captatn General 
and Governor tn Chief tn and over the Provinces of Canada, Nova Scotia, 
New Brunswick, and the Island of Prince Edward, and Vice Adntral of the 
same &c. &c. &. 

May tt please Your Excellency, 
We, Her Majesty's duttful and loyal Subjects, the Legtslatitve Counetl 


(47) 
of Canada, tn Provinetal Parltament assembled, beg leave to approach Your 
Exeellency, with our respectful request that you wtll be pleased to transmit 
our Joint Address to Her Most Gractous Majesty on the subject of the 
Navigation Laws, in such away as Your Excellency may deem fit, tn order 
that the same may be latd at the foot of the Throne. 
And also, 
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Act of Grace. The Legtslattve Counetl have hwnbly accepted 
and passed a Btll, tntttuled, "An Act for the Queen's 
most gractous, general and free Pardon." 
And then he wtthdrew. 


On motion of the Honorable Mr. Attorney General LaFontaine, seconded 
by the Honorable Mr, Attorney General Baldwin, 


Act of Grace. The engrossed Btll from the Legtslative Counetl, 
tntttuled, "An Aet for the Queen's most gractous, 
general and free Pardon," was once read. 
And, the Btll betng stgned by Hts Excellency the Governor General, all 
the Members sat uncovered whtle tt was read. 


Resolved, Nemtne Contradtcente, That the Btll to pass. 


Ordered, That the Honorable Mr, Attorney General LaFontatne do carry back 
the Btll to the Legislative Counetl, and acquatnt thetr Honors that 
thts House hath agreed to the same. 


On motton of the Honorable Mr. Hincks, seconded by the Honorable Mr. 
Attorney General Baldwin, 


Navigation Resolved, That thts House doth coneur tn the Address 
Laws. of the Honorable the Legislative Counetl to Hts 


Excellency the Governor General, requesting His 
Excellency to transmit the Jotnt Address to Her Majesty on the subject of 
the Navigatton Laws, tn such a way as His Excellency may deem fit, in 
order that tt may be latd at the foot of the Throne; that the blank therein 
be ftlled up with the words "and Commons;" and that the satd Address be 
stgned by Mr. Speaker on behalf of thts House. 


Resolved, That a Message be sent to the Legtslative Counetl, acquatnting 
thetr Honors that this House hath agreed to the Address to Hts Excel- 
leney the Governor General on the subject of the Navtgatton Laws. 


Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Hineks do carry the satd Message to the 
Legtslattve Council. 


St. George's Ordered, That Mr. Chauveau have leave to bring in 
Soctety Brill. a Bull to tneorporate the St. George's Soctety 
of Quebec. 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Monday next. 





Report on Mr.Méthot, from the Select Committee to whtch 
Petition of was referred the Petttton of John Gordon and others, 
J. Gordon and Stockholders in the Quebec. Warehoustng Company, pre- 
others. sented to the House the Report of the satd Committee; 


whitch was read, as followeth:-- 

Your Committee having exantned the contents of the Petition to them 
referred, coneur wtth the Pettttoners in the conelustons of thetr Petttton, 
and beg leave to recommend the introductton of a Bill into Your Honorable 
House tn conformity therewtth. 


Quebee Ware- Ordered, That Mr, Méthot have leave to bring in a 
houstng Company BLll to tneorporate the Quebec Warehousing 


BLU. Company « 
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He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Friday, the ntnth day of February next. 


Gaspé Fishery Ordered, That the Return of an Address from the 
and Coal Mining Legtslative Assembly to His Excellency the 
Company Governor General, dated the twenty-third tn- 


stant, relating to the Gaspé Fishery and Coal 
Mining Company, with the accompanying documents, latd before this House, 
yesterday, be printed for the use of the Members of this House. 


Notartal Or- Ordered, That Mr. Jobin have leave to bring in a 
ganization Bill. Bill to amend the Act providing for the organ- 


tzatton of the Notartal Professton in Lower Canada. 
He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Monday next. 





Offtetal Sala- Ordered, That Mr. Jobin have leave to bring in a 
rtes Attachment Bill to authorize to a certain extent the setzure 
BLL. and attachment of Offtetal Satartes towards pay- 


ment of the Ineunbents' debts. 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Monday next. 

On motton of the Honorable Mr, Merritt, seconded by the Honorable Mr. 


. Sg eee 
Price, 
Productions of Resolved, That thts House do now resolve ttself tnto 
the Untted States. a Commtttee, to enquire tnto the expedtency of 


providing for the free admtsston of certain 

Articles of the growth or produetton of the Untted States into Canada, 
upon the itke Articles the productton of Canada being admitted into the 
markets of the United States on the same terms. 

The House accordingly resolved ttself tnto the satd Committee. 

Mr, Polette took the Chatr of the Committee; and after some time spent 
therein, 

Mr, Speaker reswned the Chatr; 

And Mr, Polette reported, That the Committee had made some progress, 
and had directed him to move for leave to stt again. 


Ordered, That the Committee have leave to stt again to-morrow. 


On motion of Mr. Bouthillter, seconded by Mr. Jobin, 

Cireutt Courts. Ordered, That the Clerks of the Ctreutt Courts tn 
Lower Canada do, within the shortest posstble 

delay, lay before this House, Extracts from the entrtes tn thetr Courts, 
shewtng:-- 

1. The number of Acttons brought. 

2. The number of Cases dectded. 

3. The number of Cases under Stx pounds five shillings. 

4, The amount of Fees allowed to Bailtffs, Clerks, and Advocates, 

during the year 1847. 
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Muntetpal Ordered, That the Honorable Mr, Attorney General 
Corporations, Baldwin have leave to bring in a Bill to repeal 
GG, (U.C.} the Acts tn force tn Upper Canada, relative to 
Repeal Bill. the establtshment of Local and Muntctpal Author- 


tttes, the regulation of Htghways, the Assessment 
and colleetton of local Taxes, and other matters of a ltke nature, 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Tuesday, the thirteenth day of February next. 


In giving notice of a bill to erect Municipal Corporations in Upper 
Canada, MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN remarked that it would be based upon the Act 
of 1843 relating to the same subject, but much enlarged. Its operation 
was intended to be both urban and rural; to embrace every community, 
townships, Counties, &c. 


MR. H. SHERWOOD (Toronto) wished a sufficient time to be allowed for 
the Corporation of his own city to peruse and express their sentiments 
upon the proposed measure. 


(47) 
Mintetpal Cor- Ordered, That the Honorable Mr, Attorney General 
poratitons (U. C.) Baldwin have leave to bring tn a Btll to provide 
Consolidation Brill. by one general Law, for the erectton of Munictpal 
(48) 


Corporattons tn and for the several Counttes, Cities, Towns, Townships, and 
Villages tn Upper Canada. 

He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a second ttme, 
on Tuesday, the thirteenth day of February next. 


Lumber Trade. Resolved, That a Select Committee, composed of Mr. 

Seott, of Bytown, the Honorable Mr, Laterrtére, 
Mr. Egan, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Bell, Mr. Lyon,.Mr. Hall, Mr. Flint, and Mr. 
Holmes, be appointed to enquire into and report upon the state of the 
Lumber Trade, the causes of tts present depresston, the protection of the 
forests from unnecessary destruction, and upon all other matters affecting 
the Lumbering interests of thts Province; to report thereon from time to 
time; with power to send for persons, papers and records. 


Transfer of Ordered, That Mr. Richards have leave to bring in a 
Real Property Bill to stmpltfy the transfer to Real Property 
(U,C,)e0tLL. in Upper Canada, and to render certain rights 


and tnterests therein liable under executton. 
He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Monday, the twelfth day of February next. 


On motton of Mr. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Smith, of Wentworth, 


Boundartes of Ordered, That the Entry tn the Journal of this House, 
Dunn and other of 15th March, 1848, relating to the Petition of 
Townships. the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Niagara, 


representing the destre for the conftrmation of 
certain usages, and for certain alterattons tn the Boundaries of the 
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Tounshtps of Dumn, Canborough, Moulton, and Sherbrooke, and praying the 
actton of the House thereon, be now read. 


And the same was read accordingly. 


Resolved, That the satd Entry be referred to a Select Committee composed 
of Mr. Thompson, Mr. Wetenhall, Mr. _M'Farland, Mr. Smith, of Wentworth 
and Mr. Jonnson, to report thereon with all conventent speed; with power 


to send for persons, papers, and records. 


On motton of Mr. Christie, seconded by Mr. Prince 


pa SAT | 
Magdalen Ordered, That the Entry in the Journal of this House, 
Islands. of 9th June, 1847, relating to the Petttion of 


Htlatre Nadeau_and others, of the Magdalen Islands, 
praying that measures may be adopted to secure to them the free enjoyment 
of the Lands they have oceupted almost from time immemorial, be now read. 
Ordered, That the satd Entry be referred to the Select Commtttee to whitch 
ts referred the Petttton of James Cormter and others, of the Magdalen 
Islands. 


Ordered, That the satd Committee have leave to report from time to time. 


On motton of Mr, M'Farland, seconded by Mr. Thompson, 


Ntagara_and Ordered, That the Entry tn the Journal of thts House, 
Detrott Rivers of 26th March, 1846, relating to the extenston 
Ratlroad. of the Charter of the Niagara and Detroit Rivers 


Ratlroad Company, be now read, 
And the same was read accordingly. 


Ordered, That the said Entry be referred to the Standing Committee on Ratl- 


road and Telegraph Line Btils. 





Message from . A Message from the Legtslattve Counctl, by John 

the Council. Flemnings Taylor, Esqutre, one of the Masters tin 
Chancery :-- 

His Fucellency Mr, Speaker, 

appoints to be The Legtslattve Counetl aequatnt this House that 

attended. Hts Excellency the Governor General has appotnted 


to-morrow, at one o'clock tn the afternoon, to be 
attended with the Addresses of both Houses on the subject of the Navtgatton 
Laws; and that the Legtslative Counetl have ordered that such Members of the 
Executive Council who are Members of thetr House, do attend Hts Excellency 
at that time on the part of thetr House, 
And then he wtthdrew. 





Messengers to Ordered, That such Members of this House as are of 
attend Hts Ex- the Honorable the Executive Counetl of thts Pro- 
cellency with vinee, do attend His Excellency the Governor 

an Address. General on the part of thts House, to-morrow, 


at one o'clock in the afternoon, with the Address 
of both Houses on the subject of the Navigation Laws. 


Toronto Lunatic The Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin, one 
Asylum_and of Her Majesty's Executive Council, presented, 
Dr. Park. pursuant to an Address to His Excellency the Governor 


General,--Return to an Address from the Legtslative 
Assembly to Hts Excellency the Governor General, dated the 26th tnstant, 
praying that His Excellency would be pleased to cause to be latd before 
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them, all the Correspondence between the Commtsstoners of the Temporary 
Lunatte Asylun at Toronto, and the Provtnetal Secretary, relating to their 
complaints against Dr, Park, the Supertntendent of the satd Asylum; and 
also, all commmtcattons from Dr. Park to the Provinetal Secretary on the 
subjeet of hts complaints agatnst the satd Commtsstoners, and all. other 
documents or papers tn any way relating to the dismtssal of Dr. Park 
from the sttuatton of Superintendent of the Temporary Lunatic Asylwn 

at Toronto; and also, coptes of all Correspondence between Dr. Park and 
the Provinetal Secretary, relating to the tssutng of a Commtsston to 
examine and enqutre into the causes of difference between the satd 
Commtsstoners and Dr. Park, and also, a copy of the satd Commtsstons 
appotnting the Commtsstoners and Dr. Park. 








Appendix (M.) For the satd Return, see Appendix (M.) 
Message from The Honorable Mr, Attorney General Baldwin, one 
Hts Excellency. of Her Majesty's Executive Counctl, deltvered to 


Mr, Speaker a Message from His Excelleney the Governor 
General, stgned by His Excellency. 
And the satd Message was read by Mr. Speaker, all the Members, of the 
House betng uncovered; and ts as followeth:-- 


Despatches. ELGIN AND KINCARDINE. 
The Governor General transmits for the tnforma- 


tton of the Legtslative Assembly, coptes of the Despatches from Her Majesty's 


Secretary of State for the Colontes enumerated tn the annexed Schedule. 
Government House, 
30th January, 1849. 
Schedule. 
Earl Grey to the Earl of Elgin. 
No. 166, 11th February, 1848--Customs' Act assented. to by the Queen, with 
Letter from Treasury and the Board of Trade respecting tt. 


Wo. 167, 11th February, 1848--Ditto, wtth Memorial from certatn Iron Founders, 


No. 175, 6th March, 1848--Ditto, wtth Memorial from certain Glasgow Mer- 
chants. 

No. 186, 31st March, 1848--Ditto, vtews of Her Majesty's Government. 

No. 252, 7th July, 1848--Respecting the Canada Act to extend Copyright to 
persons restdent in the Untted Kingdom. 


(49) 

No. 299, 17th November, 1848--Haltfax and Quebec Ratlroad--Transmitting 
Report of Commtsstoners, and desiring to be tnformed of the vtews of 
the Provinetal Legislature. 

Milttary, 15th September, and 22nd December, 1848--Respecting the necessity 
of exempting from Duty, articles imported for the Milttary service. 

No. 174, 24th February 1848--Respecting the Montreal and Lachtne and the 
St. Lawrence and Industry Ratlway Acts. 

No. 202, 20th April, 1848--Enclostng Order of the Queen tn Counetl conform- 
tng seven reserved Ratlway Bills of 1847, and potnting out amendments 
requtred. 

No. 206, 29th April, 1848--Reporting the conftrmatton to certatn Acts, and 
suggesting anendments to the Acts for tneorporating the Montreal and 
Echo Lake Mintng Companies. 

No, 231, 15th June, 1848--Suggesting amendments to the Act tncorporating 
the Western Telegraph Company. 
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Appendix (N.) For the Despatches accompanying the said Mes- 
sage, see Appendix (MN). 


Ordered, That the satd Message, wtth the accompanying Despatches, be 
printed for the use of the Members of this House. 


Oxford The Order of the day for taking into further 
Electton. constderatton the case of John George Vanstttart, 


Esqutre, Returning Officer atthe last General 
Eleetton for the County of Oxford, being read; 

And the House betng informed that Mr, Edmmd Deedes, a witness on the 
part of Mr. Vanstttart, attended at the door; he was called in; and, at 
the Bar, examined, as followeth:-- 

By Colonel Prince. 


In the absence of Sir Allan MacNab from Cuieeasttion = 


61. You are, I belteve, Edmind Deedes, Esquire, of Woodstock, in the 
County of Oxford, in Upper Canada; were you present at the nomination of 
the Oxford Electton on the 28th December, 1847?--I am. I was present at 
the Oxford Electton at that time. 

62, Were you on or near the hustings when Mr. Hineks' qualtfication 
was demanded?--I was onthe hustings. 

63. Were you near the Returning Offtcer on that oecaston; tf so, at 
what distance were you from hitm?--I was standing next to htm. 

64, Are you acquainted with Mr. George Brown, of Toronto, and was he 
present on that occaston?--I am acquainted with him, and he was present 
on that oecaston. 

65. At what dtstance was he from the Returning Offtcer?--As near as 
I can remember, about three yards. 

66, Did Mr. Brown appear there as the representative of the Honorable 
Franets Hineks?--He satd so. 

67. Dtd you remain on the hustings during the proceedings of that day, 
and were you tn a posttton to hear what was satd by, or addressed to, the 
Returning Offteer?--I dtd rematn on the hustings during the whole proceedings 
of that day, and was in a posttton to hear what was satd by, or addressed 
to, the Returning Officer. 

68. By whom was the qualtficatton of the Honorable Francis Hineks sub- 
mitted to the Returning Offtcer?--By Mr, George Brown. 

69. Did the Returning Offtecer on recetving the satd quaitftcatton, 
or at any time subsequently, hold a conversation with Mr. Brown in relatton 
to the satd qualtfication?--He did. 

70. Dtd the Returning Officer on that oceaston, tn answer to an 
observation of Mr. Brown's, make use of the followtng words: "At any rate 
I have decided it in your favor. I shall hold Mr. Hinecks' qualification 
to be good for the present ocecaston," and add, "that he would leave the 
other parttes to have a dectston elsewhere," or words to that effect?--Wo, 
he dtd not make sure an answer. 

71. Had Mr. Vanstttart made use of such expresstons as those referred 
to tn the last Questton, would you have heard him; and do you beletve tt 
posstble he could have used such language on that occaston without your 
hearing tt?--If he had made use of such expresstons as those referred 
to tn the last Questton, I should have heard him; and, betng so close to 
him, I do not belteve tt posstble he could have used such language wtthout 
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my hearing tt. 

72. Did Mr, Brown conduct himself in a vtolent manner on that occaston, 
and did he use tnsulting language to the Returning Offtcer?--Mr. Brown was 
oceastonally rather vtolent tn hits manner, but I do not remember that he 
used tnsulting language to the Returning Offtcer on the hustings on the 
day of nomtnatton, 

73. Were you present when the show of hands was asked for by the 
Returning Offtcer?-- I was. 

74, Did the Returning Offtcer declare the Honorable Francts Hineks 
duly elected by show of hands, or did he declare the majortty in favor 
of the Honorable Francis Hineks?--The Returntng Officer declared the 
majortty in favor of the Honorable Franets Hincks, but dtd not declare 
him duly elected. 

75. Were you present when the Electton was declared on the 5th Jan- 
uary 1848; and were you in a posttton to hear any of the proceedings of 
that day?--I was present on that occaston, and was close by the husttings, 
where I could hear most of the proceedings. of that day. 

76. Dtd Mr, George Brown address the persons there assembled after 
the Eleetton was declared?--He dtd. 

77. Dtd Mr. Brown then and there state, that Mr. Vanstttart, had told 
him he acted under the advice of the Honorable_John Htllyard Cameron?--Mr. 
Brown dtd state, then and there, that Mr. Vanstttart had told him that he 
had acted under the advice of the Honorable John Htllyard Cameron. 

78. Was tt not in reply to that statement, that Mr. Vanstttart satd, 
"that ts not true?"--It was tn reply to that statement that Mr. Vanstttart 
Said, "that 18. fot truc.” 

79, Did Mr. Brown, in commenting on thts subject, state that he had 
heard that Mr. Vanstttart acted under the advice of the Honorable John Htll- 
yard Cameron?--No, he dtd not make the statement that he had heard that 
Mr. Vanstttart acted under the advice of the Honorable John Hillyard 
Cameron, but he satd that he, Mr. Vanstttart, had told him that he had 
acted under the advtce of the Honorable_John Hillyard Cameron. 

80. Dtd Mr. Brown, on the occasion referred to, make use of tnsulttng 
and intemperate Language tn relatton to the Returning Officer?--He dtd 
make use on that oecaston, of insulting and tntemperate language in 
relatton to the Returning Officer. 

81, Dtd the Returning Offtcer threaten to commit him tf he persisted 
tn the use of such expresston?=--He did. 

By the Honorable Mr. Htncks. 

82, Were you, or are you still, Prestdent of the Constttuttonal 
Assoctation of the District of Brock?--I was Prestdent of the Constttuttonal 
Assoctatton of the Distrtet of Brock, but am not at present. 

83, Were you Chatrman of a Public Dinner given to Mr. Vanstttart after 
hts return from Montreal last spring?--I was. 


(50) 

84, Dtd the discusston regarding Mr. Hineks' qualtfteatton take place 
before or after the demand for the show of hands tn favor of the candtdates?-= 
It took place before the demand for a show of hands. 

85. You stated that Mr. Brown made use of insulting and tntemperate 
language; can you state what language Mr. Brown made use of?--I cannot 
state at thts distance of time the express words used by Mr. Brown; but TI 
remember stating at the time to a gentleman standing near me, that 
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tf he used such tnsulting language towards.me, in my offtctal capacity as 
Returning Officer, I should certatnly have committed him. 

86, Dtd not the conduct of the Returning Officer exctte very general 
tndtgnatton among the people assembled at the hustings?--It did wtth a 
great many persons present, 

87, Did not Mr, Brown exert himself to allay the exettement which 
prevatled among the people?--I belteve he did, 

88, Did you act as agent for Mr. Carroll at the polling place in 
West Oxford?--I did not. 

89, Are you acquainted with Mr, Farmer, Mr. Fauguter, and Mr. Thomas, 
who acted as Deputy Returning Returning Officers; tf so, can you state to 
what political party they belong?--I am aequatnted wtth Mr, Farmer, Mr. 
Fauguter, and Mr, Thomas, who acted as Deputy Returning Officers. I 
belteve they are Conservatives in polittes--all three of them. 


By Mr. Smith, of Durham. 

90. Are you the gentleman who forwarded a Memortal to thts House on 
the subject of the late Return for the County of Oxford,.and are you also 
a stgner of the Petttton of "Edmmd Deedes and others," presented to this 
House during the last Sesston, on that subject?--I an the same person. 


By the Honorable Mr. Baldwin. 

91, When prtor to the show of hands the question arose as to the 
sufftctency of Mr. Hineks' qualtficatton, dtd Mr, Vanstttart state that he 
had taken legal advice on that point; or, are you aware, etther from his 
oun statement or otherwtse, whether he had then taken such advtce?--Prior 
to the show of hands, Mr. Vansittart never stated to me that he had taken 
legal advice as to the suffretency of Mr. Htneks' qualtficatton, and I am 
not aware, etther from himself or otherwise, whether he had or not taken 
such advice. Mr. Vanstttart never stated any thing as to taking legal 
advice, that I an aware of, etther to myself or any other person, 


By Mr, Notman. 
92. Was there any discusston as to the sufftctency of the qualtfteatton, 
after the show of hands?--Not that I am aware of on that day. 


By Mr. Smith, of Durham. 

93, Upon what partteular facts or returns did you trace the last para- 
graph contained in the Petition stgned by yourself and others, to this House, 
with reference to the return in questton; look at the satd paragraph, and 
answer?=--Previous to the return day, Mr. Vansittart, tn conversation with 
me, stated that he felt, as far as hts owm interest was concerned, that he 
was placed in a critteal posttion, for he really believed that tf he dtd 
hts duty eonsctentously he should be tnjuring hts own interest, as well as 
the interest of the Conservative cause, by making the return he thought 
tt hts duty to do; for he was perfectly aware, from the returns already 
made, that the majortty of the House would be Reformers; but that, at any 
rate, as soon as he had completed hts dectston, he should do what he would 
constder his duty at all risks. 


By Mr. Notman. 

94, Was any intimation gtven to the electors by Mr. Vansittart, that 
Mr. Hincks' election might or might not be delared eltgtble by him as 
Returning Officer, on the declaratton day?--I do not know of any such 
intimation betng given by Mr. Vanstttart.--I dtd not hear any? 
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95. Was tt not generally known and belteved that the three candidates, 
Mr, Hineks, Mr. Carroll, and Mr. Campbell, were fatrly before the electors, 
wtthout legal objectton to any of them?--The qualtfteattons of all these 
gentlemen were objected to on the nomtnatton day; and a protest against 
Mr. Hineks' qualtfteatton was placed up tn each polling place before the 
polling commenced; and votes were taken, as I understood, by the Deputy 
Returning Offtcers subject to such protest. The satd protest was put up 
by Mr. Carroll. 

96, Dtd Mr. Vanstttart direct that step to be taken?--He did not, 
that I am aware of. 

97. Was tt not known, that tn the event of Mr. Hincks being rejected 
as a candidate, that the party who supported Mr. Htneks would have nominated 
another candtdate tn hts place?--I never heard ttll after the Election, 
that Mr, Hineks' party proposed to nominate another candidate tn the event 
of Mr. Hineks betng rejected. 

98, At what ttme did Mr. Vanstttart tnform you that he had made up 

ts mind to return Mr. Carroll, and not Mr. Hincks?--Mr. Vanstttart never 
informed me at any time that he had made up his mind to return Mr. Carroll, 
and not Mr. Hineks; and I dtd not know tt till Mr. Vanstttart made the 
return on the husttings. 

99. Was tt not generally expected before the polling commenced, by the 
Conservative party, that Mr. Carroll would stand at the head of the poll; 
and were they not greatly surprised at the result?--I do not think that 
tt was generally expected by the Conservative party that Mr. Carroll would 
stand at the head of the Poll; most of my frtends, as well as myself, 
thought he had a very poor chance. 

And then he was dtrected to wtthdraw. 

And the House betng informed that Mr. Dantel Gilbert Miller, also a 
wttness on the part of Mr. Vanstttart, attended at the door; he was called 
tn; and, at the Bar examtned, as followeth:-- 


By Str Allan N. MacNab." 

100. Is your name Dantel Gtlbert Miller, and are you a restdent of 
Woodstock, in the Brock Dtstrtet?--That ts my name, and I restde there. 

101. Were you present at the Electton for Oxford tn the month of 
December, 1847?--No, I was not. 

102. Had you an tntervtew with Mr. George Brown, of Toronto, about 
the time of the satd Electton, or shortly after?--I had an tnterview wtth 
Mr, Brown at Hamilton, where I met htm as he was returning from that 
Electton. 

103, Are you aware that Mr, George Brown acted as the agent of the 
Honorable Francts Hincks at the satd Electton?--Mr. Brown informed me that 
he had acted as agent for Mr, Hineks at that Electton, 

104, Dtd Mr. Brown allude to the etreumstances whitch had transptred 
at the satd Electton?--Mr. Brown informed me of all the proceedings that 
had taken place at the Electton. 

105, Dtd Mr. Brown make any comments on the conduct of Mr. John George 
Vanstttart, the Returning Officer?--In answer to a questton whtch I addressed 
to him, and after some observatton upon the potnts of law whitch arose at 
that Election, Mr. Brown stated to me, that he belteved that Mr. Vanstttart 
had acted according to the best of hts judgement, but that he had been 
misled by Mr. John Hillyard Cameron. 

106. Dtd Mr. Broun, on the oecaston last referred to, complain that 
Mr, Vanstttart had mtsled the friends of the Honorable Franets Hineks on 
the day of nominatton, by expressing hts intentton of leaving the question 
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of qualtficatton to be decided elsewhere, and then subsequently dectding 


(51) 
for himself?--Mr. Brown dtd not make a complaint of that kind, nor did 
he state that Mr. Vansittart had expressed hts tntentton of leaving 
the questton of qualtftcatton to be dectded elsewhere. 
By Mr, Notman. 


107, What persons were present when the conversatton wtth Mr, Brown 
you alluded to took place; and where, and tn what place tn Hamtlton did 
tt take place?--The conversation took place at Weekes’ Hotel tn Hamilton. 
It was on the ntght on whtch the Electton for the County of Wentworth had 
elosed, and a great number of persons were present; but I cannot remember 
that I was acquainted with any person who was present durtng the whole 
of the conversation. 

108; Dtd you understand Mr. Brown to exculpate Mr. Vansittart, and 
throw the enttre blame on Mr. Cameron?--At the time this conversatton took 
place, Mr, Cameron was a member of the then Admintstrattion, and I under- 
stood Mr. Brown to attrtbute the result of that Electton entirely to the 
influence whitch hts advice, as a legal adviser of the Crown and a member 
of the Government, had upon Mr, Vanstttart. 

109. Dtd you act against Mr. Hineks tn any manner, or for Mr. Carroll 
or Mr. Campbell, during or before the last Eleetton; and do you, or do you 
ce belong to the Conservative party?--I had never seen Mr. Carroll or 

Campbell unttl some time after thts Eleetton took place, and I pores 
ee, atrectly or tndtrectly tn any manner with that Eleetton; and I 
belong to the Conservattve party. 

110. At what time, and how tong after, dtd you communtcate the con- 
versatton you had wtth Mr, Brown to Mr, Vanstttart?--I commmtcated this 
conversation to Mr. Vanstttart some time after hits return from Montreal, 
after the last Sesston of Parltament, and after I had understood that ne 
had been charged with corrupt motives at that Electton. 

And then he was dtrected to wtthdraw. 





MR. NOTMAN moved the postponement of the further consideration of this 
question until to-morrow, in order that Members might have an opportunity 
of carefully persuing the evidence referred to last. He might probably 
produce further testimony to-morrow, to which Mr. Vansittart might desire 
an opportunity of replying. 


COL. PRINCE intimated that, Mr. V. had no more witnesses to produce, 
but would beg the House to bear some observations from that gentleman upon 
the evidence. 26 j 


(51) 
Mr, Vanstttart then addressed the House, 


MR, VANSITTART then rose and addressed the House. The testimony, he 
said, which he had been able to bring forward on the point at issue, affect- 
ing his character, and connected with the last contested election for the 
County of Oxford had been heard by the House and he would beg to assure 
them that were it not for the vast expense attending the transportation of 
witnesses so great a distance, he would have made it so much more simply; 
but he still trusted it would prove sufficient to pardon his character 
from so serious an impeachment as he understood was threatened at their 
last session.“/ It had been wished, he thought, by some hon. members, to 
prejudice the minds of others against the witnesses he had brought forward 
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in his defence. He would state his reasons for bringing forward those 
witnesses.28 He would state a few words why he had chosen these gentlemen. 
In the first place, he had selected Colonel Whitehead because he found that 
he had been standing close to him upon the hustings, and had taken notes 

of what had occurred. He (Mr. V.) considered it most important to sustain 
the evidence he had given on a former occasion, and he thought that those 
notes would have been admitted by the House, as the best evidence which 
could have been produced, 29 and which would go to affect the testimony 
which had been given by Mr. George Brown at the last Session of Parliament. 
He could only say that his ignorance on this point ought to be received 

by the House as anindication of his want of knowledge of the proceedings 

of the House, and trusted it would be borne in mind as evidence that he 
had not studied to make up his case. He considered it to be a pre ay 
simple one21; he had acted in a simple, straight-forward manner? > and 

he thought that all he had to do, was to rebut the evidence of Mr. Brown, 33 
respecting his conduct as Returning Officer34, where it did not agree 
with his own, and that the discrepancy between them, natural upon an 
occasion of this kind, ought not to be held as making against him. One 
portion of the sentence had been already passed upon him, and he had been 
declared guilty of a high misdemeanour, and a breach of the privileges of 
that honourable house, and as having acted in violation of all law in the 
case.39 This he never had the smallest intention of doing; and if they now 
decided that he was really guilty of this act, however much he would regret 
the decision, yet to that decision he would bow.36 He regretted that the 
view he had adopted in the matter, should have led that House, to condemn 
him for the course of action consequent upon it. He had been made aware 
that another sentence was hanging over his head, that he had acted corruptly, 
at variance with honesty and integrity, and that another resolution was to 

be proposed declaring him heretofore unworthy of all trust or confidence 

for the future.3/ If such was the case, he would certainly never again 
expect to be trusted by any body of men in the country; and if such would 

be the decision of the House, it would be dishonouring to him.38 He de- 
precated such a sentence, performed by the highest tribunal known a free 
country, and regarded it as the severest sentence that could be pronounced 
against him.39 Before they came to such a decision, however, he would call 
upon the hon. members to pause before they passed such a severe sentence, 40 
He would rather be stripped of all he possessed, reduced tot! a state of 
penury and want42 and sentenced to be confined in goal, than that a 

stain should cast upon a name which he had received and endeavoured to 
maintain unsullied.43 To rebut these charges he had been at considerable 
expense; 44 he had undertaken a journey4>5 of nearly 300 miles4® himself, 

and brought evidence a thousand miles, not4/ to show that Mr. Brown 

had stated what was erroneous, as to show that what he had stated was 

at least suceptible to doubt.48 But it ought to be considered that 

in the confusion and excitement of the occasion a good deal might be mis- 
stated, and more misunderstood. He appealed confidently to members of 

that House, whether a misinterpretation of circumstances or a misapprenhension 
of words was not of frequent occurrence upon such occasions. He had en- 
quired who stood near him on the day of nomination, and had asked whether 

his words could bear the construction put upon them by Mr. Brown. He found 
that Col. Whitehead had placed himself near him upon the hustings, and as 

it was natural that he should take a more lively interest in the proceedings 
from the fact of his having been put forward as a candidate at the election, 
and having no very friendly feeling towards any gentleman in the field, he, 
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(Mr. V.) was satisfied that his testimony would be accurate, and from his 
taking notes49 of all important matters connected with the country where 
he resided0, a practice as he (Mr. V.) subsequently ascertained was his 
habit on public occasions, he supposed that his, (Col. W.'s), evidence 
would afford incontestable proof of the words he had made use of. He 
thought that those words written down at the desk as they had been by 

Col. Whitehead would, in a Court of Honor as this House was, and sitting 
upon a point of honor, have had every consideration. In this, however, it 
had proved to be of a contrary effect; but he trusted that hon. Gentlemen 
would not regard the testimony as the more defective, on account of the 
character he supposed them to possess. In the cross examination a point 
seemed to be attempted to be made, because he (Mr. V.) had appointed Col, 
Whitehead es dae Returning Officer for the Township of Bedford, in place 
of Mr. Ward?+ whom he (Mr. Vansittart) had promised to appoint. ... He had 
written to Mr. Ward for the purpose of ascertaining if he would act as a 
Deputy Returning Officer in case he might be placed in a position as to 
require his services, and to ask him some questions respecting the county, 
as his own knowledge of the county was extremely limited, arising from his 
being unable to attend much to public matters on account of the state of 
his health.22 But ... he (Mr, Vansittart) did not know what Mr. Ward's 
political opinions were, nor for whom he afterwards voted, nor was he 

(Mr. V.) careful to enquire, because he was satisfied from all he had 

ever heard, that he was a man of honor and integrity. Here Mr. V. explained 
that he knew less of the country than many who had lived the same length 
of time in it, in consequence of ill health; and his idea that his official 
position precluded his mixing in such public affairs, he requested only 

a verbal answer from Mr. Ward, but that gentleman had fortunately replied 
in writing in a note which he begged leave to read. It showed that so far 
from appointing him Returning Officer, that he merely asked him if he was 
willing to act, and if he was, a verbal answer would be sufficient to his 
note. (Here Mr. Vansittart read Mr. Ward's reply.) 23 


(51) 
and produced the following Documents in support of hts defence:-- 


Claremont, Burford Townshtp, 
December 15th, 1847. 


Dear Str,--Your favor by Mr. Fauquier, was recetved by me whtle engaged 
in magtstertal bustness: and as the bearer assured me that a verbal assent 
would be suffictent, I did not delay him to write an answer; but tf you 
should recetve this in time, I should be happy to know tf you have partteular 
form for the Poll Books, as there does not appear to be any latd down in the 
Statute regulating Elections; as also, tf you are aware of the prectse state 
of the Law regarding Altens, and in the event of your deeming it expedient 
to entrust me with the conduct of the ensuing Electton to be held in thts 
Township, any information regarding mode or manner of taking the votes would, 
tf supplted by you, be deemed a favor. 

I remain, your obedtent servant, 
GEO. G. WARD, 

P. S.--As the appointment of "Poll Clerks" ts vested tn the Returning 
Officers, and as I an not aware of the extent of your local knowledge of 
parties in this Township, I have taken the liberty of forwarding some names 
of persons who would be competent to fulftl the duttes of that offtce: 

W. D. Bowen, John Cotton, Willard M. Whitehead. 
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That letter would show even friends of the hon. member for Oxford, or 
one in whom he had himself expressed confidence for the post of Deputy 
Returning Officer, solicited some advice on the subject of aleins (sic), 
though that advice seemed now to call down much reprehension.--The letter 
must also convince gentlemen that his note to Mr. Ward was not an appoint- 
ment but merely an enquiry if he would act as Returning Officer. Mr. Ward 
he (Mr. V.) afterwards understood voted for the Present Member for Oxford. 
Mr. Ward's postscipt, suggesting names of persons qualified to act as Poll 
Clerks, would also help to show how limited was Mr. V's knowledge of the 
County. Mr. VANSITTART then offered some remarks on the difference, which 
had on cross-examination, appeared between Col. Whitehead and himself 
respecting aliens. When evidence was not previously prepared, it was not 
surprising that the same circumstances came to be indistinctly remembered. 
But after his return to his Hotel, he (Mr. V.) had explained his ideas 
on the question of aliens, showing that those who had come into the country 
after 1800 might vote upon a candidate from the Registrar of the County at 
any time before rendering their votes. But that Col. Whitehead was of 
opinion that Registrars were not entitled to administer the oath after the 
expiry of the Act of 1840. His opinions, therefore, with respect to aliens, 
were much more liberal than those of Col. Whitehead, and the Gazette alluded 
to by Mr. Brown in his evidence of last Session, as having reached Woodstock 
on the first day of polling and on which Mr. Brown called upon him, (Mr. V.), 
to send first instructions to his Deputies, merely extended the operation 
of the act of 1840, thereby precisely confirming the instructions already 
given. Another point in Col. Whitehead's cross-examination was, whether 
the Poll Books were marked with the name of the hon, Member for Oxford on 
them. Last year when he was arraigned at the bar, he had told them that 
he had a proof sheet prepared, with three columns, intending it to be filled 
with three names, but he did not give any positive instructions. He had in 
his hands a statement under oath, from his Poll Clerk upon that point, which 
he would beg leave to read. (Here Mr. Vansittart read the document.) 24 


(52) 
To Féltx Fortter, Esqutre. 
&e. &e. &cC. 


Canada, 
Distrtet of Brock, to Wit: 

Rtehard Foquett, of the Town of Woodstock, in the District of Brock, 
gentleman, maketh oath, and satth, that he was present at the General 
Eleetton for the County of Oxford, on the 28th of December, 1847; that he 
acted as Clerk for the Returning Offtcer, John George Vanstttart, Esquire, 
on that oecaston; that he was present as such Clerk on the day of nomtnatton, 
and remembers distinctly the ctreumstances connected wtth that Electton. 

Thts Deponent further satth that on that oecaston, the Honorable. Francts 
Hineks, Peter Carrol, and_Robert H. Campbell, Esqutres, were respectively 
nominated as Candtdates at the satd Election; that a show of hands was 
called for, and dectded by the Returning Officer in favor of the Honorable 
Franets Hineks; the qualtfteation of each candidate was severally demanded 
and given, and protests against such qualifteattons respectively handed tn. 
As regards the protest against the qualtfteatton of the Honorable Francis 
Hineks, thts deponent recollects that the Returning Officer remarked, on the 
day of the nomination, that he would take time to decide upon tt. On the 
following day George Brown, Esqutre, agent for Mr. Hincks, called upon 
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Mr. Vantsttart to deetde then upon Mr. Hineks' qualifieatton, to which Mr. 
Vanstttart replted that he requtred further time to gtve his opinion as to 
tts legality. Mr. Brown pressed him for a dectsion then; Mr. Vansittart 
answered that he would take further time, and Mr. Brown appeared to be 
annoyed because Mr. Vanstttart would not dectde tt then. Thts Deponent 
hath read the answer of Mr. Brown to the thtrd Interrogatory before the 
Legtslative Assembly at tts first Sesston, wherein Mr. Brown states that 
Mr. Vanstttart satd to him, as agent for Mr. Hineks, "at any rate I have 
deetded the point in your favor; I shall hold Mr. Hineks' qualification 
to be good for the present oceaston, and that he would leave the other 
parties to have a dectston elsewhere;" this Deponent satth that both on 
the day of nomtnatton and on the day following, when the interview took 
place between Mr. Brown and Mr. Vanstttart, the latter distinetly stated 
that he would take time to deetde upon the legality of Mr. Hineks' 
qualtfteatton, and that he required further time to form his optnion on 
the subject, and that on netther occaston did Mr. Vanstttart say that he 
would Leave tt to be dectded elsewhere; on the contrary, Mr. Brown pressed 
him to dectde tt then, and he did not object to dectding tt himself, but 
only required ttme to mature his optnton on thts potnt. 

And thts Deponent further saith, that the Poll Books were made out, 
and the names of the candtdates inserted by thts Deponent, wtthout any 
spectfte directions from Mr. Vansittart, but from what he, this Deponent, 
constdered was the extsting arrangements, but the three persons before 
mentioned were Candidates. 








RICHARD FOQUETT. 
Sworn before me, at Woodstock, 
the 15th January, 1849. 
James Ingersoll, J. P. 
and Commtsstoner of Bankrupts 
tn and for the Brock District. 


I hereby certify that Richard Foquett, Esquire, tn above Afftdavtt 
menttoned, ts Clerk of the District Court of the Dtstrtet of Brock, and 
that the duttes of his office require hts constant attendance. 

D. S. M'QUEEN, 
Judge District Court of the 
District of Brock. 
Woodstock, January 16th, 1849. 


The former part of that document Mr. V. said he would remark upon 
presently, but it appeared to him (Mr. V.) that the testimony he had just 
read, referring to the names on the Poll Books, would bear out that which 
he had himself stated to the House at its last Session, and trusted that it 
would be favorably received by the House.--It appeared, too, that it had 
been made a matter of some importance, that the Deputy Returning Officers 
he had appointed were all opponents of the present Member for Oxford. On 
this point he did not hesitate to avow the principle on which he acted. de 
considered it as the prerogative of the Government of the day to appoint 
persons as Returning Officers, in whom they had confidence that the 
interests of the Government would not likely to suffer, and who would be 
likely to act in the spirit of the instructions which the Government might 
send him. He doubted whether any Government would be at all inclined to 
name one from whom hostility was to be expected. 2) This he believed to 
be the practice with all Governments, which he did not think the hon. 
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members would deny.>° He, therefore, followed out in his appointment of 
Deputies, the same principle as that on which he believed he himself had 
been named, and to select them from the same party to which he himself 
belonged. But it was due to himself to select only such gentlemen as he 
believed to be qualified by education, character, and honor, and on whose 
impartiality he could confidently rely.°’ Were the appointments he had 
made to be analysed, he felt assured the gentlemen appointed would be 
found equal to any gentlemen in the country,28 One of them, Mr. Farner,” 

of East Zorra, was a gentleman who had been brought up tothe legal profession 
in England, and whom he, therefore, considered well qualified for the office. 
In this he had not been mistaken, for he believed that that gentleman had 
been in the most honorable manner complimented, and had received a vote 

of thanks from the supporters of the hon. member for Oxford, for his conduct. 
Col, Whitehead, another of the Deputies, had previously acted as Returning 
Officer, had been Chairman of Quarter Sessions, and Warden of the District, 
and was one of the oldest and most respectable magistrates in that country. 
For these reasons, he had appointed him, and no other; and he would have 
appointed him, in the first place at once, had it not been for the rumored 
probability of his being in the field as a candidate; nor did he think that 
he was at all compromised with Mr. Ward, He had not the honour of knowing 
much about Mr. Ward personally, farther than that he was a gentleman of 

high respectability. So little did he know of his political opinions, that 
he supposed he had voted for Mr. Campbell, and it was only from his own lips 
that he (Mr. Vansittart) had learned that he had voted for Mr. Hincks. 

When in speaking of instructions relative to aliens, Mr. Brown had called 
his attention to a notice in the Gazette, he did not consider it necessary 

to explain himself to Mr. Brown on that point, and he felt the less inclin- 
ation to do so from the dictatorial manner that gentleman had assumed 

towards him--a manner which he considered out of character with the dif- 
ferent positions in which they were placed.--And, besides, he did not con- 
Sider that the instructions had any bearing upon this point. With respect 

to the evidence given by Mr. Deeds, he hoped that the House would not con- 
sider that his presence at the dinner alluded to in one of the questions 

put to him tended to vitiate his evidence. The dinner was got up by his 
friends and neighbors, as an expression of their continued confidence in 
his integrity_as a man, not for any purpose of reflecting upon that Hon- 
orable House. Had it been otherwise, he would not have given his sanction 
to it.6l The House, therefore, ought to consider his (Mr. Deeds) coming 
forward, on the occasion of that dinner, arose from his intimate knowledge of 
the facts of the case, and that Mr. Deeds was desirous of testifying public- 
ly to the uprightness of his (Mr. V.'s) conduct; and for the same reason 

he (Mr. V.) was induced to bring him before the House as a witness. His 
neighbours had come forward to bear testimony to his character, and he felt 
sure that in doing so they might separate their intention from any decision 
on his political conduct. It was to express their opinion that he still 
possessed an honest name, and to do away with imputations which had been 
made against it, and which it was cruel to bear.--The day before the 
nomination, Mr. Brown called upon him, and asked for liberty to be present, 
in which he concurred. When Mr. Brown rose to address the people, on 

behalf of Mr. Hincks, there was a great tumult among the friends of the 
other two candidates; and he (Mr. V.) used all his influence to obtain 

him a hearing, although it was supposed by the meeting that he intended 
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to speak against time (sic). He was bound, however, in justice to himself, 
to state, that although Mr. Brown endeavoured to allay an excitement near 
the hustings on the declaration day, yet, when he (Mr. V,) wished to 

obtain a hearing, Mr. Brown had refused to use any influence with his 
party to cease from the interruption. Again, it was asked how a minority 
came to be anticipated for the Conservatives, He could say that it was 
known by telegraph and otherwise that some Conservative constituencies had 
gone for the Reformers and it was expected to be about a tie in Upper 
Canada. And with respect to Lower Canada, no person acquainted with 
affairs there could doubt as to the majority being against the Government. 
Enquiries had also been made whether he had raised objection to any of the 
candidates. He could say that he had not. He supposed that if he had 

done so, it might have prejudiced the interests of the candidates objected 
to; and he thought he would be treating them all badly by allowing the 
polling to go on, He had certainly declined giving a decision as to Mr, 
Hincks' qualification on the hustings, because he considered it a subject 
fraught with difficulty, and he would explain to the House the train of 
reasoning which led him to adopt that course. In the first place, he had 
been made aware that Mr. Hincks had returned from England, and as a difficulty 
existed, with respect to his qualification, being absent, he supposed that 
difficulty at rest, and taking it for granted that if that honorable 
gentleman were, not himself present, at least a qualification would be 
provided at a recent date, and in due form, He could form no other con- 
clusion. No one could say that in that point he was wrong. He, therefore, 
resolved to postpone the discussion for the present, confidently expecting 
that a qualification of more recent date would reach him before going to 
Poll, up to which time, as he (Mr. V.) understood the law, and the candidate 
was authorised to renew or amend his qualification; and he considered that 
if his decision had been given on the hustings, he would have been depriving 
the candidate of a privilege which he (Mr. V.) believed the law allowed him, 
He looked over the Act regulating the qualification of candidates, and it 
did certainly appear to him that no gentleman could address a constituency 
as a candidate when no constituency was open, and that no qualification, 
therefore, prior to a dissolution, could be made to apply. Such was his 
opinion. The House had declared him to have been in error, and to its 
decision he humbly bowed. Inthe discussion in which he found himself, he 
had sought for advice from the legal advisers of the Crown, whom he thought 
had a right to consult in such a matter. He accordingly wrote to the 
Attorney General®2 asking for counsel in the matter63, and to the Solicitor 
General, but received no reply. He then heard that the Solicitor General 
was to pass this neighbourhood on his way to Kent, and he made it a point 
to wait upon him, to ascertain his opinion. That opinion®4 he was happy 

to say , © entirely confirmed his own. He considered that if he had decided 
on the day of nomination as to Mr. Hinck's qualification, he would have 
acted hastily, more especially as he expected that gentleman to supply 

a qualification to him, concerning which no doubt could be raised, and he 
laoked confidently for it up to the hour of the declaration®® as he was 
aware the qualification could be made an hour before the nomination®/, 

He did not mention those things now for any other purpose than to show 

the reasons for the course he had taken. The House had said he was wrong, 
and it was his duty to submit. Such, however, had been the train of 
reasoning in his mind, and if fallacious, no one could pronounce them 
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corrupt. It was his object to prove to that honorable House, and to the 
world that he had acted from an honest motive, and not from any hostile 
spirit towards any of the Candidates at the election. And, whatever 
difference there might be between Mr. Brown and himself, as to words 

used, he was convinced the House would set it down to a misunderstanding 
to which a moment of excitement might give occasion, And if he had 

said, that he would refer the decision elsewhere, and afterwards taken 
upon himself to decide it, he should have afforded grounds for the 
imputation of duplicity, and well merited such censure from the House; 

and he could assure the House, that in finally making up his judgement, 

he had been impelled by his own convictions of duty, uninfluenced by 

any outward circumstances. The only doubt in his mind, was whether he 

was bound to act in a judicial or administrative capacity only; he 
believed the former. Had he not been acting in a judicial capacity, he 
would have taken the votes as they appeared, but as his opinion stood 

his duty was plain. He considered it incumbent upon him, as an honest 
man, to take the course his convictions pointed out, and that no 

other was open to him. The affidavit of the election clerk established 
that the point had not been decided; and Mr. Brown himself, by calling 
upon him next day after the nomination, to ask if he was ready to give 

his decision, proved that he (Mr. B.) as well as himself, perfectly under- 
stood that the point had been reserved. The only other point to which 

he thought it necessary to allude, was the charge of inconsistency and 
dishonesty which had been brought against him for not stating his objection 
on the hustings on the return day. It had been stated that he did not 
explain himself explicitly on the point. But to rebut that he would quote 
a paragraph from his letter to the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery accompany- 
ing his return, in which he repeated the words which he had used on the 
hustings and of which he had made a memorandum immediately after he had 
closed the proceedings, They were as follows:-- 

I accordingly declared the result of the Election in the following 
words:-- 

I declare the votes given for the Honourable Francis Hincks thrown away, 
and that he is ineligible in consequence of his qualification having been 
sworn to before the writ of summons issued; and also, because it was not 
shown that he was incapacitated by sickness, or any other unavoidable cause 
from attending in person at the day of nomination, to make oath of declaration 
of qualification as demanded. 


(52) 
Copy. Woodstock, 17th January, 1848. 
Str,--I have the honor herewtth to forward to you the Poll Books of 
the twelve Toumships composing the County of Oxford, also the qualtftcatton 
Oaths of each of the three candtdates who presented themselves at the day 
of nomtnatton, vtz.: the Honorable Franets Hineks, Peter Carroll, Esquire, 
and Robert H. Campbell, Esquire, together wtth three protests which were 
handed to me agatnst them respecttvely, In addttton to thts, Mr. Carroll 
exhtbtted another qualtftcatton Oath at each of the vartous Township Poll- 
ting places, and likewtsh a fresh protest agatnst the qualification Oath 
of the Honorable Franets Hineks, whtch I was informed by the Deputy 
Returning Officers were posted consptcuously before any votes were taken 
on the first day of polling--whtch Documents I transmtt attached to the 
ortginal Poll Books. After carefully constdering all these different 
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qualtficatton of the Honorable Francts Hinecks was of ttself not in 
accordance wtth the Statute, because made before he could be recognized 
as a candidate; and further, tt appeared to me that I could not legally 
recetve such qualtfication, because no unavotdable cause--indeed no cause 
at all--was shewn for hts absence at the day of nominatton, as the Statute 
demands. I would also mentton, that Mr, Htueks' agent presented to me 
shortly before proceeding to the hustings to make declaration of the Poll, 
another paper, stgned by the Honorable Franets Hincks, being a fresh 
declaration of qualtftcatton, but not sworn to, and not speetfytng the 
property; thts I held to be useless, both as being too late, and as being 
tneomplete, and I therefore declined receiving it, and felt it imperative 
on me to pass over that gentleman altogether, and to declare Peter Carroll, 
Esqutre, duly returned as possessing the largest number of legal votes. 
The general Poll at tits close betng-- 

For Mr. CGYPOLT. «0478 

For Mr, Campbell...131 
GEVING <a MAJOTTLY OF soccieseececsot’ for Mr. Carroll. I accordingly 
declared the result of the Electton in the following words: 

I declare the votes gtven for the Honorable Francis Hineks thrown away, 
and that he ts tneltgtble in consequence of hts qualtftcatton having been 
sworn to before the Wrtt of Summons issued, and also because the Writ of 
Summons tssued, and also because it was not shewn that he was. tneapacitated 
by stekness or any other unavotdable cause from attending tn person at the 
day of nomtnatton, to make Oath of declaratton of qualifteatton as demanded. 

And I further declare that Peter Carroll, Esquire, having the majority 
of legal votes, is duly elected a Member to represent this County of Oxford 
tn the ensutng Provinetal Parltament. 

I have the Honor to be, Stir, 

Your obedtent servant, 

(Stgned,) JOHN G, VANSITTART, 
Returning Officer for the County 


of Oxford, 


He then said that there was one thing to which he had forgotten to allude, 
as turning his mind. in favor of the course he had pursued. It was one. which 
it was impossible for him to get over; that was the act by Mr. Baldwin res- 
pecting the making of a qualification by the hands of a third person, when, 
from unavoidable circumstances, he was unable to be present himself. To be 
sure it was only in the preamble of the Act where the expression occurred, 
but he considered that the act was framed upon that condition, and was 
operative only under such circumstances, and as no such circumstances had 
been brought under his notice on that occasion, he did not require or 
expect such notice to be verified by affidavit or certificate, but he 
thought if necessary it should be brought to the Returning Officer's 
notice, and if disputed by other candidates, redress might be found before 
that Honorable House. In coming to his decision, though erroneous, he 
trusted the House would see he had not intended any infringement of the 
laws of Parliament; indeed so far from contemplating any disrespect to 
that Honorable House, he believed that he was best upholding the dignity 
of that privileged Assembly, by maintaining the purity of the laws which 
it had assisted in making.--The boast of an honest name, was what the 
humblest in the land might feel, and humble as his position placed hin, 
he might be permitted to say, from the time that his family, in the pursuit 
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of commercial enterprise, became subjects of Great Britain, some century 
and a half ago, from that day to this hour, no single member of it had 
been found to disgrace the name he bore; unless the Honorable House, by 
its sentence, should determine that he who now addressed them had done 

so. During that period members of his family had occupied almost every 
position in the social state of their country,--the Army, the Navy, the 
Bar, the Senate, the Government of Great Britain could furnish instances 
where they had carried the name they supported with honour unimpeached, 
integrity unimpaired, to their homes and to their graves, That name 

had been bequeathed to him by an honored parent, who had again trans- 
planted it to the forests of Canada; and he (Mr. V.) regarded it as a 
jewel beyond price, which it was his duty and his privilege to maintain 
unsullied, and transmit unblemished to his children. Four sons of his, 

if life was spared them, had yet to bear their parts in the coming events 
of their native country; he trusted that the Hon. House would not deprive 
them of a proper stimulus to exertion--a protection, perhaps, for disgrace 
in the hour of temptation, when even the precepts of religion or morality 
might fail; and he appealed to this, the highest tribunal in the land, the 
first Jury of his country, by every consideration most dear to freedom, 
and as the chosen guardians of the rights and properties of their fellow 
subjects, carefully to protect, most jealously to guard, this the most 
sacred right and valued property that mortal man could own,--an honor and 
a right which no mortal hand could give, and no human power, however 
exalted, should venture to invade till the possessor, by his own act, 

had forfeited his claim to it. He (Mr. V.) would respectfully ask hon. 
members, did they dispassionately believe such was the case with the 
delinquent at the Bar?--and if they were disposed to adjudge such a sentence 
against him, for the principle which he has avowed, or appointing his 
Deputy Returning Officer from the ranks of the supporters of Government, 
he humbly craved they would append to such a decision, when recorded on 
the Journals of the House, the cause which induced them to form it,--He called 
upon that Honorable House, not for mercy, but for justice, strict uncaring 
justice, uncaring, because accompanied by its brightest attribute, a 
guarded forbearance, until the wrong be proved beyond the possibility of 
doubt. He would crave of that House a diligent care weighing the evidence. 
He would beseech hon. members to banish from their minds all party con- 
siderations. He would once more implore them to regard only the merits 

of the case, not permit their judgments to be influenced by the imputation 
cast upon him by the hon. member for Middlesex, yesterday, of tampering 
with his witnesses; for he (Mr. V.) with all respect, would assure Mr, 
Speaker, that did that hon. gentleman occupy any other position than hon. 
member of that Honorable House, he (Mr. V.) should unhesitatingly declare 
that such an imputation was not only ungenerous, but unjust and untrue. 69 


(52) 
And then he was dtrected to wtthdraw. 
On motton of Mr. Notman, seconded by Mr. Morrtson, 


COL. PRINCE recommended the fyling of all the documents which had been 
produced by Mr. Vansittart as part of this case, /0 


Mr. Notman's motion for postponing the further consideration of the 
case till Thursday next was then renewed/1, 
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(52) 
Ordered, That the further consideration of the case of John George Vansittart, 
Esquire, Returning Officer at the last General Electtor for the County 
of Oxford, be postponed unttl Thursday next, 


Orders Ordered, That the rematning Orders of the day be 
deferred. postponed unttl to-morrow. 


Then, on motton of Mr. Watts, seconded by Mr. Notman, 
The House adjourned. 


APPENDIX: 30 JANUARY 1849. 
((NOTICE OF MOTION RE: REPEAL OF SLEIGH ACT,)) 


M. LAURIN a donné avis qu'il proposerait de rappeler l'acte des 
sleighs./2 

Les opinions sont partagées sur ce point; les uns pensant que la 
plupart des habitants du district de Montréal é@tant habitués aux sleighs, 
et en ayant presque tous, ce serait les obliger 4 des dépenses nouvelles 
et inutiles, et ils soutiennent en méme temps que le systéme des sleighs 
est plus propre que les autres voitures 4 prévenir les cahots./ 


: 4 
D'autres, comme de raison, sont d'un avis contraire . 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: QUEBEC - HALIFAX RAILROAD.)) > 


MR. CHAUVEAU ((asked a Gucctisas yi. 


MR, INSP. GEN. HINCKS stated, that till the Government had closed the 
correspondence now being carried on with the Imperial Government, it would 
be impossible for Government to propose anything relative to the Quebec 
and Halifax Railroad; that it was not possible, in the present state of 
the Provincial finances, to grant money for docks at Quebec; nor for a 
road between the County of Quebec and Lake St. John, 77 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: LOWER CANADIAN census.))?° 


M. CHAUVEAU.--Allez-vous proposer une loi de recensement?/? 


MR, AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE stated (as we understood) that Government pro= 
posed to introduce no new bill for taking the census in Canada East”. 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: COST OF ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE IN 
UPPER CANADA.))81 


M. CHAUVEAU.--Proposerez-vous de rappeler l'acte qui impose au coffre 
public le paiement des frais de justice dans le Haut-Canada?82 


MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE stated ... that Government proposed to introduce 
no new bill ... to repeal the Act 9 Vic., cap. 58, by which the cost of 
administering justice in Canada West was charged on the Consolidated Revenue®3, 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: JESUIT ESTATES.) )84 


M. CHAUVEAU.--Qu'allez-vous faire par rapport aux biens des jésuites?85 


MR, AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE stated ... that Government proposed to introduce 
no new bill ... for devoting the funds proceeding from the Jesuits’ Estates 
to paupers, other than those to which they are now applied, 86 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: BANKING AND CURRENCY LAWS.)) 87 
MR. SCOTT ((asked a question, ))88 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS stated that the Government would not introduce 
any bill to change the Currency Laws; nor to establish a Bank of Issue. 
There was a Bill in preparation relative to the issue of Debentures. 
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((WITHDRAWN MOTION RE; PETITION ON SEIGNEURIAL TENURE.) ) 22 


DR. BOUTHILLIER, secondé par le DR. DAVIGNON, fit motion que la 
requete 1 nombreusement signée?2 du conseil municipal de St. Hyacinthe?3 
qui demandait un reméde aux abus de la tenure seigneuriale?4 fut 
renvoyée 4 un comité composé de MM, Davignon, Duchesnay, Armstrong, 
Cartier, et du moteur. 


MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE pria le Dr. Bouthillier de vouloir bien 
retirer la motion, attendu qu'il avait déja répondu a 1l'hon. membre pour 
Rouville, suggérant un comité général.96 


DR. LATERRIERE fit remarquer alors qu'il y avait trop de précipitation 
sur cette question, et qu'il voyait qu'on en faisait un engin pour de 
la popularité.?/ Si l'on voulait dépouiller les seigneurs de leurs justes 
droits, on devait le déclarer de suite et sans détour.?8 


DR. BOUTHILLIER refuta l’assertion de 1'hon. membre pour le Saguenay 
en lui disant que loin de chercher 4 se créer de la popularité il ne 
faisait que remplir son devoir en présentant une requéte de 1a part d'un 
corps aussi respectable que le conseil du comité qu'il avait l'honneur de 
représenter. 


DR. DAVIGNON fit remarquer sa surprise d'entendre les- remarques de son 
honorable ami pour le Saguenay; il le priait de vouloir bien remarquer que 
la requéte qu'il avait eu l'honneur de présenter devant cette chambre se 
plaignait des abus et vexations de certains seigneurs, si bien décrits par 
Son honorable ami lui-méme dans sa lettre 4 la commission de 1841, de plus, 
1l'hon. member fit remarquer sa surprise de voir qu'on paraissait s'opposer 
a s'enquérir sur des plaintes si fortement exprimées que quelque lui 
assurait son honorable ami pour St. Hyacinthe, qu'il était décidé a 
supporter sa motion afin de pouvoir sur un rapport de ce comité recommander 
la passation d'une loi déclaratoire fixant le taux des rentes 4 étre payées 
aux seigneurs.+ Il ne voulait pas voler les seigneurs; mais Ol i1 ne 
voyait pas pourquoi une semblable loi ne serait pas passée en attendant 
celle de la commutation; mais cependant ne voulant pas précipiter la mesure 
laissait son ami parfaitement libre.102 


DR. BOUTHILLIER consentit a retirer sa motion, ne voulant pas causer 
de l'embarras 4 1'administration et prenant acte de son intention.193 


FOOTNOTES: 30 JANUARY 1849, 


The debate on this matter was reported by; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 31 January 
1849; PILOT, 31 January 1849, GLOBE, 7 February. 1849, and BATHURST 
COURIER, 9 February 1849, in identical accounts, 

PILOT, 31 January 1849, 

IBID. 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 31 January 1849, 

PILOT, 31 January 1849, 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 31 January 1849, 
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MONTREAL GAZETTE, 31 January 1849. 
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PILOT, 31 January 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 31 January 1849. 

PILOT, 31 January 1349. 

BDI 

IBID. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 31 January 
1849; PILOT, 31 January 1849, BRITISH WHIG, 5 February 1849, GLOBE, 7 Feb- 
ruary 1849, and BATHURST COURIER, 9 February 1849 in identical accounts. 
PILOT, 31 January 1849, 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 31 January 1849. Synopses of this bill are found 
in: BRITISH COLONIST, 9 February 1849; PACKET, 10 February 1849; 
BATHURST COURIER, 16 February 1849. Comments on it are found in 

ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 15 February 1849, 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 31 January 1849, 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 31 January 
1849, 2 February 1849; PILOT, 31 January 1849, and GLOBE, 7 February 
1849, in identical accounts. The GLOBE, 7 February 1849, also noted 
the debate. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 31 January 1849, 

PILOT, 31 January 1849, said that Prince, not MacNab, examined the 
witness. 

PILOT, 31 January 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 31 January 1849, 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 February 1849. 

PILOT, 31 January 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 February 1849, 

PILOT, 3i°Jandarye1649-; 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 February 1849. 

PILOT, 31 January 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 February 1849, 

PILOT, 31 January 1849, 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 February 1849. 

PILOT, 31 January 1869, 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 February 1849, 

PILOT,’ 31 January 1649, 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 February 1849. 

PILOT, 31 January 18497 
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MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
PILOT, 31 January 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
PILOT, 31 January 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
PILOT, 31 January 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
PILOT, 31 January 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
PILOT, 31 January 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
PILOT, 31 January 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
IBID. 

IBID. 

PILOT, 31 January 


2 February 
1849, 
2 February 
1849, 
2 February 
1849, 
2 February 
1849, 
2 February 
1849, 
2 February 
1849. 
2 February 


1849, 
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1849, 
1849, 
1849, 
1849, 
1849, 
1849, 


1849, 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 February 1849. 


PILOT; 31, Janyary 


1849. 


IBID., which called him Mr. Palmer. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 February 1849, 


PILOT, 31 January 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
PILOT, 31 January 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
PILOT, 31 January 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
PILOT, 3 January 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
TBID. 

PILOT, 31 January 
TBED). 


LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 3 February 1849, 


IBID. 
IBID. 


The debate on this matter was reported by: 


1849, 
2 February 
1849, 
2 February 
1849. 
2 February 
1849, 
2 February 


1849. 


1849. 
1849, 
1849, 


1849. 


PILOT, 31 January 1849, 


BRITISH WHIG,1, 5 February 1849, BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 1 February 1849, 
BRITISH COLONIST, 2 February 1849, misdated as 31 January, GLOBE, 

3 February 1849, misdated as 32 January, and 7 February, PROVINCIALIST, 
5 February 1849, misdated as 31 January, ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 

8 February 1849, misdated as 31 January, and BATHURST COURIER, 

9 February 1849, in identical accounts, 

PILOT, 31 January 1849, 

IBID. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 31 January 1849, 
BRITISH WHIG,1, 5 February 1849, BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 1 February 1849, 
BRITISH COLONIST, 2 February 1849, misdated as 31 January, GLOBE 

3 February 1849, misdated as 32 January, and 7 February, PROVINCIALIST, 
5 February 1849, misdated as 31 January , ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 8 
February 1849, misdated as 31 January, and BATHURST COURIER, 9 Feb- 
ruary 1849, in identical accounts; and LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 3 Feb- 
ruary 1849, 

LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 3 February 1849. 

PILOT, 31 January 1849, 
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81. The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 31 January 1849, 
BRITISH WHIG, 1, 5 February 1849, BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 1 February 
1849, BRITISH COLONIST, 2 February 1849, misdated as 31 January, 
GLOBE, 3 February 1849, misdated as 32 January, and 7 February, 
PROVINCIALIST, 5 February 1849, misdated as 31 January, ST. CATHARINES 
JOURNAL, 8 February 1849, misdated as 31 January, and BATHURST 
COURIER, 9 February 1849, in identical accounts; and LE JOURNAL DE 
QUEBEC, 3 February 1849. 

82, LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 3 February 1849, 

83. PILOT, 31 January 1849, 

84, The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 31 January 1849, 
BRITISH WHIG, 1, 5 February 1849,BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 1 February 1849, 
BRITISH COLONIST, 2 February 1849, misdated as 31 January, GLOBE, 3 
February 1849, misdated as 32 January, and 7 February, PROVINCIALIST, 
5 February 1849, misdated as 31 January, ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 8 
February 1849, misdated as 31 January, and BATHURST COURIER, 9 Feb- 
ruary 1849, in identical accounts; and LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 3 Feb- 
uary 1849. 

85. LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 3 February 1849. 

86. PILOT, 31 January 1849, 

87. The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 31 January 1849, 
BRITISH WHIG, 1, 5 February 1849, BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 1 February 1849, 
BRITISH COLONIST, 2 February 1849, misdated as 31 January, GLOBE, 3 
February 1849, misdated as 32 January, and 7 February, PROVINCIALIST, 
5 February 1849, misdated as 31 January, ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 8 
February 1849, misdated as 31 January, and BATHURST COURIER, 9 Feb- 
ruary 1849, 

88. PILOT, 31 January 1849, 

89. “IBID. 

90. The debate on this matter was reported by: LA MINERVE, 1 February 
1849; and LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 3 February 1849. 

91. LA MINERVE, 1 February 1849, 

92, LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 3 February 1849, 

93. LA MINERVE, 1 February 1849, 

94. LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 3 February 1849, 

95. LA MINERVE, 1 February 1849, 

96. IBID. 

97 2 TBD. 

98, LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 3 February 1849, which added that he spoke 
"6nergiquement contre ce procédé," 

99. LA MINERVE, 1 February 1849. 

100. IBID. 

101. LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 3 February 1849. 
102. LA MINERVE, 1 February 1849, 

103. IBID. 


WEDNESDAY, 31 JANUARY 1849. 
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Petittons THE following Petitions were severally 
brought up. brought up, and latd on the table:-- 
By Mr. DeWttt,--The Petttton of Xavter Meloche and others, of the 


Parish of St. Timothée de Beauharnots; the Petition of the Counetl of the 
Muntetpaltty of the second diviston of the County of Beauharnots, (Muntetpal 
Act); and the Petttton of the Council of the Muntctpaltty of the second 
dtvtston of the County of Beauharnots (Road). 

By Mr, Malloch,--The Petition of Thomas Htll, of the City of Toronto. 

By Mr. Dumas,--The Petttton of the Reltgtous Ladtes of the Hotel Dreu 
of Montreal; the Petition of Amable Archambeault and others, of L'Assomption; 
the Petition of J. C. Faribault and others, of the Counties of Leinster 
and Berthter; and the Petition of L. Z. Nolin and others, of the Village 
and Partsh of L'Assomption. . 

By Mr. Lemteux,--The Petttton of Joseph C. Bélanger and others, of 
St. Ambrotse. 

By Mr. Chauveau,--The Petition of Charles H. Lasstseraye, of the 
City of Montreal; and the Pettitton of Mrs. Ellenor Teed, of the Crty of 
Quebec. 

By Mr, Egan,--The Petition of L. G. Bigelow and others, of the County 
of Ottawa. 

By the Honorable Mr. Badgley,--The Petition of the Reverend Alexander 
Mathteson, D. D. and others, Members of the Presbyterian Church of Canada 
tin connection wtth the Established Church of Scotland. 

By Mr, Flint,--The Petttton of the Muntctpal Counetl of the District 
of Vietorta, and of the Marmora Foundry Company. 

By the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin,--The Petition of Willtam 





. a re im — 
Johnston, Esquire, of the Township of Georgina. 


By the Honorable Mr, Attorney General LaFontatne,--The Petttton of 
the Montreal Ladies Benevolent Soctety; the Petttton of Stster Jeanne 
de Chantal and others, Ststers of Chartty of Montreal; the Petttton 
of the Right Reverend the Cathoite Btshop of Montreal (Foundlings); and 
the Petttton of the Right Reverend the Catholte Bishop of Montreal 
(Semtnary of Ste. Thérése). 

By Mr. Morrtson,--The Petition of George Gurnett, Esqutre, Mayor, 
and others, of the City of Toronto, and ae of the Home District. 

By Mr. Chabot,--The Petttton of the Soetety of Education of Quebec; 
the Petttton of the Dtrectresses of the Charttable Assoctatton of the 
Roman Catholte Ladtes of Quebec; the Petitton of the Honorable Wiiltam 
Walker and others, of the Crty of Quebec; the Petttton of Franets Rourke 
and others, of the Distrtet of Quebec; the Petition of Messteurs LeMesurter, 
Tilstone and Company, and others, Merchants andothers of the City of 
Quebec; the Petition of Joseph Légaré and others, of the City of Quebec; 
the Petition of E. Dalatre, Esquire, and others, of the South Shore of 
the St. Lawrence, in the vitctntty of Quebec; the Petttton of H. Gowen 
Esquire, and others, of Quebec; the Petitton of W. K. M'Cord, Esqutre, 
and others, of the City of Quebec; the Petition of the Reverend John 
Cook, D. D. and others, the Ministers, Elders, and Trustees of St. Andrew's 
Church in the City of Quebec; the Petition of Miss Eltza Taylor, Secretary, 
on behalf of the Committee of Ladtes conducting the affatrs of the Protestant 
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Female Orphan Asylum at Quebee; the Petitton of the Reverend George 
Mackte, D. D. Chatrman, and others the Committee of Management of the 
Wattonal Schools at Quebec; the Petition of Lady Stuart and other Ladtes, 
the Committee of the Quebee Infant School; the Petttton of the Literary 


and Htstorteal Soetety of Quebec (Atd); the Petttton of the Literary and 


(63) 

Historical Soetety of Quebec (Quorum); and the Petttton of Z. Wrlliams 
and others, of Quebec. 

By the Honorable Mr. Merrttt,--The Petitton of William Farley and 
others, Electors of Ward No. 4, tn the Town of St. Catharines. 

By Mr. Notman,--The Petttion of John Watson Griffin and others, sons 
and daughters of the late Joseph Griffin.1 

MR. NOTMAN had a petition to present, on which he craved permission 
to say a few words. It was a petition affecting not the humble petitioners 
alone, but the whole people of Canada. The people of Canada look to this 
Parliament to settle the great and important question whether the Canadian 
people are to enjoy religious freedom to the same extent that they enjoy 
civil liberty. The great question must be decided, whether invidious 
distinctions are to be made amongst the different religious denominations, 
by affording a portion of church support to one, whilst it is withheld 
from another. (Hear, hear.) This great question must shortly come up, 
however much hon. members might desire to put it off, it must be met 
and a solem decision on it, arrived at. The interest of the country 
require (sic) that this question, affecting as it does the tranquility of 
the Province, must be fairly met, and at once set at rest forever. In 
his (Mr. Notman's) opinion the subject could not be more fairly and 
properly brought under the attention of the House than at the present 
time. We have on our Statute Book an Act of Parliament passed in a former 
day, called the Rectories Act, which is a disgrace to any people pro- 
fessing to enjoy civil and religious liberty. Discontent would be felt 
throughout the land so long as endowments continue to be tolerated, and 
until religion was left to be supported by the free-will, offerings of 
the people, and voluntary contributions, the only way in which the 
Religion of the Redeemer ought to be maintained. (Hear, hear.) This 
question must be met, despite any effort that might be made to shirk it. 
He reminded hon. members on this side of the House especially, that 
they were sent there by their constituents, on the understanding and with 
the conviction that this great and crying evil throughout the land, should 
be taken up and discussed, and respect had to public opinion, which desires 
no State Church in Canada. Fortunately there is no established Church, 
and he (Mr. N.) trusted we never should have. Civil liberty the people 
of Canada enjoy to the fullest extent; they possess a system of Government 
founded on the immutable principles of justice, and it should be so with 
regard to religious institutions also, for so long as endowments were 
given to half a dozen churches while others were degraded, the people never 
would be contented. (Hear, hear.) The hon. member concluded by reading 
the petition of the eleven sons and daughters of the late Joseph Griffin 
of the Township of Flamboro, Gore District, complaining that the lands 
which their father had brought and cultivated, had been seized and 
appropriated to the endowment of the Wellington Square Rectory.2 
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By Mr. Wetenhall,--The Petttton of David Buchan, Esquire, and others, 
of the Village of Paris and tts vicinity; the Petttton of G. Macartney 
and others, of the southern half of the Townshtp of _Dumfrt tes, District 
District of Gore; Gore; and the Petitton of Absalom Shade, of Galt, Cale, and James 
Cowan, of Waterloo, 


By Mr, Wrlson,--The Petttton of Willian Oliver, of the Tounshtp of 


Dounte, District of Huron. 

By Mr. M'Lean,--The Petition of Willtam Hoople, of the Townshtp of 
Osnabruck, Eastern Distrtet, Pilot. 

By Mr, Holmes,--The Petttton of the Reverend Alexander Mathteson, 
D. D., and others, on behalf of the Congregatton of St. Andrew's Church 
tn the City of Montreal. 

By Mr. Soltettor General Drummond,--The Petition of Joseph Bistodeau 
and others, of the Village of St. "St. Hyacinthe. 

By the Honorable Mr. Viger,--The Petttton of the Reverend A. Théberge, 
of Terrebonne. 

By the Honorable Mr. Robinson,--The Petttton of the Warden and Mmtctpal 
Councetl of the District of Simcoe (Assessment Law). 





Pettttons read. Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following 
Petittons were read:-- 

Of Mrs. M. Lunn, Dtrectress, ond Mrs. A. Durn un ford, Secretary, on 
behalf of the University Lying-in Hospttal, Montreal; praying for the usual 
atd tn support of the satd Instttutton. 

Of the Jucttces of the Peace of the Home District, tn Quarter Sesstons 
assembled; praying for certatn amendments to the Law regulating the 
Ltcenstng of taverns and houses of public entertatnment. 

Of John Molson, Esqutre, and others, the Company of Proprtetors of the 
Montreal and Province Line Junctton Ratlway; praying an extenston of the 
time limtted for the depostt of thetr Plan, and for an tncrease of thetr 
Capttal Stoek. 

Of Andrew MacFarlane and others, of the City of Montreal; praying 
that the Law whieh protects the Salaries of Publte Officers of the Executive 
Government from setzure, may be so amended as to enable parties to recover 
thetr just dues. 

Of the Reverend_P. Huot and others, of the Partsh of Ste. Foye, Couttes 
of Quebec and Portneuf; pra. praying that the Act 10 and 11 Vie e. 7, establish- 
tng Muntetpal Authorities in Lower Canada be repealed, and the Act 8 Vic. ec. 
10, revtved in lteu thereof. 

Of Louts Legendre, Esquire, and others of the Parish of St. Lours de 
——— praying that the School Commisstoners for the satd Parish may 

be authorized by law to sue for and recover a certain legacy bequeathed 
by the late Reverend Messtre Joseph Maurice Jean, of Lotbiniére, for 
purposed of Educatton. 
Of Eugéne L'Ecuyer, of the City of Quebec, Notary Publte; praying atd 
to enable him to publr ue a Work on Law compiled by htm, and entttled "Petit 
Gutde du Jeume ieee 

Of George 0 Kull Stuart, Esqutre, and others, of the City of Quebec; 
praying to be ees as "The Quebec Protestant Cemetery Assoctatton. 

Of the Corporation of the College of St. Hyacinthe; praying an ead 
atd tn support of the satd College. 








390 


Of the Rev. L. Provancher and others, of Lambton and other Townshtps, 
County of Megantte; praying that the said Tounshtps may be formed tnto a 
distinct Mmtctpaltty. 

Of the Dtrectors of the Academy of Berthter; praying atd to enable 
them to enlarge the satd Academy. 

Of Jean Baptiste Cartter and others, of St. Frangots du Lac; praying 
indemtficatton for losses sustained by them during the Troubles of 
1837 and 1838. 

Of the Directors of the Academy of Berthter; praytng the usual atd 
tn support of the satd Academy. 

Of J. B, Charland and others, of the Partsh of St. Grégoire, County 
of Nicolet; praying atid to open a certain road in the satd Parish. 

Of Alexander M'Donell and others; praying for thé construction of a 
publte despository for timber at the Port of Quebec. 

Of the Trustees of the_Rtchmond Academy; praying a grant for the past 
_ year in atd of the satd Academy. 

: of Eltjah R. Parks and others, of the late Province of Upper Canada Canada; 
praytng that proviston be made for compensating those whose Lands may be 
found deftctent tn measurement. 

Of Richard Daverne, of Adolphustown, Midland Dtstrict; praying com- 
pensation for a grant of land made to hts late brother, but afterwards 
revoked. 

Of George Hyde, Esquire, and others, of the Townships of Sarnta and 

Plympton, tn the Western District, and others of the Huron Tract; praying 
that the Board of Works be directed to survey and construct a Road along 
the shores of Lake Huron, through the satd Tounshtps, and that atid be 
granted for that purpose. 

Of James Porter, Esquire, and others, tnhabttants of the northern 
Toumshtps of the County of Kent; praying that the satd Townshtps be set 
apart and erected into a new District. 

Of the Montreal Protestant Orphan Asylwn; praying atd to enable them 
to complete a Butlding commenced by them for the purposes of that Instv etutton. 

of the Ladtes Directresses of the Montreal Protestant Orphan Asylum; 

raying for the usual atd tn support of the satd Instttutton. 

Of the Chtefs and Warrtors of the Village of Abenakts, of St. Frangots 
du Lac St. Pierre; praying for the passing of an Act to confirm “ee 
nomination of a Trustee for the recovery of thetr debts and the protection 
of thetr rights. 

Of Rtchard Watson, of the Ctty of Toronto, Butlder; representing that 
he has sustatned a loss of Five hundred and stxty-tuo A aa tn the 
fulfilment of a contract undertaken by other parttes for macadamtzing 
a certatn eae of the Yonge Street Road, and praying reltef. 

Of J. EH. Pell and others, Mechantes, of the Ctty of Toronto; praying 
for the establishment of a Provincial School of Art and Destgn. 

Of Charles Boyle, of the place called "Mims' Land," of the parish of 
St. Giles, in the District of Quebee; praying payment of a sum of money 
due him as Teacher of an Elementary School. 

Of G. J. Freltgh and others, of the Township of Stanbridge, in the 
County of Misstsquot; praying that the satd Tounshtp may be dtvtded tnto 
two separate Parishes, to be called_Stanbrtdge and Bedford. 

Of J. Chamberlin, Esqutre, and others, of the County of Misstsquot ; 
praying for the protection of Woollen Cloths manufactured in this Province. 


Of E, De Bellefeutlle and others, of the City of Montreal, Students at Law; 
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praying that Students at Law tn Lower Canada who have graduated, or who may 
hereafter graduate, at any legally established Untverstty or College in thts 
Province, or tn_Great Britain or Ireland, may be admitted to practice that 


(54) 
professton after having served a Clerkship of three years. 

Of John Ring and others, of the Township of Nepean; praytng that no 
alteratton be made in the front of lots tn Concesstons A, B, C, and D, 
of the satd Townshtp. 

Of A. W. Latrd and others, of the City of Montreal; praying for the 
passing of a law to protect the funds of the Assoetatton of Odd Fellows 
from fraud and defatcatton. 

Of Thomas Paddock and others, of the Township of Puslitneh, District 
of Gore; praying that a certain sectton of that Township, wtth the Gore 
of the same and certain other Townships, as nottfted tn the Offtetal 
Gazette, may be set apart and erected into a new District, to be called 
the District of Bruce, with Galt as the District Town. 

Of Alexander B. Orr and others, of North Easthope and other Tounshtps 
of the District of Huron, Brock, and Wetlington; praying for the passing 
of an Act to provide for the extenston and tmprovement of the Dundas and 
and Waterloo Road. 

Of John Meyers and others, of the German Block tn the Tounship of 
Woolwteh; praying that the satd Township and certain others, as nottfted 
in the Offtetal Gazette, may be set apart and erected into a new Dtstrtct 
to be called the District of Bruce, wtth Galt as the District Town. 

Of Dantel Langley and others, of North Ea. Easthope and other Townshtps 
of the Districts of Huron and Wellington; | praying that the satd Townshtps 
may be iin to the proposed new District of Bruce. 

Of Ralph C. Nicholson and others, of the Township of Dumfrtes; praying 
that 2 south half of the satd Townshtp may be attached to the proposed 
new District of Bruce. 

Of the Reverend J. L. Beaubien and others, of the Partsh of St. 
Thomas, in the County of L'Islet; praying a grant of money to enable 
them to establish an Instttutton for female educatton, 

Of John Hawkins and others, of the Townshtp of Woolwich, Dtstrict 
of Wellington; praying that no divtston be made of the satd District, as 
ts proposed by the formatton of a new District of Bruce. 

Of George J. Grange, Chatrman, and_C. H. Webster, Secretary, on 
behalf of a Publte Meeting of the Inhabitants of the District of Wellington; 
praying that no dtvtston be made of the satd District, as ts proposed 
by the formation of a new Dtstrtct of Bruce. 

Of Alfred A. Baker and others, of the Tounshtps of Guelph and prmosa, 
District of Wellington; praying that no dtvtston be made of the sat 
Distrtet, as ts proposed by the formatton of a new District of eee 

Of Thomas Saunders and others, of the Townshtp of Puslinch, District 
of Wellington; praying that no part of that Townshtp may be separated 
from the satd Dtstrict. 

Of Janes Burr and others, of the Tounshtp of Nichol, Dtstrtect of 
Wellington; 3 praying that no divtston be made of that said Distrtet, as 
ts proposed by the formation of a new Dtstriet of Bruce. 

Of James M!' Katg and others, of the Toumshtp of “Petinohs District of 
Wellington; praying that no division be made of the said District, as ts 
proposed by the formatton of a new Dtstrtct of Bruce. 
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Of Henry Cardwell and others, of Holland and other Townships, District 
of Wellington; praying that no dtvtston be made of the satd hstrtet, 
as ts proposed by the formation of a new District of Bruce. 

Of John D. M'Kenzte and others, of the Township of Beverly, District of 
Gore; complaining of deficiency tn the measurement of thetr lands from 
wrong and false surveys, and praying for redress. 

Of the Magtstrates of the District of Wellington, in Quarter Sesstons 
assembled; praying that no such dtvtston be made of the Distrtet of Gore 
and Wellington as that proposed by the formatton of a new District of Bruce. 

Of the Magistrates of the Wellington District; praying for the tmposttton 
of a License for the sale of Beer. 

Of John Charlton and others, of the Ctty of Toronto; and other places 
tn the Home District; praying for the passtng of an Act to enable them to 
eonstruct a plank road through the Townshtp of York, tn a certatn course, 
to the junetton line between that Townshtp of Vaughan, and to collect tolls 
thereon. 

Of Willtam Montgomerte, Esquire, and others, of Grantham and the 
adjotning Tounshtps, tn the County of Drummond; praying atd to erect a 
Bridge over the River St. Franets, at the Village of Drummondville. 

Of the Honorable Joseph Bourret, Mayor, on behalf of a Meeting of the 
Inhabitants of the City of Montreal; praytng the adoption of certain 
measures to obtatn the repeal or modtftcatton of the Navtgatton Laws. 

Of the Reverend John Bethune and others, of Montreal; praying atd tn 
support of the Montreal Eye and Ear Instttutton. 


Of Alexander M'Donell, Esquire, and others, of the south stde of the 

















River Ottawa, between the Town of Bytown and the Village of Pembroke; 


praying that the grant voted tn the year 1845, for the constructton of 
a line of road between Bytown and_Pembroke be patd and expended tin the 
completton thereof. 

Of George Chaperon, of Bate St. Paul, County of Saguenay; praying a 
grant of money to compensate him for a part of his loss a damage sustained 
in the executton of hts office as Commtsstoner for opentng a commmtcatton 
between the Partshes of St. Pierre, St. Paul, and_St. Joachim. 

Of George Chaperon and others, of Bate St. Paul and St. Urbain, County 
of Saguenay; praying atd for the opening of the Bagot Road,--for erecting 
a oe over the River du Gouffre,--and for tmproving the Road des Cotes 
du Cap aux Corbeaux; and that the satd works be placed wder the control 
of the Board of Works. 

Of the Reverend_J._B. Gagnon and others, of Malbate and other Partshes, 
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Instttutton. 

Of Benjamin Horner and others, of the Townshtp of Blenhetm, District 
of Broek; praying that that Townshtp may not be separated from the satd 
District, as ts proposed by the formatton of a new District of Brant. 

Of Wrlltam Leonard, of the Townshtp of Searborough; praying payment 
of an amount due him as Schoolmaster in the Town of Carlisle, District 
of Gaspé. 

Of Davtd Wood and others, of the Townshtp of Walpole; praying that the 
boundary line between that Townshtp and the Tounshtp of Woodhouse may be 
finally settled. 
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Of Erastus Ives and others, of the District of St. Franets; praytng 
atd to eonstruct a Road from Waterville to Sherbrooke. 

Of the Reverend W. King and others, of the Township of Broughton, 
County of Megantte; praytng atd to tmprove the route commmicating with the 
the Craig's Roa 

Of f, Duchesna nay, Esquire, and others, of that part of the County 
of Dorchester formerly constituting the Coun'ty of Beauce; praying for the 
abrogation of the Tenures en ftef and en censtve. 


(56) 

Of Joseph Donegant, of the City of Montreal; praying for an Act to 
confirm hts title to certain property whitch he inherited from hts father, 
but of which hts nephew have dtspossessed htm at law, on the ground of 
his being an alten; and that the tttles of all persons in a stmilar 
sttuatton may be quieted. 

of John H. Aussem, Esqutre, and others, of the Province of Canada; 
praying that } persons practtstng the Thomsontan or Botanic system of 
Medicine, may be authorized to presertbe and to collect pay for thetr 
services, espeetally when they have recetved diplomas from the Thomsontan 
Medical Soctety. 

Of Wrlltam Dunean, of the Parish of St. Ignace du Coteau du bag, 
County of Vaudreuil; £ praying for the passtng of an Act to enable him to 
recover a certain amount due htm for the construction of a Bridge over 
the River a@ Deltste. 

Of S. S. Foster, and others, the Prestdent and Directors of the 

Shefford Academy; praying the usual atd tn support of the satd Instttutton. 

Of Benjamin Outmet and others, of the Townshtp of Upton; praying 
that a certain part of the satd Township may be annexed to t to the County of 
Shefford and to the District of Montreal. 


Petttton of Ordered, That the Petttton of the Justtces of the 

Justices of Peace of the Home Dtstrtet, tn Quarter Sesstons 
the Peace assembled, be referred to the Select Committee 
Home Drstrict; appointed to enqutre whether any and what Leg- 


tslative measures can be adopted to repress the 
evtls growing out of Intemperance. 





Of L. Legendre Ordered, That the Petitton of Louts Legendre, 

and others; Esqutre, and others, of tha Partsh of St. Louts 
Of G. O'KilL de Lotbintére; the Petition of George O'Kill 
Stuart and Stuart, Esquire, and others, of ene City. of 
others; Quebec; the Petitton of I. M. Daly and others, 
Of T. M. Daly Of North Easthope and other Townships tn the 
and others; County of Huron, and of the Government Lands 
Of B. Outmet north of the eastern section of the District 
and others; of Huron; the Petttton of Benjamin Outmet and 
Of J. Porter others, of the Toumshtp of Upton; and the 

and others; Petitton of James Porter, Esquire, and others, 


tnhabttants of the northern Townshtps of the 
County of Kent; and the several other Petitions presented durtng the 
present Session on the subject of the dtvtston of the County of Kent, 
be referred to the Standing Committee on Standing Orders. 
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Of Joseph Resolved, That the Petttton of Joseph Donegant, of 
Donegant, the Ctty of Montreal, be referred to a Select 
referred. Committee composed of Mr. Gugy, the Honorable 


Mr, Price, the Honorab Le Mr. Cameron, of Kent, 
Mr. Prince, Mr. Smith, of Frontenac, and Mr. Jobin, to examine the contents 
thereof, and to report thereon with all conventent speed; wtth power to 


send for persons, papers, and records. 





First Report of Mr. Fortter, from the Standing Committee on 
Committee on Road and Bridge Bills, presented to the House 
Roads and the First Report of the satd Committee; whtch was 
Bridges. read, as followeth:-- 


Your Committee have examined the Entrtes tn the Journal of the 17th 
and 20th March, 1848, whtch relate to the Petition of Willtan Bradley and 
others, of the Townshtp of Caledonta, praytng that a certatn allowance 
for Road tn that Townshtp may be granted to the satd Willtam Bradley in 
lteu of an allowance made by htm for a like purpose; and betng satisfied, 
from the testimony of Mr. Johnson, (a Member of the Committee), that the 
Government allowance has never been used as a travelled road, and that 
proposed to be substituted by Mr. Bradley had been so used for about two 
years,--and finding also, the Petittton ts stgned by nearly every person 
restding tn the victnity tn questton, and that no Petitton has been 
presented against the applicatton, Your Committee would beg leave to 
recommend that the prayer of the Petttton of complted wtth. 


Bradley's Road Ordered, That Mr. Johnson have leave to bring in 
Allowance a Btll to enable Wrlltan Bradley to hald a 
PEL certatn Road allowance tn Caledonta, tn the 





Ottawa District. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second 
time, on Friday next. 


Cornwall Mr. Dumas, from the Select Committee appotnted 
Electton. to try the mertts of the Petttton complaining of an 


undue Electton and Return for the Town of Cornwall 
presented to the House the ftnal Report of the satd Committee; whtch was 
read, as followeth:-- 


Resolved, That etght clear days' nottce of the ttme and place of holding 
an Electton are requtred by the Provinetal Statute 6 Vice. ec. 1. 


Resolved, That such nottce was not gtven for the holding of the Election 
of a Member to represent the Town of Cornwall tn the present Parlta- 


ment. 


Resolved, That thts Committee have no reason to belteve that the result 
of the satd Electton has been affected by such trregulartty. 


Resolved, That the Honorable John Hillard Cameron was duly elected to 
serve as a Member to represent the satd Town of Cornwall tn thts 
present Parltament. 


Resolved, That the Petttton of Charles Rattray, Esqutre, and others, 
ts not frivolous or vexatious. 
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Resolved, That the conduct of the Returning Offtcer at the satd Election, 


tin gtving the notice thereof, was not tn accordance wtth the satd Act. 


Second Report The Honorable Mr. Boulton, from the Standing 
of Committee Committee on Standing Orders, presented to the 
on Standing House the Second Report of the satd Committee; 
Orders. whten was read, as followeth:-- 


Your Committee have examined the Petttitons of H. H. Whttmey and others, 
of the City of Montreal; of Alexandre M. Delisle,and B. H. LeMotne, of 
the City of Montreal, and J. B. Debten, junior, of the Parish of Ste. 
Rose; and of Louts Comte, of the City of Montreal, and find that tn each 
case the requistte notice has been given. 

With respect to the Petttton of the Corporatton of the Ctty of King- 
ston, and of divers Inhabttants of the satd City, praying to be tneorporated 
as "The City of Kingston Water Works Company," Your Committee find that 
nottce has not been stgned by the Mayor and Corporation of the City of 
Kingston, and the matter will affect that localtty only, they beg leave 
to submit to Your Honorable House whether the notice may not tin this 
case be dtspensed wtth. 

Your Committee have examined the Petttion of the Montreal and Lachine 
Ratlroad Company, praying for authority to ratse a loan, or to tnerease 
thetr capttal stock, with power to sell and transfer all the property 
and corporate rights of the Company,--and finding that nottce has not 
been gtven by them, they beg to submit to Your Honorable House whether 
a nottce ts necessary tn thts case. 

The Pettttons of the Reverend Messtre_St. Germain; of the Sisters of 
the Holy Cross, of the Partsh of St. Laurent; and of V. P. W. Dorton 
and others, do not, tn the optnion of Your Committee, come wuder the 
provtstons of the 66th Rule. 





(56) 
Kingston Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Maedonald have 
Water Works leave to bring tn a Btll to tucorporate "The 
BLLt: City of Kingston Water Works Company." 


He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a 
second time, on Monday next. 


On motton of Mr. Sherwood, of Brockville, seconded by Mr. Morrison 


se a ae ey ieee ahs) 
Pettttons for Resolved, That the ttme for presenting Pettttons 
Private Bulle, to thts House for Prtvate Bills be extended 


until Thursday, the fifteenth day of February 
next. 


Wits 13he SHERWOOD? (Toronto) in the absence of Sir Allan MacNab who is 


still absent from indisposition, took up a motion of which the honourable 
and gallant Knight had given notice, to the effect that the House should 
sit for the future from ten in the forenoon, until six o'clock in the 
evening, at which hour the speaker is to declare the House adjournment 
until next day of meeting, and that the House shall not sit on Wednesdays 
and Saturdays. 
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(56) 
trst Rule The Honorable Mr. Sherwood moved, seconded by 
of the House ,-- Mr. Chrtstte, and the Questton betng proposed, 
and Notices. That so much of the Ftrst Rule of thts House as 


regulates the hour of meeting for the transaction 
of Bustness be amended, by substituting, ten o'clock tn the morning for 
three o'clock tn the afternoon, for during the present Sesston, to commence 
from and after the present week; and further, that, tf at the hour of 
stx o'clock, P. M., the House be sttll sttting, Mr. Speaker shall adjourn 
the House unttl the next sitting day without a Question first put; that 
on Tuesday tn each week the House shall stand adjourned ttll the follow- 
tng Thursday, and that tn all cases of Nottces two full days shall elapse 
before they be acted upon,--the whole for and durtng the present Sesston, 
and no tonger. 


MR. PAPINEAU thought the proposed change would tend to delay the 
public business.9? 


MR. BOULTON spoke in favor of meeting in the forenoon to dispose of 
the mere Routine Business, and meeting in the evening to consider the 
Orders of the day, and not to sit later than 10 o'clock under any cir- 
cumstances, 6 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN had no objection to the changes but he did not 
think it would be found advantageous. He was afraid it would scarcely 
leave the members of the Government sufficient time to carry on the 
Government business, if they were obliged to attend the House during 
the day for four days a week./ 


(56) 

The Honorable Mr, Boulton moved tn amendment to the Questton, seconded 
by Mr, Wetenhall, That all the words after "substttuting," to the end 
of the Questton, be left out, and the words, "this House do adjourn at 
ten o'clock every evening, and do meet every morning at eleven, for the 
transactton of the Routine Business of the House, and that so soon as 
the Routine Business be coneluded, the Speaker do leave the Chatr, and 
resume the sttting of the House at three, when the Orders of the day 
wtll be proceeded wtth; provtded that nothing tn thts order shall 


4 


interfere wtth any question of Privilege," be added instead thereof. 
((There were)) a few remarks from members®, 


(56) 

And the Questton betng put on the Amendment; the House dtvtded:-- 
And it passed tn the Negattve. 

And the Questton betng agatn proposed, That so much of the Frrst 
Rule of thts House as regulates the hour of meeting for the transaction 
of Bustness be amended, by substttuttng, ten o'clock in the morntng for 
three o'clock tn the afternoon, for and durtng the present Sesston, to 
commence from and after the present week; and further, that, tf at the 
hour of stx o'clock, P. M. the House be sttll sttting, Mr. Speaker shall 
adjourn the House until the next sttting day without a Questton first put; 
that on Tuesday in each week the House shall stand adjourned ttll the 
followtng Thursday, and that tn all cases of Nottces two full days shall 
elapse before they be acted on,--the whole for and during the present 
Sesston, and no longer. 
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The Honorable Mr. Papineau moved tn amendment to the Questton, 
seconded by the Honorable Mr. Boulton, That all the words after "That," 
to the end of the Questton, be left out, and the words, "Mr. Speaker do, 
at ten o'clock, P. M., declare the House adjourned until the next sitting 
day, at three o'clock, P. M," be added instead thereof. 

And the Questton being put on the Amendment, the House dtvtded; and 
the names betng called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


YEAS. 
Messteurs_Beaubten, Boulton of NORFOLK, Chabot, DeWitt, Duchesnay, 
Fourquin, Hall, Johnson, Laurin, Macdonald of GLENGARRY, Malloch, 
Papineau, Sauvageau, Smith of WENTWORTH, Thompson, and Wetenhail.--(16.) 


NAYS. 

Messteurs Badgley, Attorney General Baldwin, Bell, Soltettor General 
Blake, Bouthtilten, Brooks, Burritt, Cameron of KENT, Cartter, Cauchon, 
Cayley, Chrtstte, Crysler, Soltettor General_Drwmmond, Dumas, Egan, 
Flint, Fortver, Fournver, Gugy » Guillet, Rineks, Holmes, Jobin, Attorney 
General LaFontatne, Laterriére, Lemteux, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Marquts, 
M'Lean, Merritt, Méthot, Mongenats, Morrtson, Notman, Polette, Price 
Richards, Robinson, Scott of BYTOWN, Scott of TWO MOUNTAINS, Seymour 
Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Sherwood of TORONTO, Smtth of DURHAM, Taché, 
Viger, Watts, and Wilson.--(49.) 

So tt passed tt the Negative. 

Then the Matin Questton betng put; 


Resolved, That so much of the First Rule of thts House as regulates the 
hour of meeting for the transaction of Bustness be anended, by 
substituting, ten o'clock tn the morning for three o'clock tn the 
afternoon, for and during the present Sesston, to commence from 
and after the present week; and further, that, tf at the hour of 
stx o'clock, P. M., the House be sttll sttting, Mr. Speaker shall 
adjourn the House until the next sttting day wtthout a Questton 
first put; that sttting day without a Questton first put; that on 
Tuesday in each week the House shall stand adjourned till the fol- 
lowing Thursday, and that tn all cases of Nottces two full days 
shall elapse before theu be acted on,--the whole for and during 
the present Sesston, and no longer. 


On motion of Mr. Seymour, seconded by Mr. Malloch, 


Lunatic Asy- Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
Zum Tax. Hts Excellency the Governor General, praytng 


that he will be pleased to cause the proper 

offteer to lay before thts House, a Return of the amount of Lunatic 
Asylum Tax colleeted and patd into the Provinetal Treasury by the 
several Districts of the late Province of Upper Canada, under the 
authority of the Act 2 View ce. 11, for the several years since the 
passing of the satd Act, distingutshtng, as nearly as posstble, the 
amount so collected and paid in by the several tneorporated Cittes 
and Towns. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the 


Executive Counetl of thts Provtnee. 
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Protested Bills Ordered, That Mr. Morrison have leave to bring in 
of Exchange a Btll to regulate and make untform the rates 
Bett. of damages on Protested Bills of Exchange in 


thts Province. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a 
second time, on Thursday, the ftfteenth day of February next. 


Constttuenctes. Ordered, That the Return to the Address of thts 

House to Hts Excellency the Governor General, 
for a Tabular Return of the names of vartous Constttuenctes in Upper 
and Lower Canada, and of the number of Representatives and Inhabttants 
of each Constttuency, latd before this House on the 29th instant, be 
printed for the use of the Members of thts House. 


MR. WILSON? moved the house into Committee of the whole, to consider 
the expediency of paying Jurors in Upper Canada.10 


(56) 
On motion of Mr. Wilson, seconded by Mr. Scott, of Two Mountains, 


Pettt Jurors, Resolved, That this House do now resolve ttself 
(Ones) tnto a Committee, to constder the expedtency 


of paying Pettit Jurors tn Upper Canada. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into the satd Committee. 
Mr. Watts took the Chatr of the Committee; 


MR. WILSON then moved that it is expedient that all jurors of Courts of 
Nisi Prius, Jail Delivery, Districts Courts, Quarter Sessions, &c., should 
be paid 5s. per day for their attendance, and 6d. per mile, to be paid 
out of the fees on records, partly by the defendants in cases where they 
now pay costs, and the remainder out of the District funds, At present 
15s. were paid on records at assizes and 7s. 6d. at sessions. This would 
be continued with this difference, that whether the case were tried or 
not, the fees must be disbursed, instead of the payment taking place only 
when there was a trial. The second fund he had mentioned was from the 
costs paid by defendants in cases of assault, &c.; and the third from 
the funds of the District. He believed there was no one who would more 
willingly be guided by the opinion of the House; but he believed there 
would be no better way found to raise the money, If the routine of the 
juries were perfect, there would be little necessity, perhaps for this 
law; but it too often happened that the burden now fell on a few in- 
dividuals, and he had known some to come to the court with sugar on 
their backs to pay their expenses.11l 


MR. J. SCOTT (Bytown) thought the proper way would be to make the 
sheriffs summon juries fairly. If not he thought the bill should be 
introduced by Government. The payments should be made, too, out of 
the consolidated fund, as they were in Canada East. 12 

MR. WILSON: for it is the same as in Canada Weer ca 

MR. J. SCOTT ((continued:)) Well to give 5s. per day to petty jurors, 
would induce many to endeavour to get on juries. Besides the hon. member 
had forgotten grand jurors.! 


MR. WILSON would reduce the sum, but he thought it not too much to pay 
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jurors as much as witnesses, He had left it to the District Councils to 
pay the grand jurors or not.15 


MR. J. SCOTT still objected to lay additional burdens on the people 
of the Province. If all parties were called on to do their duty fairly 
there would be no necessity for this bill. But this would besides 
prevent the packing of juries, which was very common in Canada West. 

In the Eastern District there had been occurences by no means creditable 
to the District, or the parties who administered justice there, 16 


MR. RICHARDS said every man from the judge to the crier was now paid, 
and the jurors ought not to be the only parties neglected,1/ Upon com- 
parison of facts, as contrasted with each other in the two sections of 
the Province, as to the amount expended in the payment of Petit Jurors 
and Witnesses in each respectively, it would be found that the Upper 
much exceeded that in the Lower. It was stated that 5s. per diem, and 
mileage, was to be allowed in the present instance to Jurors.18 He did 
not believe it would, in fact, be the case, that perfect justice would 
be done if all householders were summoned in turn. Persons living at a 
distance from Court, and those in unsettled places, where they had to 
pay strangers to attend to their business while they were away, were in 
a far worse position than those near the Court House, and those in 
settled districts. He thought if they went so far with suits to have 
bills taxed with £4 or £5, the additional fee of $3 on the record would 
be very little. He would recommend his hon. friend, however, to in- 
clude fines imposed by magistrates in this bil1.19 Some districts were 
certainly in debt, and others not; but he thought that the means 
requisite for paying, as proposed, might be derived from the amount 
raised on tavern licenses, thus making the source a general one. 

He was also in favour of the sum of 5s. per day being paid, which was 
not a bit too much, and themileage would not pay the expense. There 
was no doubt hower (sic), that it would be proper to have the juries 
properly selected*!, He alluded to the State of New York, where the 
parties so serving were paid ase per day23 out of the general funds 
of each County, after the making of periodical estimates; and hoped 
that, before the end of the Session, some comprehensive plan to the 
same effect would be adopted in Upper Canada. 24 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD dwelt upon the crying evil now existing in Upper 
Canada, where a paltry pittance was doled out to Petit Jurors, when sworn 
in from time to time. He did not coincide with the plan just proposed. 

A vast number of individuals in Upper Canada29 who hated litigation26 
never went to the Court House, save when called upon to act as Jurors. 

If these persons, many of them having to leave large families in danger of 
starvation during their absence, were not properly remunerated, the 
consequence would be, that a general burst of dissatisfaction would be 
heard from one end of Upper Canada to the other. He admitted the nec- 
essity of Jurors being paid for thus being torn from their business and 
connections, but his idea was, "let those that went to law pay for law"-- 
"let those who danced pay the piper."2/ 


oF 28 
You mean criminal cases, from an hon. member. 


MR. J. S. MACRONALD.--No, he meant that in criminal cases the expense 
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under the head before named should be defrayed out of the general funds 
of the District, which should decide who was and was not fit to serve 

in this capacity in civil cases. He then named two or three Districts2?, 
(names unheard by us) in which the average number of records per term 
was 20. This would, under the proposed plan, give $60; and30 forty- 
eight jurors came to £12 per day, or £60 for five days3l leaving only 

£20 out of civil cases towards the required payment .--32 The hon, member 
for Leeds talked of fines; but in his Mr. McDonald's, District, they 
were quiet people, and were not fined. If the hon. member would con- 
fine his motion to affirming the expediency of paying jurors he would 
not oppose it.33 The hon. member for London had proposed 5s. per day, 

as compensation. Could he possibly think this enough? Not having seen 
the Bill, he desired to have the pledge that it only involved the general 
pe ee of the payment of Jurors. Were this the case, all well and 
good. 


MR. WILSON said, he would strike out such part as would meet the 
views of the hon. member.35 


MR. G. SHERWOOD (Brockville) said, it had been stated that if a fair 
rotation of jurors were taken, the necessity for the bill would be 
obviated. The amount to be received by records, would not, in his 
district, pay the jurors for one day. 36 The Provincial Fund ought to 
be charged. The interest in the question was Provincial.3/ He believed 
in Lower Canada witnesses were paid, and he was told that the sheriff 
of Quebec had paid the sum of £900 in one year for their attendance38 
((and)) for jurors ... in criminal cases; why should not such a system 
extend to Upper Canada? When poor suitors were compelled to act,2? it 
was well known ... ((they)) could not afford to lose their time, neither 
would it be fair to make them pay for those who did attend. If they 
established the principle of paying the Jurors, certainly they ought 
to impose a fine on those who neglected to attend as such; this would 
cause some increase of funds. It had been said, let those who resorted 
to litigation bear the expense of it, but he said that this idea could 
not be carried out, consistently with a proper regard to the interests 
of the country. He maintained that, acting in a public capacity, they 
should be paid like other public officers, from the general Revenue.41l 


MR. H. BOULTON thought not only jurors, but witnesses should be paid. 42 


Many a comparatively poor man came from a distance to act in the capacity 
of Juror without the means of paying his daily sustenance, unless he 
submitted to the humilation of acknowledgment of his poverty. 3 It was 
a very hard thing44. He did not oppose the general object of the 
Resolutions, but left it to those who started the measure to devise the 
source, the ways and means, for payment, 49 If nothing could be saved 
from the present expense, he might see what could be done.45 The 
allusion of the hon. member for Leeds to the State of New York was not 
applicable to the present case, inasmuch as there direct taxation was 
resorted to, on the Public Works; it mattered not whether the funds 
were derived from one County or another,--but here the case was totally 
different,4/ In Upper Canada, in like manner, there had been a system 
of direct taxation, which people had got accustomed to, but48 not so 
Lower Canada; perhaps it was on account of local feelings or laws that 
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Lower Canada had not the means of doing the same as the other section; 
perhaps the people were not content to pay, and did not pay. He would 
not betray the interests of his constituents; and if, in the case of 
Lower Canada, when public matters, such as Court House, Goal, &c., were 
provided out of the Consolidated Revenue, why not the same system in 
both sections, for they were united in one, and were presumed to have 

a common interest?49 He wanted, if jurors were paid, that both sections 
of the Province should be put on the same footing, 29 It was time enough 
to consider the means of paying when the Public Accounts were laid before 
them, and gave them the means of correct judgment; this he said not with 
a view of blaming the Government .-—>1 Now, if he remembered rightly, the 
incidental expenses paid for the administration of justice last year in 
U. C., wero (sic) £24,000 per annum. He was told, too, that witnesses 
who came down to Montreal from C.W., went back with £14 or £15 in their 
pockets. That was quite unreasonable, for a few days of steamboat 
travel.°2 Not so in Canada West, where a long distance had to be travel- 
led, and hardship, perhaps, to be endured. The consideration of the 
wherewith of paying could be postponed till the time he had just men- 
tioned, when he trusted a uniform system>3 of greater economy24 could 

be organized.) 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD (Glengarry) said that he knew a man who had a 
horse stolen from him, and had come to Montreal in search of it, and 
found it in a cab in McGill Street, The man had received £15 for 
seizing his own horse.2© 


MR. WILSON was willing to strike out all after the words, "confirming 
the principle of paying jurors,"9/ to leave the matter in the same state 
as when he showed the Bill to the hon. member for Cornwall,58 and would 
be content if the House admitted the principle of paying juries.9 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN thought local taxation ought to be resorted to, 
The Resolution ought not to contain mere general matter--a mere abstract 
principle.60 He would therefore prefer that some general system were 
pointed out, either that jurors should be ee from the district funds, 
or from the general fund of the Province, © The qualification ought to 
be based upon the provisions of the Assessment Law; the proposed measure 
would altogether militate against such a position. He hoped to be able 
to bring forward a scheme based upon the Act of 1843, for an efficient 
system with regard to Jurors, although the many calls upon him this 
Session would not at present enable him to carry out his desires. With 
regard to what fell from the hon. member for London, he had one remark 
to make; the tax ought to fall equally on the community, the payment 
to be as generally divided as possible®? although, as had been stated 
by his hon. friend the member for Leeds, it could not fall alike on all 
parties who had to attend as jurors; some persons having to travel long 
distances, while others resided in the vicinity of the court,®3 And, 
in leaving it to local taxation, he would not make the latter compulsory, 
but would leave it to the different Municipalities as to the principle 
they would adopt,--whether they would make it imperative on all to attend, 
or make a general assessment on all. On this point they might legislate 
for themselves.65 If in large Districts they thought all the Municipali- 
ties ought to be equally taxed, they would cause it to be done, or they 
would otherwise suit themselves to their local circumstances; but the 
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public funds ought not to be touched--(Hear, hear.) 6 He was satisfied 
that the present system, by which the expenses of administration of 
justice thoughout the Province were charged on the consolidated fund, 
must sooner or later be changed, and that in Lower, as well as Upper 
Canada, it would be necessary to go back to the principle of paying 
these charges from funds raised by local taxation. 6/7 And, entertaining 
that opinion, he could not consent to the laying additional burdens on 
the present depressed Revenue. If he would, in a general way allow of 
such a thing, the present state of the finances entirely forbid it. 

He was ready to go as far as any man for establishing the system of 
paid Jurors, 68 


MR. H. BOULTON should move that the Committee do rise, report 
progress, and ask leave to sit again. He applauded the ideas of the 
Attorney-General West. If his suggestions had been long ago adopted 
it would have caused the saving of a vast amount©?9, one half/9 of 
incidental expenses to the Province/l, if they were paid out of the 
local funds. He had glanced over the new municipal law, and he 
thought there was scarcely anything to cavil at. He, however, gave 
notice, that he would move in amendment to it, that a certain percentage 
of the most fit persons for jurors should be returned by the Councils 
of each Municipality to the Clerk of the Peace,/2 a ballot should then 
take place, in ... presence of the Sheriff, for persons to act as 
Jurors for the year. Thus no fraud, favoritism, or packing, could 
occur./3 


MR. WILSON eet the observations already reported as having 
fallen from him. / 


MR. BADGLEY thought juries should be paid/> for their services’ in 
C. E. as well as C. W., for he had known cases of the greatest hardships 
saa ca present law. He did not care from what fund the payment was 
made. 


MR. MCCONNELL said, there were no two minds upon this subject, as to 
whether jurors should be paid. The only difficulty was to find the money. 
He approved, however, of the principle mentioned by the hon. Attorney- 
General West--that of each municipality deciding whether it would tax 
itself to pay its own jurors. People now had to come from his part of 
the country, one hundred miles, to Montreal, at their own expense. 78 


MR. J. SCOTT (Bytown) thought that Upper Canada members should then- 
selves look to these measures of a purely local nature, such as Municipal 
taxes. If the present satisfied the Upper Canadian, why, let it alone; 
if not, let Ministers at once bring the necessary measures./9 If the 
Provincial revenue could not pay this expense, no more could the Districts. 
His could not, for example they had a Jail and Court House still unpaid 
for.°9 He denounced the doctrine of unfortunate fellows who came from 
remote distances, &c., being more heavily taxed than others. 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS understood that the hon. member for London 
intended to leave the matter to the free will of parties in their 
Cis trees. 


MR. WILSON denied having assumed such a position. He had shown a 
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draft of his measure to the hon. member of the Fourth Riding.--Why, he 
would ask, was the East to be put at antagonism with the West? All he 
asked was to have the Bill printed, and then the hon. members could 
suggest and act as they saw fit.83 


MR. J. SCOTT.--The other night, ministers prevented the hon. member 
for Norfolk from bringing in a bill about roads and bridges, because 
they desired to assume the responsibility of the méseures (08 Now if 
they did so act in a case of a few paltry roads and bridges.--(Order, 
order.) Well, well, then, the highways; let them do so now, they might 
as well let the hon. member for London bring in a money Bill for £5000, 
for any purpose he thought proper. Ministers were the mouthpiece of 
the country, and in these cases involving fresh burdens on the Exchequer, 
they ought to take the initiative.85 Now, why should they not take upon 
themselves the responsibility in the present case, which involved the 
administration of justice in the entire country, and the taxing of each 
District to the extent of thousands of pounds a year? Why not put a 
clause in the municipal bill to allow municipalities to tax themselves 
for this purpose, 86 Not a single petition upon this Jury question, that 
he was aware of, had been laid before the House; not a single article 
upon the matter had appeared in the Upper Canada papers, and if any 
agitation had taken place respecting it, he certainly thought they would 
have heard of it in that House.87 


MR. FLINT concurred in the necessity of relief in the case of Jurors, 
before the House. Had he known shortly before, that this subject was to 
be broached to the House, he could have produced the evidence of those 
who had seriously felt the alleged grievances; 8 persons had had to wait 
on the Court for a length of time, and were required to act as jurors 
that when they left for their homes, left with a debt on them which they had 
contracted in the taverns where they stopped, not having received a 
Single dollar for their attendance. He thought if there was no other 
way of raising a fund, the incomes of the Attorneys or counsel ought 
to be taxed for the purpose of paying jurors. (Hear, hear? and laughter.) 7° 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN deprecated the doctrine of Ministers being called 
upon to assume the responsibility laid to their charge; if such was the 
case with these local projects of individual members, they would have 
enough to do, in all conscience; it certainly was the duty of Ministers 
to watch over the general welfare of the country, and to advise the 
House upon it. He maintained that they had done their duty, in this 
respect, ta the entire satisfaction of the country, but he denied the 
extreme responsibility sought to be laid upon them.91 This was a question 
which must sooner or later be taken up, and what really appeared to be 
a great handicap in persons called upon as jurors must be obviated. Pro- 
vided the measure of the hon. member for London should assume a shape 
he approved, he would support it. He thought it would, perhaps, be 
better to leave it to the Municipal Councils to impose a tax or act, 
as they thought fit. At present he was prepared to vote for the general 
resolution proposed, and he should be prepared to give the subject 
due consideration, when the proper time arrived. 


MR. H. BOULTON (Norfoik) wished them to adopt his motion for the House 
to rise and report progress. He would suggest that the bill be postponed 
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till next session, when the Municipal Bill would be before the country; 
and, if the House thought fit, it might be amalgamated with ie73 


MR, J. S. MACDONALD(Glengarry) said, that if the Committee rose without 
reporting, the Bill could not be printed.94 ((He)) would like to see 
the bill printed, and sent to the District Councils, when the opinions 
of such Councils could be obtained. If Councils were in favour of it, 
a clause could be inserted to give them the power to raise a fund by 
local taxation. He felt convinced that it was a fair principle that 
jurors be paid. He was, therefore, anxious that the House affirm the 
statement that it was the opinion of the House that jurors should be 
paid. The House might then rise and report progress, and, having 
admitted the principle, the bill could then be printed, and sent to the 
District Councils.9° 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MERRITT thought the resolution ought to prescribe 
the way in which jurors should be paid. 76 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN thought that if the resolution declared that the 
payment should be from local sources, it would cover the difficulty.97 


MR. H. BOULTON suggested that it should be worded in this manner: 
"Provided funds can be provided out of local sources, with the consent 
of the Municipal Councils. (Cries of question.) 98 


The motion was then amended, so as to affirm the principle of paying 
petty jurors from local sources, but leaving the provisions of the re- 
quired funds for future consideration. ?9 


MR. BADGLEY much regretted that the character of the measure was not 
of a more universal nature; that it did not include both sections of the 
Province.100 ((He)) moved an amendment to strike out the word "Upper," 
so as to make the word applicable to both sections of the Province. 


MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE had no objection to this motion if it was 
only to affirm the principle of the payment of petty jurors, but he 
would like to ask the hon. member for Missisquoi by what mode the 
money to provide for this payment of Jurors was to be raised?102 


MR. BADGLEY merely desired to affirm the principle in Lower as well 
as in Upper Canada. As to the mode of doing it that was a subject for 
future legislation.1 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS said, that if this amendment was carried it 
would greatly embarrass the hon. member for London, who had a bill pre- 
pared for Upper Canada, which would not be applicable to Lower Canada. 
The sole object of this measure was not to compel Municipal Councils 
to pay Jurors, but to leave it optional with them to do it. This amend- 
ment would affirm a principle, but it could lead to no truth, 104 


COL. GUGY thought that as far as the motion went, it was merely con- 
firming the principle that Jurors should be paid. He believed, however, 
that the carrying of the system out would be involved in some difficulty, 105 
Those who wished the two sections placed on the same footing were certain- 
ly in some difficulty. It was a common fashion to make fish of one and 
flesh of the other; to do all for one, and nothing for the other, 106 


405 


If it were possible to legislate for both Upper and Lower Canada, and 
thus make the thing co-extensive, the bill might be simplified, to meet 
the views of the people of both sections of the Province. They were 
both subjects of the same country, and really there should be no 
difference in their laws, or if there were a difficulty in making the 
bill meet the opinions of the Lower Canada members, perhaps if his hon. 
friend the member for London could be induced to lay the bill before 

his hon. friend the member for Missisquoi the difficulty might be got 
over. They, the Ministers, undoubtedly had the confidence of the 
country. It had been said the country was every way embarrassed. What! 
the Ministers embarrassed with all the resources at their command, their 
banks, their famous paper system! He ‘hoes on with two or three similar 
sarcastic allusions to the Ministry--10 


MR. WILSON would object to the amendment of the hon. member for 
Missisquoi, as it went to swamp the principle of the bill as regarded 
Upper Canada, seeing it was likely to be opposed by the hon. members from 
that part of the Province. If the hon. member for Missisquoi wished to 
defeat the bill, to attach his amendment to it would have that effect. 


MR. W. SCOTT (Two Mountains) did not think the House should legislate 
on this subject for both portions of the Province. He for one had been 
taken by surprise by the amendment moved by the hon. member for Missisquoi 
consequently he could not vote for it. If he would give notice of such 
a motion he would be peeves to give his opinion on the subject, but 
at present he could not. 


MR. BADGLEY ... did not see why some measure of a common object for 
Upper and Lower Canada, to meet the views of all parties, should not be 
introduced, ll as they were inhabitants of the same Province, he thought 
there ought to be no great difficulty in legislating on this subject. 

As a bill relating to the Judicatory of the country was to come before 
the House, 112 which bs presumed would probably decide what was right 
in this particular.++ He thought if the principle of paying jurors 
was admitted, a clause might be introduced into it, as to how they 
should be paid. If this amendment tended to endanger the motion of 
the hon. member for London he would withdraw it/14 and bring forward 

a resolution at another time. 


MR. J. SCOTT (Bytown) moved in amendment that all the words after 
"these sources" be struck out, and the words "in a manner to be provided 
for by the Municipal Act" appended. 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD ... was amused and astonished at the hon. member 
for Bytown going so far as to pledge himself, in advance, that he would 
support the measures, provided only that they merely emanated from the 
present Ministry. This was certainly a very pretty principle for them 
to go upon.--(Hear, hear.)117 


MR. J. SCOTT (Bytown) had proposed this amendment because he did not 
approve of the Ministry shirking this measure, the responsibility of 
which ought to be on their shoulders. He would press it. 


The amendment was rejected, 119 
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The original resolution ((was)) carried!29, 


(56) 
and after some time spent theretn, 


(57) 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; 
And Mr, Watts reported, That the Committee had come to a Resolution. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved to-morrow. 


Crter and Ttp- The Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin, 
staff of the Dts- one of Her Majesty's Executive Counctl, presented, 


trict of Montreal. pursuant to an Address to Hts Excellency the Go- 
vernor General,--Return to an Address of the Legts- 
lative Assembly to Hts Excellency the Governor General, dated 23rd January, 
1849, praying that he would cause to be laid before the House, a Statement, 
tn detatl, of the tncome dertved tn virtue of thetr offices, by the 
Crter and Ttpstaff, respectively, of the Court of Queen's Bench for the 
District of Montreal, for the last five years, distitngutshtng the several 
sources of such tnecome. 


Appendix (0.) For the satd Return, see Appendix (0.) 
Navigation The Honorable Mr. Hineks, one of Her Majesty's 
Laws. Executive Counctl, reported that he had, according 


to Order, watted upon Hts Excellency the Governor 
General, on the part of thts House, wtth the Joint Addresses of both 
Houses on the subject of the Navtgatton Laws; and that Hts Excellency 
had been pleased to say, that he would transmit the Address to Her 
Majesty to the Secretary of State for the Colontes, that the same may 
be latd at the foot of the Throne. 


Limitation of The Order of the day for the second reading of 
Acttons Bill. the Bill to alter the Law relating to the limitatton 


of Acttons tn thts Provinee, betng read; 
The Btll was accordingly read a second time; and committed to a 
Committee of the whole House, for Monday next. 


Laws of The Order of the day for the second reading of 
Patente Bttl, the Btll to consoltdate and amend the Laws of 


Patents for Inventtons in thts Provinee, being read; 


Ordered, That the Btll be read a second time, on Monday next. 


Law of Evi- The Order of the day for the second reading of 
dence Bill. the Btll to tmprove the Law of Evidence, and to 


abolish unnecessary Oaths, betng read; 


Ordered, That the Btll be read a second ttme, on Tuesday, the thirteenth 
day of February next. 


Ltbel Law The Order of the day for the second reading of 
Bill. the Btll to amend the Law respecting Ltbel, betng 
read; 


Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time, on Frtday, the stxteenth 
day of February next. 
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Warehouse- The Order of the day for the second reading of 
men's Pun- the Bill for the puntshment of Warehousemen and 
tshment Bill. others giving false recetpts for Merchandize, and 


of persons recetving advances upon Goods, and after- 
wards fraudulently disposing of the same, betng read; 


Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time, on Thursday, the eighth 
day of February next. 


Townships The Order of the day for the second reading 
Erectton Bill. of the Bill to confirm the Ereetton of certatn 


Townships, and for other purposes relative to the 
Erection of Townshtps, betng read; 


Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time, on Friday next. 


Eleetton Bill. The Order of the day for the second reading of 

the Bill to repeal certain Acts therein menttoned, 
and to amend, consoltdate and reduce tnto one Act the several statutory 
provistons now tn force for the regulation of Elections of Members to 
represent the People of thts Province tn the Legtslative Assembly thereof, 
betng read; 


Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time, on Frtday next. 


Offenders! The Order of the day for the second reading of 
Treaty Bill. the Bilt for better gtving effect, wtthin thts 


Province, to a Treaty between Her Majesty and the 
United States of Amertea, for the apprehenston and surrender of certain 
Offenders, betng read; 


Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time, on Friday next. 


Real Property The Order of the day for the second reading of 
Conveyances the Btll for removing doubts as to the legal effect 
BULL. of the Act of the Legtstature of Lower Canada, 


passed in the ntnth year of the Retgn of Hts late 
Majesty King George the Fourth, and tntittuled, "An Act for rendering 
valtd Conveyances of Lands and other tmmoveable property held in free 
common soecage wtthin the Provtnee of Lower Canada, and for other 
purposes wherein menttoned," and for the greater untformity of the Law 
relative to Real Property tn Lower Canada, being read; 





Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time, on Friday next. 


Road and The Order of the day for the second reading of 
Bridge Com- the Bill to authorize the formatton of tncorporated 
pantes (U. C.) Road and Bridge Companies tn Upper Canada, being 
Bil. read; 


Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time, on Frtday, the ninth day of 
February next. 


Bull respecting The Order of the day for the second reading of 
Aprons _to Mill the Btll to repeal the several Laws now in force 
Dams. in Upper Canada, regulating the construction of 


to Mtll Dams, and to make provtstons for better 
defining the mode of constructing the same, betng read; 
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The Btll was accordingly read a second time; and committed to a 
Commtttee of the whole House, for Thursday, the etghth day of February 
next. 


BULL towabotten The Order of the day for the second readtng 
imprisonment of the Btll to aboltsh Imprtsonment for Debt and 
for Debt. to puntsh fraudulent debtors, betng read; 


Ordered, That the Btll be read a second time, on Thursday, the etghth 
day of February next. 


Bill to relteve The Order of the day for the second reading 
certain persons of the Btll to relteve from Arrest for Debt in 
from Arrest for Lower Canada, persons restding tn Upper Canada, 
Debt. betng read; 


Ordered, That the Btll be read a second time, on Thursday, the etghth 


day of February next. 


Pilots! Appren- The Order of the day for the second reading of 
Eves Ball, the Btll to compel Ptlots' Apprentices to qualtfy 


themselves to ptlot vessels by the north channel 
of the River St. Lawrence, below the Island of Orleans, and to oblige 
the Trtntty House of Quebee to lay down buoys to mark the shoals in the 
satd channel, and to faetlttate the traverse from the south to the north, 
from Isle aux Reaux to_Cap Tourment, being read; 
The Bill was accordingly read a second ttme; and committed to a 
Committee of the whole House, for Monday next. 


Longueutl_ and The Order of the day for the House tn Committee, 
Chambly Turnpike to constder the expediency of amending the Ordt- 
Road. nance 4 Vie. c. 16, in so far as tt relates to the 


manner of levying Tolls on the Longueutl and Chambly 
Turnptke Road, betng read; 
The House accordingly resolved ttself tnto the satd Commtttee. 
Mr, Seymour took the Chatr of the Committee; and after some time 
spent therein, 
Mr, Speaker resumed the Chair; 


(58) 
And Mr. Seymour reported, That the Committee had come to a Resolutton. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved to-morrow. 


Producttons of The Order of the day for the House in Committee, 

the United States. to enqutre tnto the expedtency of provtding for the 
free admtsston of certatn Articles of the growth 

or productton of the Untted States into Canada, upon the ltke Arttcles 

the production of Canada being admitted tnto the markets of the Untted 

States on the same terms, being read; 


Ordered, That the satd Order of the day be postponed unttl Friday next. 


Then, on motton of Mr. Smtth, of Frontenac, seconded by Mr. Watts, 
The House adjourned. 


APPENDIX: 31 JANUARY 1849. 


((NOTICE OF QUESTION RE: BRIDGING LAKE cHaMPLarIn.)) 222 


MR. HOLMES gave notice that he would, on Friday next, inquire of 
Ministers if they have taken any steps to prevent the bridging of Lake 
Champlain by the Ogdensburgh Railway Company, thereby violating the 
existing treaties which guarantee to British subjects, and to the 
citizens of the United States the uninterrupted navigation of the Lake. 
This inquiry is to be made with a view to the introduction of a bill 
to connect the waters of the St. Lawrence with Lake Champlain.122 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: NUMBER OF CLERKS EMPLOYED IN HOUSE 
OF ASSEMBLY.) )123 


MR. CHRISTIE ((asked)) a question.124 


MR. MORIN, the SPEAKER stated that a number of extra clerks had been 
employed since the beginning of the Session, in the offices of the House, 
owing to the great increase of business, and that he believed it would 
be found necessary to employ a great number more. 


((COMMENT BY BILLA FLINT.))126 
MR. FLINT, whom we have already noticed as the author of several 


dry sayings, rather surprised hon. members by stating that he was in the 
habit of waddling, with an empty belly, up to his neck in the water 127 


This ingenious confession was received with appropriate sympathy 
by the House.128 
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FOOTNOTES: 31 JANUARY 1849. 


1. The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 2 February 1849, 

BRITISH WHIG, 6 February 1849, which acknowledged MONTREAL HERALD as 

its source, GLOBE, 10 February 1849, BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 8 February 

1849, and PACKET, 10 February 1849, in identical accounts. The 

GLOBE is reproduced instead of the PILOT which is difficult to read. 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

3. The debate on this motion is reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 Feb- 
ruary 1849; PILOT, 2 February 1849, BRITISH WHIG, 6 February 1849, 
which acknowledged MONTREAL HERALD as its source, BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 
8 February 1849, and GLOBE, 10 February 1849, which left out some 
speakers, in identical accounts. LA MINERVE, 1 February 1849, noted 
the debate. Commentaries may be found in: PILOT, 2 February 1849, 
copied by PACKET, 17 February 1849, commenting on the new hours of 
the Legislative Assembly. The GLOBE, 10 February 1849, will be used 
instead of the less legible PILOT whenever selections are taken from 
their identical accounts. 


ie) 


4. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

5. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 February 1849. 
6. “LBiD. 

Ho  SUssIED). 

oe Loe: 

oi 


The debate on this motion was reported by: LA MINERVE, 1 February 
1849; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 February 1849, and HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 

10 February 1849, in identical accounts; PILOT, 2 February 1849, 
BATHURST COURIER, 9 February 1849, PACKET, 10 February 1849, 
BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 8 February 1849, and GLOBE, 10 February 1849, 
in identical accounts, except that BATHURST COURIER reported fewer 
speakers. The PACKET is illegible in parts. The MORNING CHRONICLE, 
7 February 1849, and LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 6 February 1849, summarized 
the debate. The HAMILTON SPECTATOR is used rather than the MONTREAL 
GAZETTE, and the GLOBE, instead of the PILOT, as the MONTREAL GAZETTE 
and PILOT are quite difficult to read. Throughout this debate the 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR wrongly identified the speaker as coming from 
Cornwall rather than Glengarry. 

10. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 

11. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

IZ ABI 

ye es nee) 

14. IBED. 

15. IBRD; 

16. IBID, 

LZ se ED 

18. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 

19. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

20. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 

21. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

22. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 

23. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

24. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 

22D LDe 
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26. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

27. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 
226 BID. 

29. GLOBE, 10 February 1849, described these as "outer" districts, 
30. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 
31, GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

32. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 
33. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

34. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 
Sas EEED, 

36. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

37. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849, 
38. GLOBE, 10 February 1849, 

39, HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 
40. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

41. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 
42. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

43. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 
44, GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

45. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 
46, GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

47. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 
48, GLOBE, 10 February 1849, 

49. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849, 
50. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

51. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 
52. GLOBE, 10 February 1849, 

53. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849, 
54. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

55. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 
56. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

Sit Labs 

58. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 
59. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

60. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 
61. GLOBE, 10 February 1849, 

62. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 
63. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

64. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849, 
65. GLOBE, 10 February 1849, 

66, HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 
67. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

68. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849, 
69. IBID. 

70. GLOBE, 10 February 1849, 

71. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 
72. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

73. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 
74, IBID. 

75. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

76. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 


77. 
78. 
79.6 
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82% 
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GLOBE, 10 February 1849, 

IOBIND)e. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849.. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 
IBID. 

IBID. 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 
IBID. 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849, 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 
IBID. 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

IBID. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849, 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849, 

IBID, 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849, 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

IBID. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849, 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849, 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 
as MacDonald of Cornwall. 
him as MacDonald of Glengarry. 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

IBID. 

IBID. 


The debate on this notice was reported by: 
BRITISH WHIG, 2 February 1849, and 6 February 1849, which acknowledged 


1849. 


1849, 


1849. 


1849, 


1849. 


1849, 


1849. 


1849, 


1849, 


1849, 
1849, 
1849. 


1849, 


The GLOBE, 


which wrongly identified him 
10 February 1849, identified 


PILOT, 2 February 1849, 


its source as MONTREAL HERALD, BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 8 February 1849, 
BATHURST COURIER, 9 February 1849, and GLOBE, 3 February 1849, in 


identical accounts. 
PILOT, 2 February 1849. 
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123. The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 2 February 1849, 
BRITISH WHIG, 6 February 1849, which acknowledged MONTREAL HERALD 
as its source, BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 8 February 1849, and BATHURST 
COURIER, 9 February 1849, in identical accounts. 

124. PILOT, 2 February 1849. 

1250 LEED. 

126. The context of the following is unknown. 

127. MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 February 1849. 

128, IBID. 


(58) 


Bank State- 
ments. 


THURSDAY, 1 FEBRUARY 1849. 


MR. Speaker latd before the House, Statements 
of the Affairs of the Bank of Montreal; Commercial 
Bank of the Mtdland Distrtet; and La Banque de Peuple, 


recetved tn conformity to an Order of thts House of the twenty-fifth ultimo. 


Appendtx (P.) 


Agricultural 
Socetettes. 


Appendix (Q.) 
Champlain and 


St. Lawrence 
Rattroad. 


Appendtz (R.) 


Montreal and 
Lachine Rattroad. 





Appendtx (S.) 


Sherbrooke 
Cotton Factory. 


Appendtx (T.) 


Montreal Mechantes 


Institute. 


Appendix (U.) 


Canada Baptist 
Mtsstonary 
Soctety. 
Appendtx (V.) 
Pettttons 


brought _up. 


For the satd Statements, see Appendix (P.) 


Also, Reports of Agricultural Soetettes in Upper 
Canada and Lower Canada, pursuant to Acts 8 Vic. 
c. 53 and 54, 


For the satd Reports, see Appendix (Q.) 


Also, Statement of the Affatrs of the Champlain 
and St. Lawrence Ratlroad Company, as required by 
thesAct 2 Will. 4, ec. 58. 


For the satd Statement, see Appendix (R.) 


Also, Statement of the Affatrs of the Montreal 
Lachtne Ratlroad, as requtred by the Act 9 Vite. ec. 82. 


For the satd Statement, see Appendix (S.) 


Also, Statement of the Affairs of the Sherbrooke 
Cotton Factory, as required by the Act 8 Vie. ce 91. 


For the satd Statement, see Appendtx (T.) 


Also, Statement of the moveable property of the 
Mechanites' Instttute of Montreal, as requtred by the 
Act 8 Vie. e. 98. 


For the satd Statement, see Appendtx (U.) 


And also, Statement of the tmmoveable property 
of Canada Bapttst Misstonary Society, as required 
by the Act 8 Vie. @. 102. 


For the satd Statement, see Appendix (V.) 


The following Pettttons were severally brought 
up, and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr, Matlloch,--The Petttion of Abraham Pratt and others, of the Town- 
ship of Marlborough, District of Dalhouste. 

By Mr. Macdonald, of Glengarry,--The Petition of the Very Reverend 
John Maedonald, Vicar-General of the Dtocese of Kingston, and others, the 
Clergy, Magtstrates, and others, of the Eastern District. 

By the Honorable Mr. Badgley,--The Petition of the Board of the Royal 
Instttutton for the advancement of Learning, tn thetr capactty of Vtsttors 
of the Universtty of MeGtll College, and of the Governors of the said 
Untverstty; and the Petittton of the Honorable J. R. Rolland, Chief Justice 
of the District of Montreal, and others, of the City of Montreal. 

By the Honorable Mr, Htneks,--The Petitton of Andrew Smith and others, 
of the District of Brock. 
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By the Honorable Mr. Laterrtére,--The Petttion of Antotne Talbot, of the 
Partsh of Berthter, County of Bellechasse. 

By Mr. Brooks,--The Petition of W. H. Fowler, Esqutre, and others, of 
Durham and other Tounshtps in the County of Drwnmond, and of Melbourne and 
other Townshtps tn the County of Sherbrooke; and the Petitton of C. P. Reid 
and others, of the Township of Compton. 

By Mr. Beaubten,--The Petition of the Reverend C. LaRocque and others, 
of St. Jean Dorchester, County of Chambly; and the Petttton of the Reverend 
Jd. C. Léonard, of the City of Montreal. 

By Mr. Méthot,--The Petition of P. M. Partridge and others, Accountants, 
Clerks, and Warehousemen of the City of Quebec. 

By Mr. Notman,--The Petttton of Henry Bechtel and others, of Dwnfrtes 
and other Townshtps, tn the Districts of Gore, Wellington, and Brock; and 
the Petition of A. Buchanan and others, of Dumfries and other Townships, 
of the Districts of Gore and Welltngton. 

By Mr. Davtgnon,--The Petttton of James Motz, Esquire, of the City of 
Quebec, Advocate. 

By Mr. Bell,--The Petttton of John M. Ross and others, of the Township 
of Bromley and the surrounding country. 

By the Honorable Mr. Macdonald,--The Petttton of the Bank of Upper 
Canada, of the Prestdent, Directors and Company of the Commerical Bank, 
and of the Gore Bank. 

By Mr. Fourquin,--The Petition of Pterre Cartter and others, of the_St. 
Frangots du Lae St. Pterre. 





Pettttons read. Pursuant to the Orders of the day, the followtng 
Petttions were read:-- 

Of the Mayor and Counetllors of the Town of Brantford; praying for 
certain amendments to the Act tneorporating the satd Town. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Ottawa; praying that the 
Act 8 Vite. c. 14, may be so amended as to render tt necessary for the 
Governor to tssue Commtsstons of Asstze and Ntst Prtus, Oyer and Termtner, 
and General Gaol Deltvery, twice in each year, and to fix the days of 
opentng and holding the satd Courts. 

Of J. Brazeau and others, of Ste. Martine; praying tndemntficatton for 
losses sustatned by them during the Troubles of 1837 and 1838. 

Of John Molson, Esqutre, Chatrman on behalf of the Company of Proprtetors 
of the Camplain and St. Lawrence Railroad; praying for a more equitable 
system of dues for Wharfage patd to the Harbour Commtsstoners. 

Of the Reverend J. B. Grenter and divers tnhabttants of the Village of 
St. Arséne de Kakouna; praying for a reductton tn the price of Land in the 
Tounshtp of Viger, and for delay in the payment thereof,--and for atd to 
improve the Roads therein. 

Of B. Dionne, Esqutre, and others, of the Partshes of St. George de 
Kakouna, and St. Arséne de Kakouna, County of Rimouskt; praying that the 
Partsh of St. Arséne de Kakouna may be erected into a dtstinet Muntetpaltty 
for the purposes of educatton. 

Of the Mayor and Counetllors of the Mmtetpality of Rtmouskt; praying 
for the more general dtstrtbutton of the Provinctal Statutes. 

Of Alexts Gagné, of the Partsh of St. Louts de Kamouraska; praying 
for the payment of the amount of hts account as Returning Offtcer at the 
electton of Partsh Offteers for the satd Partsh in the year 1841. 
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Of the Mayor and Counetllors of the County of Rimouskt; praying for 
a dtvtston of the satd County for all purposes whatsoever, and that the 


(59) 
whole of the partsh of Riviere du Loup may be tneluded theretn. 

Of Messrs, LeMesurter, Tilstoneé, and Company, and others interested 
tn the Timber Trade; complaining of the impediments to the Timber Trade 
by the constructton of two Toll-Bridges at the Sault au Recollet, over 
the River des Prairtes, and praying relief. 

Of John Foran, and others engaged tn the Timber Trade on the River 
Ottawa and tts trtbutartes; praying that parttes having ltcence to cut 
Timber on the waste Lands of the Crown may be protected by law from 
trespassers. 

Of George P. de Boucherville, of Montreal, Esquire; praying the House 
to allow him to exhtbtt to them a Machine tnvented by him for the productton 
of a self-renewing mottve force, and for atd towards carrying the satd 
tnventton tnto practice, tf found worthy of such atd. 

Of Baxter Bowman, Esqutre, and others interested tn the Timber Trade; 
complaining of the tmpediments to the Timber Trade, by the constructton of 
two Toll Bridges over the River des Prairtes.at the Sault au Recollet, 
and praying reltef. 

Of the Reverend L. A. Bourret and divers tnhabttants of the County of 
Kamouraska; praying that the prayer of the Petttton for establishing the 
County Town in the Parish of Rivtére du Loup be not granted. 

Of John Burwell, of Port Burwell, in the District of London, Esquire; 
praytng that Port Burwell be not placed under the control of a Company, 
but that tt be continued as a publte work, and provided for as such. 

Of the Reverend Aeneas M'Donald and others, the Catholte Clergy and 
Latty of the Parish of Cornwall; praying that such provtston be made for 
the College of Regtopolts as may place tt upon a secure and permanent 
basts. 

Of Charles Curtts Farran, of the Townshtp of Osnabruck, County of 
Stormont; praying for the appotntment of a Commtttee to tnqutre tnto his 
elatms for damages sustatned by the construction of the St. Lawrence Canal, -- 
and that he may recetve compensatton for the satd damages. 

Of Robert Hamilton, and others, of the Dtstrict of Niagara; praying to 
be tneorporated as the Queenston Suspenston Bridge Company. 

Of F. X. Thompson; praying for the amendment of the Act for the inspection 
and measurement of Lumber. 

Of Mrs. Loutse 0. Beauzet, widow of the late Z. Grenter, and wtfe of 
Jo H. Martin, of the Partsh of St. Rémt, District of Montreal; praying 
tndemtfticatton for losses sustatned during the Troubles of 1837 and 1838, 

Of Mrs. M. A. F. Viger and other Ladtes, the Dtrectresses and Officers 
of the Montreal Catholte Orphan Asylum; praying atd tn support of the satd 
Asylum. 

Of John Jacques and others, of the City of Toronto and of the Home 
District; praytng for an Act of tneorporatton for the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows, Manchester Unity. 














Royal Assent A Message from Hts Excellency the Governor 
tO°a Bell General, by Frederick Starr Jarvis, Esqutre, 


Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod:-- 
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Mr. Speaker, 

Hts Excellency the Governor General destres the tmmedtate attendance 
of this Honorable House tn the Legislative Counetl Chamber. 

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, with the House, went to the Counetl Chamber. 

And betng returned; 

Mr, Speaker reported, That agreeable to the commands of Hts Eucellency 
the Governor General, the House had attended upon Hts Excellency tn the 
Legislative Counetl Chamber, where Hts Excellency was pleased to gtve, in 
Her Majesty's Name, the Royal Assent to the following Public Btll:-- 


Act of Grace. An Act for the Queen's most gractous, general, 
and free Pardon. 





Pettttons of Resolved, That the Petttion of John Jones and others, 
J. Jones and of the Township of Walpole, be referred to a 
others; Select Commtttee composed of Mr. Thompson, the 


Honorable Mr, Boulton, Mr. Morrison, Mr. M'Farland, 
and Mr, Wetenhall, to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon 
with all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, papers and records, 


Of G, Thomson Resolved, That the Petttion of George Thomson _and 
and others, and others, of West Flamborough and other 
referred. Tounshtps, tn the District of Gore, be referred 


to a Select Committee composed of Mr. Wetenhall 
Mr. Thompson, Mr. Smith, of Wentworth, Mr. Notman, and Mr, Malloch, to 
xcamtine the contents thereof, and to report thereon wtth all conventent 
speed; wtth power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Boundartes of Mr, Thompson, from the Select Committee to whtch 
Dunn and was referred the Entry tn the Journal of thts House, 
other Townships. of 15th Mareh, 1848, relating to the Petitton of the 


Petttton of the Muntetpal Counetl of the Dtstrtct of 
Niagara, representing the destre for the confirmation of certain usages, 
and for certain alterations in the Boundartes of the Townshtps of Dunn, 
Canborough, Moulton, and Sherbrooke, presented to the House the Report 
of the satd Committee; whtch was read, as followeth:-- 

Your Committee beg leave to report that they have examined the Entry 
tn the Journal of last Sesston referred to them, and find that there are 
several tracts or portions of land lying adjacent to the Townshtps of 
Canborough and Moulton which, though usually constdered to belong to those 
Tounshtps, have never been untted to them by any competent authority; and 
as Your Committee think it destrable that the matter should no longer 
remain unsettled, they would recommend that these tracts of land should 
severally be declared to form part of the Townshtps to whtch they are 
contiguous, according to the followtng arrangement:-- 

That the tract of land adjoining the north-easterly stde of the Grand 
River, known as the Dockstader tract, and that portion of the tract known 
as the Indtan Reservation, lying west of the continuation of the Grand 
River of the allowances for Road between the Townshtps of Canborough and 
Moulton, shall be declared to belong to and be ineluded in the Township 
of Canborough. 

That the remainder of the satd Indian Reservation lying dtrectly east 
of the Road allowance above mentioned, be annexed to the Townshtp of Moulton. 
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Interest o Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Sherwood have leave 
Money Bill. to bring tn a Btll to anend the Laws concerning 


the Interest of Money. 
He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second 
time, on Tuesday, the twentteth tnstant. 


Cayuga Town- Ordered, That Mr. Thompson have leave to bring tin a 
shtp Dtvtston BULL to divide the Townshtp of Cayuga, in the 
BULt. District of Ntagara, tnto two Townshtps. 


He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the ftrst ttme; and ordered to be read a second 
time, on Thursday next. 


(60) 
River du Ordered, That Mr, Scott, of Two Mountains, have leave 
Chene Im- to bring in a BILL to provide for the tmprovement 
provement Bill, of the River du Chéne, tn the County of Two 
Mountains. 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Thursday next. 


Trtal of Im- Ordered, That Mr. Christte have leave to bring tn 
peachments Btll. a Bill to establish a Trtbunal for the Trtal of 


Impeachments by the Legtslattve Assembly of the 
Provinee. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a second 
time on Thursday, the fifteenth tnstant. 


On motton of Mr. Smith, of Durham, seconded by Mr. Richards, 


Weights and Resolved, That thts House do now resolve ttself tnto 
Measures. a Committee, to take tnto constderatton the 


proprtety of amending the several Laws in force 
tn Upper Canada wtth regard to the tnspectton of Wetghts and Measures. 
The House accordingly resolved ttself into the satd Commtttee. 
Mr, Chabot took the Chatr of the Committee ;+ 


MR. J. SMITH, of Durham, alluded to the Act 4 Geo. 4th, the first 
clause of which provided for the Inspection of weights and measures, 
appointing officers for that purpose; and the 2nd enacting a fee of 4d. 
for each stamp. This act had been amended by 5 Vict., chap. 16, the 
evil of which latter statute although providing, as before mentioned, did 
not compel those inspectors to visit the various parts of their districts, 
but remained at home for the purpose of estimating said stamps and measures. 
He complained that the duties of these officers as laid down in the 2nd. 
statute above mentioned, were not sufficiently clearly defined and 
extensive. They ought to pay such visits at least once a-year. Another 
deficiency af the Act was the want of a penalty for the infringement of 
its regulations. He was in favour of the delegating this duty to the 
officers appointed under the Imperial Act; the Law of Licenses, 4 Wn. 

4 ch., who, by thus acting in two capacities at the same time, would 
save considerable expense to their districts.2 
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MR. G. SHERWOOD (Brockville), considered the present rate of fees to 
the Inspectors quite insufficient; if any alteration was intended, let 
the officers be properly paid.3 


(60) 
and after some time spent theretn, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; 
And Mr, Chabot reported, That the Committee had come to several 
Resoluttons. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved to-morrow. 


Third Report The Honorable Mr. Boulton, from the Standing 

of Committee Committee on Standing Orders, presented to the House 
on Standing the Third Report of the satd Committee; whtch was 
Orders. read, as followeth:-- 


Your Committee have examined the Petttton of M. A. Primeau and_A. A. 
Trottter for authority to erect a Toll Brtdge over the River Chateauquay, 
also, the Petition of L. G. Brown and others, in favor, and of the Reverend 
E. H, Blyth and others, agatnst the applicatton; and they find that the 
notices were first published by the Pettttoners on the 2d December, and 
the Petttton was presented on the 22d January last, being less than two 
months, (as requtred by the 66th Rule,) and consequently tnsuffictent. 

With reference to the Petition of the Prestdent, Directors, and Company 
of the Gore Bank, for a reductton of the value of each of thetr shares, 
and an tncrease of thetr Capttal, Your Commtttee are of of optnton that 
the 66th Rule does not apply to the bringing in, altering, or renewtng 
of any Private Bill merely granting to tndivtduals a corporate character 
for Banking or other such ltke purposes affecting the public at large 
rather than parttcular persons or localittes, and therefore that thts 
Petttton does not come wtthtn the Rule, and need not have been referred. 

Your Commtttee are also A optnton, that the Petittons of Benjamin 
Outmet and others; T. M. Daly and others; of James Porter and others, -- 
and the vartous other Petitions relating to a divtston of the County 
of Kent; of _Louts Legendre and others; and of G. O'Ktll Stuart and 
others, are not of such a nature as to requtre notice. 


Gore Bank Ordered, That Mr. Thompson have Leave to bring tn 
BULL. a Btll to anend the Act to incorporate the Gore 





Bank, and to tnerease the Capttal Stock of the 
satd Bank, 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Monday next. 


On motion of Mr. Taché, seconded by Mr. Chauveau, 


Duttes upon Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
certain Imports. Hts Excellency the Governor General, praying 


him to be pleased to lay before this House, the 
Returns of Duttes levted upon Articles tmported from the United States, 
whteh may be affected by the passing of an Act for establtshing a system 
of reetprocal free exchange with the satd_United States. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excelleney the Governor 


General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the 
Executive Counetl of thts Provtnee. 
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MR. RICHARDS“ in moving for leave to bring in a Bill to dispose of the 
interests of Mortgagory in Upper Canada, stated that the object of his 
measure was to render it unnecessary for the mortgagee to apply to the 
Court of Chancery, in the present mode, but to render the enforcement of 
his foreclosure, subject to the ordinary law of execution.° 


(60) 
Bill relating to Ordered, That Mr. Richards have leave to bring tn 
Mortgagers and a Btll to provide for the Sale under Executtons 
Mortgagees of the interest of Mortgaters and Mortgagees in 
i Pee, real estate tn_Upper Canada, . 


He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Monday, the twelfth tnstant. 


MR. LAURIN®... moved for an address to His Excellency respecting the 
quantity of Lumber shipped from Quebec in 1848, the producers of the same, 
KCl 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS was surprised at the mention, it was, he said, 
impossible to ascertain from official record, the names of the producers 
of such produce he would, however, give such information as the Customs 
Department afforded.8 


(60) 
On motton of Mr. Laurin, seconded by Mr. Lemteux, 
Lumber Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
exported. Hts Excellency the Governor General, praytng 


Hts Excellency to cause to be latd before thts 
House, by the proper Offtcer, a Statement of the quanttty of Lumber shtpped 
for exportatton by sea, during the year 1848, on account of the producers 
and manufacturers of wood of the District of Quebec. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excellency the Governor 
General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the 


Executive Counetl of thts Province. 


M. CHAUVEAU? ,--1,'émigration des canadiens aux Etats-Unis n'a été 
connue, n'a commencé a frapper l'attention du public que depuis peu d'années. 
Jusqu'a présent, cette émigration qui avait regu un grand élan lors des 
troubles politiques de 37 et 38, s'était borné a la population ouviére 
des cités de Québec et de Montréal, C'était un mal bien grand; mais il 
a fait depuis un progrés considérable. Les paroisses du district de 
Québec qui n'avaient pas eu d'émigration sur un pied é6tendu, en ont eu 
une grande depuis quelque temps, elles ont vu quelquefois des familles 
entiéres, des chefs de familles, habitants 4 leur aise, et comparativement 
riches, vendre leurs terres et émigrer vers les états voisins; particuliére- 
ment dans les états de 1'Ohio et du Wisconsin. Cette émigration est 
généralement connue sous le nom d'Emigration Ilinoise. Mais ils ne vont 
pas tous 14. Un grand nombre se dirigent vers les états de 1'Iowa et du 
Mississipi. 

Cette émigration peut se diviser en deux cathégories; 1'émigration 
ouvriére, celle-la en grande partie revient, mais elle ne revient pas 


mieux qu'a son départ; et l'émigration qu'on appelle émigration agricole 
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qui consiste en habitants des campagnes qui vendent leurs terres, ce qui est 
nouveau, car jusqu'ici, elle ne consistait que des enfants des cultivateurs 
qui ne pouvaient pas se procurer de terre. Jusqu'’ici on n'avait pas eu 
d'exemple de cette sorte d'émigration, on n'avait pas vu nos cultivateurs 
vendre leurs terres pour passer 4 1'étranger. 

Je demande donc qu'on s'informe des causes de cette émigration et des 
moyens de la prévenir 4 l'avenir. Une des causes de cette émigration, de 
l'avis de tous, est le manque de récoltes ces années derniéres; et une 
autre cause de cette émigration est la nouvelle, qui s'est répandue comme 
le vent, que dans l'ouest des Etats-Unis on avait un bon climat, un meil- 
leur sol, et des récoltes abondantes, ce que confirmait la grande exportation 
de grain qui y a lieu, ce qu'on a souvent répété dans cette Chambre. C'est 
14 une des principales causes de 1l'émigration canadienne. 

Nombre des habitants qui se sont établis dans cette localité, sont 
venus voir leurs amis, et leur ont fait des rapports si favorables, qu'ils 
les ont engagés 4 quitter le pays. Déja un grand nombre de familles sont 
parties!l from the Counties of Portneuf and L'Islet,1l2 et un plus grand 
nombre encore vendent leurs terres et se disposent a les suivre. D'autres 
causes ont contribués a amener cette émigration. Il y a par exemple le 
manque d'encouragement dans les travaux publics dans le Bas-Canada. Si 
le Bas-Canada avait été favorisé comme le Haut-Canada, il est certain que 
notre population eut trouvé de l'ouvrage et n'émigrerait pas ainsi qu'elle 
le fait. Encore une des causes que 1'on peut donner 4 cette émigration, 
c'est le manque de chemins dans nos nouveaux établissements. Je sais ce 
qu'a fait l'administration pour l'établissement des townships; elle a eu 
a ce sujet des é@loges trés mérités de la part de la presse du pays. Je 
me rappelle cependant que le discours du tr6ne ne contient que de allusions 
aux travaux dans le Haut-Canada et ne dit rien des travaux du Bas-Canada ou 
de la colonisation. En ce qui concerne le district de Québec, j'ai eu 
l'honneur de soumettre 4 l'administration différentes questions. Je crois 
qu'un des meilleurs moyens d'étre utile a ce district, serait d'acquiescer 
aux demandes du gouvernement impérial au sujet du chemin de fer de Québec 
@ Halifax.13 The appropriation of £4,000,000 to that purposel4. Les chemins 
ne pourraient manquer de fournir du travail 4 nos ouvriers, de donner des 
marchés a nos cultivateurs et par 1a les engageraient 4a rester sur leurs 
terres. Le sujet est sous considération. 

La cité de Québec s'attend a ce que le Canada ne restera pas en arriére 
de la Nouvelle-Ecosse et qu'on adoptera les mémes mesures. Les Canadiens 
ne resteront pas en arriére sur un sujet si importun. Un autre sujet que 
j'ai mentionné et sur lequel on m'a donné une réponse négative, ce qui 
m'a bien faché c'est le chemin pour établir une communication entre Québec 
et le Saguenay. 15 According to Mr. Blacklock's report if impracticable in 
one direction, it could be effected in another.+6 I1 est louable de donner 
des terres a bon marché 4 nos habitants, mais il leur faudra des chemins et 
des moyens de communications avec les grands centres de population. Quand 
leurs produits seront nombreux et qu'ils ne pourront pas en vendre de surplus 
chez leurs voisins, il leur faudra aller les vendre a 1'étranger. Des faci- 
lités dans les moyens de communications par la navigation a la vapeur de Quebec 


au Saguenay, seraient un des meilleurs moyens d'étre utile a ces localités. 
On sait avec quelle difficilté nos habitants vont s'établir sur des ter- 


ritories nouveaux. Un chemin propice leur procurerait l'occasion de visi- 
ter leurs familles pendant l'hiver et adoucirait anisi leur sort pénible. 
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Une exploration a été faite par le département des terres pour s'assurer 
de la possibilité d'ouvrir ces communications, I1 a fait 4 cet effet une 
ligne partant de l'embouchure de la riviére Jacques Cartier. Il n'a 
d'abord trouvé jusqu'ad une trés petite distance de Québec qu'un terrain 
primitif, composé en grande partie de roches de différentes espéces. Cela 
était décourageant, et on aurait été porté a abandonner le projet si cela 
eut continué, mais je pense qu'on trouvera un chemin dans une autre 
direction. Je ferai observer ce qui a eu lieu au Saguenay. Les habitants, 
contraitement 4 l'idée d'un arpenteur juré, se sont mis en téte de faire 
un chemin qu'ils croyaient leur @tre utile, et l'ont fait 4 bien meilleur 
marché qu'on le pensait d'abord. Je crois qu'en suivant le cours de la 
riviére M. l'orateur, on trouvera le moyen de faire le chemin que je 
propose de faire pour conduire au Saguenay, et je crois qu'il serait d'au- 
tant plus avantageux de la faire 1a ot je 1'indique et qu'on y trouverait 
des établissements déja existants. Une autre raison qui me ferait croire 
que ce chemin serait praticable, c'est que les rives du Beaupré sont d'un 
terrain calcaire et d'un terrain granitique qui laissent une longueur 
considérable pour faire le chemin. Quelqu'attention donnée 4 ces 
differénts sujets pourrait contribuer 4 empécher 1'émigration dans le 
district de Québec. 

Il y a un autre sujet sur lequel j'ai cru devoir attirer l'attention 
de l'administration; je veux parler de la construction des bassins 4 
Québec pour les vaisseaux. 

Je regrette encore que le trésor public ne permette pas de faire ces 
travaux. J'espére cependant qu'on fera au moins quelque chose pour le 
district de Québec cette année. Ce district a été négligé de tout temps. 
Aprés avoir combattu pour les principes libéraux comme il 1l'a fait et 
avoir résisté aux sollicitations qu'on lui faisait sous 1'administration 
précédente; et aprés avoir entendu dire a plusieurs reprises; joignez- 
mous et vous serez récompensé, il et été entiérement abandonné, J'espére 
donc qu'aprés avoir resisté 4 des sollicitations si pressantes qu'on 
voudra bien se le rappeller. I1 a droit d'espérer qu'aprés avoir combattu 
pour la cause du parti libéral pour les réformes politiques de toutes 
sortes, il ne sera pas trompé; et il le serait grandement s'il n'obtenait 
ni réformes politiques ou réformes matérielles. 

Il sera du devoir du comité que je me propose de faire nommer de 
s'enquérir de toutes questions touchant l'émigration. Je crois que le 
nombre des émigrants a été exagéré, Toujours il est bon que le pays 
sache ce qu'il en est, ainsi que les causes de cette émigration qui 
jette le découragement dans le pays. I1 sera aussi du devoir de ce comité 
de s'informer du sort des personnes qui vont ainsi s'établir aux Etats- 
Unis. Il est fort possible qu'on exagére le bien-étre qu'ils en retirent; 
et si cela est le cas, il est bon que ca soit connu et que ces émigrés 
apprennent qu'ici ils pourront a'assurer un avenir meilleur que celui qu'ils 
sont allé chercher a 1'étranger. 

Il y a un fait particulier sur lequel il serait bon d'avoir des ren- 
seignements, c'est sur le nombre des victimes qui succombent sous l'effet 
des fiévres en certains endroits ot l'on émigre, ainsi, ou (sic) pourrait 
s'informer de 1'étendue de ces maladies. Quand 1'étendue de ces maladies 
sera bien connu, peut-étre auront-elles l'effet de retenir nos habitants 
dans le pays. Je crois qu'il n'y a pas d'oeuvre plus belle que puisse 
entreprendre notre administration que celle ce la colonisation. I1 n'y 
a pas de population qui ait augmenté dans une proportion aussi considérable, 
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aussi rapide que celle du Bas-Canada. Lors de la conquéte nous n’étions 
que 60,000, et aujourd'hui nous sommes prés de 800,000, quoique nous ayons 
eu de grands malheurs, quoique 1'établissement de la Louisiane et notre 
commerce de pelleterie nous aient enlevé beaucoup de bras, 

Lorsqu'une population a pu ainsi se maintenir, malgré les efforts de 
Sa métropole; lorsqu'elle a pu obtenir de sa mére-patrie des concessions 
aussi importantes que celles que nous avons obtenus et se faire une 
position aussi belle que celle que nous occupons avec 1'usage de notre 
langue en parlement; il n'y de plus belle oeuvre pour une administration 
que de venir au secours de cette population qui pourra ainsi devenir 
riche et heureuse,1/ 


COL. PRINCE said ... that the real cause of the desertion was the 
reform and progress that had been going on in that quarter,18 


(60) 
Emtgratton. Resolved, That a Select Commtttee,. composed of Mr. 


Chauveau, the Honorable Mr, Papineau, Mr. Fortter, 
Mr. Lemteux, Mr. Watts, Mr. Taché, Mr. Christte, and Mr. Davignon, be 
appointed to enquire into the causes and importance of the emtgratton whtch 
takes place annually from Lower Canada to the Untted States; the class 
and, tf possible, the nwnber of persons who have emtgrated during the last 
ftve years; the fate of the indtvtduals and families who have emtgrated, 
and the best means to prevent that emtgratton for the future, to report 
thereon with all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, papers, 
and records. 


MR. WILSoN1?, in moving for leave to bring in a bill for remedy on 
Writ of Execution, stated that his object was to extend the right of 
seizure, so as to make it apply to money, Bills of Exchange, as well as 
to any real estate; to any available means, in fact, possessed by the 
party defendant. 29 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD (Glengarry) was in favour of the measure, in as 


much as it would tend to keep many persons clean of Chancery proceedings,“ 


MR. WILSON said he would be in favor of the abolishment of imprisonment 
for debt, except in cases of fraud. He desired to put interrogatories 
in cases of the Sheriff's return of "no goods to seize," to ascertain 
if other means were in existence; and if the result of such inquiries 
were satisfactory, he would not wish to attack the body.22 


(60) 
Writs of Exe- Ordered, That Mr. Wilson have leave to bring tn a 
cutton Bill. Btll to extend the remedy by Writs of Executton. 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second 
time, on Tuesday, the twentieth tnstant. 


On motton of the Honorable Mr. Hineks, seconded by the Honorable Mr. 
Cameron, of Kent, 


q 4 aT ere 7 1 
Speech to Ordered, That the speech of Hts Excellency the 
be constdered. Governor General deltvered to both Houses of 


the Provinetal Legtslature, be taken tnto con- 
stderatton to-morrow. 
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Duttes upon The Honorable Mr. Hineks, one of Her Majesty's 
certain Imports. Executtve Counetl, presented, pursuant. to an Address 


to Hts Executive the Governor General,--Return to 
an Address from the Legislative Assembly to Hts Excellency the Governor 
General, dated 1st February,1849, praying His Excellency to cause to be 
latd before the House, Returns of Duttes levted upon Arttcles tmported 
from the Untted States, whtch may be affected by the passtng of an Act 
for establishing a system of rectprocal free exchange with the satd 


(61) 
Untted States. 
Appendix (W.) For the satd Return, see Appendix (W.) 
Pettitt Jurors. Mr. Watts, from the Committee to consider the 


expedtency of paying Petit Jurors tn Upper Canada, 
reported a Resolutton; whitch was read, as followeth: 


Resolved, That tt ts expedtent that Pettt Jurors attending the several 
Courts of Asstze and Nist Prtus, Oyer and Termtner, General Gaol De- 
livery, and of the several Courts of Quarter Sesstons and District 
Courts tn Upper Canada, should be patd for attending such Courts, 
from local sources, -9 


MR. WILSON moved, seconded by MR. H. SMITH (Frontenac), that the 
House do concur in the recommendation of said report. 


(61) 
The satd Resolutton being read a second time, 


MR. H. SHERWOOD (Toronto) adverted to an inaccuracy in the report, 
The Jurors on Nisi Prius were already paid.25 


MR. WILSON stated the object of the bill to be to pay Jurors so much 
per day and mileage. In criminal cases this to be defrayed out of the 
consolidated revenue, and the expenses in civil suits to be borne by 
local taxation in the various districts. He wished the bill to be read, 
and afterwards he would be happy to listen to any suggestion of the hon. 
Member for Toronto.26 


MR. H. SHERWOOD, was against the local taxation as now proposed, although 
he favoured it as a general principle. In L. C. the various expenses of 
criminal jurisprudence were defrayed, out of the general consolidated 
revenues, why was not the same course adopted in Upper Canada. He alluded 
to what he considered the abominable system in the Upper Provinces, at 
the time of passing the Union Act, when local taxation for the purpose 
was practised. This had been altered, and why was this distinction now 
sought to be made; he would vote for local taxation if both sections 
were placed on the same footing in this respect, but as things now stood, 
he ee move an amendment that the words “local taxation" be struck 
out. 


MR. WILSON said that Jurors were not paid in Canada East. Surely 
Upper Canada, therefore, could not grumble, if it paid its own Jurors, 
even though it were setting the example.28 


MR. H. SHERWOOD knew that perfectly well, he had not said they were, 
he had merely referred to the general system there of paying the expenses 
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of the administration of Justice out of the consolidated revenue in civil 
cases, the Jurors were paid by the parties themselves in criminal cases. 
Mr. Wilson remarked, that the hon. Member for Toronto, had expressed his 
willingness that Upper Canada should herself pay her Jurors. His reason 
for his present proposal was, that he had heard it asserted that though 
Lower Canada followed a particular system, at present yet she did not 
mean to continue to pay out of the general revenue, if so, where was the 
injustice in calling upon Upper Canada to pay out of her own individual 
local means, 


MR. H. BOULTON, by way of recording his opinion, moved to strike out 
the last words of the motion "from local resources,.''30 


(61) 
The Honorable Mr. Boulton moved tn amendment thereunto, seconded by 
the Honorable Mr, Sherwood, That the words "from local sources," be left 
out. 


MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE said, that at the passing of the Union Act, 
he condemned the>+ placing of the charge of criminal justice on the consoli- 
dated fund ... ((as)) an injustice, and was said to be so by Mr. Draper, 32 
the Conservative leader when he proposed it, Several members had con- 
fessed while they voted for the bill that it was an act of injustice which 
they carried only in deference to the wishes and clamors of their 
constituents. It was not less unjust because it was carried in deference 
to a political reason.34 Lower Canada had not been consulted in the passing 
of the Union Act.3> But it was the condition on which the Union Act was 
imposed, that the cost of the administration of Justice should be paid 
in Lower Canada out of the consolidated revenue. Had not Lower Canada 
a very large debt which she never contracted, saddled upon her by the 
Union Act? Why should she lose the equivalent?36 He would not consent 
to the infliction of further injustice.37 He had heard that the court- 
houses and jails in Lower Canada had been built out of the public revenue; 
but none since the Union. The jails of Three Rivers, Sherbrooke and Gaspé, 
had been paid out of the public revenues; but on condition that they should 
be repaid out of the taxes. At this very time a law was in force 
appropriating £30,000 by the Special Council for jails, which could not 
now be relized on account of the provincial finances. When the hon, 
gentlemen on the other side of the House proposed to pay for the admin- 
istration of justice in Canada West, they had not the courage to provide 
for the collection of this money. The House might rely upon it, as soon 
as the finances were in a condition to accomplish it, that this £30,000 
would be appropriated to the purpose for which it was granted. 


MR. J. SCOTT (Bytown) had, since the last meeting, made a calculation 
of the law that would be imposed upon one District alone, that of Dalhousie, 
and found that further expense would be entailed upon it of about £350 
a year; was this to be tolerated. His constituents would not consent to 
this American bunkum system; this expense ought to be caused by petitions, 
by agitation, and to emanate from the Ministry. Were there not local 
taxes enough already in Upper Canada? Were not the farmers often obliged 
to force a sale of their produce to meet them? (0 oh! oh!) and further 
impost of £350 was probably one-half as much again as that now paid. 
Would it be justifiable without petitions, agitation, or ministerial 
responsibility, to lay burdens upon the whole country. He hoped all 
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Upper Canada Members at least would unite and throw out the proposition, 
leaving members themselves to find the wherewithal, instead of further 
oppressing the country. He had been unjustly accused by the hon. Member 
for London of setting the East against the West. No: he did not consider 
himself as the representative of one constituency, but as a Member of the 
General Legislature; his votes and exertions had always been for the 
interests of the great whole. Another point he had to remark. The 
Attorney General East, had raked up that obnoxious topic, that Lower 
Canada had paid the debt of the Upper, a subject which he maintained, 
ought to have been forever buried in oblivion, after Lower Canada had 
been united to the other section and taken her for better or for worse, 
Why was that debt incurred? Was it not for the construction of those 
works beneficial to both, which, by their successful operation, had 
built up the cities of Quebec and Montreal, Did not Upper Canada con- 
sume more than 2-3ds of the imports of Lower Canada? Was Upper Canada 
then in a position to ask Lower Canada to pay the Upper Province's debt, 
in the manner of a pauper? No, she (U. C.) addressed the other section; 
no, She thought herself equal, nay, greatly her superior in energy. 
L. Canada had, by the consumption of U. Canada, enriched herself at her 
expense. Just let them separate, and what effect would this produce on 
the upper section.39 

Order, order, from MR. wiLson. *° 

MR. J. SCOTT ((continued:)) What would Upper Canada then do, she 
would side with the United States, which would give her better treatment 
than she experienced from Lower Canada. She would have recourse to the 
warehousing system of the United States, and pay her duties in her own 
territory. She owed Lower Canada nothing, she had paid her three times 
over. Upper Canada cared not a straw for the dissolution of the Union, 
(much interruption,) she would be much better alone, (continued interruption, ) 
he had been forced into this degression (sic) by the remarks of the Attorney 
General East. During the two Session that he had sat in that House, this 
hateful topic was constantly brought up.41 He hoped this paltry debt of 
£50,000 would no more be thrown in the teeth of members of Upper Canada. 42 


MR. DEWITT deprecated the distinction of Upper and Lower Canada, 
between the sections of what he hoped would always be an United Province43, 
((He)) asked the hon. Member what he meant be saying that the outlay on 
the works in Upper Canada had built Quebec and Montreal, he would remind 
him that these were places of consequence some 40 or 50 years ago, before 
the Union Act was thought of44, so that if Upper Canada had built them 
up, Lower Canada must have built up Bristol, and piverpecs? and Glasgow.-- 
(Cheers.)4> He disliked these insidious distinctions.*® 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS imputed the inconvenience of this discussion 
to the hon. member for Toronto. He had never, though opposed to the 
opinions of the majority in Canada West, hesitated to declare his con- 
currence in the opinions expressed by the hon. member for Montreal. The 
fact was that the Act of Union had been settled by the Imperial Parliament 
on certain conditions, of which this was one. It was, therefore, only 
just that it should have been observed, though he well knew that the 
feeling was so strong in Upper Canada as to make it impossible for any 
candidate to stand against it. It was not altogether fair to say that 
the whole of this debt had been incurred for the Canals, though some of 
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it doubtless had been. Among the items were £66,000 which had been lost 
by the failure of Mr. Wilson; £20,000 expended for the Queen's Road; 
various sums for the East York Road, the West York Road; and £40,000 for 
the Yonge Street Road. It was clear that none of these items could be 
for the benefit of Lower Canada. It was all very well to talk about 
going back to the old system but the truth was that Upper Canada was 
reduced to a perfect state of bankruptcy; so that Lord Sydenham declared 
it would be impossible to go on without the Union.4/7 


Loud cheers from the Lower Canada members, and ironical applause from 
Upper Canadians. 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS ((continued:)) He did not mean to say that 
Upper Canada could not have paid her debts, if she had the means of 
collecting a revenue; but wanting a port of entry, and the people 
being unwilling to submit to direct taxation, she could not extricate 
herself from her difficulties. He confessed that he could not see 
the consistency of the hon. member for Toronto, who was in favour of 
the expenses of administering justice being paid by direct local 
taxation; and yet he declared himself against the payment of a portion 
of these expenses, in that manner. The practical effect of this 
opposition was against jurors being paid at all, as the hon. Attorney 
General West had already explained that they could not be charged on the 
Consolidated Fund.49 


MR. J. SCOTT explained what he had said about the Union depended upon 
the Drawback Bill of the United States, under the operation of which Canada 
West could collect duties.50 


(61) 
And the Questton betng put, That those words be left out; the House 
divided: and the names betng called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


YEAS. 
Messteurs Boulton of NORFOLK, Crysler, Malloch, M'Lean, Prince, 
Robinson, Scott of BYTOWN, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Sherwood of TORONTO, 
and Thompson. --(10.) 


NAYS. 

Messteurs Badgley, Attorney General Baldwin, Beaubien, Bell, Soltettor 
General Blake, Bouthtllter, Brooks, Burritt, Cameron of KENT, Cartier, 
Cayley, Chauveau, Christie, Davignon, DeWitt, Duchesnay, Dumas, Egan, 
Fortter, Fournter, Fourgquin, Gutilet, Hall, Hincks, Holmes, Attorney 
General LaFontatne, Laterrtére, Laurin, Lemteux, Macdonald of GLENGARRY, 
Macdonald of KINGSTON, Marquis, M'Connell, M'Farland, Merritt, Méthot, 
Mongenais, Morrison, Nelson, Notman, Papineau, Polette, Price, Richards, 
Sauvageau, Scott of TWO MOUNTAINS, Seymour, Smith of DURHAM, 

Smith of FRONTENAC, Taché, Viger, Watts, Wetenhall, and Wilson.--(54.) 

So tt passed in the Negative. 

And the Questton being put, That thts House doth agree wtth the Committee 
tn the satd Resolution; the House divided: and the names being called 
for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


YEAS. 
Messteurs Badgley, Attorney General Baldwin, Beaubten, Beli Soltettor 
General Blake, Bouthtllter, Brooks, Burritt, Cameron of KENT, Cartter, 
Cauchon, Cayley, Chauveau, Christte, Davignon, DeWitt, Duchesnay, Dunas, 
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Egan, Fortter, Fournter, Fourquin, Gutllet, Hall, Hineks, Holmes, Attorney 
General LaFontaine, Laterriére, Laurin, Lemteux, Macdonald of GLENGARRY, Mac- 
donald of KINGSTON, Malloch, Marquis, M'Connell, M'Lean, Merritt, Méthot, 
Mongenais, Morrtson, Nelson, Notman, Papineau, Polette, Price, Prince, Richards, 
Sauvageau, Seott of TWO MOUNTAINS, Seymour, Smith of DURHAM, HAM, Smith of FRON- 


TEWAC, Taché, Vic Viger, Watts, and Wtlson.--(56.) 


NAYS. 

Messteurs Boulton of NORFOLK, Crysler, Johnson, M'Farland, Scott of 
BYTOWN, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Sherwood of TORONTO, ~ Thompson, and We Weten- 
hall.--(9.) 

So tt was resolved tn the Affirmative. 








Ordered, That Mr. Wilson have leave to bring in a Btll to ltmit the number of 
Pettt Jurors to be summoned to attend the several Courts tn Upper Canada, 
and to provide for the payment of them. 


He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Thursday, the ee ae tnstant. 


Longueutl and Seymour, from the Commtttee to consider the 
Chambly Turn- ce es oF amending the Ordinance 4 Vic. c. 16, tn 
ptke Road. so far as tt related to the manner of levytng Tolls on 


the Longueutl and Chambly Turnptke Road, reported a 
Resolutton; whtch was read, as followeth: 


Resolved, That tt ts expedtent to amend the Ordinance relattve to the Turn- 
ptke Road between Longueutl and Chambly, and to enact that one-half of 
the Tolls levted tn virtue of the satd Ordinance be patd tn passing, and 
the other half tn repasstng through the Toll Gates placed on the several 
Roads menttoned in the satd Ordinance, and to repeal the twelfth section 
of the aforesatd Ordtnance. 


The satd Resolutton betng read a second time, was agreed to. 


Longueutl and Ordered, That Mr. Davitgnon have leave to bring in a 
Chambly Turn- Btll to amend the Ordtnanee relating to the 
ptke Road Brill. Longueutl and Chambly Turnptke Road. 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Tuesday next. 


Oxford election. The Order of the day for taking tnto further con- 
stderatton the case of John George Vanstttart, Esqutre, 

Returning Officer at the last General Election for the County of Oxford, 

betng read; 


Ordered, That the satd Order of the day be postponed unttl Monday next; and 
be then the ftrst Order of the day. 


Inland Bills of The Order of the day for the second reading of the 
Exchange and Bill to amend the Laws regulating Inland Bills of Ex- 

Promissory Notes change and Promissory Notes, and the protesting there- 
Bites of, betng read; 


Ordered, That the satd Order of the day be postponed unttl to-morrow. 


Then, on motton of the Honorable Mr. Attorney General LaFontaine, second- 
ed by the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin. 
The House adjourned. 


APPENDIX: 1 FEBRUARY 1849, 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: LOWER CANADA'S COUNCIL DEBTS.))>+ 


DR. DAVIGNON inquired whether it was the intention of Ministers to 
introduce any measures for the payment of the debts of the late District 


Councils of Lower Canada. 
By) 


MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE replied that it was not. 
((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: DIVISION COURTS, UPPER CANADA.))?4 


MR. H. SHERWOOD (Toronto) enquired whether it was the intention of 
Ministers to introduce any measures to extend the jurisdiction of the 
Division Courts of Upper Canada??> 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN replied that it was noes 


FOOTNOTES: 1 FEBRUARY 1849. 


1. The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 Feb- 
ruary 1849, and HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849, which acknowledged 
MONTREAL COURIER as its source, in identical accounts. 

2. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 February 1849, 

35 OLB LD. 

4, The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 Feb- 
ruary 1849, and HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849, which acknowledged 
MONTREAL COURIER as its source, in identical accounts, 

5. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 February 1849, 

6. The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 Feb- 
ruary 1849, and HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849, which acknowledged 
MONTREAL COURIER as its source, in identical accounts. 

7. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 February 1849. 

Oe EB EUS 

9, The debate on this matter was reported by: L'AVENIR, 14 February 1849; 
LA MINERVE, 5 February 1849; PILOT, 2 February 1849, BRITISH WHIG, 7 
February 1849, GLOBE, 10 February 1849, BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 8 Feb- 
ruary 1849, PACKET, 10 February 1849, and EXAMINER, 14 February 1849, 
in identical accounts; and MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 February 1849, and 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849, which acknowledged MONTREAL 
COURIER as its source, in identical accounts. Commentaries may be 
found in MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 February 1849, and LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 

6 February 1849, 

10. The PILOT, 2 February 1849, says Illinois, Wisconsin, and Missouri. 

11. L'AVENIR, 14 February 1849, 

12. PILOT, 2 February 1849, 

13. L'AVENIR, 14 February 1849. 

14. PILOT, 2 February 1849. 

15. L'AVENIR, 14 February 1849. 

16. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 February 1849, 

17. L'AVENIR, 14 February 1849. 

18, MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 February 1849, which noted that he spoke "laughingly." 

19. The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 Feb- 
ruary 1849, and HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849,--which acknowledged 
MONTREAL COURIER as its source, in identical accounts. GLOBE, 10 
February 1849, noted the debate. 

20. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 February 1849, 

2iee BLD. 

220  iBiD. 

23. The debate on this matter was reported by: LA MINERVE, 5 February 
1849; PILOT, 2 February 1849, BRITISH WHIG, 7 February 1849, which 
had an abbreviated account of LaFontaine's and Scott's speeches, 
BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 8 February 1849, GLOBE, 10 February 1849, and 
PACKET, 10 February 1849, in identical accounts; and MONTREAL GAZETTE, 
2 February 1849, and HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849, which 
acknowledged MONTREAL COURIER as its source, in identical accounts. 
STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 8 February 1849, noted the debate. Scott's speech 
in PACKET, is identical to that in the MONTREAL GAZETTE. 

24, MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 February 1849. 
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GLOBE, 10 February 1849, 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 February 1849. 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849, 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 February 1849. 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 February 1849, 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 February 1849, 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849, 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 February 1849, 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 February 1849, 

IBID. 

IBID. 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849, 

EBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 February 1849, 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849, 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 2 February 1849, 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849, 

EBD. 

IBID. 

IEBMED) 

The debate on this matter was reported by: LA MINERVE, 5 February 
1849; PILOT, 2 February 1849, BRITISH COLONIST, 6 February 1849, 
BRITISH WHIG, 7 February 1849, HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 7 February 1849, 
which acknowledged the PATRIOT and BRITISH COLONIST as its sources, 
PACKET, 10 February 1849, ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 8 February 1849, 
misdated as 2 February 1849, and GLOBE, 3 February 1849, misdated as 
2 February 1849, in identical accounts. 

PILOT, 2 February 1849. 

EB EDs 

The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 2 February 1849, 
BRITISH COLONIST, 6 February 1849, BRITISH WHIG, 7 February 1849, 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 7 February 1849, which acknowledged the PATRIOT 
and BRITISH COLONIST as its sources, BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 8 February 
1849, and GLOBE, 3 February 1849, misdated as 2 February 1849, in 
identical accounts. 

PILOT, 2 February 1849. 

TBED. 


FRIDAY, 2 FEBRUARY 1849. 


(61) 
Quebec Trintty MR. SPEAKER latd before the House, the Accounts 
House Accounts. of the Trintty House of Quebee for the Year ending 
3lst December, 1848, 
Appendtx (X.) For the satd Accounts, see Appendix (X.) 
Friends! And also, Report of the Trustees of the Frtends 
Seminary. Boarding School at West Lake, Prince Edward Dtstrict, 
for 1848, 
Appendix (Y.) For the satd Report, see Appendix (Y.) 
Pettttons The following Petitions were severally brought 
brought_up. up, and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. DeWitt,--The Petitton of Thomas Cantwell 
and others, of the Parish of St. Jean Chrysostéme, County of Beauharnots; 
and the Petttton of James Duncan and others, of the Setgntory of Beauharnots. 

By Mr, Fortter,--The Petition of B. Maurault and others, of St. Jean 
des Chatllons and other Partshes. 
By Mr, Méthot,--The Petition of Jeffrey Hale, Esqutre, and others, 
the President and Members of the Quebee British and Canadtan School Soctety. 
By Mr. Chabot,--The Petitton of the Mayor and Counctlilors of the 
City of Quebec. 
By Mr, Prtnce,--The Petttion of James Cuthbertson and others, Share- 
holders in the Sault Satnte Marte Mintng Company; and the Petttton of 
W. Lapenottére, of Woodstock, tn the District of Brock. 


(62) 

By Mr. Notman,--The Petitton of Donald M'Leod and others, of South 
Yarmouth. 

By Mr. Holmes,--The Petttton of the Bank of Montreal; and the Petttton 
of the Montreal and Lachine Ratlroad Company (extenston of Charter.) 

By Mr, Seymour,--The Petition of M. Asseltine, Chatrman, and P. S. 
ee on behalf of a meeting of the tnhabttants of Ernestowun, Midland 

~SUCPLCT. 

By the Honorable Mr. Boulton,--The Petition of 0. W. Stevens, of the 
Toun of Simcoe, tattor. 

By the Honorable Mr. Pritce,--The Petttton of Oltver Grace, of the 
Town of Lewiston, tn the State of New York, one of the Untted States of 
of Amertca. 

By the Honorable Mr. Cayley,--The Petition of Charles James Stuart, 
of the City of Quebec, Esqutre. 

By Mr, Wetenhall,--The Petitton of the Provtnetal Agrteultural 
Assoctatton of Canada West (atd;) and the Petttton of the Provtnctal 
Agricultural Assoetatton of Canada West (Canadtan Produce, ) 

By Mr, Thompson,--The Petttton of John Jarron and others, of the County 
of Haldtmand. 


Petition read. Ordered, That the Petttton of John Jarron and others, 
of the County of Haldtmand, be now read; and 
that the Rules of thts House be suspended as regards the same. 
And the satd Petition was read; representing that the Petitioners have 
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reason to belteve that parttes are now ready and anxtous to make a Ratlway 
from the Ntagara River, at the Township of Bertie, to the Detrott River at 

or near Windsor, and praying that the Charter formerly granted to the Niagara 
and Detrott Rivers Ratlway Company be renewed. 


Petitions read. Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following 
Petittons were read:-- 

Of Xavter Meloche and others, of the Partsh of St. Timothée de Beauhar- 
nots; praying tndemntficattion for losses sustatned by them through the 
laborers on the Beaharnots Canal. 

Of the Counetl of the Muntetpality of the second dtvtston of the County 
of Beauharnots; praying for the repeal of the Muntctpal Counetl Act, and 
the establishment of Partsh or Townshtp Munictpaltttes, or for the unton of 
the Townshtps and Partshes. 

Of the Counetl of the Mintetpality of the second divtston of the County 
of Beauharnots; praying atd to construct a Road from the Village of Hunt- 
tngdon to Lake St. Francts. 

Of Thomas Htll, of the Crty of Toronto; praying a penston and such other 
reltef as the House may deem expedtent, tn constderatton of hts services 
as a late messenger of the House of Assembly tn Upper Canada, and of his 
advaneed age. 

Of the Reltgtous Ladtes of the Hotel Dieu of Montreal; praying for 
power to dispose of part of thetr property. 

Of Amable Archambeault and others, of L'’Assomptton; praying to be 
authorized to butld a Bridge across the River L'Assomptton. 

Of J. C. Fartbault and others, of the Counttes of Leinster and Berthter; 
praytng for atd to render the River L'Assomptton navigable. 

Of L. Z. Nolin, and others, of the Village and Parish of L'Assompttion; 
praying that power may not be gtven to Amable Archambeault and others, to 
butld a Bridge across the River L'Assomptton. 

Of Joseph C. Bélanger and others, of St. Anselme; praying to be 
authortzed to butld a Ertdge across the River Etchemin, in the Parish of 
St. Anselme. 

Of Charles H. Lassiseraye, of the City of Montreal; praying that the 
balance due him as Prinetpal Teacher of the Educattonal Soctety of Three 
Rivers, may be granted him. 

Of Mrs. Ellenor Teed, of the Ctty of Quebec; complaining of injustice 
done to her late husband, by hts imprisonment on suspteton of treason tn 
the year 1838, by which his days were shortened, and praying redress. 

Of L. G. Bigelow and others, of the County of Ottawa; praying atd for 
improvement of certain Roads and the eonstructton of certain Bridges in the 
satd County. 

Of the Reverend Alexander Mathteson, D. D. and others, Members of the 
Presbyterian Church tn Canada tn connectton with the Establtshed Chureh of 
Scotland; praytng for an Act to tneorporate the Presbytertan Church of 
Canada tn connection wtth the Establtshed Church of Seotland. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Vietorta, and of the 
Marmora Foundry Company; praying a grant of money to open a Road between 
Madawaska and the rear of the satd District. 

Of Wrlltam Johnston, Esquire, of the Township of Georgina; praying fo 
the establishment of a Post Office at Pefferlow Mills in the satd Townsht 

Of the Montreal Ladtes' Benevolent Soctety; praying atd tn support 
of the satd Instttutton. 





ee 
D. 
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Of Stster Jeanne de Chantal and others, Ststers of Charity of Montreal; 
praying to be tncorporated. 

Of the Rtght Reverend the Catholte Btshop of Montreal; praying for 
an allowance (to the Ststers of Charity of the General Hospttal) for 
Foundltings. 

Of the Right Reverend the Catholte Bishop of Montreal; praying 

Of George Gurnett, Esquire, Mayor, and others, of the City of 
Toronto, and others of the Home Dtstrtet; praying for the passing of an 
Aet to authorize Fredertek Chase Capreol to construct a Ratlroad from 
the satd City of Lake Huron, by the way of the Holland Landing. 

Of the Soetety of Education of Quebee; praying the usual atd in 
support of the satd Soctety. 

Of the Dtrectresses of the Charitable Assoctation of the Roman 
Catholte Ladtes of Quebec; praying for atd tn support of the satd 
Instttutton. 

Of the Honorable Wtlltam Walker and others, of the City of Quebec; 
praytng to be tneorporated as "The Quebee Gas Company." 

Of Francts Rourke and others, of the Dtstrtet of Quebec; praytng for 
the repeal of that part of the Act 3 & 4 Vie. ec. 42, whitch obliges them 
not to sell a less quantity than three half pints of Sptrttuous Liquors. 

Of Messteurs LeMesurter, Ttlstone and Company, and others, Merchants 
and others of the City of Quebec; praytng for the passtng of an Act to 
regulate the inspectton of Ftsh and Otl, the produce of Brittsh Ftshertes. 

Of Joseph Légaré and others, of the Ctty of Quebec, praying that the 
Ftre Debentures may be remitted to them in full. 

Of E. Dalatre, Esqutre, and others, of the south shore of the 
St. Lawrence, in the vicinity of Quebec; praying that the Cul-de-Sac 
may not be turned into a Market. 

Of H. Gowen, Esqutre, and others, of Quebee; praying that the 
Charlesbourg Road may be placed under the control of the Quebee Turn- 
ptke Trust. 

Of W. K. M'Cord, Esqutre, and others, of the City of Quebec; praying 
that certain grievances connected with the Corporation of Quebec be 
remedted. 

Of the Reverend John Cook, D. D. and others, of Mintsters, Elders, 
and Trustees of St. Andrew's Church in the City of Quebec; praying atd 
tn support of the Sehool tn conneetton wtth the satd Church. 

Of Miss Eltza Taylor, Secretary, on behalf of the Committee of 
Ladtes conducting the affatrs of the Protestant Female Orphan Asylum 
at Quebec; praytng the usual atd in support of the satd Institutton. 


(63) 

Of the Reverend_George Mackte, D. D. Chatrman, and others, the 
Committee. of Management of the Nattonal Schools at Quebec; praying for 
atd tn ee of the satd Schools. 

Of Lady Stuart and other Ladies, the Committee of the Quebec Infant 
Sehool; praying for the usual atd tn support of the satd Instttutton. 

Of the Literary and Historteal Soctety of Quebec; praying that the 
usual atd tn support of the satd Instttution. 

Of the Literary and Histortcal Soctety of Quebec; praying that their 
Charter may be amended by making a Quorum for the transaction of business 
to constst of three members. 
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Of Z. Willtans and others, of Quebec; praying for the adoption of 
measures to enforce a more effictent system of stowing ships’ cargoes of 
timber. 

Of William Farley and others, Electors of Ward No. 4, in the. Town of 
St. Catharines; praying for certain amendments to the Aet tneorporating 
the satd Town. 

Of John Watson Griffin and others, sons and daughters of the late 
Joseph Grtffin; pre praying that measures be adopted to obtain a repeal of 
the Patent eras the Rectory of Wellington Square, and to restore 
to them thetr father's property now enjoyed by the Rector of that place. 

Of David Buchan, Esqutre, and others, of the Village of Parts and 
its vicinity; "praying that the proposed Bills for the formatton of the 
new Distrtets of Brant and Bruce be not passed into laws. 

OF Gs. Macartney ey and others, of the southern half of the Townshtp of 
Dunfries, District of Gore; praying for the divitston of the satd Township 
into North and South D umpries. 

Of Absalom Shade, of Galt, and James Cowan, of Waterloo; praytng for 
certain Amendments to the Act tneorporating the Guelph and Dundas Road 
Company . 

Of Willtam Oliver, of the Townshtp of. Dounte, Dtstriet of Huron; 
representing his services as a Soldier in Her Majesty's 94th Seotch 
Brigade, and afterwards tn the Milttta of this Province in the year 
1837, and the subsequent loss of hts left arm, and praying reltef. 

Of Wtliltam Hoople, of the Townshtp of Osnabruck,. Eastern District, 
Pilot; praying compensatton for his dtscovery and exploration of the 
Channel on the north stde of the River St. Lawrence, between Dickenson's 
Landing and_Cornwall, known as the Longue Sault Raptd. 

Of the Reverend Alexander Mathtescn, D. D. and others, on behalf of 
of the Congregation of St. Andrew's Church, tin the City of AC eae pray- 
ing to be tneorporated as "The Mintsters and Trustees of St. Andrew's 
Church, Montreal." 

of Joseph Bi: Bustodeau and others, of the Village of St. Hyactnthe; 
praying for the passing of an Act to tncorporate the said Village as a 
distinct and separate Muntetpaltty. 

Of the Reverend A. Théberge, of Terrebonne; praytng atd tn support 
of the Masson College of Terrebonne. 

Of the Warden and Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Simcoe; 
praying for a certatn alteratton tn the system of appotnting Assessors. 

Of John Yule, juntor, Esqutre, and others, of Chambly; praying for 
the passing of an Act to authortze the Pettttoners to construct a Dam 
-across the River Richelteu, at a place known as the "Chute," for the 
passage of Rafts. 











Petitton of J. Ordered, That the Petttton of John Jarron and 
Jarron and others, of the County of Haldimand, be referred 
others. to the Standing Committee on Ratlroad and Tele- 


graph Line Bills; and the Rules of thts House 
suspended as regards the satd Petttton. 


OF teh els : Ordered, That the Petition of Joseph C, Bélanger 
Belanger and and others, of St. Anselme; the Petitton of 


others; the Reverend Alexander Mathteson, D. D. and 
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Of the Rev. others, on behalf of the Congregation of St. 

A. Mathetson Andrew's Church, tn the Ctty of Montreal; and 

and others; the Petttton of John S. M'Collom and others, 

Of Parse of the Township of Nelson, District of Gore, 

M'Coltom and be referred to the Standing Committee on Stand- 

others. tng Orders; and the Rules of thts House suspended 
as to the satd Pettttons. 

Of L. Legendre Resolved, That the Petition of Louts Legendre, 

and others, Esqutre, and others, of the Partsh of St. Louts 

referred, de Lotbintére, be referred to a Select Committee 


composed of Mr, Chauveau, Mr. Soltettor General 
Drummond, Mr._Fortter, Mr. Laurin, and Mr. Taché, to examine the contents 
thereof, and to report thereon with all conventent speed, by Brill or 
otherwise; with power to send for persons, papers, and records; and the 
Rules of this House suspended as to the satd Petttton, 


Emigratton. Ordered, That Mr, Bouthtllter and Mr. Fournter be 
added to the Select Committee appotnted to 
enqutre into the causes of Emtgratton from Canada to the Untted States. 


Second Report Mr, Fortter, from the Standing Committee on 

of Committee Road and Bridge Bills, presented to.the House the 
on Road_and Second Report of the satd Committee; whtch was read, 
Bridge Bille. as followeth:-- 


Your Committee have constdered the Petttton of Alexander Parker and 
others, relative to the expendtture of the sum granted for the construction 
of a Road between L'Ortgnal and Bytown; they find that a Bridge has been 
erected by the Board of Works, under the authority of Parltament, at the 
Des Outteas Creek near the Caledonta Springs, on the leading Road from 
L'Ortgnal to Bytoun, and another Bridge at Hatfield, across the Petite 
Nation Rtver, but as yet the Road between the two Bridges has not been 
constructed: As these Bridges are comparatively useless for the want 
of connecting Road, Your Commtttee beg leave to recommend that such a 
Road shall be undertaken and fintshed tn the first place, without delay. 

By the ortgtnal approprtation, the Road was to run from Hatfield along 
or near the banks of the River Ottawa, by Gifford, Beckwith, and Green 
Creeks, The several Surveuors who have reported on this line concur 
tn stating, that for the purposes of a great leading commmtcatton 
between L'Orignal and Bytown, thts River route will be more expensive tn 
tts econstruetton than a more direct Road running through the intertor 
of the country; a great difference of optnton extsts, however, as to the 
best line for thts tntertor Road, and Your Commtttee therefore recommend 
that a new Act should be passed, enabling the Board of Works to expend 
the approprtatton tn such a manner as may seem most fit for the public 
advantage, without reference to prtvate interests. 

At the same time, Your Committee feel it thetr duty to state to Your 
Honorable House, that the ortgtnal approprtattion having been expressly 
granted for the River Line, and thereby greatly benefitting the owners 
of land and settlers on the banks of the Ottawa, these persons may com- 
plain that the pledged fatth of the Legislature has been broken wtth them, 
tf that line be departed from; and tt may have happened, though no evtdence 
to that effect has been adduced before Your Committee, that persons have 
purchased lands at a htgher price tn consequence of the Road having been 
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fixed in the vtetntty of thetr purchases: It ts, however, for Your 
Honorable House to dectde between these conflicting interests, 


(64) 
On motton of Mr. Smith, of Frontenac, seconded by Mr. Seymour, 


Tolls collected Resolved, That an hunble Address be presented to 
on Roads (U. C.) Hts Excellency the Governor General, praying 


that he wtll be pleased to dtrect the proper 
offteér to lay before thts House, a Return of all Tolls collected upon 
the several Macadamtzed and Planked Roads in Upper Canada, for the years 
1847 and 1848, respectively, and of the expenses attending the collectton 
thereof. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the 
Executtve Counetl of thts Province. 


Lachine Ratl- Ordered, That Mr. Holmes have leave to bring in a 
road Bill. Bill to amend the Act tnecorporating the Montreal 


and Lachine Ratlroad Company, and for other 
Purposes. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
reecetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second 
time, on Monday next. 


Montreal and Ordered, That Mr, Holmes have leave to bring in a 
Troy Tele- Btll to tneorporate the Montreal and Troy Tele- 
graph Bill. graph Company. 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second 
time, on Monday next. 


Petttton of Mr. Seott, of Two Mountains, moved, seconded by 
J. Bowte. Mr, Wilson, and the Question betng put, That the 


Petttton of James Bowte, of. the City of Montreal, 
Phystetan, be referred to a Seleet Committee, composed of Mr. M'Lean, 
Mr, Macdonald of Glengarry, Mr. Chauveau, Mr. Bouthtllter, and the mover, 
to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon with_all econventent 
speed; wtth power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE opposed this reference. The petition was for 
a sum of money which could not be granted without the consent of His 
Excellency. Dr. Bowie had been employed permanently since 1843, whereas 
the others had been only employed for a temporary period, and from day to 
day. The late ministry had felt they could not allow this claim, and the 
present ministry fully agreed with that decision. The principal ground 
of the claim was for the loss of instruments &c., of which he had never 
furnished a list.2 





((There was))} some conversation.° 


(64) 
The House divided:--And tt passed tn the Negative. 


A large majority appealed against it.4 
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The minority were MESSRS. SCOTT, PAPINEAU, and MCLEAN. > 
(64) 
L'Académte Ordered, That Mr. Jobin have leave to bring tn a Bill 
Industrtelle de to tneorporate L'Académie Industrielle de St. Laurent, 
St. Laurent Etec. tn the District of Montreal. 


He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was re- 
cetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, on 
Thursday next. 


Soeurs de Ste. Ordered, That Mr. Jobin have leave to bring tn a Btll to 
COLE BULL. Bill to tncorporate La Communauté des Soeurs de Ste. 
Croix, tn the Partsh of St. Laurent, tn the District 
of Montreal, for the purposes of educatton. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was re- 
cetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, on 


Thursday next. 








L. Comte's Ordered, That Mr. Jobtn have leave to bring tn a Btll to 
Reltef Brill. enable Louts Comte to recover a certatn amount due to 


him by the Partsh of St. Edouard, in the District of 
Montreal. 

He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was re- 
cetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, on 
Thursday next. 


Bank Tax. The Honorable Mr. Hineks, one of Her Majesty's 
Executive Counctl, presented, pursuant to an Address to 
Hts Excellency the Governor General,--Return to an Address from the Legislative 
Assembly to Hts Excellency to the Governor General, dated the 29th January, 1849, 
praytng that he would be pleased to cause the proper officer to lay before thts 
House, a tabular monthly, or such other pertodical Return of the tssue of Bank 
Notes by the several Banks tn thts Province, as may be conventently had during 
the several years stnee the tmposttton of the Bank Tax, to the Thirty-first 
December last, wtth the amount of the Tax levted on each such pertodical Return 
of each Bank respectively. 


Appendix (Z.) For the satd Return, see Appendix (Z.) 
Lumber Exported. And also, Return to an Address from the Legtslattve 


Assembly to Hts Excellency the Governor General, dated 
Ist February 1849, praying Hts Excellency to cause to be latd before them, a 
Statement of the quantity of Lumber shtpped for exportation by sea, during 
the year 1848, on account of the procedure and manufacturers of wood of the 
District of Quebec. 


Appendix (A.A.) For the satd Return, see Appendix (A.A.) 
Speech The House, according to Order, proceeded to take tnto 
constdered. eonstderatton the Speech of Hts Excellency the Governor 


General delivered to both Houses of the Provinectal Legtslature. 


And the same was again read. 
The Honorable Mr. Hitneks moved, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Attorney 
General Baldwin, That a Supply be granted to Her Majesty. 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS moved for postponement of the consideration of the 
grant of supplies till Tuesday next, the house then to resolve itself into 
committee of the whole for the purpose--9 


((The)) motion was granted.’ 
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Resolved, That thts House wtil, on Tuesday next, resolve itself into a 
Commtttee to constder of that Motton, 


Tounshtps The Order of the day for the second reading of 
Erection Bill, the Btll to confirm the Erection of certatn Town- 


ships, and for other purposes relative to the 
Erectton of Townshtps, betng read ;8 


MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE, in moving the second reading of the act to 
confirm the erection of certain townships, stated that the bill was 
rendered necessary by the circumstance that no township had been 
legally erected in Canada ... since the Union. They had the name of 
Townships, and that was all. The present bill would give these town- 
ships a legal standing, It also provided for the annexation of the 
"Gores" now existing in various parts of both sections of the Province, 
to the neighbouring townships .? 


(64) 
The Btll was accordingly read a second time; and ordered to be 
engrossed. 


Offenders The Order of the day for the second reading of 
Treaty Bril. the Bill for better gtving effect, wtthitn this 


Provinee, to a Treaty between Her Majesty and the 
Untted States of Amertca, for the apprehenston and surrender of certain 
Offenders, betng read. 


MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE then moved the second reading of the bill for 
the arrest of the offenders from the United States. The object of the 
bill was as follows:--the treaty of extradition of 1842 was not perfected 
till the bill of last year was passed at Washington at the time of his 
visit. But the English act was deficient in the first clause inasmuch 
as it made it necessary that the fugitive from justice should be publicly 
claimed of the Government, which gave occasion for the party to escape, 
This bill would give power to the judges of the superior Courts and to 
justices of the peace to carry out the law. 


MR. PAPINEAU objected to the Bill, as being too vague in its details. 
The duties of the Superior court ought to be more fully and definitely 
determined.!4 ((He)) objected to the Justices of the Peace being in- 
vested with the power to arrest fugitives from the United States, 
There might arise ... great danger of false imprisonment ,+4 He was for 
placing it in the hands of the Judges of the superior Courts, of the 
Circuit Courts in Canada East, and of similar courts in Canada West; 
providing, however, that the Justices of the Peace should be only per- 
mitted to arrest the offenders, and take them before the nearest Judge 
of the superior Court, or Circuit Court. This was only an act of 
Justice to a foreigner.l5 He urged the necessity of an appeal in 
the cases, of which this law was to take cognizance, from the District 
Court, where the first steps were taken, to the Superior Courts. The 
stranger ought to be protected as much as their own citizens, The 
latter were well known in their own locality, but the former had no 
friend to apply to if unjustly accused .16 


MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE said that a strong allusion had been made to 
the case of strangers. This Act was framed in good faith between the two 
Governments, otherwise, of what use would be the measure.!/ [t was of 
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course necessary to act in good faith with the American Government ,18 Le 
was true that the Act of the Imperial Government, which the present was 
intended to carry out, contained some provisions which did not meet the 
wants of the two countries, and the present was intended to supply the 
deficiency. 2? This bill was only to carry out the treaty, in the same 
way as it was now carried out by the law of the United States, There 

was nothing more in it than in the American law 29 


MR. H. BOULTON said the proposed Bill contained enactments which 
that House, he trusted, would not sanction,4! As the British Government 
were spending millions of pounds to put down slavery, they had probably 
forgotten one point? to which he wished particularly to draw their 
attention. By the terms of this Act it was proposed to deliver up, 
amongst others, runaway slaves charged with certain crimes, murder, arson, 
theft, &c. Now it was within his observation that nothing was more 
common than to trump up a charge against a man of having committed the 
crime of arson, robbery, &c. --mere pretences--in order to enable 
avaricious slaveholders to recover their property, for they generally 
found, that when once these slaves were taken back, under the pretext 
of bringing them to trial as soon as they were safe within the grasp 
of their pursuers, nothing more was heard of the criminal prosecutions. 
Hon. members, no doubt, remembered a case (at any rate he had read of it) 
of a certain cargo of slaves ,2> shipped at Charlestoré® ((and)) destined 
for the port of New Orleans, when these men, finding themselves strong 
in number, rose against their captors, and saved themselves, taking 
themselves and ship into Providence, in the Bahamas, where they were 
charged, by the American Consul, with piracy; where they had only 
struggled for that liberty which was dear to every. man, These men 
come here from a country where they are treated a cattle or brute 
beasts 28 where it was made & capital offence 30 to teach them the 
Scriptures, or give them education 1+ if such persons came into the 
country he would treat them as persons, sui generi - sensible, responsible 
beings. 33 oR They were not responsible as other persons were and he 
never consent to their being sent back24 He would not vote for any 
measure that would authorize their being taken back to a country where 
they were put up to auction, like so many pigs, and every description of 
hardship and cruelty heaped upon them. If instances were wanted, 
doubtless his perusal of the papers would enable him to remind Upper 
Canada members of a case that occurred in 1835 or 1838 which made his 
blood boil 36, in which a black man who had thus escaped, was taken back 
to the States, where an immediate conflict took place between the auth- 
orities and the populace, on his account, and one or two persons were 
killed in the affray. 37 OR A slave was attempted to be arrested; that 
led to a riot in Niagara, in which the black population took part, and 
several white persons joined them. He was happy for the sake of the 
Province that the unfortunate man himself escaped; but one man was shot 38 
The question before them, as far as this portion of the subject went, was 
in no way a political one. If any hon. members then present were forcibly 
led into captivity, and transported to Africa, would they consider it a 
violation of law to resist, by every means in their power, under such 
circumstances? Were such proceedings justifiable, merely on account of 
the difference between black and white? True, it was a certain Act had 
been passed in England, but if this important point was therein neglected, 
let them provide the remedy, not with the feelings of party spirit, but 
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as involving the question of right between the oppressor and his 
victim. He doubted much if the Imperial Government knew the truth 
in this respect; if they did, doubtless they would agree with him? 
It was the duty of the House to remind them of it. He would there- 
fore move to add a provision as follows:--Provided nothing herein 
contained shall extend to the surrender of any coloured person 
accused of the crimes herein mentioned, who shall have been a slave 
and who shall be liable to be reclaimed by his master. 


MR. H. SHERWOOD (TORONTO) regretted that there was no provision 
in the proposed Law to meet this case, further than giving Governors 
the power of refusing the application for the surrender of slaves, if 
the Act was committed with a view to enable them to escape from thraldom41t 
If the clause proposed by the last speaker would not go to impair the 
measure, he would like to see it adopted. They had never had a 
similar bill brought before them to the one at present proposed. There 
had been instances of persons from the United States entering Canada 
to claim slaves who had run away from their inhuman masters, and who 
were refused to be given up. He recollected one case where the slave 
who had made his escape was reclaimed on a charge of horse stealing. 
The facts of the case were these, that the first horse that the slave 
had found he had mounted in order to facilitate his escape. This act, 
according to law, could not be called larceny; and the Governor, if 
application was made to him, could refuse the application if the facts 
of such a case were known to him. But there might be magistrates who 
did not thoroughly know the law 42 ((or)) might not understand nice dis- 
tinctions in the matter, but would certify that the charge was clearly 
brought home to the accused and ... sign a warrant for his apprehension. 
He, therefore, hoped that such a provision would be added to the bill, so 
that where it was known that the crime of arson or murder was committed 
to assist in the escape of the slave from his cruel bondage, or if he 
appropriated money to pay his expenses on his journey or flight--that 
where such was found to be the case, he should not be allowed to be 
carried back to the man who had treated him, and would still treat him 
worse than a dumb brute. In speaking as he had done, he hoped the 
hon. gentleman who had brought the bill would not think that he wished 
to throw any obstacles in his way, as he deemed it a very important 
bi1144 ((but)) much as he agreed with the general principle laid down ... 
he thought it was too general. 49 He hoped that some clause would be 
inserted to prevent the giving up of slaves to their masters. It had 
been said that millions had been expended in England for the purpose of 
putting down slavery: but he would assure the House that the feeling 
against slavery was as strong in Canada as it could be any where 


MR, J. SMITH (Durham) detested slavery as heartily as any member 
in that House, but still he did not allow his philanthropy to outrun 
his sense of justice, so as to sanction evil by legal enactments. He 
considered that the Governor‘’ General in Council 4® had ample power to 
give him to investigate cases with a view to ascertain the charges 
being trumped up, or otherwise 49to justify his refusing to give up the 
offender, if circumstances transpired to prove that it was only sought 
to obtain possession of his person, to subject him to a state of 
slavery, from which he had made his escape: But 91 it appeared to him 
that the inevitable result of the amendment proposed by the hon. member 
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for Norfolk? to give protection to slaves merely as such23 would be a 
general belief in the States that the blacks would be justified in 
rising upon and murdering their masters, provided that they could get 

to Canada.-4 ((It)) was to offer a direct premium to theft, murder, &c., 
and for the guilty parties to secure themselves from justice in this 
country. Great consideration was shown to these people, because in the 
United States, they were undoubtedly treated far worse than the white 
men, but now it was proposed to treat them better. He wished to see 
them put upon a par with others. He would give the authorities of 

both countries the same power as to criminals, much as he hated the 
horrid slave system. He thought the Bill amply sufficient for the 

ends of justice, with the power vested in the Governor, with the proper 
means at his command of testing a charge trumped up, or not; and whether 
the accused was really a gee not, a conclusion which the Magistrate 
could not accurately arrive at. 


MR. H. SHERWOOD (Toronto) said in reply to Mr. Smith, that>© the 
proposed Bill contained the provisions of the English Act; if dispositions 
were not taken before magistrates, (and he need not remark that without 
these no man could be surrendered,) how could it be ascertained whether 
the party were a slave or not; he would leave that to the Governor, He 
had been accused of wishing to encourage these men _to steal, &c,2/, He 
did not support the amendment for any such motive.-% But he pleaded the 
laws of humanity as a condemnation of a diabolical system,2? He and his 
hon. friend saw only these principles of humanity which ought to be 
encouraged in all civilized communities. What difference, he would ask 
hon. gentlemen, would be made in the case of a white®9? What was the 
course adopted with political refugees! secured for murder or arson, in 
a time of political excitement, in the attempt to free .., ((themselves)) 
from political oppression®2? They flee to the United States, What 
reception do they meet with there? Are they ousted as murderers, thieves, 
&c.? No, they are told theirs is a political offence, and are allowed 
to go their way .°3 The unfortunate negro who arrived in a British 
possession, accused of murdering his constant and brutal oppressor°4 at 
most, desires to free himself©9, In the one case, the American Government 
or any other Government in the world would at once reply to any demand, 
for the political offences, we cannot recognize the crime of murder or 
arson; in this case it is merged in the higher political offence, and 
will not give him up. He would on the same principle, protect the slave 
who had committed some crime in attempt to gain his liberty; for the 
assertion of human liberty, and for the protection of the negro--not 
against the laws but against his inhuman master who in nine cases out of 
ten got immediate possession of the slave on his being delivered up by 
Canadian authorities, without the law taking any cognizance of the pre- 
tended crime .66 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN considered this question had a much more extensive 
bearing than seemed given to it.6/ The question involved in this discussion 
was: is it or is it not desirable that a mutual understanding should exist 
between our own Government and the Government of the®8 large and powerful 
republic0? on whose borders we are, for the delivering up of fugitives 
from justice./0 Any one regarding the state of things between the two 


countries, must see that such an amendment did not carry out that object./+ 
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The Imperial Government, on our behalf and the Government of the United 
States had mutually come to the determination that it was desirable we 
should naturally give up such fugitives without any exception being 
made in the treaty, such as was now proposed by the hon. member for 
Norfolk; and any one knowing the position of the slavery question on the 
other side of the lines must be aware tha if such a condition had 
been enforced at the peeses of the Ashburton Treaty, no such treaty 
would have been made /3 It was utterly impossible that such a 

provision could have been inserted in the treaty. The treaty of Wash- 
ington then had been made between the Governments for a good purpose, 
viz.: the delivering up of persons charged in one country with the 
commission of a serious offence flying for protection to the other. If 
then such a provision as this could not be inserted in the treaty of 
Washington, what would be the effect of attempting to introduce it into 
this bill. The Imperial Parliament had passed an act in the terms of 
the treaty, but they had left to the local Government the power of 
carrying the treaty into effect in such a manner as they might find 

most convenient 74but not to mar the general intention of the measure, 
The case of the stealing the horse involved a mere case of trover or 
trespass. The proposed amendment was entirely opposed to the spirit of 
the Act. If dispositions were not allowed to be taken before the nearest 
authorities, as to the crime charged, but the witnesses were compelled 
to come to Head-Quarters, how could such authorities decide?/> Tf they 
attempted to introduce into it, provisions not contained in the Imperial 
Act and in the treaty of Washington, they would defeat the whole object 
of that treaty, for the United States Government would not of course 
consent to such a provision as that now proposed,_ He should therefore 
oppose the motion of the hon. member for Norfolk. 


MR. H. BOULTON considered they had a clear right to relieve the slaves, 
under the circumstances alluded to.’/’ He still asserted that where man was 
treated as a beast, and not as an accountable being, he thought he was in 
everything to be unaccountable, and not punished for crime as a reasonable 
creature, when under circumstances he was treated as a non sui generis. 
If the Act of Parliament had been so badly managed in this particular, 
it required the assistance ... the Provincial Parliament could not effect. 
He would therefore give his assistance only so far as it was just and 
advisable to do so. They had a right to insert ... 4 right to meet 
the requirements of the locality, by authorizing the refusal to surrender. 
The hon. member for Durham thought he was prepared to give greater lenity 
to a slave than to a free man. Well he held that a poor slave wanted 
more aid and much more assistance than a free man, 3 Another remark he 
had to make was, he had brought this subject before the Legislature before, 
but no remedy; they might have had the will without the power. How was 
the slave to show evidence of his intention in his persecuted position? 

Was it for a free British Legislature to aid those who had perhaps cut 

a poor slave in two with cowhides; who made it penal to teach a black man 
to read--who had lately sent a woman to prison for teaching a man to read 
the scriptures?--to aid these men to recover their victims? He ((had)) 
shown that formerly this act had indirectly led to murder in Upper Canada; 
and at any rate he wished the Government not to be bound, as they would be 
this act, to give up fugitive slaves, accused of crimes. If a ship went 
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from Quebec to Charleston or New Grieans’> or other southern ports2® 
with a pts oa on board, 8/ he was arrested and confined till the 
vessel left. What respect did that show to the rights of foreign na- 
tions ?89 They (the Americans) did not care for British Laws, and the 
protection thereby afforded to British subjects. 29 Why then should we 
be so tender on this subject of slavery. He would be glad to see the 
slaves make the houses of their masters too hot to hold them, and then 
they might be forced to do what humanity could not induce them to do. 
Black men though they be, they should be protected as well as the white, 
who went scathless, no matter how he burnt and stole92, While, however, 
he made these observations, he did not intend to apply them to the whole 
of the people of the United States, for in certain portions of it they 
were doing their utmost to put down the curse of slavery. 3 With this 
feeling he was glad to see the strong movement organising against this 
hated system in the States?4, He read with pleasure that day, that Mr. 
Cassius Clay was likely to obtain a convention in Kentucky, to consider 
the best means of doing away with slavery. He would do nothing what- 
ever to deliver slaves to their masters. 


MR. WILSON could not read this law as it had been explained by the 
hon. members?6 ((and)) differed entirely from the conclusions of the 
hon. member from Norfolk.?/ Slaves should certainly be made answer- 
able, and given up, if silty of great crimes, such as murder. He 
felt for slaves, but thought 8 slavery was no excuse for crime. Under 
the feeding of animosity? ((and)) hate rankling in his heart against 
his master100 the slave watched his opportunity, and, perhaps, murdered 
his master, and would paey say that was not criminal, merely because 
the murderer was a slave.l91 Would it be justice or would it be right 
to give that man a refuge in this country and refuse to give him up 
to the country whose law he had violated by the commission of so dia- 
bolical a crime? There existed a vast deal of mawkish sensibility 
in favor of this class of men; fearful, persecuted, truly, but not so 
as to justify a shelter, on our part, for the worst of crimes, because 
their condition brought them to such extremities.103 The slave was 
always supposed to be innocent, and the guilty always lay with his 
oppressors, as they were called.104 The mere act of stealing a horse 
would not, he allowed, be sufficient for this country to give a slave 
up, but he could not understand how it was impossible to refuse to 
give up a slave who had committed the greatest crime of murder .t 
Were such a principle established, the practical result would be to give 
up no offenders if a plea of escape was put forth. He was sorry to see 
that the feelings of the hon. members had so warped his better judgment, 
for certainly neither that hon. member nor any other lawyer in that 
House could justify such a doctrine.10 


MR. H. BOULTON said he would much like to see the mighty quick 
change that would come over the sentiments of the hon. member for 
London, if he were unceremoniously carted into slavery and treated 
with the cruelties of that system. 


MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE withdrew the motion for the second readin 
on consideration that the subject should be discussed in committee. 10 


The Resolution ((was)) put and married” 
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(64) 
The Btll was accordingly read a second ttme; and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the whole House, for Tuesday next. 


Producttons_ of The Order of the day for the House tn Commtttee 
the Untted to enqutre tnto the expedtency of provtding for the 
States. admtsston of certain Articles of the growth or pro- 

duetton of the Untted States into Canada, upon the 
itke Articles the production of Canada being admitted tnto the markets 
of the United States on the same terms, betng read; 


The House accordingly resolved ttself tnto the satd Committee. 
Mr. Polette took the Chatr of the Committee; after some time spent 
therein, 110 . 


The resolution was ... read as follows:-- 
"That it is expedient to provide for the free admission of grain and 
breadstuffs of all kinds, vegetables, fruits, seeds, animals, hides, wool, 
butter, cheese, tallow, horns, salted and fresh meats, ores of all kinds of 
metals, ashes, timber staves, wood and lumber of all kinds, of the growth 
or production, of the United States of America, into Canada, whenever 
Similar articles, the production of Canada, shall be admitted, without 
duty, into the said United States,"ll1 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MERRITT said, that the Agricultural portion of the people 
looked upon this subject as one of great importance and they were much 
interested in its result. In 1846, various measures had been proposed for 
the changed circumstances of the country. He recollected that the hon. mem- 
ber for Simcoe had moved an Address to his Excellency, that certain pro- 
ducers of the United States should be admitted free of duty into Canada, pro- 
vided that a similar measure were adopted by the United States. This Ad- 
dress was agreed to and sent off by the first steamer which sailed afterwards 
to England. The measure was concurred in by the Government of England, 

a measure which Lord Aberdeen and Mr. Pakculiam (sic) did all they could 

to carry to effect; but owing to a bill relating to importation then pending 
in the Legislature of the United States, it was not pressed at the time. 

Mr. Packenham left the country soon after, and the measure was not gone 
into; but although for a time it was laid aside, it was not allowed to 
slumber. In 1847, a measure was introduced into this House for similar 
purposes, which was held to be in the interest of both countries, and 
although the Government of the day did not pass the measure, the resolutions 
then submitted were not without their effect.112 It enabled the people 

to see the necessity of the great object aimed at, and view the question 

of Reciprocal Free-Trade, at least, as did the Upper Canadians, in a more 
favourable light than they had hitherto done.t13 The people of Upper 

Canada began to think that they would be better under the Reciprocity 

system than they now were, and that it would be a benefit to the whole 
country. At the meeting of the Agricultural Association of Upper Canada 
held at Hamilton last year, a resolution was adopted in favour of 
reciprocityl14, a presumed favorable system of perfect reciprocity bet- 

ween the two peoplell5, and a committee was appointed who were instructed 

to take such measures as would give effect to the resolution as being of 
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a kind likely to prove beneficial to the interests of Canada and the 
United States. This subject was taken up by Congress in 1848 , 116 in the 
shape of a Bill before the American Congress,117 and was passed immediately 
by the House of Representatives. If any judgment could be formed from 

the expression of the sentiments of individuals in the Senate it would 
have been passed then; but some occurrences took place which delayed it 

at that time. This Session it had been again taken up, and though 

some persons apprehended that it would not pass, he entertained no such 
fears. There were good reasons, why the Senate should pass the law.118 

He thought that its knowledge of the true interests of its citizens 

would cause it to remove the apprehension of those who feared that they 
would not meet us in the same liberal spirit. Had not Great Britain 
placed the grain produce of the United States, when brought into England, 
on the same favourable terms as similar produce from her own Colonies?119 
That was one reason. Another was that the first Act under the British 
Possession Act had imposed 50 per cent additional duties on British goods, 
and had put American goods on equal terms. That was another reason. 
Again, if the bill would increase the value of the production of Canada, 
it would be an advantage to the United States, as Canadians would be 
better customers; for no nation can continue the trade with another unless 
on terms of reciprocity. That all parties in the Senate must be aware 

of. If the report of Mr. Walker, the Secretary of the Treasu were 
referred to, it would be found that he stated that the tradet29 of this 
Province, with its 2,000,000 of inhabitants, did not more than equal that 
of the State of Connecticut, with only 300,000 inhabitants, whereas, under 
the Free-Trade system, the transactions between Canada and his country 
would be somewhere about $400,000,000. He estimated the internal trade 

of the States, and that with Foreigners, respectively; the former at 
$500,000,000, and the latter only $150,000,000. This was not a local 
question which would limit its benefits to one side of the St, Lawrence 

or the other, but he maintained its advantages would secure to both shores 
of the St. Lawrence, River and Lakes. When prices in Europe exceeded 
those in the United States, the South shore traders would avail themselves 
of the St. Lawrence, and get the same prices, having the advantage in 
freights. But when the high prices, on the contrary, prevailed on this 
Side of the Atlantic, he thought the North shore would do the same.--Some 
hon. members and others would urge against his measure that its benefits 
would be entirely partial for Upper Canadians alone, to the exclusion of 
those of the Lower Province. Supposing such anhypothesis, what then? 

Take the case of the farmer at Port Stanley--what would he do? He would 
duly consider the relative advantages offered by the Montreal and New York 
markets, and after making due allowance for the expense of transportation, 
would, of course, choose the best1l2l of the two markets. When prices were 
higher in the United States, the produce of Lower Canada would go there, 
and Upper Canada should supply Lower Canada in the meantime. He would, 

in like manner, take cattle to the Brighton Market, at Boston, if it were 
dearer than that at Montreal, and that would advantage Upper Canada and 
the Townships. The latter would, of course, send to Boston, if Boston were 
better than Quebec. Who would supply Quebec? The farmers about Quebec and 
lower down, and that farmer would get the same price as the farmer in the Town- 
shipsl22 near the Lines. On the other hand, suppose markets were higher in 
Europe than in the United States. How would Lower Canada benefit then? 
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An export demand would then take place, and Canada would send the produce 
of the Great West to England124 in case prices were higher there than here, 
In such circumstances!25 with the perfection of our canals,126 the Corn 
and Flour that would find its way to the sea board, by the way of the 

St. Lawrence, would exceed the whole amount of those articles produced 

by Canada herself. This would cause a much greater demand for ships, 

and the Lower Canadians would supply the crews with those perishable 
articles that would not, from their nature, bear transportation,127 

He had obtained a statement of the relative prices for two years, in 

the markets of Boston and Montreal, viz: for 1847 and 1848, and he 

found from them that the average prices throughout had been higher 

in the Boston than in the Montreal market for flour and wheat, and every 
other article except pork. He would nat take up the time of the committee 
by enumerating their prices; but he had obtained them froml28 a very 
reliable sourcel29, a commission merchant of this city. It was one of 
those measures that would be naturally beneficial to the whole range of 

the country, to those living on the north, as well as those living on the 
south side of the valley of the St. Lawrence.130 The subject of the Lumber 
Trade he left in the hands of those merchants and others, who understood 
that branch much better than he did. From what he could learn, this 
measure was not objected to by those representing Quebec interests, with 
the exception of the article of animals.131 But he thought that if they 
looked into the matter they would be satisfied that the markets were better, 
in the States than in the Townships. Now, what were they to do with 
protection to agriculture? He would set manufactures out of the question-- 
this was not a protection or a free trade measure, but a measure founded 
on common sense.132 Let them put a duty of 5s. a bushel on wheat or £10 

a head on cattle. If the prices were better in the States, there traders 
would go, and, of coursel33 deprive us of the value of that market for 
sending produce there, to get the highest pricesl34, Of what earthly use 
was the imposition of protective duties on certain articles, in our 
markets, if those very articles never came to us? Pork alone had for 

some years past come to our markets--hence his reason for his present 
measure--only more immediately calculated to benefit the Canadians.135 

In the discussion of this question on the other side of the lines, it was 
said that this measure would benefit the trade of our neighbours, and so 

it would, the measure would benefit both countries : 


MR. H. SMITH, Frontenac, No, No. 137 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MERRITT ((continued:)) He did not expect to convince 
the hon. member for Kingston: he never would be convinced. It was highly 
important that this measure should be passed through the United States 
Congress: that measure could not fail to be beneficial to every interest in 
Canada, and pyt38 speedilyl39 passing this resolution to-night it might have 
a beneficial effect in assisting the passage of that bill. He thought the 
resolution would not have to encounter any very formidable opposition. 


MR. BROOKS said, although not objecting to the principle of reciproc- 
ity,141 ((he)) was against hurrying forward the present measure until the 
intentions of the American were known.142 If the measure was passed there 
at all, this Congress, it must be passed before thel43 1st, March next, 
and then we should have abundance of time during the present Sessionl44, 


whereas if they carried the measure now, it might be a dead letter for 
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several years to come; and in the meantime we might see reason to change 
our opinion on the subject.145 And the uncertainty arising from such a 
state of things, in the public mind, was highly objectionable,146 
Reference had been made by the hon. member for Lincoln, in introducing 
this resolution to the subject of cattle, about which he seemed to under- 
stand very little; that was a matter which the Lower Canadians understood 
better than the Upper Canadians. Hitherto when there were no duties on 
agricultural produce, our market had been swamped with cattle from the 
adjoining portions of the States of New York and Vermont, 147 the owners 
of which article generally sold for any price they could get1l48, under- 
selling the Canadian farmers; whereas since duties had been imposed on 
agricultural produce from the States, the Canadians had had a good and 
prosperous market. The theory of the honourable member for Lincoln might 
be a very good one, but when put in practice, in the case of cattle, it 
was a most injurious one. For one, he was opposed to making experiments 
whilst the markets were already good, and the farmers (in the article of 
cattle) doing well. 


MR. H. SMITH (Frontenac) doubted very much whether the Hon. introducer 
of the Resolutions had suceeded in making many converts to his opinion. 
For his own part, he would say that he was a protectionist, not in 
favour of protection to agriculture merely, but also to our domestic 
manufactures and would therefore oppose the Resolution on the principle, 150 
Looking at the conduct of that hon. member in former days, it seemed an 
extraordinary "change had come over the spirit of his dreams." Reference 
to the Journals of 1843, informed him that he (Mr. Merritt) had at that 
period supportedi51 a bill introduced by his Hon. friend and colleague-- 
the Hon. Inspector General, for the protection and encouragement of 
agriculture; and now the Hon. Member took altogether another course, and 
desired to throw open our ports for the unrestrained influx of American 
produce. But he did not consider that the Hon. gentleman had made out a 
case sufficient to warrant the gentlemen representing agricultural dis- 
tricts, in giving their assent to his proposition; more particularly, as 
if it went into effect, it152 was neither more nor less than the first 
steps towards establishing an entire Free-Trade system.153 There was one 
portion of this subject which he should wish to have seen the hon. gentleman 
touch upon, but which he carefully avoided, and wisely. He confined himself 
to the consideration of the question so far as it regarded wheat and flour, 
butl54 he had prudently lost sight of one very important matter; he did not 
say anything as to the eee eae of increased prices, or the furnishing a 
market for coarse grain 55 At present they were consumed with the brewer 
and distiller,--the farmer found a ready market and obtained cash for his 
produce, but if this resolution went into effect, that market will be 
closed against him at once. He would tell the hon. gentleman, in con- 
firmation of his opinion, that when the duty on all grains was seven 
pence sterling per bushel, the American brought immense quantities of 
oats into the Upper Canadian markets, and sold them at fifteen pence per 
bushel, after paying the duty. What would have been the effect of such an 
importation without the duty, of 7d. per bushe1?156 Why, the Canadian 
would be driven out of the field by American underselling.157 He would 
ask hon. gentlemen to look carefully at the state of the country during 
the last two years. Observe the effect already produced by the free trade 
schemes in driving the trade of Upper Canada to New York instead of Montreal, 
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and then say whether they were disposed to vote for this resolution, which 
would completel58 the destruction already began (sic),159 The fact is, 
that if they are driven to the New York market to sell their produce, they 
wil1160 most probablyl61 there make their purchases, and the whole of 

that trade will, as a matter of course, be lost to the Colony, and it 

must also be naturally expected that where people are accustomed to 

deal, their sympathies will gradually be interested also, He should have 
been happy to hear the hon, member explain what effect this resolution 
would have in creating a market for wool, a most important matter to the 
agriculturalist, as also butter and cheese. If he could conceive that 

the avowed object of the hon. member would be obtained by the opening 

of our ports, namely the increase of prices of agricultural produce, he 
should be happy to vote for it; but as the hon. member had not succeeded 
in making that perfectly clear to his mind, he should oppose it as he 

was convinced it would bring our agriculturists into competition with 
farmers of the United States--a competition which could not be anything 
but ruinous. Inconclusion, he would remark that the introduction of the 
resolution was ill timedl62, premature in the present position of the matter 
now before the American Legislaturel63, as the American Congress had laid 
the reciprocity Bill on the table; and, by late information, it would seem 
that it was very unlikely to be taken up again this session. He would 
therefore move in amendment, 164 that "no action be taken in the matter, 
till our Government had ascertained that the American Legislature had 
sanctioned the similar measure now before it."165 The Americans would 

not come to Canada because the prices were higher in New York, They 

would therefore use their own canals.166 


Mier ar LEA. <...8 Frenchl®? , J'ai eu 4 déplorer que nous ayons été 
appelés si tard a prendre cette mesure en considération. Elle est de 
toute importance pour le pays. Il est a regretter qu'on ne s'en soit 
pas occupé 1'an dernier, alors que le congrés était dans sa grande session, 
Aujourd'hui il n'est que dans sa session de trois mois et il est probable 
que dans une session aussi courte, il ne pourra pas s'occuper d'une mesure 
aussi avantageuse pour ce pays; plus avantageuse encore pour nous que pour 
les Etats-Unis. C'est ce qui me fait déplorer que nous n'avons pas passé 
pluto6t ces résolutions. J'espére qu'ils passeront aujourd'hui. I1 serait 
extraordinaire en effet qu'a deux jours de distance on ptt se metter en 
contradiction, comme nous le ferions si, aprés avoir demandé la liberté 
de naviagtion, nous allions aujourd'hui vouloir de la géne, des restrictions 
dans le commerce. 

Quel est l'objet des résolutions actuelles? C'est, non de vous forcer 
a aller acheter ou vendre aux Etats-Unis, vous serez toujours libres sur 
ce point; mais c'est de vous donner l'’avantage d'avoir deux marchés au 
lieu d'un pour le vente de vos produits. Lorsque l'on considére combien 
est grande la consommation de villes comme celles de New-York et Phila- 
delphie, on s'aperccoit que bien vite le surplus des produits de cette 
colonie trouverait a s'y vendre et augmenterait de prix. Nous pouvons 
porter a New-York nos porduits au quart du prix auquel nous pouvons les 
envoyer en Angleterre. Dés lors toute le différence dans le frét est 
autant de gain en faveur des cultivateurs du pays. Quant 4 la consom- 
mation du surplus des produits d'un pays peut se faire par les villes 
qui existent dans ce pays, alors il a moins besoin de marchés étrangers; 

il peut s'en passer. Mais ce n'est pas dans un pays comme suffit pas 4a 
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l'absorption d'un tiers du surplus de produits de l'agriculture, 

La proximité des lieux bien peuplés ouvre un marché, donne de grands 
avantages aux cultivateurs des environs. New-York est pour nous un marché 
plus rapproché que Londres; Eh! bien c'est New-York qui est notre endroit 
de commerce, notre débouché le plus avantageux, parce qu'il est le plus 
prés. Et dans nos affaires commerciales, il ne faut avoir nullement égard 
a nos relations politiques, mais uniquement au plus ou moins de profits 
que nous pouvons espérer. Or quand on vient acheter chez vous, ou que 
vous pouvez aller vendre vous produits a une petite distance, et, pour 
ainsi dire, a vos propres portes, vous devez nécessairement trouver plus 
d'avantages qu'a aller les vendre au loin. Et c'est l'avantage dont vous 
jouirez, si vous vous ouvrez les marchés américains. 

Pendant assez longtemps il y a eu des barriéres qui séparaient les 
Canadas des Etats-Unis. C'était une large lisiére de foréts, c'étaient 
des chemins impracticables. Mais aujourd'hui que des chemins 4 lisses 
se multiplient, que nous sollicitons l]l'emploi des capitaux pour ouvrir 
avec les Etats-Unis de nouvelles voies de communication, allons-nous 
boucher nos canaux, renverser nos chemins a4 lisses? Cela serait une 
contradiction manifeste que d'un cété, vouloir pour l'encouragement de 
l'industrie des rapports faciles avec nos voisins; et, de l'autre cdété, 
les nullifier, les paralyser par de lourds droits d'entrée. 

La consommation des villes peu nombreuses et peu peuplées que Québec 
et Montréal, et autres villes du Canada, ne suffit pas a consommer 1a 
troisiéme partie des produits agricoles du pays. Et comme c'est 1'étendue 
des demandes que régle le prix des produits, en ouvrant 4 ce surplus de 
nos produits de nouveaux marchés, non seulement nous trouverons 4 les 
vendre plus facilement, mais encore 4 en obtenir de plus grands prix. 

Nous ne sommes pas les ennemis des dollars américains; ils valent 
vieux pour nous que les souverains anglais, si on nous en donne pour une 
plus grande valeur, en échange d'une méme quantité de nos marchandises, 

En facilitant les communications avec les marchés des Etats-Unis, ou 
en général avec ceux qui sont le plus avantageux, nousengageons les 
consommateurs de ces marchés 4 consommer les produits de nos cultivateurs. 
Il y a aussi alors plus de personnes qui s'engagent dans le commerce de 
transport, et ce sont pour nous autant de consommateurs de plus, qui 
s'établissent dans le pays. C'est ainsi qu'en multipliant les classes 
ouvriéres et autres, dans un pays comme celui-ci, ou la nature porte 
le plus grand nombres 4 é@tre cultivateurs, nous encourageons l'agriculture 
en lui donnant par 1a de nouveaux consommateurs. 

L'hon. M. Papineau fait ici quelques remarques sur les avantages que 
devra retirer le commerce des lois de la navigation, etc: (quelque bruit 
dans la Chambre nous empéche de saisir ses paroles.) 11 continue ainsi:-- 
Il y aura donc plus ‘de vaisseaux qui viendront 4a Québec et qui emploieront 
un plus grand nombre d'hommes 4 cette industrie; il se consommera donc 
naturellement une plus grande quantité encore des produits de l'agriculture. 
Mais pour cela il faut que le prix les produits ne soit pas trop élevé. 
Autrement au lieu de s'approvisionner ici, ils s'approvisionneraient au 
dehors. Si au contraire ils ont la faculté d'acheter dans le pays 4 des 
prix modérés, ils le feront. 

Il serait donc impolitique de vouloir, par des moyens artificiels, 
hausser les prix de nos produits. Ce ne sont pas les taxes, ou les tarifs 
de quelque nature qu'ils soient, qui peuvent hausser les prix des denrées 
dans un pays; c'est une consommation réglée, de plus en plus large, qui 
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peut hausser les prix; et c'est dans la liberté de commerce que ce pays 
trouvera cela; ce n'est qu'avec le commerce libre qu'il nous viendra du 
dehors un plus grand nombre de vaisseaux, et conséquemment de consom- 
Mateurs étrangers. Nous aurons alors seulement la chance de détruire 
nos prix de monopole et de les voir remplacer par des prix plus naturels, 
effets certains de la compétition,. 

La crainte de voir les habitants des pays voisins amener des animaux 
pour la consommation du pays qui, dit-on, en a déja trop, est ume crainte 
mal placée. Pourquoi le pays en aurait-il plus qu'il n'en peut connsommer. 
Je dis, au contraire, qu'il en produit moins qu'il ne lui en faut pour sa 
consommation. Autrement une partie des vaisseaux qui viennent dans nos 
ports en prendraient pour les porter dans les marchés de l'Europe. Ce 
n'est qu'avec beaucoup d'acheteurs que nous pourrons avoir de bons prix. 
Quelque mesure que ce soit qui réduise le nombre des acheteurs nuit au 
cultivateur. Et ici, il est bon de remarquer qu'on ne peut pas espérer 
commercer avec un pays et avoir seul tout le profit. Ce serait se supposer 
des luminéres par lesquelles on pourrait toujours faire tomber les autres 
pays dans le piége qu'on voudrait leur tendre. 11 faut supposer les autres 
nations aussi écalairées que soi-méme. Les Etats-Unis surtout ne peuvent 
pas étre trompés ainsi. 

Les américains ont pu applaudir dans leur longue session de l'an 
dernier aux idées de liberté de commerce. Le parti des libres 
échangistes y était en majorité. Il y a maintenant un moment de réaction 
qui tient a des causes particuliéres. La guerre qui a été si glorieuse 
pour les américains, qui les a tant enrichis, a porté au pouvoir le parti 
Whig, parceque le parti commercant voulait la paix avant tout. Le parti 
Whig a été ainsi substitué au parti Démocrate. Et il y a peut-étre un 
peu moins de chances que les doctrines si clairement exposées par le 
dernier gouvernement des Etats-Unis, qui démontre d'une maniére si 
tangible, combien leurs mesures financiéres ont eu de succés, soient 
aujourd'hui adoptées. I1 est 4 craindre qu'il y ait un moment de réaction. 
C'est pourquoi il est plus important que jamais que nous nous montrions, 
amis du libre é@change avec les Etats-Unis. 

Souvent on a dit: il ne faut pas faciliter le commerce américain 
parcequ'ils ne favorisent pas le nétre. Nos américains ne peuvent pas se 
rendre sans taxes sur leurs marchés. 

Cela dépend de traités antérieurs internationaux. I1 y a des traités 
par lesquels on dit: vous ne permettrez pas aux nations étrangéres d'amener 
leurs produits chez vous libres de droits. Et nous avons été considérés 
comme nation, quoique malheureusement nous ne le soyons pas, et qu’on nous 
en nie les priviléges. Néanmoins les termes de ces traités sont jusqu'a 
un point un obstacle 4 ce que les Etats-Unis puissent nous faire de 
pareilles concessions. Si l'entrée aux Etats-Unis de certains des 
articles mentionnés dans ces traités, était libre, il en pourrait résulter 
une diminution dans leurs revenus. Ils ne peuvent pas nous faire des 
concessions qu'ils ne sont pas préts a faire aux autres nations. Mais 
si nous adoptons les résolutions que l'on propose ce soir, les Etats-Unis 
se trouvent engagés envers nous, du moment que les nations de 1'Europe 
resteront avec eux dans de semblables traités. 

On a fait l'observation que les prix 4 New-York sont toujours plus 
élevés que ceux du Canada, en sorte que les américains ne voudront pas 
s'engager dans un commerce dont le profit serait toujours pour nous. 
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Cela est vrai jusqu'a un certain point, mais est-ce dans une année 
de disette, par exemple, les américains n'auraient pas un avantage 4 
recevoir nos blés 4 un prix modéré? Ce ne sont pas les grands prix qui 
font la fortune des cultivateurs. C'est la régularité des profits. Si 
une année ils ont de grands prix et un autre année des profits bien petits, 
cela les mettra dans l'embarras. On s'accoutume durant les bonnes années 
a de grandes dépenses, puis tout 4 coup, on se trouve géné, voila ce qui 
améne la misére. Les colonies surtout sont affectées par les désavantages 
par cette incertitude dans les prix de leurs produits agricoles. Souvent 
un moment d'élan qui leur donne trop de profit, est suivi d'années de 
malaise qui les ruine. Donnez-leur plusieurs marchés et vous leur 
procurerez un prix certain qui les mettra a l'abri de ces réves de fortunes 
qu'on y voit si souvent; les prix qui peuvent leur étre les plus avantageux 
sont ceux qu'ils peuvent obtenir par des moyens naturels. 

Qu'on prenne tous les moyens de faire baisser le prix de nos produits; 
qu'on fasse voir sur les marchés de Québec et de Montréal une grande 
accumulation des produits agricoles comme on en voit sur les marchés 
américains, et vous verrez aussit6t, quand vous aurez la liberté de 
navigation, accourir dans nos ports les vaisseaux Européens et de 
1l'Amérique Espagnole, comme ils accourent aujourd'hui dans le port de 
New-York. Ce qui a attiré les consommateurs dans de pareils cas, c'est 
le bas prix des produits; et le grand nombre de connsommateurs fait la 
richesse de l'industrie agricole. Qu'il y ait dans Québec la méme 
accumulation de produits que dans New-York et vous y verrez la méme 
activité, la méme vie, le méme commerce. Ce qui engage les vaisseaux 
étrangers a porter en aussi grand nombre a New-York, c'est qu'on y trouve 
toujours a bas prix tout ce qu'on peut désirer; c'est 14 ce qui a fait 
de cette ville encore toute jeune, un centre du commerce qui ne le céde 
a peine a Londres méme. Eh! bien donnons-nous le méme avantage en attirant 
chez nous, par la réduction de nos tarifs, une grande accumulation de 
produits de toutes sortes. Publions 4 la face du monde que nous aurons 
toujours sur nos marchés des produits en grande abondance. Vous verrez 
aussit6t affluer les acheteurs sur vos marchés; vous produits agricoles 
atteindront les plus hauts; votre agriculture, votre commerce, votre 
industrie, de toute espéce ne pourront manquer d'en tirer avantage. Baissez 
autant que vous le pouvez vos tarifs, si vous voulez @tre propéres chaque 
fois que vous créez une taxe de cette nature, vous @loignez les acheteurs, 
vous nuisez 4 la prospérité du pays, vous créez des prix de monopoles; 
vous nuisez aux producteurs. Tous les cultivateurs sont marchands; ils 
commercent sur leurs produits; vous leur nuisez donc en diminuant le 
nombre des acheteurs; et c'est ce que vous faites par vos tarifs élevés. Vous 
mettez par 14 tout le commerce entre les mains d'un petit nombre de monopo- 
leurs, qui vous offrent les prix qu'ils veulent pour vos produits; vous n'avez 
que des prix bien minimes. Par une législation plus éclairée nous attire- 
rions ici les négociants étrangers qui, connaissant les besions de l'Europe, 
seraient heureux de venir chercher nos produits. I1 importe peu 4a celui 
qui a faim qu'il se procure ses vivres 4 New-York ou 4 Montréal; tout 
ce qui lui importe c'est de savoir ot il les aura 4 meilleur marché; et 
si on peut les lui donner 4 aussi bas prix, il viendra aussi bien les 
chercher ici qu'ailleurs. 

Les produits, tout considérables qu'ils soient, qui se trouvent sur 
les marchés de New-York ne peuvent pas suffire 4 toutes les demandes. Les 
acheteurs diront donc: puisque nous pouvons tirer des produits du Canada 
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a bon marché au moyen du Lac Champlain et des chemins 4 lisses qui 
bient6t vont é@tre terminés, allons les y chercher, 


La province a maintenant moins de frais a payer pour envoyer ses 
produits sur les marchés de New-York, qu'elle n'en a a payer pour les 
envoyer 4 Londres. Grace 4 notre nouvelle législation, nous nous 
trouverons bientdét maitre d'un des ports de mer les plus avantageux pour 
le commerce qui existent. Est-ce done que ga pourrait @tre 1a pour nous 
un malheur? New-York est le port qui nous offre le plus d'avantages 
commerciaux, parce que c'est notre marché le plus voisin, en méme temps 
que le plus fréquenté. La proposition actuelle ne nous obligeant pas 4 
aller 4 New-York vendre nos produits, mais nous en donnant seulement la 
facilité, il n'y a pas a hésiter dans cette démarche. I1 ne s'agit dans 
le cas présent que de vouloir un peu plus ou un peu moins de liberté, et 
il ne peut y avoir un homme qui se dise: je ne veux pas de cette 
liberté, je veux qu'on me restreigne. Ca serait n'avoir aucune confiance 
en soi que de refuser cette liberté, tandis qu'au contraire ¢a ne serait 
qu'avoir la confiance que convient 4 un homme éclairé que d'accepter cette 
liberté qui ne pourra qu'aider notre industrie et faire honneur 4 notre 
intelligence. 

C'est une question un peu étrangére 4 celle dont il s'agit que celle 
de savoir si on doit encourager nos manufactures par des droits protecteurs. 
Je crois néanmoins devoir dire, puisqu'on a touché 4 ce sujet, que ces 
manufactures ne pourront subsister ici d'une maniére durable que lorsque 
ce sera des circonstances naturelles qui leur auront donné naissance. 

Vous ne pourrez espérer les établir d'une maniére avantageuse que quand 
vous aurez fait en sorte que les prix des vivres et de l'ouvrage soient 
devenus infiniment plus bas qu'ils ne le sont aujourd'hui en Canada. C'est 
surtout lorsque vous aurez établi de la stabilité dans les prix des produits 
agricoles que vous pourrez penser a4 établir des manufactures. C'est cette 
stabilité surtout qui pourra nous donner une agriculture aussi propice 

que le permet notre sol, et non pas une industrie soutenue par des moyens 
artificiels. Vouloir forcer ici 1'établissement des manufactures par 

des lois protectrices, c'est vouloir, par des primes, encourager nos 
habitudes a 1'éléve de ROIS qui mourront au bout d'un ou deux ans. Toute 
entreprise qui ne peut se soutenir que par une législation artificielle 

ne peut durer; elle est condamnée d'avance 4 périr; c'est l'avis de tous 
les écrivains éclairés du jour. La contrebande en fait bient6t justice. 

Si vous voulez parvenir 4 pouvoir établir des manufactures d'un maniére 
durable et avantageuse pour le peuple en général, ayez les rapports com- 
merciaux les plus étendus possibles; mettez-vous en communication avec 

les pays riches et éclairés, surtout avec ceux qui ont un bon systéme 
agricole et tachez de les imiter. 

Mais vous ne pourrez par lutter avec eux! 

Non, pas en tout. Nous dépendrons, par exemple, toujours des américains 
pour avoir des cotons. Mais je dis tout le littoral des Etats-Unis ne 
peut pas lutter avec nous pour la culture du blé, Nous dépendons des états 
voisins pour les fruits; mais ces mémes états dépendent de nous pour les 
grains, depuis Portland 4 la Nouvelle-Orléans. Nous avons plus de blés 
dans les deux Canadas qu'il y en a dans toute cette vaste étendue de pays. 
La liberté de commerce doit étre approuvée par tous les hommes sensés, 
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Les libertés sur tous rapports sont bonnes pour les hommes qui en 
sont dignes. La liberté n'est repoussée que par ceux qui aiment 
l'injustice et qui se disent: avec un petit capital je puis m'enrichir, 
non pas par mon mérite, par mon travail ou mes talents, mais par 
l'injustice envers mes voisins. Une industrie forcée ne peut prospérer 
qu'a détriment d'industries plus désirables. 

Je crois que d'aprés ces considérations générales, on comprendra 
qu'il serait contradictoire de demander la liberté de navigation et 
de nous opposer la proposition qui nous est faite actuellement. La 
seule protection qui soit raisonnable et dont ait besoin le pays dans 
cette circonstance, c'est celle qui diminuerait les prix de frét sur nos 
objets de transports. C'est détruire les prix de monopole, et en mettre 
les profits dans la bourse de nos cultivateurs que de rendre le commerce 
aussi libre que possible. En ouvrant la compétition sur nos marchés 
aux marchands étrangers nous donnons 4 nos classes agricoles le profit 
injuste que nous étions obligés d'accorder au marchand anglais. C'est 
1a le seul encouragement que doit avoir l'agriculteur. Vouloir lui 
donner de l’encouragement par des taxes, c'est une erreur. Les taxes 
sont un mal nécessaire. I1 est nécessaire d'en avoir pour le revenu, 
sans quoi le gouvernement ne saurait se soutenir. Mais on doit d'ailleurs 
les regarder comme un mal qu'il faut éviter autant que possible. Hors 
de la considération du besoin de revenu, toute taxe est un inconvénient, 
qui ne peut faire prospérer un pays, qui ne peut étre utile 4 une 
industrie qu'en nuisant 4 d'autres industries. 

Si on entend par liberté de commerce, qu'il faut faire disparaitre 
les revenus des douanes, je suis loin d'étre en sa faveur. L'utilité 
d'un semblable mesure ne peut dépendre que des lieux et des circonstances. 
Il peut y avoit des pays ow la taxe directe puisse @tre préférable; mais 
un pays comme celui-ci ne souffrirait pas cette taxe. Elle ne pourrait 
pas ici subvenir aux frais du gouvernement. La nature des gens de 
nos institutions ne permet pas de songer a cette taxe. Je n'entends 
donc pas par liberté de commerce pour ce pays une abolition totale 
de tous nos droits de douanes, ce qui nécessiterait le prélévement de 
taxes directes. J'entends par liberté de commerce, la plus grande 
réduction possible sur les droits qui pésent sur cette industrie; 
je veux qu'on ne taxe le commerce, que jusqu'a conncurrence de ce qui 
est nécessaire pour fournir des revenus suffisants pour subvenir aux 
dépenses nécessaires d'un governement vigilant 4 favoriser 1'économie 
dans tous les départements du service public. C'est sous ce rapport 
que je suis ami du commerce libre. Si la société pouvait se passer de 
gouvernement et de taxes, je serais pour le commerce libre dans toute 
la force du mot, c'est-a-dire, pour l'abolition totale de tous droits 
sur les objets de commerce. 

Hors le besoin du governement, comme je l'ai déja dit, toute taxe 
est nuisible; et l'industrie qui prospére au moyen des taxes établies 
en sa faveur ne prospére qu'aux dépens d'autres industries; de méme que 
des taxes prélevées en faveur d'un village ne peuvent @tre utiles 4 
ce village qu'en réduisant la valeur des propriétés du village voisin. 

Je crois que nous ne devons pas perdre de temps, si nous voulons 
tirer les avantages que nous promet cette résolution. Je crois que la 
session du congrés ne sera pas assez longue pour que son action puisse 
correspondre 4 la notre; au moins nous aurons montré au monde que nous 
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savons apprécier de si hautes mesures, nous aurons fait voir 4 la portion la 
plus éclairée du pays voisin, que sous sommes dans la disposition de ne pas 
regarder comme ennemis ceux avec qui nous sommes appelés a4 avoir des rapports 
commerciaux aussi fréquents. Je pense que la mesure que propose l'hon. 
membre est de toute sagesse; elle doublera l'industrie du pays, elle doublera 
les profits que nous donne le commerce des bois; elle haussera le prix non 
seulement de tous nos produits agricoles, mais aménera partout 1' abondance 
et le bien-étre. Dans les pécheries il n'est pas ume personne sur cinquante, 
malgré tous leurs louables efforts, qui ait réussi. La variation continuelle 
des prix de nos produits en a été la cause. La baisse de prix un année leur 
a souvent fait perdre les profits de plusieurs années de travaux les plus 
méritoires. La liberté de commerce remédiera 4 ce mal. Elle empéchera 
l'accumulation de grandes richesses, tout en aussurant l'aisance générale. 

Et moi qui n'aime pas les grandes fortunes, mais qui aime une répartition 
aussi égale que possible des biens, non pas en dépouillant qui que ce soit, 
mais en aussurant 4 tous les mémes moyens de réussite; moi qui aime cette 
aisance universelle qui est accompagnée de l'amour du travail, je crois 
n'est-il pas étonnant que j'approuve des considérations du comité chargé 
d'examiner cette question.168 


MR. WATTS made a few remarks in answer to Mr. Smith, of Frontenac, and 
said thatl69 it had been stated that it would require strong reasons to make 
those in favor of Protection, to change their opinions and this he granted. 

In 1841, the agricultural interests of this country got a protection of 21 
per cent, laid on all articles, the produce of America, 1/0 and the con- 
sequence ... was that the Americans clapt 20 per cent on their produce. 
Before the protection was introduced, the farmer who lived in counties 

near the American markets, derived more from the American Markets than they 
did from the Canadian ones.!/1 No doubt, ((Protection)) was of some importance 
to those farmers who were near the markets of Canada, and it is thought 

that this was a benefit to persons on the Canadian side. The opinion had 
passed away, and they now sought to revert to the old system of free trade. 
The arguments made use of by the hon. member for Kingston, if he understood 
him, were more in favour of free trade than protection. He said that the 
price of wheat was higher in New York than it was here, and yet he said that 
this fact would not be in favour of the Canadian farmer. To him (Mr. Watts) 
it appears that if prices were higher in New York than they were in Canada, 
it must tend to the advance of the Canadian farmer.1/72 Coarse grains were 
very much below what they were in the United States.173 


Hear, hear, from MR. H. SMITH, 174 


MR. WATTS ((Continued:)) He thought that an argument in favour of the 
resolution.175 He did not think that either the States or Canada would 
regulate the price of grain. In his opinion, the European market must 
regulate such prices, whether they were duty on the grain or noti/6 and there 
would be very little if any difference between the markets of the two 
countries.17/ The article of butter, and several others had been for a con- 
siderable time higher in America than in Canada, and were he to refer to 
lumber, those gentlemen engaged in it well know that it was three times 
higher in America than in Canada. He would like not only to see breadstuffs 
admitted duty free; but he would also be in favour of admitting all kinds 
of agricultural implements and implements of husbandry added to the list. 

He would never be in favor of bolstering up an imaginary prosperity, and 
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whether the protectionists thought the country in a position to change its 
policy or not, he firmly believed that it would be for the interest of the 
country to do so. Was it right to protect two or three small manufactories, 
to pay 4d. or 5d. a yard more for their cloth than it could be got in America? 
He might also point them to the protection of distilleries.178 Some years 
agol79 a duty of 2s. a gallon had been put upon whiskey, and he would ask 
had grain risen in price since this duty had been put on?180 At that time 
whiskey was selling for from ls. 3d. to ls. 6d.181 He believed that whiskey 
was selling at the present time at from 3s. 3d. per gallon.182 And had the 
protection enhanced the value of Canadian grain? it had not; and who had 
got the benefit of the protection? the distiller alone, who got 2s. more 
for his article than he got before, without it costing him any more.183 I¢£ 
farmers had to pay 4d. a yd. more for cloth he would like to know whether 
they would receive 3d. a 1b. more for their wool? He saw nothing in the 
measure proposed, but what was conducive to the benefits of the commerce of 
the country generally.184 


MR. FOURNIER in a few words supported the amendment .185 


DR. LATERRIERE asked if the measure before the House was a ministerial 
measure. 186 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS--yes?18? 


DR. LATERRIERE opposed the measure.188 It was desired to establish re- 
ciprocal commerce with the United States. Now he had not had one or two years, 
but thirty years experience, and he knew that Canada always had the disad- 
vantage; for the simple reason that the Canadian climate was not the American 
climate, and that Legislative measures could not make to disappear. Wheat was 
the only thing that could only be sold at a loss. It was only the minority-- 
gentlemen who carried on large lumber manufactories--who complained of agri- 
cultural protection. The vast majority were the farmers, who were in favour 
of them. In England they had been obliged to remove the protection from the 
farmer to obviate the greatest evils; but what evils had Canada to bear. It 
was the business of agricultural farmers to look to their own interests and 
he would therefore vote against the proposition. 189 


MR. STEVENSON was not so sanguine as the hon. member for Lincoln, nor had 
he so much theory: he could but speak of facts that had come under his own 
experience, the most weighty kind of argument on a question of this nature. 
Much had been said in the course of the debate about the advantage of having 
two markets, and no doubt it was very plausible to say, who would not rather 
have two markets than one? but he would ask was it not better to have one 
market worth something than two worth nothing? (Hear, hear.) And even 
granting that we could have two good markets, what good would it do us if. 
two-thirds of our produce would not bear transportation?190 Much of their 
grain would not.191 It was all very well tosay that we may have two markets, 
so that when prices are higher on the other side we can send therel92, and 
that when it was higher here they could send herel93. But let them enquire 
whether this can be the case under the circumstances in which we are placed. 
It may be the case in regard to wheat and flour; he would admit that it had 
been so during the last three years, but with the exception of these three 
years--the years 1845-47--it had not been so since 1820. It might be so 
hereafter--he (Mr. S.) was not able to look into futurity--but admitting 


that the price of wheatl94 and flour might become higher on the other side 
than their own, let them see if they would not lose something, even if 
they gained that market for the articles he had referred to by the proposed 
measure. The District which he had the honour to represent was an agri- 
cultural one.195 (Prince Edward.) It had not been considered the poorest 
in Upper Canada. No more than one-third of the produce of that district 
was wheat, the remainder consisted of rye, corn, barley,196 maize,197 
peas, oats, pork, beef provisions and fruit, and though they might be able 
to send their wheat to the American markets, what was to be done with the 
other two-thirds of their produce which would not bear transportation even 
if there was a market for it, (hear, hear,)198 which there was not; corn 
was lower in the United States than in this country. He had heard a great 
deal about the financial state of the country--that their treasury was not 
in the best state;199 he had even heard it said that it was proposed to 
issue bills of credit; it was true that291 the duty on agricultural 
produce does not amount to a great deal, (hear, hear) but it amounts to 
something. In 1845, £24,000 was collected at the inland ports in Upper 
Canada, but there had been a gradual falling off in 1846, only £13,000 
of this £639202 or a 20th part was collected on flour. This showed that 
for that article at least we had nothing to fear from competition with 
the Americans; but in293 coarser grains it was different, there would be 
large quantities of them sent in.294 The Canadian agriculturists could 
not compete, and must be deprived of the home supply; and all those 
acquainted with the subject must know the difference to the farmer between 
the home supply and having to go to the foreign markets, although 
theorists might be unable to perceive it. He would not say much about 
fruit and apples, but last year they produced £1100; 206 butter and cheese 
were not now imported, but he (Mr. S.) could recollect the time when the 
whole frontier was flooded with the American butter, and our farmers could 
not find a market for their butter and cheese. He would admit that this 
was not the case last year, but he would venture to predict that before 
five or ten years it would be so again; for even during the past year, with 
the high duty, 1574 cwts. of cheese had been brought over the lines, 207 
The animals imported produced a duty of £1500, 208 Now, during all the years 
which these duties have been levied, nine-tenths of it had been on coarse 
grain, an article which we never could send to the other side. In what, then, 
did this reciprocity consist,“99 in nothing but theory,210 for we being 
unable to transport the bulk of our produce to the distant market, all the 
advantage would be on the other side, that was to say if this mis-named 
Reciprocity Bill was ever passed, 211 They could not send their peas, for 
instance, to New York, what would they get for them 12, 

A voice--you will get a dollar a MEP Meet 

MR. STEVENSON ((continued:)) The same reasons for imposing duties on 
American produce exist now that existed in 1842-3, when, as had been observed, 
a measure for imposing them had been passed almost unanimously and he was con- 


fident the agriculturalists of Canada would feel 30,714 The duties ... had 
benefited the country, and he believed that most of the gentlemen opposite 
had voted for them. ... It was well enough to allow wheat and flour to come 


in; but the measure would destroy their market, for the coarse grains which 
could not bear the expense of transportation of the American market. Hon. 
member seemed to think that Free Trade was a panacea for all the evils which 
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existed in the country; but he would like to ask why he found that in?15 
the city of Montreal216 for instance217 such a large number of stores and 
warehouses were occupied, and offered at rents 50 per cent less than they 
had brought for many years?218 Many of them could not be let at all, and 
remained unoccupied, what was the cause219? 


A voice from the Opposition--"It's Free Tradeniee 


From the Ministerial side--"No, it's the want of pestle ces 

MR. STEVENSON ((continued:)) Had the number of inhabitants decreased-- 
had they, ggused to export, had they ceased to import--had they ceased to 
produce?~ What had become of the trade that formerly supported Montreal? 
Has, in short, Canada dwindled in population, wealth and production? He 
thought not; but the answer was clear and evident--the decline of trade in 
Montreal was owing to but one cause--free trade. (Cheers and ironical 
cheers.) 223 The trade had left its natural channel, and gone south; and 
how was it if the markets on the other side were higher and better than 22h 
their own; that they had sent beef, butter, cheese, &c., to their markets. 
The hon. member, in conclusion, declared his intention of opposing a measure 
such as was contemplated by the ministry, as being contrary to the: interests 
of his constituents, and the whole Province. 


MR. EGAN said that hon. gentleman who opposed the resolution, attri- 
buted the present depressed state of Montreal to free trade.226 ((He)) 
would like to know what free trade had to do with the depression that had 
existed in Canada.*27 He would take the liberty of pointing out to the hon. 
gentlemen that if this resolution had been carried through some years since, 
and if the people of Upper Canada had been alive to their own interests 
and enjoyed the blessings of reciprocity, this depression would not now 
exist.228 But they could not send their wheat to the United States, because 
there was a duty of 20 per cent on it, but they been allowed to send it 
to the United States market, instead of sending it down to Montreal229, 
they could have been able to avail themselves of the favourable prices in 
the United States, and would have put upwards of half a million in their 
pockets, which would be still in the country230, which they had otherwise 
lost.231 But he would beg hon. gentlemen to look upon the subject in 
another point of view, and, taking the article of pork--which was one of 
a good deal of importance to his constituents 2 of which they were large 
consumers » aS an example, ask them if it were not too much to expect 
that they should pay twelve shillings duty per barrel on that article for 
the gratification of a class of people who, not having the stock then- 
selves, and not disposed to produce it, still cry out for protection?34 on 
everything, whether it did them good or not.235 The hon. member for Prince 
Edward asked what should they do with their corn in the event of this 
resolution passing? He would tell the hon. gentleman what the people of 
Lower Canada would do with it--the Upper Canadians might do as they chose, 
but the Lower Canadians would sell it in Montreal; for, by a paper he held 
in his hands, he found that the duty paid on236 American grain alone, 
imported into Montreal, amounted during the past year to £1,500. It 
would perhaps be as well for the people of Lower Canada to imitate the 
example of the Western Americans who make Pork of their corn, and make 
it carry its weight to market on its own legs. 238 Members opposite had 
spoken about the vast amount of cattle that would be introduced, but they 
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had forgotten to speak of the large number of horses taken by the Americans, 
He did not wish to trespass on the patience of the House, but he would 
remark with reference to the slight value set by an hon. gentleman opposite 
on the availability of sending our produce to the States in case of prices 
ranging higher there than in Montreal, that he did not imagine that hon. 
gentleman would send down his wheat to Montreal at 4s. if it were possible 
for him to enter the American market and there obtain a dollar.240 Under 
all circumstances he considered it would be better for them to have two 
markets.241 And in conclusion he would express a hope that hon. members 
from Lower Canada would not allow themselves to be carried away by bunkum 
speeches, under the impression that this resolution by introducing Free 
Trade would injure the Montreal trade forsooth. 24 


MR. H. BOULTON was in favour of the Resolution. His constituency 
was an agricultural one, and they were in favor of both free trade and 
reciprocity. People in arriving at a conclusion on this question ought 
to look at the condition and character of the country. 244 This was an 
agricultural country, and it had been said that it had risen an an 
exporting country; but, as a principle, every exporting was also an import- 
ing country. 245 This was an opinion which he had long held and endeavoured 
to enforce on the attention of the British House of Commons in 1826.246 
Why was it that Quebec had not been in the receipt of more than what it had 
been, it was because the ships which came to Quebec were not certain of 
getting freight. But if the large American surplus came to this country, 
it would give them a large surplus; and if it was certain that there was a 
large surplus, it would induce foreign vessels to come there. And they 
should, therefore, do all in their power to induce the neighbouring States 
to send all their produce through their channels to their ports; and these 
remarks applied to all bread stuffs.24’ He would look at vegetables. 
The market of America for vegetables was much better than that of Canada, 
consequently they need not be afraid of the Americans sending vegetables 
into Canada, more especially as the Erie Canal held out so many inducements 
for them to take them to their own markets, where better prices could be 
obtained.248 They would find that New York would afford a much better and 
higher market than they could get here. Fruit was not a matter of very 
great importance, but he must admit that they grew a little better fruit 
in the States than in Canada. Let them refer to cattle, and he thought 
that Canadians would not be found far behind the Americans in raising 
cattle. At the last Agricultural show at Buffalo, Canada did not play 
second fiddle249. 


An hon. member--''Canada carried off the ee 


Hear, haseee 

MR. H. BOULTON ((continued:)) Well if Canada could carry off the 
prize in beef, what had they to fear from reciprocity. Mutton was next, 
and he was told by a gentleman the other day that he had seen a quarter of 
mutton which weighed 50 lbs. This need not make hon. gentlemen afraid of 
competition. Hides stood next, and he saw no reason why raw hides shoute 
not be imported, if we can get them cheaper in the States than here.222 
The admission of raw hides would encourage their manufacturers, He now 
came to wool. The wool of this country was, it was well know (sic), 
peculiarly adapted to coarse cloth, and although he was not in favour of 
much protection, he would have almost been in favour of some protection. 
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Their manufactures were small, but they could equal the Americans, and even 
undersell them, and they could take their cloth to the United States, pay 
the duties on it, and still make something handsome upon it, and it was not 
likely the Americans would send any cloth here, when they could get better 
prices for it in their own market.253 Of this fact he was informed by a 
manufacturer lately.254 He next came to butter. He was as fond of bread 
and butter as anybody (laughter), and he thought it could be as well and 
cheaply made as in the States; and so could cheese.255 Horns he knew nothing 
about. (Hear, hear.)256 He now came’to25/ Salt Beef and Pork. He saw 

no reason to keep ((them)) out, for as had been remarked by the hon. member 
for Ottawa, it was hard that a duty on manufactured timber to the amount of 
£7,000, should be laid upon it 58 to protect a few farmers in Upper and 
Lower Canada, who would not use his grain to feed his pigs, in order that 


they might produce pork for the Lumberer, ... a most important point2°9, 
Ores were of little poner enks unless they brought some of the gold from 
California.--(Laughter.)2 O Lumber came next. He thought it would be 


of great advantage to the country if the duty on timber was taken off, as 
there was little or no pine grown on the North West side of the United 
States, and even of what they _had it was known that the price for driving 
&c., was three times as great at New York263 as it was in Canada. If 
the duty were taken off Staves and Timber he thought it would conduce to 
the interests of the people of Canada.2©4 The hon. member then concluded 
by  eeae that he saw nothing in the measure which would not benefit the 
country. 5 It was a truth that all free countries prospered best, and 
those who had opened their ports to the commerce of the world had been 
the most prosperous. 266 Venice, the Hans Towns and Holland, all because 
they were the first who opened their ports to the world. 267 


MR. CAMERON said, this was he considered one of those vitally important 
measures, upon which every man ought fearlessly to express his opinion, It 
was a question which the country would decide upon hearing, and on which 
they had a right to be zealous and impatient. He was not surprised at the 
opposition to this measure from some gentlemen from Eastern Canada on the 
article of cattle.268 But he was astonished that any persons from Upper 
Canada, more especially those from agricultural Districts should oppose, 
when the people from one end of Upper Canada to the other were in favor of 
it;269 he confessed when he heard the hon. member for Prince Edward speaking 
against it, he was as much surprised as if he heard the Speaker of this 
House declaiming against the Catholic religion or the French language, 

The whole bill was needed, but there were, however, certain trades2/0 72 
such as the lumber trade?/l which seemed to require this bill particularly, 
The quantity of sawed lumber manufactured in Upper Canada was immense2/3, 
There were, he found a very large number of saw mills in the Province, 

over 1400,274 which manufactured above 150,000,000 feet of timber annually, 
which was worth over £300,000 most of which would be sent to the United 
States.275 In the District of Prince Edward alone he found there were 43; 
for his own part he would not like to fall into the hands of his constituents 
after making such remarks as he had heard. (Hear, hear.) But according 

to the promise of the hon. member, he believed he should be able to convert 
him to vote for this measure that evening. He had spoken of Indian corn 

as a thing too soft2/® for exportation to the United States,2// yet it was 
carried to Ireland, and was taken to Hudson Bay for consumption there, It 
did, therefore, seem somewhat soft to speak thus of corn.2/8 Beans and 
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Peas was another thing upon which the hon. gentleman seemed willing 

to base the entire argument. He said they were soft too, Well, there 

was a gentleman in the House who had that year sent pease (sic) to Cincin- 
nati; all the way up stream; so that they could certainly go to New York, 780 
The Peas sent to Cincinnati realized $14, while at the very same time 

Peas were selling in Toronto for ls. 6d. a bushel. The hon. Member had 
admitted that Wheat would for the last two or three years, have been 
profitable, 281 indeed he could not have been anywhere in Upper Canada 
without hearing the complaints of farmers who had to sell their wheat 

from 6d. to 9d. less than so could get at a stone throw from them282 on 
the other side of the river. 83 The hon. member, however, spoke of that 
as something accidental, instead of regarding it as the consequence of the 
changes in England--changes which had been produced by the resolution of 
the mass of the people no longer to submit to the protection which was 
imposed, not for the colonist; but for a few individuals of the Mother 
Country. People here thought it a great boon, however, to have the diffe- 
rential duties taken off, although instead of anything being taken off, 
duties were put on, till a high tariff was in fact built up.--284 And as 
to Ores, it was notorious the Montreal Mining Company had sent large quan- 
tities of Ore to Baltimore, 285 and that in preference to England, because 
the price was no less than £3 per ton higher in the one place than the 
other. Next year thousands of tons would be sent there2®© if the duty was 
removed.287 So that the duty was a matter of no little consequence. 288 

OR the dullness and depression289 the shutting of the shops was not caused 
by free trade, for there had been no free trade. If there had been, the 
people would not have been tied up and hampered as they have been. The 
article of hay had never been sold for more than 3s. 9d. or 4s. in Canada, 
until a few years ago, when a trade was opened with the United States, and 
now thousands of barrels were sent there at $2. 


MR. HOLMES remarked that the hon. member for Prince Edward Island had 
spoken on the soft article of Indian corn being sold in Ohio for 15c. per 
bushel. The hon. member was in error; for the last two years Indian corn 
had never been lower than 25 to 30 cent, and but for the odious navigation 
laws, we would lay down that article in Ireland cheaper that the people 
from New York. The hon. member had shown that 10,000qrs. of corn had 
paid duty for coming into Canada; but he had omitted to state that it was 
not sent for consumption, but to be re-exported to the United States, where 
it could be laid down by the Canadian Canals cheaper than by way of 
the United States. Therefore, that fact was a proof of the advantage of 
these canals. The hon. member also291 had spoken about the large amount 
of their coarse grains, which in his opinion required protection, because 
it was too soft or bulky to be exported292 and therefore it could not seek 
the higher market of the United States. But if these things could not bear 
transportation, surely the argument cut both ways. If Canada could not 
send those grains to the United States, the latter could not send them to 
Canada. But what was the fact?293 He had read the prices both in Montreal 
and New York294. Out of the whole list of articles, on the average of five 
years, there was one-namely, moss pork--which did not bear a higher price 
on the sea board in Montreal and Quebec. The hon. member here gave the 295 
average prices of wheat, flour, pearl ashes, &c., in proof of his assertion. 
Wheat here had never exceeded 5s. 6d., in New York 6s. 43d. had been given 
for it. On flour there was a difference of a dollar a barrel in favour of 
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New York, Ashes held in Montreal for 27s, at New York for 29s, and peas, 
while it was said that they had sold at Toronto for ls, 6d, were now selling 
for 5s. 6d.29© to 5s. 10d.297 at New York. It was to his own knowledge that 
peas had been exported from Montreal to Cincinnati298 where they were sold 
at a very remunerative price299 and if they could be exported there they 
could be exported to New York.300 Then of timber: it was clear that if 
this bill were passed, and the necessary means taken for carrying on the 
trade, that branch of the traffic with the United States would be as 301 
extensive, and more valuable, than their lumber trade with?02 Liverpool. 
Canada exported timber to Liverpool in the rough state, whereas it was 
all cut timber that was sent to the United States204. Instead of a tree 
producing $10, it would thus yield $30 or $40, and the difference would go 
to the pockets of Canadian labourers. 2 Every one of their streams would 
be shaded with sawing mills.396 Yet that at present, would be burdened 
with duties on the articles necessary for getting timber out. This307 

mess pork, an article extensively used in the trade, 308 was not selling 

for $4 a barrel in Montreal more than in the United States; and why? 
Because a duty of lls. 3d. per barrel was laid upon that article, which 

it was impossible to produce in Canada--Though pork was produced in 
abundance, there was none produced of a quality necessary for lumberers. 

On that article alone the lumber trade paid six or seven thousand pounds 
per annum--Mess pork was not produced except in very small quantities, for 
out of one hundred barrels inspected, there was hardly more than five per 
cent of mess quality .309 The causes which had led to the depression in 
Montreal, which had been spoken about, was not to be attributed to free 
trade or protection. 1 He was not aware, however, that any one article 
was admitted on the basis of free trade. The difficulty which had existed, 
was not a consequence of free trade nor of protection, but of the losses 

on provisions sent to Europe in consequence of the Irish famine, of which 
the prices31l1 two years ago312 ran down very suddenly,313 The Irish famine,.., 
turning out not so extensive as at first thought to be, occasioned a sudden 
depression in prices, and flour bought here for 37s. or 38s. was sold at 
Liverpool for 18s. or 19s. The amount of the losses thus sustained by their 
merchants, from that source alone, amounted to between two and three hundred 
thousand pounds.314 On the timber trade it was probably as much; and 
these, with the subscriptions to the railroads and telegraphs, made an 
amount of capital sunk, for the present, in an unproductive manner, which 
could not have failed to cripple the commercial communities of Montreal 

and Quebec. As to the imports and exports, he was not aware that they 

had been less in Montreal and Quebec during the last three years than in 
any similar period, 315 


MR. WILSON would suppose that a farmer was directed peremptorily to 
plant corn (Indian) on a piece of low flat land, and sow grass on another 
portion of dry soil totally unfit for it. Would not the farmer exclaim 
against such an order as arbitrary and tyrannical, and claim the right of 
sowing his crop on the peculiar description of soil fit for it? Now the 
world is nothing more than a farm on a large scale, and the various countries 
on its face are, as it were, the fields thereof. Every country is naturally 
fitted by its soil and climate for the production of some particular article; 
and, as a matter of course, it becomes the interest of the country to cultivate 
its peculiar product to the greatest advantage, for the purpose of trading 
with such products of other countries as it may require. That he conceived 
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to be the broad principle; but, taking a narrower view of it, with 

reference to the subject immediately before the House, namely, the pro- 
position to repeal the duties on all breadstuffs, he would remind hon, 
members that on the first day of this month, our protection in the 

English market would be reduced to one shilling per quarter. Experience 
shows that the price in this country, except in case of great calamity, 
depended upon the prices of grain in Europe. But in some cases prices 

in the United States would have also a great effect upon our markets if 

a reciprocity bill were once passed. His hon. friend, the member for 

Prince Edward, had jested at the idea of two markets being any benefit to 
the Canadian. Now according to his opinion, instead of being a subject for 
jest it would be a great advantage, for he could remember well, and he 
supposed his hon. friend could also remember, that not very long since there 
was among the merchants of Montreal a sort of compact by which they were 
enabled to give just what price they pleased. Did the hon. gentleman suppose 
that if the monopoly were here broken up by the opening of another market 

to the Canadians, such a state of things could exist. Quite the contrary; 
the Montreal merchants would conduct themselves as politely as possible, in 
which they would, as a matter of course, have to compete with the merchants 
of New York. With respect to the article of fruit, which is mentioned in 
the resolutions, he would merely remark that the whole country is being 
covered with orchards, and he was confident that in the course of ten years, 
instead of importing, we will, in reality, supply that country with fruit. 
With respect to the article of corn, which was brought forward by the hon. 
member for Prince Edward, as an article for which it is necessary to procure 
a home market, in consequence of its being too soft for exportation; he 
imagined that the hon. gentleman had made a mistake, as it is transported 

in large quantities to Ireland; but, at all events, such an argument would be 
of no force after the completion of the railroads, as even apples might then 
be transported to the American towns without damage. But, in reality, corn 
is not adapted well to our climate, as to that of the United States, and 

it will, perhaps, be as well to cultivate some other grain its stead (sic). 
The next thing to be considered is the article of cattle. Now, all that is 
required in Canada, is that the people should get a better breed of cattle, 
feed them better, and take better care of them, to enable us to compete 
successfully with any people in that article.--There is very little fear 

of being rivalled in that respect, when we remember that at the agricultural 
fair at Buffalo, in spite of all the bragging by the American papers of the 
superiority of their cattle, the people who took cattle over from this side, 
to the astonishment of all present, carried off several prizes. The hon. 
member then touched lightly on the several articles named in the resolutions, 
advocating the repeal of the duties thereon, and concluded with observing, 
that if hon. members were aware that seven-eights of the articles included 
in the resolutions were exported to the United States, and that the country 
lost 20 per cent on their value, in consequence of the high duties levied 

on the other side, they would be disposed to do all in their power to urge 
on this so much desired reciprocity, and keep the 20 per cent in the country 
instead of putting it in the pockets of the American official. 


MR. WETENHALL, as the representative of an agricultural county, wished to 
say a few words on this subject, although the hon. member for London-~-as 
was often the case--had gone over the whole ground and said nearly all he 
had to say. He (Mr. W.) fully agreed in the remarks the hon. member had made, 
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and would state briefly some of the reasons for which he should support the 
resolution before the chair, he should do so, because he believed it would 
be a great advantage to the agriculturists of Canada, and particularly to 
those agriculturalists who had done him the honour of electing him as their 
representative. In his (Mr. W's) county, which was one of the best wheat 
growing sections in Canada, perhaps inferior to none, a great deal of the 
wheat, for the last three years, had found its way to the United States, 
Last year, when he returned home, he met one of the largest wheat growers, 
living in his county, who had just returned from Rochester, who told him 
that his brother-in-law, who resided there, had sold his wheat for 10s. 6d. 
(York) in Rochester, which made a difference of 3s. 6d. York per bushel, 

or 2s. 3d. currency, than if he had sold it in Canada, and this had occurred 
to all the wheat growers in his part of the country; upwards of 200,000 
bushels of wheat found its way last year to the American market. He would 
state, without fear of contradiction, that he believed we grew as a good 
wheat in Canada, as they do in the United States--the wheat grown on the 
borders of Lake Ontario was fully equal to that celebrated wheat grown on 
the Genesee Falts. At the exhibition at Cobourg, he (Mr. W.) heard a large 
American wheat grower state that the samples of wheat exhibited at Cobourg, 
were superior to any Genesee he had ever seen, and he also said that if the 
duties were taken off, we should have American buyers with their money, 
coming over ready to buy our produce, and if they had the merchants of 
Montreal and Quebec, as well as those from the United States coming to the 
lake ports to buy our wheat, we should get fairer prices for our own grain 
than we have heretofore; and they would not be as so many have been during 
the last three years--losing from £50 to £250 on a single article. Then, 
with regard to cattle, they had been told by the gentleman opposite that if 
these resolutions were passed, the market for our cattle would be destroyed. 
Now, he, (Mr. W.) was quite of a contrary opinion, for it was a notorious 
fact that in Upper Canada the stall-feeding of cattle had almost entirely 
gone into disuse, and that from no other reason than because our markets 
here are not sufficiently remunerative. Two years ago he (Mr. W.) saw some 
cattle on their way to the Boston market, the person in charge of which told 
him they were already sold in the Boston market at eight dollars per one 
hundred lbs. He stated that the cost of transport from 50 miles west of 
Buffalo to Boston, with his expenses there and returning would amount to 
about one dollar per 100 1lbs., so that in fact he received for his cattle 
seven dollars per 100 lbs.; whereas at the same period, cattle fetched in 
the Toronto and Hamilton markets only four dollars and a half; so that if 
the Canadian farmer had been able to make use of the Boston market, he could 
send his cattle quite as cheaply as the farmer living fifty miles from 
Buffalo, and instead of receiving four dollars and a half, would receive 
seven dollars which made a great difference to the farmer. At the agricultural 
fair at Buffalo, at which he (Mr. W.) was present, he had no hesitation in 
Stating that the stock exhibited by Canadians, with the exception of horses, 
was not inferior to the Americans. (Hear, hear.) At the fair at Cobourg, 
the President of the New York State Agricultural Society told them that it 
was no use to cross the lines to get stock for we have better stock than 
they have. He thought, therefore, that farmers of Canada would be benefitted 
by obtaining the markets of the United States, in nine years out of ten 

they would probably get higher prices for their wheat, cattle and other 
produce than they do now. Then with regard to wool, he had not had any cash 
offered for his wool, and he had been a farmer for 16 years, except from 
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American buyers. Farmers generally had their wool manufactured, because 
there were no wool buyers, but within the last year a merchant in Toronto 
had collected a large quantity of wool which he had taken over at Buffalo, 
and sold, after paying the duty, at a very handsome profit; he thought, 
therefore, that if the American market were open to our wool, the Canadian 
farmer would suffer no disadvantage, With regard to what fell from the hon, 
member for Frontenac, he could not help smiling when he heard him say that 
he was a Protectionist. He heard a great many gentlemen who called them- 
selves Protectionist, but he never saw one who was not in fact a Free 
Trader (hear, hear.) Those who cried out most for Protection, if they 
wanted an article, would go into the market and buy the cheapest one they 
could get without any regard to where it was made or how it came there 
(hear, hear) and they would buy even smuggled goods (laughter) and all 
their clothes and furniture were made out of the Colony--they would be 

far more consistent if they would cry out less for protection and do more 
for the encouragement of native manufactures. He cordially supported the 
resolution. 317 


MR. STEVENSON, in reply>1® to the observations made about their corn 
being too soft to bear transportation?19 said that it was well known that 
it was impossible to carry the produce of Canada to New York without adding 
a heavy per centage on the cost.229 He had been for twenty years in the 
country, and he never saw them produce Corn which was hard enough to bear 
transportation, unless it was kiln-dried and asked if the price of Beef was 
also so high in New York and Boston, how was it that the Americans.¢ me in 
here now, and paid such a high duty to get their cattle sold here.” All 
articles which could not bear a long transportation was (sic) sent to the 
highest market. He believed that there were Merchants in the House, and men 
of common sense too, who were as likely to Judge of the effects of the 
resolution as those on the opposite side.322 He did not think it was a very 
commercial thing for to send Peas from Lower Canada to Cincinatti, when there 
was thousands of bushels to be got in Upper Canada. 323 Why did they not 
send them to Montreal? The hon. member for Montreal had told them that 10,000 
quarters of grain had been brought into Canada from the United States, and 
had to be sent back again. That wheat, however, was not sent here for the 
sake of consumption, but was merely taken up the hill and down again, paying 
duty both ways. That seemed a most improbable operation, He had previously 
referred to the present state of Montreal, and in answer to this it was 
stated that the imports of last year were as large as formerly, One thing 
he might mention as leading to this and he supposed it was the first instal- 
ment in free trade; he believed that the present state of trade in Montreal 
was owing to extensive losses which had been sustained in shipment of flour 
from Montreal and timher from Quebec. 324 


MR. HOLMES said that the hon. gentleman who had just sat down seemed 
to impugn the statement he had made respecting grain which had been brought 
here from the United States and sent back again, having paid a duty in coming 
into Canada and paying another duty when it was sent back again. He must 
say that the hon. gentleman had been speaking about a matter he knew nothing 
about. The grain was brought here in bond and neither paid duty in coming 
or going.--(Hear, hear.) He also thought it strange that peas should have 
been sent from Lower Canada to Cincinnati, but he might be allowed to remark 
that the soil of that country was not calculated to grow peas, and there had 
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been a large emigration there of a class of persons who had been in the habit 
of using peas as an article of food, such as the Germans, Hanoverians, &c, 
These people created a demand for them; and they had been sent and the 
speculation paid well.325 


MR. STEVENSON said that he had been charged with speaking about what he 
knew nothing of, but he had taken the statement made by the Solicitor 
General for Lower Canada, who said that 10,000 bushels of wheat had been 
admitted into Canada, for which duty had been paid, 326 


MR. FLINT, in supporting the resolution, said, he did so because he 
believed that the inhabitants of the country were in favour of it. What- 
ever>2/ little328 he might know respecting the other articles, he thought 
he could speak229 a little330. (Hear.) During the last year there had 
been one hundred and fifty million feet of sawn lumber sent to the United 
States, which in ordinary years 31 would be worth on the average $8 a 
thousand feet, which would amount to £300,000; on this timber the lowest 
duty was 3s. 9d. per 1000 feet, amounting altogether to332 £28,112. Against 
this we received as import duties on articles from the States, the sum of 
about £15,000. He would advert to the carrying trade, which seemed to have 
been overlooked by other hon. gentlemen. Were a measure of reciprocity 
entered into, 233 vessels would come to Quebec and Montreal, and take lumber 
to Boston and New Y., he felt assured that the vessels of Upper Canada 
would take the whole of the carrying trade in taking timber from the St. 
Lawrence to the United States. It would also bring into operation a 
superior description of vessels, 334 Take, for instance, a vessel drawing 
eight feet of water, of sufficient dimensions to carry 200,000 or 250,000 
feet of timber. The price for freight from Canada to New York is on an 
average, $9 for 1000 feet. This would give to a vessel from £450 to £560 
per trip. The voyage to New York is made generally in from 16 to 20 days, 
including the time occupied in transhipment at Oswego and Albany, where 
much hurt is sustained by the timber. Vessels going by the sea board 
round New York could perform the voyage in about the same time and at less 
expense, as the timber had to be piled at each place of transhipment, for 
which a charge of ls. 3d. is made for piling each thousand feet, and it 
was often the case that in so doing planks got split, which rendered them 
next to valueless. Now, were an improved description of ships to be used 
in this trade, they might be enabled to get a return cargo at New York, and 
could return by the St. Lawrence, which would enable them to take freight 
at a cheaper rate than could be done by American vessels, as the freight 
for lumber would enable them to convey at a cheaper rate than vessels which 
did not possess this advantage. This was a matter of pounds, shillings, and 
pence, and would enable the people of Canada to bring the eagles from the 
United States. He did not mean those eagles which went soaring in the air, 
but the golden eagles which would clink in their pockets, (Laughter.) 

An honourable gentleman had spoken about335 their having no market for their 
rye336, but rye could be ground into flour and sent to the lower ports. 

He had sold rye flour, for which he had received from ls. 3d. to 2s, 6d, 
within the price he had obtained for fine flour. Oats were commanding good 
cash prices, and he knew some millers who were doing well in corn,--in fact, 
he had been told by one that in one little operation alone, he expected to 
make £100. He was aware that some counties in Canada West did not grow much, 
for he believed that the large distillery at Belleville would consume in 
three months all the corn grown in the county. He thought that it would be 
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much better, if, instead of feeding the distilleries with the coarse grains, 
they were to commence feeding cattle. (Hear, hear.) He had seen a gentleman 
lately who had bought 88 head of cattle for the American market, and who was 
enquiring after the difference to make up 100. He asked how much he was 
giving a head. The gentleman told him he could afford to give eight dollars 
but if the duty were off he could afford from 14 to 15 dollars33/’ for each 
cow. 23 (Hear, hear.) 339 


MR. STEVENSON.--And how much for esivaste” 


MR. FLINT.--They had no calves in his cls Care All the calves, I 


believe, belong to your district. (Great laughter.) He would now make a 
remark or two on the ores of Canada.342 Their country was rich in ores343. 

In the district to which he belonged, they had sufficient iron ore to serve 

the furnaces of the country for the next thousand years344 and a thousand 

years after that again345, so rich that they could take it from the ground 

and put it on the anvil and beat it into a nail. It contained about 85 per 346 
cent., a description which they could not compete with in the United States, 


DR. NELSON represented a rural constituency, and he was happy to_state 
that, with a few exceptions, he cordially supported the resolution 
before the House. He had the opportunity lately of seeing some of the most 
intelligent 248 of his constituents, and he had been asked by them to support 
in the fullest manner the system of reciprocity which was about to be intro- 
duced.349 There could be no doubt but that the St. Lawrence would soon have 
the supplying of the Eastern States with flour, and he trusted that there 
would soon be a chain of canals from this to New York, by means of a short 
canal from Longueuil to Chambly. He had been told by a gentleman from the 
United States, that if the bill was passed, the stock would ail be taken 
up in the States in a month. The hon. member then proceeded to take up 
each of the articles, and to compare them with the prices and production 
of them in the United States?29. We could not hear that hon, gentleman 
distinctly, but we understood him to argue strongly in favour of full and 
free reciprocity with the United States, as being a measure which would be 
of great importance both to Upper and Lower Canada. 351 aa concluded 
by stating his intention of supporting the resolution.? 


MR. CHAUVEAU then rose and moved that the committee rise, report on 
progress, and ask leave to sit again. 353 


Cries of no, no.354 
; Be ek eB) 
The amendment was put and lost, only half a dozen members voting for it. 
MR. CAYLEY made a few remarks, the purport of which we could not hear, 
but the hon. member appeared, as far as we could learn, to be opposed to the 
passing of the resolution at that moment, when there did not appear to be any 
chance of its passing the American Congress.° 2 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MERRITT stated, in reply, that the resolution had passed 
through the House of Representatives and was at this moment before the Senate 
for consideration. If that were the only objection he had to the resolution, 
he (Mr. M.) therefore confidently expected that he would vote for it, after the 
statement he had just made.39/ 


COL. PRINCE.--It has not passed the Senate.358 
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MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MERRITT.-—-No. But it is popes that if we pass this 
resolution, it will urge the Senate to do the same. 39 


MR. NOTMAN took occasion in a few remarks to state that his county was 
the largest in Upper Canada. A finer farming district did not exist in any 
part of Canada, and it was inferior neither to the County of Halton or the 
district of Gore. The whole of that fine County was, he knew, in favour 
of this bil1.360 


COL. PRINCE said he would not dwell long upon a subject which had been 
very able handled by parties on both sides of the House, and therefore 
nothing was left for him to say. But he was anxious to explain why he 
should vote for the amendment of the hon. Member for Frontenac, he himself 
being an advocate of Free Trade, and of all abolition of all duties between 
this country and the United States, provided the principle of reciprocity 
be acted on by that country. He had no doubt whatever in his mind, that 
Upper Canada in general approved of the measure advocated by the Resolution 
of the President of the Council, and that the majority of the people of the 
Western District did the same; and were essentially Free Traders. He also 
had no doubt they were advocates for a much more familiar intercourse with 
the people of the United States in all matters of commerce and agricultural, 
as well as other matters, and in those feelings he (Col. P.) very largely 
participated. But he was no advocate for hurrying through that House the 
Resolution of the President of the Council. He was desirous of waiting a 
little, and of learning, as soon we must learn, the result of the deliber- 
ations in the Senate of the United States upon this all important measure. 
Let them decide first whether they will grant reciprocity or not. He 
(Col. P.) had read the debates so far; many were in favour of it--many 
against it; and those against it argued that the whole benefit was on one 
side, and that we were over anxious to pass the measure. He therefore 
asked the House to pause, and if Congress passed the measure, then to 
pass one similar to it--if they rejected it, then we should remain as we 
were. But should the amendment be lost in that House, as he gathered from 
the general tone of the debate it would be, then he should at once vote 
for the Resolution, as well as for Free Trade whenever that question came 
up for debate. He would urge also another reason for a short delay. 
Although, as he before said, he had no doubt that the Western District, 
as well as Upper Canada generally, were in favor of the measure; yet it 
was somewhat strange that no petition has been forwarded to the House upon 
this important subject. He had, however, been this day informed that the 
country was not agitating the question, and that in Toronto and the Home 
District large and influential meetings were about to be convened, with 
the view of expressing their opinions; and he (Col. P.) therefore thought 
it due to Upper Canada, as well as to themselves, that a little time 
should be allowed for the further consideration of the subject, especially 
as a decision must be arrived at during the present Session, and more 
especially as no final action here would controul that of Congress, who 
(though some hon. members thought the contrary) would certainly decide the 

question, so far as they are concerned, without consulting us. 


MR. SOL. GEN. DRUMMOND fancied some persons supposed that the vote on 
this subject would pledge them for Free Trade or Protection. He thought that 
all parties would be at liberty to do as they pleased, if the Americans 
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did not pass the Act. When he was first elected, he had told his con- 
stituents, who were much in favour at that time of Protection on cattle, 
that he could only go for Protection so long as the Americans continued 

the duties on their side. Since that time he was happy to say that his 
constituents had become, in general, quite ready to admit American produce, 
if the Americans would admit Canadian produce. Some few of them were even 
ready to have Free Trade, even if the Reciprocity could not be obtained. 
The truth was that even in Lower Canada, the produce of grain was very 
much greater in proportion than that of cattle. In 1830 the parish of 
Varennes had shipped no less than 50,000 qrs. of grain from the quay. 

At present there were numerous mills along the lines, whose proprietors 
came into the seignories and bought corn which after being ground they 
warehoused along the line, selling it to parties who came across and took 
it away in small quantities. But a large quantity was taken across, even 
paying the 20 per cent duty. Let any body look along the line of frontier, 
and they would see that on the other side the land was very inferior in 
quantity. On the other hand, there were no lands better than those of 
Lower Canada. It was within his own knowledge that in 1816, a gentleman 
who had laid out only £400 in clearing and preparing his land, had 

obtained from it 300 bushels of wheat, which he sold for $3 per bushel, 
making £1,780. The price was much higher than can be obtained now; but 

put it at 5s. and say whether by laying out money in any other way, there 
can be such a return. The lumberers were spoken of with great contempt; 
but the lumberers are the pioneers of agriculture, and the Saguenay would 
not have one third of its inhabitants without them. The lumber trade paid 
into the coffers of the country £50,000 per annum, and maintained a population 
of 100,000 persons. In the year 1845, a very bad year, 11,445,429 bushels 
of all sorts of grain were reported by the censors as grown in Lower 
Canada. Now, why sacrifice the market for that, for the sake of the cattle 
which were comparatively so trifling; but which yet might be raised much 
better by stall feeding. He was much struck with what Mr. Papineau had 
said about railroads. To soa up duties was just the same thing as putting 
a bar across these railroads.362 


MR. ROBINSON rose amidst loud cries of "question'’. He said he merely 
rose for the purpose of stating that he should vote for the resolution 
moved by his hon. friend the member for Lincoln. He had listened to the 
arguments on both sides attentively, and he had heard nothing to induce 
him to alter the intentions with which he had entered the house, of support- 
ing the measure. Being in favour of the principle of the resolution, he 
could see no reason to postpone its adoption. He should therefore vote 
against the amendment. 363 


Hear, hear, from the Ministerial Pe ti 
MR. J. SCOTT (Bytown), moved that the Committee do now rise?>, 


Negatived, without a division, 366 
MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS said, that at that late hour he should not detain 

the Committee long, but he could not forbear from making some observations 

with regard to the course taken by some hon. gentlemen on the other side of 

the house. He could understand the conduct of members like the hon. gentleman 

from Frontenac and Prince Edward, who avowed themselves Protectionists, and 

in principle opposed to the resolution; but he confessed he was astonished 

at some hon. gentlemen who pretended to be in favour of the resolutions, 
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and yet endeavoured by a side wind to get rid of it. The argument advanced 
by these gentlemen was, that the law had not yet passed in the United States, 
and that therefore it was not necessary for us to pass it. The hon. gentle- 
men knew well that the bill founded on the resolution introduced by the hon. 
member for Lincoln, was not intended to come into operation unless the 
American Congress should pass a similar law. Did the hon. gentleman mean 
to say that they believed our passing this resolution, and showing our 
desire for reciprocal trade would prevent the American senate from passing 
their bill? He (Mr. Hincks) could not believe they did; and he was there- 
fore surprised to hear them make these objections and join with those whom 
they knew were opposed to the principle of the resolution in endeavouring 
to oppose it. (Hear, hear.) With regard to the course taken by the hon. 
gentlemen who avowed themselves Protectionists, he could only say that 

they had talked in the way that all Protectionists talk. (Hear, hear.) 
They seemed to labour, as all Protectionists do, under the grossest 
delusion, and to advance the most absurd sophistries, The hon. member 

for Prince Edward stated, as protectionist always do, that the Free 

traders are theorists, and that they (the protectionists) are practical 
men, and speak from experience. His hon. friend the member for Halton, 

had most ably shown that in practice we are all Free Traders, The truth 

is that persons are too much in the habit of looking for themselves, and 
viewing the question as producers, forgetting altogether that all the 
members of society are consumers as well as producers. The consumers and 
producers have contrary interests--it is the interest of the producer 

of any particular article to have that article sell at a high price. High 
prices and protection are what he asks; but the masses of the community 

are consumers also. If they would only look at the question in that light, 
they would see that the interest of the whole community was to have every- 
thing as cheap as possible. But the gentlemen opposite who vowed them- 
selves Protectionist were inconsistent, one of their great theories was 

let us have protection on our manufactures, but let us have the raw material 
duty free. Now what were the articles in which they desired to have 
Reciprocal Free Trade with the United States, the first article was tallow, 
large quantities of which were imported from the United States, at a mere 
nominal duty, because the hon. member for Huron in preparing his tariff, 
two or three years since imposed a duty of one per cent--that was a raw 
material. The next article was hides, well that was the raw material of 
our manufactures, also admitted at a nominal duty; the next article was 
seed, it has already been shown that whilst we are exporting some kinds 

of seed to the U. S., we are importing others, such as linseed for our 

oil manufactories, these are raw materials for our manufacture and it 

is therefore our interest to admit them duty free, Then there was the 
article of wool, the hon. member correctly explained that we were export- 
ing and importing wool at the same time and that it was our interest to 
have Free Trade, we are exporting thecoarsest description of wool and 
importing the fine. Then there was the article of salted provisions from 
which the principle part of the Revenue from these articles was derived. 

It had been shown by the hon. members who preceded him, that it was for 

the interest of our lumber merchants that this article should be imported 
duty free, in order that they may manufacture their lumber cheaply, for 
how could they have cheap labour without cheap food. A great appeal had 
been made to Lower Canada, it had been pretended that the interests of 
Lower Canada were different from those of Upper Canada, but what had they 
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heard in the course of this debate? The hon. member for Halton, one of the 
most experienced Agriculturalists in Upper Canada, told the house that he 
did not fear any competition with the United States, and the same thing had 
been said by the other Upper Canada members. Well then he would ask the 
Lower Canadian members, if the Upper Canadians could compete in cattle and 
grain and every kind of produce with the United States, did they not want 
protection against Upper Canada as well as against the United States? 

(Loud cries of hear, hear.) You are obliged to have Free Trade with Upper 
Canada, why should you fear to have Free Trade with the U. S.? (hear, hear.) 
The Upper Canadians can send you all these articles, cattle grain, &c., 

and if you are obliged to have free trade with them, is it not just as 

well you should have free trade with the United States? (Renewed cries of 
hear, hear.) In spite of what hon. gentlemen had been pleased to insinuate, 
he (Mr. H.) was in favour of encouraging in every possible way, the manu- 
factures of the country, but he believed that those manufactures would be 
best encouraged by the removal of all restrictions. (Hear.) The hon. 
member for Frontenac had been pleased to refer to a contemplated measure of 
the Government, he alluded to the proposed reduction of the duty on whiskey, 
(as we understood the hon. gentleman) but the measure to which he referred 
would not have the effect which he supposed. What are the facts at present? 
Not one single dollar of revenue was derived from the article, at the same 
time that it was perfectly notorious that American whiskey was smuggled into 
the Province in large quantities, smuggling was constantly going on and 

the distillers were themselves aware of it; one of the largest distillers 

in Montreal told him (Mr. H.) the other day that if the duty on whiskey 

was reduced as proposed he would be compelled to shut up his distillery. 

He, however, admitted at the same time, that Ohio whiskey was smuggled into 
the country and that to his own knowledge at one large distillery in Ohio, 
500 bushels of grain was crushed daily which came down here to Canada and 
entered into competition with our distillers without paying one dollar to 
the revenue. What then was the biggest object of the Government? This 
whiskey is being smuggled in; it is utterly impossible to adopt the sug- 
gestion of the distillers, and line the whole frontier with Revenue Officers-- 
the expense and trouble would be enormous. It was perfectly notorious 

that there are certain rates at which whiskey and other commodities of the 
kind can be smuggled, and that there are persons regularly engaged in the 
trade; whiskey was undoubtedly to be considered one of those articles on 
which the Government should raise as large a revenue as possible, and put 

on the highest duties it will bear, but at the same time there was no use 

in putting on a duty which would cause that smuggling to continue, and he 
could not see what benefit it could be to the agriculturist who grows the 
coarse grain, that the Province should be deprived of the revenue on American 
whiskey coming into it, and competing with them as it now does, without 
producing any revenue, (hear.) With respect to the question of corn, he 
would ask why was it the (sic) such large quantities of corn were imported 
into this Province? What was the object of paying such large duties on 

that one article, but as raw material, for the purpose of manufacturing. 

And did hon. members now propose in the face of the principles of the whole 
Protectionists to impose a duty on the raw material imported for the purpose 
of manufacturing? The object of the inhabitants of every section of the 
country was to cheapen their means of transport to the American markets, 
clearly shewn by the energy with which they pushed on the different rail- 
ways; and yet it was singular that the same hon. members who were so anxious 
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for the completion of those railroads, in their. different localities, 
attempted in the House to impose restrictions upon the trade between the 
two countries, which render them wholly inoperative. With respect to the 
action taken by the Legislature of the United States on this matter, he 
thought that some honble. gentlemen were of opinion that there was a very 
strong feeling against the reciprocity resolutions in the United States, 
For his part, he would say that after reading the latest debates in the 
Senate, he augured more favorably of its fate than he had hitherto dared 
to do. It appeared to him that after the members of the Senate were aware 
of the fact that their manufactures could be introduced into Canada at the 
same rate as English manufactures, they felt much more inclined to adopt 

a system of reciprocal free trade with Canada, He heartily wished that 
this measure might pass through the American Legislature, It was of the 
unmost importance to this country, and he regretted to see that some hon, 
gentlemen had come forward, ebpertmnty actuated by political motives, in 
opposition to this measure. °° 


MR. CHAUVEAU declared his intention to vote for the resolution, though, 

if he could have made any distinction without sacrificing the advantage, 

he might have done so with regard to some articles. But he thought the 
inconveniences were enough to give up the conveniences. He hoped the 
sacrifice made by the District of Quebec would be acknowledged, and that 
local ameliorations would be made on both sides of the river. He had 
himself a petition for a much greater privilege, signed by a large number 
of his constituents, and praying for the abolition of the duty on all 
kinds of breadstuffs (as we understood) in the District of Quebec. 368 


The amendment was then_lost by a very large nadie ae only about 
15 members voting for it. 


DR. DAVIGNON then eed secondé par M. LEMIEUX?/2 that the reso- 
lution be amended by striking out the words butter, cheese, fruits, animals, 
salt and fresh beef?/3. 

((This)) was lost; only 6, voting. for ate 

MR. LAURIN moved, another amendment to the effect that some of the 
articles be struck out of the resolution, (the names of which we did not 
catch yo7o’. 

: ; pS AIMS) 

((This),) was- lost, only S<or-6 voting) for it. 

The original resolution was then put and carried, only 7 or 8 members 
voting against it.3/7 


64) 
and Mr. Speaker reswned the Chatr; 
And Mr. Polette reported, That the Commtttee had come to a Resolutton. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved on Tuesday next. 


Orders Ordered, That the remaining Orders of the day be 
deferred. postponed until Tuesday next, 


Then, on motton of Mr. Laurin, seconded by Mr. Malloch, 
The House adjourned till Monday next. 


APPENDIX: 2 FEBRUARY 1849, 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: FREE NAVIGATION SCHOOL AT quepec,))?/° 


DR. LATERRIERE ((asked a ores tes lke 


MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE stated, that the ministry had no objection 
to renew the instructions given by the House to one of its committees, 
in 1846, to enquire respecting the expedience of erecting a gratuitous 
school of navigation at Quebec; but it was not intended to introduce any 
bill for. that purpose. 380 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: LEASING TOLL ROADS.))381 


MR. SMITH (( asked a qucettoany) 


MR. INSP. GEN HINCKS said, it was not the intention of Government to 
revert to the plan of leasing lines of toll roads by tender; if Government 
retained possession of the roads, which they did not desire to do, they 
would dispose of the tolls by auction. 383 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: SEPARATION OF PROFESSIONS OF 
ADVOCATE AND ATTORNEY IN UPPER CANADA.))384 


COL. PRINCE (asked a RUSS biCdep hoe 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN said, that Government had no intention, during the 
present Session, to introduce any measure for separating the practice of 
the professions of advocate and attorney in C. W.> 


38 
((POSTPONED QUESTION RE: BRIDGING OF LAKE CHAMPLAIN.)) : 
MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE ((requested Mr. Holmes to postpone a certain 
question.) )388 


MR. HOLMES ... postponed the question of which he had given notice, 
relative to the bridging of Lake Champlain. 389 


474 


FOOTNOTES: 2 FEBRUARY 1849. 


ine 


cons!) OV nN & W PO 


The debate on this motion was reported by: LA MINERVE, 5 February 
1849; PILOT, 5 February 1849, copied by BRITISH WHIG, 8 February 1849, 
and GLOBE, 10 February 1849, in identical accounts. 

PILOT, 5 February 1849. 

ILS), 

IBID. 

TBARS 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 

IDIS}IEID) 

The debate on this matter was reported by: LA MINERVE, 5 February 1849; 
PILOT, 5 February 1849, copied by BRITISH WHIG, 8 February 1849, GLOBE, 
10 February 1849, and PACKET, 10 February 1849, in identical accounts. 
MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 February 1849, noted the debate. 

PILOT, 5 February 1849. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
1849; HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849; LA MINERVE, 5 February 1849; 
PILOT, 5 February 1849, copied by BRITISH WHIG, 8 February 1849, and 
reported several speeches in an abbreviated form, GLOBE, 10 February 
1849, and PACKET, 10 February 1849, in identical accounts, except that in 
GLOBE, some speakers have been omitted entirely. 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

IBSS\AEID),. 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849. This was in fact the correct version. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 


43. 
44, 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
507 
aL 
52s 
22 
54, 
ao 
56. 
aT 
58. 
a9 
60. 
Gi. 
GZ. 
G3< 
64. 
65. 
66. 
67. 
68. 
69. 
70. 
tL 
Bb 
eS. 
74, 
73% 
To. 
rae 
pe 
ica 
80. 
BL. 
82. 
$3: 
84, 
Oo. 
SO. 
S75 
88. 
39. 
90. 
Lt 
92% 
Bo 
94, 


475 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849, 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
LOBE, 10 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 


476 


95. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

96... LBLD. 

97. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
98. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 
99. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

100. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

101. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

102. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

103. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

104. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 

105. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

106. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

LOT. Leib. 

108. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849. 

109. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

110. The debate on this matter was reported by: LA MINERVE, 5, 8 February 
1849; L'AVENIR, 14 February 1849; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849, 
and HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 14 February 1849, which acknowledged BRITISH 
COLONIS fF and PATRIOT as its sources .inetcen tvca accounts RUNGE 
EDWARD GAZETTE, 16 February 1849, STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 8 February 1849, 
and HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 10 February 1849, in identical accounts, except 
that STANSTEAD JOURNAL, and HAMILTON SPECTATOR's accounts were shorter; 
PILOT, 5 February 1849, GLOBE, 105 14 February 1349>) PAchet, 105717 
February 1849, ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 15 February 1849, which abbreviated 
and omitted several speeches, BATHURST COURIER, 16 February 1849, NIAGARA 
MAIL, 28 February 1849, and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 23 February 1849, 
in identical accounts, except that the GLOBE's account of 10 February 
has one extra speech, the EXAMINER's account omitted some speeches and 
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its conclusion. LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 6 February 1849, noted the debate. 
Commentaries appeared in MORNING CHRONICLE, 9 February 1849, and BROCK- 
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as its source. 

lll. PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 16 February 1849. 

112. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

113. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

114. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

115. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

116. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

117. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

118. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

119. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

120. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

121. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

122. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

123. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

» MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 


fA 
bo 
a 


CO ~f OV Ci 


Deo: 
130. 
cepa 
1325 
oo 
134. 
ba fom 
26s 
TOPs 
LOG 
aoa 
140. 
141. 
142. 
143. 
144. 
145. 
146. 
eae 
148. 
149. 
IS). 
Pelz 
2° 
pea 
154. 
1532 
156. 
Ie ee, 
Lass 
159 3 
160. 
161. 
162. 
163: 
164. 
162% 
166. 
267. 
168. 
169. 
170. 
pe 
Bi 23 
dye 
174. 
Lio 
176: 
Ly Ps 
LS: 
279% 
180. 
il. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 
IBID. 
IBID: 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 
IBID. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 
IBID. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
LOBE, 10 February 1849. 


1849. 


477 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 10 February 1849. 


GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
L'AVENIR, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
IBID. 

IBID. 

GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 10 February 13849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 


1849. 


1849. 


1849. 


478 


182. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 
183. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
184. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 


185%. IBID. 
166. <LBID.. 
167. =Lbi0.. 


188. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
189. GLOBE, 10 February 1849. 

190. IBID., 14 February 1849. 

191. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
192. GLOBE, 14 February 1489. 

193. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
194. GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 

195. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
196. GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 

197. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
198. GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 

199. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
200. GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 

201. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
202. The MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849, gave this figure as £629, 
203. GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 

204. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
205. GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 

206. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
207. GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 

208. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
209. GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 

210. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
211. GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 

212. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
213'5 WL. 

214. GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 

215. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
216. GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 

217. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
218. GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 

219. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
220. GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 

221. BaD. 

222. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
223. GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 

224. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
229. GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 

22605 @EDLD; 

227. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
228. GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 

229. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
230. GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 

231. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
232. GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 

233. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 
234. GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 

235. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 


236. 
37 x 
2Io. 
Zoo. 
240. 
241. 
242. 
243. 
244. 
245. 
246. 
247. 
248. 
249. 
200. 
oh. 
ein 
ASAD 
254. 
Ol. 
256. 
Oa re 
oO 
Dabs 
260: 
261. 
202s 
POG. 
264. 
265. 
266. 
2107 
208. 
269. 
270. 
271. 
le 
Lo 3. 
274. 
Zio. 
276. 
Ee Des 
278. 
oho. 
280. 
ZO. 
Bees 
282. 
284. 
Zoos 
286. 
Bode: 
288. 
Zoos 


GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 5 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 


1849. 


1849. 


1849. 


1849. 


1849. 


1849. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, February 1849. 


GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 13849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 


1849. 


1849, 


1849. 


1849. 


1849. 


1849, 


479 


290. 
291. 
292. 
rape Ne 
294, 
20) 
2903 
297. 
298. 
299. 
300. 
301. 
302. 
303. 
304. 
305. 
306. 
307. 
308. 
309. 
310. 
out 
ae 
eros 
314. 
215. 
oL6, 
317. 
318. 
519. 
a2 
a2. 
322. 
S23 
324. 
PAS 
320. 
B27 
I20 
Dao 
330. 
Bo1. 
cera 
Bye ee 
334. 
325% 
336. 
oa7 
338s 
1 je I 
340. 
S41. 
342. 


GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
IBID: 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 13849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 


1849. 


1849. 


1849. 


1649, 


1849. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE 5 February 1849. 


GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
TBI: 

LBID: 

EBLDS 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
LBID: 

[BID 

LBiD: 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 
IBID. 

GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 


1849. 


480 


343. 
344, 
345. 
346. 
347. 
348. 


349. 
390% 
Ja, 
392. 
323% 
354. 
355. 
206. 
eer fe 
358. 
eels 
360. 
361% 
S02. 
363. 
364. 
363. 
366. 
B67. 
368. 
369, 
S70. 
ails 
aia 
313. 
374. 
ew 
37D. 
re a 
Fo. 


a9 


380. 


Elam 
363. 


481 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

The MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849, refers to them as "the most 
influential" rather than "intelligent." 

GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

LEED. 

GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 

IBID. 

TBI 

Avis SD) 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

GLOBE, 14 February 1849. 

LBTD. 

EBED 

IBID. 

EB ap 

LBED: 

IBID. 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

LEBLD. 

L'AVENIR, 14 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 5 February 1849. 

IBID. 

EBD 

IBID. 

PB TD 

The debate on this matter was reported by: LA MINERVE, 5 February 1849; 
PILOT, 5 February 1849, MORNING CHRONICLE, 5 February 1849, BRITISH 
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copied PILOT, and PACKET, 10 February 1849, in identical accounts. 
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MONDAY, 5 FEBRUARY 1849. 


(65) 
Waterloo THE hour appointed for taking tnto constderation 
Electton. the Petttton of Adam J. Fergusson, Esqutre, and others, 





Electors of the County of Waterloo, complaining of 
the undue Eleetton and Return of James Webster, Esqutre, as a Member to 
represent the satd County of Waterloo in the present Parltament, betng 
come; 

The House proceeded to the appotntment of a Select Commtttee to try 
and determine the mertts of the satd Pettttion. 

The Serjeant at Arms was dtrected by Mr. Speaker to go wtth the Mace 
to the places adjacent, and requtre the attendance of the Members on the 
bustness of the House. 

And he went accordingly. 

And betng returned,--the House was called; and more than thirty Members 
betng present, 

Mr. Speaker called upon the Petittoners, thetr counsel or agent, to 
appear at the bar. 

Adan J. Fergusson, Esquire, one of the Petitioners, appeared at the 
bar, tn behalf of himself and the other Pettttoners. 

Mr. Fergusson presented a List of Witnesses tn behalf of himself and 
the other Pettttoners; whtch was read by the Clerk, as followeth:-- 

The Honorable James Hervey Price, Montreal. 

Henry John Jones, i 

Thomas Hector, 
Wtlltam Spragge, 
Féltx Fortter, 
Richard A. Tucker, Us 
Weitltam Kent, 
George Henry Lane, 

Mr. Speaker then directed the Serjeant at Arms to lock the doors. 

And the doors betng loeked aceordingly; and the Order of the day for 
taking the satd Petttion into constderation being read, the attestatton 
of Mr. Speaker was taken from off the box tn which, agreeably to the 
Statute, the names of all the Members of the House were sealed up; and 
the same was read by the Clerk, as followeth:-- 

I attest that thts bor was, on Saturday, the third day of February, 
1248, made up in my presence, in the manner directed by an Act passed in 
the fourth year of the reign of hts late Majesty King George the Fourth, 
intituled, "An Act to repeal an Act passed in the forty-fifth year of Its 
late Majesty's reign, tnttituled,'An Act to regulate the trial of Contro- 
verted Elections or Returns of Members to serve tn the House of Assembly, 
and to make more effectual proviston for such trials." 

A. N. Morin, 
ae Speaker. 





~ 





The box was then opened, and the attestation of the Clerk was taken 
out of the box, and read by htm, as followeth:-- 

I attest that I did, on Saturday, the third day of February 1849, in 
presence of the Speaker of this House, put into a box, in which this 
attestation ts found, the names of all the Members composting the present 
Legislative Assembly, written upon slips of parchment, and rolled up as 
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dtrected by an Act passed tn the fourth year of the retgn of Hts late 
Majesty King George the Fourth, tntituled, "An Act to repeal an Act passed 
tn the forty-fifth year of Hts late Majesty's retgn, tntituled, 'An Act 

to regulate the trial of Controverted Electtons or Returns of Members to 
serve in the House of Assembly,’ and to make more effectual provtston for 


yw, ad 
such trtals. W. B. Lindsay, 
Clerk Legtslative Assembly. 


The names of all the Members were then taken out of the box, and put 
tnto three other boxes. 

The drawing of the names was then proceeded tn, tn the usual manner; 
and the following names were drawn, to whtch no objectton was taken:-- 





Le aur, iD Lane. 

2 Merritt, 14 Morrtson, 
& Sherwood of TORONTO, 15 Blake, 

4 Cartter, 16 Wetenhall, 
0 Marquts, 17 Watts, 

6 Htneks, 18 Stevenson, 
7 LaFontatne, 19 Sauvageau, 
8 Chabot, ORES Sag hed 

9 Baldwin, 21 Nelson, 
10 M'Farland, oo, MOptAson. 
1i Cameron of KENT, 23 Beaubten. 


12 Smith of DURHAM, 

Eighteen other names were drawn and set astde, or excused, as follow:-- 

Two who were excused. 

Stxteen who were absent. 

Mr. Notman was chosen Nominee for the Pettttoners. 

Mr. Wrlson was chosen Nominee for the sttttng Member, 

The doors were then unlocked. 

At thirty-five minutes past four, P. M., the parttes, with Alfred Patrick, 
Esquire, Clerk to the Select Comnittee, retired for the purpose of strtkting 
the satd Commtttee. 

The forty-three names rematning tn the boxes undrawm were read by the 
Clerk. 

At five minutes to five o'clock, P. M., the Clerk of the Select Commtttee 
delivered to the Clerk of this House, a Itst containing the names of the nine 
Members unstruck, compostng the Select Commtttee; which ts as followeth:-- 





1 LaFontatne 6 aWaGeS, 

2 M'Farland, 7 Sauvageau, 
5 Cameron of KENT, a Price, 

4 Morrison, 9 Nelson. 

5 BLGKS. 


Nominee for the Pettttoners, Mr. Notman. 
Nomtnee for the sttting Member, Mr. Wilson. 


Alfred Patrick, 
Clerk to Comtttee. 


The satd nine Members and the Nomtnees were then severally sworn at the 
table, by the Clerk, tn the usual manner. 


On motion of Mr. Wilson, seconded by Mr. Notman, 


Ordered, That the Select Committee appotnted to try the mertts of the Petition 
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of Adam J. Fergusson, Esquire, and others, Electors of the County of 
Waterloo, complaining of the undue Election and Return of James Webster, 
Esqutre, as a Member to represent the satd County of Waterloo in the 
present Parliament, do meet forthwtth tn Committee Room, Wo. 4. 


Message from A Message from the Legislative Counctl, by John 

the _Counetl. Fennings Taylor, Esquire, one of the Masters tn 
Chancery :-- 

Joint Stock Mr. Speaker, 

Compantes The Legtslatitve Counetl have passed a Bill, intt- 

BCL. tuled, "An Act to provide for the formatton of tin- 


eorporated Joint Stock Companies for manufacturing, 
minting, mechanical, or chemteal purposes," to whteh they destre the con- 
currence of thts House. 
And then he wtthdrew. 


Joint Stock An engrossed Bill from the Legtslative Council, 
Compantes tntituled, "An Act to provide for the formation of 
BLLte tneorporated Joint Stock Companies for manufacturing, 


mining, mechantcal, or chemtcal purposes," was read 
for the first time. 


MR Ht. SHERWOOD (Toronto) moved that the business before the House 
when the Speaker left the Chair should be the first taken into consideration 
on the following morning. He said, that unless some Resolution of the 
kind existed, it would be necessary to make a motion to the effect every 
evening.< 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN said, that he had no objection, provided that it 
did not interfere with Government Orders of the Day.3 


MR. H. SHERWOOD said, that was, of course, understood.4 


(66) 
On motton of the Honorable Mr. Sherwood, seconded by Mr. Smtth, of 
Frontenac, 


Resolutton re- Resolved, That when Mr. Speaker shall leave the 
specting the Chatr, at stx o'clock, P. M., without a Questton 
sitting and being put to that effect, the matter then under 
bustness of the consideration of the House shall be the first 
the House. Order for the next sttting day; and all Orders 


undtsposed of shall also stand postponed until 
the next sttting, wtthout a Motton betng requtred. 


Petzittons The following Pettttons were severally brought 
brought _up. up, and latd on the table:-- 


By the Honorable Mr. Sherwood,--The Petttton of the Crty of Toronto 
and Lake Huron Ratlroad Company. 

By Mr. Prinee,--The Petitton of the Muntetpal Counctl of the Western 
Distrtet (Tounshtp Munictpaltittes); The Petttton of the Muntetpal Counerl 
of the Western District (Assessment Rolls); and the Petttton of the 
Muntetpal Counetl of the Western Distrtet (new District). 

By Mr. Malloch,--The Petttton of Simon Fraser, Esquire, and others, 
of Bytown. 

By the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin,--The Petttion of Edward 
Wright and others, of the City of Toronto; and the Petition of the Muntetpal 
Counetl of the Home District (divtston of Distrtet); the Petition of Joseph 
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Gould and others, of the Township of Uxbridge; and the Petttion of James 
Anond and others, of the Township of Scott. 

‘By Mr. Sauvageau,--The Petition of Etienne Langlois and others. 

By Mr. Fortter,--The Petition of the Reverend P. J. Bedard and others, 
Misstonartes tn the Townshtps. 

By Mr. Notman,--The Petition of W._B. Wrong and others, of the Districts 
of London, Talbot, and Brock. 

By Mr. Richards,--The Petttton of Willtam Simpson and Abel R. Ward, 
of the, VeVlage! of (Sai th s*falle: 

By Mr. Burrttt,--The Petitton of John L. Read and others; and the 
Petttton of Thomas Kelly and others, the Roman Catholie Clergy and others, 

of the Parish of Prescott. 

By the Honorable Mr. Hineks,--The Petttton of Jeremtah Cowan and others, 
of the Townshtp of Blenhetm, Dtstrict of Brock. 

By Mr. Méthot,--The Petitton of H. LeMesurter, Hsqutre, Vice-Prestdent, 
on behalf of the Board of Trade of Quebec (Ratlroads); and the Petition of 
Hq. LeMesurter, Esqutre, Vice-President, on behalf of the Board of Trade of 
Quebec (Bankrupt Law). 

By Mr. Chabot,--The Petttion of N. Hardy and others, of the County of 

ortneuf; and the Petition of P. Forques and others, of the Parish of St. 





By Mr. Chauveau,--The Petttton of James Evans and others, the Protestant 
Teachers of the City of Quebec. 

By Mr. Duchesnay,--The Petttton of the Muntetpal Counetl of the County 
of Portneuf. 

By the Honorable Mr. Laterrtére,--The Petttion of the Reverend B. 
Honorat and others, of Saguenay. 

By Mr. M'Connell,--The Petttion of W. G. Cook, and others, Trustees of 
the Charleston Academy. 

By Mr. Flint,--The Petttton of Willtan Downing, Esquire, and others, 
of the Townshtp of Hungerford, District of Victoria. 

By Mr. Jobin,--The Petition of J. B. Branechaud, and others, of Montreal. 





Erectton of An engrossed Btll to confirm the Erectton of 
Tounshtps Bill. certain Townshtps, and for other purposes relative to 


the Erectton of Townshtps, was read the third time. 
Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 


Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Attorney General LaFontatne do carry the 
satd Bill to the Legislative Council, and destre thetr concurrence. 


Pettttons Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following 
read. Petitions were read:-- 


Of Abraham Pratt and others, of the Township of Marlborough, District 
of Dalhouste; praying that the old Courts of Requests may be revived until 
amore extenstve reformatton can be effected in the department of Law. 

the Very Reverend John Macdonald, Vicar General of the Dtocese 
of Kingston, and others, the Clergy, Magistrates, and others, of the 
Eastern District; praying for an alteratton tn the day for the muster of 
the Milttta tn Upper Canada. 

Of the Board of the Royal Instttutton for the Advancement of Learntng, 
in thetr capacity of Vtsttors of the Untverstty of MeGtll College, and of 
the Governors of the satd Untverstty; praying for a grant of money tn atd 
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of the satd Untverstty, and for the promotion of certain improvements 
theretn. 

Of the Honorable_J. R. Rolland, Chief Justice of the District of 
Montreal, and others, of the City of Montreal; praying to be tneorporated 
as the Montreal Prison Dtsetpline Assoctatton. 

Of Andrew Smith and others, of the District of Broek; praying atid to 
construct a matin line of Ratlway from Quebec to Montreal, thence to 
Kingston, Toronto, and Hamilton, and therefrom to Port Sarnia and 
Windsor at the western limtt of the Provtnee. 

Of Antotne Talbot, of the Partsh of Berthter, County of Bellechasse; 
praying for the proteetton of those engaged in the Fitshertes off the coast 
of Labrador from vtolence and robbery. 

Of W. H. Fowler, Esquire, and others, of Durham and other Townships 
tn the County of Drummond, and of Melbourne and other Townships in the 
County of Sherbrooke; praying that the satd Townships may be formed tnto 
a new County, to be called the County of Rtehmond, wtth the Village of 
Richmond for the County Town. 

Of C. P. Retd and others, of the Township of Compton; praying a grant 
of money to establish an Academy tn the centre Village of the satd Township. 

Of the Reverend C. LaRoeque and others, of St. Jean Dorchester, County 
of Chambly; praying a grant of money for the erectton of am Academy in the 
said Village. 

Of the Reverend J. C. Léonard, of the City of Montreal; 
the passtng of an Act to ineorporate the oe Gees des Rev 
Oblats de 1'Immaculée Conception de Marte.' 

Of i M. Partridg. Partridge and others, Accountants, Clerks, and Warehousemen 
of the City of Quebec; praying that tn any measure brought before the 
House for the alteration of the Bankrupt Law, a certain provtston may 
be made for the protection of thetr tnterests. 

Of Henry Bechtel and others, of Dwnfries and other Townships, in the 
Distrtets of Gore, Wellington, and_Brock; praying that certain Townships 
theretn menttoned may be set apart and erected tnto a new District to be 
called the District of Bruce, and to be also the County of Bruce, wtth 
Galt for the District Town. 

es A. Buchanan and others, of Dumfries and other Townships , of the 
District of Gore and Wellington; praying for the passing of an Act to 
provide for the extenston and tmprovement of the Dundas and Waterloo 
Road. 

Of James Motz, Esquire, of the City of Quebec, Advocate; praying for 
the passing of an Act to secure him in the enjoyment of hts Bridge over 
the River Etchemin, and to tndemnify him for losses sustained by the 
mtsconstruetion of the Act granting the privilege of erecting the said 
Bridge. 


ra yong for 
rends Péres 
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(67) 
Of John M. Ross and others, of the Townshtp of Bromley and the surround- 
ing country; praying that the third Chiite of the Bonne Chére River, tn the 
satd Townshtp, District of Bathurst, be made the stte of the Dtstrtet 


Toum of the proposed new District. 

Of the Bank of Upper Canada, of the President, Directors and Company 
of the Commerctal Bank, and of the Gore Bank; praying for the repeal of 
the Act 4 and 5 Vic. ec. 29, tmposing a duty on Bank Notes in ctreulatton. 

Of Pterre Cartter and others, of St. Frangots du Lae St. Prerre ; 
praying that certain proceedings for the completton of a Church in the 
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satd Ae may be legaltzed. 

f Thomas Cantwell and others, of the Partsh of St. Jean Chrysostome, 
me of Beauharnots; praying that the Act 8 Vic. c. 40, for establishing 
Partsh and Township Munictpaltttes be revived, and for certain amendments 
to the Common School Act. 

Of James Duncan and others, of the Setgniory of Beauharnots; praying 
that certatn faciltttes be provided for obtaining deeds of concesston and 
commutation of lands in the satd Sergntory. 

Of B. Maurault and others, of St. Jean des Chaillons and other Parishes; 
praying atd to improve the Road from the mill of the Partsh of Gentilly to 
the Partsh of St. Jean des Chatlions. 

Of Jeffery Hale, Esquire, and others, the Prestdent and Members of the 
Quebee Britttsh and Canadtan Sehool Soetety; praying the usual atd for the 

atd Soctety. 

Of the Mayor and Counetllors of the Ctty of Quebec; praying amendments 
to the Ordinances tneorporating the satd City. 

Of James Cuthbertson and others, Shareholders tn the Sault Satnte 
Marte Mining Company; praying an Act of Incorporation. 

Of W. Lapenotiére, of Woodstock, tn the District of Brock; praying 
that Attornites at Law be allowed to practtse as Advocates in the Dtstrict 
Courts, or otherwise that the professton may be divtded tnto Barristers 
and Attorntes. 

Of Donald M'Leod and others, of South Yarmouth; praying that measures 
be a dented for the repeal of the Impertal Act relating to the Clergy 
Reserves, and for the abolttton of the Reectortes, and that the funds 
thereof be appropriated to purposes of educatton. 

Of the Bank of Montreal; praytng for an extenston of the time granted 
them for the tnerease of thetr Capttal Stock. 

Of the Montreal and Lachine Ratlroad Company; praying for the passing 
of an Act to authorize them to continue and extend the satd Ratlroad, and 
for the tneorporatton of the St. Lawrence and Ottawa Grand Junetton 
Ratlroad Company. 

Of M. Asselstine, Chatrman, and P. S. Iimerman, on behalf of a meeting 
of the inhabitants of Ernestown, Midland District; praying that the power 

of granting Licenses be tnvested tn the Muntctpal Counetls of the several 
Districts. 

Of 0. W. Stevens, of the Town of Stmoce, tatlor; praying the payment 
of hts clatm for clothing furntshed the Militia during the late Rebellton. 
Of Oltver Grace, of the town of Lewtston in the State of New York, 
one of the United States of Amertca; praying for the passing of an Act 
to remove the tncapactttes and dtsabiltttes under which he now labors, 

by attatnder for Htgh Treason tn the year 1819. 

Of Charles James Stuart, of the City of Quebec, Esqutre, praying for 
the passtng of an Act to authortze him to be admitted to practtse as a 
Barrister, Advocate, Soltecitor, Attorney and Proctor in Lower Canada, 
oF aa Lpareee 
t 





e discretton of the Judges before whom he may be examined according 


uv 


Of the Provinetal Agricultural Assoctatton of Canada West; praying 
a 


Of the Provinetal Agrtcultural Assoctatton of Canada West; praytng 
for the adoptton of measures to obtain the free admtsston of Canadian 
Produce and Ltve Stock into the Ports of the United States. 
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Publte Works. The Honorable Mr. Cameron, of Kent, presented, 

pursuant to the dtrecttons of several Acts of the 
Provinetal Parltament,--Annual Report of the Commtsstoners of Publte Works, 
for 1848. 


Appendix (B.B.) For the satd Report, see Appendix (B.B.) 
Commutattons The Honorable Mr. Price presented, pursuant to 
of Tenure. the dtrecttons of the Provtnetal Act 10 & 11 Vte. 





ec. 111,--Returns of Commutattons effected within 
the Censtves of Quebec,--of the late Order of Jesutts tn the Districts 
of Quebec, Montreal, and Three Rivers,--and of the Setgntory of Lauzon, 
from the 1st Aprtl to the 31st December, 1848. 


Appendix (C.C.) For the satd Returns, see Appendix (C.C.) 
Petition of Resolved, That the Petttton of Antotne Talbot, of 
A. faloot. the Partsh of Berthter, County of Bellechasse, 


be referred to a Select Committee composed of 
the Honorable Mr. Laterrivére, Mr. Christte, Mr. Chabot, Mr. Duchesnay, 
Mr. Laurin, Mr. Taché, and Mr. Chauveau, to examine the contents thereof, 
and to report thereon, wtth all conventent speed; with power to send for 
persons, papers, and records. 


Fishertes. Ordered, That itt be an Instruetton to the said 

Committee, to enquire tnto the abuses and acts 
of violence committed at divers places on the coast of Labrador by 
foreign fishermen who came to ftsh, or to dry their fish, upon the satd 
coast, and also, tnto the damages whtch may result to thts Province tn 
carrying on the fishertes from the want of coast-guards to protect Her 
Majesty's subjects who have fishing establishments there. 


And at stx o'clock, P. M., pursuant to Order, the House adjourned 
by Mr. Speaker, without a Question first put, tr1ll to-morrow. 


FOOTNOTES: 5 FEBRUARY 1849. 


i 


lo 


The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 7 Feb- 
ruary 1849; PILOT, 7 February 1849, BRITISH WHIG, 9 February 1849, 
which acknowledged its source as MONTREAL HERALD, BRITISH COLONIST, 
6 February 1849, MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 February 1849, HAMILTON 
SPECTATOR, 7 February 1849, and BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 8 February 
1849, in identical accounts. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 7 February 1849. 

IBID. 

IBID. 


TUESDAY, 6 FEBRUARY 1849. 


(67) 
Bank MR. Speaker latd before the House, Statements 
Statements. of the Affatrs of the Quebee Bank, Ctty Bank, Bank 
of Upper Canada, and Montreal Provident and Savings 
Bank, recetved tn conformity to an Order of this House of the twenty-fifth 
ultimo. 





Appendix (P.) For the satd Statements, see Appendix (P.) 
Pettttons The following Petttions were severally brought 
brought _up. up, and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. DeWttt,--The Petttton of M. A. Primeau and A. A. Trottter, 
of Ste. Martine, County of Beauharnots. 
By Mr. Wilson,--The Petition of Henr ry S. Larned, formerly of Chatham 
in the Western District, now of the City of Buffalo in the United States. 
Of Mr. Prince,--The Petition of the Reverend William Ritchie and 
others, of the County of Essex, and others. 

By Mr. Malloch,--The Petition of Willtam Stewart and others, of the 
Tounshtp of Nepean, District of Dalhousie. 

By Mr, Sherwood, of Brockvttle,--The Petttton of James Vollar, a 
Messenger of the Legtslative Assembly. 


(68) 

By Mr. Notman,--The Petitton of Messteurs Hope, Birrell and Company 5 
and others, of the District of London; the Petition of H. G. Hobbin and 
others, of the Town of Dundas; and the Petttion of George Southwick and 
others, stockholders tn the Ntagara and Detrtot Rivers Rattlroad. 

By Mr. Fournter,--The Petition of 0. E. Casgratin, Esquire, and others, 
of the lower part of the County of L'Islet; and the Petttton of the Rev- 
evend F. X. Delage and others, of the Parish of L'Islet. 

By Mr. M'Farland,--The Petttton of John Clark, Prestdent, on behalf 
of the_Ntagara District Agricultural Soctety. 

By Mr. Flint,--The Petittton of James Whiteford, Esquire, and others, 
Members of the Board of Police of the Town of Belleville. 

By Mr. Holmes,--The Petttton of B. di. LeMoine and As M. Deligte, 
Esqutres. 

By the Honorable Mr. Prtce,--The Petttton of John Grubb, of the Town- 
shtp of Etobtcoke, Esquire, President of the Weston Road Company. 

By Mr. Morrison,--The Petttton of Robert E. Burns, Esqutre, and others; 
and the Petttton of Benjamin Bowerman and others. 

By Mr. Dixon,--The Petttton of the Munictpal Counetl of the District 
of Ntagara (Surveyors of Land); and the Petttton of the Muntetpal Counerl 
of the District of Niagara (Burtal Grounds). 

By Mr. Soltettor General Blake,--The Petition of John B. Warren and 
others, of Whttby and other Townships, in the Home District; and the 
Petition of Henry Cole and others, of Seugog Island. 

By Str Allan N. MacNab,--The Petttton of the Great Western Ratlroad 
Company (Charter); the Petition of the Great Western Ratlroad Company 
(Aid); and the Petition of the Great Western Rattroad Company (Niagara 
and Detrott Rivers Ratlroad Company). 














Petition of Jd. Resolved,--That the Petttton of John H. Aussem, 
H. Aussem and Esqutre, and others, of the Province of Canada, 
others, referred. be referred to a Select Committee composed of the 


Honorable Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Egan, Mr. Flint, 
Mr. Brooks, and Mr. M'Connell, to examine the contents thereof, and to 
report thereon wtth all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, 
papers, and records. 





Leave of Ordered, That Mr. Johnson have leave to absent him- 

Absence. self from thts House during the rematnder of 
thts week, on urgent private bustness. 

Fourth Report The Honorable Mr. Boulton, from the Standing 

of Committee Committee on Standing Orders, presented to the 

on Standing House the Fourth Report of the satd Commtttee; 

Orders. whteh was read, as followeth:-- 


Your Commtttee have examined the Petttion of John S. M'Collom and 
others, of the Township of Nelson, praying that a certatn Road allowance 
may be transferred to Mr. M'Collom tn exchange for a ptece of land granted 
by him for a publte Road. They find that notice of the appltcatton was 
publtshed tn a local Paper tn May and June last, but no evidence has been 
continued unttl the presentation of the Petttion, as required by the 66th 
Rule; tnasmuch, however, as the Petttton appears to be stgned by most of 
the netghbourtng proprtetors, and the new line of Road has been for some 
time used by the tnhabttants, Your Commtttee would respectfully suggest 
that the nottce be deemed suffictent. 

The Petitton of the Reverend Alexander Mathieson, and others, Your 
Committee do not constder to be of such a nature as to require a nottce 
of the appltcatton. 





Second Report Mr. DeWitt, from the Standing Committee on 
of Committee Contingenctes, presented the House the Second 
on_Contingen- Report of the satd Committee; whtch was read, as 
cetes. followeth: -- 


Your Committee, tn pursuance of the duty asstgned to them, have 
enquired tnto the authortty by whtch the ltabtltttes agatnst Your Honorable 
House have been tneurred, and tnto the performance of the services charged 
for; and have examined the Accounts and Vouchers of the Clerk, and found 
the whole correct and satisfactory. 

Your Committee also find that the Books for the Ltbrary, and other 
artteles, have been recetved, and that the several parties have been patd 
thetr respective demands. 

Your Committee annex a Statement of the pritnetpal heads of Expenditure 
embraced within the Account Current of the Clerk of Your Honorable House. 

Your Committee would beg leave to submtt, That an Address be presented 
to Hts Excellency the Governor General, praying that His Excellency would 
tssue hts Warrant in favor of the Clerk for an advance of Five thousand 
pounds, on account of the Contingenetes of Your Honorable House. 


Payments from the Clerk's Accounts of Expenditure from the ist June, 
1847, to the 31st December, 1848, tneluding two Sesstons and the great 
part of three Recesses:-- 
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Salartes and Payments to Officers and 


BOPOCN ESHOP OENE HOUSC cst ys ovine oe wes se + 9's Si0,001 oO WZ 
Library: 
For Books, Maps, 
ae Sy seen eck iy argh Re Wel £2,571 18 0s 


Fitting up with 
Glass Book Case 


naples ok rtpg Gianna DB ol yay 3 116 8 43 
See Zee 6S 88 
Printing: Sesstonal Journals 
ond Appendtees, and Binding... .+<..<.veons 9,721 4.3 
Postages: 
Greater part of 
Beeeas L846 os sacs sees Loyd 22 . 6 
POCSSTON Ob 41 OS .\0 ste cans Lae of 6 
HAASRE (OT POT « thee ene gil 14 10 
SESSION OF TE48 edie SS ee. oo, oO i] 
Recess: OF 19460. sta eee a ss 197 i939 9g 2,324 8 § 
Gis Ligne Wore’, Gila Bueles. so es... whee ole 16" 6 
Ber NGIESe et POVIAlT. ote nt oh ees oes 543 3 4 
CLAP ELT re ne a oe EO ea ees Ca ok a hes (de 1a 0 
Carpencers Work in Offices, GG.........- 415 if 8 
ERDEHECS (OT CORMITTLEGS a osc sc oa toed ces she 228 4 0 
Miscellaneous Expenses, including 
Newspapers and Publtshing, put- 
ting wo Furnaces, Stoves. GC... ox ses De oO aD el) 
£29,075 4 2 
Petition of L. Ordered, That Mr. Chabot and Mr. Lemteux be added 
Legendre and to the Select Committee to whitch was referred 
others. . the Petttton of Louts Legendre, Esquire, and 


others, of the Partsh of St. Louts de Lotbintére. 


On motton of Mr. Richards, seconded by Mr. Smith, of Durham, 


Joint Stock Ordered, That the engrossed Btll from the Legtslattve 
Compantes Btll. Counetl, tnttituled, "An Act to provide for the 


formation of tneorporated Joint Stock Compantes 
for manufacturing, mining, mechantcal, or chemtcal purposes," be read a 
second time, on Thursday, the fifteenth instant. 


City of King- Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Macdonald have leave 
ston Incorpora- to bring in a Btll to amend the Act to tnecorporate 
ration BLL. the Toun of Kingston_as a City, and to enlarge 
the Tamits OF the satd City. 
(69) 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Monday next. 


Mines in the The Honorable Mr. Laterrtére moved, seconded by 
County of Mr. Gugy, and the Questton being put, That an humble 
Saguenay. Address be presented to Hts Excelleney the Governor 


General, praying him to be pleased to order that a 
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competent person be sent to_Bate St. Paul, tn the County of Saguenay » to 
make an examination upon the Land of one Julien Bouchard with the view of 
ascertaining, by means of tnstruments for boring the sotl to a suffictent 
depth (as ts practised tn England and elsewhere,) whether the Coal taken 
from a Spring on the satd Land may be found in sufftetent quantity, and tin 
beds of suf fterent thtekness, to justtfy the expense of opening the Mine, -- 
also, to examine a Mine of Iron whitch has been Long known to extst tn that 
netghbourhood, whitch satd Mines mtght both be worked with advantage, and 
would be of tmmense importance to this Province.+ 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN objected to pledge to bore for the coal; but would 
send the Provincial Geologist to examine the spot, with a view to inquiry. 
Until that preliminary survey, it would be injudicious to pledge the 
Government to any expense in boring.2 ((He)) hoped that Dr. Laterriére 
would withdraw his motion 


DR. LATERRIERE said, that Mr. Logan had prejudged the question before 
the House, and if there were only that gentlemen (sic), it would be some 
time before any action were taken. 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN observed, that the character of Mr. Logan stood 
entirely too high to suppose that he would not change an opinion he had 
given if he found reason to do so; he is a man of scientific attainments 
and possesses a fame that is not merely Provincial. If really coal mines 
do exist in the country, it is too important to be overlooked and he hoped 
that the hon. Member would leave the matter in the hands of the Government, 
and not persist in his motion.>? 


DR. LATERRIERE Perera 


(69) 
The House dtvided: 


Y@as., 13. 

Nays, $2. 

So tt passed tn the Negative. 
Canada Life Ordered, That Str Allan N. MacNab have leave to bring 
Assurance in a Bill to incorporate the Canada Life Assurance 

Company Bill. Company . 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Thursday next. 





Publte The Honorable Mr. Hineks, one of Her Majesty's 

Accounts for Executive Counetl, presented, by command of Hts 

1847. Excellency the Governor General,--The Publte Accounts 
for the Provinee of Canada, for the year 1847. 

Appendix (A.) For the satd Accounts and Statements, see Ap- 
pendix (A.) 

Wetghts and Mr. Chabot, from the Committee to take into con- 

Measures. tderatton the proprtety of amending the several 


Laws in force in Upper Canada with regard to the 
inspection of Wetghts and Measures, reported several Resoluttons; whtch 
were read, as follow:-- 
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1. Resolved, That tt is expedtent to amend the Act of Legislature of 
Upper Canada, 4 Geo. 4 ¢. 16, intttuled, "An Act to repeal an Act 
passed tn the thtrty-second year of Hts Majesty's reign, intituled, 
"An Act to establtsh the Winchester Measure, and a standard for other 
Wetghts and Measures, throughout thts Provinee," and to appropriate 
a sum of money for the purpose of obtaining a standard for Wetghts 
and Measures in thts Province," by repealing the 4th and 5th Secttons 
thereof; and also, to amend the Act of the satd Legislature, 3 Vic. 
ec. 17, tntttuled, "An Act to alter and amend an Act passed tn the 
thtrty-second year of the retgn of his late Majesty King George the 
Third, tntttuled, "An Act to establish the Winchester Measure through- 
out thts Province," by repealing the Ist and 2nd Secttons thereof, 
and by reviving the 7th Sectton of the said Act 4 Geo. 4, ec. 16. 


2. Resolved, That tt ts expedient that the Inspectors of Licenses tn 
Upper Canada be also the Inspectors of Weights and Measures in their 
respective Districts and divtstons of Districts; that they shall attend 
accordingly at certain places and times to be appointed by the Justices 
of the Peace tn Quarter Sesstons, for the purpose of examining all 
Wetghts and Measures offered for inspection, and of stamping such as 
shall be found correct; that they shall have full power to vtstt all 
shops, stores, and other places where Wetghts and Measures are used, 
and to examine the Wetghts and Measures there, at such times as they 
shall think proper; that the satd Inspectors shall have the custody 
of the standard Wetghts and Measures, and that proper penalttes be 
provided against persons ustng false Wetghts and Measures. 


The satd Resolutions betng read a second time, was agreed to. 


Wetghts and Ordered, That Mr. Smith, of Durham, have leave to 
Measures Brill. bring tn a Btll to amend the several Laws theretn 


menttoned relative to the appotntment and duttes 
of Inspectors of Wetghts and Measures tn Upper Canada. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Monday, the nineteenth tnstant. 


Productions _of Mr. Polette, from the Committee to enquire tnto 
the Untted the expediency of providing for the admisston of cer- 
States. tain Articles of the growth or production of the 


United States tnto Canada, upon the ltke Articles 
the productton of Canada betng admitted into the markets of the Untted 
States on the same terms, reported a Resolutton; whtch was read, as 
followeth: -- 


Resolved, That it ts expedtent to provide for the free admtsston of Grain 
and Breadstuffs of all kinds, Vegetables, Fruits, Seeds, Animals, Htdes, 
Wool, Butter, Cheese, Tallow, Horns, Salted and Fresh Meats, Ores of 
all kinds of metals, Ashes, Timber, Staves, Wood and Lumber of all 
kinds, of the growth or production of the Untted States of Amertca 
into Canada, whenever similar Articles the growth or productton of 
Canada shall be admitted without Duty into the said United States. 


The satd resolutton betng read a second time, ! 
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MR. MERRITT moved that the house receive the report of the committee 
of the whole on the exchange of certain articles with the United States, 
on reciprocal terms. 8 


(69) 
Mr. Laurin moved in amendment thereunto, seconded by Mr. Davignon, 
That the words "Antmals, Butter, and Fresh," be left out. 


COL. GUGY would press the amendment previous to the passing of the 
measure of Congress. It bound us hand and foot, for centuries to come, 
to whatever measures the United States might adopt. If Congress asked 
us first the case would then be different. If the hon. President of the 
Council desired to make explanation he would sit down to afford him 
opportunity. He was doubtful if we should derive all the benefits from 
the measure that had been so glowingly described by the hon. President 
of the Council, and entertained doubts if it would be beneficial in any 
manner. It did appear to him to be a mere commercial question, and 
there are in the world better things than money. He would like to bind 
both sections of Canada together, the roughest and hardest stones become 
polished by attrition. Even though we should lose something commercial, 
we should still gain something as a people. He objected to bringing the 
people of Upper Canada in constant contact with the people of the United 
States, and to that inter-marriage of interest consequent upon it. He 
agreed with what had fallen from the hon. member for Quebec. The name 
and style of the act ought to be a bill for the better connexion of the 
people of Canada West with the people of the United States. The present 
measure might add to the wealth of some. If a measure such as that be adopted 
we should have built our expensive line of Canals in vain. They can't 
be beneficial but in one mode by drawing all freight from Upper Canada. 
The benefits that may result from that measure would be all engrossed by 
the people of the United States, they would only take action in so far 
as it will be of benefit to them; and had the legislature of the 
republic taken action on the resolution it would have been Wea Peasaiser 


MR. ARMSTRONG?® , as a large farmer, and the representative of a very 


large agriculture county, considered this measure the most valuable which 
could be introduced. In his Parish there were 100,000 minots of oats ready 
for shipment, and in the whole county not less than 300,000 minots, and 
an equal quantity of buckwheat. Now that could not be shipped without 
paying 74d. per minot, on shipment from the Port of St. John's. All he 
feared was that the United States would not pass the bill.11 Cheese and 
butter from Upper Canada will come down cheaper than we could manufacture. 
Certain members of this house have said that we could only raise minor 
grains. He would ask what has constituted the trade of the District of 
Montreal but these minor grains. Every attempt to sow wheat had failed 
completely, and farmers instead have sowed these minor grains and got 
rich by them. Those gentlemen who represent farming constituencies do 
not understand the question, or they would not oppose it. (Laughter.) 
There are many other articles we might export; in no place are there 
cheaper horses than in the District of Quebec; and not only to the 

United States, but also sheep to the West India Islands. If any fear 
competition, he would tell them they might supply the state of New York, 
and all the State of Vermont. Likewise an immense quantity was shipped 

to the western States last summer, not only of flour but other articles. 
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This has been already done. He felt confident that the measure must be 
of the greatest advantage.12 


MR. MCCONNELL said the subject was of the greatest importance to his 
constituency. He expected the hon. gentleman intended to recommend it to 
the farmers of Upper Canada. He would give the hon. gentleman every credit 
for telling a good story, and telling it to the point.13 OR MR. MCCONNELL 
ridiculed Mr. Wilson's REOhy > on a previous evening, about driving the 
pigs, and feeding them. The hon. member for Richelieu had told them 
that wool is 6d. here, and 2s. 6d. there. He thought there must be some 
mistake or difference in quality. It was found by evidence taken before a 
Committee of last Parliament, that the farmers of Vermont possessed greater 
facilities than did those of the Eastern Townships; therefore, they would 
labor under great disadvantage if this measure goes into effect.15 The 
member for Shefford had also spoken in reference to the article of cattle. 
Now, the United States drover could, by his easier mode of communication, 
come into the markets of Canada so quickly as to drive out the Canadian 
farmer. He did not think, therefore, that Lower Canada would gain such 
in the article of cattle; but in the article of horses, there would, no 
doubt, be a great benefit from this reciprocity, for they produced 20 per 
cent. more in the South than in Canada. The same thing was true with 
respect to butter.1© Butter is made in the Eastern Townships cheaper 
than in the United States, itl’ was selling in Montreal 10 and 12 per cents., 
while in Boston it was worth 17 to 25 cents. Another reasonl8 why he 
would go for this resolution was, thatl9 the Boston folks had pushed a 
railroad within sixty miles of the lines, so that they could lay down 
goods in Stanstead cheaper than the people of Montreal. He did not 
know why that was--there were different opinions about that; but he 
believed every man with a Canadian heart was anxious for Montreal to 
recover again, and become one of the greatest commercial marts on the 
continent.29 He hoped one day to see it take its place as the first City 
of America.21 Still for the reasons he had stated, he would vote for the 
resolution. 22 


MR. ROBINSON supported the measure, because he should wish to allow 
the farmers of Upper Canada to avail themselves of the American markets, 
if prices were higher there than on this side. He would therefore support 
this resolution with pleasure, as they needed permission in consequence 
of the protection at home being removed. He would pay no attention to the 
argument advanced by some hon. gentlemen, that the Americans would alone 
reap any advantage from the passage of these resolutions. Such an argument 
was absurd. 


MR. H. SHERWOOD, (Toronto) said, when the question was before discussed, 
he had not an opportunity to express his opinion upon it. He did not think 
that they should show too much anxiety to pass the measure.24 Mr. Dix 
had endeavoured to enforce on the minds of the American people the idea 
that they will alone reap all the advantages derivable from the passage of 
the reciprocity measure; and he would allow that gentleman to continue to 
urge and enforce that idea, and not be hasty and ill-timed motion on our 
part to destroy its effect, and give the Americans reason to believe that 
it was unfounded25 and thought it would be a great deal better to delay 
the measure.26 He agreed cordially in the principle involved in the 
resolution2/ and would vote for it if it were delayed. He thought that 
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the Ministry had not exerted themselves sufficiently to procure protection. 
He believed that they had not adopted the true policy. They had exerted 
themselves far more to open markets in the United States, than to get 
protection in the British markets. The feeling of nine-tenths of the 
people of Upper Canada was in favor of protection, yet they had refused 

to let one word of protection appear in the address, and it had gone home 
without it. It had been said that it was absurd to say that England would 
return to her old system--if so, there was nothing absurd in asking for 
protection. He would vote for the amendment as it at present stood; but 


that if the resolution was deferred, he would then vote for it cheerfully.28 


DR. DAVIGNON.--M. l'orateur, je ne dirai que quelques mots sur cette 
question. Je partage les sentiments exprimés par mon hon. ami pour 
Rimouski. Je dirai de plus que je suis convaincu moi, qu'il n'y a pas de 
pays qui demande plus de protection que celui-ci. Et ce sont les cultiva- 
teurs Canadiens surtout qui en ont besoin. Mes hon. amis pour Kamouraska 
et Chambly diront la méme chose. Une autre raison qui me porte 4a dire 
que nous devons adopter 1l'amendement que je seconde, c'est celle-ci. 

Nous autres habitants nous sommes ignorants et nous pouvons bien nous 
tromper, mais nous craignons, qu'en otant les droits d'entrée sur les 
produits américains, que t6t ou tard on sera forcé d'avoir recrous aux 
taxes directes. Voila ume des raisons pour lesquelles je ne suis pas 
prét A voter pour la proposition telle qu'elle est. 

Quant a 1l'idée du libre échange en elle-méme, il se peut qu'elle ait 
du bon. Mais je dis qu'elle est contraire qux intéréts de nos habitants 
des campagnes. Une des raisons pour lesquelles notre agriculture n'est 
pas aussi proposére que l'agriculture l'est ailleurs, c'est que nos 
habitants négligent d'élever des animaux. Ca serait le seul moyen 
d'améliorer leurs terres. Eh! bien, si aujourd'hui, malgré des droits 
presque prohibitifs sur l'entrée dans ce pays des animaux des Etats- 
Unis, nos habitants ne sont pas en état de lutter avec les américains, 
ils le seront encore bien moins, si nous adoptons les résolutions qu'on 
nous propose en ce moment. On dit que les marchés des Etats-Unis donnent 
de bons prix. Pourquoi donc les américains aménent-ils cic leurs animaux? 
Je demeure dans un comté ot on ne voit que des animaux des Etats-Unis. 

Je ne vois pas pourquoi on aménerait ces animaux sur nos marchés, si on 
pouvait les vendre plus cher aux Etats-Unis. 

Je connais un boucher qui a4 lui seul fait venir des Etats-Unis pour 
douze cents louis d'animaux. C'est parce que je suis convaincu que 
cette mesure nuit aux intéréts des cultivateurs que je crois devoir voter 
en faveur de l'amendement que j'ai secondé.29 


MR. CHAUVEAU said he was in favour of the principle of this measure; 
but believed his constituents were opposed to it as it stood39. He sought 
to obtain an exemption in the articles of living cattle and fresh meat. 

He considered the Navigation of the St. Lawrence of far more importance 

than the present measure. Having recorded his vote against the the intro- 
duction of living cattle and fresh meat, he would3t gladly also give his 

vote for the main motion.32 Je ne crois pas qu'elle puisse d'ailleurs 

6tre nuisible au progrés de cette province. Je crois au contraire, qu'avec 
la navigation libre et le chemin de fer d'Halifax et de Québec, elle nous 
sera favorable. Sans cela, j'ai mes doutes sur l'efficacité de cette mesure. 
La plus grande partie du commerce se fera alors avec 1'Angleterre par les 
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Etats-Unis. Au contraire, avec un chemin de fer de Québec 4 Halifax, l'effet 
d'avoir les droits sur pes produits Américains devra entrainer tout le com- 
merce de l'ouest par la voie du St. Laurent. Dans ce sas le manufacturiers 
et les producteurs de toutes sortes auront une compensation pour le tort 
qu'ils pourraient d'ailleurs souffrir. Nos agriculteurs auront l'avantage 
d'un double marché. Pour plusieurs articles ils peuvent soutenir la concur- 
rence, il n'y a que ceux qu'on propose de retrancher pour lesquels ils ne 
peuvent pas supporter la concurrence, et pour lesquels ils ont droit de 
demander une protection, qui, si elle leur est refusée, leur servira de 
titre, du moins pour demander des améliorations qu'on leur refuse depuis 
longtemps et qui ne leur seront qu'une juste compensation pour le tort qu'‘ils 
pourront souffrir de cette mesure.33 


MR. CHIEF COM. P. W. TACHE.--M. l'orateur, malgré les compliments flat- 
teurs qui nous ont été adressés de la part d'hommes qui se supposent avoir 
seuls tout le bon sens, toutes les connaissances possibles, je crois devoir 
m'opposer a la liberté de commerce avec les Etats-Unis. De la part d'hommes 
qui s'attribuent une supériorité si grande, j'attendais des arguments ir- 
résistibles, j'avoue néanmoins qu'ils ne m'ont nullement convaincu. Je 
sais combien il est beau de marcher sous une lumiére, ou se trouve inscrit 
le mot liberté. Ce mot excite toujours beaucoup de prestige. Je redoute 
néanmoins la mesure qui nous est proposée; je crains qu'elle ne soit d'un 
effet funeste pour le Bas-Canada.34 It was said, indeed, that Upper Canada 
could compete with the United States, and it was asked why Lower Canada 
should prevent them. The reason was that Lower Canada could not compete 
with the United States; and if either must make a sacrifice, it was Upper 
Canada, which was the most rich.35 On sait que l'agriculteur canadien ne 
peut pas élever des bestiaux avec autant d'avantage que l'agriculteur 
américain. Et si l'on force notre cultivateur 4 rentrer ainsi en compéti- 
tion avec un voisin plus puissant, loin de l'encourager a réformer ce qu'il 
y a de vicieux dans son systéme d'agriculture, on apporte chez lui le dé- 
couragement et plus nous avancerons, moins nous serons capables de supporter 
la compétition; tandis que quelques années encore de protection ne pourraient 
que nous mettre en état de rentrer avec les américains en pleine compétition. 

Je trouve la preuve de ce que je dis ici dans un tableau des revenus36 
paid on agricultural produce in 1847 and 184837 que je tiens 4 la main. Ce 
tableau montre que, malgré des droits trés élevés, les américains n'ont pas 
cessé de nous amener leurs produits et surtout leurs animaux, quoiqu'ils 
eussent a payer 35 chelins d'entrée sur un seul boeuf, droit qui équivaut 
presque a une prohibition. Que sera-ce done lorsqu'ils pourront rentrer 
libres avec leurs prohibition. Que sera-ce donc lorsqu'ils pourront rentrer 
libres avec leurs produits? Nous ne serons alors jamais capables de con- 
courir avec eux. Malgré cela on nous assure que nous avons raison de vouloir 
la liberté de commerce avec les Etats-Unis. J'avoue mon infériorité sur ce 
genre de questions; mais je ne reconnaise l'infaillibilité de personne, 
et tant qu'on ne m'aura pas prouvé que j'ai tort, je croirai avoir 
raison. On adit: cette mesure va hausser les prix de nos produits; 
les marchés de New York sont meilleurs que les autres marchés, mais 
d'autres nous disent: tout le monde a intérét 4 ce que les prix de nos 
produits soient bas, et la liberté de commerce ne peut manquer de les 
faire baisser. J'aime 4 croire qu'on a raison, mais je ne veux pas moi 
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qu'on fasse baisser les prix de nos produits agricoles. 

L'hon. inspecteur général nous dit, si vous demandez de la protection 
contre les Etats-Unis il vous faudra aussi demander contre le Haut-Canada. 
Mais deux noirs ne font pas un blanc.38 The Lower Canadians, then, did not 
desire to have two rivals, because they were forced to have one.39 I1 est 
impossible d'empécher les Américains d'y apporter les leurs.40 The pro- 
ducers of Upper Canada thought this measure would raise the price of produces 
by giving them better markets; but there was another party who, in the 
interest of consumers, hoped that it would make provisions cheap. Of 
this number was the Inspector-General, who said it was for the advantage of 
the country that all articles should be cheap. Now, he had a great con- 
fidence in the opinion of the Inspector-General, and he should therefore 
vote against the bill, because he did not want to make provisions cheap; 
but to afford good markets to the farmers.41 Vient ensuite la partie de 
la question la plus importante 4 mon point de vue. Je ne crois pas que 
la libre navigation du St.-Laurent soit liée avec cette mesure. Rien 
empéche qu'on permette aux produits Américains de passer par nos canaux, 
sans avoir la liberté de concourir sur nos marchés, sans payer de droits. 

En terminant, je dirai que je n'ai pas parlé pour convaincre qui que 
ce soit; ca se fait rarement ici. Je n'ai voulu que faire connaitre mon 
opinion ainsi que les raisons qui me portaient a voter contre cette 
resolution. °= 


MR. BADGLEY would say very few words. As the representative of an 
agricultural county, he would vote for the resolution before the House. He 
believed that it would satisfy the people of the Eastern Townships, by afford- 
ing them two markets in place of one. He knew the people of the Eastern 
Townships were in favor of reciprocity43 if carried out in a fair and 
equitable manner.44 He should vote for the measure of the Government and 
against the amendment. It appeared to him that it would not remain there; 
all seemed to show that, notwithstanding restriction, they still found 
better markets there than here. This is an agricultural, and not a manu- 
facturing country. 


M. PAPINEAU.--I1 me semble, M. l'orateur, qui (sic) les hon. membres, 
qui veulent revenir au systéme usé de la protection, voulaient étre con- 
séquens avec eux-mémes, ils trouveraient la protection en faveur de nos 
cultivateurs bien plus compléte dans la prohibition entiére avec les Etats- 
Unis. Ils ne considérent que la consommation que Québec et Montréal peuvent 
faire et ils ne veulent pas qu'on puisse leur faire concurrence sur ces 
marchés du Bas-Canada. Le plus stir moyen d'atteindre ce but serait de 
demander la prohibition entiére des produits des Etats-Unis. Pour rentrer 
plus avant dans leurs vues, cette prohibition devrait @tre suivie de la 
prohibition d'étudier aussi tout ce qui regarde les institutions politiques 
des Etats-Unis. Eloignés de toute comparaison, nous nous admirerions dans 
notre ignorance; pour plaire 4 1l'hon. membre pour le comté de Sherbrooke, 

il nous faudra renoncer a4 tout progrés qui pourrait nous venir de la 
république voisine. 

Il nous dit, pour nous porter a abandonner cette mesure; il y a des 
considérations plus élevées que celles de l'argent et du profit, qui doivent 
nous guider dans notre décision sur cette question. J'admets que le libre 
échange peut enrichir le pays, mais voyons les conséquences de cette mesure; 
ne tendra-t-elle pas a diminuer notre admiration pour les institutions an- 
glaises? ne tendra-t-elle pas a augmenter au contraire notre admiration 
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pour les institutions américaines. Nous serons done toujours condamnés 

a vivre dans l'ignorance? I1 ne faut donc pas craindre d'avoir trop de 
sources OU nous pouvons puiser de luminéres? Ces erreurs sont capitales. 
nous formons partie de la grande société humaine; et nous devons étudier 
les progrés qui se font de toutes parts. D'abord nous avons A nous demander 
quel a été pour nous le résultat du systéme colonial qui consistait dans 

la protection des produits coloniaux sur les marchés de la métropole; 
systéme de souffrance mutuelle, de monopole qui élevait la valeur de tout 
ce que nous avions a vendre sur les marchés anglais, nous empéchait d'aller 
vendre nos produits ailleurs et fesait payer, aux classes pauvres d'Angle- 
terre, le pain a des prix beaucoup plus élevés. 

On voudrait nous faire revenir au systéme de la protection de 1'Angle- 
terre abandonné depuis deux ans. Mais est-ce qu'on ne comprend pas que 
jamais on pourra espérer voir 1'Angleterre revenir 4 ce systéme du moyen 
age? Est-ce que l'on ne se rappelile pas que le gouvernement anglais a été 
forcé par le peuple A abandonner les lois protectives? qu'il n'a fait que 
céder A la crainte d'une rétribution de la part du peuple plongé dans la 
souffrance par les hauts prix d'objets pour lui de premiére nécessité? 

Ne croit-on pas aussi que, quand il a fallu au gouvernement auglais céder 
ainsi ainsi aux voeux des neuf diximémes de la population anglaise, ¢a 
serait pour nous un réve que de vouloir faire revivre en Angleterre des 
jours de protection et de monopole? Ce n'est pas une demande comme celle- 
14 qui pourra @tre entendue aujourd'hui dans notre métropole. Ainsi, il 
ne faut pas que la considération du retour vers un ordre de choses qui ne 
peut qu'étre de plus en plus condamné, a4 mesure que les idées du peuple 
s'éclaireront, puisse avoir la moindre influence sur nos délibérations. 
Mais prenant la détermination du gouvernement anglais telle qu'elle est 

de nous retrancher toute protection, demandons-nous simplement la liberté 
de commerce, est-elle ou n'est-elle pas véritablement le meilleur moyen, 
non pas pour nous donner le pouvoir d'y aller quand on le jugera con- 
venable, quand nous y trouverons notre profit; retirerons-nous quel- 
qu'avantage de cette faculté? voila la considération qui doit nous 

guider en ce moment sur cette question. Mais les hon. membres disent, 
nous croyons que la réciprocité sera trés favorable aux canadiens, par 
rapport a la vente de leurs troupeux et de leurs bois, mais nous craignons 
qu'elle ne leur soit pas également profitable pour la vente de leurs chevaux: 
Ils voudraient qu'on put faire des réglements qui pussent nous donner tous 
les avantages et rien aux américains. Mais est-ce qu'on peut espérer voir 
des personnes faire un marché sans que tous y aient quelques intéréts? 
Est-ce qu'on espére qu'il y a moyen pour des personnes qui sont libres de 
traiter ou non ensemble, de dire fesons un marché, 4a condition qu'il sera 
toujours 4 votre avantage, jamais pour le notre? Nous convenons qu'il y 
aun gain d'assuré pour la plus grande partie de nos produits, il ne faut 
donc pas s'arréter 4 la possibilité qu'il y ait une perte légére sur un de 
ces articles qui sont mentionnés dans la résolution. Le Haut-Canada est 
déja, dit-on, préparé 4 soutenir la compétition la plus libre. Pourquoi 
ne le serions-nous pas? Pourquoi voulons-nous le systéme de protection 
qui n'a rien fait pour notre agriculture? Ce systéme de protection ne 
développera pas, comme on le pense, notre industrie, plus vite que ne le 
ferait la liberté de commerce; c'est tout le contraire. Ce sont les 
améliorations que l'on a faites dans le Haut-Canada qui l'ont mis en état 
de rentrer en compétition avec les Etats-Unis. Donnez des améliorations 
au Bas-Canada et vous lui procurerez les mémes avantages. La protection 
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n'a pas rendu bon notre systéme de culture et elle ne pourra jamais 
atteindre ce but. La partie défectueuse de notre culture est le peu 
d'attention que nous donnons 4 nos animaux. Ce qui est essentiel 4 

une bonne culture, c'est d'avoir des racines pour 1'éléve du bétail. 
C'est ce changement dans notre culture qu'il nous faut. Nous ne pourrons 
rentrer qu'alors en compétition avec les américains dans la vente de nos 
animaux. I1 nous faudra, pour atteindre ce but important, cultiver sur 
un pied considérable, les navets et autres racines nécessaires a élever 
des bestiaux. Dans chaque pays il est un instinct, un bon sens général, 
qui dirige le travail de ses habitants vers l'industrie naturellement la 
plus productive, et nous, nous ne pouvons pas espérer @tre toujours ven- 
deurs et jamais acheteurs. 

La remarque que le commerce des animaux produit des droits 4 un montant 
assez modique, pour qu'on voye qu'il ne peut pas décourager l'industrie, 
n'est pas juste. S'il y a des moments ou nous recevons au moyen de ces 
tarifs sur l'entrée des animaux américains en Canada des revenus assez 
élevés, il y a des moments ou nous perdons et tout ce que recoivent les 
américains est une diminution des profits que les cultivateurs feraient 
sous le systéme du libre @échange. Je crois donc qu'il y a erreur de 
croire 4 la possibilité d'un retour au systéme de protection; que dés ce 
moment il faut chercher 4a se donner les marchés nouvaux. Et nous devons 
nous souvenir que le marché nouveau le plus avantageux sera toujours 
celui qui sera le plus prét. A mesure que nos rapports deviendront plus 
faciles avec les grands centres de population, avec les villes dont la 
consommation est la plus considérable, plus nous verrons hausser le prix 
de nos produits; et peu doit nous importer quels soient ces villes ou 
grands centres de population. Est-ce qu'il ne serait pas trés a désirer 
que New-York nous fut donné comme marché, avec sa population aussi riche 
que nombreuse; avec son port magnifique, fréquenté par les navires de 
toutes les nations? Est-ce qu'il ne serait pas a désirer que New-York 
fut A nos portes, a quelques milles d'ici? Ne sentons-nous pas que cette 
ville est le meilleur de tous les marchés que nous puissions avoir et 
que nous serions heureux de pouvoir nous rendre sans dépense quelconque? 
La multiplicité des canaux est le moyen artificiel de diminuer pour nous 
les frais de transport de quelques produits que ce soit. Le district de 
Québec est presque toujours aussi accessible que celui de Montréal 4a 
New-York. L'amélioration dela (sic) riviére Chambly donne aussi a Québec, 
New-York comme le lieu de consommation et de la vente de ses produits, comme 
il le donne a Montréal. Si de nouvaux ouvrages, qui ne sont pas encore 
achevés, nous donnaient 4 tous un port de mer comme celui de New-York, 
est-ce que le bon sens commun ne nous conduirait pas a adopter le marché 
le moins couteux? Le systéme colonial est tombé dans l'esprit de tous 
les hommes instruits depuis 1775. Lorsque les colonies anglaises se sont 
séparées, elles étaient loin d'étre ce qu'elles sont aujourd'hui et 1'Angle- 
terre était loin d'en tirer les profits qu'elle en retire actuellement; de 
cette 6poque les hommes d'état en sont unanimement venus 4 la conclusion 
que le systéme coloniale (sic) est nuisible et aux métropoles et aux 
colonies. A la suite d'Adam Smith, tous les hommes d'état versés dans 
la connaissance des affaires publiques; tous les @écrivains marquants qui 
ont écrit sur les différents systémes commerciaux ont condamné le régime 
colonial. Et l'expérience a montré combien était juste en pratique cette 
théorie des @conomistes. En voyant combien les colonies anglaises de toutes 
les parties du monde, sous le systéme colonial de la protection et des 
monopoles, sont restés en arriére des Etats-Unis avec leur liberté de commerce, 
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on ne peut qu'étre frappé des avantages de la liberté en tous genres pour 
les peuples, ainsi que des désavantages, des efets mortels de la dépendance, 
des lois restrictives, et des systémes producteurs. Encore une fois, tous 
les @crivains éclairés du jour sont unanimes 4 condamner le systéme colonial 
et les lois protectives; la liberté et tout et partout, voila leur principe. 
Je dis donc quand il y a um accord pareil sur un semblable sujet, de 
tous les hommes éclairés de la France, de l'Angleterre et des Etats-Unis, 
je dis qu'il n'y a pas a4 hésiter sur ce sujet. I1 n'y a pas un nom auquel 
s'attache aujourd'hui quelque confiance qui ait traité ce sujet et ne soit 
pas favorable a la liberté des @changes. Or, quand il n'y a pas un homme 
d'éducation forte qui n'ait déploré de voir le monde enchainé par les fers 
des systémes aussi fautifs, nous devons nous guider non pas seulement par 
ce qui pourrait @tre l'idée des classes moins instruite (sic) mais sur 
l'opinion unanime des savants, de ceux qui ont pour mission d'étudier 
cette sorte de questions. C'est se tromper sur les sentiments de nos 
concitoyens que de croire que l'on doive agir contrairement 4 cette opinion. 
Il faut par le raisonnement, par le courage 4a combattre les erreurs 
du peuple, quand il tombe dans l'erreur, lui montrer que plus il aura de 
liberté, plus il reconnaitra la nécessité de s'instruire, d'avoir une bonne 
culture; les masses finissent toujours par reconnaitre la vérité qu'on 
leur proclame. Je crois donc que quelques uns de nos collégues qui doivent 
avoir assez d'influence, agissent mal en se soutenant en ce moment dans 
leur démarche par les préjugés régnants dans les classes moins instruites, 
qui les portent 4 s'attacher a un systéme abandonné, usé, qui a été nuisible 
jusqu'a présent partout ot il s'est montré; et cela, lorsque nous avons 
espérance qu'en augementant nos rapports commerciaux nous augmenterons la 
richesse, le bien-étre de nos cultivateurs en leur facilitant la vente de 
leurs produits, et les metterons par 1a seul en @tat de supporter sans 
trop d'inconvénients les pertes qu'ils pourront d'ailleurs avoir a4 souffrir 
en conséquence de cette mesure. Mais il n'est pas vrai que certains de nos 
habitants aient tant a souffrir qu'on le dit de l'introduction de cette 
mesure. Le district de Québec qui est privé de pouvoir facilement élever 
des bestiaux ne pourra lui aussi qu'y gagner. Les hon. membres savent 
bien qu'on a a Québec l'habitude de venir chercher des animaux 4 Montréal; 
que la fréquentation des ports de Québec par les vaisseaux étranges ont 
donné cet avantage aux habitants du district de Québec tout entier. Des 
circonstances particuliéres qui ont voulu que dans le Bas-Canada on s'entendit 
moins bien que chez nos voisins 4 1'éléve des bestiaux, et que notre culture 
fat privée de cet immense avantage. Nous ne pourrons y remédier que par 
la culture des racines; non pas, par des systémes de protection. 
Tant que nous ne cultiverons pas des navets et autres racines pour la 
nourriture de nos animaux, nous serons exposés, comme jusqu'ici, a voir 
nos habitants perdre 1l'hiver les animaux qu'ils auront élevés avec peine 
1'été d'auparavent. Le printemps nos habitants sont presque toujours plus 
pauvres qu'en automme. Eh: il doit en @tre tout le contraire. Notre 
systéme de nourrir les animaux uniquement avec les produits des prairies 
est donc vicieux? La ou la culture est bien entendue, le cultivateur 
chaque printemps doit étre toujours de plus au plus riche. La meilleure 
des mesures est celle qui est pour 1' avantage des deux partis intéressés; 
nous de devons pas craindre que les Etats-Unis retirent quelques profits 
ce cette mesure; tout de qu'il nous importe, c'est que nous y ayons nous 
mémes avantage. Quant 4 l'observation que c'est montrer trop d'empressement 
que d'adpoter a présent cette résolution; que le congrés n'a pas encore 
agi, c'est une observation qui mérite a peine qu'on y fasse attention. 
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Les représentants de 25 millions d'habitants riches et prospéres, qui 
ne peuvent, dans tous les cas, avoir que peu d'intéréts a cette mesure, 
sont moins dans la nécessité de se hater que nous qui sommes dans la 
pauvreté, et qui avons un grand besoin de réciprocité. Si l'action des 
Etats-Unis est lente, ils ont moins besoin de cette mesure que nous, et 
c'est a nous 4 nous hater de montrer au congrés notre bonne volonté en 
cette occasion, et a l'intéresser ainsi en notre faveur. C'est une 
mauvaise idée que de vouloir croire qu'un commerce puisse profiter 4 une 
seule des parties et subsister longtemps. Le commerce ne peut se maintenir 
entre deux partis que lorsque tous deux y ont intérét; autrement 1'épuise- 
ment de ses resources le fera finir pour l'une des parties. Tout le nort 
(sic) des Etats-Unis semble acquiescer 4 notre demande. Le sud, il est 
vrai, fait un peu d'objection et ce n'est pas bien @étonnant. I1 faut 
avouer qu'avec ses institutions, il n'est pas la partie la plus avancée, 
entr'’autres choses, dans la liberté de commerce telle que comprise par 
les peuples les plus avancés de l'Europe. Leur indifférence sur le 
commerce avec le Canada vient de ce qu'ils en sont @éloignés, comme notre 
indifférence 4 nous vient surtout de l'habitude. Nous avons pour nous les 
hommes instruits qui dans le congrés s'attachent 4 donner suite 4 cette 
mesure, et il y a lieu d'espérer qu'ils y donmneront suite dans cette 
session. 

Toujours nos propositions ne sont que propres a augmenter nos chances 
de succés, en soutenant dans le congrés les personnes qui s'intéressent 
a la passation de cette mesure dont nous avons plus besoin que les Etats- 
Unis, puisqu'elle tend et peut manquer 4 augmenter notre prospérité. 

C'est donc 4 nous 4 commercer 1'action, a commencer 4 agir. 

Nous avons moins de difficultés a4 rencontrer que nos amis dans cette 
mesure, de l'autre coété des lignes. D'ailleurs nous nous ferons honneur, 
en nous montrant les premiers au niveau des connaissances actuelles du 


monde civilisé, en cherchant la liberté de commerce le plus vite possible. 4 


M. CARTIER.--M. l'orateur, dans une discussion comme celle-ci, je 
m'attendais bien 4 nous voir faire des objections par les membres du Haut- 
Canada, mais je ne croyais pas a avoir d'objections formulées de la part 
de membres du Bas-Canada. M. l'orateur, je suis dans ce moment ici le 
plus 4 méme de déduire mes raisons que je l'aurais été l'autre soir, lors 
de la premiére discussion sur cette question. D'abord un des cdtés de 
cette question a été de savoir si le Bas-Canada @tait en état de lutter 
avec les Etats-Unis par rapport aux objets dont il s'agit. Je dis donc 
que je croyais avoir de l'objection de la part du Haut-Canada plutét que 
du Bas-Canada; c'est que le Haut-Canada produit a peu prés les mémes 
produits que les Etats-Unis. Je dis que la production du Bas-Canada est 
un peu différente de celle du Haut-Canada. La raison en est simple; c'est 
que, quoiqu'il ait @té remarqué que le Bas-Canada ne produit que des menus- 
grains, il ne faut pas regarder avec mépris cette récolte. Que serait 
devenu le Bas-Canada, si nous n'avions pas eu ces menus-grains, ces années 
derniéres? Eh! bien je dis donc que depuis trente trois la seule chose 
qui ait sauvé le Bas-Canada de la ruine et de la famine4/ since 1832 and 
183348 qui l'ont fait végéter, c'est cette production. Je dis cela parce 
que je regrette que l'hon. membre pour Simcoe49 OR the hon. member for 
Saguenay 9 auquel je reconnais une grande somme de bon-sens, ait parlé 
avec légéreté de cette récolte. I1 est constaté que le Bas-Canada peut 
produire ce grain en grande abondance. 

Que doivent donc faire les législateurs, c'est d'adopter quelques 
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mesures pour obtenir les meilleurs prix pour ces menus-grains. Que nous 
est-il offert aujourd'hui? I1 nous est offert par les états d'aller vendre 
tous nos produits sur leurs marchés. Est-ce que la mesure qui est aujourd'hui 
en discussion dans le sénat n'a pas été adoptée dans la Chambre des représen- 
tants 4 la derniére session? Fallait-il attendre qu'on se mait (sic) 4a 
genoux devant nous?9l He thought if there were any supplicating, it should 
come from Canada, which was suffering for want of the measure being carried. 
Les Etats-Unis ont fait plus qu'ils devaient faire en cette occasion. Je 
partage l'’opinion de l'hon. membre pour le comté de Saint Maurice. Quand 
bien méme les américains n'auraient rienfait, nous devions prendre 1l'ini- 
tiative nous qui souffrons. Ils se sont montrés plus généreux que nous 
avions droit de l'espérer. Eh! bien, l'adoption d'une mesure semblable 
dans cette Chambre, nécessairement devra faciliter l'adoption de la mesure 
au congrés. M. l'orateur, dans le cours de la discussion, il a été fait 
mention qu'en 1844 le Bas-Canada a produit de toutes espéces de grains 

onze millions de minots; il les a produits depuis et les produira encore. 
Eh! bien si ces mis-grains au moyen de la mesure qu'ondiscute actuelle 
ment devaient nous donner un chelin de plus par minots, quelle ne serait 
pas notre richesse au prix de ce qu'elle est: Est-ce que ceci n'est pas 
pour nous un objet important? 

Il ne faut pas perdre de vue que le Bas-Canada dépend .surtout de ses 
mis-grains. Je laisse aux membres pour le Haut-Canada de discuter cette 
mesure, pour l'autre partie de la province. Mais pour moi Bas-Canadian, 
qui ai toute ma famille 4 la campagne, qui ai moi-méme des terres que je 
fais cultiver, je dois discuter cette mesure pour le Bas-Canada. Eh! 
bien, je dis que cette mesure importante est la seule que nous puissons 
adopter pour soulager l'agriculture et le commerce qui souffrent. C'est 
un fait notoire; tout le monde sait que le district de Montréal regorge 
de produits qu'on ne peut pas vendre. Eh! bien, aujourd'hui il faut 
ouvrir un marché auquel nous appelle, malgré ce qu'on a dit, la diversité 
de climat et de sol. Les états de 1'Union américaine qui entourent ce 
pays, a partir du Maine 4 1'Etat de New-York, produisent-ils des avoines, 
de l'orge et des pois? Ils en produisent, mais en petite quantité; il 
leur faut souvent s'en passer ou aller les chercher ailleurs. Je puis 
citer a l'appui de ceci un fait incontestable, un fait personnel. L'année 
derniére, je suis allé aux Etats-Unis. Un jour que j'étais a Boston, je 
me suis enquis des prix du marché. J'ai appris avec douleur et étonne- 
ment quels grands prix les cultiveteurs y recevaient pour leurs produits, 
quand nos pauvres cultivateurs sont obligés de donner leurs produits 4 
des prix si petits. J'en ai subi du chagrin, de la douleur, et je me 
suis bien promis, qu'appelé a prendre part a la vie publique, je ferais 
tout en mon pouvoir pour ouvrir a mes concitoyens un marché si avantageux. 
J'ai vu vendre sur les marchés de Boston, les pois 4 six chelins le minot 
of barley 3s.94 et l'avoine trois chelins. Eh! bien, je me suis informé 
de la raison pour laquelle ces produits se vendaient si chers. On m'a 
dit, c'est parce qu'on n'en a pas beaucoup et qu'on en a un grand besoin 
pour la consommation des Antilles. Eh! bien le Bas-Canada aprés une mesure 
comme celle-1a va se trouver entouré parla nouvelle Angleterre qui lui 
ouvrira un marché certain, accessible 4 tous les habitants comme a tous 
les districts de la province; au district de Montréal comme au district 
de Québec par la riviére Chambly. Les deux districts feront transporter 
leurs produits 4 New-York et 4a Boston2> especially as the railway from 
Boston was now nearly completed to Burlington, to which Quebec could send 
by the Richelieu Canal56 en sorte que nos produits, on pourra les diriger, 
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sur le point qu'on voudra pour son intérét. Ne sera-ce pas 1a un avantage 
immense pour le Bas-Canada? Personne ne saurait le méconnaitre. Une autre 
raison qui m'engage, M. l'orateur, a4 tenir la ligne d'argumentation que je 
tiens, est celle-ci: lorsque autrefois, avant la passation du bill qui 
impose des droits sur les produits Américains qui viennent dans ce pays, 

il n'en venait pas plus qu'aujourd'hui. 

Je le demande: est-il a la connaissance des membres de cette Chambre, 
que les américains aient, pas exemple, jamais envoyés sur nos marchés un 
seul minot de pois? Non; car ils n'en produisent pas assez pour suffire 
a leur propre consommation. Ils ont un besion continuel de nos mis-grains; 
et aujourd'hui nous perdrions l'occasion de leur en donner! Je ne crois 
pas que ca soit la décision de cette Chambre. I1 a été fait allusion, 

M. l'orateur, par l'hon. membre pour Sherbrooke a une objection qu'il 

avait contre cette mesure. I1 dit que ce bill devrait é@tre appelé bill 

pour l'annexion du Haut-Canada aux Etats-Unis. Je répondrai quelques 

mots a ceci. D'abord 1l'hon. membre doit savoir que dans le monde aujourd'hui 
l'intérét est la mesure des affaires. Je demande a l'hon. membre, s'il 

est producteur, et il l'est je lui demande, si lui ne serait pas satisfait, 
tout loyal qu'il soit; est-ce qu'il trouverait mal qu'on vint lui donner 
double prix pour ses produits? Est-ce que sa loyauté l'empécherait de 
recevoir un prix des américains pour ses produits, qu'il n'en retirerait 

pas d'un autre coté? Est-ce qu'il refuserait l'argent des américains 

plutot que de tout autre, parcequ'ils sont républicains. Non, il ne le 
ferait pas; il ne devrait pas le faire, méme dans l'intérét de sa loyauté. 
Plus on est riche, plus on est puissant et plus on peut défendre sa loyauté. 
Je ne crains pas, comme l'hon. membre, que la mesure en question ait les 
effets qu'il en attend. I1 est vrai que nous allons nous trouver vis-a-vis 
des Etats-Unis comme chaque état vis-a-vis les uns des autres. Nous aurons 
l'avantage qu'ils ont de commercer entr'eux, sans géne ni restrictions.2/ 
But all that was asked with reference to the communication between Canada 
and the United States, was to put them on the same oon ine as Pennsylvania 
and New York, which traded together, without restriction. 8 Nous allons 
nous trouver dans la méme position, mais nous aurons de moins les charges 
de l'Union. Tout le monde sait que les revenus des douanes sont consommés 
pour les dépenses du gouvernement fédéral et chaque état est obligé de 
payer a part les frais de son gouvernement local. Eh bien, nous allons 
nous trouver dans l'Union, sans avoir 4 concourir 4 payer les dépenses du 
gouvernement fédéral. Je dis donc que la passation de cette mesure, au 
lieu d'avoir la tendance que semble appréhender mon hon. ami, aura un 
effet tout contraire. Je dirai, maintenant, aussi quelques mots, M. 
l'orateur, en réponse a 1'argumentation de l'hon. membre pour le comté de 
Rouville. 11 semble craindre que la passation de cette mesure aménera 

la ruine de nos revenus. Eh! bien, je suis bien aise de la lecture que 
nous a faite l'hon. membre pour le comté de? Rimouski ((who)) had read 
tables to show that the amount collected last year was but £15,000. How 
would it be necessary to impose direct taxes to make up such a sum as that? 
Je trouve dans la lecture de ce document la raison la plus convainquante 
contre l'espéce de raisonnement de 1'hon. membre pour le comté de Rouville. 
J'entends mon hon. ami dire que la somme de revenus qu'il a trouvé dans 

ce tableau sera autant de moins dans notre poche; mais il perd de vue que 
de l'autre coté des lignes on préléve sur les chevaux canadiens des sommes 
encore bien plus considérables; et que nos cultivateurs perdent ce qu'ils 
auraient eu de plus sur le prix. 61 At this moment American speculators 
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were running over the Richelieu country to purchase grain; but of course 
they could not pay so much as they do, butfor the American duty of only 20 
per cent. 


MR. WATTS said, that remarks which he had made upon the question upon 
a former occasion, had been misunderstood, and that some members appeared 
to think that he had been very inconsistent in the remarks he had made, as 
he had formerly been much in favour of protection. He would just remind 
them that there was no protection before 1841, and then the Canadian farmers 
only asked protection because the Americans that year put a duty of 20 per 
cent upon their products, and, therefore compelled them to stop at their 
own markets, and while they were prohibited from going to the American 
markets, the Americans came with their produce and glutted their market, 
and the Canadian farmers were obligated to take the prices of a glutted 
market®3, It was not until that period that the latter class asked for 
protection; they desired it in consequence of being prohibited from taking 
their produce to the States.©°4 And that was the reason why he supported 
the giving them protection in 1843, 95° ff) a fair reciprocal trade were 
established between the two countries, it would in reality be a great boon. 
But there was a change contemplated by the Americans, and now they were 
for going back to the old system. The farmers were in favour of their 
doing so, and that was the ground upon which he supported the Resolution, 
which only provided that if the Americans took off the duties, they would. 
If the Americans put on the duties again, they would not have to legislate 
again, because the resolution said that American produce was only to be 
admitted when they admitted free into the United States our produce. He 
could state that prices had been higher in the United States for years, 
and how reciprocity could injure the Canadian farmer he could not conceive. 
During the last fall, from his own immediate neighbourhood, from 1,000 to 
1,500 head of cattle were driven past his own door to the United States, 
where they had paid some four or five dollars a head of duty, and sold 
there. If they had reciprocity would not that duty, which, supposing it 
to average four dollars a head, would amount to 1,500 dollars, have gone 
into the pockets of the Habitants, instead of going to increase the United 
States revenue? The hon. member then went on to comment on what had been 
stated about the measure affecting the Canadian market for butter, and to 
contend that as this country was one which exported that article, the price 
would be solely governed by the English market, and to say that he thought 
that this country could also compete with the Americans in cattle; if the 
French Canadian farmers required protection on this article, it was their 
own fault, and that they should try to adopt improvements which would 
enable them to do.67 The hon. members who oppose this resolution would do 
their constituents much more good if they would attend some of the American 
fairs and purchase some of their numerous labour-saving machines, or stock, 
for the purpose of importing, than by any protection they could impose. 
The Agricultural Societies had done much good in this way; but he did not 
think that they had all taken the right course. Some had expended their 
funds in the purchase of the best beasts in other countries, whilst others 
divided the money in premiums upon the articles which they at the moment 
possessed. The hon. gentleman then repeated the same arguments, which 
had been already urged in favour of the resolutions, illustrating them by 
several facts which had come to his own knowledge, and in conclusion said 
that he had no hesitation whatever in supporting the motion of the hon. 
member for Lincoln, as it would be a means of benefit to his constituents 
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and to Wien tete 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS said, that an extraordinary feature appeared in 
the discussion which had taken place in this measure,®9 and that was the 
opposite views entertained by the very few opponents of the resolution 
proposed by his hon. friend the member for Lincoln. They had the hon. 
members like the member for Essex, Toronto and Huron, who professed them- 
selves favourable to the principle of the resolution, and yet were joining 
the opponents in their attempts to defeat it,/0 because they thought it 
inexpedient to pass it at that time./l1 Then there were the Protectionists, 
such as the hon. members for Frontenac and Prince Edward opposed to the whole 
principle of the resolution, who therefore gave it a strenuous opposition 
and lastly, there were those who, like the hon. members for the Counties of 
Quebec, Rouville, and Lotbiniére, avowed themselves in favor of the measure, 
but merely proposed to omit certain articles from the resolution, the effect 
of which--as the hon. member for Quebec must have perceived if he had given 
any consideration to the subject--must be to defeat the measure. With 
regard to the first class of opponents--those whose opinions had been 
expressed by the hon. member for Toronto--they objected to this resolution 
on the ground that delay was necessary, because we might appear to be too 
anxious for passing the measure, which would not have a beneficial influence 
in the United States. Now, it was perfectly well known to the Americans 
that this measure of reciprocity was first suggested in Canada--(hear)-- 
that it had been advocated for a considerable time by the hon. member for 
Lincoln; who had been himself to Washington, had seen the leading members 
of Congress there/2 and brought this scheme before many of the most in- 
fluential and leading men’3 and exerted himself persuading the Americans 
to bring forward the measure. They must, therefore, be perfectly aware 
that public opinion in Canada was strongly in favour of the measure; but 
more than that, during the last Session of74 the American Congress, /9 sie 
was deemed advisable, in order to endeavour as far as possible to promote 
the passage of the bill then pending before the Congress, for two members 
of the Government--the hon. Attorney General East, and another gentleman 
not now in the Ministry--to proceed to Washington, to assert their in- 
fluence in favour of the measure. 


MR. H. SHERWOOD.--We were not aware of the object of their SORE 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS ((continued:)) Strong representations were made 
to the Americans, after which, it must be obvious to every one, that it was 
desirable we should show that these representations truly expressed the 
opinions of the country; but if there were any delay in passing the measure 
and taking action on the subject, the Americans would naturally conclude 
the Canadians did not care anything about the measure and the effect 
might be to defeat it in the Senate/8This he thought, was a good answer 
to the first class of gentlemen who had opposed it’9, With regard to the 
amendment proposed by the hon. member for Lotbiniére, as he had already 
said, he thought that some of the hon. members who supported it, had not 
given due reflection to the subject. They proposed to except from the 
reciprocity certain articles, the effect of which must be to defeat the 
measure; for could any one, acquainted with the character of the people 
of the United States, suppose that they would allow us to send them duty 
free those articles of which we were exporters, and leave a duty on those 
articles which they are exporters of? Hon. members were, therefore, aiding 
to defeat this measure by their amendment. But he would go further, and 
state to the House what were the articles which they proposed to exempt, 
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by this most absurd proposition. First, there was the article of butter, 29 
MR. CHAUVEAU.--I would omit butter from the amendment.®%t 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS.--That only proved the truth of what he (Mr. 
Hincks) had stated, viz., that the hon. member for Quebec had supported 
the amendment without having given it any fair consideration, or even 
knowing what it contained. (Hear, hear.) Butter was one of the articles 
of which the Canadians exported most; it was, therefore, one of those 
from which it was most desirable the duty should be taken. But the 
greatest absurdity in the proposition was with regard to animals and 
fresh meat; because they proposed to admit salted meat duty free, and to 
put a tax on fresh meat; to put a duty on the raw material, and admit the 
manufactured article duty! He would venture to assert, that a proposition 
so absurd had never been made in any country before. (Hear, hear.) Ref- 
erence had been more than once made to that particular interest that the 
District of Quebec had in this item; now, under the present system, he 
found that, at the port of Beauce, there were during the past year nine 
oxen and eleven horses imported, and no fresh meat of any kind, and he 
put it to the hon. members whether they supposed, when they considered the 
difficulty of bringing fresh meat into the Province, that there was any 
danger of any large quantity being brought in by St. Johns and Montreal, 
even supposing that the present duty of one-half penny per 1b. had any 
effect in keeping it out. - 


MR. CHAUVEAU.--There is a heavy duty on live animals. 93 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS ((resumed:)) The difficulty of driving the cattle 
there was protection enough for that part of the country. He thought that 
nothing could be more obvious than that there should be an end to all res- 
trictions on those articles, which were exported in some parts of the Province 
and imported in others. When the House was in committee on this subject, 
he had gone over the articles which, it was proposed to exempt, and he had shown 
that they were articles which it was our interest to get from the United States. 
It was therefore of the greatest importance that we should endeavour to obtain 
this object by admitting these articles duty free. The hon. member for 
Rimouski had referred to the amount of duty paid on these articles, he (Mr. 
Hincks) found that of £23,620 paid on the grain, £15,000 was paid on Indian corn, 
for the use of distilleries. It was one raw material of the manufactures of 
the country which the hon. gentlemen were crying out it was absolutely necessary 
to protect. It seemed to him very inconsistent to cry out on the one hand 
that these manufactures should be encouraged, and on the other hand to refuse 
to admit the raw material duty free. He was speaking now of the manufacture 
of whiskey, the raw material of which we do not produce in any large quantities; 
and notwithstanding the strong feelings there might be to the distillery 
interest, it seemed to him that if whiskey was to be drunk in the country, 
it had better be that manufactured in Canada, than that made on the other side 
of the lines. Then as to salt meat, the principal article which would be 
affected by the resolution, so far as the lumbering interest was concerned, 
the hon. gentleman who moved the amendment agreed to admit that article duty 
free; and it was certainly most desirable to relieve the lumbering trade as 
much as possible, and to admit this article duty free from the United States, 
whatever they might do with regard to our produce, but how could the hon. member, 
with any sort of consistency, propose to put a duty on living animals--the raw 
material? With these observations the hon. member resumed his seat. 
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COL. PRINCE, in answer to some remarks of Mr. Hincks, said that he was 
not inconsistent in voting for the amendment.85 ((He)) was as friendly to 
the resolution as the Hon. Inspector General; but he did not approve of the 
reciprocity of that hon. gent. and his colleagues, which appeared to him 
only likely to thwart the object. He was amused at the surprise exhibited by 
that hon. gentleman, and his hon. friend from Drummond, that any hon. member 
for L. Canada should oppose the passage of the resolutions. If they reflect- 
ed on the facts that those hon. gentlemen's constituents were placed in 
such a locality, as to render the passage of this bill injurious; they 
would find that in their position, they would act exactly in the same manner. 
The Hon. Inspector General really seemed to like the old motto; sic volo, 
sic jubeo, stat pro ratione voluntas, for his rule of conduct; but’ that 
would not answer to the Britons on his side of the House, and he hoped 
that his hon. friends of French origin would not submit to such dictation. 


MR. CHAUVEAU made some remarks in explanation, in which he took occasion 
to remark that the District of Quebec had been wholly neglected by the 
Ministry, and that in reply to any questions put to the Government, res- 
pecting his District, he invariably received a negative reply.8/ 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS rose to offer an explanation. The hon. member 
for Essex had charged him with a desire to dictate to the House. He (Mr. H.) 
begged the hon. member would allow him to enter a protest against the 
charge, and hoped that hon. members generally on the other side of the 
House did not concur with the hon. member in thinking that the part he 
had taken in showing those hon. members where their reasoning on this 
important question was defective, was dictation. In reply to the hon. 
member for the county of Quebec, he would ask that hon. gentleman how he 
could expect that the Government could at this time, undertake any measures 
involving a large expenditure, when they have been reduced to the painful 
necessity of issuing Debentures? The Government cannot undertake such 
operations as the hon. gentleman would wish to press on their notice; 
but at the same time, it was from no intention to neglect the interests of 
tne City orepiekeictsos Quebec. 88 


MR. RICHARDS remarked that it was notorious that the groceries of 
Canada West were supplied from New York. Having no reciprocal trade, the 
Banks were obliged to place funds at New York, and were thus much crippled 
in their monetary operations. If this Bill was passed, after the closing 
of the navigation, produce would be sent there by the Ogdensburg Railway, 
to pay for the goods brought in. If the Portland Railway were carried out, 
as he hoped it would be, the same thing would be carried on by that road. 
This would obviate that difficulty about payment which was now experienced. 
With regard to competition, it could make no difference whether the products 
of the United States met Canadian products in New York or in Liverpool. 
If grain did not come through the canals from the United States, it would 
go to England and meet Canadian grain there. One of the articles, of which 
the producers would be most benefited by this measure, was butter. Butter 
had been sold during the year in New York, at an average price of 12 to 
20 cents per 1lb., while in Montreal, it had not averaged more than ten 
cents. If, therefore, gentlemen, who desired to preserve the market to their 
constituents, would look at the thing for a moment, they would see that 
if Upper Canada were allowed to send her butter to the United States, they 
would have the Montreal market to themselves. In fact, the bill of last 
Session in the United States, had induced many speculators to commence 
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operations in butter, which were not carried out, because the bill went 

no further than the Senate. This year large quantities of cattle were 
exported from his (Mr. Richards') part of the country. Within two months 

of the closing of the navigation, no less than £1000 had been expended 

there. If the butter trade were carried on as it might be under this 
measure, it would be more profitable that the breeding of cattle. Cattle 
would require to be imported; and to maintain the duty on them would only 
injure the Canadian farmer. As to the resolutions being too soon, he 

would rely with great confidence on the well known talent of the honourable 
mover. It was also clear that the Bill must be taken as it stands. If 

each county insisted on protecting some particular article, the whole 

measure would be destroyed. Some gentlemen, too, thought that the advant- 
ages of the bill would be all on one side. Every measure based on justice, 
must cause reciprcocal advantages--it would take Canadian produce, Canadians 
would be able to buy some of their cotton and iron goods. The large stocks 
of the Lowel manufactures would remain in their hands, and merchants would 
buy as they required, in small quantities, at a great saving of capital. 

What was most remarkable in the debate, was, that every practical agricultur- 
ist who had spoken on it, had expressed himself in favour of the resolution.°” 


MR. G. SHERWOOD was in favor of the principle of the resolution, but 
was against carrying it through until they had heard of the decision of 
the United States Senate upon the measure before it. If it was passed at 
all, it would be carried by the present Administration, and it would be 
carried before the 4th or March next, when the next Administration took 
office; and, as the session of this house would extend beyond that day, 
there would be plenty of time to pass it after that day .90 


MR. AS. COM. P. W. CAMERON would remind the hon. member that in the 
debate in the United States Senate, the opponents of the bill had asked 
the same question--How do we know that the Canadians are in favour of this 
measure? These delays were only preventing the passage of a measure, which 
was, on all hands, admitted to be universally popular in Upper Canada. 21 


MR. J. SMITH (Durham) was of opinion that no delay whatever should 
take place in the passage of these Resolutions, for it was impossible to 
say how soon the mail might arrive, which should bring the intelligence 
that the Reciprocity Bill should be passed into a law; and if that news 
should arrive, the action of the Legislature here should be prompt, in 
order to enable our farmers to reap the benefits during the present winter. 
The effect of doing so, would be to put upwards of £1000 into their pockets. 
He had heard an argument brought forward in opposition, which he did not 
think should have any weight, viz., that any apparent anxiety here would 
have the effect of arresting its progress in the U. States Legislature. 
This argument in his opinion could not be supported by one single tittle 
of evidence, and was scarcely founded in good sense. There was another 
argument brought forward, he believed, by the hon. member for Sherbrooke, 
who asserted that this act might be termed an act for forming and strengthen- 
ing a connection with the neighbouring Union. It was difficult to meet 
an argument of that nature. It might have that effect, or it might not; 
but his impression was that the effect would be altogether dei nerent. sO 
he finds by the papers published in that section of the country which he 
had the honor to represent, that since the sleighing had begun wheat had 
come in briskly at four shillings a bushel, whereas by the reports from 
Rochester, it appears that the prices there averaged from 5s. 9d. to six 
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shillings per peenet | and that showed what the advantage would be of 
having two markets.?3 Now it would be difficult to persuade the farmers 

of Upper Canada that any act of the Provincial Legislature which would 
deprive them of this large difference in price could be for their advantage. 
In his county alone it was very likely that about 300,000 bushels of wheat 
will be sold during the course of this winter. The loss of a shilling 

per bushel on that quantity was a trifling loss?4 and, if that was the amount 
of one county alone, the entire sum for the whole counties of Upper Canada 
would come to a much larger one, and this sum was much better in the pockets 
of the farmer than in the revenue of the United States.?2 He would like 

to ask the House; whether such a loss would or would not encourage a strong 
sympathy for those people who would give farmers a higher price for their 
produce, but to whom all access was forbidden? He knew and could con- 
fidently state that any sympathy for the United States was at present 

very slight; but he could assert, and would assert strenuously, that such 

a sympathy would be certainly brought about if the present system of com- 
mercial restriction were kept up.?© He did not think that their institut- 
ions would suffer in any comparison with their neighbours; but if the 
farmers from Upper Canada could not get the same price for their produce 

as they saw their neighbors getting, they might become disatisfied (sic); 
but if the present measure was passed, and they were allowed to get as 

high prices as their neighbours did, they would be satisfied, and. remain 
contented with, and attached to, their institutions as they were. ’ There 
were some items included in this resolution, on which he believed the 
Americans might possibly have the advantage, but there were others on 

which the advantage would be clearly on our side; of this he would take 

the article of lumber as an instance, of which article large quantities 
were annually exported to the United States; he regretted his inability 

to produce the American Custom House returns, shewing the large amount 

of duty paid on this one article--an hon. friend told him the amount was 
$150,000--he had very little doubt of it, and he thought that ought to be 

a sufficient reason for inducing hon. members to support these resolutions. 
In fine, after listening to all the arguments which had been advanced, 

the discussion of this question had convinced him, that he would discharge 
his duty to his constituents and himself in voting for these resolutions. 78 


MR. WILSON spoke upon the effect the measure would have upon the 
currency. At present most of the merchants going into the United States 
to purchase, paid for their purchase in bills, which were immediately 
afterwards presented at the Banks in the Province and specie demanded for 
them. The American merchants also, either charged 3 per cent more when 
they were paid in Canadian bills, or took them only at a discount of that 
amount. Now, if the measure was passed, the merchants, instead of paying 
for their purchases by bills, would pay for them in grain, and thus the 
loss by discount, and the drain of specie from their banks, would be pre- 
vented. 99 


MR. Hi. BOULTON spoke in favor of the resolution, to the same effect 
as when the house was in committee.100 


MR. BROOKS made some observations upon what had fallen from Mr. Watts, 
and alluded sarcastically to the famed consistency of that gentleman, who 
he said was not content with asking for protection in 1843, to an equal 
amount to the duty imposed by the Americans on cattle, asked for a far 
higher duty, (hear)--He asked he (Mr. B.) believed, a duty of some six or 
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seven dollars a head on oxen, while the American duty was only two. He 
(Mr. B.) was in favor of free trade as a general principle, but he was 
afraid that they would be losers by it; from 1839 to 1848 the American 
market had been higher for cattle than the the Canadian one, but during 
the last years it had been lower and he was afraid it would continue so. 
If they had been legislating locally, he would have opposed the measure, 
but as they were legislating generally, he was in favor of the resolution. 
But he would vote for the amendment of the member for Frontenac, as he 
did not think they ought to legislate on the question at that moment.101 


(69) 
And the Questton betng put, that those words be left out; the House 
divided: and the names being called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


YEAS. 
Messteurs Chauveau, Davignon, Duchesnay, Fournter, Fourquin, Gugy, 
Laterrtére, Laurin, Lemieux, Malloch, Marquis, M'Lean, Seott of TWO 
MOUNTAINS, Smtth of FRONTENAC, Stevenson, and Taché.--(16.) 


NAYS. 

Messteurs Armstrong, Attorney General Baldwin, Beaubten, Soltettor 
General Blake, Boulton of NORFOLK, Bouthillter, Brooks, Burritt, Cameron 
of KENT, Cartier, Cauchon, Cayley, Chabot, Christie, DeWitt, Dickson, 
Dumas, Egan, Flint, Fortier, Guillet, Hineks, Holmes, Jobin, Attorney 
General LaFontatne, Lyon, Macdonald of KINGSTON, M'Connell, M'Farland, 
Merritt, Méthot, Mongenats, Morrison, Nelson, Notman, Papineau, Polette, 
Price, Prince, Richards, Robinson, Sauvageau, Seott of BYTOWN, Seymour, 
Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Sherwood of TORONTO, Smith of DURHAM, Thompson, 
Viger, Watts, Wetenhall, and Wilson.--(52.) 

So tt passed in the Negattve. 

And the Question betng proposed, That thts House doth agree with the 
Committee in the satd Resolutton; 

Mr. Smith, of Frontenac, moved in amendment to the Questton, seconded 
by Mr. Fournter, That all the words after "That" to the end of the Question 
be left out, and the words "it ts not expedient at the present time to 
adopt any actton upon the satd Resolution until the views of the Congress 
of the Untted States tn reference to the same subject, shall have been com- 


(70) 
munteated to the Provinetal Government," added instead thereof. 








COL. GUGY said that the country had contracted a large debt for the 
construction of superb canals, and the country was pledged to the payment 
of that debt; and that it appeared to him that the measure would tend to 
decrease the revenue, from which that debt was paid, as it would have the 
effect of sending most of their produce to the United States, and he thought 
that the measure was premature, and that it might have the effect of tying 
the hands of the ministry to some effect, when the question of protection 
for home manufactures came before the House. 


(70) 
And the Questton being put on the Amendment the House divided: and the 
names betng called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


YEAS. 


Messteurs Badgley, Brooks, Cayley, Christte, Fournter, Gugy, Lyon, 
Maedonald of KINGSTON, Str Allan N. MacNab, Malloch, Marquis, M'Lean, 
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Prince, Seymour, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Sherwood of TORONTO, Smtth of 


FRONTENAC, and Stevenson.--(18.) 
NAYS. 

Messteurs Armstrong, Attorney General Baldwin, Beaubten, Bell, Soltettor 
General Blake, Boulton of NORFOLK, Bouthillter, Burrttt, Cameron of KENT, 
Cartter, Caucnon, Chabot, Cauveau, Davignon., DeWitt, Deekson, Duchesnay , 
Dumas, Egan, Flint, Fortier, Fourquin, Guillet, Hineks, Holmes, Jobin, 








Mongenats, Morrison, Nelson, Notman, Papineau, Polette, Price, Richards, 
Robtnson, Sceott of BYTOWN, Scott of TWO MOUNTAINS, Smtth of DURHAM, Taché, 
Thompson, Viger, Watts, Wetenhall, and Wtlson.--(50.) 

So tt passed tn the Negative. 

Then the Questton betng put, That thts House doth agree with the Com- 
mittee tn the satd Resolutton; 

The House dtvided: and the names betng called for, they were taken 
doun, as follow:-- 





YEAS. 

Messteurs Armstrong, Badgley, Attorney General Baldwin, Beaubien, Bell, 
Soltettor General Blake, Boulton of NORFOLK, Bouthtllter, Burritt, Cameron 
of KENT, Cartter, Cauchon, Cayley, Chabot, Chauveau, Chrtstte, Davignon, 
DeWitt, Dtekson, Dumas, Egan, Flint, Fortier, Gutllet, Hineks, Holmes, 
Jobin, Attorney General LaFontatne, Lyon, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Str Allan 
N. MacNab, M'Connell, M'Farland, M'Lean, Merritt, Méthot, Mongenats, Morrison, 
Nelson, Notman, Papineau, Polette, Price, Prince, Richards, Robinson, 
Sauvageau, Scott of BYTOWN, Scott of TWO MOUNTAINS, Seymour, Sherwood of 
BROCKVILLE, Sherwood of TORONTO, Smith of DURHAM, Thompson, Viger, Watts, 
Wetenhall, and Wilson..--(58.) 











NAYS. 
Messteurs Brooks, Duchesnay, Fournier, Fourquin, Gugy, Laterrtére, 
Laurtn, Malloch, Marquis, Smith of FRONTEWAC, Stevenson, and Taché.--(12.) 
So tt was resolved tn the Affirmative. 





Rectproctty Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Merritt have leave 
BEL. to bring tn a Btll to provide for the free 





admtsston of certain Articles of the growth or 
production of the Untted States of America tnto Canada, whenever sitmtlar 
Articles the growth and production of Canada shall be admitted wtthout 
Duty tnto the satd States. 
He accordingly presented the satd Btll on the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the ftrst ttme; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Tuesday next. 


Oxford The House proceeded, according to Order, to take 
Electton. tnto further constderatton the case of John George 


Vanstttart, Esquire, Returning Officer at the last 
General Election for the County of Oxford. 193 


MR. NOTMAN rose ee: said he must congratulate the House, that it 


was now placed in a position to decide on the conduct of Mr. Vansittart, 
there had been much time taken up, great expence (sic) incurred in the 
consideration of!95 this protracted casel06 already, but it was not to be 
regretted that such had been the case, 107 he thought the country would not 
complain of this expense, asl08 it was a most important matter for the 
House to guard its privileges and alsol99 there was no subject which so 
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directly affected its happiness and contentment as the conduct of elections; 
and in no case ought the House to stand forward more determined, than to 
punish those who were guilty, and who presumed in any manner to interfere 
with the rights of the electors. Before commenting at any length on the 
testimony that had been adduced, he could not refrain from calling to the 
minds of hon. members the occurrences of last session and the conduct and 
language of members on the opposite side, with reference to this matter. 
The hon. members who espoused the cause of Mr. Vansittart, accused the hon. 
members on his side of the House of110 arbitrary and harshill conduct, 
unparalelled (sic) for tyranny and oppressionil2, (Hear, hear. )113 But he 
asserted that their conduct on that occasion was perfectly Parliamentary. 114 
The House had declared that Mr. Vansittart had made a falsell5 illegalllé 
return to that Houset contrary to law118 , had acted dishonestly and in- 
fringed the right of the electors of the county of Oxford, and had been 
guilty of a high breach of the privileges of that hon. House.119 That was 
the vote at which the House arrived; and yet the hon. gentlemen opposite 
refused to concur in that declaration, and they were told in language 

of thundering eloquence, by the hon. and gallant member for Hamilton, 

that they,on that side of the House, were exercising the right they pos- 
sessed in a tyrannical manner and the hon. member for Essex, with that 
bitter sarcasm which he so well knew how to employ, advised the gentleman 
at the Bar to throw himself at the mercy of this very merciful House. 

Now, he asked those hon. members, if they still maintained the language 
they held on that occasion?120 


Cries of "Yes! Yes!"121 


MR. NOTMAN ((continued:)) Did they still maintain that Mr. Vansittart 
had been tried without a hearing that his being at the bar was a mockery, 
and that he had been deprived of those advantages which were granted to 
the meanest felons of the land?--122 
Cries oF: ""Yes! Yagi-2> 

MR. NOTMAN ((continued:)) They answered 'Yes,'' but had not the hon. mem. 
for Hamilton following the course which his parliamentary expertise taught 
him was the right one, persuaded Mr. Vansittart's petition to be heard; 
that petition had been granted, and the House had shown its desire to treat 
him with the fairness which Britons always exercised, in never condemning 
a criminal unheard. But Mr. Vansittart had been heard, and an ample 
opportunity afforded him to bring from the scene of his alieged misconduct 
every witness that he could think of, in order to purify the taint which 
he alleged had been thrown on his character. His witnesses had been heard 
throughout, and if he had a dozen witnesses they would have been heard 
as fully and patiently. And now, having heard the testimony which he had 
adduced on his behalf, they must proceed to examine and decide on it. The 
members must also bear in mind that this case had been put off last Session 
on the petition of Mr. Vansittart himself, and not by the direction of this 
House or at the suggestion of any member on that side of the House, but 
at the express desire of Mr. Vansittart, who hoped to vindicate his conduct. 
They had now heard his testimony, and the Province had been at the expense 
of having it printed. The whole matter, however, might be condensed into 
a very small compass. In the first place, they all knew that an election 
took place in the County of Oxford and they all knew that the circumstances 
of that election were of a very exciting nature. The country had cried out 
loudly for a dissolution, and it had been granted; the Hon. Francis Hincks 
had been a candidate for the county at the preceding election; and though 
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he alleged that he was elected by a majority of the independent electors who 
were duly qualified to vote, he need not remind hon. members that when he 
sought protection from the House, he was rejected from the County, and the 
majority of the electors who had given him their votes were deprived of his 
services. Excitement therefore ran high in the County of Oxford at the 
time of the election, and he (Mr. N.) hoped there never would be excitement 
felt at the time of the election, because it showed that the people were 
animated by a desire to maintain their privileges and institutions, and to 
return men to Parliament who would advocate measures in which they had a 
deep interest and represent their feelings. On that occasion the Adminis- 
tration of the day selected Mr. Vansittart, a supporter of their Government 
to act as Returning Officer. There were three candidatesl24 named on the 
day of nominationl25 for the County the present sitting member and Messrs. 
Carroll and Campbell they were all duly nominated, and addressed the elec- 
tors, and Mr. Hincks' representative spoke on his behalf. A show of hands 
was called for and it was in favour of Mr. Hincks, the qualifications of 
the candidates were called forl26 and producedl27, and all of them objected 
to, discussion arose especially on Mr. Hincks' qualificationl28, The con- 
duct of the latter functionary was complained of in strong terms by Mr. 
Brown, who represented Mr. Hincks on the occasion,129 when Mr. Vansittart 
came forward and said to Mr. Brown "I have decided the matter in your favour. 
I shall take the qualification to be good." The qualification was therefore 
accepted on that occasion!30, On Mr. Vansittart demanding the choice of 
the electors, a show of hands showed a great majority for Mr. Hincks, when 
a poll was demanded for Mr. Carroll, in the usual wayl31. Poli-books were 
prepared for the several polling books were then transmitted to the several 
polling places, in order that the votes might be taken; the polling was 
first fixed to take place on Monday and Tuesdayl32 and at this point Mr. N. 
wished particularly to draw the attention of the House because, before the 
time arrived those days were changed to Saturday and Monday and why, to 
enable Mr. Vansittart to secure the services of Mr. Lapoutierl33, partizan 
of the Ministry134 who had agreed to act as one of the Deputies and who 
have been prevented attending at the date first fixed, in consequence of 
his duties at the Court of Quarter Sessions and it would not have suited 
Mr. Vansittart's ideas to do without him. The election proceeded with the 
usual formalities. The electors left their families and homes from all 
corners,135 with the full consciousness that they were about to express 

a right which was not only for the good of themselves and families, but 
also for the good of the country, the influence of which they no doubt 
hoped, would descend to future generationsl36 | in the full confidence 

of being able to fulfil their duty in the most valuable privilege awarded 
to them by our glorious constitution; in such a manner as to redound to 
their own credit in making choice of him in whom they had always placed 
trust and confidence, but they were deluded by the admission of Mr. Hincks' 
qualification by Mr. V., the legality of which was afterwards denied by 

the latter.137 Why was no intimation given that a certain class of voters 
would not be allowed to record their votes on that occasion? Why was it that 
the standard they had hitherto acted upon was to be set aside? This was done 
for no other purpose than to keep the supporters of the Hon. Inspector-—Gen- 
eral from voting, who were to be found amongst the persons referred to.138 
He intended shewing the whole transaction in its broad features, and not 

to cavil at the niceties to be found in the evidence brought forward by 

Mr. V. to shake thecredibility of Mr. Brown which however, had never 

been impugned from any quarter, except the 2 witnesses brought by Mr. 
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language of Mr. ete One witness stated distinctly that considerable 


confusion existed at the time, and that although he did not hear the words 
relating to the return of the Hon. Inspector-General "for that day," yet 
that they might have been spoken; and the other witnesses gave similar 
testimony. Mr. Whitehead had certainly been more positive, but even 
setting aside the testimony of Mr. Whitehead and Mr. Brown, could any man 
possessed of common understanding say, that the returning officer, in 
following the course he had pursued, had conscientiously performed his 
duty? He thought notl40, Where then was the honesty of Mr. Vansittart in 
alleging such an excuse for his conduct, and in reserving to himself as he 
did of  aieaae = on the election day, as to the legality of Mr. Hincks’ 
qualificationl 1 although he most certainly possessed the right either to 
accept or reject the qualification. If Mr. Vansittart had said "This 
qualification is bad, I will not accept it," he would have honoured him 

in so doing, the act would have been honest; or if he had refused to place 
the Hon. Inspector-General among the list of candidates in consequence 

of that hon. gentleman not being present; and if he had told the men sur- 
rounded the ponerse and who intended to vote for that gentleman, that 
such was the casel42. Mr. Hincks ... was inadmissible as a candidate, 

from an oversight, from a want of formality on his part, and not from 

any intrinsinc unworthiness, they would have used their free option in 

the choice of the next best,143 they would have lost no time in bring- 

ing forward some other candidate whose political views were more in 
accordance with their own, than any of the others whose qualification 

was held to be good. 144 They would have voted, under a certainty, not. _ 
under a delusion and a snare, or the arbitrary will of any individual. 145 
But such was not done, and a complaint of the unfair proceedings was made 
loud and deep by the electors who supported his hon. friend. Mr. Vansit- 
tart had told the House that he had consulted books on the course he was 

to pursue, as he felt his position to be a critical one, puti46 why did 

not his own sense show him the course, he Mr. N. had just pointed out 147 
If he had acted as common sense ought to have dictated, he would, seeing 
that his hon. friend had a majority in the show of hands, he would have 
declared the Inspector-General elected, and have felt the merits of the 
case to be decided by the House of Assembly itself. 148 Supposing that he 
was ignorant of the law, this would have removed the difficulties that he 
(Mr. V.) could not surmount by long and continued study of books and 
authorities bearing upon election matters. He was well aware of this, 

but his regard to the personal trouble, &c., to himself and party, ex- 
cluded from his (Mr. V.'s) thoughts the interests of the electors. Mr. 

V. had his error in Judgment, and referred to the spotless purity of his 
character through life. 49 Mr. Vansittart seemed to be afraid that the 
slightest suspicion should attach itself to his name, and was unwilling 

to come forward and thrown (sic) upon the mercy of the House.159 How 151 
very seldom people like to confess their sins. (Hear, hear, and laughter.) 
But that would have been the better course.152 But these declarations of 
innocence were not to be taken there, more than in any Criminal Court, 
as to the motive of Mr. V.'s conduct it was not for him (Mr. N.) to probe 
the deep recesses of the human heart, and so situated it was his and their 
duty, to judge of the case by such chance circumstances as the case con- 
tained. The whole of the 12 deputy Returning Officers, appointed by Mr. 
V. were known Conservatives!153 And Mr. Vansittart had even admitted that 
in those he appointed he thought he would be best serving the cause of the 
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Government who appointed him by filling such offices with Conservativesl>4, 
Why did he not employ Mr. Ward, who some days before had been engaged to 
act as deputy? Because Mr. Ward had in the interview stated his opinions, 
as being changed and his intention of deserting the Conservative cause. 
This led to his dismissal, and being replaced by (parties whose names 

we did not learn.) They were all selected, with the knowledge that they 
must shape their conduct so as to meet the pleasure of the ruling power. 
The head and front of Mr. V.'s offending was a delusion, his motives were 
proved by his own acts, not to be actuated by pure and dis-interested 
motives.155 In all he had done Mr. Notman could not charge Mr. Vansittart 
with ignorance; he was an educated gentleman, and had made an eloquent 
speech in his own defence, and considering all things, he did think he 
could charge hi (sic) with collusion, let the hon. members on them (sic) 
other side say what they might. His motives it would be impossible for 
him to get at, as he could not read what was in his heart; but this much 
he would say, that to him his course appeared to be simple, and had he 
adopted a straight forward one, he would have avoided all this trouble. 

He said that he had written for advice to two gentlemen in official 
Situations, but he had received no answer, and it was said that he_had 
advised with Mr. Cameron; all he (Mr. Notman) would say was this. 

He (Mr. N.) had not seen that opinion, but if it was such, as represented 
he would be thunderstruck and MAS | that that gentleman should have 

so advised him.158 tt was all proper enough for Mr. V. to consult the 
opinion of that hon. Member, or any competent legal adviser, but of what 
use was such a proceeding whereas, Mr. V. had previously determined in his 
own mind how to act.199 we felt assured that if he had asked counsel from 
gentlemen on the opposite side of the House, it would have led to a dif- 
ferent decision than the one acted upon.1l60 He then went on to eulogize 
the conduct of Liberal party, claiming for them the credit of always main- 
taining the struggle for peoples rights, and referred tol6l the injustice 
which, he said, had been experienced in 162 the last general election, 
when none of the scenes of riot and bloodshed that formerly disgraced 
events of that kind were visible! Why had not this always been so when 
the Conservative party had the upper hand.163 ((He)) made a few remarks 
on, what he thought, the more just system adopted by the present party in 
power. 164 He alluded to the striking election Committee that took place 
the day previous, with closed doors, and all the accompanying solemnities, 
and every precaution that everything should be done fairly and without 
prejudice, and asked why not the same caution in the back woods of Canada; 
was fraud condemned in one place and why not in another.l6> He trusted, 
he said, that the purity of elections would be maintained, and that they 
would not become a mockery and, he might add, a humbug 166 (He made some 
allusions to Col. Prince, the two or three sentences of which we did not 
hear exactly, but it referred to inassailability of his side of this side, 
of the House by the opposition Phalanx.) That hon. member had urged that 
even if Mr. V. were guilty, he had been sufficiently punished. He denied 
this. Was the saving of expense to settle the question, Mr. V. had said 
he was regardless of expense, that he wished to clear his character that 
was above all pricel6/ and he had no doubt the sympathy of the House would 
be appealed to on this head, but hon. gentlemen should bear in mind that the 
franchise of the people was looked upon as something of importance by those 
who had left their native land, and others of them who, though divided 
from the mother country by distance, still felt pride in the thought 
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that they could exercise the privilege of free-born men.168 The present 
proceedings were at Mr. V.'s own request, and the hornor (sic) of that House, 
had been readily granted. He (Mr. V.) had his public situation to attend to, 
and stopped here as long as he liked and was the House to acquit him on that 
account? Did time do away with offences? Hon. Members sent there to advocate 
the interests of the people seem to forget wherefore they were in those comfort- 
able seats. He then went on to recall to their recollection the time when they, 
hat in hand, had abounded with electioneering smiles and what, he would ask, 
would the yeomen, who glorified in their constitution, the pattern of the world, 
think of other days, if they were here now?l®9 What would these men say, if 

Mr. Vansittart was allowed to go free, after being guilty, in his opinion, 

of an act_of atrocity unheard of? Such a decision would not meet their con- 
fidence.179 Mr. Vv. had ascertained his claim of descent from noble families 

of England; he_(Mr. N.) cared not for_nor wanted such men; he preferred the 
humble farmer dere Or sEhe soilt/2, with his honest heart, one of God's 
noblest worksl/3, (Hear, hear,)1/4 He wanted not those who boasted of their 
deeds in the battle field or the Senate.!/> The hon. member for Hamilton, the 
other eveningl/ had stated the intention of Ministers to shortly erect a 
monument to the memory of Lord Metcalfe. He (Mr. N.) would tell that House 

that they, the Ministers themselves, were Lord Metcalfe's living monument. 
(Hear, hear, and great laughter. )17/ They stood_there to show the rock on 
which Lord Metcalfe split--(hear, hear, hear)--~’*° a safer guard and a beacon 

to warnt/9 all Governors in future, 0 of the dangers themselves had avoided. 181 


COL. PRINCE called Mr. N. to ordert82. It was a law of the House not to 
speak evil of living Governors, and he certainly thought the same law ought 
to apply to those who were dead. 183 


MR. MORIN, the SPEAKER said that it was not in order to speak disrespect- 
fully of a present Governor, but those who were gone formed a matter of 
history, and might be alluded to. 184 


SIR A. MACNAB wished to know if Lord Metcalfe had anything to do with 
Mr. Vansittart's case? 


MR. NOTMAN, if in error, had been provoked into his last remarks by those 
of the hon. Member for Hamilton on a former occasion. He (Mr. N.) wished to 
draw the House's attention to the present state of the Government and to the 
gross attacks upon it at a time when the country was blest with tranquillity, 
not the apathy mentioned by the hon. Member for Essex. The Liberal party 
had Segal ca: long for what they now possessed. They had a Governor who knew 
his duty 7; whom the country respected and beloved; many out of doors, and 
particularly the press, might assail him; but their shafts would fall harmless 
and unheeded against the shield that protected him for the justice of his cause, 
and the affections of thel88 happy and contented people.189 He could, whatever 
had been said to the contrary, both forgive and forget; he wished the hon. Member 
for Hamilton had shown a similar position when the Ministry brought forward 
a bill granting a general amnesty. 


SIR A. MACNAB here interrupted him, stating that if the hon. Member was 
allowed to proceed in his remarks about his (Sir A.'s) not forgiving rebels 
he hoped he would be allowed to reply; but if the hon. Member was declared out 
ot Order, he (Sir A.) had nothing to say. 


MR. MORIN, the SPEAKER declared Mr. N. out of order, +92 
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MR. NOTMAN ae’. apologised to the Speaker. The humble gentleman 
then said that he knew he spoke the feelings of 800 electors of Oxford, 
who considered their rights have been trampled on, and who, if they were 
placed in the gallery of the House, would evince their feelings and their 
wish that the House would exercise its authority, and punish the serious 
offence which had been committed against their political rights and pri- 
vileges. The hon. gentleman then concluded by moving the following 
resolution:—— 

"That the House having heard the evidence adduced on the part of John 
George Vansittart, Esquire, in defence of his conduct as Returning Officer 
for the County of Oxford at the last General Election, adheres to its 
Resolution of the 21st March last, "That the said John George Vansittart, 
Esquire, having taken upon himself to return Peter Carroll, Esquire, as 
Member for the said County to serve in this present Parliament, contrary 
to the majority of votes received by him on the Poll Bookd in favour of the 
Hon. Francis Hincks," who ought "therefore to have been returned, acted 
illegally, in defiance of law, in manifest violation of the rights of the 


free-holders of the said County, and in breach of the privileges of this 
House. "194 


SIR A. MACNAB said, they had first to determine whether their privileges 
had been violated. The resolution contained at once both a judgment and a 
sentence, which ought to be entirely separate. (Referring to the law of 
Parliament to support his opinion.) Mr. Vansittart might have done MABE 
but as to acting corruptly, &c., that was a very different matter. Hel9 
hoped the hon. member would leave the latter part of his motion for their 
consideration. If not, he (Sir Allan) would be compelled to divide the 
House on it. 


Upon this point a long and desultory discussion ensued, in which 
Messrs. BOULTON, PRINCE, H. SHERWOOD (Toronto), HINCKS and SCOTT (Bytown) 
took part.197 


MR. WILSON admitted that by its resolution of last session, the House 
had declared Mr. Vansittart guilty of a breach of privilege, &c., but could 
they possibly now sanction such a judgment, after the evidence that had 
been laid before them. They had first to find what crimes he was guilty 
of, and then to pronounce sentence upon ipa 


MR. H. SHERWOOD said he had understood that a solemn judgment had been 
passed on Mr. Vansittart on a former occasion, and therefore it was that, 
he thought, they were putting the cast before the House, in afterwards 
directing him to come here in order to make his defence. What, then was 
the object in passing all those resolutions? Evidently they amounted to a 
condemnation, and according to his views, a second judgment was altogether 
irregular. He (Mr. Sherwood) thought that the present proceedings were 
carried out in order to allow Mr. Vansittart an opportunity of offering 
some mitigation of his offence, and in order to see what amount of punish- 
ment should be inflicted upon him. It stood recorded on the journals of 
the House that Mr. Vansittart had been guilty of various offences, and 
therefore it appeared to him that the motion now before the House was 
altogether irregular, and altogether different from anything that he had 
been able to discover in the journals of the House of Commons.199 
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MR. H. BOULTON (Norfold) believed that the previous proceedings would 
not have the effect attributed to them by the hon. member for Toronto. 
That hon. member had said that the House had first condemned Mr. Vansittart, 
and then called upon him to make his defence. He (Mr. Boulton) denied 
that such was the case. According to the previous resolutions--and if his 
memory did not fail him, the hon. member for Toronto did not make a single 
objection at the time they were passed--all were of the opinion of the 
House that Mr. Vansittart had committed a breach of duty. Well, then, 
what was the object of bringing him to the Bar? Not to prove that he had 
been guilty of a breach of privilege, because the House was perfectly con- 
vinced on the point, by the documents presented to the House by the gentle- 
man himself. The House required no further evidence on that point. What 
they required was, that he should shew why he had acted in a manner the 
House condemned, in order that the House might be able to decide on the 
punishment to be awarded. He (Mr. Boulton) firmly believed that Mr. Vansit- 
tart's conduct was influenced by a corrupt motive; and he supported the 
resolution, because the conduct of the Returning Officer was a gross 
violation of the rights of the people of the whole of Western Canada, and 
a violation of the privileges of that House. He was therefore prepared 
to give him a mitigated punishment. In a parallel case, the Sheriff of 
Middlesex had been committed to Newgate. He (Mr. Boulton) did not propose 
to act with so much severity in the present case; but as Mr. Vansittart 
held the office of Clerk of the District Court--(No, no,)--so he had been 
informed by a member of the Government--besides other offices, he was pre- 
pared to deprive him of one of them, in order to hold up a warning to 
Returning Officers in all time to come. And he would say that he felt 
considerable regret that it was his duty to his constituents to come to 
this decision, with respect to an individual, concerning which he had no 
other feelings but those prompted by public duty, as it must affect Mr. 
Vansittart painfully in different points of view, 200 


SIR A. MACNAB insisted upon it, as a matter of justice to hon. members 
on his side of the House, that the motion should be divided into two parts. 
In the first place--according to the practice of the British House of 
Commons--the sense of the House ought to be taken as to whether Mr. Vansit- 
tart was guilty or not guilty, and then a resolution ought to be brought 
before the House, fixing the quantum of punishment to be inflicted upon hin. 
If any precedent could be produced, showing that the present course was 
a correct one, he was convinced that it must have been of very ancient 
date. Regarding the statement made by the member for Norfolk, with respect 
to the offices held by Mr. Vansittart, he (Sir Allan Macnab) regretted 
that the hon. member had not obtained more accurate information, as the 
Hon. Inspector-General must have been his authority, and whom he supposed 
to be the virtual prosecutor in this case. (''No! Nott) 201 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS rose to offer an explanation on that subject. 
The resolution before the House was drawn up without his seeing it, or 
being acquainted with its contents. On seeing it in the hands of some of 
his hon. friends, he looked over it and enquired whether they were aware 
of the fact that Mr. Vansittart held the office already referred to, besides 
that of Inspector of Licenses. He stated so much in justice to himself, 
but he was strongly of opinion, in spite of the denial of hon. gentlemen 
opposite, that Mr. Vansittart did hold that office. 202 


MR. H. SMITH of Frontenac, and some other members of the opposition-- 


Dez 


"No! folie 

MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS stated it from memory. If Mr. Vansittart did not 
hold the office at the present moment, he was confident that he held it 
very recently. 204 


MR. NOTMAN desired that the question should be put. 209 


SIR A. MACNAB said, that the House could order a complicated question 
to be divided. An (sic) individual members could require the division; 
but it had not been decided that he could enforce his objection. It was 
unfair to force the House to say either that Mr. Vansittart had not acted 
in opposition to the privileges of the House, or else to vote for the 
punishment. He was prepared to say that Mr. Vansittart had acted quite 
correctly; but he could not go so far as this motion went. The hon. member 
then read an authority to show the right of the House to have a motion 
containing separate propositions of a different character divided. Perhaps 
he should be answered--"There was a precedent" If so, he would like to 
know the date of that precedent. 206 


Here there was a long pause. 20/7 

2 
SIR A. MACNAB.--It cannot have been within a hundred pte ae 
A voice--"It was in the eighteenth century .'"299 


SIR A. MACNAB.--It was not in the ninercedentt-(lalcneene 


MR. NOTMAN then withdrew the notions 
(70) 

Mr. Notman moved, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Boulton, and the Questton 
betng proposed, That thts House having heard the evidence adduced on the 
part of John George Vanstttart, Esqutre, in defence of hts conduct as 
Returning Officer for the County of Oxford at the last General Electton, 
adheres to tts Resolutton of the 21st March last, "That the satd John 
George Vanstttart, Esquire, having taken upon himself to return Peter 
Carroll, Hsqutre, as Member for the satd County to serve in thts present 
Parliament, contrary to the majority of votes recetved by htm on the Poll 
Book tn favor of the Honorable Franets Hineks, who ought therefore to have 
been returned, acted tllegally, tn deftance of law, tn mantfect vtolattion 
of the rights of the freeholders of the satd County, and tn breach of the 
privileges of thts House." 

And a Debate artstng thereupon; 


COL. PRINCE approached this subject after much deliberating given to 
it by him as a Judge?1? ((and)) expressed his determination to vote in the 
negative on this motion.213 The hon. member for Middlesex has said that the 
rouble and expense entailed upon the House by it, were about to be brought 
to a close.214 He was glad to hear the hon. member ... congratulate the 
House on its approach to the conclusion of this affair, and he congratulated 
the country also, because he hoped it would appear that Mr. Vansittart had 
been tried by a tribunal, which, after having heard him, was willing to do 
him justice, whatever their first prejudice might have been against him. 
But he could not congratulate the House nor the County of Middlesex on the 
fact, that an Advocate appeared215 in ajudicial capacity21l6 where there 
should have been a Judge.217 He contended that if Mr. Vansittart was wrong, 
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his conduct was unintentional--but he as a Lawyer, denied the guilt of that 
individual in any way. He dwelt with much force upon the excitement of 
political struggles and elections, more especially that of Oxford, and of 

the great allowance to be made for the state of the feelings of all parties 

on these occasions.218 He could make all allowance for party feeling, remem- 
bering that humanum est errare; but he believed every unprejudiced man would 
admit that the hon. member had exhibited a manner unfit for a Judge. 219 

What had been the words of the hon. member for Middlesex himself upon Mr. V.'s 
conduct, it had been styled an "egregious mistake";220 If ... so, was he to 
be punished as for a crime?22l Now he denied that a mistake could be blamed 

as a crime, a proof of corruption and breach of privilege,--such a doctrine 
was dangerous and unjustifiable.222 The hon. gentleman had begun his remarks 
by stigmatizing Mr. Vansittart, and certain members of the House, among the 
rest, the hon. member for Essex. He (Col. Prince), however, was still of 

the same mind as he was when he made the observations complained of .223 He 
did not eat his words and repeated that?24 he still thought it tyrannical, 
improper, and wrong, in every sense of the word, to pass a resolution, that 

Mr. Vansittart had acted in violation of the law, and contravention of the 
rights of the electors. It wastyrannical to carry a resolution by the mere 
vote of a majority, when no evidence had been heard for the defence. It was 
true, however, that, at Mr. Vansittart's earnest request, time had been 
afforded to prepare the defence. That was the redeeming portion of the act 

of the House, though, at the same time, it had refused--which was very unus- 
ual--to allow counsel to the accused. He (Col. Prince) had hoped that the 

hon. member for Middlesex would have touched on that defence. But nothing 

of the sort had been done. All the expense, and time, and trouble of mak- 

ing it had been wasted--altogether thrown overboard by the Judges, who were 

to decide according to the evidence. He never heard of any courts where 
decisions were got at by thus neglecting all the testimony in favour of the 
accused. Practised lawyer as he was, his hon. friend from Middlesex had 

quite overlooked all that; and he had overlooked it, just because he was a 
practised lawyer. Had he not done so, he must have been forced to admit, 

that there was sufficient to satisfy the House that Mr. Vansittart had not 
acted corruptly, though he might certainly have done wrong erroneously. At 

the election the Hon. F. Hincks was one of the candidates. The Hon. F. Hincks 
was in the country on the day of the nomination; but he did not think proper 

to attend before the electors. No doubt when he came to address the House, 
that hon. gentleman would give a very good reason for his conduct; in the mean- 
time, it must be held somewhat singular, that a gentleman who aspired to repre- 
sent such a constituency should have merely sent his agent (Mr. Brown) to 
attend for him. But leaving that point, he would proceed to remind the House 
that a law was passed in the 4 and 5 Vic., which provided that in case a candidate 
be prevented by illness or other unavoidable cause from attending the election, 
it should be lawful to send by an agent a declaration of his qualification with 
a description of the property in respect of which he was qualified. It was his 
duty, as a Judge, to represent these facts to his brother Judges, in order that 
they might consider if Mr. Vansittart had probable cause for the course he 
pursued. The declaration of qualification handed in was good only if illness 
prevented the candidate from attending; and it was on this ground that he (Col. 
Prince) stood alone on the Grenville Committee in his opinion that Mr. Vansit- 
tart did right. “He said so still’ Mr. Hineks’~ qualification was good for no- 
thing unless he assigned some good reason for not attending personally. Mr. 
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Hincks himself was so convinced of the illegality of his qualification 
according to the statute which made sickness or other cause the condition 
precedent of such a presentation of qualification, that he himself sent 

up a second qualification, which wasas informal as the first, for it con- 
tained no description of the property. But both qualifications came from 

a person who professed to be a candidate. A candidate for what? For Oxford? 
Why, when it was signed, the representation was filled: Parliament was not 
dissolved; how, then could he be called a candidate? Would it be sufficient 
for him (Col. Prince) to send up to Kent a qualification dated that day, in 
case he aspired to represent that county, although perhaps the Parliament 
would last (as he hoped it would not) for the next three years. Yet if 
three months before the election were good, why not three years also? What 
was it to be a candidate? Must there not be a vacant place to contend 

for? Could he enter his blood horse for a cup, when no cup was advertized 
nor in existence? But in this case there was no vacancy. Therefore Mr. 
Hincks could be no candidate. Therefore his qualification was properly 
refused. But he would perhaps be told that Mr. Vansittart should have 
rejected this qualification from the first. That would be too paltry a 
plea, if, as he hoped it would not be, it were urged. It was shown in 
evidence that Mr. Vansittart was in hourly expectation that another qual- 
ification would be forwarded and if it had arrived with a proper excuse 

for Mr. Hincks' absence doubtless the Inspector-General would have been 
seated, and Mr. Vansittart saved from the position in which he now found 
himself.?25 Such is the way in which people sometimes get rewarded for 
doing an act of kindness, and God knows how Mr. H. and his friends had 
repaid Mr. V. for his kindness in this instance.226 He had acted not out 
of kindness in receiving votes--kindness towards the Inspector-General, 

for which he, doubtless, had a sincere affection which, there was as little 
doubt, was cordially reciprocated. In taking votes, he had acted wrongly, 
but again humanum est errare. However, another crime alleged against Mr. 
Vansittart was, that he was a Conservative--perhaps a Tory. He thought 

Mr. Vansittart very far from being a Tory; but he was at liberty at any 
rate to have what opinion he pleased. Col. Whitehead had told the House, 
that the instructions given to him, as Deputy Returning Officer, construed 
the Alien Act so liberally, that he, as Deputy Returning Officer, could 

not reconcile them with his own opinion;--yet aliens generally voted for 
the Reform party. But he would now examine the evidence.22/ The hon. 
Member for Middlesex ... had not seen fit to touch upon the evidence of 
that defence; he seemed to consider all the time, and expense that had 

been occasioned thereby, both to Mr. V. himself and the House, as merely 
waste of wind; it was thrown overboard by him as unworthy of notice. 

He remembered when Mr. Brown was examined at the Bar, that he (Col. Prince) 
received a long lecture from the hon. member for Middlesex, because he 
dealt too harshly with the merits or demerits--he hardly knew which, for 
Mr. Brown had both--of that gentleman. In the ultima thule of Canada, 
backwoodsmen like himself, had few opportunities of associating with 
gentlemen so refined as the hon. member for Middlesex; he confessed, too, 
that he sometimes forgot himself, and afterwards repented of what he had 
said; he did not, however, think that he had much to repent Oem nas 
remarks on Mr. Brown.279 Col. Prince was somewhat witty at the expense of 
the "Fraternity in those boxes," (pointing to the reporters’ galleries,) 
what had attacked his conduct respecting this matter last session. He was 
proceeding with some other remarks, when ((he was interrupted by Mr. Insp. 
Gen. Hincks.))}* 
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MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS ... requested the hon. member to allow him the 
few minutes which remained before six o'clock to get through some routine 
business. 231 


(70) 
On motion of the Honorable Mr. Hineks, seconded by Mr. Cauchon, 


Ordered, That the Debate be adjourned unttl Thursday next, and be then 
the first Order of the day. 


Supply. The Order of the day for the House to resolve 
ttself a Committee to constder of the Motton made, 

on Friday last, That a Supply be granted to Her Majesty, betng read; 

The House accordingly resolved ttself tnto the Commtttee. 

Mr. Sauvageau took the Chair of the Committee; and after some time 
therein, 

Mr. Speaker reswned the Chatr; 

And Mr. Sauvageau reported, That the Committee had come to a Resolutton. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved on Thursday next. 


And at stx o'clock, P. M. pursuant to Order, the House was adjourned 


by Mr. Speaker, without a Questton first put, till Thursday next. 


APPENDIX: 6 FEBRUARY 1849. 


((NOTICE OF ADDRESS RE: CORRESPONDENCE ABOUT DISMISSAL OF MESSRS. 
FERRES, STUART AND A.B. PAPINEAU.)) 


M. CHRISTIE.--Je donne avis que je ferai motion qu'une humble adresse 
soit présentée a Son Excellence pour lui demander copie de toutes les corres- 
pondances au sujet des destitutions de M. Ferres, Stuart et A.B. Papineau. 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: BRIDGING LAKE CHAMPLAIN.))*?3 


Je 
MR. HOLMES ((asked a ieee” 


It was stated that the Imperial Government had had its attention called 
to the scheme for bridging Lake Champlain, and had directed the Ambassador 
at Washington to take the necessary steps to prevent it from being carried 
into execution. Before the bridge could be built, it would be necessary 
to obtain the consent of Vermont and New York, and afterwards the general 
Government of the United States.239 


MR. HOLMES remarked that a number of gentlemen believed they could 
immediately obtain the money to commence a canal from the St. Lawrence 
to the Lake. They were desirous to obtain an act to enable them to do 
so; but if this bridge were built, it would be a great obstacle to the 
success of their work. 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: ROADS IN THE WESTERN DISTRICT. ))7>/ 


COL. PRINCE AC pe ieas 28, respecting certain roads in the London and 
Western Districts.23 


MR. ASS. COM. P. W. CAMERON said, that in the present state of the 


finances, Government were not prepared to make any appropriation for roads 
in the London and Western Districts.239 


FOOTNOTES: 6 FEBRUARY 1849. 
1. The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 7 Feb- 
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1849; L'AVENIR, 17 February 1849; LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 10 Feb- 
ruary 1849; PILOT, 7 February 1849, copied by BRITISH WHIG, 8, 10 Feb- 
ruary 1849, GLOBE, 14 February 1849, BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 8 February 
1849, MORNING CHRONICLE, 9 February 1849, BRITISH COLONIST, 9 February 
1849, PACKET, 10 February 1849, BATHURST COURIER, 16 February 1849, 
and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 16 February 1849, in identical accounts. 
PILOT, 7 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 7 February 1849. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: L'AVENIR, 17 February 1849; 
LA MINERVE, 8 February 1849; LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 10 February 1849; 
BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 8 February 1849; PILOT, 7 February 1849, copied 
by BRITISH WHIG, 10 February 1849, GLOBE, 14 February 1849, and BROCK- 
VILLE RECORDER, 15 February 1849, in identical accounts; MONTREAL 
GAZETTE, 7 February 1849, HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 14 February 1849, and 
STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 15 February 1849, in identical accounts, except 
that the STANSTEAD JOURNAL omitted a number of speeches. Commentaries 
may be found in LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 30 January, 8, 10 February 1849. 
Whenever extracts are taken from the identical accounts in MONTREAL 
GAZETTE and HAMILTON SPECTATOR, the HAMILTON SPECTATOR will be re- 
produced as the MONTREAL GAZETTE is quite difficult to read. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 14 February 1849. 

EB PD 

The MONTREAL GAZETTE, 7 February 1849, and HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 14 
February 1849, incorrectly attributed this speech to Mr. Laurin. 
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LA MINERVE, 8 February 1849; 


L'AVENIR, 17 February 1849; and PILOT, 7 February 1849, GLOBE, 14 Feb- 
ruary 1849, BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 8 February 1849, MORNING CHRONICLE, 

9 February 1849, BRITISH COLONIST, 9 February 1849, PACKET, 10 February 
1849, BATHURST COURIER, 16 February 1849, and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 

16 February 1849, in identical accounts. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 7 February 
1849, noted the debate. 

PILOT, 7 February 1849. 
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The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 7 February 1849, 
copied by BRITISH WHIG, 8 and 10 February 1849, GLOBE, 14 February 1849, 
BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 8 February 1849, MORNING CHRONICLE, 9 February 1849, 
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BRITISH COLONIST, 9 February 1849, PACKET, 10 February 1849, BATHURST 
COURIER, 16 February 1849, and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 16 February 1849, 
in identical accounts; and MONTREAL GAZETTE, 7 February 1849. 

238. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 7 February 1849. 

239. PILOT, 7 February 1849. 


THURSDAY, 8 FEBRUARY 1849. 


(70) 
Petitions THE following Pettttons were severally brought 
brought _up. up, and Latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. Thompson,--The Petttton of Robert Griffith and others, of the 
Tounshtp of Cayuga, County of Haldimand; and the Petttton of the Muntetpal 
Counetl of the Dtstrict of Ntagara (Census). 

By Mr. Marquts,--The Petttton of Augustin Martineau and others, of the 
County of Kamouraska; and the Petttton of the Reverend L. A. Bourret and 
others, of Ste. Anne La Pocattére and the Townshtp of Ixworth. 

By Mr. Polette,--The Petition of Theophilus Rieckaby and others, of the 
Toun of Three Rivers. 

By the Honorable Mr. Cameron, of Kent,--The Petttton of Richard E. 
Vidal, ELE of Port Sarnia; the Petttion of J. R. Freeman and others, 
of the Town of Chatham; the Petition of George Hyde and others, of the 
northern Tounshtps of the County of Kent; and the Petttton of Messteurs 
Hamilton and Thomson, and others engaged in the Timber Trade of Canada. 

By Mr. Wetenhall,--The Petition of John Vansickle and others, of the 
Tounshtp of Beverly, District of Gore; and the Petition pee W. Miller and 
others, of the Townshtp of West Flamborough, District of Gore. 

By the Honorable Mr. Macdonald,--The Petition of the Right Reverend 
Patrick Phelan, Bishop of Carrhae, and Administrator of the Dtocese of 
Kingston, and others, Catholics of Upper Canada. ; 

By Mr. M'Farland, --The Petition of Abraham Schooley and others, of the 
Distrtct of Nragara. 

By Mr. Lemteux,--The Petttion of the Reverend Louts Polin and 
others, of the Partsh of St. Isidore, County of Dorchester; the Petition 
Stméon Larochelle and others, of the Partsh of oe. Anselie, County of 
Dorchester; and the Petition of Amable Paré and others, of the Partsh 


(72) 
of St. Istdore de Lauzon, County of Dorchester. 

By Mr. Cauchon,--The Petition of the Very Reverend A. ce and 
others, of the Partsh of St. Charles, County of OEE the Petttton 
of the Reverend_J. Asselin and others, of the Partsh of L Tange Gardten, 
County of Montmorency; and the Petitton of the Reverend E. Payment and 
others of the Partsh of Charlesbourg, County of Quebec. 

By the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin,--The Petttion of 
James Sampson and others, tnhabttants of Lot No. 24, first Conecesston 
of Kingston. 

By Str Allan N. MacNab,--The Petitton of John Young and others, of the 
City of Hamtlton; and the Petttion of the City aioe ar the City oF 
Hamilton. 

By Mr. Richards,--The Petttton of John F. Wilson and James Gardiner, 
on Bele of the Bay of Quinté Quinté Annual Conference of the Methodist Epts- 
copal Chureh in Canada. 











Pettttons read. Pursuant to the Orders of the day, the following 
Pettttons were redad:-- 

Of the City of Toronto and Lake Huron Ratlroad Company; praying for 
certain amendments to the Act 10 Vie. relating to the satd Company, and 
that the time allowed them for the completion of the said Railroad be 
extended. 
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Of the Munictpal Counctl of the Western Distrtet; praytng for the 
establishment of Townshtp Muntctpaltttes. 

Of the Muntctpal Counetl of the Western District; praying for the passing 
of an Act to enable Assessors to vertfy thetr Rolls before any Magtstrate 
tn the District. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the Western District; praying for certain 
amendments to the Act setting apart the new District of Kent. 

Of Simon Fraser, Esqutre, and others, of Bytown; praying that no 

alteration be made tn the Act incorporating the said Town. 

Of Edward Wright and others, of the City of Toronto; praying certain 
anendments to the Act tnecorporating the satd City. 

Of the Muntctpal Counetl of the Home District; of James Anond and 
others, of the Township of Seott; and of Joseph Gould_and others, of the 
Tounshtp of Uxbridge; praytng that no dtvtston be made of the said District. 

Of Ettenne Langlots and others; praying tndenmntficatton for losses 
sustained by them during the Troubles of 1837 and 1838. 

of the Reverend P. J. Bedard and others, Misstonartes tn the Townshtps; 
praying for ¢ grant of 200 acres of land in each Townshtp for the support 
of a Mtsstonary theretn. 

Of W. B. Wrong and others, of the Dtstricts of London, Talbot, and 
Broek; praying for the passtng of an Act to tncorporate certain persons 
as the "Prestdent, Directors, and Company of the Port Burwell Harbour," 
and that the property, lands, and appurtenances of that Harbour be granted 
to the satd Company. 

Of Willtam Stimpson and Abel R. Ward, of the Village of Smith's Falls; 
praying that the Act 10 & 11 Vte. ec. ore ielotia to the boundary line 
between the 4th Coneesston of Mo} Montague and North Elmsley be modtftied or 
repealed. 

Of John L. Read_and others; praying for the passtng of an Act to 
incorporate certatn persons as the Mattland and Merrtekville Road Company ." 

Of Thomas Kelly oe others, the Roman Catholte Clergy and others, of 
the Partsh of Prescott; ;_ praying that such proviston be made for the College 
of Regtopolts as will place tt upon a secure and permanent footing. 

Of Jeremtah Cowan and others, of the Townshtp of Blenhetm, Dtstrtct 
of Brock; praying that no alteration be made tn the extsting relations 
of the satd Townshtp by the formation of any new District. 

Of H. LeMesurter, Esquire, Vice-President, on behalf of the Board of 
Trade of Quebec; praying atd for the construction of a Ratlroad leading 
from Quebee to the western extremtty of the Province. 

Of H. LeMesurter, Esquire, Vice-Prestdent, on behalf of the Board of 
Trade of Quebec; praying certatn amendments to the Bankrupt Law. 

Of WN. "Hardy and others, of the County of Portneuf; comp Latning of the 
evils resulting from the Seigntortal Tenure of Lands, and praying reltef. 

Of P. Forgues and others, of the Partsh of St. Michel; praytng that 
the evtls artsing from ltcensed Taverns may be remedted by substituting 
Temperance Houses tn thetr places. 

Of James Evans and others, of the Protestant Teachers of the City of 
Quebee; complaining that they have not been patd the Government allowance 
for thetr Schools stnece 1846, and praying reltef. 

Of the Muntctpal Council of the County of Portneuf; praying for the 
repeal of the present Muntetpal Counetl Act, and for the re-establishment 
of Partsh Muntetpaltttes. 

Of W. G. Cook and others, Trustees of the Charleston Academy; praytng 
fOr aid. 
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Of the Reverend B. Honorat and others, of Saguenay; praying for the 
adoptton of certain measures to keep open the Road leading to the St. 
Lawrence. 

Of Willtam Downing, Esqutre, and others, of the Township of Hunger- 
ford, District of Veetorta; praying for the passtng of an Act to establish 
certatn boundary lines in the satd Townshtp. 

Of J. B. Branchaud and others, of Montreal; praying for a certain 
anendment to the Ordinance 3 &@ 4 Vite. ec. 31, wtth reference to the pay- 
ment of Tolls on the Turnpike Roads in the vicinity of Montreal. 

of M. A. Primeau and A. A. Trottter, of Ste. Martine, County of 
Beauharnois, praying to be authortzed to construct a Bridge over the 
River Chateauguay, and to make certain Plank Roads tn conneectton therewtth. 

Of Henry S. Larned, formerly of Chatham in the Western District, now 
of the City of Buffalo in the United States; representing the loss he has 
sustatned as Contractor with the Board of Works for the constructton of 
the Chatham, Amberstburgh, and_Sandwtch Roads,--and that tn consequence of 
the satd loss he has been obliged to leave the Province, and praying relief. 

Of the Reverend Willtam Rttchte and others, of the County of Essex, 
and others; praying for the renewal of the Charter of the_Niagara and 
Detrott ch Ea Rattlroad Company. 

Of Willtam Stewart and others, of the Townshtp of Nepean, District of 
ere praying for the passtng of an Act to settle the manner of 
surveying certain lettered Concesstons tn the satd Township. 

Of James Vollar, a Messenger of the Legtslative Assembly; praying for a 
Penston or retired allowance. 

Of Messteurs Hope, Birrell and Company, and others, of the District 
of London; praying that measures be tmmedtately adopted to render the 
Port t Stanley Harbour safe and commodtous for all classes of vessels 
navigating Lake Erte. 

of H. G. Hobbin and others, of the Town of Dundas ; praying J for the 
passing of an Act to tncorporate the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 

Of George Southwick and others, stockholders in the Niagara and 
Detrott Rivers Ratlroad Company. 

Of 0. E. Casgratn, Esqutre, and others, of the lower part of the wou 
of L'Islet; praying for the removal of the Registry Office of the sat 
County from the Partsh of St. Thomas to the Partsh of L'Islet. 
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Of the Reverend F. X. Delage and others, of the Partsh of L'istet; 
praying aid for the construction of a wharf at the landing place in the 
satd Parish. 

Of John Clark, Prestdent, on behalf of the Ntagara District Agricultural 
Soctety; praying a certain alteration tn the manner of apporttoning the 
money granted for the encouragement of Agricultural Soctettes. 

Of James Whiteford, Esquire, and others, Members of the Board of Poltce 
of the Town of Belleville; praying for an extenston of the limits of the 
satd Town. 

Of B. H. Lemoine and_A. M. Delisle, Esquires; praying that the Trustees 
of the Montreal Turnpike Roads be authorized by law to open Papineau Road 
as far as Sault au Recollet. 

Of John Grubb, of the Tounship of Etobteoke, Esqutre, Prestdent of the 
Weston Road Company ; praytng for certain amendments to the Act of Incor- 
poratton of the satd Company. 
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Of Robert E. Burns, Esqutre, and others; praying to be tneorporated as 
a Ftre, Life and Marine Assurance Company. 

Of Benjantn Bowerman and others; praytng to be tneorporated as the 
Markham and Elgin Mills Plank Road Company. 

Of the Munictpal Counetl of the District of Niagara; praying that the 
Laws for the gutdance of Surveyors of Land in the discharge of thetr duttes 
be so amended as to render them more effective in thetr operatton. 

Of the Muntctpal Counetl of the Dtstrtet of Ntagara; praying that the 
Muntetpal Counetls may be authortzed to hold lands for burtal grounds. 

Of John B. Warren and others, of Whttby and other Townships, tn the 
Home District; praytng that the satd Townshtps may be set apart as a 
separate District. 

Of Henry Cole and others, of Seugog Island; praying that the satd 
Island may be formed tnto a separate Townshtp, and that a certatn part 
of the Townshtp of Cartwrtght may be attached to the Townshtp of Mariposa. 

Of the Great Western Ratlroad Company; praying for the passing of an 
Act to abolish the Corresponding Commtttee (in England) of the satd Company, 
and to repeal certain extraordinary powers. 

Of the Great Western Ratlroad Company; praying for publte provinetal 
atd to secure the completion of the satd Rattlroad. 

Of the Great Western Ratlroad Company; praying that the Charter of the 
Niagara and Detrott Rivers Ratlroad Company be not revived. 





Waterloo Mr. Watts, from the Select Committee appotnted 
Electton. to try the mertts of the Petitton complatntng of an 

undue Electton and Return for the County of Waterloo, 
presented to the House the ftnal Report of the satd Committee; whtch was 
read, as followeth:-- 


Resolved, That at the last Electton held for the County of Waterloo, 1,409 
votes were polled and recorded for Janes Webster, Esqutre, and 1,107 
for Adan Johnston Fergusson, Esquire, and that thereupon the satd James 
Webster was, by Alexander Dingwall Fordyce, Esquire, the Returning 
Officer, proclaimed as betng duly elected. 








Resolved, That of 688 votes polled for Mr. Webster in the Townships of 
Bentinck, Glenelg, Holland, Sullivan, Normanby, Egremont, and Arthur, 
in the satdCounty, 165 only were valtd,--the remaining 523 voted 
recorded for Mr. Webster were tnvaltd; the parties tendering the votes 
declared invalid had no tittle to the property upon whtch they proposed 
to vote, and thts fact in stxty nine instances appears on the face of 
the Poll Books. 


Resolved, That the Petitton, Adam Johnston Fergusson, Esqutre, having a 
majortty of legal votes on the Poll Books at the last Election for the 
County of Waterloo, was duly elected. 


Resolved, That the facts connected with the last Electton for the County 
of Waterloo, espectally the conduct of the Deputy Returning Offrcers 
for the Tounships of Waterloo, Holland, Sulltvan, and Arthur, are such 
as demand the sertous constderation of the House. 


Resolved, That the Petitton of Adam Johnston Fergusson, Esqutre, ts not 
frtvotous or vexattous. 


Resolved, That the defence of the sttting Member ts not frivolous or 
vexattous. 


way 


On motton of Mr. Notman, seconded by Mr. Wetenhall, 


Ordered, That the Clerk of the Crown tn Chancery do attend this House forth- 
with with the last Return for the County of Waterloo, and amend the same, 
by erasing the name of "James Webster, Esquire," and inserting the name 
of Adam Johnston Fergusson, Esquire." 


The Clerk of the Crown tn the Chancery attended according to Order, 
and amended the Return for the County of Waterloo. 





Mr. Fergusson Adam Johnston Fergusson, Esquire, Member for 
takes hts _ seat. the County of Waterloo, having previously taken the 


oath according to law, and subscribed before the 
Commtsstoners the Roll containing the same, took hts seat in the House. 


MR. NOTMAN alluded to the conduct of the four Deputy Returning Officers 
at the late election for Waterloo, as shown in the proceedings of the 
Committee appointed to try the merits of the contested election. It showed 
such extraordinary acts on the part of those officers, as to demand the 
strictest scrutiny of the House; and he felt it his duty to move that the 
Speaker do issue his warrant compelling their attendance at the bar on 
12th March next.+ 
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On motton of Mr. Notman, seconded by Mr. Wetenhall, 
Waterloo Resolved, That the Select Committee appotnted to try 
Electton. the mertts of the Controverted Election for the 


County of Waterloo having reported to thts House, 
that the facts connected with the last Electton for the satd County, and 
espectally the conduct of the Deputy Returning Officers for the Townshtps 
of Waterloo, Holland, Sulltvan, and Arthur, were such as to demand the 
sertous constderatiton of thts House, Mr. Speaker do tssue hts swnmons to 
James Wilson, late Deputy Returning Offtcer for the satd Townshtp of Water- 
loo; John Miller, late Deputy Returning Officer for the satd Tounshtp of 
Holland; Richard Jones Willtams, late Deputy Returning Officer for the 
said Tounshtp of Sulitvan; and John M'Intosh, late Deputy Returning Officer 
for the satd Townshtp of Arthur, tn the satd County, respectively to appear 
at the bar of thts House, on Monday, the 12th day of March next, each 
severally to answer for hts conduct as such Deputy Returning Offtcer at the 
satd Election; and that the satd swnmonses be transmitted to John George 
Grange, Esquire, Shertff of the Wellington District, for service on the 
satd late Deputy Returning Officers respectively. 





W. Morrtson. The Honorable Mr. Price, one of Her Majesty's 

Executive Counetl, presented, pursuant to an Address 
to His Exeellency the Governor General,--Return to an Address of the Legts- 
lattve Assembly to His Excellency the Governor General, dated 14th July, 
1847, praying that Hts Excellency would be pleased to cause to be latd 
before the House, the amount of salary, fees, per centage, travelling 
expenses, and other income recetved by William Morrtson, Esquire, in his 
ecapactty of Crown Land Agent. 


Appendix (D.D.) For the satd Return, see Appendtx (D.D.) 
Correspondence The Honorable Mr. Attorney General La¥Fontatne, 
between Govern- one of Her Majesty's Executive Counetl, presented, 
ment and Mr, pursuant to an Address to His Excellency the Governor 


Crémazte. General, --Return to an Address of the Legtslattve 
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(73) 
Assembly to Hts Excellency the Governor General, bearing date the 14th July, 
1847, praytng that His Excellency would be pleased to cause to be latd 
before the House, coptes of all correspondence and communications which 
may have taken place between the Government and Jacques Crémazte, Esqutre, 
Advocate, formerly Supertntendent of the Registry Offices of the Districts 
of Quebee and_Gaspé, on the subject of the holding of the office of 
Regtstrar of the former Muntetpal District of Dorchester by Edward Bowen, 
Esquire, now Judge of the Distrtet of Gaspé. 


Appendix (E.E.) For the satd Return, see Appendix (E.E.) 
Shertffs of And also, Return to an Address of the Legtslative 
Montreal. Assembly to Hts Excellency the Governor General, 


dated 23d January last, praying htm to be pleased to 
cause to be latd before the House, a Statement, tn detatl, of the tneome 
dertved by the Shertffs of the Distrtet of Montreal, in virtue of thetr 
office; distingutshing the several sources thereof, and spectfytng the 
amount of publite montes tn thetr hands, together wtth the proftt in the 
shape of tnterest, or otherwise, derived by them for the last five years. 


Appendtx (F.F.) For the satd Return, see Appendtx (F.F.) 
Petition of G. Resolved, That that part of the Petttton of George 
B. de Boucher- B. de Boucherville, of Montreal, Esqutre, pray- 
vtlle; tng the House to allow htm to exhtbtt to them 


a machine tnvented by him for the productton 
of a self-renewing mottve force, be referred to a Select Committee composed 
of Mr. Egan, Mr. Seott, of Bytown, Mr. Scott, of Two Mountains, Mr. Sauvageau, 
Mr. Chauveau, the Honorable Mr. Laterrtére, Mr. Flint, Mr. Laurin, and 
Mr. Cauchon, to examtne the contents thereof, and to report thereon with 
all conventent speed; wtth power to send for persons, papers and records. 


Of J. Molson Resolved,--That the Petttion of John Molson, Esquire, 
and others; and others, of the Company of Proprtetors of the 


Montreal and Provinee Line Junction Ratlway, be 
referred to a Select Committee composed of Mr. DeWitt, Mr. Holmes, Mr. 
Beaubien, Mr. Chrtstte, and Mr. Bouthtliter, to examine the contents there- 
of, and to report thereon with all conventent speed, by Bill or otherwtse; 
wtth power to send for persons, papers, and records. 





Of J. Molson; Ordered, That the Petitton of John Molson; Esquire, 

Chatrman, on behalf of the Company of Proprtetors 
of the Champlain and St. Lawrence Ratlroad, be referred to the satd Com- 
mittee. 





Of Primeau Ordered, That the Petttton of M. A. Primeau and 

and Trottier; A. A. Trottier, of Ste. Martine, County of _Beau- 
Of J. Charlton harnots; the Petitton of John Charlton and others, 
and others; of the Ctty of Toronto and other places, in the 

Of A. Ar- Home District; the Petttton of Amable Archambeault, 
chambeault and and others, of L'Assomptiton; and the Petition of 
others; the Reltgtous Ladtes of the Hotel Dteu of Montreal, 
Of the Hotel be referred to the Standing Committee on Standing 
Dieu, Montreal Orders. 


referred. 
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Perition of 0. The Honorable Mr. Boulton moved, seconded by 
W. Stevens. Mr, Soltettor General Blake, and the Question being 
put, That the Petition of 0. W. Stevens, of the Town 


of Simeoe, tatlor, be referred to a Select Committee composed of Mr. Notman., 
Mr. Thompson, Mr. Smith, of Wentworth, Mr. Wetenhall, and the mover, to 
examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon with all conventent 
speed; wtth power to send for persons, papers, and records. 

The House dtvtded:--And tt passed tn the Negative. 


Bridge Bill of Ordered, That Mr. Dumas have leave to bring in a 
A. M. Deltsle Bull to authorize Alexandre M. Deltsle and others, 
and others. to erect a Toll Bridge over the River Jésus, and 


for other purposes theretn menttoned. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Tuesday next. 


On motton of Mr. DeWitt, seconded by Mr. Chrtstte 


Edit AE) 
Contingenctes Resolved, That thts House doth coneur tn the Second 
of the House. Report of the Standing Committee on Contingenctes, 


presented on Tuesday last. 


Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to Hts Excellency the 


4; 


Governor General, praying that Hts Excellency wtll be pleased 
to tssue hts Warrant in favor of Willtam Burns Lindsay, 
Esquire, the Clerk of thts House, for the sum of Five thousand 
pounds, currency, towards defraying the Contingenctes of 

thts House; and assuring Hts Excellency that thts House will 
make good the same. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hits Excellency the Governor 
General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the 
Executtve Counctl of thts Provinee. 


Montreal In- Ordered, That Mr. Davignon have leave to bring in a 
stitut Canadien Bill to tneorporate the Institut Canadten de 
Biel. Montréal. 


He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a second ttme, 
on Tuesday next. 


Petttton of Jd. Ordered, That the Petition of Joseph Légaré and 
Légaré_and others, of the City of Quebec, be printed for the 
others. use of the Members of thts House. 


On the Hon. MR. H. BOULTON moving the first reading of a bill to alter 
the present law as respects the sitting of the General Sessions of the 
Peace in Upper Canada, he drew attention to the fact of the custom of 
those Courts in Upper Canada sitting at the usual times when frequently, 
little or nothing was done and adjournments immediately took place. His 
object appealed not only to the Quarter Sessions, but to the General Ses- 
sions. His motion was for three terms in every four months; it would 
afford ample opportunities for speed settlements both in Crown and Private 
suits; it would occasion considerable saving in time and expense on those 
occasions when numbers swarmed them (sic) idleness and curiosity. He 
had consulted many professional gentlemen upon the subject, and they had 
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praised the proposed measure both on the score of convenience and economy. 
He had had this by him for some years, and hoped, at all events, it would 
be allowed to be printed, and so brought before the public.2 


MR. WILSON ((asked a question)) of a technical nature.° 


MR. J. SMITH (Durham) opposed the bill. There already existed great 
difficulty in parties having judgements (sic), putting them into execution, 
an evil that would not be remedied by lessening the terms of the Courts. 
Again he would like to see, how the provisions of the new judicature Act, 
introduced by government, would affect this matter if this did not touch 
upon it; he would be for increasing the jurisdiction of the District Courts. 
There existed a great evil at present, which was that the Judges of those 
Courts had not the same power to do certain things in vacation as was 
possessed by the Judges of the superior Courts. If possible he wished 
to have all these matters regulated by one and the same statute.4 


MR. H. SMITH (Frontenac) blamed the petulancy of the hon. member for 
Norfolk.5 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN said that not having heard any complaints as to 
the evil working of the present law he had desired some information as to 
the reasons and intentions of bringing forward the present measure. 9 


(78) 
General Ses- Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Boulton have leave 
stons of the to bring tn a Btll to repeal so much of the 
Peace and Dts- several Laws of the late Province of Upper 
trict Courts Canada as relate to the pertods for holding the 
BLUE (Tea Distrtet Courts and Quarter Sesstons theretn, 


and to make proviston for holding General Ses- 
tons of the Peace tn each District thereof, and to alter the Terms of the 
satd Distrtet Courts. 
He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the ftrst time; and ordered to be read a second ttme, 
on Thursday next. 


On motton of Mr. Scott, of Two Mountains, seconded by Mr. Jobtn, 


Montreal Resolved, That thts House do now resolve ttself tnto 
Turnptke a Committee, to constder the expediency of amend- 
Roads Act. tng the Montreal Turnptke Roads Act. 


The House accordingly resolved ttself tnto the satd Committee. 

Mr. Lyon took the Chatr of the Committee; and after some time spent 
theretn, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; 

And Mr. Lyon reported, That the Committee had come to a Resolution. 


Ordered, That the Report be recetved to-morrow. 
J. M. Ferres. On motton of Mr. Christte, seconded by Mr. Prince, 


Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to Hts Excellency the Governor 
General, praying htm to cause to be latd before thts House, coptes of 
any correspondence between James Motr Ferres, Esquire, late Inspector 
of Revenue for the second dtvtston of the Distrtet of Montreal, and 
the Executtve Government, relative to hts dismtssal from that offtce, 
as well as of any correspondence or communtcattons from any person 
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(74) 
or persons that may have tnduced hts dismissal therefrom, and ex- 
planatory of the causes thereof. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, by such Members of this House as are of the Honorable the 
Executtve Counetl of thts Province. 


On motton of Mr. Chrtstte, seconded by Mr. Gugy, 


Peter Stuart. Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 

His Excellency the Governor General, praytng 
that he will be pleased to cause to be latd before this House, coptes 
of any correspondence between the Executive Government and Peter Stuart, 
of Cornwall, Esqutre, relative to the intended appotntment of that 
gentleman to the Office of Shertff of the Eastern District. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the 
Executtve Counetl of thts Province. 


MR. CHRISTIE’ moved for an address to His Excellency for the corres- 
pondence8 and documents relative to the cases of? J. M. Ferres, Esq., of 
Montreal; of P. Stuart, Esa., of Cornwall, anc of A. B. Papineau, Esq. 
The hon. gentleman alluded, in very strong language10 upon the injustice 
of the proceedings of government in the first case. Mr. F. had been dis- 
missed from a public situation! on "public notoriety,"1l2 merely from the 
fact of his incidentally attending an election for Shefford, which he had 
a perfect right to do, as much as any free subject. The dismissal had 
taken placel3 on the complaint of the gentleman who now fills the office 
of Sollicitor General for Lower Canada,14 without the Governor General 
being made acquainted with the facts, and was the personal act of the 
hon. Inspector General.15 It was one of the most graceful things that 
had ever occurred in Canada--disgraceful to the Government, and more 
particularly disgraceful to the gentleman who now fills the office of 
Inspector General.16 


Hon. MR. HINCKS.--"Hear, hear."1/ 


MR. CHRISTIE: Respecting Mr. Stuart's case, he could only conclude that 
the boasted system of responsible government, as therein exemplified, was 
nothing but an infamous bureaucracy ruling the country, sanctioning the 
shameful practice of pledging itself to individuals, and immediately after- 
wards, without any cause assigned, throwing promises to the winds. He 
would compare the course taken by the present Administration, with the 
course pursued with respect to Mr. Turcotte, who, having obtained a promise 
from the Head of the Government, was placed in possession of office al- 
though there was a change of Ministry, and although he was himself a very 
unpopular man.19 As to the last case, that of Mr. Papineau, he had been 
dismissed from his official station because (which he, too, had a right to 
do,) he entertained an opinion opposed to the School Act, although none 
attempted to deny that he always performed his duties well in all respects. 
Nothing, he said, could be more tyrannical or unjust than their conduct 
to Mr. Ferres, who was punished for an offence founded on mere public 
report, and alleged to have been committed in the time of a former adminis- 
tration, which had been for some time bottled up by the hon. Inspector 
General his friend until their accession to power, in order that they 
might then have the satisfaction of venting their private spleen upon that 
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gentleman. He would repeat in that house and out of it, that it was dis- 
graceful to the party opposite, and more especially personally disreputable 
to the hon. Inspector General, then in his seat. 20 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS begged the hon. gentleman to separate these three 
questions. 21 


MR. CHRISTIE refused to separate them. He would put the question as 
he had given notice.2 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS did not rise for the purpose of peposans the 
production of any paper 3 relating to the merits of the case 4 if the 
House decided to have them upon its journals, and that they should be 
printed at a considerable expense to the country; but he trusted that 

the hon. member for Gaspé would strike from the motion those parts of the 
consequence respecting Mr. Ferres' case, which had been printed and 

laid before the country several months ago. 


MR. CHRISTIE.--''Why should they not be printed?"26 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS.--The hon. gentleman asked why not? but he (Mr. H.) 
was prepared to give a direct negative to that part of the motion, because 
he would never consent that insulting letters to His Excellency the Governor 
General should be placed on the journals of this House, when no object was 
to be gained by it (loud cries of "Hear, hear") for no information would 
be obtained from them, as they had all been published in the public news- 
papers several months since. He was glad, however, that this motion had 
been brought forward, because it afforded him an opportunity of vindicating 
before the House, and before the country, the course taken by Government2/7, 
his colleagues and himself28 in reference to the case of Mr. Ferres. (Hear, 
hear.) He would first observe that, owing to circumstances which he felt 
satisfied he could explain to the satisfaction of the House, there was some 
Slight irregularity of no real importance in the proceedings relative to 
the dismissal of Mr. Ferres, which the Ministry had had no opportunity 
yet of explaining; but of this circumstance a great deal of capital had 
been made by Mr. Ferres and those who took his part. The Government had 
hitherto remained perfectly silent; but when hon. members had heard their 
explanation, they would see that they were entirely blameless in the matter. 
(Hear, hear.) It had been the practice of the Government some years ago-- 
when he and his hon. friends around him were in office before--when Respon- 
sible Government had been first introduced in the colony, that all business of 
this nature should be transacted by the Provincial Secretary; it rested 
with that officer to see the Governor General upon all subjects connected 
with appointments and removals. Since, however, the more complete intro- 
duction of Responsible Government, and the administration of it by means 
of Heads of Departments, the custom had been changed. The change took 
place under the Administration of the hon. gentlemen opposite, and the 
hon. member for Huron (Mr. Cayley) must be perfectly aware of it. The present 
plan was for the Heads of the different Departments to transact the business 
connected with their Departments directly with the Governor General. The 
dismissal of Mr. Ferres took place shortly after the present Ministry came 
into office, and the gentleman who then filled the office Provincial Secretary 
(Mr. Sullivan) was under the impression that it lay in his department to 
act in the business. On the other hand, he (Mr. Hincks) being perfectly 
aware that it lay in his department, conceived that it was his business 
to act in the matter; and the consequence was that they both acted, 
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there being an entire correspondence between the members of the Government 
as to what was to be done in the matter. (Hear, hear.) There seemed, 
however, to have been a change of purpose on the part of the Government, 
which he would now explain. The commencement of the proceedings in this 
case was a letter addressed to him (Mr. Hincks) as Inspector General by 
the honourable and learned Solicitor General East, in his capacity of member 
for the County of Shefford, complaining of Mr. Ferres' conduct in taking 
an active part in the Shefford Election; on receiving that letter he (Mr. H.) 
communicated it to the Provincial Secretary, and held a conversation with 
him on the subject on which their views entirely coincided, as did those 
of the other members of the Government. After seeing the Provincial 
Secretary, he (Mr. H.) returned to his own office and communicated with 
Mr. Dunscombe, the gentleman who conducts the correspondence of the 
Department, telling him that he presumed the usual course was to send 

a letter of complaint of Mr. Ferres for explanation, and accordingly the 
letter was addressed to Mr. Ferres on that very day, Saturday, the lst 

of April. It was sent off, accompanied by a note from Dunscombe, saying,-- 
"I have the honour to enclose the accompanying communication for any 
observations you may wish to make thereon." Now, one of two charges 
against the Government was, that they had first called Mr. Ferres for an 
explanation and then dismissed him without getting any such explanation. 
This was the point which he desired to explain. On the 3rd of April, 
(Monday) the Provincial Secretary sent him (Mr. H.) for the letter. The 
original letter had been sent to Mr. Ferres, instead of a copy, as is 
customary. He directed the letter to be recovered and sent to the Pro- 
vincial Secretary, which was done. He would now read to the House a 
document which he would have resisted the production of, had it not been 
called for by the motion of the hon. member for Gaspé, because it was of a 
nature which no Government could be expected to produce--viz: a minute 

in which the Provincial Secretary had placed a record at the time, ((of)) 
his own opinion and that of the whole Government on the case. Mr. Hincks 
read the following document:-- 

"The Provincial Secretary submits for the consideration of His Excel- 
lency the Governor General the facts stated in the accompanying letter of 
Mr. Drummond, respecting the conduct of Mr. James Moir Ferres, Inspector 
of Licenses. Of the correctness of the statement, there can be no doubt. 

"It may be said, in defence of Mr. Ferres, that his exertion at the 
elections were in favour of an existing Administration, and against an 
existing Opposition. But it is respectfully submitted that the spirit 
of the law is against interference in elections by officers of the revenue, 
and Mr. Ferres' services should not have been permitted by the head of his 
department; and that it is too much to expect of those who scrupulously 
abstain from using such support for themselves, to look on its use with 
indifference, when made available by their opponents.'"29 Here Mr. H. was 
proud to say the present Ministry cared not for, and would not avail them- 
selves of such support. 

"Tt is most desirable that subordinate ministerial officers should not 
be displaced on every change of Administration. 

"But in the United States, where such officers are in fact, and are 
expected to be political active partizans, it seems to arise, as a matter 
of necessity, that there displacement follows a change in the Administration. 

"To prevent the evil from creeping into the administration of Government 
in the Colony, it is necessary to have it understood in practice that those 
who wish their situations to be permanent, should forbear from active inter- 
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ference with party struggles, or at least that they should if they do make 
themselves active partizans, be prepared to take the consequences. 

"The public odium which attached to all Governments in the use of 
their paid subordinate functionaries, for electioneering purposes, ought 
to be a sufficient reason for a refusal to use them for that purpose. 

They would not be permitted to interfere against the party in power, and 
they ought not to be active in its favour. 

"The Provincial Secretary submits that in this case, Mr. Ferres should 
be superseded in his office, as he can scarcely be continued without the 
apparent adoption, by the Government, of the course pursued by their 
predecessors--a course which they conceive to be unconstitutional, il- 
legal, and injurious to the proper administration of the Government of 
this, country. 

"R. Be Sullivan" 

That was the paper submitted to His Excellency the Governor General, 
and it entirely refuted the assertion so frequently made by the press, but 
which he confessed he was astonished to hear repeated by a member of this 
House3l, the hon. member for Gaspé32, that the Government acted in this 
matter without the knowledge of the Governor General. Indeed it had been 
frequently asserted that it was entirely done by the Inspector General 
without the knowledge of his colleagues, thus attempting to cast odium 
upon him. (Hear, hear.) The hon. member for Gaspé had referred to an 
order in the Council.--33 What were the terms upon which the situation was 
held34? This office was once held at the pleasure of the Crown, and the 
mode of dismissing the incumbent was a matter between the Administration 
themselves and the Governor General. The head of the department, assuming 
the responsibility, was supposed to speak the sentiments of his colleagues. 
If the head of the department assumed the responsibility of an act which 
might bring on the Government, and weaken the Administration without the 
knowledge of his colleagues, he would necessarily bring himself into dif- 
ficulties, and it was therefore natural to suppose that he would take care 
to have the concurrence of his colleagues. But in regard to the dismissal 
of Mr. Ferres, there was not the slightest difference of opinion between 
the members of the Cabinet. They would all of them be ready to defend 
and take the responsibility of the act. (Hear, hear, hear.) The incon- 
sistency then arose, as he had explained, from the fact that the Pro- 
vincial Secretary and himself had both acted in the matter without each 
other's knowledge. Reference had been made to the use of the term "public 
notoriety.'' The expression was perfectly justifiable in a case like this.-- 
The question is, Was Mr. Ferres on the hustings interfering in the election 
on the occasion asserted? Had he ever denied it? If the Government, acting 
on "public notoriety," had dismissed him on the ground that he had been 
on the hustings, and if afterwards it was proved that he was never on the 
hustings, that he was engaged at the time in the business of his office, 
and then the Government were entirely mistaken, than he would admit that 
the Government would have got themselves into a great difficulty. But 
this was just one of those cases in which it was safe to act on "public 
notoriety.'' A man could not do the things with which Mr. Ferres was 
charged, before hundreds and thousands of people, without its becoming 
a matter of notoriety. They had also the letter of the Solicitor General, . 
a member of Parliament, who was himself present on the Hustings, and 
saw and heard Mr. Ferres, and who could not have been mistaken. He 
contended therefore, that the government had quite enough evidence to 
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satisfy them that Mr. Ferres was there as represented. Then came the 
question, whether a Revenue Officer being on the hustings and taking part 
in the election, the course pursued towards him was a correct one? (No! No!") 
The hon. member for Gaspé differed entirely from the views entertained by 
the Government on this point. He (Mr. Christie) had asserted that Mr. 
Ferres had a perfect right to be there. On the other hand, the Govern- 
ment thought that it was a most improper thing for him to be there, and 
were determined, as far as they could to prevent officers engaged in the 
collection of the Revenue taking part in political affairs. An act of 
Parliament had been passed preventing such officers from voting--much less, 
therefore, should they interfere in taking an active part on the hustings. 
They were allowed to do so in England, and such conduct cannot be admitted 
here, unless, as in the United States, every time there was a change of 

the Administration, every Government Officer, from the lowest to the high- 
est was changed. (Hear, hear.) But it was a most singular thing that 
there had hardly been another instance throughout the Province of a Rev- 
enue Officer having acted in this way.35 


. : ey 2 
Ironical cries of "Hear, hear," from the Opposition. 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS.--Yes, he had heard of some two, three, or half- 
dozen instances.3/ 
MR. H. SMITH (Frontenac).--In the Prince Edward District, for japtaneses: 
SIR A. MACNAB.--And Three ae 
MR. CAYLEY.--And Huron. (Hear, Hoaer he 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS had never heard any complaint from Prince Edward 
but did hon. gentlemen suppose that the Government were to go hunting up 
cases of that kind? (Ironical cheers.) They did not do it in Mr. Ferres' 
case. The matter was brought forward by a member of Parliament, and in 
no case, where complaint had been made, had the present Administration 


refused to initiate an inquiry.41 
/ 


0 


No, no, mere report. 
MR. CHRISTIE.--You made no inquiry inMr. Bares dee. S 
MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS.--The hon. gentleman complained that Mr. Ferres 
had no opportunity for explanation of his conduct. There was no satisfactory 
explanation of it that could be offered. Could the hon. members opposite 
deny that Mr. Ferres was on the hustings, and addressed the electors?44 


MR. CHRISTIE.--No, but I contend that that constitutes no offence, 
moral or political45 in the conduct of Mr. F.46 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS.--The Ministry took the responsibility of acting 
on public notoriety, and Mr. Drummond's letter. It had not been denied, 
and it could not be denied, that Mr. Ferres was on the hustings, and 
addressed the electors: that fact was not denied; there they would 
join issue and say that a Revenue Officer going there and addressing the 
electors was sufficient ground for his dismissal, and the Ministry were 
prepared to stand to it, and dismiss every Revenue Officer who did it. 
(Hear, hear.) 


MR. CAYLEY said that Mr. F. did not vote. He was like any other 
spectator48 on the hustings on the day of nomination49, quiet, and not 
taking any part, till he was personally assailed by Mr. Drummond;29 and 
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merely replied to those attacks’-, and was he calmly to submit to personal 
insult; and were they so ungenerous, so tyrannical, so unmanly, (hear, 
hear,) as to presume upon Mr. F.'s, or any other person's official 
position, as to say to him, “I will assail and insult you, you know 
your situation, and I dare you to turn and defend yourself 22; if you 
attempt to reply, you shall be dismissed? (Hear, hear.)3 

MR. CHRISTIE.--The Governor General was also preaceiaee 

MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS.--It made no difference whether Mr. Ferres was 
attacked or not. He had no business to be there at all, interfering in 
the election. (Ironical cheers.) He had been in the neighbouring county 
of Missisquoi interfering in the election there before he went to the 
Shefford election.2> He had attended meetings, he had canvassed on other 
occasions.96 The hon. member for Missisquoi would not pretend to say 
that he had not interfered in his election, and he had also addressed 
meetings previous to the nomination day in the County of Shefford. 
He (Mr. F.) deserved these personalities. If they wished to assimilate 
our system to that of the United States, as before alluded to in these 
matters, well and good. 28 The Solicitor General was, therefore, bound, 
in justice, and at the solicitation of his constituents, to bring the 
matter under the notice of the Government; and other hon. members, placed 
in the same position, would have done the same thing. The question, then, 
for the House to decide was, whether it was desirable that Revenue Officers 
should be allowed to interfere in political discussions?29 Parties holding 
even subordinate situtations were naturally supposed to have a certain 
influence, and by using that Mr. F. had brought upon himself all he met 
with.--The question had been started as to the spirit of the law respect- 
ing it60 but it was remarkable that nearly all those who took part with 
Mr. Ferres agreed with the Government in condemning the practice. (Hear, 
hear.) He (Mr. Hincks) was surprised to hear hon. members say that Mr. 
Ferres had a right to do as he had done. ol 


MR. CHRISTIE.--No, No! 64 ((He)) had said that Mr. Ferres, as a Revenue 


Officer, had as much right to be there as any man in the country.63 He 
did not attack till he was himself attacked, when he had only defended 
himself, but His Excellency also; 04 He had heard the Governor General 
personally slandered and calumniated to an extreme degree; it was there- 
fore his duty to defend His Excellency.65 Had he not so defended Her 
Majesty's representative, under whom he held office, I would, myself, 
have helped to send him adrift. 66 Any man who would not do so, deserved 
to be kicked out of his office immediately. ®/ 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS.--The member for Gaspé chose to say, that the 
whole of the dispute, so to speak, between the Solicitor General and Mr. 
Ferres, commenced on the nomination day, as if Mr. Ferres, a harmless 
Revenue Officer, came merely as a spectator to the election to hear what 
was going on without interfering. Such was not the case; he had been 
interfering, not merely in Shefford, but in other counties, and attending 
throughout the county previous to the nomination day, and came on the 
hustings as one of the principal opponents of Mr. Drummond, who happened 
to speak before him. As to what had been stated about the Solicitor 
General having made improper and personal remarks on the Governor General, 
that was an assertion which he (Mr. Hincks) was authorized by his learned 
friend the Solicitor General to give a flat contradiction to. (Cheers.) 
It had been shown very satisfactorily in the public prints that it was 
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utterly impossible that he could have made any such attacks, and that the 
certificates got by some of Mr. Ferres' friends only showed they did not 
understand the subject he was talking about. He repeated, that it was ut- 
terly impossible that, in connection with the subject he was discussing at 
the time, the Solicitor General could have made any personal attack on the 
present Governor General. He had already explained the cause of Mr. Ferres 
having been at one time asked for an explanation of his conduct, and then 
dismissed before he had given any. 8 A letter had been sent as a matter 

of form, not as being of any consequence or effect, as no excuse whatever 
could be given for Mr. F.'s addressing the electors.©9 The members of the 
Government were all agreed on the matter, and consideredthat they had acted 
rightly towards Mr. Ferres. They would persevere in the course they had 
taken; and he believed Mr. Ferres' dismissal would have a most beneficial 
effect, and that they should see no more Revenue Officers interfering in 
elections. (Hear, hear.)/9 He perceived by the interruptions a difference 
of opinion in that House/1 


SIR A. MACNAB wished to know whether he understood the Hon. Inspector 
General aright. Did he say that Mr. Ferres was dismissed from his 9 
situation on account of the charge against him based on public notoriety?’ 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS did not understand the question. ’? 
SIR A. MACNAB repeated his question. /4 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS said that Mr. Ferres had been dismissed from his 
situation because he appeared on the hustings and addressed the electors, 
and otherwise interfered in election matters. There was not only public 
notoriety against him, but the Hon. Inspector General also had a letter 
from the hon. member for Shefford complaining of the interference of Mr. 
Ferres in elections./5 


SIR A. MACNAB desired a direct eneueewh” 
A pause, without any answer from Mr. Fiesta 


SIR A. MACNAB.--Well, then, it was ee ((He)) understood the Hon. 
Inspector General to state that he had "public notoriety" as a sufficient 
cause for his dismissal from his situation, and he now charged the Hon. 
Inspector General with having said so./79 


"No! No!" from some members. 


SIR A. MACNAB.--This was, certainly, a new feature in8l the glorious 
responsible government, which, by the way, was the name by which the hon. 
member was now called.82 He had always understood that83 the Common Law 
decreed that every man is presumed to be innocent, till found guilty$4, 
but he was not told that "public notoriety" was a sufficient cause to dis- 
miss a man from office.25 He feared there were many there present who 
would stand in an awkard position. No matter with what offence Mr. F. 
was charged, he, and everybody else, ought to have a fair hearing in such 
cases, and without it, it was monstrous to deprive him of his situation 
and means of support. This case showed a new feature, on which it would 
be his (Sir A.'s) business to dwell more fully, when the papers were 
before the House.86 He could only say that he was astonished at the 
admission which had been made by the Hon. Inspector General that ''public 
DS aia '" should be held as sufficient evidence to dismiss a man from 
otiice, 
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MR. SHERWOOD had intended to retain his remarks till such a time as 
the papers were before the House88, He did not think the present occasion 
was the time to enter into a discussion as to the propriety or impropriety 
of the conduct of the Government in dismissing the gentlemen named in the 
Resolution now before the House; but, as the Hon. Inspector General had, 
at some length, attempted a justification89 of the Administration for the 
dismissal of Mr. Ferres?9 he (Mr. S.) was unwilling to allow his remarks 
to go forth without some notice.?1 No doubt the papers relative to the 
case had been before the country for a length of time, and if he did not 
mistake, the matter of public notoriety was admitted as a sufficient reason 
for Mr.Ferres' removal; and holding this to be true, he could not help 
stigmatizing the sentence as severe and serious. If the statements made 
in the Pilot and the Herald, to the injury of any man's good name, were 
to be taken as a sufficient evidence against a man, he would say, God 
keep him from the acts of such a Responsible Government: The Hon. 
Inspector General92 said, that the law prevented a person, holding the 
Situation Mr. Ferres did from voting at any Election, and that the Govern- 
ment were determined that no such officer should in any manner interfere 
at Elections--that Mr. Ferres had actually canvassed the County against 
Mr. Drummond, and in favor of the Conservative candidate--that he appear- 
ed on the hustings, and harangued the assemblage. Now, (said Mr. S.) so 
far as his memory served him, it appeared, by the correspondence, that 
the ground of complaint was, that Mr. Ferres appeared on the hustings and 
addressed the people, and nothing whatever was said about his having 
actively canvassed the electors; and this showed how important it was to 
have the whole correspondence before the House before entering upon a 
discussion of the merits of the case. Take the grounds, then, as stated 
in the correspondence, that he appeared on the hustings, and addressed 
the people. Going upon the hustings alone surely could not be considered 
as an interference at the Election? Any one, he said, whether an office 
holder or otherwise, had a right to be present on such an occasion. He 
may have been led there by curiosity,--he may have felt a desire to listen 
to the eloquence of his hon. and learned persecutor,--but it is said "he 
harangued the bystanders.'' In this part of the charge consists the im- 
propriety of his conduct, if any impropriety there was. How, then, is 
it answered?93 What Mr. Ferres said--and he thought his statement was 
as likely to be true as the statement made by the Solicitor General-- 
should have been inquired into, and an opportunity afforded him for 
giving an explanation of his conduct. That gentleman said?4 while 
standing on the hustings, he was wantonly and unjustifiably attacked by 
Mr. Drummond, and that remarks were also made by him, (Mr. D.) reflecting 
severely upon the character and conduct of the Governor General,--that, 
when an opportunity offered, he defended himself, and also denied the 
aspersions thrown out against the Representative of the Sovereign, under 
whom he held a subordinate office,--if this state of the case be true, 
(said Mr. S.) he was prepared to maintain that there was nothing in Mr. 
Ferres' proceedings on that occasion which deserved censure in the 
slightest degree. Is it not a natural right which every man enjoys to 
defend himself when personally assailed? And does the acceptance of an 
office deprive him of this right?--Then, again, had he not the right, nay, 
was it not his duty, as an officer under the Government?2, as it was the 
duty of every loyal man?6, to defend the head of it if in his hearing he 
was falsely accused? What Mr. Ferres asserts (said Mr. S.) may or may 
not be true, but it is clear he was entitled to be heard before he was 
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condemned and punished--and condemned and punished, too, upon no better 
evidence than public notoriety, a rumour in a newspaper, of which the 
Inspector General himself was the proprietor. But the Hon. gentleman says, 
Mr. Drummond made the charges against him, and what he said is to be be- 
lieved. Are we to understand herceforth that the mere statement of an 
individual, however high his position in the community may be, aided by 
common rumour, is to be considered sufficient evidence to deprive a man 

of office without giving him an opportunity of explaining or contradicting 
them? Such doctrine is monstrous and cruel, and reflects a foul stain 
upon the Government, who have approved and acted upon it. He (Mr. S.) 
said he would read a Resolution which was placed on the Journals of the 
House of Lords, so long ago as the year 1740, as expressive of the senti- 
ments he entertained. At the termination of the debate, on the motion for 
an Address to the King to remove Sir Robert Walpole from the Ministry, a 
Resolution was moved by the Duke of Marlborough, the draft of which is 

in the handwriting of the Lord Chancellor Hardwick:--"That an attempt to 
inflict any kind of punishment on any person without allowing him an 
opportunity to make his defence, or without any proof of any crime or 
misdemeanor committed by him, is contrary to natural justice, the 
fundamental laws of the Realm, and the ancient established rules of 
Parliament, and is a highinfringement of the liberties of the subject." 
Since that day the spirit and the sound constitutional doctrine contained 
in the above Resolution have animated the Government and Parliament of 
England--but by the Government here they have been totally disregarded and 
set at defiance. Here a man, who entertains different political feelings 
from those at present in power, has only to be complained of by a partizan 
of the Government, and he is at once stripped of his office, perhaps the 
only support of a large family, without the opportunity of defence, and 
without atittle of evidence against him. Several instances of the kind 
have occurred since the present Ministry have come into power, but even 
had there been but one solitary instance of such oppression and tyranny, 
it ought to excite alarm. Oppression is exercised against the social 

body when even one of its members is oppressed. When (said Mr. S.) the 
correspondence in this and other cases is laid upon the table of the House, 
some further proceeding will, no doubt, be taken, when the opportunity will 
be afforded hon. gentlemen of entering more Ae into the merits of the 
respective cases than can now be possibly done. 


MR. STEVENSON said that no person had been more active in opposing him 
in Prince Edward than the Collector for Port Howell, Mr. Roblin. (Laughter. 
It was notorious that gentleman had not only interfered by addressing 
electors, convassing, &c., but even allowed the records of the Registry 
Office to be submitted to the electors previous to that election. This 
was a well known fact, and yet the ministers had not attempted any action 
in the case.99 
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MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN joined with the Hon. Inspector General in eoatn oe 

the responsibility of the 00 course adopted with regard to Mr. Ferres. 

He differed in toto from the conclusion already arrived at, from the one 
quoted respecting Sir Robert Walpole. He thought hon. members did not 
understand that Minister's position. The prosecution fell to the ground 
for want of foundation of an impeachment for high crimes and misdemeanors. 
There existed a very strong party feeling against Walpole, which sought 

to ruin him, and even to bring his head to the block, if the materials 

of evidence could have been found, but he was always ready to meet his 
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opponents. A committee of Secrecy had been appointed, which, however was 
fruitless. Walpole fell in the usual way, and in due time he was replaced 
by those who were better qualified, by having the confidence of the country 
with them. But what analogy between that case and the present. Mr. F. 

held his appointment during pleasure of the Crown, which had the power 

at any time to remove him, provided the Ministry assumed the responsibility 
of the act. It was true it was not customary to do so, unless for good 

and substantial reasons that would bear the scrutiny of Parliament. It 

was also very customary for hon. members to move for the production of 
papers merely to get explanation at once, and so obviate the necessity of 
the production; and if he and his colleague, the hon. Inspector General, 
had not entered into their present explanation, they would have been 

guilty of a great disrespect of that House.--He, as one, assumed the 
responsibility of removing Mr. F. on the ground of facts, which neither 

the hon. member for Toronto nor any one else denied. Mr. F. had not been 

a mere accidental spectator, quiet and peaceable; he was not solitary on 
the occasion, that was a notorious fact, and did it lessen the credibility 
of Mr. Drummond's letter? The interference was forbidden by Act of Parlia- 
ment. If hon. member wished to introduce here the United States system, 
and make a clean sweep of the subordinate officers at every change of 
administration or that the holders for the time being should be mere 
machines, to be handled at the pleasure of their masters, let it be so. 

He was for doing so. (Hear, hear.) True he should depreciate (sic) such 

a system, but he did not live to see them make fish of one and flesh of 
another; to protectone portion, and not another. If they did not desire 
that state of things, they must uphold the conduct of the Government. 

This was the first time he had heard of Mr. Roblin's case; it was not 
brought up before the House, nor was it indeed necessary in all cases; 

but this was the first case, and it was not his party's advantage to use 
patronage, although other cases might have been brought forward; but this 
one was taken to make an example, and no explanation whatever would shake 
his opinion; and, at the proper time, he was confident the house would 
support his side. He would not object to the motion if it was confined 

to purely official matters, but he would not consent to a confused general- 
ity of matter to appear in the Journals.102 


MR. BADGLEY said, that with regard to the Missisquoi election, Mr. F. 
at that period resided in that county, with his family and connections, 
and therefore, it was natural and right, that he should be a spectator on 
such an occasion, or was he merely on acount of an event of such public 
interest to be absent from his country and friends. As _to Shefford, he 
was not accused of voting, but of interfering, and no further proof of this 
was adduced but Mr. Drummond's letter. He Mr. B. was not in favour of 
the interference of government officers as now alleged, but he looked to 
the motive of the proceedings against Mr. F., and desired justice to this 
individual, even though the unsupported testimony of a member of the 
government was arrayed against him. He herel93 read from a speech of a 
noble lord on the occasion of the resolution of the lords already alluded 
to, to show that the principle applied to every member of society, what- 
ever might be his position.104 The case of Sir R. Walpole ... commented 
in strong terms upon the arbitrary nature of the prosecution, then sought 
to be maintained as endangering rights, liberty, and life itself. (Hear, 
hear.) In this case he wished some explanation for the extraordinary 
and premature exercise of the royal prerogative. He quite agreed with 
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the general principle of dismissing subordinate officers, who prostituted 
their influence to encroaching on the liberty of election; but he would 

not see an officer, as in this case, made the scape goat of a political 
party. The opinion of the Provincial Secretary was taken after the dis- 
missal, and a similar charge in the case of105 Prince Edward and Huron,106 
but no steps upon it. Why was the whole concentrated force of the executive 
brought to bear upon an insolated (sic) case, from ex post facto statements. 
If the party now accused, had in any way erred, would not a suitable re- 
primand have answered all proper purposes. 


MR. PAPINEAU spoke against the course the Government had taken in this 
case, andl08 asked if the fact of which Mr. Ferres was accused had been 
proved before he was discharged from his office.109 ((He)) deprecated 
taking articles that have appeared in the public papers as sufficient 
ground for the dismissal of a public officer, and not only depriving him 
of his means of living, but likewise attacking his reputation. Was 
Government to act upon such rumours which appeared in the news papers? 
Perhaps had enquiry been made, it would have been found that he had com- 
mitted only an indiscretion unworthy of such punishment. Or it might have 
been established, as it had been stated in the correspondence which had 
been published, that he had merely defended himself and the head of the 
Government, in a manner which he was bound to do.t11 ft appeared to be 
insulting to the head of the Government to force him into an acquiescence 
in such an arbitrary act, in the manner they have done. He did not think 
that this was the proper time to discuss the point, but that when the 
papers were laid before the House, the Ministry might then have the 
Opportunity of justityine itself, if justification it had. 112 


MR. CHRISTIE said, that he did not want any other correspondence but what 
was strictly official. He would refer it to a committee appointed for the 
purpose of enquiring into it.113 He thought that all these cases involved 
infringements on the prerogatives, which showed that the Governor General 
was but a cat's-paw in the hands of ministers. The hon. member then con- 
sented to strike out some words from his motion, so as to make it refer 
only to the correspondence on which Mr. Ferres' dismissal took place, and 
not that which had occurred since that time.114 He did not want any news- 
paper correspondence whatever.t1 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN.--The hon. gentleman will perhaps strike out the 
words "orders of Council." He did not consider it regular to send down orders 
of the Council; and besides, in this case, he was ready to admit that no 
order of Council existed.116 

ey 

MR. BADGLEY said, the Government would give such papers as were proper. 

MR. CHRISTIE said,--With the explanation given by the hon. Attorney 
General, he would consent to strike out the words "orders of Council. "118 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS said, that he would wish the hon. member for 
Gaspé to word his motion in such a manner as only to ask for such papers 
as had reference to the dismissal of Mr. Ferres. He (Mr. H.) had that 
correspondence in his hands. There was no necessity to give two letters 
written by the Secretary, as that would make the production of Mr. Ferres' 


letters in the newspapers necessary.119 


120 
MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE said a few words to the same effect. 


MR. CHRISTIE said, that Mr. Ferres had nothing to do with the present 
inquiry, and did not know that it was to be made until the day before 
yesterday. 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN, in reference to the correspondence of P. Stuart, 
Esq., of Cornwall, said that he had no objection whatever to open the 
correspondence in question, excepting that part which had reference to 
the retraction of the promise to him. In reference to this case of Mr. 
Stuart, as in the former case, though he was not in town at the time, he 
entirely concurred with what his colleagues had done.122 At the late 
election, Mr. Sheriff McMartin vacated his officel23 for the purpose of 
offering himself as a candidatel24 for the Government interest125 at an 
electionl26, and it appeared that some promise was made to Mr. Peter 
Stuart, that the office should be conferred on him. Now, by an Act of 
Upper Canada, the Crown could appoint no person to be Sheriff till the 
person had entered into certain recognizances at the Quarter Sessions of 
the District. Now, when the correspondence relative to this office took 
place, the Administration of that day had just appealed to the country, 
and had had a verdict rendered against them. They were therefore holding 
office ad interim, and were not in a position constitutionally to make 
any appointments to officel2/ but such as was absolutely necessary for 
carrying on the Government of the countryl28 until after they were removed 
of the responsibility of office by the House. The present Government did 
not find Mr. Stuart in office, because that could not be done till he had 
fulfilled certain conditions. When he had fulfilled these conditions, it 
became the duty of the Administration to advise an appointment, and they 
did not choose to take the responsibility of advising that of Mr. Stuartl2? 
and consequently the Governor could not constitutionally appoint hin.t 
Was the Governor General then to defy the counsel of his constitutional 
advisers? or were the Ministry to advise a bad appointment?131 He would 
go farther, and say that if the late Ministry had appointed him he, (Mr. B.) 
would have advised his dismissal, and would have resigned had he not been 
dismissed, and the Governor might have got Mr. Stuart to help him to carry 
on the business of the country. The circumstances in this case justified 
the Ministry in the course it had taken.--132 The law forbids Sheriffs to 
take part in elections; were they, then to resign their offices--were other 
gentlemen to be appointed to fill those offices, under circumstances which 
at least bore the appearance of arrangement ?133 The appointments was not 
made, and the Ministry could not take the responsibility of it; the late 
Government had no right to appoint him nor was this the only case of this 
kind. In England the promise of appointments had been made by one Ministry 
and not carried out by the other one which succeeded. He cited the case 
of Lord Hytesbury in 1835, who had been promised an appointment in India-- 
he had all his goods on board ship, and upon a change of administration 
he was not sent out. He likewise cited the case of Lord Amherst134 ((who)) 
was ready to embark for Canada ... but there was a case in Canada, which 
would probably have much greater authority with hon. gents. opposite. 

This was the case of135 the hon. and gallant knight, the member for 
Hamiltonl36, Sir A. MacNab and the eee Generalshipl3/. What had 

the late Ministry done in this case.138 Here the hon. member read from 
the journals the statement of Sir Allan MacNab from the Chair at the 
beginning of the session of 1847. From these, it appeared that when Sir 
Allan was to be appointed Adjutant-General, he impressed upon the Governor 
General the propriety of his having a person thoroughly acquainted with 
military details, (Col. Cameron) and that "he left the Governor General 
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with the understanding that Col. Cameron was to be the deputy:" That he 

went to Mr. Daly and told him "that he had accepted on the express condition 

that Colonel Cameron was to be appointed," and that "so soon as it was ascertained 
that Colonel Cameron would accept, both were to be fe pee altogether. "139 

We had great work about conditions some time ago.14 


Hear, hear, and laughter from the Ministerial benches, and a gentleman 
opposite.+ 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN ((continued:)) Subsequently Sir Allan saw the Governor 
General, and was told--"Some of the Ministry desired to have Mr. McDonald 
appointed but I (the Governor General) told them I had authorized you to 
offer the appointment to Col. Cameron." That he (Sir Allan) then called on 
Mr. Cayley, who expressed himself to be in favour of Col. Cameron," upon which 
he (Sir Allan) remarked "that if there was any difficulty, he would go back to 
the Governor Gen., and received for answer that there was "no necessity" they 
would try to provide otherwise for Col. McDonald."142 Here then was a case 
in which the assent of the Governor General was given with the responsibility 
of the Ministry. He would not detain the house longer than by reading Mr. 
Daly's lettert43 appointing Mr. McDonald/44 in which it was stated that it was 
not expedient to appoint Col. Cameron, 145 and regretting that Mr. Cameron 
should be "disappointed,'' in consequence of circumstances beyond His Excellency's 
control, obliging him to change his former intention,.146 (Laughter.)+4/ He 
therefore concluded that as well on account of the merits of the case, as in 
consequence of these precedents, the Ministry were perfectly justified in what 
they had done. Here is a case in which the assent of the Governor is 
given on the responsibility of two Ministers of the Crownl49 at leastl50, and 
in which it was found that circumstances beyond the control of the Government 
had made it necessary to recede.151 In refusing to carry out the original 
pledge, the Ministry of the day had acted with a degree of discourtesy to- 
wards the Representative of his Sovereign, such as he (Mr. Baldwin) would 
never have been guilty of 152 He repeated, that if Mr. S. had been appointed, 
he would have been prepared to advise his dismissal, and would have been 
justified according to English practice and that of the gentlemen opposite. 

He (Mr. B.) would never have consented to have the representative of his 
sovereign in the position that they had done; he would never have consented at 
any sacrifice to the letter of Mr. Daly to Sir A. MacNab; he quoted that as 

a stronger case than the present. The explanations now given he was satisfied 
would be enough to satisfy members of this house, except those who wanted to 
refer to it from party motives.~° 


MR. H. SHERWOOD (Toronto) said that he did not take his present course 
from party motives, but he believed the course of the Government to be 
wrong. He did not think that the hon. gentleman answered this case, by 
referring to the act of another government, which might perhaps have been 
wrong! 4, He was not present at the time when the affair was discussed in 
the House; but, perhaps, if it were again to be debated, the hon. member 
for the North Riding would find him as much opposed to the conduct adopted 
in that case, as himself.155 It was no excuse to read the Journals, and 
say that there was a similar case. He had not given his assent to that 
case, and he was free to act in any manner whatever. He asked if the hon. 
gentleman meant to say that the late government had influenced Mr. McMartin 
in the course he took. Mr. McMartin left his situation, and that for the 
purpose of coming forward as a candidate at the election.--Another applicant 
came forward for his office in the person of Mrs Stuart. The Ministry 
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believed him capable of filling the duties of the office; he had been under 
Sheriff, and had the recommendations of the majority of the Bench, as he 
understood. The office required to be filled up, and he asked the hon. 
member who were to do it, but the legal advisers of the Crown. Had His 
Excellency thought that Mr. Stuart was not a proper person, he ought to 
have said so,--that he did not think so was proved by his authorishing (sic) 
the letter to be written to Mr. S. Had he (Mr. S.) been called to an ad- 
ministration under such circumstances, he would neverhave advised His Ex- 
cellency to have dismissed him unless it should have been shown that he was 
incapable of fulfilling the duties of his office. He would have certainly 
told His Excellency that he could not interfere with the appointment, and 
this would have been the proper course for the hon. gentlemen opposite 

to have taken, unless something had been found out to show that the party 
was not capable of filling the office. It was a thing unprecedented, and 
there could be no public faith, if the word of the Sovereign was not respect- 
ed. No speculator should be allowed to count on chances, when the word 

of the respresentative of our Sovereign was pledged. The production of 

a document containing that word, should be counted on as a certainty, 
unless the insufficiency of the party should be afterwards shown. The 
hon. gentleman had appealed to English practice, and the case of Lord 
Heytesbury, and Lord Amhurst, and Lord Canterbury. He (Mr. S.) was 
acquainted with those cases, and there was no analogy, whatever, between 
them and presentl56. Lord Heytesbury and Lord Amherst were both appointed 
to governorships, which, like the Lord Lieutenancy of Ireland were always 
looked upon as political places--filled with express reference to the 
policy which the administration of the day were prepared to carry out. 
This was not the case with a non-political office like that of sheriffl?/ 
of a District, or a Clerk of the Peace, ....6.t was understooa that im 
political appointments, these changes might occur, nay were looked for, 
but a Sheriff of Clerk of the Peace, was not a political officer, and 
could not by possibility interfere with the government and its policy, 

and it was Cre aor ay to turn out officers of this kind, without assigning 
some causes.15 It was necessary to fill up the office of sheriff without 
delay, as he had many important functions to fulfill. The existing 
Government, therefore, appointed a gentleman who had long acted as deputy 
sheriff, and was in all respects well fitted for the office.159 In Eng- 
land so much confidence existed in the permanency of this class of 
situation, that though they were only held during pleasure, they were in 
reality during good behavior. He ventured to affirm that if in England 
the word of Her Majesty had been pledged to any appointment, it would not 
have been changed by any succeeding Ministry.1 0 The appointment was made 
with the advice of those who, for the time being, were the constitutional 
advisers, l6l If he were not prepared to tell the Representative of his 
Sovereign that there were some disqualifying reasons, he would never have 
advised him to do so unprincipled a thing as to retract his word.162 As 
it was he looked upon the refusal to carry out the pledge given to Mr. 
Stuart, as most unjurious--as destructive of all confidence in the promises 
of Government.163 The hon. gentleman had said that if Mr. Stuart had been 
appointed, he would have turned him out. He (Mr. S.) had no doubt he 
would have taken that course, as he did in the case of Mr. Ferres, and it 
would be just of a piece with all their other conduct. They had shown 
perfect disregard of all faith, and had adopted the policy of ridding 
themselves of all those who differed from them in political creed, without 
even giving them a chance of clearing themselves. When the papers were 
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before the House, he had apprehended it would be a better time to discuss 
the question. He had been overruled in his opinion by the gentleman op- 
posite, and, as he had gone to some length in defence, he (Mr. S.) had 
made these few remarks in answer to their pretended justification.164 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS said the hon. member for Toronto appeared to 
have disapproved of the conduct of the late Administration with regard to 
the appointment of the Deputy Adjutant General. 


MR. H. SHERWOOD explained they had that case fairly before the house, 
and he did not know enough about it to judge fairly upon it, but if all 
the papers were before him, he might not approve of the course pursued 
by the Administration on that occasion, if he found that it was such a 
case as those they had been speaking of. 


MR. ISNP. GEN. HINCKS thought the hon. member for the North Riding 
had not relied exclusively on precedents, but had justified the course 
adopted by the circumstances of the case.l67 The course which had been 
pursued was one which other governments had followed; andl68 if the 
Governor General's promise had been broken, whose fault was that? Was 
it not that of honorable gentlemen opposite, who had pressed the 
nomination of Mr. Stuartl69 before the present Parliament was assembl- 
edl/0, at a time whenl/! there was an appeal being made to the people 
and when the Administration knew that the country was against theml/2 
and when delicacy ought to have induced them to refrain from doing 
sol/3? Why did they make the appointment? Why did they not let it 
rest, when they knew it was not in their power to complete it? If they 
could have shown that there was any necessity to make it at that time 
there would have been some ground for their proceeding, but there was 
no necessity for making it at that time, for the present Administration 
had ample time after they came into power to write to another person, 
and for that person, after his appointment to get his securities 
entered into the first Quarter Sessions, so there was no occasion for 
the appointment; but, regardless of this, the late Administration per- 
sisted in. making it, and on it lies the responsibility of what had 
followed. + The Administration desired to say nothing against either 
of the parties; but it was obvious that a case of this kind was pre- 
cisely one of those, where there might be collusion!/5 between ((Mr. 
Stuart)) and the Sheriff. The law prohibited Sheriffs from interfering 
politically in elections, or from standing as Candidates, and he would 
just suppose a case where a principal Sheriff was desirous of standing 
as Candidate, agreed to resign his office and to use his endeavours to 
get his Deputy)? 6, with whom he had acted for years in the most perfect 
confidencel//, appointed in his stead, with the understanding that if he 
lost his election, the Deputy was to resign, and he was to be appointed 
again, that his Deputy was to hold the office in partnership with hin, 
would not that be a violation of the law? And if such a proceeding took 
place, it was almost impossible to get evidence clear enough to fully 
establish it. And when a Sheriff resigned upon the eve of a general 
election, at which he stood as Candidate, and his Deputy was appointed 
to the office, and it was a most unusual course for a Deputy to be made 
Sheriff, there was a strong ground of suspicion that there had been some 
collusion between the parties. There was a strong feeling in the County 
that there had been something of that kind, and it afforded ample ground 
for the Administration declining to sanction the appointment.~ A great 
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deal had been said about a broken pledge; but in truth there was nothing 

of the kind. When Mr. Ferres was dismissed no one imagined, at any rate, 
that any pledge was broken; why, then, should Mr. Stuart be supposed to 

be in a better position before his appointment, than if he had actually 
been inoffice ?1/9 The hon. member then went on to comment on the cases 

of Lord Heytesbury, Lord Amherst, and Lord Canterbury, and to state that 
those appointments were not political ones!80, For each of them the office 
had been offered on the Royal authority. In other respects, it was not 
true that governorships were political appointments, especially of late 
years, 181 Lord Dalhousie himself said, after his appointment as Governor 
General of India, that his appointment was not a political one, and lately 
it had not been the practice in appointing Governors of Colonies to make 
them political appointments; and that the Administration thought that the 
appointment of Mr. Stuart was improperly made, and that it did not consider 
itself, under all the circumstances, justified in completing it.- 


MR. CAYLEY said there should be a sufficient understanding between all 
parties, to reduce the incoming Administration to carry out the appointments 
of its predecessor. As to the precedents cited, he must say there could be 
no doubt, that Governorships were political appointments. The method of 
supposing collusion, might lead to very wide and very unpleasant discussion; 
for he (Mr. Cayley) might suppose collusion between the Judges at Quebec, 
and in many other cases. He thought the hon. member for the North Riding 
had not dealt fairly with the House, in reading only parts of the case 
of Sir Allan MacNab. Why did he not read all the answers of the hon. and 
gallant knight? The hon. gentleman, however, was then in a very different 
position. He and the hon. and gallant knight were united, like Castor and 
Pollux. Nothing was so near the head of the hon. member for the North 
Riding, as to sustain the honour of the Speaker in the chair. But the hon. 
member thought he would have been more courteous towards the head of the 
Government than the late Ministry were. He believed no one ever accused 
the Ministry of such a sin as too great courtesy to the Governor General; 
for they had given the lie direct to one of them. Nor did he think, in 
investigating the affair of the Adjutant Generalship, they had carried out 
the present idea of public notoriety. That was sufficient in the case of 
Mr. Ferres; but the Speaker had to be minutely questioned as to all the 
particulars of the occurrences which had taken place. In the same way, 
the hon. gentlemen were very indignant now, at the idea that the word of 
a member of the Government (Mr. Drummond) should be doubted; but they did 
not think it any harm to doubt the Speaker when he assumed the chair, though, 
of course, they would not have done so, had he been Adjutant General. 


It was then agreed that the papers should be laid before the House, 
with the exception of the letters of Mr. Ferres to the Governor General, 
which have been already published in the newspapers.184 
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The motion was then put and carried without any division. E 
(74) 
On motion of Mr. Christie, seconded by Mr. Gugy, 
A. B. Papineau. Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 


Hts Excellency the Governor General, praytng 
him to be pleased to cause to be latd before this House, coptes of any 
petttions, papers, and correspondence (tn addition of those already on 
the Journals of this House,) that may be in the possesston of the Executtve 
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Government relative to the dismissal of A. B. Papineau, of St. Martin, 
Esquire, as well previous as subsequent to his dismissal from the Magis- 
tracy of the District of Montreal and other offices of trust and honor 
under Her Majesty's Government, and explanatory of the causes of his said 
dismissal. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Se ade the Gov- 
ernor General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable 
the Executive Counctl of thts Provtnee. 


4 


On motton of Mr. Brooks, seconded by Mr. M'Connell, 


Imports. Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
Hts Excellency The Governor General, praytng 

that Hts Excellency will be pleased to cause to be latd before this House, 

a Statement, tn detatl, of the Imports tnto this Provinee for the years 

1847 and 1848, and the value thereof, with the amount of Duttes thereon, 

distinguishing between those Articles paytng spectfte, and those paying 

ad valorem Duttes. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, by such Member rs of thts House as are of the Honorable the 
Executive Counetl of this Province 


MR. H. SHERWOOD, of Toronto, moved that an Address be presented to 
His Excellency praying humbly to lay before the House all the papers in the 
case of A. Morrison. He stated that Mr. Morrison had purchased a lot of 
land in one of the Townships in the Niagara District from a person who 
had obtained a patent for it. It afterwards turned out that an older 
patent for the same lot had been granted and Mr. Morrison had consequently 
been unable to obtain possession of the lot; and he now desired some 
remuneration from Government for the loss he had sustained in consequence 
of the lot which he had purchased having been previously granted to 
another person than the one whom he purchased from. 186 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE said the explanations he would give would 
probably induce the hon. member to withdraw his motion. The case had 
already been submitted to three or four administrations, all of which had 
decided against Mr. Morrison's claim. The hon. member then proceeded to 
detail the circumstances at some length, by which it appeared that in 
1795 a patent was issued for the lot in question to one Brand, who after- 
wards sold his title in it to another person Brand. some years afterwards, 
upon making his affidavit that he was still the proprietor, obtained 
another patent for it, and it was his title under this patent, that he 
sold to Morrison, who had neglected to take any of the ordinary precautions 
such as going and searching the Registry office &c., and that there 
appeared some ground for suspecting that Morrison was aware that he was 
purchasing a very doubtful title, and that he was not entirely ignorant 
of the true facts of the case.18/ 


MR. H. SHERWOOD did not know anything about the matter more than he 
had learned from Morrison and did not feel himself justified in withdraw- 
ing his motion. He was desirous of seeing the papers. If it then appeared 
that there was any ground for asking for compensation he would move that 
the matter be referred to a Select Committee to be investigated into. 
He did not think that there had been any dishonesty on the part of the 
claimant .188 
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((There were)) a few remarks from MESSRS. AT. GEN. BALDWIN and H. 
SHERWOODL89 , 


The motion was put and carried <” 
(74) 
On motion of the Honorable Mr. Sherwood, seconded by Mr. Prince, 
Alexander Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
Morrtson. Hts Excellency the Governor General, praying 


that he wtll be pleased to cause to be latd 
before thts House, coptes of all correspondence which had passed between 
Alexander Morrison and the Provinetal Government, upon the subject of his 
elaim for compensation for the loss of a lot of land in the Ntagara District, 
on a prtor Patent having been tssued to the one under whitch he clatms, as 
well as coptes of all Orders in Counetl and other documents having refer- 
ence thereto. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excellency the Governor 
General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the 
Executive Counetl of thts Province. 


BLLL.to ‘extend Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Badgley have leave 
certain prtvt- to bring in a Btll to amend the Act of Lower 
leges to law Canada, stxth Wtlltam the Fourth, tntttuled, 
Students in "An Act to repeal certain parts of an Ordinance 
Lower Canada. theretn menttoned concerning persons to be admit- 


ted to practtse the Law or to practtse as Notartes 
tn thts Province." 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Monday, the ntneteenth instant. 


Presbytertan Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Badgley have leave 
Church Bill. to bring tn a Btll to tneorporate the Members 


of the Presbytertan Chureh in Canada tn connection 
with the Church of Scotland. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Thursday next. 


Montreal Prt- Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Badgley have leave 
son Discipline to bring tn a Btll to tneorporate certatn persons 
Soctety Bill. under the name of the Prison Dtsctpline Soctety 


of Montreal. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Thursday next. 


On motion of Mr. Fortier, seconded by Mr. Polette, 
Provinetal Ordered, That tt be an Instructton to the Select 
Statutes. Committee appotnted to enqutre into the System 


adopted tn the dtstrtbutton of the Canada Gazette, 
to enqutre into the mode of dtstrtbutton of the Provinetal Statutes in 
Lower Canada. 


ood 


Saguenay Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Laterrtiére have leave 
Muntetpal to bring tn a Btll to authorize the tnhabttant 
CounetUTarlt, householders holding lands tn the new Settle- 


ments on the borders of the Saguenay, forming 
the Second Muntetpal Divtston of that County, to establish a Municipal 
Counetl therein, and for other purposes. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Thursday next. 


Supply. Mr. Sauvageau, from the Committee to whom tt was 
referred to constder of the Motton made on Friday last 


That a Supply be granted to Her Majesty, reported a Resolution; whtch was 
read, as followeth:-- 


Resolved, That a Supply be granted to Her Majesty. 
The satd Resolutton betng read a second time, was agreed to. 
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Resolved, That thts House will, on Tuesdaynext, resolve ttself into a 
Committee to constder of the Supply granted to Her Majesty. 


~\ 


leford The Order of the day betng read, for reswnitng 
Electton. the adjourned Debate upon the Questton proposed on 


Tuesday last, That thts House having heard the evid- 
ence adduced on the part of John George Vanstttart, Esquire, tn defence 
of hts conduct as Returning Offtcer for the County of Oxford at the las 
n eg iy 2 7 ; Jay iG) ee ag y Ra, le Ibaph Pye 
General Election, adheres to tts Resolution of the 21st March last, "That 
the satd John George Vanstttart, Esquire having taken upon himself to return 
Peter Carroll, Esqutre, as Member for the satd County to serve tin this 
present Parltament, contrary to the majortty of votes received by him on 
7 





the Poll Book tn favor of the Honorable Francts Hincks, who ought therefore 
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to have been returned, acted tllegally, in deftance of law, in mant 
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tion of the rtghts of the freeholders of the satd County, and in 


(75) 
And the Questton betng agatn proposed:--The House resumed the satd 
adjourned Debate. 191 


COL. PRINCE rose and saial? that he had entreated hon. members, the 
last time this subject was under consideration, tol93 consider that they 
were acting as judges in the matter now before them and that he had then 
called upon them to approach it with deliberation, and free from all pol- 
itical feelings, including that they must come to a just decision upon it. 
The resolutionl?4 that they were about to discuss was one passed last 
Session, affirming that Mr. Vansittart's conduct as Returning Officer for 
the County of Oxford, was a gross violation of the privileges of that House. 
It would not be necessary to revert to the time of passing that resolution, 
except for the purpose of remarking that it appeared to him to have been 
viewedl95 not as a judgment but as an indictment!96 calling on Mr. Vansit- 
tart to make a defence of his conduct. That appeared also to be the view 
taken of it during the present Session, for it would have been an act of 
injustice of Mr. Vansittart to look upon it as an act of adjudication!?/ 
because they would have condemned a gentleman before they had heard 
evidence upon it.198 and in fact the House had not appeared disposed to 
view it in that light. Therefore it was that Mr. George Brown had been 
called on as a witness on the part of the prosecutionl?9, The witness 
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was wrongly called, in his opinion, for there was sufficient upon the face 
of the Poll Books to enable them to decide on the matter. They had called 
upon George Brown for what purpose--for the purpose of proving the fact 
alleged in the resolution. He was a witness of the hon. gentlemen opposite. 
In fact, a witness for the part of the prosecution. He, Col. Prince, there- 
fore thought that they must consider the question as a bill of indictment. 
In speaking of the merits of the case, he would first refer to the evid- 
ence given by Mr. Brown, and then examine into the testimony given by the 
witnesses called on by Mr. Vansittart. But before referring to Mr. Brown's 
evidence, he would call the attention of the House to the position of Mr. 
Brown so that they might just attach such credit to it as it was entitled 
to. It could not be concealed, because they had it from his own lips 

at the Bar of that House, that he was the agent of Mr. Hincks for the 
contested election for the County of Oxford. It had been elicited from 
him, by cross-examination, that201 he was a very strong partizan of that 
gentleman, and canvassed the county of Oxford; and it had also been proved, 
from his own lips, that he was actuated by a very strong feeling against 
Mr. Vansittart, and he came to the bar of this House very greatly prejudic- 
ed against that gentleman; he admitted there that he was a strong partizan 
of that gentleman, that he had canvassed the county of Oxford for him, and 
that he had also admitted that he had represented him during the election; 
he had also admitted that he had, in conversation, expressed strong feelings 
against Mr. Vansittart, that he had said that it was his opinion that Mr. 
Vansittart should be severely punished292, He (Col. Prince) wished that 
he could impress those points on the minds of hon. members. Mr. Geo. 

Brown had admitted all these things, and besides, it appeared from the 
evidence that he had been in the habit of conversing with every person 

he met--perhaps the evidence was not in these precise words--but that he 
had spoken with several persons since the election, on the subject of Mr. 
Vansittart's conduct; showing a strong and decided feeling against that 
gentleman. It would be found in evidence that his conduct towards Mr. 
Vansittart at the hustings had been so violent and insulting, that he had 
been threatened with commitment; and moreover that when he had discovered 
an error in the qualification of Mr. Carroll, he had not the politeness to 
point it out to Mr. Vansittart, but in reply to a civil request on the 

part of this gentleman to do so, replied that he had no business to ask 
such a question. He203 (Col. P.) only mentioned this to show that Mr. 
Brown was prejudiced in favor of Hincks and against Mr. Vansittart“ at 
the time he gave his evidence at the bar. 295 Well, he had been examined, 
and what did he prove. The resolution stated that Mr. Vansittart had 

acted illegally, in defiance of law, in manifest violation of the rights 

of freeholders of the said county, and had been guilty of a breach of 
privilege against that House. The object in bringing Mr. Brown forward 
was to prove that he Mr. Vansittart was guilty of the charges contained 

in the resolution. That showed that the House did not consider the 
resolution as an adjudication, or was he only brought forward to ag- 
gravate the conduct of Mr. Vansittart. He (Col. P.) thought it must be 
only to prove the charge. And what did Mr. Brown say, he told them that 
he was on the hustings on the day of nomination, and that he heard Mr. 
Vansittart say that he would hold Mr. Hincks' qualification sufficient 

for the present occasion. (The hon. member here took up Mr. Brown's 
evidence and read portions of it, commenting on it as he went along.) 

And then Mr. Brown goes on to say that Mr. Vansittart said that he had 
decided it in his (Mr. Brown's) favor for the present occasion, and that 

he would leave the other parties to apply for their remedy elsewhere. Now, 
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if Mr. Vansittart said that he would have been guilty of improper conduct, 
but that assertion was denied most peremptorily by Mr. Vansittart; that 
gentleman said, that he would make farther enquiries and that he would 

give his opinion on the declaration day, and if Mr. Brown was so desirous of 
fair play as he would lead them to believe he was, why did he not allow Mr. 
Vansittart to point out the error in Mr. Campbell's qualification; it 

only showed that Mr. Brown was a most violent partizan, and showed the 
animus by which he was actuated towards Mr. Vansittart. He would now 

call the attention of the House to another point in Brown's evidence, 

he stated that the returning officer had declared on the day of nomination, 
that Mr. Hincks was duly elected by the show of hands, while Mr. Vansit- 
tart only said, that the show of hands was in favor of Mr. Hincks. This 
evidently showed that Mr. Brown desired to tell the truth, but not the 
whole truth. Then in the course of his evidence, he also stated, that 
before the close of the election, another qualification was sent up by 

Mr. Hincks--that Mr. Hincks sent up second qualification not doubting 

that the first was sufficient.2° 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS said that this could be very satisfactorily 
explained. 29/7 


COL. PRINCE.--It might be very easy for the hon. member to explain 
in in a manner by which the hon. member was content to explain many other 
thanes, but hey (Cols Pad would ask208: in the name of Heaven, what was 
the use of sending up a second qualification? Why did not Mr. Hincks, 
since he was in the Province, go there himself in order to answer any 
questions which might be put by the good, jolly, and, as they were termed, 
influential constituency of Oxford?299 If he (Col. Prince) had been an 
elector and the hon. member instead of coming up himself, had only sent 
up a piece of paper, he would have asked why he did not come up, as he 
John Prince would like to ask him a few questions about his qualification 
whether, when he signed that declaration, he was possessed of the lands 
mentioned in it, to which the hon. member would of course answer yes be- 
cause he would become liable to be indicted of perjury if he was not, 
and he would also have asked if he did not get the property conveyed to 
him for the time of the election only, and if its value was not about 
ten pounds, instead of £600. He would probably also have asked other 
questions. What was the meaning of the Act 1 and 3 Victoria, it pro- 
vided for a case whence a Candidate was unavoidably absent, well did 
either Mr. Hincks or Mr. Brown give any excuse for the absence of Mr. 
Hincks, did either of them say, that the hon. member was detained in 
Montreal, as he probably was, conducting that most influential news- 
paper which had been called the organ@l all-important21ll of the ministry, == 
The Pilot,--they might have said this, or they might have said he was2l2 
sick and213 in the hands of the Doctor214, in either case, a good and 
sound reason for his absence.215 But this was not done, but merely a 
piece of paper sent up, which Mr. Vansittart should never have received, 
and what did Mr. Brown say in his cross-examination, he told them that 
he had conversed with many persons and one of them was a member of the 
House, although he, (Col. P.) thought it was a breach of privilege for 
a member to speak to a witness summoned to appear at the bar of the House; 
Mr. Brown said he had often told what his opinion was about Mr. Vansit- 
tart's conduct, and admitted that he had said that he thought he should 
be severely punished, why was it Mr. Brown was called upon to give evidence 
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unless it was to prove Mr. Vansittart guilty, he had shone (sic) a strong 
desire to come to the bar to injure Mr. Vansittart, and he came to it with 
bitter feelings against him. The House had allowed Mr. Vansittart to bring 
down some testimony, and it might21l6 appear strange to some hon. members, 
that he had only brought down three or four witnesses, respecting a subject 
so notorious as the scene at the hustings; but hon. gentlemen should bear 
in mind, that according to law and common sense, one or two witnesses of 

a respectable character are* as good as a hundred, and they must bear 

in mind the great expense attending the bringing of witnesses down; it was 
no joke to bring highly respectable witnesses like those who appeared at 
bar, down a distance of 50 miles. The expense was more than most men 
could bear, and it should therefore not injure Mr. Vansittart in their 
estimation, because he did not bring more witnesses down. The only 
witness against him was Mr. Brown, and if he had been the only evidence, 
then it would have stood alone, and he (Col. P.) in that case would 
probably have felt bound to support the resolution before the House, but 
they had heard other witnesses. There was Col. Whitehead, against whose 
character no imputations had been made; it was true, the Hon. member for 
Oxford asked him if he was not a Tory, and he answered that he was7l5 a 
Conservative or Tory, or something of that sort; 219 but was that any injury 
to his character229? He would not insult the House by supposing that the 
fact of his being a Conservative could have anything to do with the value 
of his evidence. He was questioned particularly, as to whether he had 
heard the Returning Officer say he had accepted the qualification of Mr. 
Hincks, and221 he told them that it was contested on the nomination day; 
on the ground that Mr. Hincks being in the country, should have been upon 
the spot, where he (Col. P.) considered he was bound to be for he could not 
give up the opinion he had formerly expressed that the election was not 
legally decided. Col. Whitehead then goes on to say, that there was a 
good deal of conversation at the time, but that he is clear upon the point 
that Mr. Vansittart said he would take counsel upon the point, and give 
his opinion upon the return day,--that did not look as if he had announced 
a decision in favour of Mr. Hincks. If Mr. Vansittart had given his 
opinion at once it would have been much better; but they could not expect 
that a gentleman could make up his mind on such a point at once, or in a 
moment. There was a great deal of evidence given by Col. Whitehead, but 
that was the only point upon which it was very material to mention, and 

he thought it was sufficient to prove that Mr. Vansittart did not state 
what Mr. B. had mentioned - Now he did not say that evidence gave the 
lie to Mr. Brown, because he did not want to use harsh language, but it 
certainly made it of no value. He would next call the attention of the 
House to the testimony of Mr. Deedes, who, the Inspector General woudd 
himself admit was a man of the highest respectability of character. 

What did Col. Deeds say? He said that Brown attended as the Agent of 

Mr. Hincks, that Mr. Vansittart did netimake use cf thisilaneuague:* “1 
have decided the point in your favor, and shall hold Mr. Hincks' qual- 
ification to be good for the present occasion, and leave other parties 

to give a decision elsewhere."' Now thus was the deliberate statement of 
Col. Deeds given without confusion, given calmly, and given without being 
influenced by any political or party feeling.224 This was the evidence 

of a man confident and careful of the respectability of his character, 

who coolly and quietly contradicted Mr. Brown's evidence, and asserted 
that if the language attributed to Mr. Vansittart had been used by hin, 

he could not avoid hearing it. The remainder of the evidence went to 

show the extreme violence of Mr. Brown, which was not at all surprising 
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certainly, as he could affirm, having enjoyed the bounty of three severe 
contests in his county--anything short of blows was moderation in the 
excitement.--225 A great deal of importance had been attached to the 
point that Mr. Vansittart had acted under advice, but he had stated that 
it was not true, and that it was not true that he told George Brown so; 
those were the only two material points in Col. Deeds' evidence, and he 
would just make one upon Mr. Millar's a young gentleman who could not be 
suspected of being influenced by any party feeling for he actually did 
not know any of the contending parties. This gentleman, who was a young 
lawyer then living at Toronto, and who was then just visiting Woodstock 
with a view of practising there, chanced to ride with Mr. Brown at Ham- 
ilton, and had some conversation with him there. And what did Mr. Millar 
tell them? That he left him to believe that Mr. Vansittart acted corruptly? 
Quite the reverse. Mr. Brown told him all about the elections, and said 
that he believed that Mr. Vansittart had acted according to the best of 
his judgment but that he had been misled by the hon. Mr. Cameron; and 
then there was the affidavit of Mr. Foquett, and he says that Mr. Vansit- 
tart required time to give his opinion to decide the point, and that upon 
no occasion did Mr. V. say that he would leave it to be decided elsewhere. 
That was the nature of the testimony brought by Mr. Vansittart to rebut 
that of Mr. Brown, which, he believed, had been brought to prove that Mr. 
Vansittart had acted contrary to law and in defiance of all law. And had 
net the testimony fully made out that he had not ...; the evidence of 
Brown would be well weighed, and he called them to say, whether it was 
true? If they could believe that Mr. Vansittart said that he had decided 
the point in his favor that he would hold Mr. Hincks’ qualification good 
for that occasion, and that he would have the other parties to apply for 
a decision elsewhere. If they decided that he did they decided in the 
face of the testimony; they were bound to give Mr. Vansittart the benefit 
of the testimony, and Brown himself had admitted, when everything was 
fresh to his memory, when he heard that Mr. Vansittart was charged with 
acting corruptly that he did net act corruptly but that he, Brown, 
believed that he had been misled by Solicitor-General Cameron--then were 
they to pronounce that Mr. Vansittart had acted corruptly, and if he had 
not done sc, are they to declare that he had acted illegally and in de- 
fiance of all law, in manifest violation of the rights of the electors 

of the said county, and in breach of the privilege of the House, might 
not a man violate the law without acting corruptly; and did not many 
violate the law without doing so.226 There were a thousand similar 
instances, in which men violated the law; but for which they ought not 

to be punished. 227 If they supposed him, (Col. P.) going across a farm 
field of buckwheat with a couple of setters and his gun, would he not be 
violating the law; and would be therefore charged with acting corruptly?228 
But it ought not to be supposed that he desired to irritate his neighbor's 
feelings, or to defy the law. He might very possibly do so in ignorance 
of the law.229 If it could be shown that Mr. Vansittart had acted wrong 
intentionally, then he (Col. P.) was prepared to support the resolution 
but he must say, that before they could declare that he had done so, they 
must be satisfied that he acted wrongly intentionally. 30 Let the House 
bear in mind how tenacious Mr. Vansittart had shewn himself of his honour 
and character. It must be plain to any one who heard that gentleman speak, 
that he valued this consideration far more highly than any paltry fine or 
loss of office. He was not then likely to have acted corruptly.231 And 
he would urge them not to be affected by the remarks of the hon. member 
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for Middlesex, which he was sorry to Hearn ((and)) which seemed to impute 
blame on Mr. Vansittart because he sprung from illustrious family. He did 
not believe this was said advisely, for he did not believe the hon. member 
himself came from a plebeian stock, nor did he doubt that, like all Scotch- 
men, he was proud of his origin. It was all very well to talk of home-spun 
farmers, and home-spun coals at agricultural dinners; he had done so himself, 
but though home-spun farmers were often of more value to the country than 
gentlemen with black coats, he would desire to have home-spun farmers made 
Returning Officers, when well-bred gentlemen, of intelligence and education, 
and honesty equal to the others, could be had to do the business. Except 
when addressing the Speaker, the Judges in Court, or when worshipping his 
Creator, he always wore home-spun, and fancied himself in a black coat, 
much like a hog in armour. He would not press that point; he was con- 
vinced there was enough of aristocratic feeling in that House to support 
the conviction, which long experience had taught him prevailed everywhere-- 
in the United States as well as in England among all classes of the com- 
munity--that for honesty and honour there could be no better guarantee 
than gentlemanlike education and feeling. Mr. Vansittart was descended 
from an Admiral in Her Majesty's Navy, who many years before came to Canada, 
and there lived and died. He had spent thousands and tens of thousands 

of pounds in improving that part of the country; his estate extended miles 
along the road, and hundreds of people shared in the wages which he dis- 
tributed, while not a breath of censure was ever heard against him. 233 

It was, the hon. member continued, his son they were now sitting in 
judgment upon, and on whom they were going to pass a sentence which would 
seriously affect his character.23 It was not reasonable to suppose that 
Mr. Vansittart had acted corruptly, though perhaps he acted erroneously 

in taking votes which he ought to have rejected. But was he to be punish- 
ed for having erred when beset by doubts and difficulties, which puzzled 
more learned heads. Even the Attorney General (West) had voted in this 
very case against the summary manner in which the hon. member for Middle- 
sex got rid of Mr. Carroll's return. The honourable member for Glengarry 
and the honourable member for Norfolk, to whose legal opinion all parties 
frequently deferred, also voted against the majority. If these high legal 
authorities then differed from the hon. member for Middlesex on a point 

of far less difficulty, ought not some allowance to be made for Mr. Vansit- 
tart? Might not Mr. Vansittart, even if wrong, have believed that he was 
right? If so, upon what principle would they disgrace and condemn him?235 
He would not detain the House any longer, he would hear what other members 
said upon the subject. He was not so much wedded to his opinion that he 
might not alter it if he was convinced it was erroneous. He had endeavour- 
ed to apply his mind to the evidence as he was in the habit of doing in 
Courts of Law; and his conviction was that the testimony of Brown was 
erroneous, and that the evidence of Mr. Vansittart acquitted him of any 
intention to do wrong, and he thought he should therefore be sent away from 
the bar, free from any stain on his character.* 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS said, that under any circumstances he would have 
deemed it his duty to take an early part in the present discussion; the 
hon. gentlemen opposite, during the course of the debate, had referred to 
him as being virtually the prosecutor in this case, because he had felt it 
his duty to take rather an active part in the examination of the witnesses, 
who had been summoned to the bar. The resolution already adopted by the 
House had been referred to more than once?3/ by the hon. Member for Essex 
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2 
to have been part (sic) rather irregularly and prematurely declared". 


That resolution declared 'That John George Vansittart, Esquire, the Return- 
ing Officer.at the last election far the County of Oxford, having taken 
upon himself to return Peter Carroll, Esquire, as member for the said 
County to serve in this present Parliament, contrary to the majority of 
votes received by him on the poll book in favor of the Hon. Francis Hincks, 
who ought therefore to have been returned, acted illegally, in defiance 

of law, in manifest violation of the rights of the freeholders of the said 
County, and in breach of the privileges of the House."" That resolution 
had been already adopted by a large majority of the House, and he put it 

to the House whether it would be a proper thing, after such a decision 

had been come to; declaring that the rights and privileges of the free- 
holders of the County of Oxford had been grossly interfered with; that 

he (Mr. Hincks) standing there as their representative, should take not 
part in the discussions, when the person who had acted in the illegal 
manner had been heard at the bar, for a long time, in his defence, had 

an opportunity given him of producing witnesses, and vindicating his 
conduct; was he, who stood there as representative of the parties who 

had been injured, to be silenced? He did not believe there was an hon. 
member on the floor of the House, who would not see that it was his 

(Mr. Hincks') bounden duty to come forward on this occasion and represent 
what he believed to be the feelings of those who had sent him there. 

(Hear, hear.) Evidence had been adduced to prove that he (Mr. Hincks) 

had expressed an opinion to one of the witnesses that he was influenced 

by no personal feeling towards Mr. Vansittart, and desired that he should 
get off as lightly as possible. Such a conversation might probably have 
taken place between himself and the witness, although he (Mr. Hincks) 

had no recollection of it, but it corresponded exactly with his feelings 

in the matter. (Hear, hear.) He was not influenced--if he knew his own 
heart--by any personal feelings towards Mr. Vansittart. (Hear, hear.) 

He never had been, and if he had any personal feeling on the subject, 

he should desire him to get off without punishment, but he had a public 
duty to perform--the House had a duty to perform, not to the electors 

of the County of Oxford only, but to the whole people of United Canada. 
(Hear, hear.) In the discharge of that duty, it was imperative on the 
House to vindicate the rights and privileges of the electors of Canada, 

by inflicting a signal punishment on the present occasion, a punishment 

as would prevent a repetition on a future occasion of conduct such as had 
been perpetuated, not only at the last general election, but at the election 
previous to that, and at all the elections which he could remember in 
Upper Canada at least, and he believed that similar conduct had been pur- 
sued in Lower Canada also. (Hear, hear.) With regard to the resolution 
already adopted by the House, and which it was not proposed to renew, he 
had never been able to see any inconsistency whatever in the course taken 
by the House in passing it. (Hear, hear.) He conceived that, without 
hearing one word from Mr. Vansittart, Mr. George Brown, or Messrs. Deedes 
and Whitehead, the facts contained in the poll-books, viz., that an election 
was held in the County of Oxford; a poll-book opened, and a large majority 
ef votes recorded in his (Mr. Hineks') favour; that Mr. Vansittart, not- 
withstanding, returned another person as member for the county; that these 
facts, and his own letters accompanying the return, were sufficient to 
warrant the House in coming to the resolution; that in taking that course 
Mr. Vansittart acted illegally, in defiance of law, in manifest violation 
of the rights of the Freeholders, and in breach of privileges of the House. 
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(Hear, hear.) Having adopted that resolution, what was the next step? To 
hear Mr. Vansittart's explanation; to see if he could bring forward any- 
thing to mitigate the punishment for his offence; that he conceived was 
the object of sending for him, not to determine whether his conduct was 
illegal; they were satisfied of that already; but whether there were any 
extenuating circumstances which should induce the House to visit his 
offence with a slight punishment. He conceived, therefore, that there 
was no inconsistency in the course pursued by the House, and he did not 
see how hon. gentlemen--no matter what they might think with regard to 
the ulterior proceedings to be taken against Mr. Vansittart--who believed 
him to have acted illegally, could avoid supporting the resolution now 
before the House. (Hear, hear.) The hon. member for Essex had referred, 
at the commencement of his speech, to the hon. member for Middlesex, as 
appearing there as an advocate, and lectured him very severely on the 
subject. He seemed to consider that those on his (Mr. Hincks')239 side 
of the House ... ((sat)) there as advocates, and not as judges, and wished 
to make it appear that they were so prejudiced as to be incapable of 
deciding on the question fairly and calmly, but if they were prejudiced 
on his side, of the House, were all the members on the opposite side 

of the House entirely free from prejudice and political feelings upon the 
question. 240 


COL. PRINCE denied that he had applied the expression to any one 
but the member for Middlesex.241 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS continued.--But even assuming that they were to 
a certain extent prejudiced, he put it to the hon. gentlemen opposite whether 
they could in candour say that they and his side of the House were any more 
likely to be prejudiced, than the hon. gentlemen opposite--some of whom 
were those in whose behalf this return was made--(hear, hear)--who holding 
the delicate position they did as members of an Administration, on its trial 
before the country, advised Mr. Vansittart to take the course which he did, 
and who could not feel that that return was made in their interest and for 
their benefit.--242 
* W '! 1 243 
houdweries 0G WH.) near usiears 
MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS ((continued:))--and whether they were not just as 
likely therefore to be prejudiced against him!--(Hear,) The hon. member 
for Essex had gone very fully into the merits of the question and had defended 
the course taken by Mr. Vansittart, although on one very important particular 
he thought Mr. Vansittart acted perfectly right. The hon. gentleman stated-- 
he would give his words as reported in the newspapers:-- 
"But leaving that point, he would proceed to reminding the House that a 
law was passed in the 4 and 5 Vic., which provided that in case a candidate 
be prevented by illness or other unavoidable cause from attending the election, 
it should be lawful to send by an agent a declaration of his qualification 
with description of the property in respect of which he was qualified. It 
was his duty, as a Judge, to represent these facts to his brother Judges, 
in order that they might consider if Mr. Vansittart had probable cause for 
the course he pursued. The declaration of qualification handed in was good 
only if illness prevented the candidate from attending; and it was on that 
ground that he (Col. Prince) stood alone on the Grenville Committee in his 
opinion that Mr. Vansittart did right. He said so still. Mr. Hinck s 
qualification was good for nothing unless he assigned some good reason 
for not attending personally." 
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The hon. member for Essex, might think it great presumption in him 
(Mr. Hincks) to venture to express an opinion on a legal point; and not 
belonging to the legal profession he certainly advanced his opinion with 


great diffidence; but he must, nevertheless, 


found nothing of the kind in the law; he 


take leave to say that he 
found it stated in the preamble 


"And whereas it may happen that any candidate may from illness or other 
unavoidable causes be prevented from attending on the election, and the 
free choice of the electors be defeated unless provisions be made in that 
behalf,'’ showing that the object of the statute was to prevent the free 


choice of the electors being defeated. 
how the hon, gentleman had read one part 
another.--24 


COL. PRINCE.--"As it happens, I read those very words. 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS then read the 
for the production of the declaration at 
catch the words of the clause. That, he 
preamble gave the reason for making such 


He quoted this, however, 


to show 
of the preamble, but suppressed 


1245 


clause of the Statute providing 
the election. We were unable to 
said, was the enacting clause; the 
an enactment. He would now read 


from an authority which the hon. member for Essex would, he trusted, acknow- 


ledge was entitled to some weight. 


The hon. member then read the following 


extracts from Dicarris on Statutes:--"The preamble to a statute usually 
contains the motives and inducements to the making of it; but it also 


has been held to be no part of the statute.' 
to discover the inducements the Legislature 


may be had to the preamble, 


' In doubtful cases recourse 


had to the making of the statute, but where the terms of the enacting clause 


are clear and positive, the preamble cannot be resorted to." 


And again, 


"The true meaning of the statute is generally and properly to be sought from 


The preamble of a statute is no more than a 


recital of some inconveniences which by no means excluded any other, for, 


which a remedy is given by the enacting part of the statute. 


have existed how far the preamble should 


statute; but abundant cases have established, 


Great doubts 
control the enacting part of the 
that there the words in the 


enacting part are strong enough to take in the mischief intended to be pre- 


vented, though the preamble does warrant 


part of the Statute may extend the Act beyond the preamble. 


in other words, 
W 


the enacting 
Now, from this 


Ve. 


it would appear perfectly clear, that the express purpose of this Act was to 
provide that the electors should have their free choice; and were they going, 
because they found certain words in the preamble reciting some of the in- 


conveniences that had given rise to the passing of the Act, 


though the en- 


acting clause was clear and plain, giving full power to every individual that 


he may deliver, or cause to be delivered, 


made in this way, to say that they would 


to the Returning Officer, a declaration 
limit the free choice of the electors?“ 


COL. PRINCE.--The "free choice? is part of the preamble, but you would 


throw over the preamble altogether.~ 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS would throw it over most unquestionably, and rest 
on the enacting clause; but if the hon. gentleman referred to the preamble, 
to endeavor to limit the enacting clause which went beyond the preamble, 


then he should take the whole preamble, not a portion of it only. 


And in 


this case the preamble distinctly says that the object of the enactment 


was to prevent the free choice of the electors being defeated. 


The hon. 


member for Essex had more than once called upon him (Mr. H.) to account 


for his absence on the occasion of the election. 


This brought him to 
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another point involved in this question. ‘The hon. member for St. Maurice 
was not only not present at the last election, but actually declined being 
a candidate. Just suppose what was not really the case--that he (Mr. H.) 
had not wished to be a candidate, did the hon. member for Essex mean to 
tell him that the electors of Oxford would have no right to elect him-- 
that the people were to be restrained in the free choice of a representative 
in Parliament? The hon. member for St. Maurice published an address 
declining to be a candidate, and yet, in defiance of his request not to 
be considered a candidate, the electors of St. Maurice published an address 
declining to be considered a candidate, the electors of St. Maurice 
thought proper to return him to Parliament, although he was absent from 
the election. Many other similar cases could be cited. The present 
Attorney Gen. West was in 1843 put in nomination for the West Riding of 
York, and was made candidate in his absence and contrary to his wishes. 
The same thing occurred to his hon. and learned friend the Attorney Gen. 
East, who was elected for the Fourth Riding of York in his absence. 
Nothing was more common in England than for such cases to occur. Why, 

the very last mail brought intelligence of the election of Lord Stanley's 
son for the borough of Lynn in his absence, and while he was travelling 

on this Continent. The effect of such a construction of the law as the 
hon. gentleman opposite put on it, would be to limit the rights of the 
electors, and prevent them from making a free choice. He did not con- 
ceive that the hon. member for Essex had any right to call upon him, in 
this House, to explain the reasons of his not being present at the election; 
that was a matter between himself (Mr. Hincks) and those who elected him. 
If they thought proper to waive his presence, and elect him in his absence, 
it was their own affair, and could not at all affect this question: he 
maintained that the statute did not require the presence of the candidate 
under any circumstances. (Hear, hear.) The hon. member for Essex--if he 
understood him alright--had stated that so far as the date of the qualifi- 
cation went, it was to be received as being of the day on which it was 
presented; but he took objection to his (Mr. Hincks') not being a candidate, 
as Parliament was not dissolved at the time his qualification was dated; 
this was just the reverse of the reasons which influenced Mr. Vansittart 
in the return he made on that occasion. He stated, first of all, to the 
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery:--"I declare the votes given for the Hon. 
Francis Hincks thrown away, and he is ineligible in consequence of his 
qualification having been sworn to before the Writ of Summons issued; and 
because it was not shown that he was incapacitated by sickness, or any 
other unavoidable cause, from attending in person on the day of nomination 
to make oath of declaration of qualification as demanded; and I further 
declare, that Peter Carroll, Esq., having the majority of legal votes, 

is duly elected member to represent this County of Oxford, in the ensuing 
Provincial Parliament.'' Mr. Vansittart did not himself declare to attempt 
any quibble on the meaning of the word "candidate." He rested upon the 
fact that the qualification was dated before the issuing of the writ of 
election; but was it not a notorious fact that in England persons were 
constantly candidates for seats before there was a vacancy in the re- 
presentation? They became candidates in case of a vacancy taking place. 
His hon. friend the Solicitor General West, became a candidate for the 
East Riding of York before he left for Europe, where he was compelled 

to go on account of ill health; the electors knew that would contest 

the county, and so it was in the County of Oxford. It was perfectly 
understood by the party who had supported him (Mr. Hincks) in that county 
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on former occasions that he would come forward again to content it on the 
same principles, in the event of a general election. He was in fact a 
candidate several months before the dissolution took place. Hon. members 
talked of the word "candidate," but what was the common acceptance of the 
term? Hon. gentlemen opposite, who had been in the Government, knew that 
there were often many hundreds of candidates for offices before they were 
vacant. (Hear, hear.) < 


MR. J. A. MACDONALD (Kingston) .--How many candidates are there for the 
Inspectorship in the County of Oxford, now held by Mr. Vansittart?--249 
' 230 


Loud cries of ''Hear, hear," from the Opposition. 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS was reminded by the hon. member for Middlesex 
that there was one candidate for that Office, and he was a strong political 
supporter and personal friend of the hon. gentleman opposite. (Cheers.) 
And, moreover, he could tell these hon. gentlemen, that if the lists of 
candidates were examined and inquired into, it would be seen that at least 
three-fourths of the candidates for office were supporters of theirs. 
(Cheers.) He contended, then, that it was very possible for a man to 
become a candidate for a seat before it was vacant, and that it was con- 
stantly done; their opponents could not support any argument on the point. 
(Hear, hear.) The hon. member for Essex had said a great deal about the 
two qualifications which had been produced on his (Mr. Hincks') behalf; 
but when he had explained the matter, even the hon. member would be sat- 
isfied on that score. : The facts of the case were simply these:--When he 
was about to leave for Europe at the latter end of August, thinking that 
an election might possibly take place in his absence, although he had no 
reason to expect one, he got his learned friend, the Solicitor General 
East, to draw up a qualification; he (Mr. Hincks) signed the declaration, 
and made the affidavit before a magistrate in due form. On his return 
from Europe, he found that this qualification had been_sent for by electors 
of Oxford, and forwarded by a member of his family. Honorable members 
must recollect that a candidate was required to make the declaration in 
the form prescribed by the Act. Now it struck him (Mr. H.) on his return 
home that in the hurry of the moment, a mistake might have been made, and 
the necessary declaration, in addition to that required by the Union Act, 
not sent. In order to make quite sure that there was no flaw in the 
declaration, he sent up a second declaration--not because he supposed the 
first one to be bad, for he should in that case have sent up a proper one 
the second time--but for fear of omission, and he accompanied it with a 
letter, telling them they could burn the second declaration in case there 
had been no omission in the first. The second qualification was merely 
produced by Mr. Brown for the purpose of satisfying any conscientious 
scruples which the Returning Officer might have as to his (Mr. Hincks') 
being possessed of the property on which he made the first declaration. 
He would not refer to the remark made by the hon. member for Essex 
relative to the property on which he (Mr. Hincks) qualified. Although 
a political opponent, he was sure the hon. member knew him too well to 
believe that he would swear to an affidavit that was not correct. (Hear, 
hear.) He felt perfectly convinced that his first qualification was 
perfectly good and legal, and in accordance with the act; and that to 
refuse such a qualification, was an interference with the rights and 
privileges of the electors. He now came to Mr. Vansittart's conduct on 
the occasion. The hon. and gallant member for Essex while he admitted 
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that Mr. Vansittart acted wrongly in receiving votes for him (Mr. H.) he 
could not conceive of an honest man taking the course which Mr. Vansittart 
had done. The hon. and gallant member opposite, (Col. Prince) he-was 
aware, thought the decision of Mr. Vansittart correct regarding the qual- 
ification; and from the earnest manner in which that belief had been ex- 
pressed he was bound to think him sincere. If his qualification was bad 
and Mr. Vansittart believed it to be so, why did he not reject it at once?-- 
or if he had only doubts in his mind that it was bad, he ought to have 
returned the person who had the majority of votes, and left the decision 
of the case to the members of the House. Assuming that Mr. Vansittart 
had been required to decide upon the question of qualification merely, 
that gentleman was not so ignorant as not to know that he had acted wrong, 
especially after he had read the words which Mr. Brown stated in his evid- 
ence he had used. If he had taken the straightforward and honest course 
of telling the electors from the hustings that he did not intend to take 
his (Mr. Hincks') qualification, the electors would have lost no time in 
bringing forward some other gentleman whose political sentiments were in 
accordance with their own. Such a course, as he had before stated, would 
have been fair towards the electors; but this, for reasons best known to 
himself, he had not done. Had he acted thus, it would have saved him the 
trouble of going from one lounger to another, as he said he had done, for 
the purpose of clearing away his doubts, as the declaring the person elected 
who had received the majority of votes, would have relieved him from all 
blame. But the practical effect of Mr. Vansittart's conduct was to dis-— 
franchise the electors of that important district; it was very well to 

be (sic) that he committed a mistake; but let them reflect what was the 
case in the last Parliament, and think what the effect of this proceeding 
would have been had the contest had been as close at the last election, as 
it was on that occasion. It was a matter. of “public notoriety that the 
County of Waterloo had been for the last four or five years, not only 
disfranchised but that actually a gentleman had been sitting in the House 
to misrepresent the views ofthe electors, and would any one pretend that 
justice had been done in the Co. of Middlesex? Thus, counties having 
40,000 inhabitants had been misrepresented and disfranchised for four 
years--80,000 of the people of Canada while the Administration had been 
kept in office by the votes of Counties with some 2,000 and some 6,000 or 
7,000 inhabitants. With regard to the County of Oxford they had heard 
from Mr. Vansittart himself, the principle on which he appointed Deputy 
ReturningOfficers; he felt that he had himself been appointed as a 
partizan of the Government, and therefore in every district he selected 

as his Deputy the most prominent opponent of Mr. Hincks. Mr. Hincks then 
referred to the attempts that had been made by the opposition to damage 
the testimony of Mr. George Brown, by representing it as that of a partial 
witness a strong partizan of his own. A great deal of abuse had been 
heaped on Mr. Brown whenever this question had come under discussion, 

but he (Mr. H.) was prepared now, and at all times, to defend the con- 
duct of Mr. Brown, not only with regard to this election but on all other 
charges which had been adduced against him. What had been Mr. Brown's course 
with regard to this Oxford Election? At that time, a misunderstanding 

had occurred between himself and Mr. George Brown; the result of which 

was that they were not even on speaking terms; and yet, notwithstanding 
this, Mr. Brown acting under a high sense of public duty, went up to the 
County of Oxford to procure the return of a person with whom he was not 
even on speaking terms: Did not that show that he had acted not from 
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personal motives, but as a public spirited man, sinking all private feelings 
on the occasion? Yet nis testimony was to be rejected as that of a violent 
partizan, whilst that of Col. Whitehead, one of the leaders of the Con- 
servative party in Oxford, and Col. Deedes, President of the Constitutional 


Society, was to be received as impartial and unbiased. ((He)) ... ((proceeded)) 
to comment at some length on the evidence??t, 
ee, 


And at stx o'clock, P.M., pursuant to Order, the House was adjourned 
by Mr. Speaker, without a Question first put, trill to-morrow. 


APPENDIX: 8 FEBRUARY 1849. 


((REJECTED PETITION RE: UNPAID CLAIMS FROM REBELLIONS IN UPPER 
CANADA.) ) 252 


MR. H. BOULTON (Norfolk) moved to refer a petition, from a poor man 
in the town of Simcoe, who had made a large quantity of clothing for the 
militia ee the late disturbances, without having received any re- 
muneration. 2) 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN considered this a matter to be submitted to the 
military authorities instead of the Provincial Government; at any rate, 
he thought the recommendation of the Imperial Government should be obtained 
before it could be brought before the House.*>4 OR This matter had been 
investigated by the Government, and they could not give their support to it. 
He felt himself bound to resist the motion.255 


MR. H. BOULTON thought this a very hard case; there was a poor man 
in a small country place, to whom the amount involved was of considerable 
importance, however trivial it might be to persons largely concerned with 
Merchant Tailoring in this city. He made a considerable amount of clothing 
for the Militia force of his locality in the time of the Rebellion. At 256 
any rate it could do no harm to refer it to a Committee for their report. 


COL. PRINCE remarked that Commissioners had been appointed to in- 
vestigate cases of this description. Did the present applicant submit 
his case to these functionaries?25/ 


MR. H. BOULTON.--He did. 7? 


COL. PRINCE.--Then they must conclude, that after the examination, 
they found that the claim was not good, inasmuch as those individuals were 
acting under oath. If this application succeeded, he himself would be asked 
to put forward 20 or 30 other claims of similar kind.259 


MR. H. SHERWOOD (Toronto) spoke to the same effects Oe 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS contended this was not an affair of the Provincial 
authorities. ‘The course for the applicant was to lay his claim before the 
Home Government, who, if they recognized it, would doubtless recommend it 
to the Provincial and have justice done in the Province. 261 


The motion was redac kee ne 
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FRIDAY, 9 FEBRUARY 1849. 


(78) 
Bank of Brittsh MR. SPEAKER latd before the House, a Statement 
North Amertea. of the Affatrs of the Canadtan Branches of the Bank 
of British North Amertea, recetved in conformity 
to an Order of thts House, of the twenty-fifth ulttmo. 
Appendix (P. For the satd Statement, see Appendix (P.) 
Pettttons The following Petitions were severally brought 
5 j j 


brought_up. up, and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. Duchesnay,--The Petttton of Michael Seott and others, of the 
vietntty of the River du Cap Rouge. 

By Mr. Armstrong,--The Petition of Robert Shedden, of the City of 
Montreal; the Petition of the Reverend_F. T. Lahaye and others, of the 
Village of Industrte, County of Berthter; and the Petttto the Reverend 
Ff. T. Lahaye, Director of Joltette College, in the Village of Industrie, 
County of Berthter. 

By Mr. Egan,--The Petition of Samuel W. Smtth_and others, creditors 
of the late Muntetpal Counetl of the Distrtet of Sydenham. 

By Mr. Gugy,--The Petition of Matthew Bostwick, of the Town of 
Sherbrooke. 

By Mr. Taché,--The Petition of the Reverend P. F. Durocher, in behalf 
of the Montagnats Indtans. 

By the Honorable Mr. Macdonald,--The Petttton of the Untverstty of 
Queen's College, Kingston; the Petttton of the Board of Trustees, Queen's 
College, Kingston; and the Petttton of James Sparks and others, of the 
County of Frontenac. 


By Mr. Smith, of Frontenac,--The P 


1@ Petition of the Very Reverend Arch- 
deacon, Stuart and others, of Lot No. 24, in the vtetntty of Kingston. 
By Mr. Wilson,--The Petition of Lyman Thornton and others, of the 
Tounshtp of Blanchard. 


By Mr. Holmes,--The Petttton o 
v 


ct 





f Benjamin Workman, Esqutre, and others, 
ada oe 


oy the City of Montreal, and tte ureinity-. 
By Mr. Cartter,--The Petttton of Joseph Ainsse, Esquire, and others, 


of the County of Verchéres. 


By Mr. Chauveau,--The Petition of Ebenezer Batrd, Esqutre, and others, 
OF the City of Guebecs and the Petition of Willtam Phillipe, of Quebec, 





Esqutre. 
By Mr. Chrtsttie,--The Petition of the Muntetpal Counetl of the second 
dtvtston of the County of Bonaventure. 


Petition Of a. Resolved, That the Petttton of Joseph Awmond and 
umond and others, of the County of Ottawa, be referred to 


others. a Select Commtttee composed of Mr. Egan, Mr. 

Chauveqcu, Nr. Seoct, of Bytom, Ur. Scott, of 
Two Mountains, Mr. Lyon, Mr. Flint, Mr. Malloch, the Honorable Mr. Cameron, 
of Kent, the Honorable Mr. Robinson, and Mr. Bell, to examine the contents 
thereof, and to report thereon with all conventent speed; with power to 
send for persons, papers, and records. 


Of LeMesurter Ordered, That the Petttion of Messteurs LeMesurter, 
Trtstone and Tilstone and Company, and others interested tn 
Company and the Timber Trade, be referred to the satd Com- 


others. mittee. 
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Of B. Bowman Ordered, That the Petitton of Baxter Bowman, Esqutre, 
and others, and others, tnterested tn the Timber Trade, be 
referred. referred to the satd Committee. 

M'Coltom's Ordered, That Mr. Wetenhall have leave to bring tn 
Road Attow- a Btll to vest a certatn Road allowance tn the 
ance Bil. Tounshtp of Nelson, tn John S. M'Collom. 


He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the ftrst time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Monday next. 


St. Andrew's Ordered, That Mr. Holmes have leave to bring in a 
Church Btll. Btll to tneorporate "The Mintster and Trustees 
of St. Andrew's Church, Montreal." 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the ftrst ttme; and ordered to be read a second ttme, 
on Thursday next. 


Montreal Bank Ordered, That Mr. Holmes have leave to bring in a 
DUC. Bill to extend the time ltmtted for an tnerease 


of the Capttal Stock of the Bank of Montreal. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second 
time, on Thursday next. 


Bull respecting Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Cameron, of Kent, 
Lands for Sitdes. have leave to bring a Bill to enable persons 


to obtain Lands necessary for the constructton 
of Slides, tn certain cases. 
He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a 
second time, on Thursday next. 


Montreal Mr. Lyon, from the Committee to constder the 

Turnpike expediency of amending the Montreal Turnptke Roads 

Roads Act. Act, reported a Resolutton; whtch was read, as 
followeth:-- 


Resolved, That tt ts expedtent that one half of the present Tolls payable 
at the different Turnptke Gates in the netghbourhood of Montreal, should 
be patd on passtng, and the other half on repasstng through the satd 
Gates. 


The satd Resolutton betng read a second time, was agreed to. 


Montreal Ordered, That Mr. Scott, of Two Mountains, have 

Turnptke leave to bring tn a Bill to amend the Acts and 

Roads Bill. Ordtnances relattve to the Montreal Turnptke 
Roads. 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the ftrst time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Tuesday next. 


Oxford The Order of the day betng read, for resuming 
Electton. the adjourned Debate upon the Questton proposed on 


Tuesday last, That this House having heard the evtd- 
ence adduced on the part of John George Vansittart, Esqutre, in defence of 
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hts conduct as Returning Officer for the County of Oxford at the last 
General Election, adheres to tts Resolution of the 21st March last, "That 
the satd John George Vanstttart, Esquire, having taken upon himself to 
return Peter Carroll, Esquire, as a Member for the satd County to serve 
tn thts present Parltament, contrary to the majority of votes recetved 


4 


by him on the Poll Book in favor of the Honorable Franets Hineks, who 
ought therefore to have been returned, acted tllegally, tn deftance of 
law, tn mantfest violation of the rights of the freeholders of the satd 
County, and tn breach of the privileges of this House." 


(76) 

And the Question being again proposed:--The House resumed the satd 
adjourned Debate. 

Str Allan N. MacNab moved in amendment to the Questton, se 

ec et ie 


the Honorable Mr. Macdonald, That the words "but this House, ai 
time, are of optnton that such illegal conduet on the part of Jo 
Vanstttart, Esquire arose from an error of judgment," b 
thereof. 

And the Questton being proposed, That those words be there added:-- 
And a Debate arising thereupon;1 





MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS, who had possession of the floor when the house 
adjourned on the preceding evening, rose to proceed with his comment on the 
evidence’ in regard to the case of Mr. Vansittart.3 A great deal had been 
said respecting the alleged discrepancy between the evidence of Mr. George 
Brown and Col. Whitehead; but he asked hon. members to reflect calmly on 
the circumstances of the case, and see what the discrepancy amounted to. 
When his (Mr. H.'s) qualification was handed to the returning officer, 
great confusion existed,--Mr. Carroll's friends, on the one hand, were 
arguing that it was bad, and urging the returning officer to reject it 
at once; on the other hand, Mr. George Brown was arguing that the qual- 
ification was good. That was the position of the contending parties. 

Mr. George Brown alleged at the bar of the house, that the returning 
officer declared, "I shall hold Mr. Hincks' qualification to be good for 
the present occasion," and, as I understood it, he said he would leave the 
other parties to have a decision elsewhere. Well, then, Col. Whitehead 
came to the bar and said, that he did not hear anything of the sort; but that 
there was great confusion going on at the time--he did not state positive- 
ly that the words had not been said; but only that he had not heard them. 
Mr. Vansittart had practically done what Mr. Brown stated he had said he 
would do, he had decided the points in Mr. Hincks' favor in admitting him 
to be eligible as a candidate, and receiving votes for him. The next point 
to which he would call attention, was the conduct of Mr. Vansittart with 
respect to the aliens, or rather those who had been born in the United 
States, and been naturalized by the laws of this porvince--to this point 

he desired to call the particular attention of the house, for it was, in 
his opinion, one of the strongest points against Mr. Vansittart. It would 
be recollected that Mr. Brown was asked in his evidence, "Did the return- 
ing officer send circulars to his deputies?" He answered "he called at my 
house during the progress of the election, and I then took occasion to show 
him if possible, that his instructions were illegal, and likely to prove 
very injurious to Mr. Hincks' interests. He stated he had taken legal 
advice on the subject, and that had been his mature decision. I then called 
his attention to the proclamation which had just appeared in the Royal 
Gazette,extending the alien act for a further period, and required hin, 
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as he had already sent one circular, that he would send another, bringing 
under the notice of his deputies the proclamation in the Royal Gazette. He 
had said he could not do that, as it would be taking a side, and refused 

to comply with the request. In his (Mr. Hincks') opinion, Mr. Vansittart 
acted very improperly in sending any circulars to the Deputy Returning 
Officers on this subject. It was stated by Col. Whitehead that Mr. Vansit- 
tart's instructions were considered by him incorrect, he therefore made 

no use of them; but, having interfered to sendone circular on the subject, 
it would surely be admitted upon all hands that it was his duty to bring 
under the notice of his deputies an act of parliament which so much affect- 
ed the rights and privileges of the electors of the county? (Hear, hear.) 
But no, he refused to call attention to the proclamation of that act in 

the Gazette, because it would be taking sides, or rather because it would 
be favorable to the interests of the liberal party in the county. They had 
it established in evidence, both by Mr. Brown and Col. Whitehead, that Mr. 
Vansittart did send circulars to his deputies. Mr. Brown said the directions 
were illegal, and likely to be injurious to Mr. Hincks' interest. Col. 
Whitehead appeared at the bar, but, instead of bringing down a copy of the 
circular which was in his possession, and which he could easily have done, 
he endeavoured to represent that it would not have an effect favourable to 
his (Mr. Hincks') interest, but prejudicial to them. Col. Whitehead in 

his evidence, in reply to the question "Did you at the last election admit 
the votes of persons who came into the province before 1820 on their taking 
the oath of allegiance, or would you have admitted such votes if offered?" 
had stated, ''Persons who came into the province before 1820, and produced 

a certificate of having taken the oath of allegiance before a commissioner 
duly authorized to administer such oath; and all those who came in after 
March 1820, and produced the county register certificate, I would have 
recorded these votes; and on the first day of election I would not have 
taken the vote of any other class of aliens. On the afternoon of the second 
day of the election, I would have recorded the votes of all aliens who 

came within provisions of the proclamation relating to aliens, and that 

day received by me.'' From this, it was evident that had Mr. Vansittart 
complied with Mr. Brown's request, and forwarded instructions to his 
deputies concerning the proclamation of the Alien Act in the Gazette, these 
votes would have been received on the first as well as on the second day 

of polling, and the electors would not have been defrauded of their rights. 
The proclamation appeared on the 4th Dec., 1847; the polling did not take 
place until the 4th Jan., 1848; there was, therefore, ample time for the 
contents of the proclamation to be communicated. There was another dis- 
crepancy to which he desired to call attention, Mr. V. stated at the bar 

as one reason why he did not at once decide on his (Mr. H.'s) qualification, 
that he was expecting that a second qualification would be sent up from Mr. 
Hinecks, which he said he should have been bound to receive, and he did not, 
therefore, wish to preclude Mr. Hincks from being a candidate; but a ref- 
erence to Mr. Vansittart's letter would show that when Mr. Brown presented 
the second declaration, Mr. V. said, according to his own account, that he 
held it to be useless, as being too late, &c. Here was a glaring incon- 
sistency between his own testimony at the bar and his letter to the Clerk 
of the Crown in Chancery. He (Mr. H.) did not intend to comment at any 
greater length on the evidence that had been adduced, but before sitting 
down he felt bound in justice to Mr. George Brown, to state that that 
gentleman had written to the hon. member for Middlesex, urging that he 
should in justice to him, as his testimony had been impeached, send for 
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six or eight individuals whom he named, to give evidence in the case. He 
(Mr. H.) was however of opinion that it would be only protracting the pro- 
ceedings , as nothing whatever had been adduced to Mr. Vansittart's evid- 
ence that had in the smallest degree impeached the testimony of Mr. Brown. 
(Hear, hear.) The only point attempted to be impeached was relative to 
what took place respecting Mr. Hincks qualification, and the language of 
Mr. Vansittart on the occasion. He had already shown that the discrepancy 
between the testimony of the two witnesses was most trifling, and that Mr. 
Vansittart had practically done what Mr. Brown asserted he would do, viz., 
hold Hincks' qualification to be good for the occasion, and left the matter 
to be decided hereafter. At any rate he would just as soon believe Mr. 
George Brown's testimony as Col. Whitehead's, and he surely denied that 
the hon. gentleman opposite had any right to attempt to set aside Mr. 
Brown's evidence, because it did not entirely coincide with Col. White- 
head's. (Hear, hear.) He had thus gone over the principal points of the 
case. He maintained that his original qualification was good and legal. 
That the quibble about the word "candidate" in the act, could not apply 
to one in his (Mr. Hincks') position at the time of his qualification being 
drawn up. It was not tenable, as it was notorious, that persons constantly 
became candidates, both in this country and in England, for seats, before 
they were vacant and that there was nothing in the enacting clause of the 
act requiring his (Mr. Hincks') presence, which could deprive the electors 
of the right of electing whom they thought fit to represent them. He said, 
then, that Mr. Vansittart in presuming to decide on the qualification, as 
he had done, had acted most improperly. If he had any doubts on the matter, 
he should have returned the man with the majority of votes, and left the 
House to decide the matter; or at any rate if he was determined to reject 
Mr. Hincks' qualification, he should have done so on the nomination day, 
and not have shown a deliberate desire to deprive the Electors of Oxford 
of their rights, by allowing them to record their votes for a man whom he 
had determined to reject if elected by a majority of votes.--(Hear, hear.)4 
The conduct of Mr. V. was improper, and as such deserved the censure of 
that house.--He did not say that Mr. V. intended fraud. Even the hon. 
member for Essex, who had defended Mr. V. admitted that he had done wrong, 
although he (the hon. member) appeared to take it very lightly.> And now 
having gone into the merits of the question, what was the position of Mr. 
V. at that moment and what would be the position of the House, if Mr. V. 
was allowed to go forth from that bar unpunished? He (Mr. H.) had already 
referred to the treatment which some of the largest constituencies of 
Upper Canada had received in former years. From the first moment that 
the election took place, although some hon. members on the opposite side 
of the House had expressed dissatisfaction at Mr. Vansittart's conduct, 
the question had been made a party question. (Hear, hear.) Mr. Vansit- 
tart's conduct had been applauded throughout the country by the political 
party to which the gentlemen opposite belonged.--(Hear, hear.) A more 
indecent procedure had never taken place in any country than the getting 
up of a public dinner to Mr. Vansittart, on his return from the bar of this 
House where he had stood as a criminal and where the House had by a maj- 
ority declared that he had acted illegally, in defiance of law, in manifest 
iolation of the rights of the freeholders and in gross breach of the 
privileges of the House. ° (Hear, hear, and laughter.) / He repeated that 
a more grossly indecent procedure had never taken place, and the effect 
throughout the Province would be, if Mr. Vansittart were allowed to go 
uncensured and unpunished, that the scene enacted at the last general 
Election would be repeated in future ones, that the Returning Officers 
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would exert all their influence on behalf of the administration of the 
day, that the rights of the electors would be violated, and the country 
lose all confidence in this House. (Cheers.)--Those were the views which 
had influenced him in coming to the decision as to the vote he should give 
on this question, viz., to support the resolution of the hon. member for 
Middlesex, as he felt that he should thereby be performing his duty towards 
the electors of Oxford whose feelings and rights had been thus outraged. 8 
He said hon. gentlemen were aware of the difficulty of rejecting improper 
votes.? Returning Officers throughout the country had taken too many 
liberties of late with the rights of the electors!0. The Township of Nor- 
wich had been disfranchised by declaration of the Returning officer, and 
numbers of the oldest settlers had left the polling place without even 
attempting to vote.t1 an example--a good example must be made to prevent 
the injustice of such acts--he would not punish for the sake of revenge, 
but for the sake of example; but he thought it was the imperative duty of 
the House when a clear case like this was brought before it, to act with 
decision and inflict some punishment that will prevent the recurrence of 
these acts.12 It would be impossible to bring every Returning Officer 

who acted illegally before the house, and forthat reason he thought the 
house ought to punish Mr. V., with a view of preventing others, by show- 
ing the country that it was the intention of the house to punish those 

who were brought before it.13 He was actuated by no personal feelings 
towards Mr. Vansittart, he disclaimed all such motives but he should give 
his vote, as a public man, acting under a sense of public duty. (Hear, 
hear.)14 


COL. GUGY said, that from the declaration of the Hon. gentleman who 
had just sat down, they might infer that his modesty was on par with his 
courage. He had just performed a quadruple part; he had sat as a Judge 
of honor in a Court of honor. If he had any principle left, which he said 
he had, he would abstain from proceeding farther, for the sake of that 
principle, and the honor of the Legislature of which he formed a part,-- 
and hoped that he would be uninfluenced by the hon. member for Middlesex. 
He had spoken with a great deal of warmth. They had just heard from the 
Hon. member for Oxford, that it was not him who brought on these proceed- 
ings; of course he had nothing to do with it, he only stood behind the 
curtain. It was not without some natural degree of merriment that he heard 
the hon. gentleman make that assertion. After his highly finished exordium 
he was thunderstruck. This looked like 

"Traversing the warlike strand, 
With only a tooth-pick in his hand;" 

and "that because thou choosest to be virtuous there shall be no more cakes 
and ale."’ He hoped the hon. gentleman would not think that over their 
flowing cups he would not be freshly remembered. He would have thought 
that the men who were so averse to the infliction of capital punishment on 
the murderers should have overlooked the case of Mr. V. It might suit some 
men to be implacable in their revenge. He remembered the assertion of the 
hon. gentleman, who said that "he would neither forgive nor forget." It 
had been his (Col. G.) opinion, that Mrv V. had committed an error in not 
returning Mr. Hincks, and there had appeared nothing since to make him think 
to the contrary, or that Mr. V. was influenced by corrupt motives, and that 
he had only committed an error of judgment. He looked on a Returning- 
Officer as a Judge, and there was an appeal from his judgment--this House 
was a higher tribunal, and had decided otherwise than he had done. Who 
ever heard of a Court of Appeals inflicting stripes for the error of judgment 


of a Lower Court? The Returning Officer was obliged to take the office 
under a penalty, and he was not paid for what he did, as was the case with 
other Judges and great allowances should be made. He (Col. G.) would 

not rise in his place to defend corruption. He would like to see the Re- 
solution of the House framed in such manner as to try if John George Vansit- 
tart had been guilty of corruption; that was only the true point on which 
to try the merits of the case. In all petty cases it must be stated pre- 
cisely what is to be brought against a party who is accused.--Had they 
fallen from the Hon. Inspector-General. The Hon. gentleman has said, that 
it may be there is some one expecting to fill the office of Mr. V., and 
that this person is among the ranks of those on this side of the house. 

If so, he (Col. G.) would call upon them, by every tie of honor and justice, 
to name him. He was bound to say, in Parliamentary language, that he 
believed him, but he was not obliged to say that the country would do so.-- 
(Laughter.) He called upon hon. gentlemen to do so for their own credit.-- 
(Hear, hear.) He could tell them it would be doubted--he would merely 
leave them to chew the cud. He went on to comment on the kind of qual- 
ification Mr. Hincks had forwarded. He might have forgot to do it then, 
but he did not forget Mr. V. new. He (Col. G.) was of opinion that Mr. V. 
committed an error, and he could not too often repeat it, for he did not 
wish to be Mr. V.'s advocate. He was bound to state that he believed that 
he was led into the course he took by the hon. Inspector-General, from the 
insufficiency of the documents furnished him. It could not be believed 

by any in that house that he had any of those intentions necessary to 
constitute a crime, and it could not show any in this case. It was a well 
known maxim of law, that it was better that 99 criminals should escape than 
that one innocent man should be punished. He asked, if they were going to 
depart from that maxim, to gratify the feelings of the hon. Inspector- 
General,--he begged his pardon, not his feelings, but the interests of the 
electors of Oxford? He went on at some length, in discussing the evid- 
ence. There were some men who would not hear of the infliction of capital 
punishment on the murderer, and had such bowels of mercy, that they would 
only punish to gratify their own revenue. If Mr. V. survives this day, 

he must feel gratified to have been smiled on with the peculiarly sweet smiles 
of the hon. Inspector-General. The imputations made by the hon. gentlemen 
on other Returning-Officers had nothing to do with Mr. V. If ever there was 
a case of an extraordinary nature, it was the second position of the hon. 
Inspector-General. He (the hon. Inspector-General) called upon the house 
to determine the question on an hypothetical Resolution when afterwards 
evidence had been adduced. Such a course was nowhere else known than in 
hell. He was not about to indulge in bunkum remarks on the evidence given 
by Mr. Brown, but he must say a few words after what had been said of Mr. 
Deeds.15 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS called him to order for putting words in his 
mouth he had never used. He had never used insulting language in speaking 
of Mr. Deeds.16 


COL. GUGY said, that he would not dispute about trifles. He had under- 
stood him to speak insultingly of Mr. Deeds. 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS said that he had the highest respect for Mr. 
Deeds. 


COL. GUGY was glad to hear it, and it must be consolatory to Mr. Deeds. 
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If the Returning-Officer had performed his duty to the satisfaction of the 
Inspector-General, though, he (Col. G.) would not have gone to the length 
of enforcing an hypothetical Resolution, he might have gone some length 

to punish him. Though he (the hon. Inspector-General) had not gone the 
length of attacking Mr. Deeds, he had gone the length of giving a character 
to his friend Brown. First he is only on speaking terms, and then he 
becomes the paid Secretary of a Commission, at £12 a day, and if he goes 
on in the same progression, he will shortly drive a pair of grey horses. 

He did not want to impeach the evidence of Mr. Brown. It is solitary, 
alone and it will go for what it is worth. Brown was the party who had 
most electioneering influence in the County of Oxford, and his evidence 
did seem such as to want a grain of salt to make it go down; and when 
other testimony is given by other gentlemen who could have had no interest, 
he would give it the preference.--He went on at some length, attacking 

Mr. Hincks with considerable bitterness for the language he had used with 
reference to Col. Whitehead.19 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS denied some expressions attributed to him which 
Colonel Gugy had noted. 20 


MR. MACDONALD said that he had also done the sanen* 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS said, that what he did say of Col. Whitehead 
was, that it was extraordinary that a gentleman in the habit of taking 
notes on other things should have omitted to have done so on that point. 
If the hon. gentleman considered that disparaging, he did not. “2 


COL. GUGY continued:--There is something in taste. If he had said of 
a gentleman who was in the habit of taking notes, that he had only taken 
things on one side and not on the other, he should have considered it, as 
he thought it was, what Shakspere said, "that it looked like something." 
He continued to speak at some length at the injustice done to Mr. V. He 
said that he had been impelled to speak at the length he did from seeing 
Mr. V., a man bearing all the impress of a gentleman, standing at the Bar 
in the position he did.23 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE felt himself called upon to take part in this 
debate although at first he had not intended to do so.24 The hon. gentleman 
who had just sat down, had made a very lawyer-like speech, and had no doubt 
but that it would read very well in the newspaper. > An hon. member, in his 
address to the House, had attempted to make it appear that hon. gentlemen 
sitting on his side of the House had sympathised with murderers and other 
true criminals, in consequence of the abolition of capital punishment move- 
ment being favoured by some of them, whereas they could find no sympathy 
for Mr. Vansittart. This was a mistake. He could assure that hon. member. 
that there was no sympathy for criminals on his side of the House; but many 
of his hon. friends were disposed to look favorably on the abolition of 
capital punishment because they perceived that capital punishment did not 
answer the purpose for which it was intended, but that the sympathies of 
the people were always enlisted on the side of the unfortunate criminal on 
the scaffold, while the victim was totally forgotten. It was too bad to 
make any such comparisons, and he would put it to the hon. gentleman whether 
it was honourable, or whether he had any right to attack Mr. Brown, a 
gentleman whose character stood quite as high as his own, indirectly, for 
the purpose of throwing a doubt upon the evidence given by him at the bar. 
Mr. Brown might have been a member of that House, together with his hon. 
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friend, the member for pore He had known that gentleman ever since 


his arrival in the country, and felt bound to defend him from such attacks, 
which were utterly uncalled for and unmerited. The same hon. gentleman had 
seen fit to charge his hon. friend, the Inspector-General, with vindictive- 
ness in the course he had seen necessary to pursue on this occasion. Such 
a charge was very ill-founded. Did not that hon. gentleman very well know, 
as a lawyer, that his hon. friend could have brought and sustained an action 
at law against Mr. Vansittart, if he had thought fit to do so? Did he not 
also know perfectly well that in the County of Oxford there was a universal 
feeling of indignation excited by the return of that Mr. Vansittart? How 
then could it be said with any degree of justice that his hon. friend's 
course had been characterised by vindictiveness? No, he felt confident 
that he had been throughout actuated by a strong sense of duty to pre- 
serve the rights and privileges of the House and the people intact, and he 
(Mr. P.), if placed in a similar situation, and possessed of the same 
talents, would have acted perfectly in a similar manner, and made use of 
the same language. Surely that hon. member did not forget what numbers of 
contested elections were brought up for decision after a general election, 
and particularly in the years 1843 and 1844, arising in a great many in- 
Stances from corrupt conduct of Returning Officers, and he would mention 
that his opinion on hearing of the approaching dissolution was that every 
exertion would be made by hon. gentlemen opposite to secure a majority at 
the polls. If he did them any injustice he hoped they would give him the 
credit for his candour in making this statement, and it was on that account 
that he advised all his friends to send their qualifications to every town- 
ship in their respective counties as he himself did. And he would mention 
further, as an evidence that this advice was not unfounded, although it was 
well known that he was able to qualify, yet his qualification was required 
in every township merely in order to annoy him. His hon. friend from Kent 
was served exactly in the same manner. He had sent his qualification to 
all the townships in the county with one exception, and yet because it was 
not sent to that one township a special return was sent in, although he 
stood at the head of the poll by a majority of 500. The hon. member must 
surely be aware that the greatest corruption had been practised by the 
Returning Officers of different Counties, and that it was a most expensive 
and tedious process to go through the lists of votes. There was the case 
of Mr. Webster, who, although it was notorious, was returned for the County 
of Waterloo by five women's votes, and although their names, Susannah and 
Mary, &c., were in the poll books, yet, as there was no evidence before the 
Committee to show that they were women, the whole proceeding had to be 
dropt. His hon. friend (Mr. Ferguson) who took his seat only yesterday, 
had been kept out of his seat, and the County disfranchised for a consider- 
able space of time, by the ignorance and corruption of the Returning 
Officers. Yet there was a great deal of sympathy for these corrupt men, 

but none for the people whom they disfranchised by their acts, or those 
gentlemen who were put to a great expense by their means. True, there was 
some sympathy for Mr. Durand, who, it was generally known, was absolutely 
cheated out of his seat, and who was so much pitied by hon. members on that 
account, that they subscribed a large sum of money to reimburse him the 
losses he had sustained. No part of the usual electioneering tricks had 
been forgotten, but even new ones were brought into realization, in order 
to try and keep his hon. friend the Inspector-General out, because they all 
knew that he possessed the amount of talent that made all the Tories tremble. 
The Returning Officer was obliged to become a party in these plans. Why 
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did he not act on his first impression of his duty, with regard to Mr. Hincks' 
qualification? and then he would have been safe. But it appeared to him 

(Mr. P.) that he had come to this decision in his own mind: I will not 

put Mr. Hincks' name on the poll books as a candidate, but at the same time, 

I will circulate a report, that all the votes in his favour will be thrown 
away, which will very possibly cause Carroll to stand at the head of the poll, 
but if on the other hand, Mr. Hincks should stand at the head of the poll, 
then I will declare his qualification to be worthless, and declare Mr. Carroll 
duly elected. That, ... determination arrived at by Mr. Vansittart, and 

it was evidently corrupt. A great deal had been said in order to throw a 
stigma upon Mr. Geo. Brown, and consequently make his evidence worthless. 

It had been attempted to prove that Mr. George Brown acted as a complete 
partisan during that election, but it appeared to him that Mr. Brown's con- 
duct was actuated by better and higher feelings than those of a partisan; 

he knew that the county of Oxford had been completely disfranchised, and he 
acted with a strong determination to obtain for its people a free and fair 
representation, but all these attempts to stigmatise Mr. Brown were made 

with the view of weakening his evidence, whilst at the same time, Messrs. 
Whitehead and Deedes were eulogised in the strongest manner. But he would 

ask, what did the evidence of the two last named gentlemen prove? Mr. Brown, 
in his evidence, clearly proved an affirmative--he proved that Mr. Vansit- 
tart had consented to receive Mr. Hincks'’ qualification. Those other gentle- 
mn were called on to prove a negative--and he would here remark, that he 

did not like the manner in which Col. Whitehead delivered his testimony; 

it was not delivered with the freedom which he could have wished for; he 
appeared to hesitate ... point, it could not be obtained. They could not 

in reality prove that Mr. Vansittart had not used the language, imputed to 
him by Mr. Brown. 28 


A member from the opposition.--If it had been used, they must have 
heard it.29 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE continued.--No, they would not swear to Sieoe 
The gentlemen stated that they had not heard. 31 


"But were near enough, and could have heard,'' from the Opposition 
benches. 32 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE.--He had not heard that, and did not think 
they said it.33 The most they did prove was the evidence of Mr. Brown at 
the hustings. But was there anything surprising in the fact, that Mr. 
Brown's feelings were a good deal excited, when he saw the Returning Officer 
prove himself a decided partizan--doing every thing in his power to effect 
the return of Mr. Carroll, and after he had decided on receiving Mr. Hincks' 
qualification, finally reject it, thus throwing the whole county into con- 
fusion? Mr. Vansittart had no excuse for this extraordinary conduct; if 
there was anything he could not understand, or which appeared to him doubtful 
in the discharge of his duty, his course was plain--to make a special return 
to the House, and leave the disputed point to it for decision. He had no 
doubt that Mr. Vansittart was a sincere tory; he would give him credit 
for that; he was ready to believe that Mr. Vansittart was perfectly sincere 
in his wish to see the late Administration still in office, from a belief 
that they would act in congeniality with his wishes; and therefore it was 
that he made such an effort to carry Oxford in the tory interest. It was 
of the most vital importance, either that the election should be carried in 
that way, or else that no return should be made, as in the event of a tory 
majority being obtained in the House the matter must then be referred to an 
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election Committee and experience had shown what was the most influential 
motive in such cases. It was no wonder then that Mr. Brown was roused on 
seeing the line of conduct adopted by Mr. Vansittart, and he would ask hon. 
gentlemen opposite, if they would not themselves be considerably excited, 

if a Returning Officer acting under the influence of the present adminis- 
tration, had conducted himself in a similar manner to Mr. Vansittart? 
Certainly and undoubtedly they would, and would have called on the House 

to punish the offender severely. He would remark however that such a case 
could not very easily be discovered, for it was notorious that every one 

of the Returning Officers, charged with corrupt conduct at the bar of the 
House, had been under the influence of hon. members on the other side of 

the House (hear, hear,) and he would challenge them to produce a single 
instance of Returning Officers having acted corruptly under the influence 

of hon. members on his side of the House. He could not understand for his 
part the force of one of the arguments used in favour of Mr. Vansittart; 
hon. members said it was better to allow ninety nine guilty persons to 
escape, rather than that one innocent person should suffer. Was Mr. Van- 
sittart innocent? Was he not manifestly guilty of corrupt conduct? Was 

he to be allowed to escape, because the others had been allowed to escape 
unpunished? Were hon. members prepared to allow the rights and privileges 
of the House to be trampled on in the most scandalous manner, without their 
punishing the corrupt parties? What was the result of this mistaken mercy-- 
but that the outrages become more frequent, and that one half the time of the 
public was occupied in discussing them? For his own part he had no vin- 
dictive feelings against Mr. Vansittart; he had never seen him, before he 
appeared at the bar; but he felt bound to support the Resolution, and vote 
for the infliction of punishment on him for having trampled on one of the 
highest privileges of a British subject. The hon. gentleman then having 
alluded to the case of his hon. friend who had taken his seat for the 

County of Waterloo, having been subjected to a large expense in supporting 
his claim to a seat, in consequence of the corruption and ignorance of the 
Dep. Returning Officers, again reverted to the imputation throw on his hon, | 
friend the Inspector General of having appeared vindictive in this matter.~" 


MR. CHRISTIE said he whole (sic) beg to ask if Mr. Vansittart were 
the Returning Officer in that case. 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE said that he had mentioned it because of the 
statement of the hon. gentleman, that it was better that 99 should escape 
than that one innocent man should be punished. 26 


MR. CHRISTIE said, then yoy 
of 99, That is your argument. ~ 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE continued to say, that he would not insult 
Mr. V. by supposing him an ignorant man. He knew what Mr. H.'s qualification 
was, and he ought to have acted differently. It was too bad for the hon. 
and gallant Colonel to have made such a vindictive attack on his hon. 
friend, who had acted throughout as he ought to have done.? His hon. 
friend no doubt felt strongly in consequence of the attempts to disfranchise 
the County, but he repeated he thought he was perfectly justified in the 
course he took, and in the language he made use of 29. He (Mr. PP.) was dis~ 
satisfied with the evidence of Col. Whitehead, and the manner in which it 
was given. He had no sympathy with any side whatever, and was altogether 
in favor of justice. He had always voted for severe measures in punishing 
delinquents. If Returning-Officers found that Government would, in all cases, 


will punish Mr. V., because of the guilt 
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severely punish dereliction of duty, irrespective of party, it would have 
the effect of making them do their duty; and he was prepared to vote for 
the Resolution to punish Mr. Vansittart. 40 


MR. G. SHERWOOD (Brockville) was astonished to hear hon. members 
opposite arrogate to themselves all the honesty to be found in that house; 
urging that they were actuated merely by a sense of their public duty, as 
regarded the Returning-Officer. Now, in a case like the present, to at- 
tribute improper motives to that person, and those who were for exculpating 
him was totally unjustifiable. They had assumed that he (Mr. V) had re- 
ceived instructions from the then Government to regulate his conduct at the 
election, and that he had acted corruptly. To assert this, from mere party 
motives was most unfair; so it was to accuse an opponent of injustice on 
account of his differing from them in political opinions, just as if a 
party so situated could not act impartially. He (Mr. S.) had as much right 
to make the same accusations against the hon. member who spoke last; but 
he would not do so; his (Mr. S.'s) good opinion of that hon. member would 
not allow it. Hon. members opposite ought to give Mr. V. the same credit 
for good intentions as he did. If he thought Mr. V. guilty on the intrinsic 
merits of the case he would not shield him; but not thinking him so, he 
opposed the motion for punishment. The hon. member for the South Riding of 
York had asserted that the evidence of Mr. Deeds did not overturn that of 
Mr. Brown but on perusing the former--(here he referred to Mr. Deed's evid- 
ence)--it would seem that Mr. V. did not make the answer imputed to him. 
Here Major Deeds’ evidence clearly contradicted that of Mr. Brown.--Ought 
not the same rule to apply between Messrs. Deeds and Vansittart as between 
Mr. Brown and the hon. Inspector-general? Did not Mr. B. state to Mr. 
Miller at Hamilton that he attributed the unintentional error of Mr. V. 
to his being misled by the opinion of the then Solicitor-General? He (Mr. S.) 
should not say much more upon a subject that was worn almost threadbare, 
but should make one remark:--The hon. member for Norfolk had said that he 
and his hon. friend were not acting from ill-feeling; as it was said by all 
hon. members opposite; but he (Mr. S.) would refer to their speeches. He 
confessed it was hard to impute improper motives, but if they were to judge 
from speeches, there could be but one opinion in the house. That hon. member 
had stated his wish, not to visit the severest punishment upon Mr. V., but 
to deprive him of one office only; but he would remind that hon. member of 
his conversation with the hon. Inspector-General, and the hints then thrown 
out to him by the latter--"Do you know of any other office held by Mr. Van- 
sittart?'" or similar words. There appeared to be some difference of opinion 
upon this point, which he would leave hon. members on the other side to 
reconcile. Doubtless the hon. member for Norfolk could do so; but after. the 
conversation and hints before alluded to, he could only attribute an intention 
to take from Mr. V. everything. The hon. member who spoke last had atribut- 
ed wrong motives to the Committee of last Session, sitting on this election 
matter,--he himself, he was sorry to say, acted as one of them. As for 
himself, he would do every justice to the hon. Inspector-General, as labor- 
ing under a false impression; but the latter hon. Minister had travelled 
away from the election matter. Every one acquainted with the evidence 
must acknowledge he was right. The hon. Minister was so well satisfied 
that when he heard the opinion of the Committee on two or three law points 
he retired. Some words here fell from Mr. S., which did not reach us. 41 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE begged to correct him. What he (Mr. P.) intended 


ep 


to See was, that it was Mr. V.'s intention to return the second on the 
poll: 


MR. G. SHERWOOD.--The evidence of Messrs. Deeds and Whitehead clearly 
contradicted that of Mr. Brown. He then alluded to Mr. Brown's assertion 
as to the matter being left to a Committee of the house, and his (Mr. B.'s) 
conclusion respecting it, which were overthrown by Mr. V's three witnesses. 
The last hon. speaker had gone a great deal too far in this affair. Mr. V. 
had never acted in such a manner as to defraud the electors of their just 
rights. Nothing but a strong political bias could arrive at such a con- 
clusion, such as exhibited by the hon. member from the Fourth Riding of 
York, and another,--(whose name we did not hear,)--those who did not yield 
to such influence, must think very differently. Granting that Mr. V. was 
wrong in point of law, it was but an error of judgment, and surely no one 
would doubt that he (Mr. V.) acted according to the dictates of his con- 
science. The hon. member for Middlesex had spoken of Mr. V.'s reflections, 
assisted by careful reference to authorities bearing upon the subject, and 
led Mr. V. merely to coincide with the opinion of Mr. Cameron; therefore, 
he suspended his judgment to the polling day. The hon. Inspector-General 
had boasted of his motive, of a sense of public duty; he had said that he 
pressed the matter to secure the interests of the electors, not but he 
(Mr. S.) was sure that all who had heard the hon. member would think other- 
wise of his intentions. That hon. member seemed to have indulged in the 
feelings of an advocate addressing a43 country‘ jury, but the effect he 
anticipated would be very different here to what it would be before a jury 
composed, as such bodies frequently were, of men of humble capacities. He 
hoped and trusted hon. members would come to a conclusion upon the real 
merits of the question, without reference to the speeches of hon. gentle- 
men opposite. 


MR. J. SMITH (Durham) would not have addressed the house upon that 
occasion, if he had been able to come to the same conclusion which had been 
come to by the hon. members opposite; but as he had been obliged to come to 
a different one, he, therefore, thought that he was bound, in justice to 
Mr. Vansittart and to himself, to state the reasons why he had come to the 
conclusion he had; he regretted exceedingly that the question had not been 
discussed apart from any party feeling, as it should have been done; but he 
would endeavor to approach it in a proper feeling; he would endeavor to 
state the reasons upon which he had founded his decision:--In the first 
place he would call their attention to the address of Mr. Vansittart when 
he was first brought before the house. Mr. V., upon that occasion, stated 
distinctly and repeatedly that some doubts existed in his mind as to the 
difficulty of the position in which he would be placed. He (Mr. S.) learned 
from the letters which been read, that as early as the 15th of December Mr. 
Vansittart was made aware of his appointment and, in his letter to Mr. Ward, 
he said that in consequence of Mr. Hincks' absence from the country, it had 
occurred to his mind that there would be some difficulty about the qualifi- 
cation of that gentleman. The difficulty being early brought before his 
mind, they must presume that Mr. Vansittart took the necessary steps to 
obtain information as to how he should act; and they found that he had 
written letters to the Attorney and Solicitor-General of Upper Canada, 
requesting their opinions; that he had conversed with many gentlemen about 
the matter, and had also looked at the Statutes and authorities on the 
point; so that it was to be presumed that he had made up his mind before 
the Nomination Day, and could then have decided the question if he did not 
wish to act corruptly. The hon. member then went on, after commenting on 
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one or two points of the case, to say that, among other reasons mentioned 
by Mr. Vansittart, to show he had not acted corruptly, he had said that he 
had, at the time of the Election, learnt how most of the Elections in Upper 
Canada had gone, and that he was then aware that the party which was hostile 
to him, and against whom he decided, would soon come into power, and wished 
it, therefore, he (Mr. S.) supposed, to be believed that he was acting 
contrary to his own interest, in deciding in the manner he had done. Mr. 
Vansittart, he supposed, did not mean to purposely deceive the house, but 
he had answered the questions on that point rather loosely. He (Mr. S.) 
had taken the trouble to ascertain what Elections were decided which 

Mr. Vansittart could have heard of, and he found that the only Elections 
decided were those for the following places--(the hon. member here mention- 
ed the names of a number of the Upper Canada constituencies)--and, amongst 
these Elections there was only one person elected of a different party to 
the former member, and of the members returned up to that time, 16 were 
Conservatives, and 6 Liberals. It struck him that the result of the 
Elections, so far as they were known, could not give Mr. Vansittart as 
clear an idea of the result of all the Elections as he wished the house 

to believe that he had at the time. Mr. Smith then went on to say, that 
Mr.Vansittart had told them that he was forewarned of the position in which 
he would be placed; that he had consulted authorities and Statutes on the 
point, and that he had been guided by them in the course which he had taken 
He (Mr. S.) had some doubts as to the sincerity of his conduct, because, 

he had not shown a single authority in which a similar course could be shown 
to have been followed. He (Mr. S.) had looked into some authorities, and 
he found that it was the duty of the Returning Officer to return the can- 
didate having the largest number of votes, and to leave it to the house to 
decide the eligibility of the candidates. The house of Commons had always 
been exceedingly tenacious of its power to judge of the eligibility of the 
candidates, and he would refer them to the Flintshire case, where the house 
decided that even if the person having the majority of the votes was a 
minor he ought to be returned. A great deal had been said about the evid- 
ence of the witnesses, but he, for his own part, was quite satisfied from 
the letters which accompanied the return and from the Poll Book, that Mr. 
Vansittart had committed an egregious mistake. He would not like to say 
that Mr. Vansittart had acted corruptly, but he thought that he acted vex- 
atiously. It was his duty to take the advice of Counsel, but he should 
have gone to disinterested parties for it. He had, however, applied to the 
late Solicitor-General for Upper Canada, who could not be said to be a 
disinterested party, inasmuch as he was one of the Administration, which 
was then on their trial before the country, and who was interested in 
getting a party favorable to them returned. In doing so Mr. Vansittart 

had also avowed that he considered it his duty to appoint Deputies of the 
same political opinion as his own, and that of the party who had appointed 
him. It appeared that he had been influenced by party feelings which had 
blinded him in the discharge of his duties; indeed, unless he had been so, 
he could scarcely have made the Return that he did. But he was not, there- 
fore, prepared to say that he (Mr. V.) had acted corruptly, although he must 
admit that he had acted vexatiously. 


SIR A. MACNAB hoped it would be presumed, from the tenor of his whole 
public life, that he was as willing to assert the privileges of that house 
as any person, and that he would be ready and willing to punish any person 
whatever, who was guilty of a breach of them, but it was one thing to carry 
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on an irregular, vindictive proceeding against a person who did not deserve 
it. What had the hon. member who had just sat down said? He said that he 
believed that Mr. Vansittart had not acted corruptly, but that he had been 
mistaken. Were they to punish a man for having committed a mistake, and to 
deprive him of the office he held for having committed an error? The hon. 
member for Essex said that he had understood that Mr. Vansittart had held 
two offices, one of them worth £150 a year, and the other £7,47 and he told 
them they would only take the £150 from Mr. Vansittart, and leave him the £7, 
which was exceedingly generous of them. From the very beginning of the 
discussion upon Mr. Vansittart's conduct, the members opposite had thought 
proper to assume that the members on his side of the House were perfectly 
satisfied with the conduct of Mr. Vansittart, but they had never maintained 
any such thing. He thought that he had acted erroneously, but not corruptly. 
The present proceeding was not such an one as would be carried on in Eng- 
land; there they would have brought Mr. Vansittart to the bar, and then 

the Speaker would, by order of the house, have conveyed to him the opinion 
of the people of the country upon his conduct, and declared to him that he 
had acted erroneously, and then ordered him to be discharged. He was sorry 
to hear the hon. Inspector-General accuse Mr. Vansittart of having acted 
dishonestly. He thought that a witness at the bar was under the protection 
of the house, and that no imputation should be allowed to be made against him 
by members of the House. What was the very first step that they had taken 
against Mr. Vansittart? Why, they had, on the motion of the hon. member for 
Norfolk, passed a Resolution by which it was declared that the conduct of 
Mr. Vansittart was illegal; that he acted in defiance of all law, was guilty 
of a violation of the rights of the Freeholders of the County of Oxford and 
had committed a breach of the privileges of that House; without ever having 
heard Mr. Vansittart, or calling upon him to justify his conduct. He (Sir 
A.) had, upon that occasion, moved, in amendment to the passing of the 
Resolution, that copies of all the Resolutions intended to be moved against 
Mr. Vansittart be first transmitted to him, and that he be allowed twenty- 
four hours to prepare for his defence and that he be allowed permission to 
be heard at the Bar of the House; that was the course of proceedings which 
would have been taken in England; but the amendment was negatived, and Mr. 
Vansittart declared guilty without ever being heard. The passing of the 
Resolution was an extremely harsh and most arbitrary proceeding.48 


MR. H. BOULTON rose to order. The hon. member had no right to apply 
such remarks to a Resolution which had been adopted by that house. 49 


SIR A. MACNAB was perfectly astonished that an hon. member, who had 
had a seat for some years in that House, should stand up and tell him he 
had no right to remark upon the proceedings before the House. ((He)) was 
going on to comment on the Resolution?9. 


MR. H. BOULTON again rose, and put it to the Speaker, if such a pro- 
ceeding was regular? l 


SIR A. MACNAB--Why, the hon. gentleman has never read the Resolution 
before the house, although he wrote it. It declared that the house ad- 
hered to the Resolution passed last Session. 2 

Sir A. Macnab continued.--The hon. member for Norfolk has been one of 


the most active members in the house in the proceeding which had been taken 
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against Mr. Vansittart, and he (Sir A.) believed that he was influenced by 
high motives, and by a desire to protect the privileges of the House, in 
doing so, but he had a right to show that he did not always act in the 

same manner, and that the Parliament of Upper Canada, when it declared 

him guilty of a high breach of privilege, did not proceed against him 

in the same manner he was now proceeding; that, when the house declared 

him guilty, it called him to the bar, when the Speaker read a lecture to 
him, which was to be found on the Journals, and dismissed him.--Was the 

hon. member, he would ask, dismissed from his office of Solicitor-General, 
after he had made an apology to the house? He (Sir A. MacNab) then pro- 
ceeded to read extracts from the Journals of the house of Assembly of Upper 
Canada, of the proceedings against Mr. Boulton, for a breach of privilege. 
It appeared that Mr. Boulton was called before a Select Committee, for the 
purpose of giving evidence; before answering any question, he (Mr. B.) 

asked the Committee, if he was examined as a matter of right, or out of 
civility?--(Laughter.) When told that he (Mr. B.) was examined as a matter 
of right, he (Mr. B.) denied their power to compel him to answer. The 
Committee reported the fact to the house, and it declared him guilty of a 
high breach of privilege,--upon which the Speaker issued his Warrant to 
apprehend him, and he was brought to the Bar. When the Report of the Com- 
mittee was read to him, (Mr. B.) and the Speaker asked him what he had to 
say in his defence, and upon his stating that he conscientiously believed 
that the Committee had no right to put the questions to him which he had 
refused to answer, that he was willing to do so if the house decided he 

was bound to do it, he was reprimanded by the Speaker, and discharged from 
custody. He (Sir. A. MacNab) then went on to read the admonition of the 
Speaker to Mr. Boulton, when a member made a remark about Sir A.'s own 

case. He (Sir A.) replied, that he was a mere boy inthose days;--(Laughter;)-- 
he did not make an apology, because he thought that he was right, and he 

was punished for it, and sent to gaol.--(Hear.) But the house only re- 
primanded the hon. member for Norfolk after he made an apology; it never 
thought of depriving him of the office of Solicitor-General. And what 

Mr. Vansittart had done was not one half as bad; the hon. member was one 

of the highest Law Officers in the country, and was expected to know what 
was right, whereas Mr. Vansittart was only a private individual, whom falling 
into error, they could not be much surprised at; but he was to lose his office 
of £150, and be allowed to keep the one of £7. This was the course pursued 
against Mr. Vansittart. The hon. member then proceeded to contrast the con- 
duct of the members opposite, in giving an office of £500 to Mr. DeSalaberry, 
after his conduct at the election of 1841, and in seeking to deprive Mr. 
Vansittart of his office, while his conduct was not near so bad as that 

of Mr. DeSalaberry. It appeared to him (Sir A.) a queer way of asserting 
the privileges of the house. It was not necessary that Mr. V. should be 
punished as an example to other Returning Officers, for if the Bill of the 
hon. Attorney-General was passed, the Government would then have no power 
over the appointment of Returning Officers in future, it was their last 
chance of tyranizing over a Returning Officer--they would never have the 
same power again, and, therefore, let the members pitch into him, right and 
left, they could not hurt him. The whole proceedings were irregular, and 
most disgraceful to the house. They had contrary to all principles of 
justice admitted hearsay evidence, and were now endeavoring to convict Mr. V. 
Up Ones tere 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS.--all the hearsay evidence was in his fete a 
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SIR A. MACNAB.--The hon. member was very kind to Mr. V.. He was afraid 
that he was not actuated by very proper feelings towards him, and that it was 
very improper for him to sit there as a judge upon his own case. He was a 
party in the cause, for Mr. V. was charged with having violated the rights 
of the electors of Oxford, and he supposed the hon. gentleman considered 
himself one of them; but he (Sir A.) would not be surprised if the people 
of that County, when they found out that the hon. gentleman was not actuated 
by those high motives which he professed to be, might discard him, and 
that Mr. V. would be taken in hands by the public who had always a sympathy 
with persons who were wrongfully punished and oppressed. And he (Sir A.) 
would be much surprised to find him returned as the next member for Oxford. 
He was quite prepared to say that he did not consider that the conduct of 
Mr. V. was correct. He had acted erroneously, through error in judgment. 

He would, therefore, move that the Resolution be amended, by inserting the 
words, “and that the cause of such illegal conduct arose from an error in 
judgment in Mr. Vansittart."94 


MR. H. BOULTON said he should not have made any remarks on the Re- 
solution now before the Chair, but for the very unwarrantable personal 
attack made upon him by the hon. and gallant Knight from Hamilton, who 
was the last person in the House from whom he had expected such at attack; 
but although the hon. and gallant Knight had forgotten the relations of 
private friendship, he (Mr. B.) would not follow his example; he merely 
desired to show the points on which the hon. and gallant Knight had mis- 
represented the facts connected with his (Mr. B.'s).... 

The hon. member proceeded to read from the Journals of the House in 
reference to that occasion, to show that his conduct before the Committee 
to inquire into the Hamilton outrage and the burning in effigy of Sir John 
Colborne, was precisely similar to his conduct before the House, and that 
he had not, as represented by Sir Allan, said one thing and done another. 
He did not wish to fix any stigma upon Mr. V., or to charge him with acting 
corruptly, but he thought he had acted partially and improperly. He thought 
he had acted with a strong party feeling, and must take the consequence; 
but he (Mr. B.) should not vote with the view of inflicting any punishment 
on Mr. V., but with the view of preventing other Returning Officers from 
acting in a similar manner. It had been said that he (Mr. B.) was pre- 
pared to go to the fullest extent against Mr. V. but he was not.--If he 
had, he would have voted for declaring him unworthy of holding any public 
office, but he had only said that he should be deprived of one of his 
offices. Mr. V. was a magistrate, held a Commission in the militia, and 
several other appointments, and he did not wish to take them from hin, 
or to declare him unworthy of holding them. And when he (Mr. B.) was 
drawing up the resolution, he just selected one of his offices, which he 
had learned Mr. V. held, at hap-hazard, and he neither knew the amount of 
the emoluments of it or of the other offices he held.° The hon. member 
made some further remarks merely of a personal nature, and stated his 
intention of taking another opportunity of addressing the House on this 
subject. / 


MR. WILSON thought this question ought to be approached without party 
feelings. The question presented itself to his mind in this way--Did Mr. 
Vansittart do as he should do, or was he guilty of a dereliction of duty? 
He did not think the difference between corruption, and an error in judg- 
ment, expressed the question in its true light. He asked himself what a 
Returning Officer ought to have done, in the predicament in which Mr. 
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Vansittart was placed. How did the Returning Officer submit the qualif- 
ication of the present honorable member for Oxford. He did decide upon it, 
and his decision was, that Mr. Hincks was entitled to appear before the 
electors as a candidate. That was a fact irrespective of all contradict- 
ions of witnesses; after the qualification was objected to, Mr. Vansittart 
asked the electors, to choose their member, by a show of hands. That 

then was deciding on the qualification. Well then, it appears that Mr. 
Vansittart ruled the poll-book, in three columns, and this pointed clearly 
to the fact, that there were three candidates, just as much so as if he 

had written all three names. The fact also spoke for itself. Well then, 
suppose a person desirous of doing his duty, was placed in a position, from 
which his own judgment could not extricate, would he not have asked advice 
of some one, on whose judgment could not extricate, would he not have asked 
advice of some one, on whose judgment he could rely, more than on his own? 
He would not then have applied to any one who must be supposed to have a 
strong bias to either side; but would have gone to a totally disinterested 
party. Instead of that, he went to the Solicitor-General West, one of his 
(Mr. W.'s) best friends, and one whom he always believed incapable of doing 
wrong. He would not say that the Solicitor General had done wrong, but he 
would not have done had he been seeking advice in his own case. Next he 
found that the Returning Officer had appointed deputies from those whom 

he knew were favorable to the party in power. That was, he thought, what 

a very scrupulous man would not have done. Mr. Vansittart's duty required 
that he should act candidly and justly. He could not be said to have done 
so, in appointing deputies from either side. There was another point; he 
led one party to suppose that he was going to the poll, when he reserved 
the right to himself the right of saying to their candidate, in case of his 
election, that he was not eligible. This enabled him, in case Mr. Carroll 
was elected, to tell the other side that they had had fair play; whereas 

if Mr. Hincks were elected, he could refuse to declare him duly elected 

for want of qualification.28 He thought he had led the people to believe 
that he was going to do one thing, when_he intended to do another thing. 
And, being of that opinion, he (Mr. Woy2? would move to amend the motion 
before the House, after the present amendment was disposed of. He desired 
to strike out the words in defiance of the law, and in manifest violation 
of the rights of the freeholders. He thought those words were too strong; 
he did not think that Mr. Vansittart had acted corruptly60 in defiance of, 
and ‘contrary to aii taw.®l But he could not think that he had done so 
innocently. Nor did he think that the House would, when it thought care- 
fully on the matter, believe that the strong words of the motion expressed 
the general opinion of the House. As to the punishment to be inflicted, 

he would remark, that whatever the punishment should be, it ought to be 

by the direct action of the House, and not by an address that should ~_ 
induce Her Majesty's Government to visit him with further punishment. He 
thought Mr. Vansittart had acted wrongly, but he would not hold him up as a 
man to be stigmatised on the Journals of the House, as intentionally 
corrupt, and in manifest violation of the rights of the electors. A man 
who could act in that way, should be declared incapable of holding any 
office for the future; and hon. members would do so, unless they were those 
who had incurred feelings of revenge. The hon. member for Middlesex in 

a former discussion, had declared to the House, that he was a person who 
never forgot, and never forgave. 2 


MR. NOTMAN denied that he had said 50.°3 


MR. WILSON ((resumed.)) On a late occasion, at any rate, the hon. 
member had stated that he represented a constituency whose feelings had 
been outraged, and that he would revenge them. What had that to do with 
facts at present before the House? What, except to give occasion to the 
hon. member to declare, not only that he would have justice, but retrubut- 
ive justice. Did he, in that declaration, represent the feeings of that 
intelligent county, whose praises he was constantly singing, as the finest, 
largest, and most intelligent in the country? No! He (Mr. Wilson) knew 
that county, and knew that there were intelligent men within it, who 
would sit in judgment on this matter, and would not support him, in these 
expressions of vindictive feeling. They could not, and would not do it. 

It was but justice to the hon. member for Oxford, to say that he had 

treated this matter in such a manner, as to do credit to his feelings. It 
was a fair, open expression of his opinion; but he did not admit that, 
because nineteen or twenty Returning Officers had been allowed to escape, 
that this one should be the scapegoat, to carry the sins of his predecessors 
away into the wilderness. 4 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE said, that he supposed the hon. member re- 
ferred to him. What he had stated was that their having allowed the other 
Returning Officers to go free was no reason why they should allow the one 
before the house to escape punishment. He would also state, that he had 
voted against all the Returning Officers referred to. 


MR. WILSON continued.--He had no feeling about the matter, he only 
wanted to see justice done, and he would allow the house to pursue that 
course which it thought best to vindicate its privileges and do justice to 
the country. 06 


MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE.--I am exceedingly glad, Sir, that as I was about 
to rise a moment ago my hon. friend from London should have risen before me; 
I am glad, because I think my hon. friend had given that example of calm 
deliberative discussion which will have commended itself to every hon. 
member in the House. (Loud cries of hear, hear.) I am glad, not that I 
have for the first time to learn the man's qualities which distinguish 
my hon. friend--for I have long known him--but because, in certain 
deductions which I feel myself obliged to make from the evidence in this 
case, I have been preceded by one who cannot be supposed to be influenced 
by any partial considerations in his views on the question. I should 
apologize to the House for presuming to offer the few observations which 
fell from the honourable gentlemen opposite to which I desire to reply 
before me for that purpose. But before I heard the observations of the 
day, I should have felt that I insulted this House, and every member of 
this House, if I dropped a single expression calculated to express a hope 
that they would approach the consideration of this subject deliberately, 
and as judges (hear, hear.) I should have felt, Sir, that in calling 
loudly upon others to consider for their own sake, and for the country's 
sake, the position in which they stand, I should have betrayed strong 
internal evidence that I myself was not under the influence of the very 
feelings which I called upon others to act upon. But, Sir, when after 
the grave lectures which we have heard from a variety of members on the 
other side, in the propriety of which I do not concur, and which as far 
as we are concerned, I consider needless, I consider them not only useless 
but as bringing to the minds of hon. gentlemen the state of feeling under 
which they ought to act and speak, but as insulting to every man who sits 
here as a judge; but, Sir, when I heard the hon. member for Sherbrooke who 
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presumed to tell us the character in which we are here, expend the time of 
the house for hours, not to the calm consideration of the evidence before 
it but in--I was going to make use of an expression which I am glad I have 
checked--a species of sarcasm which I at all events have not been in the 
habit of hearing used, when I heard the whole of the hon. gentleman's 
address continued in such a manner, and when at last I found that it de- 
scended to personal observations on the mode of life of an hon. gentleman 
near mé. (Mr. Hincks,) I confess; Siry that) fT thought that if the hon. 
gentlemen laid their heads on their pillows, reflecting that on the morrow 
they were to rise as judges, they would have done their duty better to their 
country and better consulted their own position than to waste the time 
of the House in delivering a lecture to other hon. members. (Hear, hear.) 
Sir, we have been told that this honble. House is the prototype of a Giant 
Court held in the infernal regions, we have been told that the principles 
upon which this investigation has been carried on are the principles which 
govern that. Court. (Laughter...) “And, (§ir,) Db will candidly confess thatrat 
first, not knowing that the hon. member for Sherbrooke (Mr. Gugy, who had 
preceded him in the debate) came from thence, I was disposed to doubt the 
testimony which the hon. gentleman gave. (A laugh.) I was disposed to 
question it, I have never been there. (Laughter.) I am a stranger, and I 
cannot pretend to tell the House by what rules justice is administered there, 
but the hon. member gave it so ex cathedra that really moved as I was to question 
the truth of it myself, I at last felt compelled to come to the conclusion 
that he really had some more intimate acquaintance with the infernal regions 
than I gave him credit for. (Cheers and laughter.) Because, when the hon. 
member so far forgot the feelings under which I know he must act, when he 
so transgressed the bounds of propriety and gentlemanly feeling as to con- 
descend to personal remarks of the character to which I have before alluded, 
I felt compelled to come to the conclusion that the hon. member comes from 
some part of the world of which I know nothing. As I heard the hon. gentle- 
man vouch for his Satanic Majesty's mode of administering justice--a mode of 
which I know nothing--the words of the great poet and Statesman occurred to 
me who in describing his Satanic Majesty as he appeared here on earth, when 
contemplating the happiness and prosperity which reigned in the garden of Eden, 
says in words which I have always admired-- 

"Aside the devil turned for envy'"--(Cheers.) 
If the house can find anything applicable to any hon. member, in those words, 
the house is at liberty to make the application--(Hear, hear.) Now Sir, 
laying aside the character in which the house is to approach the consider- 
ation of this question, which I am sure every hon. member feels and feels 
deeply, I am at a loss to know what it is in the shape of argument from 
the hon. gentlemen on the other side that I am called upon to meet. It 
is true that an hon. gentleman, said that allusion to what took place in 
former times in respect to the return of members was out of place, that it 
had no effect and ought to have none upon hon. members. Well, this is the 
first time I ever heard it asserted, that the frequency of a crime ought to 
have no effect upon the minds of those who are to sit and judge upon it. 
The hon. member for Sherbrooke has tortured the arguments used on this side 
of the house as if we meant to say that because 19 Returning Officers have 
gone free, therefore the 20th shall have a severe punishment inflicted on 
him. Surely the hon. member can hardly have misunderstood our argument 
to that extent, we did not say that because 19 Returning Officers have 
got off and their derelictions of duty gone unpunished, therefore the 20th 
must be punished. But what did we say? We say that this is not a new 
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crime; it is not a crime that has occurred to-day, for the first time and 
which we may not see again. We say look back to the elections of 1836 and 
tell us whether the proceedings of the elections in Upper Canada in that 
year give us no lesson as to what Returning Officers may do, and other 

high functionaries too (Cheers) we say, go to the elections of 1841 and 

see the manner in which the rights of the people of this Province have 

been outraged by Returning Officers, (Cheers) we say go to the elections 

of 1844 and see whether the Returning Officers of that time have not con- 
ducted themselves in such a manner as to lead us to the belief that offences 
of this kind may come again; aye, and we meant something further, we meant 
to say look at the manner in which the courts appointed to decide upon those 
elections did decide!--(Cheers.) See how, when the Returning Officer had 
even done the injustice which the law had placed it in his power to do-- 
how difficult, shall I say how impossible it was to obtain justice (Cheers). 
Are we then to be told by hon. members that the recurrence of this crime 
during every election whereat the great constitutional questions which 

have agitated this country have been tried up to the last election-- 

crimes perpetrated by the Returning Officers is a matter of no consequence? 
Oh! no. But, sir, I think we may stand here on higher grounds. I think, 

I may say, and hope we shall have credit for it in some quarters at least 
that not only were we desirous that the smallest possible amount of punish- 
ment should be inflicted, but all with whom I have conversed on the subject 
have expressed their anxious wish that if possible the question could have 
been put away. (Loud cries of hear, hear.) We are far from seeking this 
punishment for the purpose of revenge. Why, sir the God who made us has 
placed in our bosoms that which forbids us to revenge--such a feeling may 
be the feeling of the few. God forbid I should conclude it is the feeling 
of the many; the heart revolts and turns from it. (Cheers.) This proceed- 
ing had been sought and studiously sought to be avoided, but what is the 
crime with which this gentleman is charged? with polluting the sources of 
all law. (Hear, hear.) The refusal to return a member to this House is not 
a crime against an individual only, it is a crime against the whole people, 
an attempt to pollute the body from whom all the laws of the land proceed, 
well, sir, if in 1836--that I may fully illustrate my arguments and may 

not be supposed to act on light grounds, which I should deprecate--if in 
1836, instead of the violence and practices then resorted to, which filled 
the House of Assembly of Upper Canada with members, such as we have heard 
of, if men had been placed there disposed to enlarge and better our 
constitution, instead of those who violently and unscrupulously opposed 
that system of government which is now acknowledged, not only by this 
country, but by every statesman in England to be the law of this country, 
if instead of such men as that, men had been placed there disposed to take 
their stand by constitutional grounds-- 


SIR A. MACNAB rose to order, to know whether the conduct of the House of 
Assembly of Upper Canada on Responsible Government had anything to do with 
the question before the House. If the hon. Sol. General was permitted to 
proceed in this strain, those hon. members on his (Sir A.'s) side of the 
House who held seats in the Upper Canada Assembly, must have an opportunity 
afforded them of reply.69 


MR. MORIN, the SPEAKER thought the hon. member was in order; he was 
alluding to the elections, and the manner in whicn they had been carried 
on. (Hear, hear.)/9 
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MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE was showing when he was interupted, that this was 
not an individual question, had this been a case of individual wrong, there 
was not, he believed a single gentleman on this side of the House, who would 
not gladly have dropped the motion, but he could assure hon. members that this 
was not such a case, it was a case of an attempt to pollute the whole sources 
of the law--a case which if tolerated, would enable men to be placed in 
this House, disposed to rob the people of their rights, men disposed to 
assist tyrants if they exist, men disposed to lend their votes, he would not 
say for money he would not say for place, he would not say for what, but 
disposed to uphold any Government however corrupt. (Hear, hear.) And were 
they to be told because they desired to keep the House purified from men of 
this class, that they acted from mere personal considerations? (Cheers.) 

It had been said by several hon. members opposite, that it would be a waste 
of time to discuss, with minuteness, the evidence in this case, and he heard 
an observation from his hon. friend from London, the other night in which 

he could entirely concur. The hon. gentleman said that legal sparring was 
becoming to the House. He (Mr. Blake) quite agreed in that opinion, and it 
was not his intention or design, on the present occasion, to enter into a 
strict and scrupulous examination of what the witness had said, but he 

would tell the House two rules in which he thought they would agree 

with him, that could guide them safely in forming a judgment in this matter. 
First, they might reason on what Mr. Vansittart had himself declared as being 
true; there was no other ground which he proposed to take, when he found 

Mr. Vansittart, after a lapse of 9 months, calling to the bar of the House, 
two or three witnesses to contradict portions of what was said by a witness 
on a former occasion, by Mr. George Brown when he found that in the exam- 
ination of these witnesses as to what passed on the occasion of the election 
case has been taken to abstain from asking as to several things which were 
said by Mr. Brown to have passed, and he was prepared to maintain that 

where Mr. Brown's evidence had been attempted to be contradicted, there had 
been no contradiction, but where he found facts avoided by Mr. Brown, and 
these witnesses not asked a solitary question concerning them, it was fair 
to assume these facts to be true. (Hear, hear.) An attempt had been made 
by these witnesses to disprove a certain part of Mr. Brown's testimony; 

but there were other facts deeply important to Mr. Vansittart's defence, 
capable of proof, concerning which they had heard not one word. There 

were three classes of facts, then, which he (Mr. Blake) took to be true 

in forming his judgment on this matter. First, what Mr. Vansittart himself 
declared, second, what has been stated in evidence and not contradicted 

or attempted to be contradicted; and third, facts attempted to be contradict- 
ed, but not satisfactorily disproved. (Hear, hear.) Before, however, he 
proceeded to the investigation of the evidence, he had a few remarks to make, 
on a remark which fell from the honorable member from Hamilton, who said 
that he had felt indignant at observations made by the hon. member for 
Oxford, that he had understood the parliamentary rule to be, that every 
person brought to the bar of the house was entitled to the protection of the 
House, and that to attribute any motives to any person at the bar, was, in 
his opinion, wrong and unbecoming. He would ask did the hon. and gallant 
Knight, when he hurled at honble members on this side of the house, the 
expressions that this was a most vindictive, unparliamentary prosecution, 
feel any of the kindness for other people's feelings and character, which 

he felt for the individual taking his trial at the bar? (Cheers.) If the 


601 


hon. and gallant Knight felt at liberty to use such hard language as "vindic- 
tive and unparliamentary" with what show of reason could he complain of what 
was said respecting the criminal at the bar? But bringing it to a closer test, 
members on both sides of the House know that Mr. Vansittart had acted illegal- 
ly, committed a high crime, and infringed the privileges of the House. Upon 
this point they had already decided; and their object now was to find out the 
motives which impelled the commission of the offence; and how in the name of 
common sense, could that point be discussed, without imputing motives to Mr. 
Vanelttart. ~Glears) 

The learned Solicitor General then proceeded to comment at great length on 
the evidence, entering minutely into the various points contained in it 
especially/1l the question of the intention of the party offending. It was not 
for them to dive into the secret of intentions--but the intention must be de- 
rived from the act itself, when they judged as to guilt or innocence. He went 
on to the case of Smith O'Brien. According to the doctrine of those opposite, 
the intention in that case might be said to be good; the House could not enter 
into the question of intention; they were to be drawn from his conduct. Mr. 
V. had doubted the validity of qualification of the Hon. Inspector-General. 

He had consulted with three different Lawyers, Messrs. Hughes, Hatt, and 
Cameron. How came it he acted wrongly after consulting all these authorities 
who must have known that Mr. V. was wrong. Hon. members did not deny the 
doubts in Mr. V.'s mind. Did they, whom he thought necessary to refer to, 
(so strong were his doubts,) say yea or nay to him, and if so, how could he 
continue to doubt on the subject. Could he or any one else, hesitate as to 
the result of those doubts, i.e. to prevent the return of the Hon. Inspector- 
General. These doubts should be evinced by the refusal to allow that Hon. 
member to be nominated; after the nomination day, no candidate could be 
received. But oh! it had been said, that the change of polling days had 
taken place out of kindness for the Liberal candidate, but this motive was 
totally unproved by the witnesses produced--nothing whatever was said upon 
this subject by Major Deeds. Moreover, Mr. V. did not decide as to the legal- 
ity of qualification until the polling time. How was it he never said to 

the candidate, "if you do not produce a proper qualification on that occasion, 
I cannot let you come forward; I postponed the polling days to meet your 
difficulty, &c..? ' But no, he was allowed to come forward, and then only 
did he (Mr. V.) make known his determination. He hoped the inference he 

drew from the evidence would not cause hon. members to say that he acted 
contrary to the duty of a Judge. He duly considered the position of one 
waiting to receive the judgment of the House. He went on to observe, that 

if any of the professional men, in the order in which Mr. V. consulted them, 
had expressed an opinion contrary to his wishes, and he had then referred 

to another, could his conduct in such a case be considered? Why go to so 
many? This was a tender cord touched upon by the hon. member for London, 

who remarked, "what use was it for Mr. V. to ask advice from an adversary?" 
The truth was, the purport of the opinion of the three first references 

were unfavorable to Mr. V., who then took advantage of Mr. Cameron passing 

in a flying manner through the place, who, on being asked, said "it was all 
right.'' There was no evidence of any of these professional men brought up 

on the part of Mr. V., and this omission he could not account for. The hon. 
member for Hamilton had, in the case of his (Mr. B.'s) County, advised that 
such a course as that now sought to be adopted by Mr. V., would be wrong. 

He then commented upon the fact that Mr. V. having, at the commencement of 
the polling, been in private consultation with Mr. Carroll, and on being re- 
monstrated with, maintained his right to speak with his friends. He also 
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alluded in strong terms to the fact of none of the four professional advisers 
of Mr. V. being brought up to give evidence, and said that fact led to the 
conclusion that the advice of three of them, at least, was against him, and 
that his determination was made from the first to prevent the return of the 
Liberal candidate. 


COL. GUGY rose amidst cries of '"spoke.'"'--Hon. members seemed to forget 
that there was an amendment before the House. He had been, on three several 
occasions, accused of consuming the time of the House. Without any expression 
of contempt, he might perhaps, be open to such an imputation. /3 


MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE said, he did not tax him with wasting the time of_the 
House, in the abstract, but objected to his (Col. G.'s) mode of advising. 


COL. GUGY should be sorry to expose himself to such an attack. It was amus- 
ing to see some people, aping the pedagogue, attempting to teach hon. members, 
without their having learned themselves. He feared not being placed in the 
scale with the Solicitor General West; he should not kick the beam. They could 
well spare the time spent by the hon. member, who had seemed to have forgotten 
that classical refinement, which was inherent in the manner of every gentleman, 
when he alluded to his (Col. G.'s) acquaintances with the Infernal Regions-- 
(Much laughter.) He did not see the wit and application of this allusion. /5 
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Fire, fire, from several members. 


COL. GUGY (C(continued:)) Yes, he said that kind of fire proceeded from the 
other side, concealed by the smoke, and perfectly innocuous, which caused as 
much alarm as the flies and moschetoes (sic) in the backwoods. He had been said 
to have spoken strongly of the conduct of the Solicitor General West to Mr. Van- 
sittart; he had spoken on the defensive, although, perchance, he might have 
spoken more stringently than those dared to do, who were obliged to crouch at 
the feet of their masters. (Hear, hear, and long and continued cheering.) Was 
that cheer one of approbation or not?--(Yes, yes.) Had they ever seen the mal- 
ignant glance of the Hyena, scowling in his impotent rage the fellest of the 
fell?--The present case reminded him of the fable of the wolf and the lamb, for 
it was aptly illustrated by the brutality of the party now in power--the pat- 
tern of rationality, truly, who must punish Mr. V., (because, forsooth, other 
Returning Officers in 1844 had misconducted themselves) not on account of his 
own crimes, of a later date; yes, the wolf and the lamb.--There stood Mr. V., 
helpless, bound hand and foot, and like the grim wolf, they might have the 
power, but not the rightoto crush him. “He thought of the rat” caught ina trap, 
which caused the man of the house, on reflecting how he could clense (sic) his 
abode of such customers, singe the vermin, and so let it escape, in order to 
apprize other rats that there was hot work in a certain quarter that hon. gen- 
tlemen wot of. Even so had Mr. V. been treated. He was amused with the did- 
actic and sublimely metaphorical part of the remarks of the hon. Solicitor 
General West. With reference to cases of 1843 and 1844, he should not retort 
upon hon. members as he might do; but what, in the name of reason and common 
sense, had the one case to do with the other? He would remind hon. members 
opposite, that "by the same measure they measure to others, it shall be 
meted out to them." And he would forewarn the Solicitor General West, that 
he would bitterly repent his present unjustifiable proceedings. roy. nad 
been accused of attempting to predispose the electors to support tyrants-- 
that is, if they existed; perhaps the hon. member would tell them where 
they existed, if any where but in his prolific imagination. He had read 
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of Don Quixotte charging the windmills, and or Tom Thumb vanquishing giants; 
such was the case with the hon. member opposite, who, like Tom, created 
giants for the purpose of destroying them; or who resembled the glass 
blower's apprentice, who blew out his frail materials in order to demolish 
them with his stick. He went on to deny the justice of the parallel drawn 
between the present case and that of Smith O'Brien--a man who was taken with 
arms in his hands in direct and forcible rebellion against his Sovereign. // 


MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE denied having asserted the similarity of the two 
78 
cases. 


COL. GUGY acknowledged the doctrine of the intention being derivable 
from the actions; it required no Daniel to tell him what any boy knew, but 
the application of which required heads cleverer than those he then had in 
his eye. Persons striking with murderous weapons are presumed to have an 
corresponding intention--but if the mere act invariably denoted a wrongful 
motive, would they blame the Sheriff, who acted under orders from the Court? 
A Returning Officer, commissioned by the Crown, and under oath, must act, and 
for a refusal so to do, a fine was imperative.--The present arguments of 
hon. members opposite might succeed elsewhere, but it was contrary to the 
laws of Parliament, composed of men of education and enlightened principles. 
The Solicitor General West had carped at the opinion of Mr. Cameron, late 
Solicitor Gen'l. 


MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE denied this;--he entertained the greatest respect 
for that gentleman. 80 


COL. GUGY.--The greatest respect! while at the same time he (Mr. B.) 
went out of his way to accuse Mr. Cameron of giving erroneous opinions,-- 
a manner of adverting to a gentleman, (who was absent) which must arouse 
universal indignation. He (Col. G.) was not intimate with him, but, from 
his observations on former occasions he considered him as a most hon. member, 
whose remarks abounded with luminous and just arguments, and as one who 
certainly would not suffer by comparison with the Hon. Attorney-General, 
West. Having thus far alluded to the present question, he must express his 
conviction that a system based upon such support must come to speedy des- 
truction. 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS said that in the remarks he had previously made, 
he had confined himself to the question before the house, and attempted to 
form a correct judgment on the facts before them. In pursuing that course 
he was happy to say he had met the approbation of the hon. member for London, 
and in expressing his own gratification he expressed82 he doubted not83 
that of every man on his side of the house. It seemed, however, that he 
had excited the indignation of the hon. member for Sherbrooke, and he only 
rose to say that he regarded the insolence of the hon. member for Sherbrooke 
with the most utter and sovereign contempt. &4 (Loud cries of order.)% 


MR. H. SHERWOOD (Toronto) here moved to extend the time for receiving 
Petitions on Private Bills to lst March next. 96 


MR. PAPINEAU said the motion could not be received, as a motion of Order 
was now before the Chair, that must take precedence of all other matters. 98/ 


MR. RICHARDS addressed the House at some length, saying, that if88 the 
gentleman at the bar of the House89, the friend of the Opposition, was in his 
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present unpleasant position, they might thank themselves for it, by their 
bringing the laws into contempt while they were in power; when parties 
were alleged to have been forced by them to vote against conscience. 


1 
Loud cries of name, name, from the Opposition pepcuee ts 


MR. RICHARDS ((continued:)) He ridiculed the recommendation of the 
hon. member for Sherbrooke, to hon. members to regard the question coolly and 
calmly. They certainly had a queer specimen of his coolness that day. It 
had been urged that the Returning Officer's duty was of a judicial character; 
but it was so only until nomination, after which that officer was functus 
afficio, and acted in a purely Ministerial capacity. He referred to the law 
upon the point. 72 Now he would ask this question--Whether, if the Returning 
Officer for the County of Oxford had desired to trick the electors out of 
their rights, it would have been possible for him to adopt a course better 
adapted to accomplish that purpose. On the other hand supposing him to have 
been actuated by honest and fair motives, nothing was encountered but dif- 
ficulty and contradiction. First, the House was told that Mr. Vansittart did 
not refuse the qualification at first, because he desired to allow Mr. Hincks 
to send up another; but when this other was sent up, it was said that it 
was too late. Then it was alleged that he knew the party for whom he acted 
would be in a minority in Parliament; but the hon. member for Durham, by 
comparing dates had shown that this could not be so. After having once 
admitted the qualification so far as to call on the electors to vote, the 
returning officer's judicial quality ceased, and he had nothing more to do 
except to pursue the plain course required by law. The hon. member for 
Sherbrooke had approached the subject with language anything but consonant 
with the dignity of the House. He had even descended to personalities and 
spoke of the smiles of the hon. Inspector-General. He might tell the hon. 
member that his own smiles were not particularly winning, and that if he 
had a looking-glass before him, while he was speaking, the House would 
probably have less of them-- 

"Oh, wad some power the giftie gie us." 

Well, now, he would ask, if the conduct of the returning officer were not a 
direct violation of the rights of the freeholders of Oxford--what was it? 
The hon. member for London sustained every principle contended for on that 
Side of the House, and yet he would not call the act of the returning 
officer by its right name. The returning officer asked the electors to say, 
if they would have the hon. Francis Hincks as their representative: they 
said yes; and then the returning officer declared the other candidate duly 
elected. He ought not to have done this; he was stopped from making such 
a declaration by the fact of his having put the question to the electors. 
He could not say that Mr. Vansittart had acted correctly; perhaps his 
judgment was perverted; but there was reason to fear it might have been 
perverted to return the candidate of his own party, as it was to appoint 
deputy returning officers exclusively from that party.--The House could not 
take into consideration who the party was, who was before them; but they 
could and ought to remember how often these offences had been committed. 
Mr. Vansittart's own friends admitted that he had done wrong; he ought 
then to be punished in such a way as Returning Officers in general would 
feel the most, which was by loss of office.93 


MR. J. A. MACDONALD (Kingston) rose amidst loud cries of question. He 
dwelt in severe terms on the very important position of the hon. Inspector 
General, who had acted bothas an accuser and judge in a personal matter. 

He blamed strongly the vindictive behaviour of that hon. gentleman through- 
out an affair in which it would have been far more creditable to him not to 
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have meddled, but to have left it to the hands of Parliament. He alluded 
to the course adopted in returning that hon. member at the last Election 
but one. In the present case, he should be heard as before an Election 
Committee, acting as his own Advocate, not as a Judge,--This case, he re- 
gretted to say, would cause a painful sensation in the country, as being 
contrary to law, and being marked by ungenerous and vindictive feelings 

on the part of hon. members opposite, and as one that was totally unworthy 
of the Advisers of the Crown. He regretted also that these proceedings had 
not commenced during the present Session; they would have been treated much 
better, for he was convinced that the talents and knowledge of the Attorney 
General West would not have allowed an unfortunate, powerless, individual, 
like, Mr. V., to be so treated.--(Hear, hear.) Such proceedings would not 
be sanctioned in England, where a party so charged had a patient hearing, 
to investigate fully the facts, as to guilt or innocence, and would be 
allowed the assistance of Counsel; but now there was no altering the 

solemn decision of Parliament, obtained, certainly from the mere naked 

fact of his not having returned the candidate having the majority of votes, 
and without affording an opportunity for explanations connected therewith. 
The whole affair reminded him of the account given by Scott, of the custom, 
at a certain period, on the confines of England and Scotland, where a man 
was hanged and tried afterwards. In alluding to the defence of Mr. v.94 


No, from MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS, excuse. 


MR. J. A. MACDONALD ((continued:)) Was that a defence in which all the 
cunning and ingenuity of cross-examination, and every artifice to make Mr. 
V. criminate himself, was practised, not only by the hon. member for Midd- 
lesex, who was well able to do more than was necessary, but by numbers of 
hon. members besides? Was this what the hon. the Inspector-General called 
receiving excuses? When a statement had been made, it should have been 
allowed to rest there, instead of their having a witness (Mr. Brown) forced 
upon them, who called out loud enough to be heard in the Reporter's gallery, 
to are hon. Solicitor General East, "I can disprove that, have me up," 

&e. 


MR. SOL. GEN. DRUMMOND denied this. He had acted better towards Mr. V. 
than others. He had not the same feeling as many had against him. He did 
not cross-examine him, and Mr. V. ought to feel thankful to him for his 
forbearance. 9/ 


MR. J. A. MACDONALD.--Attempts had been made to do away with the effect 
of the evidence. Certainly Mr. V. would not have consulted four professional 
friends, if he had imagined their feelings were against him. He wrote to the 
Attorney and Solicitor-General, but either received no answer, or received 
it too late. He then consulted Mr. Hughes. 78 
MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS repeated twice, "The paid agent of my epeenene st 

MR. J. A. MACDONALD--No matter, he was a lawyer, and a good one. He 
then spoke to the others, who all clearly stated their opinions that Mr. 
Hincks was not valid. With these united opinions what could Mr. V. do? 
The law decided, that if the candidate did not produce a sufficient qual- 
ification, he could not be elected. He then alluded to the remarks made 
as to Mr. J. Hilyard Cameron. 


MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE.--No. He had a high respect for that gentleman, but 
he had feared that Mr. C.'s political views were an obstacle to his giving 
an honest and impartial opinion. He denied the fact of the four professional 
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men's advice, as stated by the hon. member for eines ronte a 
MR. J. A. MACDONALD.--Let the hon. member's own side disprove his 

assertion by evidence. It was their business. He would stand by it. 

Were he similarly situated to Mr. V., he would have perfect confidence 

in the opinions of hon. members, however opposed to him in politics. Mr. 

V. did so; he even asked the opinion of the Law Officers of the Crown, who, 

be it remembered, are responsible for the advice they give. Much ridicule 

has been cast upon the kindness of Mr. V. towards the liberal candidate, 

and very unjustly; great suspicion, too, was sought to be cast upon the 

fact of the polling days being changed; but the very good reason for this 

was, that on the two days first appointed, various Courts of Law were 

sitting, and consequently occupied much of the time and attention of a 

considerable number of persons, clients, jurors witnesses, &c. (Question.) 

He then dwelt upon the great expense that had fallen upon Mr. V. in this 

unpleasant business. The reason that brought him here with witnesses 

was, not to put aside the judgment of the House, but, as an honourable- 

minded man, he wished to defend his character against the attacks made 

upon it by Mr. Brown. (Question.) He hoped and trusted the House would 

act with leniency towards Mr. V.'s infirmity of judgment in this particular. 


MR. MORIN, the SPEAKER here declared the House adjourned, it being six 
o'clock. 103 


(76) 
At stx o'clock, P. M., pursuant to Order, the House was adjourned by 
Mr. Speaker, without a Question first put, till Monday next. 
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APPENDIX: 9 FEBRUARY 1849. 
((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: REDUCING TOLLS IN UPPER CANADA.) ) 


MR. ROBINSON ((inquired)) whether it was the intention of the Ministry 
to expend the balance of the grant of £1000 for reducing the tolls on the 
town of Mono and Adjala, in the District of Simcoe, and for the Nottawanga 
Road, during the coming summer, 104 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS stated that he could not hold out any hopes of 
its being done.105 


FOOTNOTES: 9 FEBRUARY 1849. 


1. The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 14 February 1849; 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 12 February 1849, and HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 February 
1849, in identical accounts; BRITISH WHIG and BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 15 
February 1849, PILOT, 12 February 1849, and GLOBE, 17 February 1849, 
in identical accounts. Commentaries may be found in LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 
13 February 1849, PILOT, 12 February 1849, and BRITISH WHIG, 13 February 
1849. Whenever necessary, selections are reproduced from the HAMILTON 
SPECTATOR instead of the less legible MONTREAL GAZETTE, and the GLOBE 


2. GLOBE, 17 February 1849. 
3. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 February 1849. 
4. GLOBE, 17 February 1849. 
5. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 February 1849. 
6. GLOBE, 17 February 1849. 
7. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 February 1849. 
8. GLOBE, 17 February 1849. 
9. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 February 1849. 
10. GLOBE, 17 February 1849. 
11. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 February 1849. 
12. GLOBE, 17 February 1849. 
13. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 February 1849. 
14. GLOBE, 17 February 1849. 
15. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 February 1849. 
LG... (LBLD. 
17. -LBID. 
13.  LBiD. 
19... IBID. 
20a =LBLD. 
215 LBL. 
222. iLB1D: 
2 5ce eB. 
24. PILOT, 14 February 1849. 
25. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 February 1849. 
2 PILOT, 14 February 1849. 
27. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 February 1849. 
28. PILOT, 14 February 1849. The ellipses represent illegible words. 
29. PILOT, 14 February 1849. 
30... EBID. 
31. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 February 1849. 
52. - LEID; 
353) @ Loos 
34. PILOT, 14 February L849. 
35. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 February 1849. 
36. ° IBID. 
50 st LBL. 
365 LBL. 
39. PILOT, 14 February 1849. 
40. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 February 1849. 
AL be 
42). (LO LD 
435. SBiD:. 
44. IBID: 


instead of the PILOT. 


PILOT, 14 February 1849. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 February 
IBID. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 February 
BED 

LB EDR 

182248) 

IBID. 

LELDE 

EBID! 


PILOT, 14 February 1849. The ellipses represent illegible words. 


HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 February 
PILOT, 14 February 1849. 

IBID. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 February 
PILOT, 14 February 1849. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 February 
PILOT, 14 February 1849. 

eBLD. 

IBID. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 February 
he LD. 

PILOT, 12 February 1849. 

GLOBE, 17 February 1849. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 February 
IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

ISB) 

IBID. 

EBID. 

GLOBE, 17 February 1849. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 February 
GLOBE, 17 February 1849. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 February 
TBID. 

IBID. 

LBID. 

GLOBE, 17 February 1849. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 February 
IBID. 

IBID. 

GLOBE, 17 February 1849. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 February 
IBID. 

<BID, 

Pei. 
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1849. 


The PILOT, 14 February 1849, has £10. 


1849, 


1849. 


1849. 


1849. 


1849. 


1849, 


1849. 


1849. 


1849. 


UGG Ts. 


98. 

99. 
100. 
101. 
102. 
103. 
104. 
105. 
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IBID. 
IBID. 
IBID. 
IBID. 
IBID. 
IBID. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 12 February 1849. 
IBID. 


MONDAY, 12 FEBRUARY 1849. 


(76) 
Toronto Me- MR. Speaker latd before the House, a Statement 
chanites! Instt- of the real and personal estate of the Toronto 
tute. Mechanies' Instttute. 
Appendix (U.) For the satd Statement, see Appendix (U.) 


A number of Petitions were brought up, a considerable portion of which 
were without dates or signatures; some had documents attached to them which 
were not alluded to in the Petition; and one was addressed to the Governor; 
all of which were refused by the Speaker.1l 


(76) 
Pettttons The following Pettttons were severally brought 
brought up. up, and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. Smtth, of Frontenac,--The Petition of George M'Leod and others, 
of the Village of Portsmouth, Townshtp of Kingston. 

By Mr. Brooks,--The Petttton of Willtam Ritchte, on behalf of the 
Trustees of the Sherbrooke Academy. 

By Mr. Beaubten, --The Petition of the Mayor and Counctllors of the 
of the Muntctpal Counctl of the Village_St. John, County of. Chambly. 


By Mr. Stevenson,--The Petition of Will William an Blakely and others, of the 
ae Conecesston of Ameltasburgh, District of | Prince Edward; and the Petttton 


f Robert C. Wilkins and others, of Ameliasburgh, Dt District of Prince Edward. 

By Mr. M'Lean,--The Petttton of James Bowte, of the City of Montreal, 
Esqutre. 

By Mr. Bell,--The Petitton of Dantel Villtard and others, of the Town- 
shtp of Pakenham, District of Bathurst. 

By Mr. Chabot,--The Petition of George O'Kill Stuart, Esquire, Mayor, 
on behalf of the tnhabttants of the City of Quebec; the Petttton of William 
Ruthven, of Quebec; the Petttton of the Quebec Friendly Soectety; and the 
Petttton of John Bireh and others, of Quebec. 

the Honorable Mr. Boulton,--The Petition of Israel W. Powell, Esquire, 
@id others, of Port Dover in, the Distrtat of Talbot, and tts vicinity. 

By Mr. Wetenhall--The Petition of Levt Willison and others, of the Town- 
snip oy f Trafalgar, D: District of Gore; the Petition of the Municipal Coumerl of 
the District of Gore (Property tn spare ee the Petttton of John Miller 
and others, of the Tomshtp of Nelson, District of Gore; and 1 the Petition 
of Samuel Stanton and others, of Dumfries. 

By Mr. Taché,--The Petition of Samuel Bradley, of St. Germain de_ 
Rimouskt, trader; the Petttton of the Trtbe of Amaleette Indtans restding 
tn the Towunshtps in the rear of the Partsh of L'Isle Verte; and the Petttton 
of Ntcolas Boucher, of St. Arséne, Teacher. 

By Mr. Chauveau,--The Petttton of the Reltgtous Ladies of the Communtty 
of the General Hospttal of Quebec; the Petttion oF the Institut Canadien de 
Québec; the Petttton of John Fraser and others, 0 f Ristigouche; and the 
Petition of P.M. Bardy, Esquire, and others of ie City of Quebec. 

By Mr. M' Farland, --The Petttton of John Graybtel and others, of the 
District of Niagara. Niagara. 

By Mr, Gugy , --The Petition of Edward Hale, Esquire, and others, of the 
Toum and vicinity of Sherprege District of St. Franets. 

By Mr. Holmes,--The Petttton of the Faculty of Medicine of the Unt- 
verstty of MeGtll College. 
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By the Honorable Mr. Cameron, of Kent,--The Petttton of John C. W. 
Daly, Esquire, and others, Magistrates and District Counetllors of the 
eastern sectton of the Dtstrtct of Huron. 

By Str Allan N. MacNab,--The Petitton of the Prestdent and Dtrectors 


of the Ntagara Falls ara Falls Suspension Bridge Company. 


Pettttons read. Pursuant to the Order of the day, the followtng 
Pettttons were read:-- 

Of Robert Griffith and others, of the Township of Cayuga, County of 
Haldimand; praying that the satd County be erected into a new Distrtet. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Ntagara; praying that the 
Census of the Province may not be agatn taken before the year 1855. 

Of Augustin Martineau and others, of the County of Kamouraska; praying 
for the repeal of the Educatton Law, and the enactment of a more voluntary 
system. 

Of the Reverend L. A. Bourret and others, of Ste. Anne La Pocattére 
and the Tounship of Inworth; praying for aid to extend the Road known as 
the Government Road. 

Of Theophilus Rtekaby and others, of the Town of Three Rivers; praytng 
that the Common of the satd Town may be vested tn the Muntetpal Counctl. 

Of Richard E. Vidal, Esquire, and others, of Port Sarnia; praying 
for the adoptton of measures of atd tn the constructton of a Ratlroad lead- 
tng from Quebec to the western limtts of the Province. 

Of J. R. Freeman and others, of the Town of Chatham; praying that the 
Charter of the Neagara and Detrott Rivers Ratlroad Company may be renewed, 
with certain amendments. 

Of George Hyde and others, of the northern Tounshtps of the County of 
Kent; praying that the satd Tounshtps may be set apart as a separate Dts- 
trtet, but that they may remain annexed to the Western District unttl thetr 
population shall warrant such a dtvtston. 

Of Messteurs Hamilton and Thomson, and others engaged tn the Timber 
Trade of Canada; praytng that no alteratton may be made tn the Lumber Act, 
unless sought for by those dtrectly interested tn the character and pro- 
teetton of the satd Trade. 

Of John Vanstckle and others, of the Township of Beverly, District of 
Gore; praying that no dtvtston may be made of the satd District. 

is W. Miller and others, of the Townshtp of West Flamborough, District 
of Gore; praying that no division may be made of the said District. 

Of the Right Reverend Patrick Phelan, Bishop of Carrhae, and Admtn- 
tstrator of the Diocese of ' Kingston, and others, Catholtes of Upper Canada; 
praying that suttable proviston be made for the College of Regtopolis. 

Of Abraham Schooley and others, of the District of Ntagara; praytng 
that the Charter of the Ntagara and Detrott Rivers Railroad Company may be 
renewed. 

Of the Reverend Louts Poulin and others, of the Partsh of St. Istdore, 
County of Dorchester; praying that the arrears of rents due on unconceded 
lands tn the satd Partsh be remitted,--that Deeds of Concession be granted 
for the satd lands, and the fees of the Agents reduced. 

Of Siméon Larochelle and others, of the Parish of St. Anselme, County 
of Dorchester; complaining of certain new charges imposed upon them by the 
Setgntor of Lauzon, and praytng to be relteved from the payment of such 
charges for the future. 


(77) 
Of Amable Paré and others, of the Parish of St. Istdore de Lauzon, 
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County of Dorchester; praying for the adoption of measures to factlitate the 
commutation of lands held en fief and en censtve. 

Of the Very Reverend_A. | Matlloux and others, of the Partsh of St. Charles, 
County of Bellechasse; praying for the adoption of certain measures to re- 
strain the evils of Intemperance. 

Of the Reverend J. Asselin and others, of the Part sh of L'Ange Gardten, 
County of Montmorency. 3 praying for the adoption of certatn measures to 
fe es the evils artsing from Intemperance. 

Of the Reverend E. Payment and others, of the Parish of Charlesbourg, 
County of Quebec; praying for the adoption of measures to prevent the grant- 
tng of Tavern Licenses in the satd Partsh. 

Of James Sampson and others, tnhabttants of Lot No. 24, ftrst Coneesston 
of Kingston; praying that the satd Lot may be tneluded tn the Corporation 
of Kingston, as ts proposed by the Btll to amend the Act tnecorporating the 
satd City. 

Of John Young and others of the City of Hamilton; praying for an Act 
of Incorporation, under the name of the Ontarto Marine and Fire Insurance 
Company . 

Of the City Counctl of the City of Hamtlton; praying that the Act 
tncorporatton the satd City may be amended. 

Of Jom F. Wilson and James Gardiner, on behalf of the Bay of Quinté 
Annual Conference of the Methodist Eptscopal Church in Gee praying 
that the Act relating to the Census of the Province may be amended by 
substttuting an annual for a quarterly Return, to the Clerks of the Peace, 
of Bapttsms, Marrtages, and Burtals. 

Of Michael Scott and others, of the victntty of River du Cap Rouge; 
praying that certain parts of the Parishes of Ste. Foye, St. Augustin, and 
L'Anetenne Lorette, may be formed tnto a separate School District. 

Of Robert Shedden, of the City of Montreal; praying a more adequate 
tndemmtftcatton for the loss of hts property durtng the Troubles of 1837 
and 1838. 

Of the Reverend F. T. Lahaye and others, of the Village of Industrte, 
County of Berthter; praying to be tneorporated under the name of "Les 
Cleres Parotsstaux pe eCEEONE stes de Saint Vtateur. 

Of the Reverend F. Tf. Lahaye, Director of Joltette Col oe tn the 
Village of Industrie, County of Berthter; praying aid for the said College. 

Of Samuel W. Smith and others, creditors of the late Muntetpal Counetl 
of the District of f_Sydenhan; praying for the payment of thetr clatms. 

Of Matthew Bostwick, of the Town of Sherbrooke; praying for an tn- 
vestigation tnto the conduct of the Collector of Customs at the Port of 
Quebec, with reference to a certain setzure of cattle made by the Pettttoner 
tn the year 1846. 

of the Reverend P, F. Durocher, in behalf of the Montagnats Indtans ; 
praying that an annutty be granted to the satd Indtans, to be paid out of 
the montes recetved for the lease of the King's Posts; and that the lands 
between the Rivers Bitstamtts and Aux Outardes, and certatn other lands, 
be granted them for hunting grounds. 

Of the Untverstty of Queen's College, Kingston; praying for an adequate 
endowment for the satd College. 

Of the Board of Trustees, Queen's College, Kingston; praying for atd. 

Of James Sparks and others, of the County of Frontenac; praytng for an 
extenston of the limits of the City of Kingston, as petitttoned for; and for 
the continuation of the Montreal Road through the Artillery Reserve. 
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Of the Very Reverend Archdeacon Stuart and others, of Lot No. 24, tn 
the vteintty of Kingston; praying that the satd Lot may not be annexed to 
the Ctty of Kingston. 

Of Lyman Thornton and others, of the Townshtp of Blanchard; praying 
to be attached to the District of London. 

Of Benjamin Workman, Esqutre, and others, of the City of Montreal, and 
tts vtetntty; praying for the abolishment of puntshment by death. 

Of Joseph Atnsse, Esqutre, and others, of the County of Verchéres; 
praying tndemntficatton for losses sustained by them during the Troubles 
of 1837 and 1838. 

Of Ebenezer Baird, Esqutre, and others, of the City of Quebec; praying 
that the prtvtleges of Corporate Bodtes may be granted to Butlditng Soctetties 
established tn the District of Quebec. 

Of Willtam Phillips, of the Quebec, Esquire; praying tndemntficatton 
for the loss of hts property destroyed durtng the Troubles of 1837 and 1838. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the second diviston of the County of Bon- 
aventure; praying that the meetings of the satd Counctl may tn future be 
held at Carleton, tnstead of New Richmond. 


Petttion of A. Ordered, That that part of the Petitton of Alexts 
Rivard and Rivard and others, of the County of Rtmouskt, 
others; praytng that the prtce of Crown Lands may be 


reduced, anda longer time allowed for payment, 
be referred to the Select Commtttee appointed to enqutre tnto the causes 
of Emtgratton from Canada to the Untted States. 


Of 0. EB. Cas- Resolved, That the Petttion of 0. EF. Casgratn and 
gratin and others; others, of the lower part of the County of 


L'Islet, be referred to a Select Committee 
composed of Mr. Fournter, Mr. Duehesnay, Mr. Cauchon, Mr. Bouthtllter, 
and Mr. Mongenats, to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon 
with all conventent speed, by Btll or otherwise; with power to send for 
persons, papers, and records. 


Of B. Mar- Resolved, That the Petition of B. Marquette and 
quette and others, the Prestdent, Officers, and Members of 
others; the Assoctatton of Teachers of the District of 


Quebec, be referred to a Select Committee com- 
posed of Mr. Laurin, Mr. Jobin, Mr. Gutllet, Mr. Chabot, and Mr. Chauveau, 
to examine the contents therof, and to report thereon wtth all conventent 
speed; with power to send for persons, papers and records. 


Of Beate Resolved, That the Petition of B. H. Charlebots, 
Charlebots and Esqutre, and others, Phystctans and Surgeons 
others. of Lower Canada, be referred to a Select Com- 


mittee composed of Mr. Taché, Mr. Beaubten, Mr. 
Fortter, Mr. Bouthtllter, the Honorable Mr. Papineau, Mr. Davignon, and 
Mr. M'Connell to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon wtth 
all econventent speed; wtth power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Of Ean Ordered, That the Petition of F. X. Thompson be re- 
Thompson; ferred to the Select Committee to whtch was re- 


ferred the Petttton of Charles Cazeau, and others, 
Cullers, of the District of Quebec. 
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Of A. M'Don- Ordered, That the Petttton of Alexander M'Donell 

ie | 7 F 1 cp ahs SRE EPS es De ya ee ST 
ell and and others, be referred to the Select Committee 
others; appotnted to enquire into and report upon the 


state of the Lumber Trade, the causes of tts 
he protection of the forests from unnecessary des- 
lL other matters affecting the lumbertng tnterests of 


present depresston, t 
tructton, and upon al 
thts Province. 


Ordered, That Mr. Chabot, Mr. Chauveau, and Mr. Malloch be added to the satd 


Committee. 
Of A. Schooley Ordered, That the Petitton of Abraham Schooley and 
and others; others, of the District of Niagara; the Petition 
(78) 
Of the Great of the Great Western Ratlroad Company (Charter); 
Western Ratl- the Petttton of the Great Western Ratlroad Com- 
road Company; pany (Ntagara and Detrott Rtvers Ratlroad Com- 


pany); the Petition of H. LeMesurter, Esquire, 


Of H. LeMesurter; F = =. eae E 
? Vice Prestdent, on behalf of the Board of Trade 


Of the Reverend of Quebec (Ratlroads); and the Petttton of the 
W. Rttchte and Reverend Wilitam Rttchte and others, of the 
others; County of Essex, and others; be referred to the 


Standing Commtttee on Ratlroad and Telegraph 
Line Bulle. 


Of D. Wood Ordered, That the Petition of David Wood and others, 
and others; of the Township of Walpole, be referred to the 


Select Commtttee to whitch was referred the Pet- 
ttton of John Jones and others, of the Townshtp of Walpote. 


Of J. Yule and Ordered, That the Petition of John Yule, Juntor, 
others; Esqutre, and others, of Chambly; the Petition 
Of Reverend of the Reverend J. C. Léonard, of the Ctty of 

J. C. Léonard; Montreal; the Petttton of Thomas Bowerman and 

Of T. Bowerman others, of the Towunshtps of Sophiasburgh and 
and others; Hallowell; the Petttton of the Honorable Willtam 
Of the Hon. W. Walker and others, of the City of Quebec; and 
Walker and others, the Petitton of James Cuthbertson and others, 
referred. shareholders in the Sault Satnte Marte Mintng 


Company, be referred to the Standing Committee 
on Standing Orders. 


Report _on Mr. Cauchon, from the Select Committee to whtch 
Petition of HR. was referred the Petttton of Robert Hobson and others, 
Hobson _and Distrtet Counetllore and Magistrates of the District 
others. of Ntagara, and other references, presented to the 


House the Report of the satd Committee; whtch was read, 
as followeth:-- 

Your Committee have gtven a careful constderatton to the Petttton re- 
ferred to them; the matter prayed for by the Petttioners, viz.: the removal 
of the stte of the Niagara District Toum, ts one that for a long time past 
has been much destred by a large portton of the inhabitants of the District, 
and has frequently engaged the attention of Your Honorable House. On re- 
fering to the Journals for the Sesston of 1846, Your Committee find a 
Report made by a Commtttee on this subject, in the following terms:-- 

"Your Committee have taken tnto constderation the vartous references 
submitted to them, and after a careful tnvestigatton and examination of the 
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subject, are of optnion, that the Muntctpal Counctl, representing as they 
do the whole body of the District of Niagara, and having come to an almost 
unantmous coneluston as to the absolute necesstty of removing the present 
stte of the Dtstrict Town to a more central posttton, tn order that the 
interests of the tnhabttants may be placed upon a more equitable footing, 
not only as regards public conventence, but also the expenses necessartly 
attendant upon the Admtnistratton of Justice, sttuated as the Town now ts, 
at an extreme potnt of the District. 

Your Committee further beg to state, that Petitions from the several 
Tounshtps in the Distrtet, nwnerously stgned, have been referred to Your 
Committee, respectfully and strongly praying Your Honorable House for the 
removal of the stte from tts present posttton. 

Your Commtttee also find, that a Report was made by a Select Committee 
of Your Honorable House at tts last Sesston, recommending that the stte of 
the Dtstrtet Toun aforesatd might be removed to Port Robtnson. 

From the expresston of the Muntctpal Counetl, emanating as tt does 
from a body representing the interest and the well understood wishes of 
the people, and now strengthened by Pettttons from the several Townshtps 
to the same effect; Your Committee cannot do otherwise than strongly and 
respectfully recommend the prayer of the Pettttoners to the favorable con- 
stderatton of Your Honorable House, and that leave may be granted to tn- 
troduce a Btll to remove the stte of the present District Town to Port 
Robinson, as a conventent place; and to provtde for the erection of public 
butldings thereon." 

Agatn, tn the Sesston of 1848, Your Committee find a Report from another 
Committee, on the 21st of March, tn the following terms:-- 

"Your Committee, tn obedtence to the Order of Your Honorable House, 
have examtned the contents of the Petitton referred to them, as also the 
Entrtes tn the Journals of prevtous Sesstons upon thts subject, and have 
unantmously agreed to adopt the recommendattons of prevtous Committees, 
and agatn most earnestly to recommend to the favorable constderatton of 
Your Honorable House, the passage of a Btll removing the stte of the present 
District Town to a more central postition in accordance wtth the prayer of the 
Petition, emanating as tt does, from a body representing the tnterests of 
every sectton of the District." 

In addttton to the strong terms in whtch the removal of the Dtstrict 
Town ts recommended in the foregotng Reports, Your Committee have now before 
them the Pettttons presented during the present Sesston, and referred to 
them by Your Honorable House. These Petttions refer Your Honorable House 
to the Reports above quoted, and praying earnestly that the recommendattons 
contained therein may be carrted into effect. One of these Petitions ts 
stgned by a large number of Dtstrtet Councillors and Magtstrates of the 
District, the other two Pettttons by the itnhabttants generally, and appended 
to one of them they ftnd a certtfied extract from the Minutes of the Ntagara 
Distrtet Counetl on 13th May, 1842, and a further extract from the proceedings 
on the 12th November of the same year; at whtch last meeting the following 
Counetllors were present, vtz: The Warden, and Messrs. Dtekson, Ball, 
M'Donald, Dettriek, Patterson, Rowe, Riceley, Powell, M'Farland, Hobson, 
Clark, Kilborne, Secord, Tisdale, Cummings, Misener, Scholfreld, Brookfteld, 
Fralick, Sheehan, Thompson, Darling, Root, Jackson, Gee, and_Cooper. A 
Petition was then unanimously adopted to be presented to Your Honorable 
House, to the following effect:-- 

"Your Pettttoners are truly grattfted that Your Honorable House has been 
pleased, as they are gtven to understand, to adopt the Report of a Spectal Com- 
mittee of Your Honorable House, recommending that time should be allowed to 
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Your Petitioners to name a place where they would wtsh the stte of the 
District Town to be placed, thereby, tn the optnton of ae Pettttoners 
pledging ttself to carry out the just and almost unanimous wtshes ager Your 
Petttioners so soon as they ftx upon such stte. 

That Your Pettttoners have accordingly taken the matter tnto thetr 
sertous constderatton, and have selected the Village of Port Robinson in 
the Towunshtp of Thorold, tn the County of Lincoln, as the stte of the new 
Dtistrtet Town; whtch selection they trust will meet the concurrence and 
approbatton of Your Honorable House." 

Your Committee have had before them Walter Hamtlton Dickson, Esqutre, 
Member for the Town of Ntagara, and have heard the arguments urged by him 
against the removal; they are not, however, of optnion that the objections 
he has offered are of such a nature as to be of any wetght compared with 
the evtdence afforded by the above documents; and as tt appears to Your 
Committee beyond a doubt, that the location of the Dtstrtct ts, and has 
tong been a grtevous burthen upon the tnhabttants of the Dtstrtet generally, 
Your Committee feel bound to add a strong recommendation to those already 
offered, and to urge upon Your Honorable House the expedtency of providing 


(79) 
for the removal of the District Offices of Port Robinson, which ts tn the 
most central posttton that etreumstances will PLL admit of, and accords with the 
wishes of the great bulk of the inhabttants, as expressed tn the proceedings 
of the District Counetl above extracted, and also, tn several of the Petztttons 
presented at vartous times to Your Honorable House. 


MR. CAUCHON moved for leave to bring in a bill to carry out the recommen- 
dation of the committee in removing the district town from Niagara to Port 
Robinson. 


A short discussion took place as to whether the notice necessary on 
private bills should not be given, in which MR. DICKSON, SIR A. MACNAB, 
and MR. BOULTON took part. It was ultimately agreed that the bill be 
read a first time 


(79) 
Ntagara Dts- Ordered, That Mr. Cauchon have leave to bring in 
trtet Town a Btll to remove the stte of the Distrtct Town 
BLL. of the District of Niagara, to_Port Robinson 


tn the Townshtp of Thorold, in the County of 
Welland. 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Monday next. 


Fifth Report of The Honorable Mr. Boulton, from the Standing 
Committee on Committee on Standing Orders, pres sented to the 
Standing Orders. House the Fifth Report of the satd Committee; 


whteh was read, as followeth:-- 

Your Committee have examined the Petttton of Joseph 0. Bélanger and 
others, praying for authority to butld a Bridge across the River Etchemtn; 
and they have ascertained that the requistte notices were published by the 
Pettttoners, from the 26th November, 1848, to the 11th January, 1849, only, 
being less than two months, as required by the 66th Rule. As, however, 
there ts no opposition to the measure, Your Commtttee would respectfully 
recommend it to the favorable consideration of Your Honorable House. 
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Leave of Ordered, That Mr. Fourquin have leave to absent him- 

absence. self from thts House ttll the ntneteenth tnstant, 
on account of tllness tn hts famtly. 

Commutatton Ordered, That Mr. Chrtstte have leave to bring tn 

of Tenure Btil. a Bull to amend the Act passed tn the etghth 


year of Her Majesty's Retgn, tntttuled, "An 
Act the better to factlttate opttonal commutation of tenure of lands en 
roture, tn the Setgntortes and Ftefs in Lower Canada, into that of franc- 
aleu-roturter," 
He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second 
time, on Monday next. 


MR. LYON? introduced a bill to amend the law of Dower in Upper Canada. 
The first part of the bill Mr. Lyon stated, was to alter that part of the 
law which allowed a widow to make demands on persons who might purchase 
land which belonged to her husband, and which (as we understood it) she 
had not sanctioned. The second part of the bill was intended to facilitate 
the process of settlement of the claims of widows in such cases.© 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN was strongly opposed to interfering with the rights 
of widows, and would oppose that part of the bill, but as far as facilitat- 
ing the law proceedings necessary in the settlement of such claims was 
concerned, he had no objection to that part./ 


MR. BOULTON thought it hard that land should be tied up as it was by 
the law at present in existence. He knew of a case where a person had 
purchased land, the sale of which was not sanctioned by his wife. The 
person who made the purchase expended about £10,000 in the improvement of 
the land, and after the lapse of many years, the widow of the former pro- 
prietor came against him, and although not a penny had been expended in 
improving the land by her husband, yet she compelled the person who had 
purchased it, and who had spent his money in its improvement, to pay her 
a sum of £300 a year.® 


MR. J. SMITH (Durham) said, that in the case instanced, if the person 
purchasing had used proper caution, it could not have so happened. It 
was the duty of persons purchasing land to look well to whatever burdens 
may be upon it. The wife, by the law of the country, was entitled to her 
dower, and he would object to any interference with it. 


MR. ASST. COM. P. W. CAMERON wished the hon. gentleman would withdraw 
his bill for the present, as one on the same subject had been introduced 
into the Upper House; and, upon the receipt of it by the Lower House, the 
honble. gentleman would be able to decide whether the provisions it con- 
tained met his views or not. The expression of the country on this subject, 
he thought, had been pretty well tested, when a measure of the same kind 
been brought forward, and which had been thrown out of the House in a 
former session. He thought it would be as unjust for a partner in a firm 
to dispose of property without the sanction of the other, as for the hus- 
band to dispose of property without the sanction of his wife. He would 
suggest to the hon. member to withdraw the bill, till the one from the 
other House came before them. 19 


MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE said that the wife, by marriage, was entitled to 
her dower, whether the land was improved or not; and it would be unjust to 
deprive her of what was her right. He was therefore opposed to interfere 
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in the matter. He was not averse to any measure which might try to 
facilitate the process of settlement, but would object to interfering 
with the law in any other way.11 


MR. BURRITT said the present law stood much in way of improvements 
and so far as the present bill sought to facilitate the law processes in 
the matter, he would support it.12 


(79) 
Dower Brill. Ordered, That Mr. Lyon have leave to bring tn a Bill 
to amend the law and factlttate proceedings in 
Aettons of Dower tn Upper Canada. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Monday next. 


MR. CHRISTIE oe moved that a Committee of seven members should be appointed 
for the purpose of investigating the public accounts, and also the accounts 
of the Trinity House, Quebec. He would explain the reason why he proposed 
that the accounts of the Trinity House should be referred to the Committee. 
It would be in the recollection of hon. members that a vote had passed 
the House, session previous to the last, placing a sum of money at the 
disposal of the Trinity House for the purchase of a tug steamer. That 
vote was negatived in the other House by some influence which he would 
not attempt to explain, merely remarking that it was an extraordinary 
proceeding for the Upper House to negative a vote passed in this House 
for a grant of money. The consequence has been, that the Trinity House 
has been compelled to hire a steamer at an expense which would have been 
more than sufficient for the purchase of a new one. In connection with 
this subject, he would mention that that person who had taken the contract 
for supplying the steamer was himself a member of the Board. (Hear, hear.) 
It was a shameful collusion, and he called on the Government to take steps 
to put a stop to it. (Hear.) No man should be allowed to sit at that 
Board and contract with himself for the supply of a steamer at the rate 
of £2000 per annum, and he desired that instructions should be given to 
the Committee to enable them to deal with this glaring case of collusion. 


/ 


MR. CAUCHON expressed his concurrence in the remarks of the hon. member 
for Gagpé.t5 


(79) 
Publie Ac- Resolved, That the Publte Accounts for 1847, together 
counts, and with the Accounts of the Trinity House of Quebec, 
@uebee Trinity be referred to a Select Committee composed of 
House Accounts. Mr. Chrtstte, Mr. DewWttt, Mr. Holmes, Mr. Méthot, 


Mr, Wetenhall, Mr. Wilson, and Mr. Cauchon, to 
report thereon from time to time; wtth power to send for persons, papers, 
and records. 


Les Soeurs de Ordered, That Mr. Jobin have leave to bring in a 
Miséricorde Bill. Bill to incorporate "Les Soeurs de Miséricorde 
our la régte de l'Hosptce de la Materntté de 
Montréal." 
He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Monday next. 
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Mount Hermon Ordered, That Mr. Chauveau have leave to bring in 
Cemetery Bill. a Btll to tneorporate "The Mount Hermon Cemetery." 


He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Monday next. 


COL. GUGY gave notice to move an Address to His Excellency for docu- 
ments relative to the case of Joseph Donegani. He observed that documents 
were commonly given in England, which were studiously concealed in this 
country. 16 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN did not understand what the hon. gentleman meant 
by saying that documents were studiously concealed in this country, which 
were given in England. The present Ministry were prepared to grant any 
thing sanctioned by English precedent. It was not customary in England 
to give the advice of the Law Officers of the Crown, and objected to that 
part of the motion which would call for the opinions of the Law Officers 
of the Crown in this case.1l/ 


COL. GUGY had no objection to alter that part of his Ay gigs te 


(72) 
On motton of Mr. Gugy, seconded by Mr. Chrtstte, 


Joseph Donegant. Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to Hts 

Excellency the Governor General, praying him to 
dtrect the proper officer to lay before thts House, any documents that may 
be tn the possesston of the Provinetal Government connected wtth the case 
of Mr. Joseph Donegant, of the City of Montreal, on the Bill passed tn the 
year 1845, for hts reltef, or coptes of any Despatches connected therewtth, 
that may be tn the possesston of the Government. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excellency the Governor 
General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the 
Executive Counetl of thts Province. 


MR. ARMSTRONG gave notice of moving an "Address to His Excellency for 
Returns of Suits in Courts of Queen's Bench, Montreal." He stated that 
his object was to prevent the centralization of all the business of the 
country in Montreal. The proposed Judicature Act was insufficient to 
satisfy the necessities of the country. 19 


(79) 
On motton of Mr. Armstrong, seconded by Mr. Jobin, 


Suits tn Supe- Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
rtor Court of Hts Excellency the Governor General, praytng 
Queen's Bench, Hts Excellency to cause to be latd before thts 
District of House, a Statement of the number of Sutts whitch 
Montreal. have been tnstttuted for the last twelve months 


tn the Supertor Court of Queen's Bench for the 
Dtstrtet of Montreal, and the nwnber of Judgments obtained tn such Suits; 
also, the nwnber of Sutts pending upon whtch Judgments have not been pro- 
nounced; also, the nwnber of Sutts, whether argued or not argued, sttll 
pendtng before the satd Court. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the 
Executive Counetl of thts Province. 
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Mr. Justice The Honorable Mr. Attorney General LaFontatne, 
Bedard and Mr. one of Her Majesty's Executive Counctl, presented, 
Justice Aylwin. pursuant to an Address to Hts Excelleney the Governor 


General,--Return to an Address from the Legislative 
Assembly, dated the 29th January, 1849, praying that he would be pleased to 
cause to be latd before the House, coptes of any correspondence that may 
have taken place between the Executive Government and the Honorable Mr. 
Justice Bedard, antertor and relattve to hts translation from the Bench 
of Judges at Quebec to that of Montreal, together with coptes of his 
Commisstons, as well to the former as to the latter; also, ecoptes of 
any letters or correspondence between the Executive and the Honorable Mr. 
Justice Aylwin, relative to hts appotntment to the Bench at Quebec as 
sucessor to Mr. Justice Bedard; and coptes of any correspondence (not of 
a confidenttal nature) between Hts Excellency and Her Majesty's Government 
tn England relative to both or etther of those appotntments, and that may 
relate to the precedence clatmed by Mr. Justtce Bedard in the Court of 
Queen's Bench at Montreal over the Honorable Messteurs Justice Day and 
Smith. 


Appendix (G. G.) For the satd Return, see Appendtx (G. G.) 


Ordered, That the satd Return be printed for the use of the Members of 
this House. 


On motton of the Honorable Mr. Boulton, seconded by Mr. Notman 
J E) Yy ) 


Private Billa. Resolved, That the ttme for recetving Private Bills 
be extended unttl Thursday, the ftrst of March 
next. 
(80) 
Message from A Message from the Legtslattve Council, by John 
the Council. Fennitngs Taylor, Esquire, one of the Masters in 
Chancery :-- 
Tounshtps Mr. Speaker, 
Erectton Bill. The Legislative Counetl have passed the Brill, tn- 


tituled, "An Act to conftrm the Erection of certatn 
Tounshtps, and for other purposes relative to the Erectton of Townshtps," 
wtthout any Amendment. 
And then he wtthdrew. 


Oxford The Order of the day being read, for resuming the 
Eleetton. adjourned Debate upon the Amendment which was yesterday 
proposed to be made to the Question, That thts House 
having heard the evidence adduced on the part of John George Vanstttart, 
squtre, tn defence of hts conduct as Returning Officer for the County of 
Oxford at the last General Election, adheres to tts Resolution of the 21st 
of March last, "That the satd John George Vansittart, Esquire, having 
taken upon himself to return Peter Carroll, Esqutre, as Member for the 
satd County to serve in this present Parliament, contrary to the majority 
of votes received by him on the Poll Book tn favor of the Honorable Franets 
Hineks, who ought therefore to have been returned, acted tllegally, tn de- 
ftanee of a law, in manifest vtolation of the rights of the freeholders 
of the satd County, and tn breach of the Privileges of thts House." 
And whtch Amendment was That the words "but this House, at the same 
time, are of optnton that such tllegal conduct on the part of John George 
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Vanstttart, Esqutre, arose from an error of judgment," be added at the end 
thereof. 

And the Questton on the Amendment betng again proposed:--The House 
resumed the satd adjourned Debate. 


MR. J. A. MACDONALD (Kingston) said that he would only make a few remarks. 
When the motion was before the House last winter, he voted against it, be- 
cause he was convinced of its injustice. It had been admitted on both sides 
of the House that Mr. Vansittart had not acted from corrupt motives. His 
judgment might be erroneous. His case had not been dealt fairly with. 
Collateral charges had been brought against him. Such as choosing Con- 
servative Deputy Returning-Officers. He (Mr. V.) had frankly admitted this, 
and such was the custom of the country. All united in saying that they 
had no personal feelings against Mr. V., and had no desire to injure his 
family, by depriving him of the offices he held. The declaration recorded 
against him on the Journals of the House would remain forever--this, with the 
expense he had been already put to, was punishment sufficient. The Resolut- 
ion passed last Session could not be rescinded. He concurred with the 
spirit of the amendment of the hon. and gallant Knight. He was sure that 
if the Resolution should be pressed further, the general opinion of the 
country would be, that it was punishing vindictively, and not for asserting 
the privileges of the House. 21 


MR. HOLMES was unwilling to give a silent vote on this question. Al- 
though he was unable to understand and appreciate the fine-spun theories 
and learned legal disquisitions of the hon. gentlemen opposite, he had 
listened attentively to the evidence adduced, and he should be guided by 
it on the vote he was about to give. He did not think the question was one 
on the vindictive punishment of Mr. Vansittart; they were called upon to 
decide whether in future the people of Canada should have the right to 
record at elections their opinions, or whether they should ... simply 
pass a vote of censure on Mr. Vansittart, discharge that gentleman from 
the bar, and encourage the same violence, the same fraud, the same de- 
ception, the same gross impropriety that had hitherto disgraced this 
country, and so frequently deprived the electors of their dearest and 
most cherished rights. (Hear! Hear!) Had Mr. V. been an ignorant man, 
he (Mr. Holmes) would have been ready and willing to discharge him, and 
throw the responsibility of his gross infringement of the privileges of 
the house upon his legal advisers; but Mr. V. had appeared at the bar and 
showed that he possessed too perfect a knowledge of his duty both as a 
citizen and as a Returning Officer to warrant them in allowing him to 
escape from the house with a simple reprimand, which, however it might 
be received in the house, would be received throughout the country with 
derision: it would be an encouragement to returning officers hereafter to 
act as Mr. V. had done, and lead to a determination on the part of both 
political parties to abide by the decision of the electors, but place the 
matter entirely in the hands of the administration of the day. (Hear, Hear!) 
Mr. Vansittart had made a strong appeal to the house not to disgrace his 
hitherto spotless name*2 and lineage.23 But he should have reflected on that 
before committing the misdemeanor laid to his charge. The house could not 
deal more leniently with an offender because he could boast a high and 
ancient lineage, than with a plebeian. He (Mr. H.) entirely disclaimed 
anything like a vindictive feeling, but he should record a vote in favor 
of this resolution, under a firm conviction that unless they inflicted 
something like a decisive mark of approbation of the conduct of Mr. Van- 
sittart, they would only be encouraging in Returning Officers hereafter 


a perfect indifference to their duty, and a determination to frustrate the 
wishes of the people, and send into the house members whose views accorded 
with those of the party in power. (Hear! Hear!)24 


MR. CHRISTIE said he would say a few words on this subject. He had 
heard Mr. V. with pleasure at the Bar. He had no feelings against Mr. V.-- 
He thought that he had committed an error in judgment. He thought that 
this House should consider itself a Court of Honor, and that the members 
on this occasion should consider themselves to be acting as Judges. It 
was bound to vindicate its own privileges, but it was also bound to respect 
the rights of subjects, from whom it held its authority. If they were afraid 
of the derision mentioned by the hon. member for Montreal, they must not, 
on that account, act like savages. And not because it had the power, abuse 
it and act the part of tyrants instead of representatives. The question 
before the House was, were they to punish Mr. V. for a crime when he had 
only committed an error of judgment? The qualification that had been put 
into Mr. V.'s hand was not the proper qualification by law required. To 
understand it properly they must go to the fountain-head, the Union Act, 
and see what it required. The qualification, in the Vansittart case, was 
dated in August, and the General Election in January, 1848. The Imperial 
Act required that the candidate himself should be present at Elections, 
and should make his declaration in the present tense.--The candidate not 
being there in person, was not carrying out the provisions of the Act. 

He asked if an indictment could have been found in a Court of Justice on 
the qualification? and whether it would not have been set aside as a 
piece of blank paper? The Imperial Act could not be set aside. He 

stated that any declaration must be dated subsequent to the writ. If 
being dated before was sufficient, it might be dated for all time to come. 
Mr. V. received the declaration, not that he was satisfied with it, but 
because he expected that another would be brought. Where Mr. V. erred 
was, that he ought to have rejected the qualification on the day of nom- 
ination. This was the first error--his second was still greater. After 
he had polled the votes for Mr. Hincks, he ought to have returned him, and 
let the House determine on the qualification. An hon. gentleman conducting 
this prosecution had shown some, he would not say spite, but certainly some 
asperity in this case. One Hon. gentleman, the Hon. Commissioner of Crown 
Lands, would punish Mr. V. because 99 out of 100 had committed errors of 
fraud. He had thought that the Hon. gentleman overflowed with none of the 
milk of human kindness. Another Hon. member, for Norfolk, did not wish 

to disgrace the man, but only to turn him out of his office. How much 
further would the Hon. gentlemen go? He (Mr. G.) had heard a story of a 
certain Chief Justice who was deprived of his office in the Island of New- 
foundland. The hon. gentleman might have had some sympathy from the re- 
collection of his own cases. He had been impeached and dismissed--he was 
aware unjustly. When he saw a gentleman of that kind, who, he believed, 
was of a benevolent disposition, taking the part he did, he could not help 
feeling some surprise. The case of Admiral Byng, who was put to death 

for having committed a crime of judgment, would for ever reflect disgrace 
on the Government which inflicted it. On Hon. gentleman has said that 
there was a degree of supercherie in his conduct; it was not the case, 

he had felt it his duty to make the return he did. Another hon. gentle- 
man, the member for Middlesex, he, good man, is so much of a philosopher, 
that he can neither forget nor forgive; the hon. gentleman had stood up, 
night after night, and expressed, with eloquence, his vindictive feelings; 
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it would have been much more becoming had he acted otherwise. With regard 
to the proposition to go to the Governor, and address him to deprive Mr. V. 
of his offices, he could not think that the House could be guilty of such 
insanity. It, of course, only meant an Address of Members to themselves, 
to give them an excuse to turn Mr. V. out of his office. He could not 
think that there was one man in the House who would wish so to degrade 

the Governor. He had been already made ridiculous by being made to read 
his speech in French .25 


Very loud cries of hear, hear, laughter, and "what had that to do with 
the question?" from MR. WATTS--Cries of order.26 


MR. CHRISTIE said he would sit down till the hon. gentleman (Mr. Watts) 
had done.2 


MR, MORIN the. SPEAKER. said he doubted, if that allusion wasein orderes” 


MR. CHRISTIE continued:--He said that he seen much feeling expressed. 
To go up with this Address to the Governor, was to make him commit a second 
piece of tom-foolery. In 1833 a certain Mr. Ryland took occasion to take 
a piece of India Rubber, and rubbed out passages from the Journals. The 
House went up to the Governor with an Address desiring him to dismiss Mr. 
R. from all the offices he held under Government. The Governor replied 
that the act was ungentlemanly, but that he could not interfere with a 
matter under their own jurisdiction.--(The hon. gentleman then read the 
Address and Reply to the effect what he had just stated.)--He thought that 
such would be the answer of the present Governor, if the present Address 
was persisted in. He believed that the present Governor had enough of the 
spirit of a Briton to return a similar answer. He would remind the House 
that enough has already been done, and hoped that the Speaker would call 
him to the Bar, and admonish him with his usual suavity. The Governor was 
made too much a taol of, and was becoming so, more and more. There was not a 
man who had a drop of proper blood in his veins that did not boil at the 
thought. He hoped that the amendment of his friend would be concurred 
in, and that the decision of the House would be prudent. 


MR. H. BOULTON deprecated personal allusions in a debate of this kind. 
Reference had been made more than once to his dismissal from the Chief 
Justiceship of Newfoundland, but that was not at all a case in point. 30 
The hon. gentleman had done him the justice to say that he had been un- 
justly treated. He was glad that it had been brought up, as it gave him 
an opportunity to settle it for ever.31 He (Mr. B.) had never known the 
reason for which he had been dismissed; but could Mr. V. say as much on 
his return to his friends and neighbors? He (Mr. B.) had been tried before 
the Privy Council on ten district charges, and honorably accounted upon 
all of them?? and had been told not to go back to Newfoundland. He had 
again and again appealed to the Secretary of State, and had never been 
informed of the reason; the Under-Secretary, who was _a personal friend, 
had told him that he was not at liberty to tell him.?3 His dismissal 
was therefore brought about for political reasons. He took this oppor- 
tunity of saying that the time he spent in Newfoundland was the proudest 
part of his life, as he had been able to do more substantial good for that 
Island than perhaps any one man had ever done for any colony. 4 He had 
there introduced many useful reforms, and all of them remained to this 
day--When he visited Newfoundland, he was received with the respect of a 
Governor--150 ships manned their yards when he landed. There was a book 
containing the history of what he had done there.-- 


Holding up a large book--a cry, read on 

MR. H. BOULTON ((continued:)) His dismissal, as he had more than once 
said to the Secretary of State, was not a disgrace to himself, but to the 
Government which had not the manliness to tell him the reason for it.3/ 
Judge Bedard had been appointed because he entertained strong political 
views, and he (Mr. B.) believed that he had been dismissed for the same. 
There was no Similarity between his case and the case of Mr. v.38 


MR. WATTS could not understand what the conduct of the Governor in the 
case of Mr. Ryland, or of the Imperial Government in that of the hon. member 
for Norfolk, or of the Governor General in reading his speech in French, 
had to do with the subject before the House.29 It had been the custom for 
the Speaker to translate it in French, except when the hon. and gallant 
Knight was Speaker, who was unable to do it.49 He would come at once to 
the point. 1 He was of Opinion that Mr. Vansittart, he would not say Mr. 
V., but the Returning-Officer for the County of Oxford had acted irregular- 
ly. It was also the opinion of all the Law members, except that of the hon. 
member for Middlesex, and he (Mr. W.) did not think that his opinion was 
worth much, as he was only an Act of Parliament Barrister42 especially as 
it appeared by the Act that it was passed in order to save him the time 
necessary for the study of the law. (Laughter.)43 

COL. PRINCE denied roa 

MR. WATTS said he would read.--(Cries, order, and Si ve 
MR. MORIN the SPEAKER said that he was out of order. ° 

SIR A. MACNAB thought that as there had been so much personal allusion, 
the hon. member had better go on, to allow an opportunity of reply.-- (Loud 
cries of read, read.)4/ 


MR. WATTS commenced by selecting a portion, but on cries of read the 
whole, the whole Act, preamble and all, he did so. In the face of that Act 
of Parliament, when all the Law members had given a different opinion, he 
did not think his worth much. He confined himself to the defence made by 
Mr. Vansittart. He then, at some length, went over ground before gone 
overt8, The defence of Mr. Vansittart was most unsatisfactory, first of 
all he expressed the regret he had felt at being made Returning Officer 
for Oxford, because it brought him into contact with a person who seemed 
to be the head of the department in which he was employed. Now Mr. Vansit- 
tart could have known nothing about that at that time. Next Mr. Vansit- 
tart had determined that Mr. Hincks was qualified to go to the poll. He 
must therefore have been qualified to be returned; but the show of hands 
being in Mr. Hincks'’ favor what did the Returning Officer do? Did he not 
studiously throw the whole weight of his authority on one side? Why did 
he not tell Mr. Brown that the qualification was bad, and so give time for 
a fresh qualification or for some other ... being thrown away. He had 
already appointed Deputy Returning Officers exclusively from one side, 
because he said he thought it his duty to return the Conservative candidate. 
At the conclusion of the poll he acted in direct opposition to the law; 
for the law declared that the candidate having been in the majority 
should be declared elected; while he returned the person having a minority. 
Mr. Vansittart said he had read books in order to form his opinion, and 
had taken legal advice. Why did he not point out the passages on which he 
founded his opinion? Why did he not produce some written question, which he 
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had put to his legal advisers? Had he shown that he had really sought 
the advice he (Mr. Watts) would have been the first to move not only for 
his discharge, but for the payment of his expenses. Mr. Vansittart said 
he knew the Conservatives would be in minority when the poll at Oxford 
began; but that was shown to be untrue from a comparison of dates. Mr. 
Vansittart's respectability was so much aggravation of his offence, for 
it ought to have made him more careful to act uprightly. It was all very 
well to look at this affair in a light manner because it had happened in 
distant Oxford, but suppose it should happen in Montreal, with a 
believed the man would be hanged on the spot. The House, if it relieved 
Mr. Vansittart from censure, would be responsible for such a man's death, 
if it happened, for they would have encouraged him. 49 


COL. PRINCE would not detain the House many minutes. It was not his 
intention again to enter into the merits of the case. He said that it was 
not by Act of Parliament that he had been made a lawyer, and that he knew 
the hon. member could not understand the preamble of an Act of Parliament. 
If wrong, those who had been admitted to practice by Act of Parliament 
had been complimented and bid welcome by the Attorney-General West. It 
was not necessary to enter into Mr. V.'s defence, as it had been done by 
both sides of the House. It was amusing to listen to the remarks of the 
hon. member for Drummond; but he was not worth replying to. He asked, 
some time ago, if the mountains of Vermont were white, and did not know 
that they were green. 29 


MR. H. SHERWOOD (Toronto) would record his vote free from party spirit, 
and regretted that so much asperity had been shown by the House on the 
subject. The occasion was such as should not have called forth party 
spirit. When the original proceedings were taken, he had spoken somewhat 
warmly; but because he believed that the House had departed from all rules, 
and pronounced Mr. V. guilty, without one tittle of evidence having been 
brought against him. He was refused to be allowed the privilege of Counsel. 
A case was brought before the House of Commons in England, in 17401, in 
which a magistrate was brought up relative to the printing of the debate 2 
when Counsel had been denied, and such a storm of indignation had been 
raised, in consequence, which had not been forgot to that day.23 It was 
with similar feelings to those, which prevailed there that he had expressed 
himself strongly.54 Mr. V. had been convicted, and the question was, what 
punishment should be awarded to him? The mover and seconder of the motion 
had both stated, that if it involved the charge of corruption, they would 
never have supported it..9 He (Mr. Sherwood) believed and the hon. member, 
and hon. members generally on the other side, admitted that Mr. Vansittart 
had not acted corruptly, but2® had made a grave error. The hon. Attorney- 
General for Upper Canada knew well, that before a man can be punished, he 
must have committed an offence. He was of opinion, that the declaration 
of having committed a breach against the privileges of the House was enough. 
If he had been guilty of corruption, he would say, punish him with all 
severity. For a mere error of judgment, he would not punish him with de- 
privation of office. Guilt springs from the mind of the agent, and did 
Mr. V. do this with a view of acting wrongfully?--all showed that his 
action sprung from an error of judgment. Mr. V. wrote to him when he was 
Attorney-General of Upper Canada, and in consequence of pressure of bus- 
iness, could not answer his letter. Another Returning Officer called on 
him about the same time, and asked him a similar question, with regard to 
the qualification of the Solicitor-General Blake. He had told him that he 


did not think the qualification a good one. The next question asked was, 
what he should do? He told him, that though this was not a legal question, 
yet, as a friend, he would advise him, to return him if he had the majority 
of votes, and leave the question of qualification to be decided by the House. 
Had he had time, he would have written to Mr. V. to a similar effect. Mr. 
V. had made enquiries of other lawyers and had received other advice, and 
he did not say, not better; also to one of the Crown Officers.’ But it 
was clear that he had acted in good faith, just as a man, tried for malicious 
provocation, secured an acquittal when he proved that he had taken proper 
advice to ascertain if he had good ground for instituting it.58 In law, if 
a man take legal advice, and act illegally, it will be received in his 
defence; and the same excuse is applicable here. Hon. gentlemen have as- 
serted, that he ought to have gone for advice, to somebody of the other 
party, or to those who were of no party. The former was not usual, and 

he doubted whether the latter would have been easily found. He went to 

the Hon. Mr. Cameron, a Law Officer of the Crown, and followed his advice, 
and the House decided it is wrong; and, surely, the man who got, and acted 
on the advice of a Law Officer of the Crown, could not be treated as a 
criminal. Say his conduct is wrong, and that it cannot be passed over, 

and having put so strong a declaration on the journals, will operate as 
strongly as depriving him of his office and reducing him to the condition 
of a laborer. If any member entertains any doubt, he ought to let it go 

in favor of Mr. V.°? 


MR. MCCONNELL, at the late stage of the debate, would only say a few 
words. He would vote for the amendment. He thought that the greater part 
of the speeches that had been made and especially those of legal gentlemen 
were better fitted for a petty jury than for the High Court of Parliament. 
In answer to remarks made by an hon. gentleman opposite ... he said he was 
bound to call him--Mr. Richards--in Parliamentary language, an hon. gentlie- 
man’*, one hon. member had stated that some member on the other side, had 
said that he had often voted against his conscience to serve his party. 

He (Mr. McConnell) fancied the hon. member alluded to himself and went 
over to ask him. The hon. gentleman said he did allude to him (Mr. 
McConnell) and it was necessary now to state that the remark was simply 
untrue. He regretted that a person acting as a judge and addressing his 
fellow judges should have dragged in an untruth to sustain his opinion. 61 


MR. LYON declared his opinion that Mr. Vansittart had acted improperly 
and justly to merit the declaration in the resolution. The great delay in 
this matter had been caused by the friends of Mr. Vansittart, who declared 
that opportunity to make speeches for their advantage at the next election. 
He was opposed, however, © to any Resolution that would put the Governor 
General in a false position, and was opposed®3 to the course of punishment 
which it was proposed to follow, inasmuch as he thought the House ought 
to punish him themselves to the extent they thought proper, and not throw 
that duty on others.°4 He would support some other method of punishment 
that hon. gentlemen might propose. ©) 


MR. CARTIER declared his conviction that Mr. Vansittart had acted in 
a manner entirely illegal. The opinion he supported by reference to the 
Act of Parliament, and the explanation of the words according to the manner 
in which he read them. He then went on to consider the question, whether 
Mr. Vansittart had acted with good faith. On that hand, he believed there 
should be no difficulty in deciding that the Provincial Acts afforded ample 
information for any Returning Officer, who desired to behave with propriety. 
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On speaking on this head, he alluded especially to the declaration that Mr. 
Carroll had the greatest number of legal votes. Now, it was perfectly evid- 
ent that the Returning Officer had no right whatever to decide upon the leg- 
ality or illegality of any vote whatever. All he had to do was to determine 
on the majority. He believed that Mr. Vansittart had very much aggravated his 
offence by his defence. He had brought down no evidence to clear himself, 
but had merely attempted to incriminate Mr. Brown. He had thus shown that 
his object was not only calumny, but atrocious calumny. When Mr. Vansittart, 
last session, was asked whether he had said he sould (sic) leave the deci- 
sion of the qualification to the House, his own answer was "I believe not." 
He sheltered himself behind his belief; yet, now at a much greater distance 
of time, he brought a witness to speak positively about it. To that witness 
he would remark that the little book he had produced made his evidence less 
credible instead of more. Mr. Brown had published facts which must have 
been known to many persons in the manner in which he believed to be true. 
Why did not Col. Whitehead produce his book then, and contradict what was 
false instead of keeping it for so great a length of time? The other wit- 
ness, Col. Deedes, when asked whether when Mr. Vansittart answered a certain 
question in the negative, he had intended to say that he had not told Mr. 
Brown that he had not consulted Mr. Cameron, and that he had not asked Mr. 
Cameron, replied that the answer denied the fact of his having made the 
denial with reference to the statement that he had spoken Mr. Brown. Now 
how could Col. Deedes tell whether the denial by a simple negative applied 
to one thing or another. It seemed more natural to suppose that it related 
to the important, rather than to the unimportant question. It was said 

that Mr. Brown acted on the occasion as a partizan. For his own part, he 
believed that Mr. Brown was bound to act as a partizan. He was at the 
election as an agent for a candidate, and it was his duty to act as part- 
LZon. 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN did not intend to occupy much of the time of the 
House; he had not intended to have spoken upon the question before the House, 
but that he considered®7 he should not be discharging his duty to his country 
or his constituents were he to remain entirely silent on the occasion. 

The question was, in his opinion, one of the very greatest importance. The 
course taken©8 by the Returning Officer®9 at the last election for the 
County of Oxford was one in which not only this House, but every one of 

the constituents of every hon. member in it, were deeply interested; it was 
one involving the consideration how far it is or is it not in the power 

of Returning Officers to nullify every object for which they are appointed;-- 
whether the power of nominating the members of the House was to rest with 
the Returning Officers’ and whether a Returning Officer could return a 
person who was in a minority as a person in whose favor the voice of a 
constituency had fallen./1 What was the object for which this House was 
returned as the representatives of the duly qualified electors of United 
Canada? What was the object of holding elections at all? Was it not that 
the free unbiased voice of the people should be collected within these walls, 
and public opinion thus concentrated within them? (Cheers.) Does it not 
lie at the very foundation of the existence of this House. (Hear, hear.) 
What was the Returning Officer called upon to perform? He was merely the 
agent, the machine for giving effect to this principle of the Constitution. 
If, then, a Returning Officer could, through a mere technical difficulty 
in the discharge of his duty, interfere between the voice of the people and 
this House, and thereby between the people and their Sovereign, another 
Returning Officer, aye, every Returning Officer might do the same thing, 
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and, as had been more than once the case, by the large majority of voices 
of the very electors whom they pretended to be called there to represent. 
If such conduct as this was permitted, the effect would be to sap the very 
foundation of all confidence in this House, and render nugatory that elective 
franchise which it is the birth right of the people to enjoy, and their 
birthright to give effect to through the Representatives whom they might 
send to this House. (Cheers.) He could point to instances in the history 
of the last few years, in which the tone of the general Representatives of 
the people of the Province had been affected by the improper conduct of 
Returning Officers who had not discharged their important duties with that 
strict impartiality which they were sworn to execute them with, and which 
it was treason to the people to perform in any other manner. (Cheers.) 

He conceived that it was of the utmost importance that the House should 
shew, by the treatment of this case, that it does not stand lightly by 

the privileges of the people, or by its own privileges, which belong to 

it for the benefit of the people. (Hear, hear.) He thought that this 

was a matter of great importance not only on account of the two consider- 
ations to which he had referred, but that it was ... with a view to the 
future conduct of all future Returning Officers. If they were desirous 
that these important officers should perform their duty with that strict 
impartiality wth which the law called upon them to perform it, so to give 
confidence to the people in their representative chamber, which should 

be composed of those whom they returned upon the Queen's writ, then it was 
most important that when an occasion like the present arose, a clear case 
in which it was admitted even by the gentlemen on the opposite side that 
the privileges of the House and the rights of the electors had been out- 
raged, it was proper that they should deal out equal justice between the 
public at large and the Returning Officer at the Bar. He said to deal out 
equal justice, for he wished to approach this subject as far as it was 
possible for a person engaged in the political contests of the day so to 
do, entirely free from all party bias; he agreed in the remarks of those 
hon. gentlemen who had deprecated the introduction into this discussion of 
any personal or political feeling. He (Mr. Baldwin) had no such feelings, 
but he was deeply anxious that the privileges of the people of this country 
should not be sacrificed, as they would be, if the House encouraged in 
Returning Officers such conduct as he should presently be able to show 

the person at the Bar had been guilty of in his dealing in this matter. 

If ever there was an occasion on which the House was called on to act with- 
out reference to those considerations of pity and commiseration which had 
been urged by gentlemen on the opposite side, the present was one. (Hear, 
hear.) The gentleman at the Bar had shown by his address a demeanour that 
he’2 was not a poor, ignorant person, he had shown himself to be a man of 
talent, a man of education, and could not, therefore, excuse his conduct 

on the occasion by ascribing it to the ignorance/3 of the duties he was 
called upon to perform/’4 or want of mind which a more ignorant man might 
have pleaded; he said, therefore, if they found that he had not done his 
duty, if they found that his conduct deserved punishment, there never could 
be a stronger case than the one before them./5 The country therefore had a 
right to expect that the House should exercise its rights in punishing hin. 
It was said by hon. gentlemen opposite that they sought to punish Mr. Vansit- 
tart because other Returning Officers in other times and circumstances, 

who had not performed their duty, had gone unpunished. Surely the hon. 
members who,misled by prejudice in favour of Mr. Vansittart, have felt that 
they were attempting to impose a fallacy on the House; he would not punish 
Mr. Vansittart for the offences of others, but unquestionably, if Mr. 
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Vansittart had been guilty of doing that which should justly call down on 
him the censure of the House, and subject him to such punishment as the House 
could constitutionally inflict, he (Mr. R.) did not hesitate to say that the 
constant recurrence of offences similar to this was a reason for the House 
to inflict such punishment as it was in their power to do. Would the hon. 
gentlemen apply their reasoning to other crimes and say that the increase 
of that crime was not a reason for the more stringent enforcement of the 
law regarding it? If not, why should they apply an argument to this 
offence which they could not apply to another? If the House should come 
to the conclusion that Mr. Vansittart had really been guilty of the of- 
fence charged against him, then every conclusion called upon them to make 
an example of him. 

Hear, hear, from SIR A. macnas. 77 

MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN ((continued:)) The hon. and gallant Knight from 
Hamilton cheered him, but he must have felt in this debate that leading as 
he did the phalanxes of the opposition, he had a very weak case to defend 
when he commenced his speech, not with any arguments on the merits of the 
question before the House, but by making a personal attack on the hon. 
member for Norfolk. (Hear, hear.) The hon. and gallant Knight had also 
attacked others members on his (Mr. H.'s) side of the House; he had attack- 
ed the hon. member for Middlesex (Mr. Notman) for an expression he made 
use of in opening the debate, speaking of the attempts that had been made 
to rob the electors of Canada of their rights, he had said that such con- 
duct against the country of his adoption he could never forget, and never 
forgive. The hon. and gallant Knight had attempted to give a personal 
meaning to those expressions; but had he known the hon. member for Middle- 
sex from boyhood, as he (Mr. Baldwin) had done, he would have known that 
there was not a kinder hearted man in the House. (Cheers.) His hon. 
friend from Oxford (Mr. Hincks) had also been assailed as being actuated 
by vindictive feelings in the course he pursued in this matter; he (Mr. B) 
had known that gentleman for many years, and he would say that there was 
not a man on the opposite side, or in the whole House, so free from 
vindictive feelings as his hon. friend, the member for Oxford, (cheers,) 
but the gentlemen on the opposite side felt the weakness of their cause 
and they therefore endeavoured by their personal attacks to draw off the 
attention of the House from the real question before it (hear, hear.) 
Having said so much with regard to the course taken by hon. gentlemen on 
the other side, he would next come to the question before the House. In 
the first instance, so far as regards the illegality of Mr. Vansittart's 
proceedings, as that was fully admitted with the exception perhaps of one 
or two hon. members on the other side of the House, he would not discuss 
that part of the question; but he would say, that at the moment when Mr. 
Vansittart put the question to the electors, whether they chose Mr. Hincks 
or Mr. Carroll for their representative, he had completely decided the 
question of the qualification. For it must be evident, that he could not 
have put before the electors the name of a gentleman who was not qualified. 
The question was not whether the electors would choose one who was qualified 
or unqualified, but whether they would choose as their representative A 
or B, both being supposed to be qualified. That showed clearly that Mr. 
Vansittart had decided the question, and he had nothing left to do but 
return the party who received the greatest mumber of votes. Mr. Vansittart 
had stated at the Bar, that he had had some doubts on his mind, as to the 


exact position which he occupied as a Returning Geficer’” but whether he 
considered he was bound to act in a judicial or a ministerial capacity, and 
he answered that he believed he was a judicial officer, and that he was 
called upon to act as a judge/?. But he was right in that decision, and the 
oath taken by him as a Returning Officer, was sufficient of itself to con- 
vince him that that was the case. That oath was, that he would perform his 
duty faithfully and impartially in conducting the election. Well, he would 
call on that House to remark in what manner this gentleman in his judicial 
capacity acted. He would take his own evidence®9 and the documents before 
the House?! for he was not disposed to refer to the evidence of the other 
parties to strengthen the conclusion he had arrived at. Mr. Vansittart swore 
to perform his duties faithfully and impartially, and yet what was the 

very first thing drawn from him at the Bar--that he considered that it was 
the prerogative of the government of the day, to appoint men in whom they 
had confidence, to the situations of Returning and Deputy Returning Officers, 
and who would carry out the instructions sent to them by the government. 

This was the declaration made by a judge, one who was appointed to perform 
his duty faithfully and impartially. The first impression in his mind appeared 
to be, that he should at once choose sides- that was the key to the whole 

of his conduct. At one moment he expressed his opinion that he was obliged 
to act in the capacity, and in the next declared that it was a part of his 
duty as judge to act under the instructions of one particular party. That 
was the mistake made by Mr. Vansittart, and he would say that it was a 
criminal mistake.°~ 
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MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN.--Since the hon. and gallant Knight had cheered hin, 
he would like to know, what he would say, if in a disputed case between them, 
the judge, who was to decide, should act under his instructions. He would 
ask that hon. gentleman, he would ask any hon. member _on either side of the 
House, if that was the spirit_in which Mr. Vansittart®4 holding a judicial 
office, should be actuated by®), For his part, he had not the slightest 
doubt, that it was under this impression that he had acted, allowing himn- 
self to be carried away by the instructions he had received from the party 
who appointed him.86 Nothing could be ... plainer.®/ Without referring 
to any of those considerations, which should have guided every man of 
honor, in a similar case, his oath as a judge ought alone to have taught 
him to act in a different manner. But to proceed a little further, this 
same Returning Officer, who, according to his own account, was acting as 
a judge, actually appointed as Deputy Returning Officers, acting under him, 
men who he knew, were disposed to carry out the instructions of the Govern- 
ment, regardless of the rights and privileges of the people; but true to the 
party that appointed him, he appointed to act under him, not merely political 
partizans but he absolutely selected an individual who had been a candidate 
for the representation of the county, but had withdrawn in favour of Mr. 
Hincks' opponent (hear, hear.) He would ask hon. members if that was the 
conduct they ought to have expected from a judge appointed to act impartially 
between the two parties, and acting in the character of a judge. He 
(Mr. B.) put it to the House, whether a gentleman acting so should be be- 
lieved innocent, when he had so outraged the principles upon which he should 
have acted?89 But that was not the only criminal conduct of that judge! 

When a difficulty arose, who did he go to? Did he go to any impartial 
member of the legal profession? An hon. member on the other side had said 
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that it was impossible to find an impartial person. He knew that a few 
years ago, there was a class of persons called moderates, of whom he had 

no very satisfactory, reminiscences, and although it might be a hard matter 
at the present day, to find a person with no political opinions, still he 
would maintain that there was a great difference between applying for advice 
to a party engaged in a political contest, and one who kept himself aloof 
from it. Could it be asserted that Mr. Vansittart had applied for advice 

to any of the opposite party. What would be said of a Judge of Nisi Prius, 
or any other court, who would consult with the counsel of one party alone, 
((going)) into a room with the counsel of one party, to the exclusion of 

the other, for the purpose of consultation? But Mr. Vansittart acted even 
still more grossly than that; he had gone not merely to the counsel of 

one parties, but in going to the late Solicitor General, or Attorney 
General, for advice, had gone to the party itself, both beingat the 

moment embarked in a preat (sic) political contest. He did not mean to 
imply that either of those learned gentlemen would have given a perverted 
decision in order to suit their own interests, but he would say that they 
should not have been required to give an opinion in a case of this kind, 
more especially as it was one which they would shortly after have to decide 
upon in the capacity of Judges in that House. It was one of those peculiar 
cases in which great delicacy should have been manifested by Mr. Vansittart, 
and which, in his (Mr. B.'s) opinion, would have made any reference to the 
Crown Officers extremely improper. Were there no professional men, then, 

to whom Mr. Vansittart could have applied in this emergency, who were not 
engaged in the contest of the day? So far from that being the case, it appeared 
from his own evidence, that he had actually applied to two professional gentlemen, 
Messrs. Hall and Hughes, who, although, no doubt, possessing political 
feelings, yet had taken no active part in the contest--their politics 

were unknown to him, very probably they were of the same cast as those of 
the honorable gentlemen of the other side, and, so far as he knew, the 
advice they gave Mr. Vansittart was a perfect mystery to every one in the 
House. Honorable gentlemen on the other side had, however, supported the 
course pursued by him, and asked, with apparent surprise, who he should 
apply to for advice except to the Crown Officers? He would, in reply, 

ask those honorable gentlemen, if a Judge of the lowest Court in the Pro- 
vince had acted in a similar manner, would they not at once have denounced 
him as a disgrace to the Bench upon which he sat? He would ask them, also 
how it would be possible for any impartial man to view the professions 

of Mr. Vansittart to do justice to any thing else than a mockery when com- 
pared to the actual circumstances; and he could see nothing to relieve 

him from the charge of having acted corruptly. It was the natural con- 
clusion to which he was led by the whole train of circumstances. But view- 
ing the subject in another light, he (Mr. B.) was not prepared to admit 

that the mere fact of his taking advice should have shielded him, if, in 
following out that advice, he had acted corruptly. There is such a thing 

as taking advice after a person's mind is made up. He did not mean to 
assert that this was the case in the present instance; for it is a very 

nice question to decide whether a party, in taking legal advice, is merely 
following up his own predetermined opinion or not; but he merely made the 
remark in order to observe, as he said before, that he was not prepared to 
allow the Returning Officer to throw off all responsibiltiy, by his merely 
proving that he had taken legal advice, and thus open the door to offences 
of a similar nature in future. But what did Mr. Vansittart himself say with 
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regard to this legal advice taken by him? It did not appear from any statement 
made by him that he had taken the advice according to the legal form. He 

did not prove that he had laid a written case before any of the professional 
gentlemen whom he said he consulted, nor obtained their written opinion. He 
even avoided the use of the term advice, which is the regular term, and stated 
that he had obtained the opinion of Mr. Cameron in a loose conversational 

form. That, in his opinion, was far from satisfactory. Who, he would ask, 

was ever satisfied before with a legal opinion conveyed in such a form? If 

he had really placed any dependence on the advice he thus sought, why did he 
not obtain a written opinion, which he could have put in ... his defence at 

the bar? Or if he had obtained no written opinion, why did he not bring 
Messrs. Hall and Hughes down to the bar to show that the advice was that they 
had given him, and to show whether he had acted on it?--for, as his hon. 

friend the Solicitor General West had well put it, it was impossible for any 
person to say what that advice was. They did not know to what political 
opinion those parties belonged, for they had taken no part in the late political 
contest; and yet, without knowing anything at all about them, they were re- 
quired to take it for granted that Mr. Vansittart had exactly followed their 
advice. He must say, for himself, that he was not prepared to adopt this 
position. It was just as likely that they had given advice of a nature directly 
contrary, and for that reason the gentleman at the Bar very possibly did not 
wish to produce it. 


MR. H. SHERWOOD (Toronto) said that Mr. Vansittart had stated, in his 
defence, that the whole of these gentlemen had coincided in opinion. 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN continued--There was no evidence brought forward 
to that effect; and when that was the case was it reasonable to expect that 
he and the House were prepared to assume that Messrs. Hall and Hughes had 
advised the gentleman at the bar, to pursue the course which he had taken. 
In fact, in justice to these gentlemen, he would rather be inclined to be- 
lieve that they had not advised a course which so large a majority of that 
House had declared to be contrary to law. But turning again to the de- 
fence of this impartial judge, what was the nature of the plan put in by 
him with respect to the second qualification? According to his statement, 
he was actuated by a strong desire, in short, he felt exceedingly anxious 
to afford Mr. Hincks an opportunity of sending up a qualification, which 
would be valid in point of law. How consistent with such a feeling was 
his conduct when the second qualification was presented to him? He absolute- 
ly refused to receive it! And yet, although he manifested such utter in- 
difference to the qualification, when a reference was made to the qual- 
ification of one of the opposing candidates, Mr. Carroll's he believed, 
in consequence of a flaw which Mr. Hincks' agent asserted he had discover- 
ed, he showed the most lively interest, and being checked by Mr. Brown, 
who told him that was none of his business, he attempted to gloss it over 
by asserting that his interference was mainly actuated by a desire to do 
justice to all parties. Was that the motive which influenced him, when 
pressed to receive Mr. Hincks' qualification on the day it was presented. 
What reply did he give Mr. Brown's question? Why, he gave an equivocal 
answer, which left him, and the whole of the electors of the county, in 
a state of uncertainty. It was easy to see the reason for his doing so. 

If he had been determined to act fairly and impartially to all parties 

he would at once have given a decided answer. How easy it would have been 
to let the electors know at once the course he intended to pursue? But no, 
that did notisuit him!) He left them in a state of uncertainty, until the 
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day when he had to make a declaration as to who was elected, and then quietly 
informed them that all the votes given in favor of his honble. friend were 
thrown away! The hon. member then called the attention of the House to the 
answers given by Mr. Vansittart, when at the bar, to the questions put to 
him, arguing that from his admission of the fact, that he had sent the Poll 
Books to his deputy, ruled in three columns ((which)) recognised Mr. Hincks 
as a candidate, as it must be perfectly clear to every one, that if Mr. Hincks 
had not been a candidate, there would have been no necessity for ruling the 
poll books in three columns. That argument was further strengthened in his 
opinion, by Mr. Vansittart's admission, that he had not sent any instructions 
to his deputies, not to recognise him as a candidate. And further, in reply 
to a question put to him, as to whether he knew that the name of Mr. Hincks 
stood at the head of any of the poll books, he replied he did not, as he did 
not consider it to be a matter of importance. What! would any person pre- 
sent,--would any man with a head on his shoulders, tell him that it was a 
matter of no importance to the electors of Oxford to know whether the name of 
his hon. friend was on the lists as a candidate? Certainly, it was a reply 
which he should never have expected to receive, and was in his opinion, only 
another proof of Mr. Vansittart's desire to take such a course as would fin- 
ally enable him to act in any manner he pleased. He conceived right that he 
was in the position of a judge; he possessed an anxious desire to act fairly 
towards both parties, but almost every one of his acts showed a strong parti- 
ality for the side by which he was associated. His mode of dealing with the 
alien votes was but another proof of that. The upright judge--the man who 
carried on whispering conversations with people of one party, refused, al- 
though repeatedly urged to do so by Mr. Brown, to communicate to his deputies 
the fact of a proclamation?2 in the Gazette93 having been recently issued 
respecting these alien votes, from a very commendable desire to leave the 
electors of Oxford in ignorance respecting the laws of the land. That was 

an established fact, and he would ask hon. members if they did not consider 
any defence a mockery, after such gross misconduct. (Hear!) He, for one, 
could not rest without enforcing on them the necessity of punishing in the 
most rigorous manner an individual who had so openly and directly broken the 
trust committed to him. He would not any longer take up the time of the House 
with remarks upon the evidence given by Mr. Vansittart. What he had already 
said on that subject he thought would be quite sufficient to convince any per- 
son who had not allowed himself to be misled, that Mr. Vansittart had not 
acted in such a manner as to merit the trust confided to him, but had violated 
the privileges of the House and infringed on the rights of the Baa He 
would therefore address himself to another part of the subject. 4 The hon. 
member then proceeded to speak of the course which had been pursued by the 
House against Mr. Vansittart, and said that he had looked into the authorities, 
and that he found precedents both for the course which had been pursued, and 
for the one contended for by the members opposite; that the passing of the 
first Resolutions was a mere matter of form, and that Mr. Vansittart had been 
heard before that he was condemned, and if they had adopted the amendment 
proposed by the member for Hamilton last Session, it would have nullified 
their whole proceedings. 99 Now, at that time, there had been no resolution 
condemnatory of Mr. Vansittart; yet the hon. member for Hamilton moved in 
amendment to the resolution proposed last session, that all the words 

after "that" be struck out, and the following words added:--"A copy of any 
resolutions which may be adopted relative to the Returning Officer for the 
County of Oxford be communicated to him, and that he should be heard 


against them."’ That presupposed the adoption of the resolutions which he 


said were to be carried?® but there were none.9’ It had been thought by 
some gentlemen that the House should deal with this case according to their 
own authority; but there was a man who had offended against the people of 
the Province as Mr. Vansittart had done--he ought to be punished in such 
a way as would serve for an example for the future. The hon. member for 
Hamilton said this was the last Returning Officer who could be placed in 
such a position as this. The hon. member could not have read the bill; 
for had he done so he would have found that the Returning Officers were 
for the future to be ex-officio. It was of the greatest consequence that 
these persons should have this example set before them, and nothing could 
be more salutary than for the House to punish the Returning Officer, as 
he deserved. Let him not be imprisoned for a few days to be afterwards 
treated to a dinner; but in such a way as will be felt. The hon. member 
here cited an example in England in the last century, in which the Sheriff 
of Dundee?8 was punished in a manner similar to that now proposed. 

The House Commons (sic) having declared that person guilty of having 
acted improperly as Returning Officer:--Resolved,--"That an Address be 
presented to His Majesty, praying him to remove the person from the 
office of Receiver-General of the Land Revenue for the County which he 
then held.""100 we thought the Returning Officer, by ig: conduct. from 
the first, had, at every step, aggravated his original fault.101 


MR. BADGLEY fully agreed with the introductory remark of the last 
speaker, as to the importance of the principle involved in the question 
then before the House. They were bound to consider and preserve from 
attack the rights of the people, as well as those of the House--in their 
jealous retention of the latter, they must, yet more, protect the former. 
This was a question of past precedents, of what occurred a hundred years 
ago, nor yet were they to be swayed altogether by the warning to be de- 
rived in future matters of a like nature; all these considerations should 
be set aside, and the House ought to treat the subject on its intrinsic 
bearing on the present--to view it as it stands, as naked truth, before the 
House; and here he was struck by the illegality of the principle sought 
to be here established. They were not there to prove a crime, in the 
present instance--no crime had been brought home to Mr. Vansittart--but 
a mere contravention of an Act, as far as exhibited in Mr. V.'s not having 
returned the candidate having the majority of votes, on account of his 
(Mr. V.) not being satisfied as to the qualification tendered. He had been 
charged with a breach of the privileges of that House, and was brought to 
the Bar. What course was adopted, then? His statement was heard, without 
the privilege of being defended by Counsel. Honorable members had, by 
this time, become intimate with the evidence laid before them; and what 
was the result of their perusal?--but that a willing eager witness had been 
brought forward (Mr. Brown) after Mr. V.'s defence. Did Mr. V. ask to 
clear himself of the charge made against him, or assert that he had acted 
with strict propriety? He asked merely to have the opportunity of con- 
tradicting the testimony of Mr. Brown, without attempting to say that he 
(Mr. V.) had not unfairly invaded the privileges of that House. The hon. 
member for Middlesex had said that the granting this request was an act of 
mercy. 'This»he (Mr. 9B.) denied. °Ilt was Mr. V."s undoubted right to be 
allowed to confute the ex parte interested evidence of Mr. Brown. It was 
certain that that individual's evidence was very much at variance with that 
of Messrs. Deeds and Whitehead. Mr. V. was merely charged with having an 
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interview with Col. Whitehead, an accusation which, whatever it was worth, 
could not be disproved by Mr. V., from its being word-of-mouth matter bet- 
ween the parties; but the main facts stated by Mr. Brown were entirely dis- 
proved by the deposition of Mr. V.'s witnesses. But, setting aside the 
question of the discrepancies in the evidence, he stated boldly, that 
nothing therein contained showed anything culpable or corrupt. Ina 

matter of this kind the question of refutation demanded the display of 
something like Christian feeling. (So we understood him.) He certainly 
did not object to the vindication of the rights and privileges of the 
House, but was the point ultimately involved in the judgment? The 3 
decisions of that House had before then been changed; the proceedings of 

‘a majority was (sic) not always strict; no authority or tribunal there, 

or elsewhere, was infallible; it might be impugned by public opinion, 

and he should, therefore, be sorry to see Mr. V. made a political martyr. 

A decision having such an effect, would lead this country to believe that 
the Ministry had treated the question as they would any ordinary Ministerial 
one. The whole matter had begun and continued in error, and was supported 
by the erroneous judgment of a majority. Assuming, as he did, that there 
existed no corruption nor crime, he could not sanction such a punishment 

as was contemplated by the Resolution. Even when the existence of crime 
was certain, it was not always necessary to resort to severe penalties; 

but they must have clear proof of the charge; this was the undoubted 
principle of every Legislature, and of every Court; and would they, in 

an Assembly boasting of British connection, strain, to the ultimate, 

their efforts to crush an individual? No, the time is past for endeavour- 
ing to afflict one person on account of the faults of numerous others of 

a former date, the punishment of whose offences rested with an all seeing 
God, who "visited the sins of the fallen upon the children to the third 

and fourth generation." If Mr. V. had clearly been guilty, let the punish- 
ment follow. This was not alone a question of the present day, but it would 
be on record to amaze those of future times, that he (Mr. V.) had been 
punished for the faults of other people.t 


MR. RICHARDS, in answer to what had been said by Mr. McConnell, stated, 
that on an election committee the latter gentleman had expressed his sat- 
isfaction at being able to vote according to his conscience, as he had on 
a former occasion, been oes eee to vote contrary to it by the lawyers 
who were on the committee.193 


MR. CAYLEY (amid loud cries of uae tien ia in the absence of Mr. 
McConnell, would state that he had heard a totally different version of 
the story. 10 


MR. STEVENSON also made some remarks ... ((There were)) continued cries 
of "question"106, He had heard the conversation alluded to: Mr. McConnell 
had not said that he voted contrary to his conscience; but contrary to the 
opinion he had previously formed, when he found that opinion was contrary 
to law.107 


SIR A. MACNAB rose and said, that he would not again have addressed 
the House, had not the Attorney-General West made remarks referring to 
himself and his observations about the hon. member for Norfolk. He (Sir 
A. MacNab) did not regret what he had said--he certainly did not wish to 
hurt the feelings of that, or any other hon. member--but he would remind 
that Hon. member of the course pursued towards him in the Upper Canada 


Assembly, and hoped he would take a lesson therefrom as to his conduct 

in this case. That Hon. member had been summoned before an Election 
Committee, and he demanded whether he was considered to appear on the 
ground of compulsion or civility. The result of the proceedings in that 
case was his being declared guilty of a breach of the privileges of the 
House, but it was then considered sufficient his (the Hon. member for 
Norfolk) being placed at the Bar to receive the reprimand of the House. 
How different is the case of Mr. V. Hon. gentlemen opposite expressed their 
extreme tenacity of the privileges of this House, but those of the people 
were of a larger and more important character; and of them the House was 
the depository. He would not say that Mr. V. was right in what he did, 
but he was against their prosecuting him for a breach of their privilege 


effect of a similar scene before the Imperial in ere F 
brought to the Bar, the charges brought against him, but no o 
arranging his defence, but the empty mockery gone through, of 
what he had to say in exculpation? What could he say when sta 
the face he saw the opposition already prepared? The course deci 
be adopted should have been made known to him previously, and 
have been allowed the assistance of Counsel if desired. He then r 
red to authorities showing the English principle, and tha e 
Whig Government, and he would ask was 24 hours too much all 
Mr. V., time to make his defence. The Ministry had by their proc 
in this case violated the provisions of the Grenville Act. Hea 
Bs the strong language used by a member of the House of Commons ( 
Barry) in 1771, on the occasion of two Magistrates being arraigned at 
the Bar of that House, and who were refused the proper means of defence. 
The Colonel condemned it in a most eloquent manner, and lef h 
followed by all the Whig members rather than see it carried. t99 He (Cokes 
Barry) said,, ‘that the more ablirary ‘conduct of that. House in h 
would tend to multiply them; that he would leave those walls, &c.,--they 
were unholy, a Pandemonium, &c."" He (Sir A. MacNab) knew that s 
language here would be held un-Parliamentary, and he would not r 
it, but he would repeat his condemnation of the unjust course adopte 
respecting Mr. V. Hon. members on the other side had said, heresay 
ence ought to be taken; if so, he would refer the Hon Attorney-General 
West to the Journals--respecting his own case, when a Petition was pre- 
sented from numerous electors of Hastings, (referring for that purpose) 
and the allegations about the violent rioting, &c., on the occasion of 
the election there-- a case in which as much and more might have been 
drawn out by hearsay evidence as in thisll0 ({and the)) hon. member ... 
convicted of violence and all sorts of corruption. The hon. member for 
Drummond, too, now so staunch an advocate of popular rightstit had con- 
gratulated Lower Canada on the subject of the elections in that part of 
the Province. He (Sir A. Macnab) would remind him of elections in Lower 
Canadall? when, in the year 1841, the people of Lower C 
not merely of violence but of aurdereee and to thorovg 
which, every effort was made in Lord Sydenham's time--e 
e 
u 
O 


z 
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and here read the original motion, he went on to ask them to imagine the 
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unassisted by the hon. member. How changed were the f 
member now that he was in the majority; although the ques 
was then involved, he did not then see the necessity for 
A. MacNab was about to proceed!14, 


MR. WATTS asked, why the eee Knight dealt in generalities, and 
did not go into more detai1.+15 
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SIR A. MACNAB proceeded to refer to the cases.11l6 
MR. WATTS--What cases? Where was murder then.1ll7 


SIR A. MACNAB, after one or two more interruptions, went on:--Much 
had been said about personalities; things that he did not indulge in; one, 
for instance, that he did not, when Speaker of that House, know the French 
language. If such remarks were made, he must be allowed to answer them. 
After some observations on this head, he proceeded to say, that Mr. Hincks' 
qualification would have been objected to by 99 out of a 100 Returning- 
Officersl18, who would naturally apply to the Law Officers of the Crown. 
Much had been said about his (Mr. V.'s) taking the opinion of Mr. J. H. 
Cameron, a very able lawyer by the way. Mr. V. had also consulted other 
able lawyers. Mr. V. did well in keeping open a matter like Mr. Hincks' 
qualification, one that naturally puzzled him, (Mr. V.) this House, or 
the cutest Philadelphia lawyer in deciding upon. He would ask the At- 
torney-General West, if he did not, at the Lincoln Election, give an 
opinion to the present hon. member for Lincoln, similar to that given by 
Mr. V. at the Oxford Election?119 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN said he might have done so; he did not remember 
exactly the fact.120 


SIR A. MACNAB did not think that Mr. V.'s conduct was bad or corrupt, 
and he (Sir A. MacNab) had a right to see that he was not unjustly con- 
ducted by hon. members, who had acted as Judges and Advocates; he (Sir 
A. MacNab) would not have him ruined, and thus set a bad example for 
Upper Canada. They, in Upper Canada would think with him, that already 
a great deal of time had been wasted on this matter, which had cost the 
country, up to the present moment, from £5000 to £6000--(Hear, hear.) 
Upper Canadians would not imagine that that House had obliged them by 
punishing Mr. V.; he hoped the House would treat Mr. V. as they ought. 
The question had been asked, why had Mr. V. brought forward more wit- 
nesses? It was because the House had refused the Commission to Mr. Murney. 

((There were)) a few more words from Sir A. MacNab.121 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN read from the Journals of the Upper Canada Parlia- 
ment to shew that that the position against his election for Hastings, had 
been declared frivolous and vexatious.122 


((There was)) a remark or two from MR. J. SCOTT (Bytown) .123 


(80) 
And the Questton betng put; the House dtvided: and the names being 
called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


YEAS. 

Messteurs Badgley, Brooks, Cayley, Chrtstie, Crysler, Gugy, Macdonald 
of KINGSTON, Str Allan N. MacNab, Malloch, M'Connell, M'Lean, Prince, Rob- 
tnson, Seymour, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Sherwood of TORONTO, Smith of 
FRONTENAC, and Stevenson.--(18.) 

NAYS. 

Messteurs Armstrong, Attorney General Baldwin, Beaubten, Bell, Sol- 
tettor General Blake, Boulton of NORFOLK, Bouthtllter, Burrttt, Cameron, 
of KENT, Cartter, Cauchon, Chabot, Chauveau, Davignon, DeWitt, Dtekson, 
Dumas, Fergusson, Flint, Fortter, Fournter, Gutllet, Hall, Hineks, Holmes, 
Jobin, Attorney General LaFontatne, Laterrtére, Laurin, Lemteux, Lyon, 
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Marquis, M'Farland, Merrttt, Méthot, Morrison, Nelson, Notman, Papineau 
a a a eg ea Ce ee EN eg 
ny (a 


Price, Richards, Sauvageau, Scott of BYTOWN, Seott of TWO MOUNTATI S 
of DURHAM, Smith of. WENTWORTH, Taché, Thompson, Viger, Watts, Wetenhall 
and Wtlson.--(52) 


So tt passed tn the Negative. 


And the Question betng agatn proposed, That thts House having heard 
the evtdence adduced on the part of John George Vansittart, Esqutre, tn 
r 


LE) 
defence of hts conduct as Returning Officer for the County of Oxford 
the last General Electton, adheres to tts Resolutton of the 21st March 
last, "That the satd John George Vanstttart, Esquire, having taken upon 
himself to return Peter Carroll, Esquire, as Member for the satd County 
to serve tn thts present Parliament, contrary to the majority of votes 
recetved by him on the Poll Book tn favor of the Honorable Franets Hincks, 
who ought therefore to have been returned, acted tllegally, tn deftance 
of law, tn mantfest violation of the rights of the freeholders of the 


satd County, and tn breach of the privileges of thts House." 





g 
Mr. Wilson moved tn amendment to the Question, seconded by Mr. Dickson, 


34 


(3 
That all the words after "That" to the end of the Question be left out, and 
the words "John George Vansittart, Esquire, tn returning Peter Carroll, 


Esqutre, tnstead of the Honorable Franets Hineks, acted in dereltctton 
of hts duty as Returning Officer for the County of Oxford, and was gutlty 
oF 


f a breach of the prtvtleges of this House," added instead thereof. 
And the Question betng put on the Amendment; the House divtded: and 
the names betng called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


IAQ 
7) 
LAD. 


Messteurs Christte, Dickson, Gugy, M'Connell, M'Lean, Smtth of 
FRONTENAC, Stevenson, and Wilson.--(8.) 
NAYS. 
Messteurs Armstrong, Badgley, Attorney General Baldwin, Beaubien, Bell, 
Soltettor General Blake, Boulton of NORFOLK, Bouthtllter, Brooks, Burritt 


Se ot SN 
Cameron of KENT, Cartter, Cauchon, Cayley, Chabot, Chauvedu, Crysler, 


Davignon, DeWtst, Duchesnay, Dumas s Fergusson, Flint, Fortier, Fournter, 
Guillet, Hall, Hineks, Holmes, Jobin, Attorney General LaFontatne, Later- 


riére, Laurin, Lemieux, Lyon, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Sir Allan WN. Maciab, 
Malloch, Marquis, M'Farland, Merritt, Méthot, Morrison, Nelson, Notman, 


ee ee ee pea SE Bice 2} 
Papineau, Price, Prince, Richards, Robinson, Sauvageau, §. Ff BYTOWN, 


C 
Scott _of TWO MOUNTAINS, Seymour, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, S 
TORONTO, Smith of DURHAM, Smith of WENTWORTH, Thompson, Viger, Watts, and 
Wetenhall.--(62.) 
So tt passed in the Negative. 
Then the matn Questton betng put; the House dtvtded: and the names 
betng called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


YEAS. 
Messteurs Armstrong, Attorney General Baldwin, Beaubien, Bell, Sol- 
tettor General Blake, Boulton of NORFOLK, Bouthtllter, Burritt, Cameron 


of KENT, Cartter, Cauchon, Chabot, Chauveau, Davignon, DeWitt, Duchesnay, 
Dumas, Fergusson, Flint, Fortier, Fournter, Guillet, Hall, Hineks, Holmes, 


Jobin, Attorney General LaFontaine, Laterrtére, Laurin, Lemteux, Lyon, 


Marquis, M'Farland, Merritt, Méthot, Morrtson, Nelson, Notman, Papineau, 
Price, Richards, Sauvageau, Scott of BYTOWN, Scott of TWO MOUNTAINS, Smutn 
of DURHAM, Smtth of WENTWORTH, Taché, Thompson, Viger, Watts, and Weten- 

1 “ak RG) ) 

hatl.--(51. 
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NAYS. 

Messteurs Badgley, Brooks, Cayley, Christie, Crysler, Dickson, Gugy, 
Macdonald of KINGSTON, Str Allan N. MacNab, Malloch, M'Connell, M'Lean, 
Prince, Robinson, Seymour, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Sherwood _of TORONTO, 
Smith of FRONTENAC, Stevenson, and Wtlson.--(20.) 


So tt was resolved tn the Affirmative. 


Mr. Notman moved, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Boulton, and the Ques- 
tton being proposed, That an humble Address be presented to Hts Excellency 
the Governor General, praytng that His Excellency may be pleased to re- 
move the satd John George Vanstttart, Esqutre, from betng Inspector of 
Lteenses of the Dtstriet of Brock, as a warning to others who shall here- 
after fill the very responstble office of Returning Officer. 


SIR A. MACNAB ... ((made)) very few venatrs sco 


(80) 

Str Allan N. MacNab moved in amendment to the Questton, seconded by 
the Honorable Mr. Macdonald, That all the words after "That" to the end 
of the Question be left out, and the words "John George Vanstttart, Es- 
quire, be brought to the bar of thts House, that he there be adnontshed 
by Mr. Speaker, and then discharged," added tnstead thereof. 


MR. J. SCOTT (Bytown) thought gentlemen on the other side of the House, 
would have consulted more the interest of their client, Mr. Vansittart, 
had they adopted a different line of conduct; their whole conduct had 
been to weave a tissue of abuse towards all their opponents. On the other 
side every member had voted together on every amendment. If the divisions 
were consulted it would be found that this was not the case with his (Mr. 
Scott's) side of the House. It must be admitted that Mr. Vansittart de- 
served punishment. He would have voted to imprison him but would not vote 
to take away his office; that would be a cowardly act on the part of the 
majority which would besides throw the patronage of this office into the 
hands of the hon. Inspector-General. A ministry should be above suspicion, 
but if this course were adopted, whatever the purity of their motives, 
the public would say that the Returning Officer was dismissed to make 
room for an admirer of the Inspector-General. He would, therefore, vote 
for the amendment.125 


(81) 
And the Questton betng put on the Amendment; the House divtded: and 
the names betng called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


YEAS. 

Messteurs Badgley, Cayley, Chrtstie, Crysler, Dickson, Flint, Gugy, 
Iyon, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Str Allan N. MacNab, Malloch, M'Connell, 
M'Lean, Prinee, Robinson, Scott of BYTOWN, Seymour, Sherwood of BROCK- 

ILLE, Sherwood of TORONTO, Smtth of FRONTENAC, and Stevenson.--(21.) 


NAYS. 

Messteurs Armstrong, Attorney General Baldwin, Beaubten, Bell, Sol- 
tettor General Blake, Boulton of NORFOLK, Bouthillter, Burritt, Cameron 
of KENT, Cartier, Cauchon, Chabot, Chauveau, Davitgnon, DeWitt, Duchesnay, 
Dumas, Fergusson, Fortter, Fournter, Gutllet, Hall, Hineks, Holmes, Jobin, 
Attorney General LaFontatne, Laterrtére, Laurin, Lemteux, Marguts, 


M'Farland, Merrttt, Méthot, Morrison, Nelson, Notman, Papineau, Price, 








2 
U 


A 


+ 
a 





ty re pt 
CIP 9 
X 1B) 
ajay} em 
S ‘Sd gy 
LA ca te 
YOPOPS 9 
SLL} w® 
©] OF $3 


w QO, 
7 {5 
fur oes iS 
M1 Ey esd 
ey ed i) 
YiO 9 RG 
ieee Tat 
ri Ey 
O] es 
“Sy ha 
(alae We 


APPENDIX: 12 FEBRUARY 1849. 


((WITHDRAWN PETITION RE: SURVEY OF TOWNSHIP OF NOUVELLE.) ) 


MR. CHRISTIE presented a petition from the inhabitants of the Township 


of Nouvelle, on the Bay of Chaleurs, praying for a survey of the division of 
the Township.12 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN ((requested)) the Petition ... ((be)) withdrawn, 
to afford an opportunity to the Crown Lands Commissioners to say whether 
the object of the Petitioners could not be reached by means of that Depart- 
MOT mes 
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MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 1849. 

& copy of this petition may be found in BRITISH COLONIST, 24 April 
1849. 

GLOBE, 21 February 1849. The following was also reported in PILOT, 
14 February 1849, copied by BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 22 February 1849, 

im identical TGeports. 

GLOBE, 21 February 1849. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 Feb- 
rudtyr 16492 8and, Pi 


ed 
MONTREAL HERALD as its source, GLOBE, 21 February 1849, in identical 
accounts. The GLOBE will be reproduced instead of the less legible 

PIG: 

GLOBE, 21 February 1849. 

IBLD. 

LBD. 


x 
LOT, 14 February 1849, copied by BROCKVILLE RECORDER 
22 February 1849, BRITISH WHIG, 16 February 1849, which acknowledged 


TEBID:. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 Feb- 
ruary 1849; and PILOT, 14 February 1849, copied by ode KVILLE RECORDER, 
2 oo 1849, and BRITISH WHIG, 16 February 1849, which acknowledged 
MONTREAL HERALD as its source,in identical accounts. 

PEROT, 14 February L649. 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 1849. 


debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 
vary 1849; PILOT, 14 February 1849, and GLOBE, 21 February 1849 n 
identical accounts, except that GLOBE omitted a large number of 
PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 23 February 1849, noted the debate. Whene 
possible, the GLOBE will be reproduced instead of the less legible 
PILOT. 


MONTREAL: GAZETTE, 14 February 1849. 
GLOBE, 21 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 1849 


GLOBE, 21 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 1849. 
EBay. 

IBID. 
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IBID. 

PILOT, 14 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 1849. 
PILOT, 14 February 1849 
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PILOT, 14 February 1849. 
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PILOT, 14 February 1349. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
PILOT, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
PILOT, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
PILOT, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
IBID. 

IBID. 
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1849. 


1849. 


1849. 


1849. 


PILOT, 14 February 1849. The ellipses represent illegible lines. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
ILISIED) 

PILOT, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
PILOT, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
PILOT, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
PILOT, 14 February 1349. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
LBD. 

PILOT, 14 February 1849. 
IUS0D) 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
PILOT, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
PILOT, 14 Yebruary 1649. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
PILOT, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
PILOT, 24 Bebruary 1649: 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
PILOT, 14 February 1849. The 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
PILOT, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
PILOT, 14 February 1849. 
Isa) 

LBEDS 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
PILOT, 14 February 1549. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
PILOT, 14 February 1849. 

TB aaDs 

IBID. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
PILOT, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
PILOT, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
PILOT, 14 February 1849. 
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ellipses represent illegible words. 
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MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
PILOT, 14 February 19849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
PILOT, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
IBID., which reports Dunbigh, 
PILOT, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
ILOT, 124 February 1649. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 


PILOT, 14 February 1649, 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
PILOT, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
PILOT, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
PILOT, 14 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 


PIToOt, 14 Pepruary 1649. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
PILOT, 14 February 1849° 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
reo. 

Lei). 
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PILOT, 14 February 1849, 
persons." 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
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PILOT; 24 February 1849. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 14 February 
PILOT, 14 February 13849. 
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reported this as "nineteen out of twenty 


1849. 


TUESDAY, 13 FEBRUARY 1849. 





(ez) 
Gore Bank. MR. SPEAKER laid before the House, a Statement 
of the Affairs of the Gore Bank, recetved tn con- 
formtty to an Order of thts House, of the twenty-fifth ultimo. 
Appendix (P.) For the satd Statement, see Appendix (P.) 
Pettttons The following Petittons were severally brought 
brought up. up, and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. Brooks,--The Petttton of Amos Bishop, Esquire, and others, of 
the Township of Dudswell, County of Sherbrooke. 

By the Honorable Mr. Cameron, of Kent,--The Petition of Abner Ltdwill 
and others, of the Townshtp of Colchester; and the Petttton of Benjamin 
Knapp and others, of Chatham and Camden. 

By Mr. Nelson,--The Petition of Alfred Savage and others, Apothecartes, 
Chemists, and Druggists of Canada East. 

By Mr. Cauehon, - -The Petition of the Reverend N. A. Leclere and others, 
of Lambton and other Townships County of Meganttic. 

By Mr. Fortter,--The Petition of J. B. Legendre, Esqutre, Mayor, and P. 
Pepin, Secretary, of the Muntctpal Counetl of Nicolet 

By Mr. Burritt, --Th Petttton of Wrlltam Bacon, a the Village of 
Ogdensburgh, tn the State of New York, merchants. 

By Mr. Thompson,--The Petition of of Jom DeCew and others, of Hatdtmand. 

By Mr. Christte,--The Petttion of James Motr Ferres, of the Clty of 
Montreal, Esqutre. 

By Mr. Gugy,--The Petttton of the Muntctpal Counetl of Sherbrooke 
(Ay lmer fee 





By Mr. Wilson, - -The Petition of Thomas C. Dixon, Esquire, and others, 
of the Toum of London and victntty. 

By Mr. Sauvageau,--The Petttiton of Charles Morice and others. 
Pettttons of Ordered, That the Petitton of the Right Reverend 
the Bishop the Brsho Op o of Bytown, praying an Act of Incor- 
of Bytown; oration for the College of Bytown; and the 


Petition of the Right Reverend the Bishop of 
rporation for "a Communaut te des 
Ss 
vl 





Bytown, praying an Act of Ineo Révérendes 
Soeurs de la Charité," be referred to the Standing Committee on Standing 
Orders. 

Of J. B. War- Resolved, That the Petittton of John B. Warren and 
ren and otners; others, of Whitby and other Tounsht ips, itn the 


Home District, be referred to a Select Com- 
mittee composed of Mr. Soltettor General Blake, Mr. Richards, Mr. Flint, 
Mr. Macdonald, of Glengarry, and Mr. Bell, to examine the contents there- 
of, and to report thereon wtth all conventent speed; wtth power to send 
for persons, papers, and records. 











Of Hy Cole Ordered, That the Petitton of Henry Cole and others, 
and others, of Seugog Island, be referred to the satd Com- 
referred. mittee. 

Stxth Report of The Honorable Mr. Boulton, from the Standing 
Committee on Committee on Standing Orders, presented to the House 
Standing Orders. the Stxth Report of the satd Committee; whtch was read, 


as followeth:-- 
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Bridge Bill of Ordered, That Mr. Dumas have leave to bring in a 
A. Archambeault BLLl to authorize Antotne Amable Archambeault 
and others. and others, to erect a Toll Bridge over the 


tver L'Assomptton, and for other purposes 
theretn menttoned. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Monday next. 


Mn oH. SHERWOOD, of Toronto, moved for an address to His Excellency, 
praying for copies of the Commissions of the Commissioners appointed to 
investigate into the affairs of the University of King's College, and also, 
for copies of their instructions, and all other documents relative therto 
(sic). Mr. Sherwood, in moving for the address, said he was desirous of 
obtaining the documents prior to any steps being taken by the Government 
to make any alterations in the constitution of the University, as they 
might gather information from them which would be of importance to them 


in considering the measure which would probably, be introduced into the 
House. 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN remarked that the hon. gentleman was in error in 
supposing that a Commission had been appointed by Government, it was in 
reality a Committee appointed by the? Council of the University, and that, 
it was appointed with reference to the pecuniary affairs of the University 
only“. At the same time, he would take occasion to remark, that the reason 
why the Government had not laid before the House their Bill, with respect 
to the University, as soon as their other measures, was, that they were in 
expectation of a preliminary, if not a final report, which would give them 
some idea of the monetary affairs of the College. His hon. friend from 
Halton, who was on the Commission, would, he believed, be prepared to 
give every information respecting the? proceedings of the Commission. 


MR. H. SHERWOOD understood that the Commission had been appointed by 
the Government.’ 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN.--"No.”° 


MR. H. SHERWOOD.--He would remark that he was not aware what was the 
mature of the Bill the Government intended to bring in, but he moved for 
this information in order that he might know how to vote on the Bill when 
it was introduced.? 


MR. WETENHALL said he was, as the learned Attorney General had stated, 
a member of King's College Commission, which had been established by auth- 
ority of a Statute of King's College passed in July last. Mr. W. then said 
he had informed the Commission, a few days before leaving Toronto, that he 
was about to attend in his seat in Parliament, and as it was probable he 
might be called on to explain why the Commission had not made their final 
report, he wished to confer with them on the subject. The Commissioners 
were unanimously of opinion that he should make no statement in Parliament 
which could be construed into an expression of opinion on matters still 
under consideration. He then proceeded to state that the Commission, con- 
sisting of Dr. Workman, Judge Bruns, and himself, met for the first time on 
the 7th August last, and after nominating him (Mr. Wetenhall) Chairman, 
proceeded to call on the Rev. Dr. McCaul, President of the University, and 
informed him that they were ready to enter upon their duties. The President 
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down to the present time; and as th were aware t much exciteme 
this subject prevailed throughout t res Province, they felt convinced of 
the necessity of approaching their inquiries unbiased by party feeling 
or denominational predilections. They, therefore, resolved to disca 
from their minds all reference to any statements which had been made er 
relation to the affairs of the University, either by the advocates or by 
the opponents of the present organization and management; and to form 
their opinions exclusively upon the facts which they should themselves 
discover in the course of their inves ations. With this view the Com- 
missioners deemed it proper to confine their preliminary inquiries to 
the examination of the documentary evidence afforded by the University 
records. The minutes of the College Council, and the copies of its 
official correspondence, were therefore obtained, and read over wit 
much attention, extracts being taken in every instance in which the 
Commissioners deemed explanation necessary The records thus examined 
were comprised in eight books, each ee tee a very large amount of 


=] 


matter--three being the minute books of the Council, and five the letter 
books. After examining these records, the Commissioners found it nec- 
essary to address a number of questions to several of the offices of 

the University, seeking for explanation upon various matters referred to 
in these records. These questions were framed with much care, and embrac- 
ed so wide a range of facts, as to render their construction a work of 
considerable labour and solicitude. And it is probable that the preparat- 


ion of the answers by the several parties to whom they were addressed 
will require some time, and much careful consideration, in order to r 
them sufficiently explicit to meet the purposes desired. Im order to 
conduct with exactitude and satisfaction that part of the investigation 
which related to the department of accounts, the Commissioners deemed it 
expedient to obtain the services of a competent accountant, and they were 
so fortunate as to secure one whose qualifications were well known in the 
city of Toronto to be of a high order, and have been proved to the Com- 
missioners to be such as to fully justify their appointment. They pro- 
ceeded, with the assistance of their accountant, to make a cursory exan- 


ination of the College account books, with a view to decide di ly upon 
the plan to be adopted in preparing a full and clear statement oe the 
state of the University Finances. Before commencing this examination, 


they had entertained the belief that the existing account books available 
in the Bursar's office would be found sufficient for the purpose desired, 
but they soon discovered, with much regret, that it would be a matter of 
total impossibility to declare from these books a satisfactory and reliable 
report of the present state of the finances or of the general management, 
the endowment. In order to arrive at the end proposed, and to accomplish 
in a proper manner this task which, by the terms of their appointment, had 
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been imposed upon them, the Commissioners perceived that a recompilation 
of the accounts upon approved commercial principles was indispensable; 
they accordingiv lost no time in making the necessary arrangements for the 
‘prosecution and final completion of this work. For some time after opening 
these new accounts, the Commissioners had flattered themselves, that by 
dint of strong exertions on their own part, and on that of the Clerks 
employed by them, they might succeed in completing their work, so as to 
be prepared with their final report before the opening of the present 
Session of Parliament. Difficulties, however, over which they could 
exercise no control, and to which it would be improper, at this stage of 
their labours, to make special reference from day to day, presented them- 
selves; and the conviction that the labours of the Commission would in- 
evitably be protracted to a period much more distant than the members 
or the public could possibly have supposed at the time of their appointment, 
was most reluctantly established in the minds of the Commissioners. Having 
at the outset determined that the work should be either well done, or not at- 
tempted, the Commissioners ...((had no)) alternative, but to proceed with their 
labors in the system which they had decided upon pursuing. A complete new 
set of accounts books, constructed upon the principle of double entry, is 
in process of compilation; the materials for the construction of these 
books are drawn from the existing account books and financial records of 
the College Office. This part of the work is one of considerable diffi- 
culty, and requiring the exercise of sound practical knowledge, and the 
utmost patience and penetration on the part of the accountant. Annual 
balances are made with a view to ensure accuracy in the general work, and 
to enable the Commissioners to prevent such periodical statements of the 
affairs of the University as may exhibitthe character of the management 
at various periods of administration. The number of accounts in the 
ledger is found to undergo a very considerable annual increase, and no 
doubt the circumstance will be found a source of augmentation of labour 
for several years from the foundation of the institution. The Commissioners 
Sis no difficulty in stating that they are fully convinced that their 
labours will, when completed, be found valuable alike to the interests 
of the community and of the University; and though no other advantage should 
be secured than the establishment of a rational and scientific system of 
keeping the College accounts, the work will not have been performed in 
vain; the account books which will be left by the Commissioners will not 
only serve the purposes of readily available financial records, but will 
also be found a model for the illustration of a proper and valuable system 
f bookkeeping--a consideration heretofore of great importance in King's 
College Office.10 


(82) 
On motton of the Honorable Mr. Sherwood, seconded by the Honorable 
Mr, Macedonatd, 
King's College. Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
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That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the 
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£59. 5s. 4d., about £100 less than what had been stated by members oppos- 
ite to be worth; and that the other office which had been represented as 
being only worth £7, was worth £24 8s. 5d.,13 and that by Mr. Vansittart’s 
own returns. He merely mentioned these facts to shew the very losse (sic) 
manner in which hon. members spoke of facts, which he thought, should 

have been represented with a greater degree of accuracy.l 


MR. LYON said that it appeared to him, after hearing the amendment 
just read, that the gentleman (sic) opposite were not actuated by any 
principle in dealing with the question, and that the course which had 
been followed by them, was almost enough in itself to have induced him 
to vote for the original motion. He had been much disappointed at the 
course which had been taken, and it appeared to him that they were in 
favor of the amendment. Supposing that they were also in favor of the 
original Resolution. 


SIR A. MACNAB asked for what year the blue book which had just been read 
was for?t 

Crdes ofc ox teage! 

SIR A. MACNAB ((resumed:)) Then it appeared to him that he was right 
yet. The hon. member had told them what the offices were worth in 1847, 
but that did not prove what they were worth now. It certainly looked a 
little strange that the blue book should have just been brought down at 
that precise moment, when the hon. member just wanted it. Why was not the 
blue book for 1848 also brought down? The blue book was generally brought 
down in the beginning of the Session. Well, £24 8s. 5d. from £59 8s. 4d. 
would leave Mr. Vansittart £35 less a penny, a large sum certainly. He 
had heard it stated that the Hon. Inspector-General had promised that the 
appointment they were taking away, to a son of one Charles, a tavern- 
keeper. 18 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS denied it. 19 


STR A. MACNAB.--Well, then, such had been stated, it was spoken of as 
a matter of notoriety, and he thought the Hon. member should be obliged 
to him for mentioning it, in order that he might be afforded an opportunity 
of denying it, or he might have been convicted of it, as being a matter of 
notoriety. <« 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS explained, with reference to the blue book being 
laid upon the table that day. He had been spoken to by the hon. member for 
Norfolk, several times, about the production of the blue book, but that he 
never gave him any idea of the purpose for which it was wanted by him 


MR. WILSON made some remarks in answer to the member for Russell, as 
to the inconsistency of the course he (Mr. W.) had followed. He had com- 
mented upon Mr. Vansittart's conduct in as strong terms as he thought the 
case admitted of. He had desired that he should be punished, and he was 
willing that he should be reprimanded, or that he should have been im- 
prisoned, but not long. From what had been said by the hon. member op- 
posite, he thought that they would be contented with the removal of Mr. 
Vansittart from any one of his offices, without regard to the emoluments 
of it. He thought that they might, therefore, agree with him in taking 
away all his offices but one, leaving Mr. Vansittart the only one from 
which he derived any emolument; in a word, taking, away all his honors, 
and leaving him the emolument which he enjoyed. ~~ 
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MR. SHERWOOD would like to know i hether 
of the office of Inspector of Licenses that 
of Revenue Inspector, which offices, togeth 
£100 a year. “~ 


MR. CHAUVEAU said that they mi 


‘ ght as well take one office as the whole, 
because, by taking one, they declared him unworthy to hold the others.4¢4 


MR. WATTS made some remarks in answer to the observations of Sir Allan 
MacNab, on the preceding day, as to his conduct in 1841 relative to the 
questions as to investigation into the disturbances which had taken pl 
the contested elections that year, and deemed that he was ever in 
of starting any enquiry into any of them.“- 


MR. SHERWOOD asked the Inspector-General whether the situation 
Revenue Inspector was held by a different commission from the off 

Inpsector of Licenses, and whether the depriving Mr. ape ueeant of 
latter would not also deprive him of the former office. 


MR. H. BOULTON did not know any thing about whether the one office was 

attached to the other or not, he had selected the first office which had 
ccurred to him and he was still ready to adhere to the resolution which 
e first proposed, and he now recollected a case which formerly occurred 
in 1847, where a return having been contested it was deemed by the House 
of Assembly that the Returning Officer should give his evidence in the 
matter, and he was accordingly summoned to appear at the bar of the House 
for that purpose. The Returning Officer, Col. Fortune, not the original 
Col. Fortune, but a son of his, probably not liking to travel such a long 
distance as it was from his residence to Toronto expecially during the 
winter, aor walked across the Ottawa river to Carillon, and consequently 
the speaker's summons could not be served upon him, and these (sic) the 
House presented a petition to the Governor, praying to remove him from 
all his offices and he was accordingly stripped of every one of them.~’ 


SIR A. MACNAB said that the facts were not correctly stated by the 
new member, Col. Fortune was served with the summons of ene House, but 
actually refused to appear; and the House therefore order (sic) the speaker 
to issue his warrant to apprehend him and Col. Fortune was under that 
warrant, but effected his escape from the persons in charge of him int 
Lower Canada. “* 


MR. EGAN, thought that the gentlemen opposite had shown little regard 
for the feelings of Mr. Vansittart, in seeking to deprive him of the Office 
of Justice of the Peace and the appointment in the militia, which he held. 
He considered the motion of the member for Middlesex, to be more lenient 
than the amendment proposed by the member for London, he was prepared to 
have voted for Mr. Vansittart having been discharged after being reprimand- 
ed, but after the course pursued by the members opposite, he must say was 
now prepared to vote for the original motion.’ 


MR. SHERWOOD made some remarks to the effect that it was unfortunate 
that the appointment which it was proposed should be taken from Mr. Vansit- 
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tart, would be placed in the hands of the Inspector-General. 


A voice not in his, but in the hands of the government.~~- 


MR. SHERWOOD ((continued:)) who had taken such an active part against 
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Mr. Vansittart, it would have looked better if considering the position of 
the hon. Inspector-General, any other of Mr. Vansittart's offices should 
have been selected. 32 = 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS said, in answer to the question which had been 
put as to whether depriving Mr. Vansittart of the office of Inspector of 
Licenses, would also deprive him of the office of Inspector of Revenue, 
he could not answer positively, at that moment, whether Mr. Vansittart 
held distinct commissions for each of the offices; but from what he could 
learn from the Act, which he now held in his hand, he thought it merely 
assigned certain duties to an officer in power called the District Inspector, 
not the Inspector of Revenue, as he had been called. 


A voice, but there is no District Inspector. 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS ((continued:)) But it was the same office which 
was meant, and as to the question whether if Mr. Vansittart held two com- 
missions for the office mentioned, it was intended to take them both from 
him the two offices could not be separated, their ares were joined, 
and the accounts of the two offices were kept together. 


MR. CHRISTIE merely rose to say that he should vote against the amend- 
ment, and against the original motion because they both asked for an 
address to His Excellency praying him to carry out the desires of the House, 
because he considered it derogatory to the House. To apply to the governor, 
was utterly out of the question, unless they wished to reduce His Excel- 
lency to the position of mere chiseller, ah, to make the hon. member 
opposite the Thurlow breed of the country. 


DR. LATERRIERE complained of the time occupied in this discussion; but 
declared he could not vote for a motion like that before the House, which 
for a purely political offence would deprive this gentleman--and which he 
was much more tender of--his family of their means of living. 


COL. GUGY rose amid cries of question, and said he could not allow the 
question to be put without saying a few last words (laughter and hear) 
upon it. It appeared to him that when a coach was upset the one way, it 
did not mend the matter much to violently upset it the other way. By in- 
flicting a punishment so much out of proportion to the offence as it was 
in the case before the House, they would render returning officers sub- 
servient to the majority of the House, and so far from serving as the 
warning which was intended to be given to returning officers not faith- 
fully discharging their duties, it would only have that effect. It was 
natural for the gentlemen opposite, who expected to have a pretty long 
lease of power, to desire to make returning officers to act according to 
their wishes. It was one of the acts by which a party might be expected 
to attempt to consolidate their power. He would perhaps have been less 
disposed to oppose the Resolution if the evil which had attended Mr. Van- 
sittart's conduct had been greater or more permanent. But what had been 
the result of it? The mere exclusion for two or three days of the person 
who was now member for Oxford, from his seat in that house. If he had 
been deprived of his seat for a long time, for a whole session for in- 
stance, it would have been a more enormous crime, and he would have gone 
a great length in punishing it; but as had been the consequence of the 
offence, so, in his opinion, should he be punished. If it was true that 
the members on his side voted from party motives, they at least voted on 
the side of mercy, and there were not any members on his side who had 
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MR. BADGLEY thowent that if they took any of Mr. Vansittart's offices, 
they should take them all. It was not the money that that gentleman cared 
it was the disgrace. He maintained that this question had been treated as 
a party question throughout, by the hon. gentlemen opposite, and that, 
as such, they would vote on it. The effect of this motion would be to 
ive Mr. Vansittart more importance than he could ever have attained to, 
under any other circumstance. He must oppose the motion; and he felt sure 
ated is matter had not had reference to the election I 
e Administration, so much time would not have been waste 
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. SCOTT (Bytown) said that this had been made a party question 
position, but not by the members of his side of the House. he 
yn had acted together throughout; but his party had not. He (Mr. 
Ss, and ever had been, a party man; but he did not conceive that 
was in any way a party question. *¢ 


MR. FLINT said that if Mr. Vansittart had been made a mart 
it had been by his own friends. He believed Mr. Vansittar a 
ruptly and as a partizan; but he thought it would be suffi 
to reprimand him at the Bar. Justice should be tempered with mercy.?? 
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MR. J. S. MACDONALD (Glengarry), who had been absent during the di 
stated his intention of voting against the motion. He believed Mr. Va 
tart had acted erroneously, but not in violation of his oath. By ado 
ing this motion, they would be only elevating Mr. Vansittart and making 
atmartyr of him. He was in favor of admonishing Mr. Vansittart and allow- 
ing him to go about his business. ** 

(82 

The House divided: and the names being called for, they were taken 

down, as follow:-- 
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Marquis, M'Cornell, M'Lean, Evinee Robinson, Scott of BYTOWN, Seymour, 
Sherwood oF BROCKVILLE, Sherwood of TORONTO, Smith mith of FRONTENAC, Stevenson, 
and Wilson. --(31.) 

So tt was resolved tn the Afftrmattve. 


rdered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excellency the Governor 
General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the 


Hi 


the Executtve Counetl of thts Province. 


Message from A Message from the Legtslattve Counetl, by John 

the Counctl. Fennings Taylor, Esqutre, one of the Masters tin 
Chancery :-- 

Quarantine Mr. Speaker, 

Bells The Legtslattve Counetl have passed a Btll, tn- 





tttuled, "An Act to amend the Quarantine Act," to 
which they destre the coneurrence of thts House. 
And then he wtthdrew. 


tS) . : ’ 
The order of the day, for the House to go into Committee of the whole, 
to take into consideration the expediency of paying the Rebellion Losses 
in Lower Canada, was then come to. 


MR. H. SHERWOOD of Toronto, said that before the order of the day was 
read, he would request that the hon. mover of the Resolutions would delay 
going into committee for a few days, in order to enable him to ascertain 
the views of his constituents on the subject.+/ 


(82) : 
Rebelitor The Honorable Mr. Attorney General LaFontatne 
Losses (L.C.) moved, seconded by the Honorable Mr, Attorney Gen- 


eral baldwin and the Questton betne ro osed, LNat 
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he Order of the day for the House tn Commtttee to take into constderatton 
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cin oF establishin g the amount of Losses tneurred sup certain 


cants in Lower Canada ae the Political Troubles of 11837 anda1sse, 
providing for the payment thereof, be now read. 
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MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE said the measure had been already before the 
House. 48 


MR. H. SHERWOOD said he was quite prepared himself to discuss and vote 
on the question, but he wanted to know what the opinions of the people of 
Toronto were on the question. He would, therefore, now move, seconded 
by Sir. A. MacNab, that the order of the day before the house be now read, 
but that it be read that day ten days.” 


(82) 

Honorable Mr. Sherwood moved in amendment to the Question, seconded 
by Str Men N. MacNab, That the words "now read" be Left out, and the words 
stponed for ten days, to give time for the expression of the feelings 

(83) 
of the country," added instead thereof. 
And a Debate artsitng thereupon; 
COL. PRINCE hoped that the Administration would not have the house into 


Committee, but that they would give the Constituencies of the members from 
Upper Canada some opportunity of expressing their opinion on the measure; 


he lived 600 miles away from this, 
enable him to consult his Constitue 
demanded it as a rignt. It had been s 

that it had already been before the house, but so monstrous a propo- 
tion was never before them, and h 
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e would die before he would consent to 
passing, he was certain that three-fourths of the people of Upper Canada 
e against it.29 The people of Upper Canada, would cut off their hands 
her than pay these claims. One circumstance especially made him ask 

; it was that the letters written by him a week ago, had oe teticrnee 
cident, by the Postmaster at Hamilton.- 


Lak 
for 


MR. ASST. COM. P.W. CAMERON asked what was the object of the delay? 
Was it that only one side should be heard?-* It had already been attemt 
to gull the people of Upper Canada about the measure before the House, and 

to prejudice them against it-’. Had not misrepresentation been dispersed 

all over the country? Had it not been falsely alleged that £180,000 were | 

to be given for this object? Whereas £90,000 was all that was Seca 

They should therefore go into Committee, in order that the question might 

be fairly brought before them??. There were gentlemen on the other side 

who could make very little bunkum out of the measure; for some of them had 
tried to gain favour in Lower Canada by issuing Militia Scrip without any 
authority; and had appointed a committee to investigate their claims. There 
were some in Upper Canada, however, who were quite willing to pay those claims 


fal 


in Lower Canada, as they been paid in Upper Canada. He had himself done so 
much as the gallant Col. to get the Bill passed for Upper Canadian sufferers, 
which were to be paid by local taxes; they were willing that the same thing 


should be done in Lower Canada. He (Mr. Cameron) trusted there would be no 
Star Chamber scrutiny, as to whether a man was loyal or not; the questi 
was whether property had been wantonly destroyed or not. The people o 
Canada were satisfied to pay; they only made one condition that it s 
done honestly and openly; not by pretending to take up a portion o 
and set them apart for this purpose. He repeated the people ox, Up 
had Dee IGE EER to pay these claims in the same proportion as oth 
paid.> 


MR. H. SMITH (Frontenac) thought these measures should not 
with till each member had communicated with his constituents?’ 
demanded delay until he had an_opportunity of hearing the views of his 
constituents upon the measure. The people of Upper Canada were not, 
as had been said, being deceived on this point. He had himself sent up 
the resolutions, just as they were, without comment, and he expected the 
result of a public meeting?? of his constituents, which was to take place 
last night, and if it did not agree with his views®9 he would be ready to 
resign®l his seat, rather than be obliged to support the resolution. He, 
would rather lose his life than vote for® paying such claims as these.°~ 
The claims had been put by persons who had been leaders of the Rebellion-- 
there was one for £23,000, he would ask©4 would any other member from 
Upper Canada vote for paying that? (No one answ rered,)°? He did not hear 
a single response, and he would therefore assume that it was intended to 
pay it.--There were many just claims which he had no objections to see 
compensated, but he would never consent to compensate the claims of those 
who°® first got up the rebeilion and afterwards lost by eae 

MR. H. SHERWOOD (Toronto) said he had frequently asked his honorable 

n 


riend, the Hon. Att. Gen. West, for delay, 68 in order to allow the con- 
stituencies of Upper Canada time to express their opinions”, and his 
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request had been attended to--more particularly when no detriment would be 
suffered by that delay. He was therefore, surprised that any refusal 
should be made for delay in this case more particularly, when it was 
expected that there would be a strong expression of opinion on the part 

of the people of Upper Canada. If that expression of opinion were in 
opposition to the proposition now submitted, then any haste in pushing 

it on, would be injurious to the people; but if that expression were 

so unanimous in its favour, as the hon. member for Kent had asserted, 

then let them have that expression laid on the table. But he could not 
agree with the opinion affirmed by that hon. member, for he could not 
believe that throughout the length of Upper Canada, or amongst the 

British portion of the inhabitants of Lower Canada, there could be found 
any party who would be willing to pay for the Rebellion Losses now claimed. 
He believed that not one in nine of them were in favor of it./l He was 
perhaps wofully (sic) mistaken, and if so, he would be willing to admit 
it, when that expression of opinion was obtained. The hon. gentleman then 
went into an explanation of the course pursued by the late Government with 
respect to the Upper Canada Rebellion Losses, asserting that they were 
unwilling to take the necessary sum out of the consolidated funds, and 
therefore, they surrendered the Tavern License Fund in Upper Canada, for 
the purpose of paying those Rebellion Losses in Upper Canada, whilst in 
Lower Canada the same fund was applied to local purposes--that is to say, 
for the construction of roads and bridges. Now, he would take that same 
fund, and the Marriage Fund also, and apply them to the same purposes, 

and he would vote for the proposition before them with all his heart-- 

and he was not prepared to say, that he would not vote for the payment of 
these claims out of the consolidated fund, if the hon. gentlemen on the 
Ministerial benches would assure him that it was intended only to pay 

the claims of Loyalists. But he knew nothing more abhorrent in history 
than to call upon those who had taken up arms in the defence of their 
country--many of whom had lost their nearest and dearest connection in 
doing so--to remunerate those who had caused murder and bloodshed to be 
spread through the country. And he would defy any one to produce a paral- 
lel case from any part of history. Perhaps a great deal of that discussion 
might be prevented if the Hon. Att. ten. would rise in his place and say 
that it was intended to pay the claims of those parties who had taken part 
in the rebellion. If they still kept silent, he would be justified in 
supposing that it was intended to do so.’* He had no doubt that it could 
be attempted by some hon. member's (sic) to make it appear that in voting 
for the address brought in by his hon. friend the member for Lake of Two 
Mountains during the last Parliament for the Payment of the just claims 
for the Rebellion Losses in Lower Canada--/3 


MR. W. SCOTT rose to explain that the address moved by him did not re- 
quire the payment of the just claims of the Lower Canadians, that would 
have been taking too wide a course. All that he required was, that a + 
church which had been burnt during those disturbances should be rebuilt. 


MR. H. SHERWOOD continued.--He merely alluded to that address in order 
to rebut any imputation that might be brought against him, that in voting 
for the address of his honourable friend he had given his consent to the 
principle of paying those who had taken up arms, or had been actively 
engaged in rebellion. That imputation he hoped no hon. member would cast 
on him, as it was in opposition to every principle or feeling by which 


he had ever been actuated. Such a system would in reality be an oper 
ouragement to rebellion, as the parties engaged would be insured tha 

if they failed in their schemes they should be indemnified for their losses. 
Was it the intention of the Government to induce hon. members, by means 

of deception, to vote for the payment of those rebels? An hon. member 

of the Government had expressed a hope that there would be no Star Chamber 
to enquire as to who was loyal or who was not loyai. He did not suppose 
that any person would be so weak on his side of the House, for it was well 
known that any individuals who had not taken up arms, or been otherwise 
engaged in rebellion, were heavy sufferers, and he was quite willing that 
such persons should be reimbursed. All that he demanded was, that the 
funds of the Province should be applied to the payment of rebels. In con- 
clusion, he again appealed to the members of the Government, to grant a 
delay until hon. members could obtain from their constituents, decided 
expressions of opinion. He demanded it, he said, not as a favor, but as 

a right./5 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS said, that although that was not the proper time 
for discussing this question, yet as the hon. member for Toronto had gone 
so largely into the merits of the case, it would perhaps be permitted to 
him to say a few words. It appeared from what the hon. member stated, that 


he had no objection to the payment of what he called the just claim for 


Rebellion Losses, and yet at the same time was very indignant, as was 
also the hon. member for Frontenac, that any person who was not in their 
phraseology a loyalist, should be paid. In reply to that he would me! 


have to quote the words of his hon. friend, the member for Kent, who ha 
asked, if they were going to establish a Star Chamber Commission, to = 
who was loyal and who was not; and besides it fortunately happened that 
the very course they were going to take was the one pursued by the late 
administration, who in a letter written by the Secretary of the Province, 
informed the Commissioners, that in their proceedings. They were to be 
guided, so far as the liberty of the claimants was concerned, by no other 
evidence than that furnished by the sentences of a court of law. So much 
for that part of the subject,--and indeed he would ask, in what other 
manner could they proceed? The hon. gentleman had shown great indignation 
against those individuals who had taken up arms in 1837 and 1838,--but he 
would ask, who were responsible for disturbances, but the hon. gentleman 
opposite, and the party whom they supported?/6 

Ironical cheers from the nei apenr 

MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS ((continued:)) Yes! Those were the parties 
whom he would have held responsible, and he was confirmed in that opinion, 
by the expressed declaration of two noble lords in England; one of whom 
had declared explicitly that from the unconstitutional manner in which 
the government was carried on, the people were perfectly justified in 
taking up arms to oppose it. It was well indeed for these hon. gentlemen 
to cry out with indignation, when the events of that day were especially 
attributable to them; but indeed, in his opinion, the less that was said 
about those events the better, for there was very little to be gained by 
any allusion to them, almost the entire blame being attributable to the 
system of government which then prevailed. He would after hurriedly 
glancing at the classification of the claims ((put them)) into four 
different classes,/8 those who claim as having been loyal, those who had 
not taken any part in the rebellion, but who could not be considered as 
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having been loyal, such claims would form a great majority of the whole; 

the third class were those who were excluded by the decision of the courts 
of law, and the fourth class were those persons who had taken part in the 
rebellion, but against whom there was no evidence furnished by the courts 

of law.--The hon. member for Toronto had agreed that the first two classes 
of claims should be paid, and of the last two it was intended to compensate 
one class, so that there was only one class rejected as they were either 
marked, as being subjected to the sentence of a court, or else actually en- 
gaged in rebellion, without such sentence having been passed. He would next 
direct the attention of the House to the mode in which it was proposed to 
pay those claims; but before doing so, he would say that he was confident 
there was not a single individual in the House, who would not admit the course 
taken by the late Administratgon®°. The payment of the Upper Canada losses 
from the Tavern License fund, was a piece of juggling. He well remembered 
the time when discussion was first introduced into the United Parliament, in 
its first session Col. Prince who pressed for the immediate payment of those 
£40,000. He was told at the time that the Government was prepared to take 
the question into serious consideration. He (Mr. Hincks) opposed the motion 
at that time, and he must say that he regretted that it was ever taken up 
again. But what did the hon. members for Upper Canada say at that time? They 
said they would be willing to pay the rebellion losses by direct taxation on 
themselves; but in reality the Upper Canada losses were paid out of the Con- 
solidated Revenue Fund. The late Ministry indeed, had picked out a certain 


part of that fund, the Tavern License, 8 from which a much larger revenue 
was derived in Upper Canada than in Lower Canada, and they had appropriated 
that to the several districts. The hon. member then went on to say that the 


simple question was the mode of paying these losses. If the present admin- 
istration admitted the principle, they had been compelled to do so from the 
course which had been constantly pursued by the members of the opposition. 

It was the opposition which had pushed them on, and the hon. member for 

Essex had been one of the earliest to do so. He (Mr. Hincks) had always been 
opposed to the principle; he had told them_so. He knew that it was the custom 
in European states not to pay war losses. 


SIR A. MACNAB.--No! why Ireland in 1798, °° 
MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS.--That was a bad precedent. (Hear, hear.) °/ 
MR. H. SMITH (Frontenac).--Then this is bad precedent, No. 2,88 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS.--It was the hon. member for the Two Mountains 
who had asked the late Government either a question, or had made some motion 
relative to the rebellion claims and he was answered immediately, that it 
was the intention to issue the Special Commission. Why give them this 
answer, if they were not in earnest? The fact was, it was a mere enterprise; 
for they wanted support on his honourable friend, and they got it. He 
(Mr. Hincks) was at this moment prepared to show that Lower Canada would 
at this day suffer from that application to an equal or much greater amount 
than Upper Canada would suffer under the present measure. Ministers did 
not propose to alienate another part of the Consolidated Fund; but when 
the appeals were made to Upper Canadian members, and those gentlemen were 
told of the great losses their constituents were to suffer, he must complain 
of the misrepresentation which had taken place. He could not tell what 
amount would be required, because the commission which had been appointed 
had in fact never enquired into these claims at all; they had merely received 
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the applications of the claimants. Among those claims, he had no hesi 
in saying, that some of them were most absurd. However, it had never 
proposed to appropriate more than £100,000 to this purpose, out of whicl 
£10,000 was a sum issued in Debentures by hon. gentlemen on the other side, 


who had charged the same principal and interest on a fund too small to 
m 


discharge it. The people really interested in the case were the claimants 
themselves, because as only a certain sum was to be appropriated, the thing 
must come to a composition, so that if any were paid not entitled to re- 


ceive payment, the others would have less. Was not that so? If the two 
classes he alluded to--the Loyalists, and then the French Canadians--were 
to be paid in full, it was clear that £100,000 would not pay their losses. 
He (Mr. Hincks) and his friends had been, from the first, opposed to the 
payment of the £40,000 for Upper Canada. His hon. friend, the Attorney 
General (east), when that measure was proposed moved an amendment declar- 
ing the inexpediency of proceeding with it until Lower Canada were pro- 
vided for also. The very day the measure was carried through the House 

it was announced that the Commission alluded to that day would be appoint- 
ed; but after appointing it, it seemed that they merely turned round to 
the claimants and said, "We do not mean to pay you at al1."90 The Commiss- 
ion proved to be a mere blank, an excuse by which they could elude enquiry-- 
and this had been the constant system of opposition when in 2 


Orfice 9 as 
these gentlemen meant to pay at all, why did they not appropriate the 
tavern license fund as sacred for the payment of the Lower Canada claims? 
They did nothing of the kind??, They had been handed to the District 
Councils. for local purposes. ?- And now, if they meant to pay, he again 
asked, how they meant to do so after giving up this fund?94 If the late 


administration had been sincere, how would they have paid the clain. 

For after having once given it to their controul as a fund, they could 

not get it back again. This was the case. And with regard to delay, what 
need was there of it? Hon. gentlemen seemed to think, that they ought 

to obtain an expression of public opinion. Did they really believe tha 9 
this was to be attained by calling public meetings, and passing resolutions. 
It was useless, for the people had no fair means of expressing an opinion, 
in consequence of having no means of understanding the question?®, For 

his part, he thought that no gentleman on his side of the House, need fear 
the opinion of their constituents, for it was but an act of justice to 
Lower Canada, and he felt sure that no man in his county would not feel 

it a duty, Upper Canadian though he was, to perform that act of justice 

to Lower Canada. 


or 
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COL. GUGY,--Let the galled jade wince, our withers are unrung--the hon. 
member for Oxford had tried to cast some reflections on the opposite side 
of the House, that their oes views were at variance with their former 
conduct. Such remarks were in no way applicable to him, and he wished to 
look calmly on the motion before the House, and to offer some reasons for 
its postponement. The facts were these: A Rebellion had broken out in 
both sections of the Province which had cost the British Government 

£2,000,000, perhaps £3,000,000, lives had been lost--families in affluence 
iad been plunged into affliction, and cast from luxury into penury. 
Their evils had originated in the acts of a class of people. The hon. 
member for Oxford had said that they had been moved by good valid considerat- 
ions. He had justified rebellion because the Government had been carr 
unconstitutionally by the hon. members for Hamilton and Toronto. He 

(Col. Gugy) congratulated the House, for they had a man, high in the con- 
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fidence of the Governor General, and occupying a leading ministerial 
office, justifying rebellion. 78 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS.--the hon. member has mistaken me. I did not 
justify rebellion.99 : 


COL. GUGY, had understood the member for Oxford to say, as had members 
beside him (Col. Gugy) had likewise heard him, (Hear, hear,)--that the 
rebellion was justified in his view, on account of the unconstitutional 
government of the day. It followed that if the hon. member for Oxford 
found himself again in the opposition, he would if he dared head a re- 
bellion to-morrow,--if he deemed the government unconstitutional, he 
would be justified in rebelling, and not only he, but the Ministry. The 
whole party must lie under the imputation, if they did not indignantly 
disclaim those sentiments. He (Col. Gugy) knew that in the party there 
were some men who loved order and truth, they could not support the 
position of the hon. member. He could not assume, such an insult as to 
suppose the whole party adopted such opinions, as the hon. member for 
Oxford had professed. But they ought to disclaim those views, they were 
dangerous, criminal, and subversive of order, of men who would rebel when- 
ever they were out of office. What was the state of the finances, accord- 
ing to the great financial gem, they were prosperous, yes, in his view 
perhaps, but he (Col. Gugy) thought that they verged upon bankruptcy. 

There were government debentures, twenty dollars of which went for nineteen, 
he could speak on that point from personal experience. The finances of 
Canada were not flourishing, although under the control of the member for 
Oxford. We want rail-roads, and there was the particular company whose 
hospitality the hon. members had lately enjoyed, it was most desirable 

that that route should be continued. There were many other projects which 
it would be most desirable to continue, but what assistance could be given 
if the funds were pledged to reward those who had resorted to resistance; 
now the word loyalist is a term of reproach, for the law was to reward those 
who had rebelled; they flourished while loyalists were beggared, and many 
of them disgraced in Canada East. When the day came for the question 
between loyalists and separatists, it was not for that house to decide it. 
He had read in a book that there was a partnership to do the Devil's 
business, without mentioning his name in the firm, and Commissioners 

would be named to apportion those funds. Those Commissioners would be 
desired to give the preference to Separationists. They would get the 
money, and the Loyalists would get none. In this instance, the negoti- 
ation would be conducted by the Thurlow Weed of the Administration. He 
would be the go-between. As to the letter of Mr. Secretary Daly, the 
course now adopted sickened him--he felt disgust, like a passenger who 
learned that the crew had scuttled the ship, and escaped in the boats. 

The hon. member for Oxford had said the Court of Law would determine the re- 
cipient of the indemnification. He (Col. Gugy) would tell them an anecdote 
which had happened to himself, and he could establish the truth of 

what he said. He had taken in arms five hundred and seventy-five men, some 
wounded--all of these he had released, for he had received their excuses-- 
some of which were strange enough. However, he was prepared to believe 
every thing, and he dismissed them a short time after he walked out with 
the priest, and he there heard several of the released prisoners talking 
about himself and laughing at his folly, in having released them. Were 
these men to be rewarded? or to be compensated for the result of their 

own act? They had nver even been in a Court of Law. Now, if the claim 


depended on the fact of a judgment rendered, they might all be passed. 

As to the Resolutions before the house, he would ask the members of the 
ee a he would ask one question, and if answered satisfactorily, 
he would give them his support. Did they mean to limit this compensation 
to loyal men--he paused for a reply. (The hon. gentleman stopped for a 
few minutes.)--There was no answer--he could form his own conclusions. 


m 
Fe remembered the investigating the house, where Vanburg and others 
had taken refuge. He remembered him with wounds on his person, when his 
barns and stables were burnt, and the distress of his wife and children 
on thati night of terror. 1s they meant to restrict the recompense to 
these he would vote for it, but if not, it would be vicious and dishonour- 
able and could not come to good. He asked if the act of indemnity was 
passed as a precursor of the present resolutions. He put the question 
that there might be nothing disingenuous or insidious, he asked the hon. 
member for Oxford if the Act of Amnesty did not place every man who took 
part in the rebellion in the same position that he was before the re- 
vulsion. He put it to the country and not to the hon. gentlemen opposite, 
for he knew they would not answer, if that Act of Amnesty was not passed 
with ulterior views to recompensethe remnant of those who felt the deepest 
hatred of every thing English. He would put a question to an hon. member 
whom he highly respected in private life,--such a question as the editor 
of a newspaper would put,--a gentleman who is well known had been in armed 
resistance against the Queen's authority--he claimed £23,000 It was not 
the sum, it was the principle, if they gave him a penny they cere give 
him thousands of pounds for aught ee cared, and he, (Col. G.) wished him 
well, God knew. It was a point worthy of the consideration of this House, 
of the ministry. That gentleman faa been the very head and front of offend- 
ing. He had defeated the Queen's force, had made widows and orphans. He 
would put the question if they intended to pay him, or the widows and 
orphans he had made, 100 

DR. NELSON, said he would answer it.--He had made no ates 2 

COL. GUGY wanted the ministry to answer the question. He had not 
opposed the passing of the Act of Amnesty, as it was not usual to oppose 
an Act of that kind.--He asked again if payment of that particular kind 
formed parts of what they were going to pay; he would like that they should 
answer the question. The bare idea filled him with affright. He knew 
that a majority might do much. He knew that it was said, that those who 
were loyalists would one day be dangling in the air. He had never entered 
the room of the Court Martial. The hon. member for Oxford had charged 
them with originating the rebellion, he had heard that hon. gentleman make 
that taunt, and tell them that the fault was theirs; that hon. gentleman 
had forgot that those were then his opinions; he might have found it con- 
venient to change them, and float down the stream of events, and receive 
all the honors and emolument of a seat on the treasury benches. He would 
put it in another light. He would ask those who were temperance men, if 
they would like to see Tavern Licenses appropriated for this purpose. He 
would object to it for want of a better word as a temperance measure. 

E 103 

Hear, hear, trem MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS. 

COL GUGY ((continued:)) He heard with pl easure that cheer from the hon. 
gentleman, and hoped that it was in approbation. 104 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS rose and said that the hon. gentleman was mistaken 
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as it was not the intention to apply tavern licenses to this purpose at 
al1.105 


COL. GUGY said that he had drawn the cork, and the hon. gentleman had 
supplied the answer. He (Col. G.) was glad to hear him answer a question, 
as it made the silence of Ministers on questions of greater importance, 
more significant. He asked if they intended to apply the Marriage License 
Fund to that purpose. He would show that this would be a violation of the 
consciences of Protestants, as the greatest part of that fund came from 
the pockets of Protestants. He knew the country, and he stated that, at 
the time of the Rebellion, the Protestants were to a man loyal, and the 
Catholics rebels. He did not say this to make any imputation against the 
Roman Catholic religion. It would be against the conscience of Protestants 
that that money should not be applied to a more holy purpose than paying 
those who made war against the Queen. That was not a question first moot- 
ed by him, but by fathers of families who had requested him to state that 
fact in the Legislature? He asked why Catholics should not pay similar 
sums. He knew that they were in possession of large revenues from similar 
sources, and why not put them on the same footing? Why should those be 
paid for evils which they had caused themselves? He took it to be an 
imposition on their manhood. He put it to the hon. member for Richelieu, 
(Dr. Nelson.) He knew the incidents increasing to collision. He knew 
that though fire was a good servant, it was a bad master, and that when he 
made his house a Castle, it must bear the effects. They should reflect 
that Eastern Canada was not exclusively inhabited by French Canadians. 
Those English inhabitants were patient, and would be slow to rebel; 
but say when you tax them exclusively for this purpose will you not goad 
them?--Would they tax that class to pay those who rebelled, or would they 
tax both, to pay those who did their duty? The hon. member (Mr. Hincks) 
had sneered at those who were called loyalists. The hon. gentleman had ad- 
verted to a letter of Mr. Daly's and his remarks to say the least were 
disgusting. Meetings may be held in Montreal, and had been held in other 
parts of the country. The sneering allusions to these by the hon. member 
for Oxford, had but little grace. He paid the people a poor compliment 
when he told them that they could be misled. He knew well that they could 
be misled long. The hon. gentleman had shown, for want of a better expression, 
he would say the cloven foot. While he put his hand in his pocket to pay 
his enemies he took this opportunity of sneering at his friends. He 
(Col. G.) was desirous of addressing the House in French, but he believed 
that he should best consult the convenience of hon members by deferring 
it till he might have an opportunity of speaking on the amendment. If the 
country be taxed at all for paying those claims, let the tax be a local 
one. It would be unjust to tax Upper Canada for the Rebellion of Lower. 
Let the locality pay the expenses. He supposed names famous at the period 
would go down the stream of time; they would have Gen. T. S. Brown immortal- 
ized in future history, and Girouard no doubt duly commemorated. That 
Rebellion had been a long time pondered upon, and formed part of a long 
concerted plan to sever the connexion of this country from England. He 
Stated a fact that he had overheard in the lobby of the House of Parliament 
in Quebec. He had not felt himself at liberty to mention it before as he 
had over-heard it unintentionally, and before he was done felt it his duty 
to make it known that he was there. He there had heard a member of the 
House telling another member of that house how the Queen's Forces were to 
be allured to the south side of the St. Lawrence, and then how to be dis- 
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posed of. He commenned (sic) it in the most particular manner to the 

Ministry. He would go further and say, that he saw a list in the city, 

showing how certain persons and their property were to be disposed of. 

He protested against paying those men as an act of attrocity (sic). It 

was a matter involving the royal honor. ie trusted that he had said 

enough, and that he 1 xpressed his icnae in such a manner as not to 
Pp 
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that he had not been m 


DR. NELSON.--M. 1’Orateur.--Je ne pensais pas prendre la parole sitét 
dans cette discussion; mais les accusations aussi injustes qu'injurieuses 
qui ont été lancées contre moi par les hon. membres pour Frontenac et 
Sherbrooke, me mettent dans l'obligation de les repousser de pee me 
réservant, toutefois, le droit de ne (sic) lever de nouveau, si j 
nécessaire. Je serais, et avec justice, accusé de lacheté morale et 
physique, si je ne rejetais pas avec indignation les assertio fait 
contre moi et le pete 


a 
17) 


Il est vrai qu'il y a certains événements, dans les troubles de 1837 
et 38, que je déplore infiniment. Mais l'attitude que j'ai assumée alors, 
m'a été impérieusement imposée par les circonstances; et j'aurais été 
impliqué de jouir des droits et priviléges d'un sujet anglais, si je n'a 
avais pas repoussé l'attentat porté a4 ma liberté et 4 ma vie. Quel était 
mon crime 4 cette @poque? I1 était d'avoir @té appelé par la voix unanime 
de six comtés, des plus dintingués par 1l'intelligence et le patriotisme 
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de leurs habitants, 4 présider 4 une assemblée, convoquée dans le but de 
se prononcer sur 1'état actuel du pays. A cette réunion nous passames 
des résolutions, bien fortes et franches, a4 la vérité; mais, toujours, 
sans passer les limites de nos droits et des lois 
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m ne pouvait donc, tout au plus, m'accuser que de pratiques séditieu- 
ses, ainsi que tous mes amis qui prirent part aux procédés de cette as- 
semblée. Et cement des tribunaux impartiaux, cette accusation serait tombée 
sans effet. Je n'avais rien 4 appréhender d'une poursuite, bien que l'on 
dit craindre de paraitre devant les tribunaux d'alors, lorsque l'esprit 
de parti ne s'y faisait que trop sentir, et lorsque l'on connaissait la 
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corruption dont on usait dans la formation du corps du jury. Ilan y avai 
plus de protection pour quiconque manifestait des sentiments libéraux. Les 
magistrats, s'ils n'agissaient pas ouvertement en partisans; du moins, 
conjointement avec les autres autorités, ils permettaient toutes sortes de 
violences et de crimes. Est-ce que nos oppresseurs n'avaient pas détruit 
la maison de M. Louis Perrault, 4 Montréal, ainsi que les presses du 
Vindicator, journal publié en cette a Ne menacaient-ils pas de 
prendre des citoyens 4 leurs fenétres? "outrage et la violence étaient 
i*Merateduejourss il nly avait de Re ern que pour les ennemis de L'ordre, 
du pays et de la constitution. Plusieurs personnes, afin de sauser leurs 
vies, furent obligés de s'enfuir 4 la campagne. C'est alors que commencé- 
rent les arrestations. On a envoyé, au milieu de la nuit, des volontaires 
briser les portes et enlever de leurs demeures, mes respectabiles amis, 
MM. Desmarais et Davignon. Ils firent tout ceci sans warrant, et sand 
aucune forme de loi. nm ameme mis les fers aux mains, et aux pieds de 
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ces brave (sic) citoyens, comme pour auementer Lb injure et 1'insulte. 
Ils eurent aussi l'horroble cruauté de leur mettre des cordes au cou; et 
ainsi, ils les emmencérent a Montréal, en triomphe, et passant pas les voies 
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les plus fréquentées, pour humilier d'avantage ces messieurs et en méme 
tems leurs compatriotes. Et qui était chargé de cette exécrable mission? 
Ce furent les volontaires de Montréal, les partisans furieux du gouverne- 
ment tyrannique du jour. Mais leur gloire devait étre de courte durée. 
Une poignée de braves, rencontra cette horde effrénée dans le chemin de 
Longueuil, et lui firent prendre la fuite, laissant entre les mains des 
vainqueurs, les victimes de l'oppression. C'est ici que fit tiré le 
premier coup de feu, et non 4 St. Denis, comme 1l'a dit mensongérement, le 
membre pour Sherbrooke. Cette transaction odieuse des autorités nous a 
convaincu de suite, de ce que nous devions attendre de 1l'administration 
déréglée d'alors. C'est pourquoi j'ai dit au petit nombre d'amis et de bons 
Canadiens qui m'entouraient, a St. Denis, qui si l'on venait m'arréter 
selon les formes voulues par la loi, j'étais tout prét a me livrer, mais 
que je ne consentirais jamais a me laisser enlever de force et charger de 
fers et de cordes. 

L'hon. membre pour Sherbrooke dit faux, lorsqu'il affirme qu'il avait 
été expédié des warrants pour mon appréhension et celle de plusieurs autres 
personnes. Les troupes se dirigérent sur St. Denis, et la premiére sommation 
que l'on daigna nous faire, fut un boulet qui tua trois de mes amis. C'est 
alors, seulement, que je donnai ordre de faire feu, et nous nous défendimes 
de notre mieux, persuadés, que nous étions, que l'ennemi en voulait 4 
notre vie. J'ai dit 4 mes amis, au commencement de la bataille, que je ne 
désirais forcer personne 4 me défendre; mais que ceux qui resteraient avec 
moi, seraient obligés de faire leur devoir, et tout le pays connait comment 
ils s'en sont acquittés. Ma conduite, dans cet engagement surtout, m'a 
valu l'honneur du siége que j'occupe actuellement en cette chambre. Mes 
généreux constituans et anciens amis ont dit: "Il ne nous a pas abandonnés, 
il ne nous a pas trahi; il a droit a toute notre confiance.'"' Le membre 
pour Sherbrooke, (M. Gugy) prétend que mes propriétés ont été détruites 
lors du combat. I1 n'est plus véridique ici qu'ailleurs. Dix jours révolus 
aprés le combat, la paroisse de St. Denis et celles qui 1'avoisinaient, 
étaient dans la plus profonde tranquilité; et moi-méme, avec un petit nombre 
d'amis, nous cherchions 4 laisser le pays, pour trouber 4 l'étranger ce 
repos et cette paix qui nous étaient refusés dans notre propre patrie. De 
ce fait, le commandant des troupes, 4 sa seconde expédition sur St. Denis, 
fat assuré par plusieurs des habitans les plus respectables de l'endroit, 
qui se sont volontairement constitués Stages pour preuve de la vérité de 
leurs assertions; ajoutant, que nous n'étions pas en ambuscade, comme 
paraissait le penser le commandant. Or, M. l'orateur, c'est lorsque St. 
Denis était dans la plus profonde paix; sans l'ombre de possibilité que 
le trouble fit renouvelé; et sans le moindre prétexte, on a mis la torche 
en feu a mes maisons et autres batisses, et on a détruit des biens au 
montant de £23,000, dont prés de £11,000 appartenaient a d'autres person- 
nes, parmi lesquelles étaient plusieurs tories, qui savaient tous que 
j'avais les moyens de les payer. La balance, (£12,000) 6tait le fruit de 
trente années d'épargnes et d'industrie assez heureuse. C'est ainsi que 
l'on a détruit, avec une barbarie sans exemple, les dons de Dieu a4 l'homme. 

En obéissance a la réquisition de sir Charles Metcalfe; j'ai présenté 
un tableau de mes pertes, et de celles de mes créanciers. Et qu'il soit 
notoire que l'on a tenté, a mon retour en ce pays, de m'empécher d'entrer 
de nouveau dans la vie publique, et surtout de faire opposition 4 1'admini- 
stration de sir Charles Metcalfe, en me donnant a entendre que dix milles 
louis seraient le prix de mon silence. J'ai repoussé avec indignation, 


Sache, que si, de aiaeaas cen 
u monde @tre injurieux aux intér 
3 es de fortes et crue 
ifice de mon droit, et retirerai 
pour jamais nBeot, 38) Si je 


G 


Gh: 

farglse| 
cht (0) 0 

ct 


< 
volon 
aol 
n 


a 


oO 
fe) 
is} 
5 
m 
wn 


fe) 3 Ss t de 
Ss, parmi lesquelles, il y en a, p 
in que moi Eman Je remercie Dieu, e 
éal qui m'ont si bien encouragé depuis mon retour au 
je puis vivre respectablement par mes travaux professionels. 
jamais prétendu au luxe et au haut nom, je puis maintenir ma 
aise, sans secours d'autre part. Je suis revenu pour passer 





de mes jours sur le sol de ma naissance, et je suis arrivé e 
avec a mrss: et la dignité d'un homme qui n'avait pas hont 
duite passée. J'‘étais dénué de tout, assez avancé en age, e 
forte famille a @lever, mais, je possédais l'énergie d'un ho 
vivre pas son travail; vivre indépendant, et sans secours ni 
d‘autrui Je vivais bien, et j‘étais estimé, sur la terre, 
accueilli avec tant d'hospitalité et de bienveillance, mais 

au Canada, parce que j'avais le droit d'y revenir, et de jouir 


les priviléges d'un sujet anglais. 
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Maitenant, je ferai part a cette honorable chambre d'une lettre qui 
moi et sept de mes amis et compagnons d'exil, avons é@écrits au lord Durham, 
aprés plusieurs entrevues avec un monsieur, délégué par lui, pour s'entendre 
avec nous, car Son Excellence lord Durham désirait nous faire @éviter des 
proces qui, il le savait, ne seraient pas équitables,--et qui ne pourraient 
qu'agiter le pays. 

Montréal, Nouvelle-Prison, 
18 juin 163! 


3 

MILORD,--Vous @tes venu parmi nous avec le caractére non d'une classe, 
non d'un ordre, mais avec un caractére public qui vous est propre, un 
caractére qui vous donne droit 4 notre confiance, et nous vous la donnons 
toute entiére. Ne vous imaginez pas que nos esprits sont subjugués, parce 
que nos personnes se troubent sous le verroux et que nous cherchons par 
d'ineptes compliments, a nous concilier la faveur. Nous ne oe pas 
soliciter, ni. née solicitons, d'une maniére indigne de nous l'intervention 
de votre clémence 4 notre @gard. Nous appartenons 4 la te et faisons 
de bon coeur le sacrifice de tout ce qui nous est personnel sur l'‘autel 
de ses libertés. 

Nous nous sommes rebellés, milord, mais que cet aveu ne vous étonne 

pas, nous sommes rebellés non contre la personne ou le gouvernement de Sa 

Majesté, mais contre l'administration vicieuse du gouvernement colonial, 
et nous en attendons les suites, a nous la peine. 

Votre avénement, survenu plutot, efit été béni; il le sera encore. S 
nos efforts ont été la cause de votre avénement, nous avons réalisé ce q 
nous désirons, le bonheur de notre pays, et nous ne murmurons pa 

Fussiez vous arrivé plutdt, le mauvais gouvernement eut cess 
justice aurait triomphé; les lois auraient été administrées av 
et impartialité, les griefs redressés, et nous aurions eu le b 
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voir un gouvernement jouissant tout a la fois de la confiance et de l'af- 
fection de tous. 

Nous fimes des remontrances, on s'en moqua. La presse nous abreuva 
d'insultes et de calomnies; l'invective était épuisée; on nous poussa au 
désespoir et nous nous trouvames avec 1l'alternative ou de montrer que nous 
manquions de coeur pour repousser l'injustice et de nous soumettre comme 
peuple a l'esclavage et a l'opprobre. Nous primes les armes, non pas pour 
attaquer les autres, mais bien pour nous défendre nous-mémes. Le gouverne- 
ment a-t-il d'abord supprimé ou tenté de supprimer le mal? Non: S'il 
n'encouragea pas, il toléra au moins la tentative. Nous ne dirons pas 
mous ne penserons pas moins, dans quel but il en fut ainsi. Le pays 
devient excité, le peuple malheureux est prét a4 tout faire. 

Le comte de Gosford, par sa proclamation, invita a4 rentrer dans leurs 
foyers des citoyens qui avaient fui. Les magistrats donnérent-ils effet, 
ou s'efforcérent-ils de donner effet 4 ses vues bienfaisantes a cet égard? 
Non: le piége était dressé, des mandats d'arrestation ne furent-ils pas 
lancés indistinctement contre tous ceux qui avaient demandés (sic) le droit 
inhérent de sujets britanniques, de discuter le mérite des hommes et des 
mesures publiques? Ainsi, mylord, nous fimes poussés 4 la résistance, non 
moins par les autorités que par la violence de cette classe du peuple qui 
nous était posée en politique. Nous voulons bien, toutefois, oublier et 
pardonner. 

Vous venez ici avec des pouvoirs sans bornes, avec des vues larges, avec 
un honneur sans tache. Puissant dans les conseils de votre pays et du 
notre, votre voix peut parvenir au tréne. 

Ardent, vous méme, a favoriser la liberté civile, vous pouvez 
sympathiser avec un peuple animé par le méme principe, mais ne jouissant 
pas des mémes avantages. Nous ressentimes et déplorames la violation de 
notre constitution. Nos efforts ne visaient pas a l'indépendance; nous 
voulions maintenir ici le vrai esprit de la constitution et de la liberté 
britannique. 

Nous ne désirons pas détourner l'attention de votre siegneurie des 
grands et glorieux objets de votre haute mission. Nous ne vous occuperons 
pas de supplications pour nous-mémes; et nous ne voulons pas, milord, géner 
vos démarches en cherchant 4 éviter notre sort. Nous voulons bien ne pas 
insister sur les formalités d'un procés convaincus que nous sommes de 
l'impossibilité d'obtenir dans cette conjecture un tribunal impartial devant 
lequel nous n'aurions rien 4 craindre. Nous désirons tranquiliser les 
esprits d'un peuple généreux et confiant. Nous demandons de contribuer 
ainsi 4 établir l'ordre et la paix. Nous n'implorons pas pour nous, la 
clémence. Nous ne choquerons pas votre ame grande et généreuse par un 
suel acte incompatible avec la dignité d'homme. Nous avons des biens, 
milord, qui nous rendent la vie aussi chére qu'a votre seigneurie; et 
cependant nous ne pouvons ignoblement invoquer votre sympathie. 

Comme derniére priére toutefois, nous vous supplions de rendre 4 la 
liberté et 4 leur patrie le reste de nos infortunés co-sujets prison- 
niers, aussi bien que de rappeler les fugitifs dans la conviction ow nous 
sommes que tous seraient préts 4 verser jusqu'a la derniére goutte de leur 
sang pour défendre tout gouvernement qui saura apprécier et maintenir les 
droits des SucEES quelque soit soitoleur éloignement du siége de 1'Empire. 

Dieu, nous l'espérons, ‘comblera de succés votre mission nm pacificatrice; 
nous désirons qu'’adorant un méme Dieu, le peuple devienne, un méme peuple; 
et imitant l'exemple de votre seigneurie, en répudiant comme nous 1'avons 
fait de tout le temps, toutes distinction d'origine, nous espérons, qu'a 
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l'avenir nos voeux, comme jusqu'a présent, nos efforts, soient courronés 
de succés. 

Nous sohaitons, milord, que vous soyez reconnu comme le sauveur de 
notre patrie déchirée, et que vous jouissiez longtemps du bonheur domesti- 
que dont le sort nous prive. 

Nous invoquons Dieu de répandre sur votre seigneurie ses bénédictions; 
et s il y a quelque chose de coupable dans de hautes aspirations, nous 
avouons cette culpabilité et nous nous déclarons coupables. (Signés) 

WOLFERD NELSON. 
Be 5) oly gBOUGHETTE, 
BONAVENTURE VIGER, 
S. MARCHESSAULT, 
H. A. GAUVIN, 
T. GODNU, 
R. DES RIVIERES, 
iL. MASSON, 
Au Be rable, le Comte de Durham. 
Gouverneur-Général, etc., etc., etc. 

Tel était le ton avec lequel nous communiquions nos sentimens au Lord 
Durham; nous es Sas ainsi, du milieu dé nos chaines, avec la certitude 
d'une condamnation si nous parissions devant les tribunaux, dits de justice; 

et en présence de “hee hafaud, dont on nous menacait journellement. Que 
l'on dise maintenant que nous nous sentions coupables; que nous étions des 
n 


laches, que nous voulions faire des bassesses et 
principes. 

Peut-@tre, M. l1'Orateur, sera-t-il bon que je 
conversation que j'ai eue avec M. Buller, le secré 
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Snows Tavern 


2 d 
al de lord Durham, 
lorsqu'il est venu nous voir 4 bord de la frégate, dans le port de Québec, 
qui devait nous conduire aux Bermudes. Je dis a vi Bulier: “je vous price 
de faire part 4 Son Excellence de ce que je vais vous dire. Mes paroles 
peuvent @tre prophétiques; comme celles d'un homme mourant. Je laisse mon 
ays, probablement pour n'y plus revenir. Dites au lord Durham, que des 
hommes qui l'entourent sont ceux qui ont entourés et perdus tous ses pré- 
décesseurs." 
"Seuls, ils sont la cause de tout le malheur qui pése actuellement 

sur le pays. Seuls, ils souffriront, si une meilleur administration 

saisit les roues du gouvernement. Ils ont ruiné tous ses dévanciers, et je 
crains bien fort, qu'ils aient déja trompé lord Durham, que je regarde comm 
le gouverneur, le plus habile, le plus politique qui soit jamais venu en 

ce pays. Ils voudraient vous cacher la vérité; ils déploient toute leur 
finesse pour vous empoisonner l'esprit contre tous les hommes honnétes et 
distingués du pays; pour exciter vos prégugés contre eux. En vous cachant 
la vérité, ils espérent perpétuer, 4 leur seul profit, les outrages dont 

ils ont si abondamment désolé le pays. I1 nous est parvenu, en prison, 
une lettre venant de Québec, qui nous assurait que Son Excellence allait 

de suite, proclamer une amnistie générale; qu'il allait faire ouvrir les 
portes des prisons, et faire un noble, un grand appel a tous les habitans 
S, sans €gard a la politique, 4 l'origine, ou 4 la croyance de 

que. Il leur diratt: "je viens avec la branche d’olive, proclamer 
ix, établir la concorde et l'harmonie; et tous ensemble nous tra- 

erons pour assurer le bonheur et la prospérité du Canada. 
e fis part de ces nobles manifestations a mes fréres prisonniers, 
plupart avec des larmes aux yeux, et tous avec la plus vive expression 
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de gratitude, s'écriérent: ''Oui nous montrerons a4 cet excellent gouverneur 
que nous ne combattions que pour la justice et nos droits." Oh, que 
c'était un beau spectacle, que de voir de si nobles paroles prononcées 
par des centaines de braves Canadiens, et péres de famille, dont les 
visages rayonnaient des plus beaux traits de l'humanité! Eh bien: mon- 
sieur, dans le court espace de 24 heures, ces vues larges, sages et bien- 
veillantes furent @touffées par les conseillers du lord Durham. [I1 cher- 
chaient la vengeance; il leur fallait des victimes; et lord Durham, ne 
connaissnat ni leur méchanceté, ni la petitesse de leur influence, fit 
trompé et perdu. Puisqu'il leur fallait des victimes, sept de mes amis, 
et moi-méme, nous nous sommes offerts en sacrifice, sur les autels de 
notre patrie; mais ce grand homme est tout-a-fait perdu, et ne retirera 
aucun avantage'"de sa politique ni de notre obnégation." Cette entrevue, 
M. l'Orateur, parut faire une profonde sensation sur M. Buller, et les 
exilés aux Bermudes ont eu toute raison de croire que le noble lord n'a 
pas 6té indigué de nos expressions et de 1'élévation de nos vues. 

L'hon. membre pour Sherbrooke nous a dit qu'il s'était trouvé, par 
accident, soyez-en certain, dans une retraite de la chambre d'assemblée, 
a Québec, il y a bien des années; et que 1a il entendit deux membres 
canadiens s'expliquant mutuellement leurs projets d'attaque contre le 
gouvernement, qu'ils espéraient renverser! Leur tactique se résumait en 
ceci: ils devaient attirer l'attention des millitaires sur le Sud de la 
riviére, tandis qu'ils feraient la guerre au Nord! Mais, l'hon. membre, 
par une impulsion de délicatesse, passablement singuliére, ne voulant pas 
en apprendre d'avantage, fit connaitre qu'il était prés! I1 en (sic) 
voulait pas, pour tout au monde, faire le métier de délateur alors, ni 
depuis! Loin de lui, de vouloir s'insinuer dans les bonnes graces de quel- 
que @tranger audacieux; lui arracher ses secrets, et les communiquer en- 
suite! Pourtant il était au plein de sa loyauté alors! I1 devrait nous 
exposer cette trame des deux membres, loyal qu'il est!10/ He (Dr. N.) 
was not cognizant of any scheme of the Rebellion which subsequently broke 
out, nor was he aware of any plan of resistance before the Rebellion.--It 
was not till after gentlemen in Montreal had been seized, and warrants had 
been issued against others in St. Johns, that resistance was resolved upon. 
The object of the honorable members was to excite the people of Upper Canada, 
for the purpose of terrifying the Government, and to influence the Con- 
stituencies to over awe that honorable House from deciding upon the question 
before it, but he thought it would comport most with the dignity of the 
House to go on with the Resolutions.108 Je dis encore, que l'on ne fasse 
aucune attention 4 ma proclamation; qu'on ne me donne un seul sou; si, en 
faisant ceci, on ne peut rendre justice aux justes demandes de tant d'autres; 
qui, peut-étre, souffriraient beaucoup plus que moi par cette privation. 
Mais si on m'applique le mot "rebelle," que l'on sache que je n'ai jamais 
été rebelle 4 mon bien, et a la premiére loi de la nature, qui nous ordonne 
de resister a l'injure et a la tyrannie, quand les lois ne peuvent plus 
protéger, il faut se défendre soi-méme. Quoi, serait-ce étre rebelle que 
l'on demande constitutionnellement ses droits, et que l'on oppose la 
résistance 4 leur violation? C'est ici ume doctrine de tyran, trés propre 
a étre réléguée 4 des esclaves. Que l'on nous donne jouissance de nos 
priviléges de sujets Britanniques; que nous ayons franchement et ouverte- 
ment la possession de attributions civiles et politiques, LE GOUVERNEMENT 
RESPONSABLE et mes confréres d'exil, moi et les Canadiens nous serons tou- 
jours préts a repousser toute invasion de notre pays, par une puissance 
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MR. MORIN the SPEAKER Address the 


SIR A. MACNAB turning to the 
but he had observed an Tee tage 
Hincks,) turn his back 
supposed of course that 
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Treasury 
for an hour Peer rtoretee 
ay a had not seen him. 
through a great deal in his politi and had seen strange 
in this country, but he never had aes ca said da rebel until 
had been calledone by the hon. Inspector General, and by Her 
government, which accused him and his friends of getting up the reb 
He threw the charge back in their faces, and unhesitatingly said, that 
whether he spoke in Parliament or out of rliament, the assertion so near- 
ly approached a falsehood, that he would call it a falsehood wherever it 
was made, or whoever made it. (Cheers and sensation.)--He could the 
hon. gentleman opposite, that gentlemen on his side of the house were not 
to be called rebels for the manner in which they had acted at the Queen's 
command. They had been called to arms by the Queen's authority, to put 
down a tebeitr on raised by gentlemen not now necessary to be named-*' 
acted under great aero, see ee knew that four 
thanked those p led themselves 
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99 
also of Tee three steamers of which he was then the weoepieuepede Now 
he asked the hon. gentlemen opposite why did they not come out boldly and 
say, that those men were not rebels, and were not culpable at all, although 
the wisdom and justice of law had pronounced them rebels, every man of them. 
A great deal had been said about Lord Durham. 124 Now, he would tell the 
House that there was not a sensible man in the Province who did not look 
uponl25 Lord Durham's pote uu e in a manner which he would not care about 
giving expression to, 146 
ms 

MR. MORRISON, what did he think of Sir F. Bond Head's Jere, 

SIR A. MACNAB said, that if any common soldier had deserted his post, 
as Lord Durham had done his at Quebec, and run away at the first appearance 
of danger he would have been court martialed and shot 128 as a deserter.+ 

MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE, what do you think of Sir Francis feedtae 

SIR A. MACNAB would tell the hon. gentleman what he thought of Sir 
Francis Head; he thought that he was an honest man, that he had faithfull 
done his duty, 131 had received the approbation of the best men in England 32 
and ... was approved by the home government who made him a Baronet; and 
that he had been sacrificed; he thought that he had pursued the course 
which had been afterwards pointed out in the instructions to Sir George 
Arthur--and though he did not please men in this country, there was not 
a man in England who did not think he was an honest man. An hon. gentleman 
at the other end of the building, who had acted a conspicuous part, and 
who was said by the hon. member for the North Riding to be universally 
respected, had presented an address to Sir F. B. Head. He (Sir Allan) had 
that address in his possession, in his own hand writing. That hon. gentle- 
man had shed tears at his departure, and said that the Queen of England 
did not know the evil she inflicted on this country nor the loss Her 
Majesty was sustaining. 

Ironical cheers and interruptions from the ministerial pence 

SIR A. MACNAB told hon. gentlemen to go on. Those were interruptions 
which hon. gentlemen on his side of the house were quite accustomed to. 
The hon. gentleman (Dr. Nelson) had complained that a summons had not been 
sent ta him, nor to the other persons at St. Johns. Did he not iknow it 
was the custom to take up people guilty of such crimes without summons ?+5° 
Let that be as it might, he wanted to knowl36 why were the people of Upper 
Canada to be cailed on to pay for the fighting in Lower Canada? What had 
they to do with the fight at St. Denis?13/ 


DR. NELSON, we have paid your eepeeuoe” 


SIR A. MACNAB denied it. The Upper Canada losses have been Retr e 


The Upper Canadians had paid their own lossesl40 from the Tavern Licenses 
of Upper Canada. Well, to be surel4l they had paid the loya1l42, they have 
not paid their rebels, they had not paid McKenzie, nor Montgomery, nor 
Gibson, for their losses. But he would correct himself, they were in 
course of paying Gibson for he understood he was now employed by the pre- 
sent government, and was receiving his five dollars a day143, $4 or $5 

per day, so that he perhaps ought to be considered as paid for his 
trouble.144 The people of the city of Toronto would understand from this 
appointment, how much their feelings were considered and their loyalty 


oe 
vaiued. The people of this country were sensitive, and ~ had shown that 
they were bravel46 and would show that they knew their rights. 147 But 
this he would say, that it would be a disgrace to Great Britain if . 
he colony were lost by disgusting those men who had already saved it 148 
He asked for time for the present measure to be considered, and it could 
be shown that loyal men had suffered, he was prepared tol49 lend his assist- 
ance to pay them.150 If the Church of St. Eustache had been burned, and it 
could be proved that the people who owned it, had not taken part in the 
Rebellion, he was not prepared to say that he would not be willing to pay 
iti3l, but he would never consent to reward ((rebelis)).152 The loyal people 
of Upper Canada had lost money by the rebellion, they had lost time, and 
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loss of some of the friends of his early titel. young men full of honour, 
and warm with affection+54, who had been hurried to theirl55 premature 
gravesl56 by diseases contracted in defending the country against the 158 
rebels. Had the loyalists of Upper Canada no feelings?15/ no affection? ~ 

He could not give full expression to his contempt for a government which 
called those people rebels... Were they to be told by the government to-day 
that they were rebels? He could not say how much he despised it. The ae 
government had come and called upon men to arm in defence of their country ~~ 
to put down an unnatural rebelliont60, Well they have put the rebels down+0l 
but they are now up again in the majority, and+62 now it suited the con- 


venience of government to turn round upon these men who had risked their 


lives and property, and call them rebels, and not only so, but called upon .,, 
: as peer 163 
those very men to pay the losses the rebels had sustained in the struggle. 


a 
(Laughter.) Hon. gentlemen might laugh; putlo4 | k God tox 


that he never would pay them. 105 


he took God to witness 


COL. PRINCE.--They would die Fieeee 

SIR A. MACNAB said that the Government would have paid him £500 to blow 
out the brains of the hon. member for Richelieu, and lots of money had been 
offered for the heads of others. They would now reward him for his rebellious 
conduct with £23,000. But the Ministry and the majority at their backs wer 
now to tell the people of Upper Canada that they must pay for ae losses. 
Did the hon. members for Lower Canada feel the same contempt that he di 
for that government, which would hnavel®/ shot the loyalists of Upper Canada 
by COMEE martiall6& if they had not responded to the call? and if they had 
not put down the rebels? and which now desires them to pay their losses? 
He asked the hon. member for Montreal, the gallant Colonel of those days, if 
he ought not to contribute his two years’ colonel's pay to this magnificent 


object. 


170 
MR. HOLMES said that he never received any pay. (Laughter.) 


. MORIN the SPEAKER said there were interruptions in the gailery, 
and if continued, they knew the course. 1 


STR A. MACNAB continued: Then the hon. gentleman was a_true Irishman 
and fought for love. He knew the hon. member for Kent nadl/2 also done his 
duty well and bravely in Upper Canada; but he did not think that made the 
hen. members (sic) argument anything stronger.1/? The feeling on his side 
ae the house was to do justice. Hon. gentlemen say that they are very 

ich afraid the people of Upper Canada don't understand the matter. ve 
applied to hon. members opposite to say whether they were so well acquainted 


674 


with the matter, that they could receive no benefit from the advice of 
their constitutuents? Was there any reason why they should not give an 
opportunity for such information to reach them? He could tell gentle- 

men opposite that they feared the people of Upper Canada so much that they 
would not give them time to allow them to express their opinions on that 
subject. The administration had a great majority in that House; why were 
they pre-determined to hurry on the decision of the question. Did they 
think themselves too wise to learn from the ignorant people of Upper 
Canada?174 Was it not right that the people should have an opportunity 

to express their opinion?175 Did they ever see any matter of consequence 
passed through the English house of Commons, in such a hurried manner? 

No. There a measure was introduced, and if of importance, was moved on 

by easy stages. But the present Ministryl/76 had a majority; theyl77 in 
troduced bills of the highest importance to-day, andl/8 would force it on, 
and in two days it would become law.179 Could the hon. Attorney-General 
West show any precedent for such a proceeding?180 In all the revolutions 
of history, no example of such an occurrence as this motion could be found. 
There had been rebellions in England, rebellions in Ireland, and rebellions 
in Scotland, and never had the people been called upon to pay for the losses 
of the insurgents. He would read the preamble of the Act relative to the 
rebellion of 1698. (The hon. gentleman here read from the Act.) 182 No 
precedent for it; and what struck him as remarkable was, that thel83 re- 
presentative of the Queenl84 did not stand by the loyal menl85 just as 
boldly and unblushingly as the present Government supported the rebel party? 
The Upper Canadians had stood by their Queen in the day of danger and 
difficulty; they had obeyed orders, and they had been cast adrift; they 
were told that they were in the minority, and ought to be in the majority. 
When the Inspector-General had called him a rebel, he felt that if he had 
been, it had been in common with every brave and loyal man of the legion 
who went with him to Toronto. He (Sir Allan) had been at the head of the 
loyal and gallant people of Upper Canada? and they had received the thanks 
of the Queen; they had been thanked by Parliament, 186 the Upper Canadian 
Legislature, ... every Colonial Legislature, and received that of which 
every brave and honest man might be proud of; and was he to be called by 

the Inspector-General, the adviser of the Governor, with being a rebel? 

A member of the Government which that day, before the country, justified 

the rebellion! 188 


181 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS said that he had not so charged Mini 
SIR A. MACNAB supposed the gentleman felt that in his position he ought 
not to have made that chargel90 and flinched from it. He (Mr. Hincks) 
ought not to have made the charge.191 However, he had certainly said that 
he (Sir Allan) had brought about the rebellion, and had justified the rebellion. 
That was the languagel9¢ of the Government of Upper Canada, and he felt 
that when that charge was brought against him, that it was applied equally 
to the people, and every loyal man in the Province. He ought to have hesit- 
ated before stigmatizing as rebels the gallant people, whom he (Sir Allan) 
had lead to Toronto to save it; and well did he remember that the hon. 
gentleman who now denounced them was not there among them as a loyal man. 
The hon. gentleman denied that he had applied the term to the whole people, 
but he (Sir Allan) appealed to the house, whether any other inference could 
be intended or drawn. That was the language of a man, who took neither side but 
belonged to the moderate party.193 He could not help feeling some surprise 
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at the conduct of the Hon. Attorney General West  . He recollected in 
1813, when he first came into parliament, on the question of reimbursing 
the inhabitants of the Niagara frontier, the present Attorney General 
for Upper Canada objected to it. And if he would take the trouble to refer 
to the Journals of Upper C., he would find that he hadl9> resisted every 
attempt made to remunerate the brave loyalists of that section of the 
country who perilled their livesl!96 ((and)) who had been disabled in de- 
fending the  o Ss territory, and the indemnification of families whose 
head had lost his life in the service. He had then voted against paying 
these uepiaw® andl?7 yet, on this occasion, +98 it did seem strange to am, 


So 
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that he should come down nowl99 backed by his Lower Canadian friends 
as soon as an opportunity arose of paying rebels, to ask Upper Canada to 

pay the rebels of Lower Canada.79l If that hon. member would be suffi- 
cientiy condescending he would like him to point out a precedent for this 
most extraordinary motion292, He asked to be enlightened on the subject, 

and whether the Att. Gen. could point out to him one single precedent for 

it. He had used the weight of his influence to drag the Upper Canada members 
into voting for this measure, by telling them if they did not do so they 
would resign, and then the Tories would come into power. He asked t hon. 
Attorney West for a precedent. He paused for an answer. The hon. gentleman 
was silent, and well he might be.¢ 203 There have been rebellions in England-- 
there have been rebellions in Ireland--there was a rebellion in the British 
North American Colonies, now the United States, and if any people were ever 
justified in rebelling, he would say it was the people of those Colonies; 

and yet, he would defy any man to show a single precedent in any one of 

these cases to authorize the government to come down at the ... and demand 
that a set of rebels should be indemnified for ... He had said that the 
people of the British North American Colonies were justified in rebelling, 

but could it be asserted that the Canadians had any good cause for rebeil- 
ion?“9* The hon. Inspector General ... however, ... had justified the 
rebellion on the ground that the Government had been unconstitutional. 

Could the loyal party have changed that constitution?295 Ave, the Hon. 
Inspector General had stigmatized him, and his hon. friend the member for 
Toronto, as being the authors of that rebellion, and had justified the Upper 
Canada rebels, because, indeed, the Government of the day had not given way 
at the first outset to the doctrines broached by Lyon McKenzie--for he was, 
in reality, the father of Responsible Government in Canada206 as fast 

the hon. gentleman wished. 207 And what was this Responsible pace F208 
which he thought had only lately been established.79 He would tell them 
what some of its fruits were.-t It had been established under Lord Sydenhan, 
for he had carried his elections by brute force, and he had kept his members 
in Parliament so long as they suited him. But what had been the effect since 
Mr. Baldwin had come into office? What was it? Mr. Justice Smith had been 
an Executive Councillor, and ... after serving as Attorney General for two, 
years¢ll was placed beyond the reach of that House, except by impeachment---. 
For that important service he had received a permanent office of £1000 a 
year. hen there was also Mr. Justice Draper, who was also an Executive 
Councillor, as soon as a Judgeship was vacant, he, like a sensible man, had 
likewise secured his £1C00 a year, and before he had an opportunity of 
defending his policy.2+ 3 Next followed Mr. Justice Aylwin who, having served 
the public during four or five Parliaments, and proving himself a chiseller 
of the firsts onder, 214 his brother chisellers had done for him by chiselling 
him into another Judgeship of £1000 a year--that chiselling letter will 
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stand both here and in England, as a lasting disgrace to this country, and 
a monument to the infamy of all concerned. He never had returned to Parlia- 
ment again, nor could resist the temptation of so good a berth. Then another 
hon. gentleman, who had been Sir F. Head's adviser, had advised the hanging 
of Lount and Mathews, had the good fortune to be a member of a Responsible 
Executive Council, and by his brother chisellers, had also got his £1000 
a year. That was four of them. Then came that able talented and very 
excellent person Mr. Sullivan, who although he never did possess the con- 
fidence of the people--possessed talent, and like a sensible man left the 
responsibles for a snug berth beyond the search of responsible government. 
Mr. Justice Harrison was another, and was to have gone with Lord Sydenham's 
Council; when a Judgeship became vacant and he like a sensible man preferred 
going into it, besides several others. So spoke public notoriety of res- 
ponsible government, and on public notoriety people were condemned now a 
days. These were the fruits of responsible government, and its advantages 
were so well understood215 by the people, that there could not be the 
slightest doubt about its being in high favour. The Hon. Inspector General 
himself, he who2l6 had been pleased to call him (Sir Allan) and his friends 
rebels: yes, and the government had dared to say that he and his friends 
had got up the rebellion. What would the Governor think when he heard 
that? That the man with whom he was daily closeted--2!’ in consultation 
respecting the interests of the state“18-- his confidential adviser 
had called him and those gallant and loyal men who had risked their lives 
and their fortunes in their country's defence, and who had received the 
thanks of their Sovereign--rebels?220 

A 

A laugh from MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS.-7* 

SIR A. MACNAB.--Aye, the hon. member might well laugh it off. He felt 
he was on the right side; he had the majority with him, but it was a matter 
of "public notoriety", and public notoriety mightconvince him as well as 
others, that he too was about to enjoy the advantages of Responsible Govern- 
ment, or rather to > turn his back on it,--~ anudsget = eoodrsituation in 
Quebec of a thousand a year 23, All he would say was, that if the hon. 
member did so, he would not neglect to call to his aid the gallant Col. 

W. L. Mackenzie, who, having obtained great knowledge of customs matters 
in the Yapted States, would no doubt, be of singular service to him at 
Quebec.~ 

Loh 220 

Hear, hear, from the Opposition. 

SIR A. MACNAB ((continued:)) The hon. gentleman had talked a great deal 
about what was called the family compact? of Upper Canada, and he would 
say a very loyal227 and obedient compact it was, for they had not merely 
received the thanks of their Sovereign, but showed that they had merited 
that thanks, for it was by their means that Sir F. Bond Head was enabled 
to send all the troops229 he had to Lower Canada, to put down the rebellion, 
for which the family compact men were now to be taxed, 220 And when the time 
arrived for active service, they stood by him to a man, and saved Upper 
Canada froma vile faction. 231 They should be careful when they talk about 
the compact*32, Still there had been a great deal said about the Family 
Compact, and he would tell those hon. members, if they did not know it al- 
ready, that there*23 were other families and other compacts in other parts 
of the Ea There were in England families which had pretty good compacts 
of their own » which out-compacted every compact that had ever been heard of, 


composed too of Liberals £ 
done more for England than any other p 


Tronical cheers from the 


) The hon. gentleman then proceeded to read 

he Grey family, who held places of emolument 

nder Government.*°’ "Though Dr. Grey Bishop of Hereford was dead, and Earl 
pets and W. E. Edward Ellice, had retired from office--the Greys still m 
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Cie eA MACNAB ((continued:) 
es names of those members of ¢t 


olerable appearance as specimens: here were Viscount Howick, Secretar: 
War; hon. Colonel Grey, commanding 7lst regiment; hon. John Grey, rector 
the rich and royal living of Wooler; hon. Frederick Grey, under Secretary 
the War Department; Sir George Grey, under Secretary in the Colonial 
epartment; hon. Francis Grey, rector with a valuable living; hon. Harry 
ey, Aide-de-Camp in Ireland; hon. Sir Henry Grey, General and Colonel of 
regiment in the army; W. Charles Wood, (son-in-law of Lord Grey) Secretary 
the Admiralty; W. F. T. Baring, married a niece of Lord Grey, Secretary 
the Treasury; Earl of Durham, (son-in-law of Lord Grey) Governor of Canada; 
rd Ponsonby (brother-in-law of Lord Grey) Ambassador of Constantinople; 
W. E. Ellice, jun., (nephew of Lord Grey) Secretary of Lord Durham. There 
were many more*~°. 
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Gries from the Ministerial Benches of "Go on," "Read, read." 

SIR A. MACNAB ((continued:)) Surely, said he, hon. members had heard 
quite enough to convince them that that was the greatest compact ever heard 
of ,240 a compact of reformers, of liberals. If the men who first settled 

a 


in Canada had assisted their friends, was there ever a compact like the 
Grey family? Then Lord Durham came out to this country, and had given 
his name to a report of which they were so proud, that had been written 
out for him. The Earl of Durham was one of the compact--he came to Canada 
to give it a constitution, and Edward Gibbon Wakefield, that very clever 
and noble man came out with him, and the report was his. He had been in- 
dicted by a grand jury, of which my Lord Stanley was foreman, of fraud, 
forgery, and conspiracy; he had been tried, convicted, and sent to Newgate. 
The Whig Justice of England, in rae te judgment, a said that the 
abodes of guilt had never produced such a monster. And Sir Robert Peel had 
introduced a Bill into the Commons of England, which passed unanimously, 
the preamble of which stated, "that whereas Edward G. Wakefield had been 
convicted for fraud, forgery, and conspiracy.'’ Yet this was the man that 
had been frequently seen seated at the Governor's table, no doubt to 
improve the morals of the people of this country. This was the man who 
came out with Lord Durham, and they were welcome to him.?41 From his PEN). «sis 
that famous report emanated, of which the hon. members opposite were so 
excessively proud, and no wonder for, 

"A fellow-feeling makes us wondrous kind. 
He it was who concocted that splendid report, and drew out that constitution, 
with which they all seemed to be so excessively pleased; all he would say 
was that he hoped they would be benefitted by it and indeed to say truth, 
they appeared very well disposed to reap some advantage from it, by the motior 


fal 


to place at their disposition £200,000. 
243 
tH fie! 
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A voice--"Not half so much. 


SIR A. MACNAB ((continued:)) of which they would no doubt finger a 
siderable portion themselves. Well, it was doubt without, that the hon. 
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members were considerably indebted to Mr. Edward Gibbon Wakefield for their 
darling Responsible Government and he put it to the Hon. Attorney General 
West, as a matter of generosity, for which he was noted, and of which they 
so frequently felt the proof on his side of the House, to bring in a vote 
for a handsome sum of money for his beautiful report, which it was matter 
of public notoriety, Lord Durham never saw till he was called on to sign 
his name to it.244 They ought to send him at least £2000 for a gift. 

A voice--He did pretty well in the Beauharnois Canal ae Peer ae 

SIR A. MACNAB.--Yes, he remembered on that occasion it was proved, in 
Committee, that the British Government offered to associate two Engineers 
of Experience along with the Provincial Engineer in that work, on the ground 
that it was as much a military as a commercial work; and Mr. Parent, a 
Member of the Committee, proposed that the Report should be drawn up 
accordingly, but he did not know how it happened the Committee could never 
be got together again. Mr. Moffatt also tried to assemble them, but it was 
of no use. He did not know what had occurred, nor whether Responsible 
Government had had anything to do with it or not; but this he did know, 
that Mr. Parent was soon after appointed Clerk of the Council, with £800 
a-year; and Mr. Dunscomb, another Member of the Committee, received an 
appointment with a salary of 2500247 and the hon. member for Lincoln he 
believed was about the same time appointed to a situation for which he was 
exceedingly well qualified on the Welland Canal, also at £500 a year .248 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MERRITT rese to correct the hon; member: fis 
appointment did not take place until a year after.249 


SIR A. MACNAB thought the hon. gentleman was wrong. However, he found 
it convenient, on the approach of an election, to resign the appointment, 
and the only curious thing about it was, that he (Mr. Merritt) had handed 
the letter to his son to be mailed, and strange to tell, it was not mailed 
until the hon. gentleman's election was secure.250 OR SIR ALLAN MACNAB 
might be wrong. He was not sure, however, about the year after, but he 
could refresh his memory from the Journals; but leaving that subject, he 
would revert to the question, to which he had already directed the attention 
of the House, as it was a matter of some little importance to him@51, He 
had asked the hon. gentleman opposite (Mr. Baldwin) to point out a pre- 
cedent for his present course*>2 and he would ask the Government again if 
they could produce any precedent for the resolution before the House? He 
must suppose that they could not, or they would have shown it. Well, then 
he would ask them if the claims handed in by certain parties, who had been 
also lately in arms against Her Majesty's Government, were the claims they 
intended to pay? From their silence he must again 53 come to his own con- 
clusions, but he thought it not right.254 Well, if that was the case, he 
would say that the hon. member for Richelieu, whose gallantry he admitted 
as much as any man--(Hear)--was the one who ought pre-eminently to be sat- 
isfied;255 and if any body should receive payment, he would give it first 
to him.256© But he must remark, that according to the rules of Parliament, 
the hon. gentleman ought not to give his vote on the occasion, as it was 
one in which his pecuniary interests were concerned. 297 
DR. NELSON did not intend to do Saye 

SIR A. MACNAB continued. He was gratified to hear the hon. gentleman 
say so. It was what he expected. 79 If he extended forgivness to any man, 


it shovuldtte Vnithe tir 
something that all could 
his opinions, and it shew a 
such a man, and he should be sorry, ind t wa 
and his friends had murdered many loyal men, he should So 
1imself as to join a majority, to compel t i 
and beaten him, to pay his losses. 260 He had asked the Ministr 
edly fora precedent, and they had been unable to furnish one. He w 
mention one for chem. 71 There was a period recorded in the to 
Scotland--he did not say that it was true, but that history recor 
that theScottish Parliament sold their King for the sum of £200,0 
the rebels who were in arms against him; and it was a curious fac 
the General who conducted the treaty was of the name 9h 
he repeated, was the only precedent he could discover” that loyal 
were sacrificed to pay rebels. 264 The truth of it has been ¢ i 
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unfortunately it still ((appears)) on the pages of History. He rem- 
embered that Cromwell found it necessary a few years after to turn out 
that Parliament. That was a hypocritical gine Parliament, called 
from a scoundrel in it "Praise God Barebones Parliament." If ever 


a 
there was a Joon. With which the English people wer 
it was that "praise God bare bones'' Parliament. He € 
another precedent than that.266 Were hon. members prepa 
the resolutions before them on the strength of such a pr d 
He would ask the hon. members for Upper Canada, who intended t 
that motion, what their constituents had sent them there for? Did they 
think for one moment that their constituents sent them down for the pur- 
pose of meeting in a caucus, and binding themselves to vote for the Min- 
istry, through thick and thin, lest that Ministry should be obliged to 
resign, and allow the vile Tories to enter into office once more? Or 
was it rather that they should do their duty to their country to the best 
of the ability and judgment that God had given them? It was evident, 
that they were inclined to the first opinion. What was the use of such 
men taking their seats in a deliberative assembly? They might just as 
well, and with as much benefit to the community, have sent down their 
waist coats stuffed with straw. Was it not notorious that what he hinted 
at was true? That the supporters of the Administration had held a caucus, 
where, in order to preserve the Ministry in their seats, they had bound 
themselves to vote for this measure, under the idea that if they did not 
do so, the Ministry would be compelled to resign?°/ and six or seven were 
Upper Canadians. 268 

269 

A cry name them. 

SIR A. MACNAB.--He would not do that, as it would be personal and un- 
parliamentary. They knew full well who they were. What an insult to their 
constituencies: What man of honor would permit himself to be so bound? 

Their constituents expected them to be men of intelligence and to vote 

by brains. 270 He detested those caucuses, in which hon. members were in- 
duced to neglect what they owed to themselves, and to) betray the txust con— 
fided to them by their constituents.-/+ These who did their duty to their 
constituents would not find it necessary to attend them, to be told that 

if they did not go with the ministry in this measure those vile tories 

would come into power.272 He knew well what their constituents would say ete, 
to them. They would be toid that they had no power to pass such a measure“‘~. 
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He demanded time, but the Inspector General ordered them to hurry on-- 

the people discussing it, but their opinions were worth nothing. He asked 
whether the present question had been submitted by the Inspector General 
to his constituents, or by his colleagues to theirs2/4, or whether they 
thought that the people knew that the question was to be brought up? He 
could positively assert that they did not2/5, He took it for granted that 
the head of the government went with them or he would not have allowed 

the measure to come down to the House. If he did disapprove of it, he 
should have dissolved the House, and they would make it the watchword at 
the hustings. 276 He would tell the Attorney General West what he ought 

to do. The Hon. Attorney General imagined that he possessed a great deal 
of influence in Upper Canada, and, by the way, he must tell him that was 
not the case. He had no wish to annoy the honourable gentleman, but he 
would repeat he did not possess that influence in Upper Canada which he 
imagined he had. Was he not defeated in his native city? Was he not 
defeated in the county in which that city was situated? Was he not de- 
feated at Hastings? And was he not Rimouskied, and with a determination 
and perseverance worthy of all admiration, obliged to go to Eastern 
Canada, and thus force himself into his seat by the aid of a French 
majority?2/77 He had now a majority, but at the mercy of French Canadians. 
But if the hon. gentleman imagined he possessed that amount of influence, 
which he (Sir A. MacNab) was disposed to deny, why did he not advise His 
Excellency to dissolve the House--* 


2 
Ironical cheers from the Ministerial Benches. 


SIR A. MACNAB ((continued:))--and give the people of Upper Canada an 
opportunity of expressing their sentiments with regard to the question, and 
then return triumphantly to Parliament, with the voice of the people in 
his favour? He could tell the hon. gentleman that the people of Upper 
Canada would never submit to pay the losses of Lower Canadian rebels. 81 

ee 282 

Opposition cheers. 

SIR A. MACNAB ((continued:)) He did not mean offence to hon. gentlemen 
of Lower Canada; they had a right to their opinions, but he had also a 
right to his, and would express them.283 He did not make that statement 
rashly; he knew the people of Upper Canada as well as any man, and was as 
well able to explain their opinions?84, The measure was distasteful to them. 
What would they say if (the Upper Canadians) had been placed in the same 
situation? if they had been Rebels and lost their property, what would they 
(the Lower Canadians) think if they were called upon by Upper Canadians 
to make it good?285 He would tell them, moreover, that there was an opinion 
gaining ground rapidly in Upper Canada, that, by the truckling of their 
representatives, they were placed under the dominion of French masters. 

They were convinced of that fact, by the submission of the Upper Canadian 
Reformers in the House to French influence, when that influence was adverse 
to the interests of the people whom they were sent to represent. It so 
happened, that the Union had completely failed in its object. It had been 
intended for the purpose of reducing the Lower Canadians to the dominion 

of the British Canadians-- 

Hear, hear, from the French nember ste 

SIR A. MACNAB ((continued:))--And the very contrary effect had been 
brought about. (Hear, hear.) 288 (Laughter.) Yes, now the French Canadians 
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might laugh to see the Anglo-Saxons beneath their feet. The Upper Canadians 
had opposed the Union, but Judgeships were the most convenient things in 

the world. A Judgeship gained one gentleman, and promotion another, and 

the Union took place. The Upper Canadians were then a strong party, and 

the et weak, but now the Upper Canadians had to take the Frenchman's 

; 28 


They, in consequence of the alliance of a certain class who 
were determined to swim with the stream, and parade the quarter 

even if the whole were scuttled under their feet, had become the wrong 
party; and that party, whom it was intended to benefit, were reduced to 
be serfs of the other“*~ and their constituencies might go where they 
pleased.291 That was the consequence of that famous Union Act brough 
about by Lord Sydenham, who, with his Special Council on the one hand, 

and his places and pensions on the other, proceeded, in spite of all 
obstacles, 53 place him and his hon. friends in the exact position he had 
described. In England a measure of the kind was introduced at an early 
part of the Session, and passed by easy stages to allow public opinion 

to be expressed upon it, and be discussed in the Times and Morning Chronicle; 
but such a course would not do here, it would break up the caucus.*7" Bu 
reverting to the resolutions before the House, he would again ask, on wha 
grounds--on what principle of justice--or under what authority, were th 
loyal inhabitants of the Province to be called on to indemnify rebels?- 
An Act was passed in the British House of Commons for the indemnification of 
those persons who suffered loss in the Rebellion of 1798, and none but 

on the loyalist side were indemmified. It was a precedent ciearly a 
the position of the Ministry. Could they adduce one in its favor?~7 
they had not thought to produce it as yet. He would next ask the hon. 
tleman who had introduced the resolutions, how he could expect that t 
of Upper Canada should pay for the Rebellion losses of this section o 
Province? There was a trifling bit of a rebellion in Upper Canada; t 
claimants for indemnification. Those claims were satisfied; but it was not 
attempted to charge them on the Consolidated Revenue; they were paid out of the 
funds 6f the Upper Province. ° He would ask the hon. member for Glengarry at 

he were prepared to vote for the resolution, and what he thought of it729/ 

His constituents had a hand in causing the losses now to be paid for out of their 
pockets. Why, fourteen2?98 hundred of them, all "McDonalds" no doubt, and fine 
fellows they were, came down like their fathers of old, and after doing good 
service, were so completely tired out that, as he heard, they were obliged to 

get horses to carry them home. (Laughter. )299 There was no part of the world 
so Scottish as Glengarry; it contained 1,800 McDonalds, two-thirds of whom 
could not speak one word of English, and a gallant set of fellows they were. 
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Hear, hear. Did they go in their kilts?301 


SIR A. MACNAB.--He did not know if they came to Lower Canada in kilts 
or trews, but he had heard they were tired out, and returned on horse-back, 
and he asked if they were now 02 prepared to sanction this proposition, 
compelling them to pay for the damage they so readily made at the instance 
of their Sovereign? He would scarcely believe it, and he could scarcely 
believe that the hon. member himself intended to vote for it; and he knew well 
that there were other constituencies in Upper Canada that were as little in 
favor of it as the constituency of the hon. member for Glengarry. He \ 
the Ministry of the danger--the Ministry who termed him rebel, although 
every act of his life had shown that he always exerted himseif on the side 
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of order--he warned them that the course they were taking was likely to 
drive the people of Upper Canada to desperation, (hear, hear,) and to make 
them feel that if they were to be ruled by foreigners, (hear, hear,) it 
would be more to their benefit to be ruled by a neighboring and kindred 
people, (hear, hear,) than by those with whom they ... interests.303 

Cheers from the Ministerial cere 

SIR A. MACNAB ((continued:)) Notwithstanding the Government had told 
him that he was a rebel; every act of his life showed that he had been in 
favor of order. If he had followed McKenzie he might had been called a 
loyal man. During the whole course of his public life he had tried to 
uphold the integrity of the empire. He had never sought office at the 
expence of principle, and no matter what might come, he would always do 
his duty. He might have detained the House too long with these remarks, 
and he should not have extended them to the length he had done, but for 
the interruptions he had received. He did not think that it was right, 
nor just to be forced to vote, on that question at the present time. He 
felt it his bounden duty to do all he could to oppose the resolution, 
and he would with all his influence support the amendment . 305 

MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE rose to address the Foes swat 

SIR A. MACNAB.--He knew exactly what the hon. member intended to say, 
and would reply to it at once. (Laughter.) The hon. member was going to 
justify the appointment of Mr. Gibson. He might as well spare himself 
the trouble, for he (Sir Allan MacNab) would at once admit that the appoint- 
ment was perfectly correct, as he was a supporter of the hon. gentleman. 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE said that the hon. and gallant knight was mis- 
taken in supposing that he had ((risen)) for the purpose of defending his 
appointment of Mr. Gibson, but for the purpose of expressing his regret, 
that the gallant knight should take every opportunity of convincing the 
House, that the seat now occupied by him was less easy than the one which 
he had lately filled. (Hear, hear.) And he must also express his surprise, 
that the gallant knight, should think that the proper mode establishing 
the position of himself and his friends, was to keep up a heart burning 
about by-gone times and things, 308 which he knew would get into the news- 
papers, and which he knew had been denied309 , and that in a way which was 
neither dignified nor parliamentary, for surely the hon. gentleman ought 
to know,from his long parliamentary experience, that when a statement 
made perhaps in the heat of debate was once disclaimed, it was unparlia- 
mentary to refer to it again as he had done. 310 


SIR A. MACNAB would put the hon. member right. He and his hon. friend 
the member for Toronto had been personally attacked by the Inspector General, 
who accused them of being the authors of the rebellion in Upper Canada. 

Did the hon. member suppose he was going to swallow that? 211 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN would tell the gallant knight that he ought to 
be aware from his parliamentary practice, that in recurring so repeatedly 
to a statement which had been disclaimed, he acted in violation of all 
parliamentary rules. (Hear, hear.) 


SIR A. MACNAB appealed to the hon. members on his side of the House, 
if he had not been accused of inciting rebellion in the Upper Province by 
the Inspector General .313 


res, yes from the Opposition Benches. 

~ ee toe petal we i 315 

ie MOREM the SPEAKER” called =to order: 

SIR A. MACNAB had never had such a charge brought against him before; 
and he would repeat it again and again, not only in that House, but else- 
where, and in a manner whicl would net affect either his own dignity or 
the respect he owed the House. 316 

a eal F/ 

"Order, orders "=~ 

SIR A. MACNAB ((continued:)) He repeated that he had been wrongly 
attacked by ee Inspector General. The Attorney General had asserted 
that he was in the wrong. If he had misunderstood the Inspector General, 
let the hon. gentleman himself explain what he had said.~-“° 

MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS said, that the hon. and gallant Knight sees 
him with saying, that he charged him with having got up the rebellion. = 


It was impossible for him to reme 


of, but he would appeal to his ho 
correct in asserting that the mea 
ef was to the effect that the mis 
condemned by Lord Durham321 of whi 
gentleman near him were prominent 
rebellion in Upper Canada. 32 
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to hon. members on either 


SIR A. MACNAB would not allow 
distinctly heard the Hon. Inspect 
of the rebellion in Upper Canada. 
he (Sir Allan McNab) could not gu 
He could only be guided by the 


MR. MORIN the SPEAKER.-- 
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the offensive interpretation put 
opposite, and his hon. friend on 
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in the heat of debate, were to be 
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of a deliberative body. What his 
the compact which had ruled the U 
the rebellion by their wicked act 
ruling every place with their own 
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the House to order. He could not allow 
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inued. His hon. friend had disclaimed 
upon his language by the hon. gentleman 
the left had stated truly that it was an 
s, to reiterate that charge, after it 
ped there would be no more allusion to 
te, from his knowledge of parliamentary 
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s and constant misrule. That compact, 
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A member of the Opposition.--"It was a grant from the uae 

MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE denied that the Crown had made the grant for 
the purpose to which it was attempted to apply it. George the Third was 
too just and wise a monarch to vitiate all the principles of justice, 
and to do such an injury to the interests of the people of the Province, 
as to make a grant for that purpose. And it should also be borne in mind, 
that the decision of the twelve Judges in England, was directly adverse 
to the claims of the Church of England, but as the gallant knight's opinion 
was more recent, he was bound to suppose that it possessed more weight 
than theirs.330 


SIR A. MACNAB begged to remind the hon. member, that he had voted 
sometimes one way and sometimes another (laughter), but he was ready to 
defend every vote he gave. 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE continued. He was perfectly well aware that 
the hon. gentleman had sometimes voted one way, and sometimes the other, 
(hear, hear) and he had no doubt that if the hon. gentleman could bring 
his party into power, by a change of opinion on the subject at that moment 
under consideration, he would turn right about, and vote the other way.-- 
That hon. member had asserted that his hon. friend the Attorney General 
West did not represent public opinion in Upper Canada; he would merely 
tell the hon. gentleman to look at the Journals of the Upper Canada Parlia- 
ment for his refutation. The people of Upper Canada looked up to his 
hon. friend as the party by whom the Clergy Reserve system was to be 
broken up, that system which had given such general dissatisfaction, and 
respecting which the majority of the people, including many of the members 
of the Church of England, were determined to have a just and equitable 
settlement. But it was just possible that the gallant knight himself had 
very little care about public opinion, but reverted occasionally with feel- 
ings of pleasure to the palmy days of Sir F. B. Head, when the voice of 
public opinion could never be heard, and the strongest argument that could 
be used--"If you quarrel with me, you quarrel with your bread and butter." 
That was the system he had no doubt, which possessed the undivided ad- 
miration of the gallant knight--the system under which, public opinion 
was of no effect, and under which one individual alone possessed absolute 
power. Was that the system which the hon. and gallant knight would like 
to ((see reestablished?)) He (Mr. P.) would ask him as a statement what 
he thought of the doctrine which placed one man, even admitting that he 
was possessed of the highest talent, and actuated by the purest motives, 
in a totally irresponsible position? 332 


(83) 
At stx o'clock, P. M. pursuant to Order, the House was adjourned by 
Mr. Speaker, without a Questton first put, till Thursday next. 


APPENDIX: 13 FEBRUARY 1849. 


((QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS RE: INDIAN LANDS; WHARVE 
F 


anes E; BRIDGES OVER RIVER DU GOUFFRE; AND ROAD 
iN. ))?-- 


Se 


DR. LATERRIERE (asked a)) question. 


In answer to Dr. Laterriére, MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE said that it was 
he intention of the Government to accord sufficient lands to the Montagn 
ians; it was also in consideration of the Government whether it would 

be proper to make provisions of an annuity for the Indians. As to wharves 

on the Lower St. Lawrence, bridges over the River du Gouffre, and roads 

to Lake St. John, he could only reply, as to similar questions, that eT 
Government could not make any appropriations this year for local purposes. ~ 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: COURTS OF OYER AND TERMINER IN 
DISTRICT OF COLBORNE. ))336 


= 


MR. HALL inquired of ministers whether any measure wou 
during the present session for the holding of the Courts o 
twice a year instead of once as at present. 3/7 
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lt was answered that it was. 


e 
((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: REPAIR OF GOVERNMENT ROADS IN TORONTO.) ) 


MR. H. SHERWOOD, of Toronto, enquired of the Ministers if it was their 
intention to make any repairs on the Government Roads lying within the 
boundaries of the City of Toronto. 340 

MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS said, it was not their intention to do anything 
to the said roads, the Government did not think it had anything to do with 


them; and it was the only city in the Province which did not maintain its 
own roads. 241 


MR. H. SHERWOOD.--Then the Government had better offer them to the 
City, Corporation. 42 
MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS said it might have them, and that it had been 
told so.°4? 
((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: TAXES FOR WILD LANDS.) ) 


MR. HALL ((asked)) whether it is intended to introduce any measure this 
Session to prevent District Treasurers from receiving Taxes for Wild Lands, 
which are situated in other Districts?344 

It was answered that the new Assessment Bill, about to be introduced 

aie 2 ae ay 
by the Ministry, would make such provision. 


345 
((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: ROADS IN DISTRICT OF COLBORNE.) ) 


faa 


MR. HALL ((asked)) whether the expenditure of £250 will be ordered next 
summer, that was granted by the late Government for the improvement of th 
Qh 
340 


Road from Metcalfe to Lindsay, in the Colborne District? 
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It was answered the Government could not hold out any hopes in view 
of present states of finances. 347 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: APPROPRIATION FOR IMPROVEMENT OF ROAD 
IN DISTRICT OF COLBORNE.) ) 


MR. HALL ((asked)) whether the balance of the appropriation made by 
the late Ministry for the improvement of the road from Peterboro' to 
Asphodel, in the Colborne District, will be expended during the next 
summer ?348 


It was answered the Government could not hold out any hopes in view 
of present states of finances. 349 
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and also for the increase of business of the public works and canals, 
which have cost the Province a round sum of £30,000,000. That the present 
means of conveyance was not sufficient for the purpose of the furtherance 
of trade, and that it was most detrimental to trade that western products 
should accumulate in the fall and winter either at Montreal or Quebec. 
Every one has present to his memory the losses that the Canadian Trade 
had suffered in the years 1848'9. If all the products that wintered at 
Montreal and Quebec could have reached the English markets, either in the 
course of the winter, or early in the spring 1849, our merchants would 
have had the advantage of the high prices, and the trade of the country 
would not have suffered a loss that exceeded £600,000cy. The consequences 
of which are yet severely felt. The Company is not looking for pecuniary 
grant or assistance. Since it has invested and spent such large sums of 
money, it seeks what has been done, and what is daily done by almost every 
Legislature of the different States of the Union. The State of Massa- 
chusetts, for instance, has always lent assistance to every Railroad 
Company by the loan of its credit or otherwise. The aggregate length of 
the Railroads in that State exceed (sic) 800 miles, and the longest of 
them does not exceed 110 miles, and for the making of the whole of them 
the State has lent its credit. We have also the example of the most 
populous and wealthy State of the Union, the Empire State, the State of 
New York, that is intersected in every direction by Canals and Railroads; 
and the State on every occasion has lent its credit either for Railroads 
now constructed, or for those now under construction. The Long Island 
Railroad, the Auburn and Rochester Railroad and several others have had 
the advantage of the credit of the State for their construction. The New 
York and Erie Railroad now under construction has the same advantage. 
Since we see that our enterprising neighbours are obliged to have re- 
course to the credit and assurance of their respective legislatures, for 
the completion of their Railroads, why are we, that are said to have less 
enterprise and to have less means not to be assisted in our undertakings 
by our Legislature in the same manner as in the United States? There is 
no time to lose for the completion of the St. Lawrence and Atlantic Rail- 
road, if we wish to secure the Western trade. Every Atlantic city is 
competing with the other for the trade of the latter. We see that Boston 
not satisfied with her present means of conveyance by the Western Railroad 
and the Erie Canal, is pushing forward her Ogdenburg Railroad, New York 
also, not satisfied with the Hudson and the means of conveyance between 
Albany and Buffalo, is constructing the New York and Erie Road, the 
terminus of which will be at Dunkirk on Lake Erie, far above the Welland, 
and the business of which it will most surely diminish. Philadelphia, 
through railway communications to Harrisburg and Pittsburg, in conjunction 
with Railroads in Ohio to Cleveland, is aiming at the trade of the Lakes. 
Baltimore is not remaining behind. She will reach by railroad Whelling 
on the Ohio river, thence to Pittsburg by boat, where she will intersect 
the road to Cleveland. When we see such efforts by intelligent people, 

we cannot doubt of the importance of the business and the benefit they 
expect, from the trade of the lakes, a trade the greatest share of which 
will be ensured to our public works and our country at large-- The 

St. Lawrence and Atlantic Railroad can be completed in’a short period of 
Eames, 


The following is the Petition above referred to.-- 
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Lawrence Rail Road Company, having its Terminus on es Atlantic Ocean, at 
the City of Portland, with power to form a Branch to Stanstead, hereafter 
to connect with another line having its Terminus on the Atlantic Seaboard, 
at the City of Boston, in the State of Massachusetts, with further power 
to construct a Branch hereafter having its Terminus opposite the City of 
Quebec, in this Province. 

That the Capital, which may be raised by the Authority of said Act, 
by twelve thousand shares of fifty pounds each, amounts to six hundred 


thousand pounds, with power to raise an additional sum of five hundred 
thousand pounds, should the same be found necessary to complete and per- 
fect the enterprise, making in the whole a Capital of eleven ee 


thousand pounds. 

That Your Petitioners having duly organized and gone into operation 
under the provision of said Act, have paid in large sums of money on the 
amount subscribed, and having instituted a survey of the line throughout 
its whole distance, ascertained that it is not only practicable but that 
it may be constructed with very favorable grade ((of)) cuts, the entire 
distance in this Province being one hundred and twenty-seven miles and the 
approximate estimate, one hundred thousand pounds or six thousand a 
seventy pounds per mile; and they are further enabled to state that an 
equally propitious report of the Survey of the Sister Company in th 
of Maine places beyond doubt the fact, that no Engineering obstacle 
exist (sic) to prevent the carrying out the intention of the Act o 
corporation. The establishment of a continuous line of communication open 
at all seasons of the year from the River St. Lawrence, at Montreal, 
the Atlantic Ocean, at the Cities of Portland and Boston, as well as from 
Montreal to Quebec, in this Province. 

That your Petitioners in consequence of the embarrassed state of monetary 
affairs in England and in this Province failed in obtaining subscribed 
capital adequate to the completion of the undertaking, which they comm 
notwithstanding in the full hope that, the crisis over in the mother country 
and confidence restored the shares would be fully See a but they re 


tiat as yet their anticipation (Sie) “have not’ been fulfilied. They have 
constructed and placed in operation thirty miles, ie the first or 
Montreal division of the Road from the St. Lawrence to St. Hyacinthe at 
an outlay of one hundred and eighty thousand pounds, which leaves a balance 
undisposed of, over and above the liabilities of the subscribed capital, 
of about ninety eoneaae ounds, the payment of which must, under the pre- 
sent monetary difficulties be slow, and a portion of which, from the adverse 
circumstances of some may never be realised. 

That your Petitioners under the circumstances approach Your Honorable 
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House to solicit legislative aid to carry on and complete this great enter- 
prise, and venture to name the following as some of the grounds upon which 
it may with propriety be said to have claims upon the most favorable con- 
sideration of the Legislature. 

That from its geographical position and favorable gradients it will be 
the cheapest and shortest line of Railway which can be constructed from 
the waters of the St. Lawrence to the Atlantic Ocean, and being open at 
all seasons of the year, is the link necessary to complete the chain of 
continuous communication by the Provincial Canals to compete suecessfully 
for the carrying trade of the West, and must be a prominent means when in 
operation, of insuring to the Province a fair remuneration for the invest- 
ment of at least three millions of public money in these magnificent 
undertakings. 

That it will afford to the commercial interest ... produce of this 
Province, and that of the Country drained by the great Lakes arriving by 
the Canals towards the close of the navigation when the increased rate of 
insurance becomes almost a bar to shipping by the St. Lawrence, and will 
thus materially increase the carrying trade of the Public Works at that 
period of the year by the certainty afforded that produce brought thereby 
can find its way to the Seaboard without delay. 

That independent of the carrying trade intended for markets foreign 
to this continent, it must command the supply of the North Eastern States 
and the Lower Provinces of these Colonies through the Rail Roads now in 
construction connecting with this road--a trade in itself sufficient to pay 
an ample return on the investment, and which without that communication would 
reach its markets by American routes. 

That it is indispensably required at the present period to develop the 
resources of the Province at large, and particularly the Eastern Townships, 
the Trade of which is at this moment import and export centering in Boston, 
and can only be regained by the facilities of transport to be afforded by 
the completion of this Rail Road. 

That the first seventy Miles, from Montreal to Melbourne, will in all 
probability form a portion of the contemplated communication from Halifax 
to this Province, and whenever the Road be completed from Quebec to Mel- 
bourne, that City will have Railway communication to the Atlantic Ocean, 
at the same distance from Melbourne to Montreal. 

That it cannot fail to be an investment highly remunerative, not only 
indirectly, but directly to the Stockholders and the Province, should the 
Legislature grant its assistance. 

Wherefore, Your Petitioners humbly pray that an Act may pass the Leg- 
islature to secure to the St. Lawrence and Atlantic Rail Road Company, 
Public Provincial Aid to an adequate amount to ensure its completion, in 
such manner and upon such security to be afforded by Your Petitioners, 
as to Your Honorable House may seem fit. 

And your Petitioners as in duty bound, will ever pray. 


(83) 

By Mr. Holmes,--The Petttton of E. Glackmeyer, Esquire, and others, 
of the City and District of Montreal; and the Petition of the President 
and Directors of the New Ctty Gas Company of Montreal. 

By the Honorable Mr. Robinson,--The Petition of the Muntetpal Counetl 
of the District of Simcoe (dtvtston of Dtstrtct). 

By the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin,--The Petttion of Abner 
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St. John, County of Chambly; praying for certain amendments to the Act 
10 ¢ 11 Vic. ec. 7, for the establishment of Muntectpal authorittes in 
Lower Canada. 

Of Willtam Blakely and others, of the thtrd Concesston of Ameltas- 
burgh, District of Prinee Edward; praying that no Legtslative actton 
may be had wtth reference to the divtston line between the second and 
thtrd Concesstons of that Townshtp, but that any dtffteulttes artsing 
thereout of may be settled by the ordinary Courts of Justtce. 

Of Robert C. Wilkins and others, of Ameltasburgh, District of Prince 
Edward; praying that a Spectal Commission be appotnted to examine and 
permanently establtshed the Conecesston lines of the satd Townshtp. 

Of James Bowte, of the City of Montreal, Esqutre, complaining of the 
non-payment of certatn claims for services rendered and articles supplted 
by him tn hts ecapactty of Phystetan to the Emigrant Sheds in 1847, and 
praying an tnvesttgatton and reltef in the premises. 

Of Dantel Vtlitard and others, of the Townshtp of Pakenham, District 
of Bathurst; praying that no dtvitston may be made of the satd District. 

Of George O'Kill Stuart, Esquire, Mayor, on behalf of the itnhabttants 
of the City of Quebec; praying the House to constder favorably the project 
of a Ratlroad to connect the City of Quebec wtth Halifax. 


(84) 

Of Wilitam Ruthven, of Quebec; praying atd to enable htm to print an 
Engltsh translation of a work on Agrtcultural Chemtstry, by M._N. Aubin 

Of the Quebec Frtendly Soctety; praying for an extension of the time 

f thetr tneorporattion. 

Of John Birch and others, of Quebec; praying that no ftnal actton may 
be had tnts Sesston on the Btll tntroduced to tneorporate the St. George's 
Soctety of Quebec. 

Of Israel W. Powell, Esqutre, and others, of Port Dover, tn the Dis- 
trict of Talbot, and tts vicinity; praying for the rebutlding of the 
Light House, and the completton of the Port Dover Harbour. 

Of Levt Willson and others, of the Townshtp of Trafalgar, Dtstrtct of 
Gore; praying for the passing of an Act to compel travelling shows or 
caravans to pay a tax and obtatn a ltcense from the Warden of each District, 
before passing through the same or exhtbiting theretn. 

Of John Miller and others, of the Townshtp of Nelson, Dtstrtct of 
Gore; praytng for the passtng of an Act to authorize the formatton of 
Mutual Insurance Companies in each Dtstrtct, to be exclustvely confined 
to rural property. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Gore; praytng to be 
authorized to lease or sell certain publte property tn Hamilton. 

Of Samuel Stanton_and others, of Dumfrtes; and of Thomas C._Dtxon, 
squtre, and others, of the Town of London and vtetnitty; praytng for atd 
o such an extent as wtll secure the construction of a line of Ratlroad 
rom Quebee to Windsor at the Western limit of the Province. 

Of Samuel Bradley, of St. Germain de Rimouski, trader; praying com- 
ensatton oe loss sustained in the construction of a brtdge over the 
River R Rimouskt. 

Of the trtbe of Amalectte Indians restding tn the Townshtps tn the 
rear of the Partsh of L'Isle Verte; praying for atd to open a Road lead- 
ing to the satd Partsh. 
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Of William Bacon, of the Village of Ogdensburgh, in the State of New 
York, merchant; praying tndenntficatton for the loss of hts share of the 
oumershtp of the Steamboat "Str Robert Peel" destroyed by Canadtan and 
Amertcan brigands, tn the year 1838. 

Of John DeCew and others, of Haldimand: praying that tn the event 
of the satd County being formed tnto a new District, the District butld- 
tings thereof may be erected at the Village of Cayuga. 

Of James Motr Ferres, of the Ctty of Montreal, Esqutre praying for 
an tnvesttgatton tnto the matter of hts dtsmtssal from the offtce of 
Revenue Inspector for the second division of the Dtstrict of Montreal. 

Of Charles Mortce and others; praying that the practice of selling 
property at Church Doors on Sunday may be aboltshed. 








Alexander The Honorable Mr. Price, one of Her Majesty's 

Morrison. Executive Counctl, presented, pursuant to an Address 
to Hts Excellency the Governor General, dated the 

8th tnstant,--Coptes of Pettttons and Appltcattons of Alexander Morrison, 

of Niagara, regarding Lot 71, Townshtp of Ntagara, and Coptes of the 

Surveyor General and Crown Land Commtsstoner's Reports, and the dectstons 

of the Executtve Government upon the several Pettttons on this matter; 

and the Coptes of Afftdavitts and Letters referring to the purchase of 

Lot 71, tn the Townshtp of Ntagara, by_Alexander Morrtson. 


Appendix (I.I.) For the satd Papers, see Appendix (I.I.) 


Ordered, That the satd Papers be printed for the use of the Members of 
thts House. 


Peter Stuart. The Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin, one 

of Her Majesty's Executive Counctl, presented, 
pursuant to an Address to Hts Excellency the Governor General,--Return to 
an Address from the Legtslative Assembly to Hts Excellency the Governor 
General, dated the 8th tnstant, praying that he wtll be pleased to cause 
to be latd before them, Coptes of any Correspondence between the Executtve 
Government and Peter Stuart, of Cornwall, Esqutre, relative to the tn- 
tended appotntment of that gentleman to the Offtce to Shertff of the 
Eastern District. 


Appendix (J.d.) For the satd Return, see Appendts (J.d.) 


Ordered, That the satd Return be printed for the use of the Members of 
thts House. 


(85) 
Petition of A. Resolved, That the Petitton of Alfred Savage and 
Savage and others, Apothecartes, Chemtsts, and Druggtsts 
others: of Canada East, be referred to a Select Com- 
mittee composed of Mr. Nelson, Mr. Bouthtliter, 
the Honorable Mr. Badgley, Mr. Beaubten, and Mr. Davignon, to examine 


the contents thereof, and to report thereon wtth all conventent speed; 
with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Of the Honorable Ordered, That that part of the Petition of the 

Uy he HOnNorabre _ ENN ae : 
L. Panetoaid Honorable Louts Panet and others, Electors and 
others; Freeholders of the County of Quebec, whtch re- 


lates to the emtgratton of certain tnhabttants of 
Canada to the Untted States, be referred to the Select Commtttee appointed 
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Your Committee have examined the two Petitions of the Right Reverend 
the Btshop of Bytown, and find that they are not of such a nature as to 
requtre notice under the provitstons of the 66th Rule. 


Petition of de Ordered, That Mr. Chabot be added to the Select 
M'Kengte and Commtttee to which was referred the Petttton 
others. of Janes M'Kenzte and others, Merchants, Shtp- 


rtggers, and others tnterested in the trade of 
Shtp-butldtng at Quebec. 


Quebee Gas Ordered, That Mr. Chabot have leave to bring in a 
Company Btil. Btll to tneorporate the Quebec Gas Company. 


He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second 
time, on Thursday next. 


On motton of Mr. Thompson, seconded by Mr. M'Farland, 


Shertff of Nt- Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to ~ 
agara District. Hts Excellency the Governor General, praytng 


Hts Excellency to be gractously pleased to 
cause to be latd before thts House, all Papers connected wtth the 
Securtttes gtven by the Shertff of the Wtagara District to the Government, 
having reference to his office to Shertff. 
Ordered, That the said Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the 
Executive Counetl of this Provinee. 


Drvanmond Ordered, That Mr. Watts have leave to bring in a 
Muntetpaltty Bill to dtvide the Muntetpaltty of Drummond 
thts tnto the two Muntctpaitttes. 


ia] 


— 
' 


He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 


on Thursday next. 


On motton of the Honorable Mr. Boulton, seconded by Mr. Lyon, 


Cobourg Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
Harbour. Hts Excellency the Governor General, praying 


atm to cause to be latd before thts House, 
ecoptes of all Contracts entered into by the Board of Works for completing 
any work connected with tmproving the Cobourg Harbour, and the anount of 
montes patd thereon, with a detatled account thereof and of all other 
montes patd to the Contractors in respect of the tmprovement of the satd 
Harbour. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excellency the Governor 
General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the 
Executtve Counetl of this Province. 


On motton of Mr. Smtth, of Frontenac, seconded by the Honorable Mr. 


Robinson, 
Willtam Ireland. Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 


Hts Excellency the Governor General, praytng 
that he wtll be pleased to cause to be latd before this House, coptes of 
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MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN did not object to the production of the papers. 
He did not consider the Government to be responsible for the removal of 
Dr. Telfer from his office. The Government delegated its power to manage 
the affairs of the institution to Commissioners who were gentlemen selected 
without reference to parties and these Commissioners had thought fit to 
recommend that Dr. Telfer be removed from office, and the Government had 
only acted on the recommendation. The address was granted in answer to a 
question from Mr. MacDonald of Kingston. 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS stated that he expected to be able to try the 
report of the Penitentiary Commissioners before the House shortly, as he 
had reason to believe that the Commissioners would complete their labors 
at Kingston during the next week, / 


(86) 
On motton of the Honorable Mr. Cayley, seconded by the Honorable Mr. 
Maedonatd, 


Dee fee 7er. Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 

Hts Excellency the Governor General, praying 
that Hts Excellency will be pleased to dtrect the proper Officer to lay 
before thts House, all papers and correspondence relative to the removal 
from office of Dr. Telfer, late Medtcal Superintendent of the Lunatic 
Asylum at Toronto. 
Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excellency the Governor 


General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the 
Executive Counctl of this Province. 


On motton of Mr. Méthot, seconded by Mr. Mongenats, 
Shtpping of Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
Seamen at Hits Excellency the Governor General, praytng 
Quebec. Hts Excellency to cause to be latd before thts 


Fouse, the Correspondence between the Impertal 
and Canadtan Governments, and between the latter and any private tn- 
dtvtduals, wtth reference to the Act to regulate the shipping of Seamen 
at the Port of Quebec. 

Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 


General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the 
Exeeuttve Councetl of thts Province. 


Agricultural Resolved, That a Select Comnttted composed of Mr. 
abuses. Watts, Mr. Bouthtllter, Mr. Gugy, Mr. Davtgnon, 


and Mr. Duchesnay, be appointed to enqutre tnto 


the expedtency of continuing and amending the Act, tntituled, "An Act to 
remedy abuses prejudtctal to Agriculture in Lower Canada," to report thereon 
with all econventent speed, by Brill or otherwise; wtth power to send for 


persons, papers, and records. 


Petitton of the Ordered, That two hundred and ftfty coptes of the 
Bishop of Petttton of the Right Reverend Patrick Phelan, 
Carrhae. Bishop of Carrhae, and Admintstrator of the 


Dtocese of Kingston, and others, Catholtes of 
Upper Canada, be printed for the use of the Members of thts House. 
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party represented by hon. gentlemen on the o 
rebellion in Upper Canada. The hon. and gal 
occasicn wandered from the subiect, as he usual 
into an attack on the Government, casting on them the imputation of being 
disloyal. He could not conceive by what species of reasoning the hon. 
member arrived at that conclusion, but he thought he could establish, 
however the parties engaged in that rebellion might be blamed, that those 
men who by their misrule had provoked rebellion, were still more to blame. 
Those men had+° in a most arbitrary, tyrannical manner, 11 turned the 
Government into an oligarchy, that~* enjoyed nineteen-twentieths of the 
Otiitces of prefit and honor in the gift of the Grown, and which even now 
enjoyed a very large portion of them.3 , never enjoyed the confidence of 
the country, never pretended to it, and carried it on in violation of 

all the principles of the mother country, which ought to be the model for 
this colony. He had stated during the ier sitting that one-seventh of 
the Crown Lands of the Province had been set apart by that Government for 
the support of the Protestant Chureh, and th ey were vested in that 
church alone, contrary to the wishes and interests of the people. He had 
Stated that the Tory party dissolved the Parliaments of Upper Canada the 
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moment they were going to pass any measure in opposition to the reigning 
powers. For, although the Parliaments represented the two great parties 
of the Province alternately, yet, whenever the Liberal party obtained the 
majority, and were going to press forward those measures which they were 
most anxious to pass, they were immediately dissolved. Hon. members also 
knew that there was another House, the mere nominees of the faction that 
ruled the Province, that put at naught all the offices of the represent- 
atives, and threw out nineteen-twentieths of the measures passed by the 
people's House. The acts of that House were so remarkable, and the 
influence that guided it so notorious, that the hon. member for Ham- 
ilton, or some one equally facetious, said openly, "There goes the House 
of Lords under Chief Justice Robinson's hat,'' and the remark was a just 
one, for he was in reality the House of Lords.--He would ask the gallant 
knight, if he would deny the fact that his party surrounded every Governor 
that came out to Upper Canada, instilled into him their own principles, 
governed him as they thought fit, and absolutely wrote the despatches, 
which were then sent to England and returned to the Colony? When was 
there ever a more disgraceful act committed under the canopy of Heaven, 
than that committed under the influence of the dominant faction by the 
best (sic) Governor but one of Upper Canada, who, the day previous to his 
leaving the country, signed fifty-seven deeds in blank, by which he erected 
fifty-seven rectories in Upper Canada, in direct opposition to the wishes 
of the people, who were strongly opposed to an Established Church? The 
hon. member was well aware of that fact himself, and he equally well knew 
that the people decided that those lands should be appropriated to 
educational purposes. The hon. gentleman had said himself Tuesday, when 
he mentioned this subject, that he had voted both ways on that occasion. 
(Hear, hear.) He did not clearly understand the hon. member at the time, 
although he understood perfectly well that he would vote any way to 

keep his party in power; but he (Mr. Price) thought he would be correct 

in stating that the hon. member and his friends had voted away those 
Clergy Reserves for the support of one or two Churches, and that they were 
held over in blocks throughout the Province until they were rendered valu- 
able by the labour of the poor emigrant, and then they were brought into 
the market. Did the hon. member, or any one else, suppose that such a 
system of misappropriation, plunder, and oppression would be submitted 

to in the country which gave him birth? No; and the hon. member who 
boasted so much of his loyalty, but who showed every time that he addressed 
the House, that his loyalty was only the loyalty of the pocket, he did 

not think would submit to it. His (Mr. Price's) party, the same which 
brought about the revolution of 1668 in England, had been excluded from 
any share in the Government during a space of fifty years in this country-- 
and yet, any man who had dared to hint at dissatisfaction would have been 
called a rebel,--but now the hon. and gallant Knight, hoped that he would 
not be forced to become disloyal, because he and his party were out of 
office for eleven months. (Hear.)14 His loyalty had all vanished as soon 
as he had left office.15 It was not the £90,000 the Government asked that 
made him desperate, for they might vote away £90,000 ten times told, if 

he could get into office, and get the assistance of certain hon. gentlemen 
to keep him there. The gallant Knight had, as usual, travelled out of his 
ways he took them across the ocean and read to them extracts from a blue 
book-+/. 
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Ss 

of England, and was revered even by men po 

t es, been kept out of offi 

he had fought the batt o€ His* country: in che 1 

Lords, and that while he not not the situation of Prime Mini 
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Was it, then, rena extra ondinaeys when that was taken into account, 
that he gave some eight or ten offices away among the members of his 
family?21 
Pas 
Cries of more than that. 


Lap 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE ((continued:)) The hon. gentleman should have 
made a fair comparison between the number of offices held by the Grey 
family, with the immense amount of patronage in their power, and the number 
of offices held by one family a Upper Canada, which at that time scarcely 
contained 200,000 inhabitants. The families of some of the members 
opposite enjoyed a far greater number of offices than the Grey family ever 
filled.24 He did not allude directly to the gallant Knight, for his family 

hb 


small, although he too had not come short in the division of the 
spoils, but to another family represented by an hon. member (Mr. Robinson) 
opposite. He did not mean to say any thing Bee hee oil Obed. fOr at 
was a highly respectable family; and the Chief Justice, a member of it, 
he would admit, was a credit to his native country. The hon. member for 
Toronto looked smilingly, and well he might, for his family had also basked 
in the sunshine.2> 


MR. H. SHERWOOD said he had never held @itses tiid the introduction 
=o ) 
of Responsible Government.2© Laughter.2/ 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE continued.--For that very reason the hon. member 
ought to vote with him and his hon. friend, who had been instrumental in 
ue Sages it into the Province. He would, however, give a list of the 
offices held by the family he alluded to; and he would here remark, that 


aehoeets he did not object to the gallant knight's bringing the Grey family 
into his discourse, the motive for doing so was a very small one.“° Why 
did not the hon. member attack other families in England, as for instance 


the Wellesley family, which would be found to fill a thousand times more 
offices than the Grey family, even without referring to the reward be- 
stowed on the Duke of Wellington2? or the Melville family, which also 
received a great deal more from the public purse. But, as he had said he 
would read a list of the offices held by the Robinson family in Upper 
anada, at a time when the population did not exceed 200,000. There was 
he Chief Justice receiving £3000. He was the Speaker of the House--in 
et, the House itself. Then there was Mr. Peter Robinson, Commissioner 
of Crown Lands and Keeper of the Woods and Forests, besides some other 
offices. Then there was the hon. member for Simcce, who was Commissioner 


on the Welland Canal at 2300 a year.~ 
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MR. ROBINSON said he d received £450 a year. He did not wish to have 


his services undervalued. 
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MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE continued.--He hoped the hon. gentleman had 
saved the odd £150; in fact, from what he saw of him since he came down 
here, he was sorry the hon. gentleman's friends had not provided for him 
better. Then there was Mr. Stephen Howard, Clerk of the District Court; 
Mr. Charles Howard, his son, who succeeded him; H. C. Howard, who 
succeeded Charles. Then there was W. Howard, who filled a Clerkship in 
another Court, the office being in the gift of the Chief Justice. Then 
there was Mr. Justice Hagerman, who was married to a cousin of the Chief 
Justice's wife, besides D'Arcy Boulton, Auditor General and Master in 
Chancery; Lukin Robinson, Reporter of King's Bench, and Charles Robinson. 
Clerk of Assizes. In all, there were some eleven or twelve offices held 
by that family, under the Crown in Upper Canada, but he should not have 
thought of mentioning them if the gallant Knight had not travelled out 
of his way in order to make an attack on a lady enjoying a very high 
position in this country. 23 


SIR A. MACNAB denied having intended to attack any lady; he never makes 
attacks upon ladies. 34 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE continued.--He was in the wrong then, and yet 
as that lady was a connection of the Grey family, whom the gallant knight 
had mentioned in his discourse, he had been uncharitable enough to suppose 
that was the reason he had done so. He had mentioned some of the griev- 
ances of the people, but not all. He supposed he need not remind hon. 
gentlemen of that system of oppression which had been sufficient to drive 
men mad. He supposed it was scarcely necessary to mention the name of 
Gourley, who for merely calling a public meeting, had been arrested, 
imprisoned, and after having his intellect injured by oppression, banished 
from the Province, and did not returm to it till the new system of Government 
was introduced. Need he refresh the mind of the gallant knight with re- 
gard to the Hamilton outrage, when the Governor was burnt in effigy, and 
the blame was attempted to be thrown on the liberal party, until it was 
almost traced by a Committee of the House to their accusers? Need he 
remind the hon. member of the outrage committed on the brother of Dr. 
Rolph, who was dragged out of his bed at night by a party of ruffians? 

In fact the insolence of the party knew no bounds. What was he told by 

a scion of the aristocracy the first year that he came out to Canada, when 
he was studying as a law student in the office of that gentleman (Mr. 
Draper) whose retirement from the late administration was the signal for 
it falling in pieces. It was in the year 1832, and the emigration was 
expected to be very large. "Price," said this scion of aristocracy, "did 
you hear the news from England? 50,000 of your country-men are coming 

out; there will be no lack rebels as long as they are in the country." 
His indignant reply was, "And there will be no lack of scoundrels so 

long as there are any of your name in the country." (Hear, hear.) Sir 

F. B. Head then came to be Governor of Upper Canada; he desired to have 
his own way, fancying that he knew better what they wanted than Canadians 
knew themselves. He was at once surrounded by the party which had always 
dictated to the Governor; three Tories were joined to three Reformers in 
his Administration, and having the casting vote, the Governor himself was 
the supreme ruler. The Reformers were mere puppets, upon whom, however, 
there fell all the odium of every unconstitutional act. They resigned, 
and Sir F. B. Head agitated the country to secure a majority. Was the 
Queen ever known in England to descend to such a course? Yet Sir F. B. 
Head not only agitated the country, but he did so personally and unfairly, 
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the people, and he soon became the tool in the hands of those who wanted 
to rule in opposition to the wishes of the people. He ele 
by cudgels, and by so doing, he provoked--by that joined to a thousand other 
evils, among others the refusal to obey the command of the sovere 

make Mr. Bidwell a judge--he provoked the rebellion. The rebel 
the same party obtained confessions from some of the prisoners, and then 
hanged them between the Court House and the Jail to alarm others into 
confession also. Then Sir F. B. Head found that he got himself into 
trouble, and he had got the British Government into trouble also, of 

such a kind as might have involved the world in war. But what had he done? 
Was it right for him to send every soldier out of the Province? Was it not 
his duty to maintain peace, and would he not have maintained it inviola 
had he kept one regiment in Upper Canada? But all this was but the 
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consequence of previous acts. Everything had been in Upper Canada fo 
party, and for one church. Those who came from his native land, unless 
they fell into the unjust system which then prevailed, were denounced 
as unworthy to live in Canada. He, himself, was repeatedly told that 
InsSEMEatpens Oh Canada dudenot. suit him, and that a: would be better £ 
him to step across the line. He who had not a relation in the world o 
of his own country was told that he must be proscribed because he was 
born in England, and it was the men who acted thus who arrogated to them- 
selves allotnesiovyalty of the®*countrys To return to Sir fF. F.. Head... The 
verdict of the people, as he himself styled it, was given. The party who 

had carried the elections, became the tyrant of the Governor; they compelled 
him to carry out their views, as the tools of the system which they sup- 
ported. Here he would say that it was at this system he aimed, and not 

at individuals. It was the bad system which corrupted good men; and it 

had so corrupted them, that they thought nothing of involving his native 
country--of involving Great Britain in a contest with the United States. 

They had swords dangling between their legs, and cared little for expense, 

so long as they were maintained, in their military glory. All these persons, 
however, were captains or colonels, except a few, like the hon. member 

for Kent, who volunteered under the hon. member for Hamilton, without 
waiting for rank, and was at the storming of Navy Island. For these 

people, the whigs were a weak cowardly set; and it was asked whether they 
could allow McLeod to be tried, without driving the Yankees from the face 

of the earth. They cared nothing for the loss of 100,000 or 200,000 lives, 
and millions of pounds. They have enjoyed their £1000 or £2000 per annum, 
and Sir Allan McNab would have been the great captain of the war. But 
nineteen twentieths would have remained quietly in their private dwellings, 
far away from cannons and cannon balls. Was not the Caroline burned for, 
with the express intention of involving the two nations in a contest?35 


SIR A. MACNAB said No. 2° 
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MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE ((continued:)) Well, war was certainly 
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E 
probable result. It was under these gentlemen opposite, that the system 
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of Government was carried on, that had led to all the evils to which 

he had alluded. Some head clerk on Downing street, dictated to by some 
one person in the Province, was the virtual ruler of Canada.2/ The hon. 
member then went on to say that the rebellion and Lord D.'s report were 
the first things which opened the eyes of the British Government to the 
state of things which subsisted in Upper Canada.?® Lord Durham ... came 
out--the man who had made the autocrat of Russia tremble before British 
power, volunteered at the desire of his sovereign, though in a bad state 
of health, in order that he might find out the cause, and if possible, 
contrive a remedy for the evils with which Canada was afflicted. 

And how did he succeed? His attache's examined everthing throughout the 
whole length and breadth of the land, and by that means? he did find out 
the cause, and it was published in that report, which the hon. and gallant 
knight alleges was drawn up by Wakefield, but which was in fact the 

work of Mr. Buller.41 


SIR A. MACNAB--One half was drawn up by Wakefield, and partly by 
Buller. 42 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE.--Which half did the one draw up and which 
the other? The hon member could not distinguish between them. At any 
rate, the reason for the evils of the country were discovered*3 (Cand) ) 
the remedy ((proposed.))44 And had not Lord Durham been basely deserted 
through the deliberately formed plan of Lord Brougham to trip up his heels, 
he would have made the country powerful and wealthy--a place to which 
British subjects could emigrate with pleasure, and feel themselves under 
the influence and protection of their native land. Lord Durham was 
deserted, and he resigned. It was the course he (Mr. Price) would have 
taken; for he would never have consented to stay in a society in arms 
against each other, unless he were properly supported by the Government 
who sent him. That Report gave power to the people to manage their affairs. 
It just gave to Canadians the spirit and essence of the British Constitution. 
It was a report that would go down to posterity, and would be looked on 
as the Magna Charta of every nation which should hereafter arise from 
Britain's Colonies. The hon. members opposite even did not object to the 
system introduced by that Report, so long as they were in power; but now 
the hon. and gallant Knight attempted to create prejudice among French 
Canadian Members, by telling them that the Union was contrived to put 
down the Lower Canadians. That was not so. He (Mr. Price) supported the 
Union, though out of Parliament, because he knew it would make Canada 
powerful--would unite the liberal and the good of both sections of the 
Province, and effect the death of Toryism in Canada. But what did the hon. 
members opposite, when they found that the Union would be carried? They 
carried an Address to compel the persons born in the country to talk the 
language which they talked, whether they knew it or not. They desired 
to give Lower Canada, with 700,000 persons, fifty Members, while Upper 
Canada had sixty-two, and then they thought they would be able to keep 
these foreigners, as the hon. and gallant knight called them obedient 
and loyal. The hon. and gailant Knight had not dreamed how impossible 
it is to reconcile any people by proscribing their language and opposing 
their wishes. He should rather have shown these persons how much it was 
for their true interest to be united to Upper Canada; how surely they would 
by that means, obtain those rights for which they, as well as the people 
of Upper Canada, had been so long contending. The hon. and gallant Knight 
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sought to show that the hon. Member for the North Riding possessed no in- 
fluence in Upper Canada. Let the hon. Member look at the election returns, 
and he would find that while his own friends represented 289,000 persons, 
the reformers represented 1,202,000. If the hon. member desired to have 
his name handed down to posterity with credit, he would adopt a very dif- 
ferent line from the course of misrepresentation by which he was dis- 
tinguished in debate. He stated that the hon. member for North York was 
beaten at Hastings. He was beaten, it was true by bludgeons; but to day 
Hastings was represented by one of his friends. It was also said he was 
beaten for the second Riding of York. True: but it was because he long 
refused to stand, and because at the hustings a letter from him was made 
use of to show if he were elected it would only lead to the trouble of a 
second election. Even then he was in a minority of only fifty votes, on 
that occasion no less than seven members offered to resign in his behalf, 
and the Riding was now represented by a liberal. Did the hon. and gallant 
knight, however, represent any one in Upper Canada? He went in to the 
county of Wentworth, though having been committed to jail by the reformers, 
at that time in the majority of Parliament--in consequence of their per- 
secution, as it was called, and of the bad stand he took in defying then; 
but he had since been compelled to seek refuge in Hamilton, then a small 
place, but now become an important city. He challenged hon. Members on 
the other side to trip up the heels of the Government, if they could do 

so by fair means; but let them not get up the hacneyed and unfair cry of 
Rebels. On the very day of his own election, up came a long letter from 
the hon. Member from St. Maurice, on the head of which was written, the 
letter of L. J. Papineau, with whom Baldwin, Price and Cameron sympathize. 
He was able to answer that by a short eres in which he showed that the 


Ministry themselves were the parties who had invited the hon. Member to 
return to the country; that his brother held the office of Commissioner 
OL GrowneLands. heat has cousin was the Prime Minister, and that Mr. 
Papineau himself been paid £4,300 by then advisers of Her Majesty's 
Representative. He never blamed those who paid that sum for it was due 
but this brought him to the real question. If you have paid that £4,300, 
by what right do you refuse to pay outrage caused by the Goths and Vandals, 
who had desolated the Province from one end to the other? Was it too much 
to appropriate for such a purpose, not £200,000 as had been repeatedly 
stated, but £100,000, of which £10,000 had ee been appropriated? Was 
it too much to carry out the pledge given when the war losses of Upper 
Canada were paid, that those of Lower Canada should be paid also? The 

late ministry had appointed a committee expressly to investigate the 
damages caused eu the rebellion in Lower Canada, and also "those arising 
out of the same." Did the present ministry go farther? Did they propose 


more than was contained in the letter of Mr. Daly to the Commissioners 
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(Cries of Yes.) If the hon. member for Hamilton had a mortgage on Mont- 
gomerie's house, which was unnecessarily destroyed by Sir F. B. Head, 
was his loyalty so overpowering, that he would not ask to be paid? 


MR. H. SHERWOOD: not out of the consolidated acter 2 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE ((continued:)) The hon. gentleman knew, that 
in such a case, he would have put in his claims, and would have been paid. 
Now, the hon. member for Hamilton had expressed a er that he might never 
be induced to forget his loyalty to his Sovereign. 


SIR A. MACNAB.--Had not said that. What he said was, that the people 
of Upper Canada would be disgusted, if, having put down the rebellion, they 
were called on to pay the losses of the rebels in Lower Canada. That it 
might be a question, whether these colonies should remain a portion of the 
Empire; but that it would be melancholy, if history should record the fact, 
that they were lost by encouraging rebels, and disgusting loyal men. 48 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE continued.--He felt satisfied at any rate that 
the hon. member would have a great deal more loyalty, if he occupied some 
other place than the one he now did. Of what did the hon. and gallant 
knight complain? Had he put the question of paying these Rebellion Losses 
on its merits? The hon. gentlemen opposite appointed a Commission, who 
took evidence on the subject of the losses, to the tune of £180,000; they 
passed an Address to the Head of the Government, praying that a measure 
might be adopted to secure to the inhabitants of Lower Canada, indemnity 
for the just losses sustained by them during the rebellion of 1837 and 1838. 
That is exactly what we want. 


MR. H. SHERWOOD.--You want the most unjust losses paid. (Hear, Aaceee” 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE.--How did the hon. member know what they 
wanted? They were adopting a precisely similar resolution to the one he 
had referred to; and yet, after having done that, led Upper Canada to 
believe that they were willing, if the Parliament would pay the losses 
of Upper Canada, to pay all just claims sustained during the rebellion 
in Lower Canada, the hon. members came forward in this manner. Had they 
taken any objection to the mode in which it was proposed to pay the losses-- 
out of the Consolidated Fund? Were not the Rebellion Losses of Upper Canada 
taken from the Consolidated Fund?°1 


Loud cries of "No!" from the Opposition“. 


"Yes, certainly!" from the Treasury Benches.>> 

MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE ((continued:)) Was not the portion of the 
revenue which was set apart for the payment of the Rebellion Losses a part 
of the Consolidated Fund of United Canada? ("Hear, hear," and "No! No!") 
The hon. member for Kingston would not surely deny that it was taken 
from the Consolidated Fund for a special purpose. ("No! No!'') There was 
no use attempting to discuss the question, which the hon. members would 
only quibble about. 


MR. SHERWOOD.--Take from the same revenue we took fEouaeS 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE read from the Act, passed for the purpose, a passage 
providing that the rates and duties now raised, levied, and collected, and 
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Aims. Ge. NOW, sr Ema Hon. 
to promote the harmony and prosperit 
ction and contentment amongst the people, w 
oted the address he had alluded to, and the doct 
ess, would they now make objections, such as these, 
n of his hon. friend? The hon. gentlemen opposite as 
in the Province, from the Representative of the Sovere 
to the humblest member on the floor of the House, as they had eve 
them, as rebels and disloyal men. Yes, from Lord Durham and Lord 
to Sir Charles Bagot, and down to the present respected Governo 
plan had not been that manly, straightforward course that w 
in England. (Cheers.) Had they not through their Press and th 
unconstitutionally, unfairly and wickedly assailed the Head of e 
Government, (cheers) just simply because the Head of the Government had come 
out here to carry out the wishes of the Sovereign in promoting the welfare 
and good Government of the country, and establishing a system of Government 
harmony with the Government of the Mother Country. (Cheers.) Why did 
they not assail the Ministry--take the legitimate means of overthrowing it, 
instead of travelling out of the way and assailing the distinguished indi- 
vidual who was not in a position to answer 2 Uk .) The hon. gentle- 
men hoped by this course again to assume t power of ae an indignant 
country had stripped them, and which would never again be restored to them. 
(Cheers and counter cheers.) It had long been the policy of the hon. 
gentlemen to represent to the Home Government that all who took a prominen 
part in opposition to themselves, were disloyal, and marked them as ree 
This had been the system pursued at the Colonial Office until Lord Durham 
came here and taught the Home Government that by allowing the people to govern 
themselves they would allay the existing confusion and promote the happiness 
and contentment of the people of Canada, as well as the ease and comfort of 
the Government of the Mother Country. He should not prolong the debate much 
longer, but give place to one who would advocate the resolution much more 
effectively than he (Mr. Price) was able to do, but he could not resist 
the inclination of throwing back in the teeth of the hon. members opposite, 
the imputations of "disloyalty" which they cast upon himself and his hon. 
friends around him. (Cheers.) Mr. Speaker, (said the hon. member,) I am 
an Englishman, and I glory in the name. (Cheers.) I was born in England, 
my family are English, and my name and language denote that I am one. I 
came to this country because it was a British Colony, and I expected that 
here I was not going to be deprived of my rights as a British subject. 
Because I happened to leave the land of my birth, I was met by the aristo- 
ecracy of this country with the name "rebel," long before I had known or thought 
of the grievances that had reached such magnitude in this country. They 
call me "rebel" and "disloyal," and they have called the men who worked 
with me disloyal also. What has been our aim and the result of our 
exertion? Our aim has been to establish here the British Constit 
its purity and excellence. Their aim has been to establish a despotism, 
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unsatisfactory and undignified than any other. (Cheers.) I have been 
called, Sir, “a tebel," because I wanted to establish, in its integrity, 
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that constitution which has given liberty to my native country; I have 
been called a rebel by those Tories whose sole loyalty depended on their 
retaining office (loud cheers) which they had most unjustly got. (Hear, 
hear.) And you, gentlemen, (turning to the Lower Canada Reformers,) have 
been called upon-- 


MR. MORIN the SPEAKER called the hon. member to order for not address- 
ing the chair.3/ 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE explained that he had intended to address the 
hon. members through the chair, but had turned towards them for the purpose 
of being heard better. He then continued:--I have been called disloyal, 
but let the hon. members point to one act in my life of disloyalty; let 
them go to the city where I have lived for the last twenty years, and ask 
their own political friends if the member for the First Riding of York 
has ever been guilty of one disloyal act. (Loud cheers.) 8 

MR. H. SHERWOOD.--No one ever said that you were UevieaLa te 

MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE.--The hon. gentleman has called us all dis- 
loyal, and if he accuses my friends around me, he accuses me; and I wish 
to be accused in company with them. He has also said a great many other 
things, which I dare say he did not mean. Yes, Sir, I drew my breath in 
England, and learned my politics there. I did not come here to learn them 
from my hon. friend for the fourth Riding of York, or from the gallant 
Knight from Hamilton. I knew what civil and religious liberty meant long 
before I knew Canada. (Cheers.) And, Sir, I have been, and so have all 
my family ever been the friends of civil and religious liberty; and whilst 
I have health and existence, I will maintain the desire to promote that 
liberty which I claim for myself amongst every part of the community in 
which Providence has thrown my lot. The nation, Sir, that I can boast has 
given me birth, is a nation of patriots. The cradle of liberty was my 
native country; the harbinger of nations--the emporium of the world: her 
constitution, her glory--her statesmen, her pride--her merchants, her 
princes--the asylum of the persecuted of all nations--the land of the free, 
the glorious, and the brave. (Loud cheers.) I ama Briton, Sir, and if 
they dare call me disloyal and a rebel, I'll fling back the expressions 
in their teeth. (Cheers again.) It would be more becoming and dignified 
to the hon. and gallant Knight from Hamilton, if, instead of so frequently 
casting imputations like this, he sought to know a little more of con- 
stitutional liberty, and the liberty of the subject. There is but one 
step to be taken, and the gallant Knight will be as desirous as any man 
in the House of giving not only £90,000, but four times that sum for those 
who suffered in the rebellion; and that step is to put the hon. and gallant 
Knight in a certain position which he does not now occupy. (Hear, and 
laughter.) I feel strongly in this matter, because we are not fairly 
treated. Let the hon. gentlemen bring forward their arguments,--let them 
agitate the country,--let them condemn us. I am prepared to meet it; but 
let them do it fairly. There is not a man on the floor of this House who 
can say I ever insulted or imputed motives to him; and is it right that 
gentlemen on the other side of the House should dare to presume to call me 
a rebel?--We do not often get much classical lore in the House. Sometimes 
we are treated to something of the kind by the hon. member for Sherbrooke; 
he sometimes calls a few flowers, and diffuses the perfume around him, and 
sometimes crosses over here. I may, therefore, be permitted to make--per- 


haps not exactly not exactly a classical quotation, but one from a ballad 
written by a countryman of my own:-- 
“Pity “the ‘sorrews of “atpocr “old man, 

Whose trembling limbs have borne him to your door; 
Vnose life had dwindled to th shortest span, 

Oh! give relief and--I will ask no more." 
(Cheers and laughter.) Now, Mr. Speaker, you are a friend to your country, 
and a disinterested man; then just resign your seat, and come down on the 
floor of this House. The hon. member sat down amidst loud cheers and 
laughter.°? 

2 * 

MR. ROBINSON and SOL. GEN. BLAKE rose together ~. 

MR. MORIN the SPEAKER ... decided in favor of the latter.°° 

MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE.--1 rise, Sir, under the influence of the most pain- 
ful feelings, to offer a few observations on the present motion. I have 
witnessed the course pursued by honorable gentlemen opposite with bitter 
disappointment and regret.93 Under his hon. friend the Attorney General 
West, they were fighting, as they thought, the battle of the Constitution, 
they were saluted from the other side of the House with the universal cry 
of being men of 64 mere theory; that my honorable friend from North York 
was a man of one idea, and that one idea was Responsible Government”. 
They were taunted with being unable to take a single practical step to 
govern the country, 6 whilst to the honorable ete men on the other side 
was confined all the talent for the practical administration of the 


country. Who can forget the pompous manner in eat ck those gentlemen in 
office proclaimed themselves to the country as the true supporters of 07 

the Constitution and Responsible Government68 then established, as they 
vouchsafed to inform us; and who can forget the vehemence with Wael the 





honorable gentlemen around me were denounced as agitating the country for 
mere party and personal purposes?69 Not for the purpose of obtaining any 
practical end, but merely in order to upset the hon. gentlemen opposite. /0-- 
Measures, and not men, was then the watchword, I confess, Sir, that having 
in view these often repeated declarations of the gentlemen opposite; when 
I saw Her Majesty's Ministers in this Province meet the House without a 
single allusion in the Speech from the Throne respecting the theory of our 
Government--without one word from this side the House respecting the prin- 
ciples of our constitution--a topic fatal to the character of a statesman, 
in the opinion of the honorable members opposite; when I saw my honorable 
friends come down to the House with numerous measures all tending to the 


practical well being of this country, I did hope that honorable members 
would have pursued a different course--I did hope, Sir, that in discussing 
the resolutions founded upon the proceedings taken by honorable gentlemen 
opposite but two short years since--resolutions following the precedent 
artorded by, these gentlemen to the very letter; 1 did hope, that/l when 
the question would have looked a little to the condition of the country 


at the time those losses were incurred,/2 and the position of those honor- 
abie gentlemen themselves’? and would have troubled the House wit! one >), 
or two observations at least having some bearing on the question. (Hear.) ~ 
If to-day it is to be considered unsafe to pursue the course marked out 

by the honorable gentlemen opposite yesterday, I did hope, that we should 
have heard a frank avowal of the causes of this change, and a statesman- 
like view of that condition of the country which has, no doubt, originated 
and which justifies so entire and so singular an alteration in the views 
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of the honorable members pppoetinc tae But if he was unprepared for the 
extraordinary discussion which he had heard from the commencement of this 
Session, he was still less prepared for the extraordinary course taken by 
the hon. gents. on the opposite side, and the unparliamentary discussion 
of the last day. Had not the hon. members opposite during the last Parlia- 
ment proposed to pay the very losses, as submitted in the resolution of 
his hon. friend? Had they not done it for the base purpose of corruption? 
(Cheers. ) 76 Has their course been a fair, manly discussion of the measures 
of Government upon their merits? Are they not in their factious opposition 
to the Government jeopardizing the well being, the very existence of their 
country? They have recklessly seized the torch of discord which we had 
hoped had long since been extinguished, and lighted it anew through the 
length and breadth of our country, regardless though this wanton procedure 
should involve_in anarchy and ruin the whole frame and structure of our 
social system’’, reckless and regardless of the peace and happiness of the 
country’°. They, par excellence, the loyal subjects of our-Queen--regard- 
less of the best interests of the human race, dare to take this torch of 
discord, and cast it flaming amongst the inhabitants of the country. 

(Loud cheers.) I did feel disposed, Sir, when I entered the door this 
morning and heard some conversation passing between honorable members on 
the other side of the House respecting the proposition of my honorable 
friends, I did feel disposed to advise them to move an amendment, and pro- 
pose the erection of a gibbet before every French Canadian's door, and 
offer a an holocaust of 700,000 men to appease the British feeling of 
Canada. /9 (Cheers. ) 80 He was looking at one hon. member (Col. Gugy) who 
laughed, and who would laugh amidst the ruin he was seeking to draw down 
upon his country. He envied not the feelings of that hon. member; perhaps 
the country knew what those feelings were before now--(Hear, hear)--per- 
haps it did not want that laugh to stamp his character. (Loud and con- 
tinued cheering.)®t In considering whether I, as one of the representatives 
of the people of this Province, can concur in the resolution of my honour- 
able friend at the head of the administration, for the payment of the just 
losses incurred during the unhappy troubles of 1837 and 1838, 82 he (Mr. 
Blake) proposed to take a different course from the line of argument pur- 
sued by the gentlemen opposite. ~I have felt it important to look at the 
practical working of the Government of these Provinces prior to those 
unhappy troubles. I have felt it important to consider the circumstances 
in which the people of these Provinces found themselves placed in regard 
to that Government, prior to and during those troubles; and, it seems to 
me of some importance also to review the occurrences of that unhappy 
period. 84 He proposed to ask the House, whether, in the year 1836, that 
preceding the rebellion, the notions of constitutional liberty and freedom 
which then prevailed with the hon. gentleman, whether the doctrine which 
they then gloried in, was a doctrine which they could uphold to-day? 5 

I am ignorant of the dangerous ground over which I propose to tread; I 
know what risk I run in addressing those who put words and sentiments in 
the mouths of the gentlemen at this side of the House which no prompti- 
tude or clearness of correction can induct them to acknowledge, when it 
suits their own purpose. I know not what my honourable friends who are 

of the Cabinet may think on this subject. I speak my individual sentiments, 
I speak with no other authority than that which may belong to the weight 
of argument which I shall ask permission to submit to the House. But, 
sitting here, and filling the situation which I have the honour to hold, 


~t would scorn to speak any other language than that which I should use 
were I seated on the benches opposite. 

In considering, then, the Government of these Provinces at and prior 
to 1836, I shall not consult newspaper history. I shall state nothing to 
the House upon my own information on this subject; though that, too, is 
tolerably accurate and extensive. I shall confine myself to the history 
of the Provinees, as it is to be found in the State Papers and Records 
now lying before me, published by the British House of Commons. I shail 
rely not merely upon the statements of those men who may regarded as 
the exponents of liberal principles on England, but I shall refer to the 
declared opinion of the distinguished advocates of Conservative doctrine-- 
authority from which honourable gentlemen opposite can hardly dissent. 
Upon” tre authority, Sur, of no less a statesmen than Lord Aberdeen, °° 
Colonial Secretary in 1835,°’ I aver that, in 1835, although much had 
been done, this Province of Lower Canada had grievances to complain of 
"neither few nor inconsiderable"®8, He admitted, in his despatch in 
an answer to the ninety-two resolutions proposed by the Lower Canada 
members, that the administration of justice--that rirst great want 
of every people--was impure and not to be trusted.°”* The completion of 
the Executive and Legislative Council called for immediate and extensive 


e 
alteration, rendering, as they did, the representative system little 
better than a mockery;--that the course of conduct which the Represent- 
atives of our Gracious Sovereign had felt at liberty sometimes to adopt 
towards the House of Aplaledaie of that Province, was such as did not meet 
the approval of Her Majesty's Ministers in England Dn Cand thal an part 
as the cause, and in part ote nsequence of this ate of things,. ali the 
offices and emoluments, the entire power and patronage of the oat was 
enjoyed by persons of British 
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subjects of French origin. ut, whilst I rely with great confidence on 

the opinion of Lord Aberdeen, expressed in his deliberate instructions to 
Lord Amherst, I frankly confess to oo House that I had purposed to refer 
nore’ extensively tothe views of Lord Durham, as recorded in his very 

able Report upon the condition of these ee Were the hon. members 
opposite about to vote on this question and to speak on it without quoting 


the opinion of a single statesman who had ever spoken or written on the 
subject??2 I had purposed to trouble the House with a more extensive state- 
ment of those opinions and views of Lord Durham because I considered them 
as eminently entitled to the respect and confidence of this House, not 
only as emanating from a great statesman, who had carefully considered the 
whole subject, but further as proceeding from one who, from personal en- 
quiry and investigation in these Provinces, must be supposed to have had 
the most ample means of forming a sound judgment. I am here, however, met 
in limine with the argument of the gallant Knight, the Member for Hamilton,-- 
that nothing proceeding from that quarter can be entitled to much res- 
t--that Lord Durham had not in fact read three lines of his Report at 
Mie es of his publication, and that had a common soldier acted as Lord 


rham had done e he would have been shot."%3 And while he pronounced the 
death warrant of the late lamented Lord Durham, he likewise pronounced a 
eulogy on his beloved Sir F. Bond Head. 74 What, Sir, when the honorable 
and gallant Knight makes such observations as those, does ne forget, that 
it was not in Canada Lord Durham learned his statesmanshi p? Does he forget 
that the first effort of this illustrious nobleman on his entrance into 
public life was an indignant protest against the transfer of Norway to 
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Sweden? Does he forget miele from his first appearance in Parliament, 

in 1813, he stood forward the resolute friend of civil and religious 
liberty. (Loud cheers.) One of his first great efforts was in favour 

f Lord Grey's Reform Bi1196, the imperishable monument of the patriotism 
of Lord Grey? Is the honorable and learned and gallant Knight ignorant 
that when an effort was made to alleviate the sufferings of unhappy 
Poland, 97 when their existence was threatened by the tyrant for whom the 
hon. gentlemen opposite had, doubtless, a high admiration?8, the lamented 
Lord Durham was selected by His Sovereign as the most fitting instrument 

in this holy cause?29 In 1835, so noble and independent was he, that he 
was looked to as the great head of the Liberal party of that day. (Hear, 
hear, and cheers.) If the gentlemen opposite chose to make such reckless 
assertions as this, all he (Mr. B.) would say was, that they would not 
derive as much credit from their Parliamentary as from their military 
career. (Cheers and laughter.) If the gallant Knight had consulted the 
Parliamentary debates in England, he would have seen that not one voice 
was raised either in the House of Lords or Commons to oppose the commission 
of Lord Durham. He was looked upon by men of all parties as well fitted 

to remove the confusion and disturbance that then existed in this countryl00 
in that critical and most difizicult, period of our historyl0l, They wanted, 
perhaps, the far-seeing philosophy of the gallant Knight from Hamilton! 
The hon. member should recollect what part he took at the time when large 
meetings were called in Upper Canada to protest against England's recalling 
Lord Durham: he should recollect that a dignified churchman, the Bishop 
of Toronto,--a man possessing more brains than all the rest of the party 
put together (great cheering), who mixed a little politics with his 
religion,--called a meeting at Toronto, and spoke in what he (Mr. Blake) 
should call somewhat insolent language against his recall.102 Why, Sir, 
Lord Durham left this country on the lst of November, 1838, he arrived 

at Portsmouth on the 26th of the same month. Parliament only assembled 

on the 6th of February in the following year, and upon that day, before the 
Speech from the Throne had been answered, Lord Durham, having had his 
Report already printed by the permission of Her Majesty’s Ministers, stood 
up in his place in the House of Lords and asked the First Lord of the 
Treasury why his Report upon Canada had not been even then placed on the 
table of their Lordship's House? And we are told that a statesman of such 
eminence in discharging a duty so important, published this Report, under 
such circumstances, without even a perusal!: Here, Sir, however the 
critical acumen of the learned Knight comes to his assistance, and he in- 
forms us without the least hesitation that one half of the Report is the 
work of a Mr. Wakefield, (whose ... character the gallant Knight has 
described with his own peculiar delicacy of language,) and the other half), 
of the late lamented Mr. Buller, the principal Secretary of Lord Durham. 
((But)) it seemed that the gallant Knight, with all his literary skill 

(a laugh), was actually unable to inform his firend, the Commissioner of 
Crown Lands which part of Lord Durham's Report had been written by Mr. 
Wakefield, and which by Mr. Buller. If any one could do it, the hon. 
Knight ought to be able to do it; for he had been intimate with Mr. 
Wakefield, andl04 if the opinion of persons who had much to do in the 
events of those times be worthy of any reliance, the gallant Knight from 
Hamilton and his friends have no inconsiderable debt of gratitude to pay 
to that gentleman for services in a period of our history not yet quite 
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is needless to point out the wide difference between this representation 
and the opinions on the subject which were and probably still are held 

by Her Majesty's Ministers; but since one who had the benefit of whatever 
information they possessed is nevertheless compelled to acknowledge that 
the truth as it now appears to him, differs so much from his previous con- 
ceptions of it, what can he infer, but that distance has precluded them 
from acquiring an accurate knowledge of the whole subject? This is my 
belief, and it becomes, therefore, an imperative duty on my part to convey 
to your Lordship the exact impressions which I have derived from personal 
nquiry and observation. I will not shrink from the performance of that 


ee 


And after the discussion of matters with which I do not desire to trouble 
the House the noble Lord continues:-- 

"That this should be the case is really not surprising, when one dis- 
covers how all the ((parts)) of Government have been neglected and abused 
for many years past in this Colony. Not to go father (sic) back than the 
commencement of the serious differences between the Canadians and the 
British as such; since when, the two branches of the Legislature have 
neglected their proper functions to pursue the contest between races. A 
long time has passed, without any thing like beneficial legislative laws; 
not a few of the many evils resulting from this perversion of legislative 
powers have, by a very natural mistake, been attributed to neglect and 
corruption in the Executive. At the same time, it must be confessed, that 
the Executive has been both neglected and corrupt. I need not remind your 
Lordship of those flagrant instances in which the Imperial Government has 
been led to interfere for the correction of administrative abuses; nor is 
it a fit occasion for entering on that subject in detail, but I am bound 
to add, that the Government of this Province, including the administration 
of Justice, has not obtained the respect of the people, and that accord- 
ing to all my information, there has been ample ground for the distrust 
and suspicion with which authority is regarded." 

Now, Sir, there is no language in the whole compass of that Report 
stronger than what I have just cited to the House, and there is nothing 
more which I require to sustain the argument which I mean to press upon 
the attention of honorable gentlemen of all parties. I only refer to 
the Report itself, therefore, as amplifying that which I have already quot- 
ed, the deliberate judgment of Lord Durham, upon more extended information. 
At page 29 of this Report, published by authority of the British House of 
Commons, we find the following passage:-- 

"The powers for which the Assembly contended appear in both instances 
to be such as it was perfectly justified in demanding. It is difficult to 
conceive what could have been their theory of Government who imagined that 
in any Colony of England a body invested with the name and character of a 
Representative Assmebly could be deprived of any of those powers which, in 
the opinion of Englishmen, are inherent in a popular legislature. It was 
a vain delusion to imagine that by mere limitations in the Constitutional 
Act, of an exclusive system of Government, a body, strong in the con- 
sciousness of wielding the public opinion of the majority, could regard 
certain portions of the Provincial revenues as sacred from its control, 
could confine itself to the mere business of making laws, and look on as 
a passive or indifferent spectator, while those laws were carried into 
effect or evaded, and the whole business of the country was conducted by 
men in whose intentions or capacity it had not the slightest confidence. 
Yet such was the limitation placed in the authority of the Assembly of 
Lower Canada; it might refuse or pass laws, vote or withhold supplies, 
but it could exercise no influence in the nomination of a single servant 
of the crown. The Executive Council, the law officers, and whatever heads 
of departments are known to the administration system of the Province, were 
placed in power, without any regard to the wishes of the people or their 
representatives; nor indeed are there wanting instances in which a mere 
hostility to the majority of the Assembly elevated the most incompetent 
persons to posts of honor and trust. However decidedly the Assembly 
might condemn the policy of the Government, the persons who had advised 
that policy retained their offices and their power of giving bad advice. 
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th ae usting it to the persons who hav 
ti entative body, had never been recognised in 
t American Colonies. All the officers of the 
Government were independent of the Assembly; and that body, which had 
nothing to say to their appointment, was left to go on as it best might 
with a set of public functionaries whose paramount feeling may not un- 
fairly be id to have been one of hostility to itself.” 
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"Tt is difficult to understand how any English statesman could have 
Le ote Ue representative irresponsible government could be successfully 

ombined. Apd a Jittle 2urther ons~= 

"To suppose that such a system would work well there implies a belief 
that the French-Canadians have enjoyed representative institutions for 
halt a weentury without acquirine any of the characteristics of a free 
people: that Englishmen renounced every political opinion and feeling 
when they enter a colony, or that the spirit of Anglo-Saxon freedom is 
utterly changed and weakened among those who are transplanted across the 
Atlantic. It appears therefore, that the ... of the Assembly of the 
Government was the unavoidable result of a system which stinted the 
popular branch of the Legislature of the necessary privileges of a repres- 
entative body, and produced thereby a long series of attempts on the part 
of that body to acquire control over the administration of the Provinces." 

I am loth, Sir, to trespass on the patience of the House with any 
further reference to this document, but as the subject is one of vast 
importance in the decision of the question now under the consideration 
of the House, I shall ask permission to read another passage, and it shall 


be the last. 


"T do not think that I necessarily cast any stigma on my predecessors 
in Lower Canada or in the uniform good intentions which the Imperial CGovern- 
ment has clearly evinced towards every class and every race in the colony, 
when I assert that a country which has been agitated by these social and 
political dissensions has suffered under great mis-government, the blame 
rests not on individuals, but on the vicious system which has generated 
the manifold and deep rooted abuses that pervade every department of the 

tony. 


public service, and constitute the real grievances of the co 
"These grievances are common to the whole people of Lower Canada, and 

it is not one race or one party that suffers by their existence; they have 

hindered the prosperity and endangered the security of all; though unquestion- 


ably the interests which have most materially been retarded by mis-govern- 
ment are the English. From the highest to the lowest officers of the 
Executive Government no important department is so organised as to act 
vigorously and completely throughout the province; and every duty which a 
government owes to its subjects is imperfectly discharged." 

And now, Sir, I put it to the candor of honorable gentlemen on both 
sides of the House, whether I have not established upon the most undoubted 
ayidence, that ereat disorders had existed in the Government of these Pro- 
Winees pricr to: 1837 arid ‘38. Have I mot shewn that the right to control 
the public purse, the very key stone ef English liberty, was but imperfect- 
ly conceded? Have I not shewn that the administration of Justice in Lower 
Canada at least was eravely suspected? Have I not shewn that the con- 
position of the Legislative and Executive Council was such as to render 
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our representative institutions almost a mockery? What vestige had we 
of that distinguishing feature of the British constitution, ministerial 
responsibility--that feature, I say, by which the monarchial and democratic 
principles have been so happily reconciled, contributing each in its place 
harmoniously and effectively to the public welfare? I ask honorable gentle- 
men opposite whether such a state of things could have continued in England 
for one moment? I ask them whether it ought to have continued here? 
But, whilst disorder of so grave a character existed in the government 
of this Province, whilst the very principles of our constitution, as then 
contended for, were such as could not fail to produce collision and disorder 
fatal to the stability, to the very exercise of our institutions, what 
one act have honorable gentlemen opposite ever done to remedy these press- 
ing evils? When did they sacrifice place or power to reconcile the pre- 
rogative of the Crown with the liberties of the people? And yet, whilst 
neglecting the gravest duties of public men, honorable gentlemen opposite 
are continually referring to this unhappy period of our history, as though 
their preceding public conduct had rendered them worthy of all praise. 
Honorable gentlemen on this side the House are taunted in a manner so 
insulting, and in language little parliamentary, as though their long and 
anxious struggles after British Liberty, had rendered them justly ob- 
noxious to every reproach.107 They were told by hon. gentlemen opposite 
that in 1837 there was a grievous rebellion, and that they were "loyal", 
and no man should dare to call them rebels.108 1 shall, however, take 
leave to tell honorable gentlemen opposite, that true loyalty which they 
so much affect, guards the liberty of the subject, with a care at least 
equal to that with which it protects the prerogative of the Crown. 
(Cheers. )+10 That loyalty, which is ever ready to extend and strengthen 
the prerogative of the Crown by stinting and limiting the liberties of 
the people, is not loyalty; it is slavery--it can not result in strengthen- 
ing the connection of this country with England but must tend to weaken 
the allegiance of the people of the Province by depriving them of their 
rights as British subjects, which, as a free people they so ardently 
love.t11 (Cheers.) And let the hon. members stand up if they could and 
disavow that he (Mr. Blake)should read from their own records, or he 
would tell them to their teeth that they were traitors to their country. 
(Cheers and counter-cheers.) The hon. members laugh. 112 
MR. H. SMITH (Frontenac).--We always laugh at anything So dreticyame 
MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE.--They should then never cease laughing at their 
own words. (Laughter.) He knew the difficulty of the position in which 
he stood; he knew that the hon. gents. oppostie would put words into a 
man's mouth that he never uttered; he knew that they would persist, hour 
after hour, in attributing sentiments to a man which he never uttered. 
(Hear, hear, hear.) He (Mr. Blake) spoke not as a member of the Govern- 
ment, he spoke his own sentiments; but he would scorn the man who when 
sitting on these Treasury Benches would use any language--who when in 
possession of power and place would descend to anything, would get up 
when he went to the other side and attempt to fling the torch of discord 
amongst his countrymen. (Loud cheers.)114 If honourable gentlemen 
opposite, would look a little into the passage of history, they would 
find that loyalty of the peculiar stamp which I have described, has 
earned for its advocates fame indeed, but fame of a very different 
character from that which honorable gentlemen opposite, on all occasions 











so pompously affect.t+°> His idea of loyalty was to endeavour to re 
the authority of the Crown with the y of the subject. But he could 
cite instances of loyalty like that e hon. members opposite/l6 
When Philip of Spain, conceived that distant Provinces could not be 
governed without a strong exercise of the Royal Prerogative, he selected 
as Governor an eminently Loyal subje the infamous Duke of Alva, and 
enuly tm his admime stration Gi the 4 of those valuable Provinces, 
he lost nothing of his well earned r ion for loyalty to his master's 
every wish. Surely honorable gentle posite must feel that if a 
loyalty consists in maintaining the ted power of the Crown at the 
expense Glogil the eiehts of ene geo hey must modestly retire from 
comparison with this most loyal Duke tory has informed us that the 
first act of his administration was claim the high-minded and 
PALELOLiG Wiiieamethe finest Prince oO ee, (a name often invoked by 
honorable gentlemen opposite, for pu of the most questionable 
enuracter, ) “iis f1Pse sect, 1 say, wa proclaim William of Orange 
an outlaw and a rebel! and in the fi contest which was waged 
between the prerogative of the Crown the liberties of the people, 
this same Duke brought to the scaffo Win wi horshoresepace of fave 
years not less than 18,000 of his fe subjectsti/ better men than him- 
seit.) He found the loyel Duke of and whet was his first act? 
Tow proseribel as a rebel Willian, sia nce of Orange, a person whose 
mame was invoked by the honourable ¢ en opposite, when they wanted 
the bludgeon, the gun, and the bayonet, to interfere in elections. 
(Cheers.)118 Bue, O20, Mistery alse-recoras 26r our instruction, that 
whilst the "rebel'’ William founded a happy and prosperous republic which 
has filled and continues to fill no inconsiderable space in the annals 
of Europe, and whilst he still lives in the hearts and affections of his 
fellow-countrymen, that detested tyrant, the Duke of Alva, descended to 
the grave loaded with the execrations of the people whom he had oppress- 
ed.119 (Cheers.) Then, again, look to our own country--to England--to 
the reign of James the Second--120 when that struggle between the pre- 
rogative of the Crown and liberty of the subject which had now continued 
through several successive reigns, was about to be closed; at that period 
when the perfidious James had prepared to trample under foot the liberties 
of the people of En land; did he want loyal subjects to carry out his most 
disloyal designs?12 The Royal tyrant found loyal men to do his bidding 
not only in the army, but on the Bench of Justice.122 Wi. Sle Wovadiny 
be the maintenance of the royal will, regardless of public freedom, who 
more loyal than the infamous Jeffrey's? On that fearful bloody circuit 
ye El 


which followed the Monmouth rebellion, his whole progress was marked by 
mangled and gibbetted remains of hundreds who had fallen victims to this 

judicial massacre; and upon his return to his Royal master, he could boast 
that he had brought to the scaffold more victims than all those who had 
preceded him from the date o 


1 f the Conquest. Ay, Sir, lest honorable 
gentlemen should think that this species of loyalty is left without its 
reward, let them read here, in his “Patent of os the acknowledgment 
of his Royal master for these Loyal Services.' 


Wandsor, 3S 


e b 
"His Majesty taking into his royal consideration the many eminent and 
faithful services which the Right Honble. George Lord Jeffreys, of Wem, 
Lord Chief Justice of England, had rendered the Crown, as well in the 
reign of the late King, of ever blessed memory, as since His Majesty's 
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accession to the throne, was pleased this day to commit to him the custody 
of the Great Seal of England with the title of Lord Chancellor."123 
Amongst the victims whom this execrated Judge sent before his Maker was 
the mild, amiable, and great Lord Russell. (Cheers.) Another victim was 
the firm had patriotic 5 Algernon Sidney, who was loyal to the people of 
England and to the constitutional rights of his fellow-subjects. (Cheers.) 
History here, however, also records for our encouragement, that while the 
succeeding House of Commons of the glorious epoch of 1688 expelled from 
amongst them the apostate Attorney General who had conducted the persecution 
of the patriotic Sidney ... the infamous Jeffreys was with difficulty 
rescued from the hands of those whom he had offended, and only escaped 

the most ignominious end by an ultimely death. The patriotic Sidney lives 
in the hearts of the people of England, whilst, even to this hour, the 
peasant of Somerset recollects the unjust Judge with execration and horror. 
All history teems with examples of this pliant quality falsely called 
Loyalty by the honorable gentlemen opposite, this spurious Canadian 

Loyalty. I shall confine myself, however, to one instance,--1? 


124 


26 


The hon. member was here interrupted for a few moments by the arrival 
of a message from the Legislative Council.128 


SOL. GEN. BLAKE proceeded: I know, Sir, that in speaking of the 
offensive position of exclusive loyalty, which honorable gentlemen 
opposite always think it proper to assume--I know that I have expressed 
myself with warmth; but I am not ashamed of that warmth. I am not come 
here to learn lessons of loyalty from honorable gentlemen opposite.129 
Thank God, he was cradled in it!130 Tf believe at this moment, that no 
possible amount of individual wrong could induce me to pursue the factious 
course adopted by honorable gentlemen opposite, with all their loyalty.131 
He hoped and trusted that he knew what loyalty was, and should ever act upon 
irl32, Loyalty to my Queen is the strongest and dearest feeling of my 
heart, and I trust my arm shall never be wanting when its aid may be 
required. 133 Loyalty, as he understood it, was to endeavour to reconcile 
the power of the crown with the liberties of the people.134 But I confess, 
Sir, that I have no sympathy with the would-be loyalty of honorable gentle- 
men opposite, which, whilst it affects at all times peculiar zeal for the 
prerogative of the Crown, is ever ready to sacrifice the liberty of the 
subject. That is not British loyalty, it is spurious Canadian loyalty, 
which has always, in all periods of the world's history, lashed humanity 
into rebellion. 3 (Cheers. ) 136 With such loyalty I have no sympathy. 

A moment since, Sir, when interrupted, I was about to present one scene 
from ancient history, illustrative of the distinction which I have been 
pressing upon the attention of the House, a scene so awful in its cir- 
cumstances, and handed down to us upon authority so undoubted, that I 
cannot refrain from recalling it to the recollection of the House. When 
the people of a distant Roman Province contemplated the perpetration of the 
foulest crime that the page of history has recorded--a crime so foul, that 
mature, as it were, hid her face in horror of the dreadful deed,--how 

was this fearful act accomplished? The apostate disciple, the perjured 
witness, all that malignity could devise or wealth procure, had failed to 
fix one spot of guilt upon the great Founder of our Holy Religion.t+ 

The heathen Roman lawgiver could not be induced by perjured witnesses to 
place the great founder of our religion upon the cross. "I find no fault 
in hin, he said.138 When all other arts had failed, this fatal people, 


in the very act of perpetrating the darkest treason--a treason, before 
which all other treasons, if combined im one great crime, would, as it 
were, fade into virtue itself; this fatal people, by assumption of the 
same mawkish loyalty--ay, Sir, mark its every feature,--"if thou let this 
man co thou art not Caesar's friend."159 (Cheers.) Mark the loyalty; 
eould they not see every feature of it? could they not trace it in 
this act? aye, and overcome by that mawkish spurious loyalty, thet+0 
reluctanti4l Heathen Roman Governor gave his sanction to a deed-"¢ 
whose mysterious consequences reach through time into eternity,143 whose 
foul and impure stain eighteen centuries of national humiliation and 
suffering have been unable to efface. (Cheers. ) 144 Believe me, Sir, 
this ‘sort oF leyalty is sot cot VBritisn growth. 145 (Chieers)s this 
spurious, bullying loyalty never grew in his native land.24° True British 
loyalty owns (sic) allegiance alike to the Crown and the constitution. 
British loyalty on the field of Runnymede wrung from a tyrant king the 
great charter of England's li tyvl47 -(Cheers-) Aye, the Barons of 
England, with arms in their hands demanded and received the great charter 
Gf their rights. °British royalty, during a period of three centuries, 
wrung from tyrant Kings thirty different recognitions of that great 
charter. Aye, and at the glorious era of the Revolution, when the loyal 
Jeffries was ready, in his extreme loyalty, to hand over England's free- 
dom and rights to the hands of tyrants, the people of England, on that 
sreat Revolut ton, established the constitution which has maintained 
England till this day, a great, free and powerful mation. (Cheers.) 
But the hon. and gallant Knight told us, "But my loyalty is unquestioned; 
tT aid -military service: 1 raised a loyal arm in defence of my country:” 
and his (Mr. Blake's) hon. friend near him (Mr. Price) actually paid the 
gallant Knight the compliment of comparing him to the Duke of Wellington. 
(A laugh.) When he heard his hon. friend allude to that remarkable his- 
torical paraliel, it occurred to him that he could find one still closer, 
a great English Knight, a loyal Knight, Sir John Falstaff. (Great laughter. 
Did any man ever know Sir John disloyal to his sack? Why he drank it 
from morning till night and from night till morning. He (Mr. Blake) 
remembered a little book, published in 1837, called ''Readings from Old 
Authors,'' or some such title, generally supposed to be meant by some mis- 
chievous and disloyal person to be intended to ridicule certain of the 
loyal men of that day. He would not take up the time of the House by 
reading many extracts from it but he would quote two lines, which were 
generally supposed at the time to apply to the hon. and gallant Knight 


from Hamilton:-- 

The King of France with twenty thousand men 
Marched up the hill and then marched down again 
(Cheers, counter-cheers, and laughter.) He did 
gallant Knight really performed his ts of arms in 


not mean to say that the 
the same shabby manner, 


fas 


Se 


but he was certainly believed by many persons to have done so. (Hear 

and laughter.) He (Mr. Blake) had referred to the history of our country 
to establish the fact that in 1837 there existed in every Department of the 
State the grossest misgovernment. He had endeavoured to establish that 
true British loyalty seeks to maintain the privileges of the Crown and 

the liberty of the subject by laws equally stringent, and that the man who 
played the slave and loyalist to the tyrant, and trampled on the people's 
rights, was no loyal man. When the nee friend for the fourth Riding of 
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York--who enjoyed no popularity in Upper Canada (hear and laughter)-- 

was invited to take a seat in the Executive Council of Upper Canada 

under Sir Francis Bond Head's Administration, what did he say in his 

minute delivered to the Governor?--"The Council, meeting once a week upon 
land matters, whilst the affairs of the country are withheld from consider- 
ation and advice, is as imperfect a fulfilment of the Constitutional Act 

as if the Provincial Parliament were summoned once a year to meet the 
letter of the law, and immediately prorogued upon answering the Speech. 

In both cases the meaning and spirit of the Constitutional Act requires 
that the Parliament should have a general and practicable opportunity to 
legislate, and the Executive Council to advise upon the affairs of the 
country. In the former case the Representative of the King can withhold 
the Royal Assent from the bills, and in the other reject the advice offered; 
but their respective proceedings cannot be constitutionally circumscribed." 
Would any man who heard him (Mr. Blake) say that his hon. friend the 
Attorney General West, when he made that declaration, acted disloyally? 

He asked the hon. member for Toronto, whether, when his hon. friend (Mr. 
Baldwin) told the King's Representative that he must act according to his 
own wisdom, in violation of the best interests of the country--when he told 
him that he would not hold a seat in the Executive Council as a mere auto- 
maton for the disposal of land--that he must be consulted on the affairs 

of the country--whether he advanced a constitutional and loyal doctrine, 

or one subversive of the connection of the country with the Mother 
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MR. H. SHERWOOD.--I never was asked to go into the Council of Sir 
Francis Head: I never got the office until there was Responsible Govern- 
ment. 


MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE knew the hon. member had not been, but he wanted 
to know if that was a moderate, loyal, and constitutional doctrine, which 
Sir Francis Head had the effrontery to say he would not tolerate? He would 
now go to the discussion of another question, the opinion held by them that 
the Executive Council was not responsible to the people of the country for 
acts which they might commit as a Government. (The hon. gentleman here 
read an extract from a despatch in continuation of his statement.) Mark, 
continued Mr. Blake--mark what they say in that despatch, that the Executive 
Council should not be responsible to the people of the country--a doctrine 
he had no hesitation in denouncing as dangerous and subversive of the 
dearest rights of the people; and yet this was the sentiment held by the 
fat men now out of place. (Laughter.) He trusted the hon. member for 
Toronto would not expire, while he referred to another document in which 
that hon. gentleman's name appeared. (Mr. Blake then read another extract, 
and which he also stigmatized as extremely dangerous to the people. It 
was to the effect, that the hon. member for Toronto had declared that 
unless Lord Metcalfe condescended to consult him in every act relating to 
the Government of the country, that he would not keep his office for a 
moment.) They had been well termed the "Family Compact," (hear, hear,) 
and he believed they were the happiest family in the world; and well might 
they pray, as pray they did, that the Almighty might help them out of 
their danger; but, holding such opinions of Responsible Government, they 
might well be afraid of sinking down to that place which one of the hon. 
gentlemen opposite was said to have visited. The proposition of such 
responsibility was destructive in the highest degree of everything sacred 


e % isan thein power to 
spread and precipitate the rebellion, and it had also been encouraged by .. 
them for the purpose of gratifying their revenge. After all, it was but 
small revenge. Small as it was, however, their vengeance had been fearful 
to Canada, and such as they may yet have much cause to deplore. If all 
men from Aberdeen down to the present time have admitted the right of 
Responsible Government, and when the greatest and best statemen of 
Britain Nad Biven it as their opinion, that the absence of it in Canada 
was a proper reason for their endeavours to secure it, the people were not 
to be blamed for the consequences which issued. If after years of struggl- 
ing to obtain their rights, they found a doctrine so detrimental to the 
liberties advanced by the Government, the doctrine was much lessened for 
it was more deserving of being denounced as re as rebellious as the 
effor made to set it aside. What brought Stafford to the block? It 
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would rather take the gun on his shoulder, and run his chance, than 

submit to be governed by such a doctrine as that held by the gentlemen 

opposite. (Cheers.) He would never wish to boast of playing so base a 

part int thei history of his count. 1 been done by some hon. members 
V 


opposite, the consequences of which migh e 
had given his opinion on the events of the time, and had only stated 
what he thought. He might also point them to their acts of 1836, when 
they had the country at their feet, and when they possessed an over- 
powering majority. Were the acts of that year in favour of the liberty 
of the people? No, their acts at that time were performed so that they 
might the longer maintain their tyranny. In 1843 and 1844, their conduct 
was of a piece, and they tended to mar what was required for the good of 
the people of this country. et him contrast, for a moment, the conduc 
of the gallant soldier opposite with the conduct of his honourable and 
learned friend the member for York. In that year his honourable friend 
was told that if he would assist them that honour would be conferred on 
him; but, in 1841, when they wished to secure his vote to carry out some 
favourite plan, he saw that he could not conscientiously do so, he instant- 
ly relinquished office, considering it was better for him to do so than 
to vote against: the interest of the country. But the hon. gent. opposite 
had had office under any and all circumstances, whereas his hon. friend 
for York, so soon as he found that he could not conscientiously go along 
with the party, relinquished honour and office altogether. What rights, 
he would ask, had the gentlemen opposite protected? Could he name the 
instance in which they had done so? The Rebellion was called by one 
Governor a cruel one; and after it had been down, common humanity might 
have dictated that the rights of persons should be then respected, and 
that they should be no longer actuated by the feeling of revenge, more 
especially when they had been commanded to do so by the Sovereign, for 


despatch after despatch was sent to the effect that they were British 
subjects, and that no more blood ought to be shed and the hon. member 
for Hamilton had been so requested himself, with the recommendation that 
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the danger was past the sacrifice of human life should be ended; and the 
letter recommending this course might now be read in letters of blood. 150 


SIR A. MACNAB wished to know if the hon. gentleman was desirous of 
annoying him by his allusions to "letters of blood," and which he seemed 
desirous of pointing to him? If there was anything in his conduct which 
deserved such allusion, he would be glad that the hon. member would con- 
descend to point it out, and let him know what he meant by "letters of 
blood."151 


MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE would state, if required, the particular despatch 
he had alluded to, and if the hon. and gallant Knight could state that it 
was not true, he would be happy to receive the contradiction. The hon. 
member then referred to a letter in which Sir George Arthur had been for- 
bid to shed more blood; but in order to satisfy the clamour of the Upper 
Canada Militia, no notice was taken of the order, till at last Lord Durham 
told him that he was his master, and he must obey him, and ordered that 
the lives of the people should be respected, and an end put to the shedding 
of blood. Then it was that miserable man, that disgrace to his kind 
(Sir George Arthur), had to yield obedience. And there sit the loyal men 
(pointing on the opposite side of the House) who shed the blood of the 
people, and trampled on their best and dearest rights.152 

Cheers and laughter from the Oppasieient =: 

The hon. gentleman MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE read another extract from a 
Despatch from Sir Francis Head to the Home Government of England con- 
taining a statement that the people of Canada could not be trusted. 

This was a declaration from a Governor in which the gentlemen opposite 

must have concurred. The hon. gentleman here referred to another document 
sent out from England, in support of his charge that the Government of 

the day had acted contrary to the expressed wishes of the Sovereign and the 
Government of England after the rebellion was ended; and argued, that from 
their own acts previously they had themselves invited the rebellion, for 
the very purpose of trampling under foot the liberal principles of the 
parties opposed to them. These charges, he said, were not made for bunkun; 
and appealed to him, if what he had said was not the truth? The hon. and 
gallant Knight had stated that Sir Francis Head had been honoured by the 
favour of his Sovereign for the part he took in the troubles of that time; 
and when he heard this his blood almost curdled in his veins; but when 

he followed him through about twelve despatches, and saw him begging for 

a Baronetcy, and Lord Glenelg telling him he could not get it, and yet 

he kept begging on, so that, as it were for pity, he at last succeeded. 

He hoped, for the honour of the gallant Knight, that his title was be- 
stowed in a more honourable way. If, instead of selling the rights of the 
people, Sir Francis Head had protected them, he would now have been re- 
membered kindly, and continued to live in the hearts of the people. Had 

he spared human blood, he would have established himself a name which would 
have been revered to all posterity; but he sold himself, and bartered his 
character, and much he had made of the bargain. He trusted he had thrown 
some small light on the loyalty of which the hon. gentlemen boasted so much, 
as it was but just that their loyalty should be established. (Hear, 

hear, ironically.) They had talked of constitutional acts. Was it 
constitutional when, in 1819, the Duke of Richmond robbed the people of 
Canada of their money. (Hear, hear.) Lord Dalhousie had followed 
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his example in Lower Canada. Was that an evidence of British Loyalty? 
They had, no doubt, heard of the case of Hampden: he had exhibited a 
spirit of liberality which yet endeared him to the hearts of all the 
people of England, and from his case they might be able to draw a proper 
inference. (Hear, hear.) Let him refer for a little to the period which 
intervened between Lord Dalhousie and Lord Durham. From the first period 
of British interference in the affairs of Lower Canada, up to the time 

of Lord Durham, every species of oppression was freely practised. The 
administration of justice was perverted; the dearest rights of man were 
violated with impunity; human life was not sacred; property was not sacred; 
and worse still, aye, a thousand times worse, a loyal but contemptible 
minority, seized on every office in the gift of the crown, and trampled 
on men far superior to themselves in every sense of the word. And what 
was the remedy proposed by Lord Russell in his eighth resolution and 
denounced by Lord Brougham, in language, which, he wished to God, had 
its due effect on hon. gentlemen opposite. What was this eighth re- 
solution? To take from Lower Canada, by the force of the sword, those 
monies which the Legislature refused to part with, to be applied to the 
wants of another and separate Province, and that too at the very moment 
when heaven was pouring its curses on Upper Canada. And he would tell 
those hon. and loyal gentlemen, who were so highly offended the other 
day at having the term "rebel" applied to them, that he called them 


; i ; 154 
rebels, and they must not expect to receive any apologies from his mouth. 


SIR. A. MACNAB said, that if the hon. gentleman applied the term "rebel" 
to him, he should look upon it as nothing else than falsehood. 195 


At this moment there was some disturbance in the galleries, and the 
Speaker called the House to order. The language used by hon. gentlemen 
was exceedingly unparliamentary. 


SIR A. MACNAB reiterated what had said before, as_the hon. gentleman did 
not seem disposed to retract the offensive epithet.) 

MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE.--"Never!"198 

At this moment there was a tremendous disturbance in the ealieeiesc. 

Several members called on the Speaker to have them cleared. 160 


MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE and MR. SOL. GEN. DRUMMOND said "No, no! Do not 
elear the galleries." 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS insisted on the galleries being cleared, in order 
that the House should not be controlled by a mob. 


MR. MORIN the SPEAKER ordered the galleries to be cleared. 163 


The ladies who were present vaulted into the body of the House. A 
fight was got up by two individuals, in which those in the immediate 
neighbourhood seemed very much disposed to take part, 64 


MR. MORIN the SPEAKER shouted "Order! Order!" in vain, and asked several 
times if he should not leave the Chair. 


((He)) was told by MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN and MR. REC. GEN. VIGER that 
he must remain. 


In the meantime, several members and the Sergeant-at-Arms had clambered 
into the gallery, and handed one of the combatants down, and led him through 
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the House. Shortly after, the galleries were cleared; and the House sat 
with closed doors for about twenty minutes a 


(86) 
And at stx o'clock, P. M., pursuant to Order, the House was adjourned 
by Mr. Speaker, wtthout a Question first put, till to-morrow. 


FOOTNOTES: 15 FEBRUARY 1849. 
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The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 19 February 1849, 
and MONTREAL GAZETTE, 16 February 1849, in identical accounts. 

PILOT, 19 February 1849. The ellipsis represents an obliterated line. 
PILOT, 16 February 1849. 

The debate on this matter was reported by : GLOBE, 17 February 1849, 
MORNING CHRONICLE, 19 February 1849, BRITISH COLONIST, 20 February 
1849, and ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 22 February 1849, in identical 
accounts; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 16 February 1849; and PILOT, 16 February 
1849. 

PILOT, 16 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 16 February 1849. 

EB ED 

The debate on this matter was reported by: PILOT, 16 February 1849, 
BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 22 February 1849, in a shorter account, and 
GLOBE, 24 February 1849, in identical accounts; GLOBE, 17 February 
1849, MORNING CHRONICLE, 19 February 1849, PROVINCIALIST, 19 Feb- 
ruary 1849, which copied the GLOBE, BRITISH COLONIST, 20 February 
1849, and ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 22 February 1849, all reported the 
disturbance which occurred at the end of the debate, which is identical 
to that of PILOT, 16 February 1849; BATHURST COURIER, 16 February 1849, 
which omitted several speeches, PROVINCIALIST, 26 February 1849, which 
omitted a sentence here and there, NIAGARA MAIL, 28 February 1849, 
which reported part of Price's speech, and are identical to PILOT, 

16 February 1849; BATHURST COURIER, 23 February 1849, which reported 
part of Blake's speech and is identical to PILOT, 16 February 1849; 
ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 1 March 1849, which reported part of Price's 
speech and is identical to PILOT, 16 February 1849; PRINCE EDWARD 
GAZETTE, 23 February 1849, which had a very brief account of the debate; 
PILOT, 26 February 1849, reported Blake's speech much of which was 

not on the microfilm; MONTREAL GAZETTE, 16 February 1849, and HAMIL- 
TON SPECTATOR, 24 February 1849, in identical accounts.L'AVENIR, 24 
February 1849; LA MINERVE, 15 February 1849; PILOT, 16 February 1849; 
LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, 20 February 1849; BRITISH WHIG, 21 February 1849; 
and STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 22 February 1849, all noted it. LA MINERVE, 
19, 22 February 1849. Commentaries are found in PILOT, 16 February 
1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 24 February 1849, whose identical account is used 
instead of that of the MONTREAL GAZETTE, 16 February 1849. 

PILOT, 16 February 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 24 February 1849. 

PILOT, 16 February 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 24 February 1849. 

PILOT, 16 February 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 24 February 1849. 

PILOT, 16 February 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 24 February 1849. 
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HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 24 February 1849. 

PILOT, 16 February 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 24 February 1849. 
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PILOT, 16 February 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 24 February 1849. 

PILOT, 16 February 1849. 
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HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 24 February 1849. 

PILOT, 16 February 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 24 February 1849. 

PILOT, 16 February 1849. 
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HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 24 February 1849. 
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HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 24 February 1849. 
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IBID., 26 February 1849. Blake's speech was one of the most impressive 
ever given in the Assembly. The Toronto GLOBE, 3 March 1849, quotes 
three laudatory comments on it. The first, translated from LA MINERVE, 
19 February 1849, says that Mr. Blake “rose to a degree of eloquence 
which excited the admiration of both sides of the House. Never has the 
Tory party received a flagellation, a chastisement, more severe. 

. Mr. Blake is decidedly a great orator, especially when we bear 
in mind that he is but upon the threshold of his parliamentary career. 
He will very speedily correct those slight defects, which are per- 
ceptible in his intonation and voice.... Mr. Blake spoke for three 
hours ke 
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LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC described his speech as "one of the most power- 
ful speeches which we have ever heard ....'’ Other Reform newspapers were 
equally complimentary. The Conservative MONTREAL GAZETTE, on the 
other hand, in its report of 16 February 1849, in which Blake was very 
skimpily reported, said that 'We do not think that our readers lose 
much by our cutting Mr. Blake's speech so very short, as it contained 
little on the question before the House." Again ''Mr. Blake...((spoke)) 
with his school-boy bombast of tone, and ridiculous stamping of foot.... 

This speech, along with the speech following by Mr. Merritt, were 
published by Reformers in a pamphlet, and this was published by the 
PILOT in its issue of February 26th, although it had already reported 
a long account of Blake's and Merritt's speeches in its ordinary parlia- 
Mentary reports. The revised speeches, given in the first person, 
combine two speeches on two days given by Blake, and edit them in many 
ways. In some instances, sections are excised; others are added. 
Quotations are given verbatim, and at great length. A portion of 
this is missing in the PILOT. The account of Blake's speech which 
follows is therefore collated from the two accounts. The rest of the 
account from the PILOT's version of the 26th of February is used in 
collating the debates for February 16th, 1849. 
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e Petition of Thomas Tait, Esquire and others, of 
the District Of t.. francts; the Petttion of Hollis Smith ang overs, o7 
the Town and vtetnity of Sherbrooke; and the Petition of the Corporatton 
of Btshop's College at Lennoxvtile. 

By Str Allan N. MacNab,--The Petitton of George S. Ttffany, Esquire, 
and others, of the City of Hamtlton; and the Petttton of Thomas Lottridge 
and others, of the City of Hamtlton, and the adjacent Townshtps. 

By Mr. DeWttt,--The Petttton of Messteurs Greene and Sons, and others, 
Furrters and Hatters. 

By Mr. Chabot,--The Pettton of Hts Grace the Arehbtshop of Quebec, 
and the Roman Catholte Btshops of Lower Canada. 

By Mr. Méthot,--The Petttton of H. J. Noad, Esqutre, and others, the 
Directors of the Quebec Forwarding Company. 

By Mr. Soltettor General Drummond,--The Petttton of Alphonso Wells, 
Esquire, the Petttton of Mrs._Angéltque Hodgens, of the Partsh of Berthier, 
District of Montreal, widow of the late Antoine Gagatlle dit St. Germain; 
and the Petttton of Willtam Evans, of Cote St. Paul, Partsh of Montreal. 

By Mr. Morrtson,--The Petttton of the Prestdent, Directors, and 
Stoekholders of the Streetsville Plank Road Company. 
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Petition of W. Ordered, That the Petition of W. B. Wrong and others, 
B. Wrong and of the Districts of London, Talbot, and Brock; 
others; the Petition of H. G. Habbin and others, of the 
Of -H. “GO wapotin Toun of Dundas; the Petttton of A. W. Latrd and 


and others; others, oy the City of Montreal. the Petteion oF 


#32 


OF AMWMLatrd John Jacques and others, of the City of Toronto 
and others; and of the Home District; the Petttion of the 
Of J. Jacques Grand River Navigatton Company (tnerease of 
and others; Capttal); and the Petttion of Robert Hamilton 
of the Grand and others, of the District of Ntagara be re- 
River Navtga- ferred to the Standing Commtttee on Standing 
tion Company; Orders. 


of R. Hamilton 


and others; 


Of J. Graybiel Ordered, That the Petition of John Graybtel and 
and others, others, of the Distrtet of Niagara, be referred 
referred. to the Standing Commtttee on Ratlroad and Tele- 


graph Line Btlis. 
On motton of Mr. Armstrong, seconded by Mr. Jobin, 


Les Cleres Ordered, That the engrossed Bill from the Legislative 
Parotsstaux Counetl, tntttuled, "An Act to tnecorporate Les 
PLL Cleres Parotsstaux ou Catéchtstes de Satnt 


Viateur," in the Village of Industry, in the 
County of Berthier," be now read the first time. 
And the Btll was read the first time. 


Ordered, That the satd Bill be read a second time, on Thursday next. 


MR. WATTS“ moved to have the present order for the meeting of the House 
in the day time rescinded. 


SIR A. MACNAB did not think that the House should make a rule one day, 
and rescind it the next. Members had been in regular attendance. 4 


MR. WATTS said, that they had all business out of doors in the day time, 
which could only be done between the hours of ten and three. Another in- 
convenience was, that they could not get witnesses at Committees in the 
evening. 


MR. ROBINSON did not see from the reasons given by hon. gentlemen, that 
it was necessary to change, so suddenly, the rule they had made. Unless 
the Ministry said that they could not as well attend to the business of the 
country, he would vote against the motion. He would wait for this information 
before he voted.® 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN had expressed doubts when the hon. member for 
Toronto proposed the motion. Those members of the Government, who thought 
it would be an improvement, had abandoned that opinion, and sometimes 
it had been productive of mischief for the House to be adjourned when 
members might have had some explanation to give. In that view of the 
subject, he thought that it would be better to go back to the old system. 


DR. FORTIER suggested that the House should meet at two and adjourn 
sue exehalA 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS trusted that whatever might be done, there should 
be no hour fixed for terminating, as the House had sometimes been obliged to 
adjourn when it was inconvenient to do so’, as there was no end to the 
debates. 10 


MR. PAPINEAU said, that, considering the expense of the sitting Legis- 
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lature, they should bring it within the shortest limits. In some greater 
i i SSeryweno prolong the sittings, but "nee 
Colony it was not so. Some members might also speak against time, to im- 
pede certain business being done, and they were obliged to listen to 
them, whether their arguments were sound or unsound; and he thought that 


the House ought to assume the position it was in before, and in which it 
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had been since 1702, to the hasty motion of the other day.-++ 


ther day to try an experiment, and 
n 


een years 


T A AT easd ehKat+ #Hhow Aly os 
MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN Sa ld Eee LENeyY nag 


yet claimed Government 

ped that hon. members would 
19 

t Government days.+- 


MR. ROBINSON thought there could be no objection.14 
mR 


MR. BADGLEY spoke very low, but we understood him to say that he thought 
it would be putting the Government to much inconvenience to make them come 
during the day. 


MR. CHRISTIE thought that they had better fix an hour of adjournment 
by rule of the House, notwithstanding all that had been said, he would not 
care whether at ten, half-past or eleven, than to have the thing indefinite. 
If hon. gentlemen wanted to make factious opposition, they could in any 
case do so by moving as many amendments as they pleased.— 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN objected. 


The motion was then put and carried. 


(87) 
On motton of Mr. Watts, seconded by Mr. Notman, 
First fule: of Resolved, That the Resolution of thts House, of the 
the House. 31st January last, amending the First Rule of 


thts House, be rescetnded. 


Adjournment. Resolved, That thts House wtll, at the rtstng of 
the House thts day, adjourn ttll Monday next, 
abtiree of eloek, Fou: 


On motton of Mr. Notman, seconded by Mr. Watts, 


Muntctpal Act. Ordered, That the Entry tn the Journal of thts House, 
of the 9th March, 1848, containing the Petition 
of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of London, praying that the 
Muntetpal Act may be so amended as to enable them to recover Rates and 
Assessment from the lands of Absentees, be now read. 
The Entry was read accordingly. 


Resolved, That the satd Entry be referred to a Select Committee composed 
of Mr. Notman, Mr. Wetenhall, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Fergusson, and Mr. Mor- 
rtson, to report thereon wtth all conventent speed; wtth power to send 
for persons, papers, and records. 


On motton of Mr. Chabot, seconded by Mr. Méthot, 


Church Butld- Resolved, That thts House do now resolve ttself tnto 
ing Laws. a Commtttee to take tnto constderatton the pro- 


pritety of repealing the Laws now tn force 
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in Lower Canada relating to the butlding of Churches, Presbytertes and their 
dependenctes, and of making other provisions on the same subject. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the satd Committee. 

Mr. Johnson took the Chair of the Committee; and after some time spent 
theretn, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; 

And Mr. Johnson reported, That the Committee had come to a Resolutton; 
whteh was read, as followeth:-- 
Resolved, That tt ts expedient to repeal the Laws now in force in Lower 

Canada relating to the butlding of Churches and thetr dependencies 

and also those whtch relate to the Erection of Partshes for civil 

purposes, and to substttute new provistons in lieu thereof. 


The satd Resolution betng read a second time, was agreed to. 


Church Butld- Ordered, That Mr. Chabot have leave to bring tn a 
img BLll. Bill for recognizing, for etvtl purposes, the 


Canonteal Ereetion of Catholte Parishes, and to 
regulate the construction and repatring of Churches, Sacristtes, Parsonage 
Houses and Church Yards, and for repealing certain Acts and Ordinances 
therein menttoned. 

He aecordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Friday, the stxteenth of Mareh next. 


On motton of the Honorable Mr. Price, seconded by the Honorable 
Mr, Attorney General Baldwin, 


Crown Lands Ordered, That the engrossed Bill from the Legtslattive 
Proveccton eLel. Counetl, intttuled, "An Act to explain and amend 


D. 
Dp 


an Act of the Parliament of the late Province 
of Upper Canada, passed tn the second year of Her Majesty's Retgn, inttt- 
uled, "An Act for the protection of the Lands of the Crown in thts Pro- 
vinee from trespass and tnjury," and to make further provtston for that 
purpose," be now read the first time. 
And the Bill was read the first ttme. 


Ordered, That the satd Btll be read a second time, on Tuesday next. 


On motton of the Honorable Mr. Attorney General LaFontaine, seconded 
by the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin, 


Quarantine Bill. Ordered, That the engrossed Bill from the Legislative 
Counetl, intttuled "An Act to amend the Quarantine 
Act," be now read the first time. 


(88) 
And the Btll was read the first time. 


Ordered, That the satd Bill be read a second time, on Tuesday next. 


d. M. Ferres. The Honorable Mr. Hinecks, one of Her Majesty's 
Executive Counetl, presented, pursuant to an Address 
to Hts Excellency the Governor General,--Return to an Address of the 
Legtslative Assembly to Hts Excellency the Governor General, dated 8th 
February, 1849, praying that Hts Excellency would cause to be latd before 
the House, coptes of any correspondence between James Motr Ferres, Esqutre, 
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amount," to whitch they destre the coneurrence of thts House: And also, 
Bilt relating to The Legtslative Counetl have passed a Bill, 
persons dying tntttuled, "An Aet to to make better provtston for 
Ticeaterewi 0. ose the protectton of the property of persons dying 

Intestate tn that part of thts Province formerly 
called Upper Canada," to which they desire the concurrence of this House. 
And then he wtthdrew. 
Rebellion The Order of the day betng read, for resuming 
Losses. (hn CG.) the adjourned Debate upon the Amendment whtch was, 
on Tuesday last, proposed to be made to the Questton, 


That the Order of the day for the House tn Committee to take tnto constder- 
atton the necesstty of establishing the amount of Losses tncurred by 
certain tnhabttants in Lower Canada during the Poltitteal Troubles of 1837 
and 1838, and of providing for the payment thereof, be now read; 

And which Amendment was, That the words "now read" be left out, and the 
words "postponed for ten days to give time for the expresston of the feel- 
tings of the Country," added tnstead thereof. 

And the Questton on the Amendment betng agatn proposed:--The House 
resumed the satd adjourned Debate.19 


MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE said, in rising to continue his remarks, he did 
not wish to trespass on the time of the House, and had the question been 
one of less importance, and had the debate continued in a different manner 
to what it had been by the gentlemen on the opposite side, he would not have 
used so many documents in order that the reasons for giving his vote should 
be properly understood--The motion to him, however, seemed to involve not 
only the form of government under which he and the people of Canada should 
live, as well as the laws under which they had life and property, but the 
existence of society itself. Hon. gentlemen opposite smiled, and he trusted 
they would continue to wear their smiles, but it would be owing to what 
they had done for the supportof the liberties of the people of the country. 
It was because the question involved, as he had said, the very existence 
of society, that he wished to say a little more in conclusion, in order 
that the House might be aware of the reasons which had urged him to adopt 
the course he deemed it his duty to adopt. In going on in the line of 
argument he had done, he would not only use such documents as in his opinion 
were important to the question before the House. What he had previously 
Stated were not his own private opinions, or those of his party, but what 
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were now matters of history published by the House of Commons of England. 
Lord Durham had thought it his duty to state that, when he took office 

of Governor of Canada, he found great disorder existing in the affairs of 
the Colony; and he could only say, that in one single instance were the 
functions of the Government performed as they ought to have been. Yes, 
great disorder did exist, so great that even the administration of justice-- 
the great and important principle of British liberty--trial by jury had 
become a mockery and a thing to be afraid of instead of a principle in the 
constitution to be admired and respected. The representatives of 500,000 
of the people of the country were insulted and mocked by a debased and 
miserable minority who represented 34,000. He had before stated that the 
money which had been given by the people of Lower Canada was taken 

from them in an unconstitutional manner. He had also stated that in 1836 
great disorder prevailed, and he found that at that time the Commons of 
Upper Canada had so far violated the liberties of the people of Lower 
Canada, that, in a despatch to the Colonial Secretary, they stated that 

the French Canadians were not to be trusted. Could a greater insult be put 
upon a people than that? But this was not all, for the same Government 

of Upper Canada went so far as to advise the Crown to adopt towards the 
people stern and decisive measures. Let it be recollected that these were 
events which preceded the unfortunate rebellion, not after. He had stated, 
and would no (sic) repeat it again, that in the British House of Commons 

it had been maintained that under the circumstances, the people of Lower 
Canada were not to blame in appealing to physical force, in the maintenance 
of their rights, the doing of which, had led to so many unfortunate results. 
It had been said that it was important that the representatives of the 
people should be aware of the amount of money likely to be expended by the 
resolution with that proposition, as far as it was practicable, he con- 
curred; but it was held by the honourable gentlemen opposite, that only 
those who took no part in the rebellion were entitled to indemnification 
for losses sustained. He would beg leave to remind hon. gentlemen what 
indeed they must be aware of, that loyalty did not consist in yielding 

a slavish submission to the Crown against the rights and liberties of the 
people; Canadian loyalty might be after that fashion, but it was not the 
true Viberty of British loyalty in “his sense of the term, which consists 

as much in protecting the rights and liberties of the people, as in pro- 
tecting those of the Crown. (Cheers.)--And while he endeavoured to uphold 
the rights of his Sovereign, he would never close his eyes to those of 

the people. (Hear, hear.) He would stigmatize any other course as at 
variance with the loyalty a man owed to his country and his sovereign. 
Returning to the case of Stratford and Sydney, he argued that the British 
House of Commons understood and acted upon the principle of supporting 

the prerogative of the Crown, when not opposed to the rights and liberties 
of the people.--The hon. member here read several long extracts from des- 
patches between Lord Glenelg and Sir F. B. Head, relative to the Baronetcy 
demanded by the letter. He hoped that hon. gentlemen on the other side of 
the house when they were again disposed to make up an account between the 
sacrifice of the rights and liberties of the people of Canada, and the honor 
which that sacrifice had brought--he trusted that when they again made up 
an account and placed Sir Francis Bond Head, head of the list, they would 
read the despatches, of the bargain relative to the much coveted Baronetcy. 
He should have felt it unnecessary to trouble the House with many observa- 
tions upon this point had the hon. gentlemen opposite contined (sic) them- 
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w-creatures, instead of struggling like Europe, with fearful throes 

t made men tremble,--he did think that considering the debt of gratitude 
that this country owes to Lord Durham, (hear, hear,) considering the 

manner in which he passed his life, and the high individual, who now acts 
as the Queen's Representative in the Province, that considering the manner 
in which the hon. gentlemen who had acted as Responsible Ministers had 
expressed themselves--as he would show them by and by, by papers with their 
own signatures at the bottom, and if they now doubted that their former 


declarations and opinions were true, in the name of Heaven let them come 


out and say so. If Responsible Government be but a delusion and a snare, 
let them declare, before the country, that such was their opinion. (Hear, 


hear.) He was observing that considering the debt of gratitude that the 
country owed to Lord Durham, he did think that hon. gentlemen opposite 
might well have spared themselves these insults to his memory. He did not 
think that high and chivalrous men would have condescended to unveil the 
sanctity of the tomb, anddesecrate the name of a man upon whose character 
no stain ever rested. (Cheers.) He had ventured to say that the opinion 
of hon. gentlemen to-day was not the same as their opinion of yesterday, 
he had ventured to say, on recollection, that he thought the hon. gents. 
opposite had put their names to documents not agreeing very well with their 
declarations of to-day; he had ventured to say that when Lord Durham was 
here on earth, enjoying the favour of the Crown, able to distribute favours 
and honour, they had heard no insult or attacks on his administration of the 
country. Flattery and adulation was the language of 1837, the House had 
heard the language of 1848. The House would bear in mind that Lord Durham 
so conducted himself that "he ought to have been shot.'"' The House would 
recollect the expression, and would the House believe that a gentleman 
on making a declaration of that sort--20 

SIR A. MACNAB.--I said a common soldier would have been aa 

MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE could tell the hon. and gallant member that in 
England the Earl and the private soldier stood upon common ground; that 
the British law knows no distinction between the Peer and the peasant, and 
therefore when the gallant Knight said that a soldier ought to have been 
shot, he meant to say that Lord Durham ought to have been shot. (Cheers.)7 


SIR A. MACNAB rose to order, he did not choose to allow the hon. member 
to misrepresent him, what he had really said was, that Lord Durham was not 
re-called--that his resignation was not accepted--that he deserted his 
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post and went home without teavenes that he ran away at the first appearance 
of danger, which was a desertion that,24 if a private soldier had acted in 
that way, he would have been tried by a court martial and shot. (Cheers 

and counter-cheers.) That was what he had said and he repeated it. (Iron- 
ical cheers.)?? 


MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE, that was precisely what he (Mr. B.) had imputed 
to the gallant knight. That was the language of 1848, he would now read 
to the House the language of the same gentleman in 1838. After Lord Dur- 
had denounced the conduct of the opposition in the Imperial Parliament 
as such as he would not endure. He would read to the gallant Knight what 
was his language on that occasion. "We Her Majesty's dutiful and loyal 
subjects, inhabitants of the City of Toronto, respectfully approach your 
Excellency with renewed assurance of devotion and attachment to Her Majesty's 
Royal person and Government. (Ironical cheers.) We retain lively and 
gratifying remembrances of your Excellency's visit to Toronto on the 18th 
day of July last; of the reception given to your Excellency by the inhabitants 
of the city and District, of your Excellency's courtous (sic) and satis- 
factory reply to the congratulatory address then presented to you, and we 
now beg to reiterate our expression of confidence';--(in a traitor who 
ought to be shot;)--(Cheers and laughter) in your Excellency's Adminis- 
tration, contained in that address and of satisfaction at your appointment 
as governor of British North America at this important crisis, (hear, hear.) 
Any public circumstance tending to destroy confidence in the stability of 
the government, cannot fail to be productive of most disastrous results? 
(Ironical cheering,) and impressed with this feeling we would regret any 
occurrence which might have the effect of inducing your Excellency to retire 
from the government of British North America as a great public calamity. 
Deeply and immediately interested in these measures which it is the object 
of your excellency to mature, we find ourselves imperatively called upon 
at this juncture," (at what juncture? When he had declared publicly that 
he intended to leave Canada, when he had published the celebrated despatch 
in which he stated that intention) "To express publicly our confidence 
in your Excellency, and to convey to you the assurance of our active and 
cordial support in whatever measures you may contrive or adopt, having for 
their object the benefit of all classes of the community, and we trust 
your Excellency undismayed by opposition or misrepresentation on the part 
of those who are unacquainted with the true interests of the country, will 
continue to advance the great object of your mission." In order that there 
might be no doubt in the minds of hon. gentlemen opposite as to what their 
opinions were at that time, he would read a short passage from a similar 
address from the inhabitants of Kingston, we beg to reiterate the confidence 
we entertain in your Excellency's intention, and we earnestly solicit your 
excellency not to withdraw from the Government of these Provinces, until 
those measure (sic), in the prospect and promise of which the people of 
these colonies have placed so much reliance, shall have matured." (cheers.)-- 
So that the hon. gentlemen could fall down and worship the living Earl; 
but they could stand up now to insult the dead Earl. (Cheers.) They im- 
plored Lord Durham to stick to his post; there was then one lingering hope 
that old factions would have been supported, that libels upon the honour 
and loyalty of the people of this Province would continue, and place would 
still be enjoyed solely by honorable gentlemen who had no title to it. 
(Cheers.) But when Lord Durham published his report they said, "Oh, he 


is a@ traitor——-shoot him’ He had ever said, and he would maintain it to 
the day of his death, that Lord Durham was the greatest benefactor the 
Province ever had. When the Upper Canada "loyalists" thirsted for the 
blood of their fellow citizens, it was Lord Durham who stood up and inter- 
posed his authority and the prerogative of the Crown, and persisted in 
restraining and preventing the sacrifice of human life. The hon. member 
then quoted as follows from Lord Glenelg's despatch, giving directions to 
the Governor:--"I trust that the causes of apprehension which lately 
existed, are now through the lovalty of the great body of the population, 
almost entirely at an end I earnestly hope that they will be as moderate 
after success as they have been gallant in the time of danger.” We were 
unable to take down the exact words of the remainder of the quotation; 
but the effect of it was to recommend the utmost moderation and lenity 26 
: P . ree 5 Pati 

In reading one Despatch, the following incident arose:-- 

MR. J. A. MACDONALD (Kingston) said that he would feel obliged by the 
hon. member reading all the words.7° 

MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE asked him what he meant. 

MR. J. A. MACDONALD said that he wanted him to read the whole of it, 
and would do it for him if he wished. He asked if it were Parliamentary 


2 
leave out sentences and parts of sentences ?20 
So 


in reading documents to 


MR. MORIN the SPEAKER did not remember that point of order. 


MA 


SIR MA 
Commons 


sidered 


A. 
should leave out a part in reading a document, 
irregular. 32 


MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE told the hon. 
parts he liked.33 


NAB apprehended that if a member of the English House of 
it would be con- 


gentleman that he had a right to read 
any 


4 
SIR A. MACNAB rose--both gentlemen maintained the leer 


MR. MORIN the SPEAKER.--Order--order--order.=- 


MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE continued to read from journals of the Imperial 
Parliament a number of documents which passed between Lord Glenelg, Lord 
Durham, and Sir Geo. Arthur for the purpose of showing that the Imperial 
Government and Lord Durham were opposed to the execution of any of the 
political prisoners of 1837 and 1838; but that Sir Geo. Arthur had stren- 


uously insisted on the necessity of some capital punishments 
He said that this conduct of Sir Geo. Arthur was directly in 
recommendations to mercy by some of the juries who tried the 
declared that that Governor's representation that executions 


being inflicted. 
the face of 
prisoners, and 
were called for 


by the people of Upper Canada was a libel upon the people.--He was sensible 
that he should have more commended himself, if instead of reading the details 
he had done, he had confined himself to general observations. But he desired 
the observations he had made should be strictly deduced from facts declared 
by the British ministers; and now he asked the house, whether on consid- 
eration of the resolutions of his hon. friend the member for Montreal they 
ought not to be voted. Was it reasonable in considering this subject to 
leave out of view the condition of the Country before and at the time of 
these unfortunate events, or of the course of policy which hon. gentlemen 
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themselves felt a liberty to pursue, only a few years before? Looking at 
the journals of the house he did feel that the course now adopted on the 
other side was one, which was extremely difficult to sustain; he did feel 
that the gentleman before himcould make no consistent opposition to the 
course proposed by the hon. member for Montreal, when he adopted the very 
words of the resolutions proposed by themselves in 1845. The resolutions 
restricted the payment of unjust losses as much as those of the hon. members' 
opposite... All that his hon. friend had,.in fact, done, was to call. on 

the house to pursue the inquiry already commenced, and no refinements of 
hon. gentlemen opposite could show in what the resolutions in his hands 
differed from those of 1845. If he left them, however, and turned to the 
recorded correspondence between the late government and the commission 

it had appointed, what did he find? (Here the hon. member read Mr. Daly's 
letter directing the Commissioners to make no distinctions as to the claims 
of any parties except such as was founded on the decision of the Courts 

of law.) Now, the hon. member for Sherbrooke had alleged that all the 
loyalist losses had been already paid. If so, what was the reason for 
issuing this commission, and requiring the minute classification of the 
claimants, to which he should presently refer? Why was it that they made 
any inquiry at all if all the loyalists--all who had any claim--had been 
paid their losses? They were insulting the common sense of the country-- 
were they wasting the money of the country, or did they really intend to 

do that, which at the time they pretended that they were about to do? He 
now came to the report of the commissioners. It was according to the 
instructions divided into several classes. There were for personal pro- 
perty destroyed £111,127. for houses &c., £68,961 but there was also one 
other item amounting to £61,878; including £9000 for interest; £2000 for 
quartering soldiers, and £30,000 for losses by imprisonment, interruptions 
in business, trade, and goods carried off, &c. So that gentlemen who it 
was now declared had previously paid every loss that ought to have been 
paid, had deliberately issued a new commission, and had classified the 
claims, in such a manner that no less than £61,000 was set down to persons 
suspected of taking an active part in the armed resistance to government. 
But the commission went farther, and had actually received claims to the 
amount of £25,000, alleged to be due the persons who it appeared, had been 
condemned by court martial. So that for merely pursuing to the letter, 

the declared Legislative intentions of gentlemen oppostie--and he used the 
word legislative intentions advisely--his hon. friends were to be denounced 
as ready to peril the peace and welfare of the country--to do that which 
should turn against them, the entire people of Upper Canada whom they 
represented. He would not assume that in employing commissioners at an 
expense of one thousand pounds, honourable gentlemen meant to throw £1,000 
down the river, but when he marked the language of the amendment, and 
observed that the present was declared by it to be a fitting time for 
rewarding the brave men who had defended the country when he observed that 
he could not forget that the time for rewarding these brave men was said 

to be passed--for if the statement of the hon. member for Sherbrooke was 
correct, they were already paid. It was worth while, however, to compare 
the language of the resolutions and instructions to the commissioners in 
1846 with those of the amendment proposed a few days before. In 1846 the 
rebellion was tenderly designated as the "unhappy troubles of 1837 and 1838" 
but now, in 1849, those acquainted with these documents, saw, with no little 
surprise, that the same gentlemen spoke of the same events, as that semmcltetisce! 


rebellion," while it was net thought too severe te stigmatize as "violent 
and lawless men” those who took part in it Nor could he help reflecting 
upon a little letter whi he found was addressed to the commissioners in 
1846, pressing them to present their report. "I have the commands of His 
Excellency the Administrator of the Government to request from you, with 
the least peseip ie delay, your*report’ on the Ssubyect of your@inguiry.” 


"His Excellency being desirous to come to a decision on the course to be 
taken with regard to it during the present session of Parliament-' How was 





it that hon. gentlemen sat by, while that report, now thought so monstrous 
i ough the bagaecitees was it that some of them even pressed for 
sentation--how was it that they found it convenient to speak 

Ss as unhappy troubles’ in 1846, which were called by such a 
in 1849? How was it in short the style of their amendments 

tirely from that of their letters and resolutions? (loud 





i what purpose was it that ena so altered their tone, as to- 
day to call those rebels, whom they so begged, so sollicited, so implored 
to become the ministers of the crown in 1846? (continued cheers.) He 
would tell hon. gentlemen, that if Upper Canada were to punish himself and 
his friends for these resolutions, as for a crime--that they were ready 
to accept the punishment. God forbid that they should escape from it, 
as those persons did to whom he had been alluding. He did not refer to the 
miserable documents of those persons, written at a time when there was no 
constitutional government--when the highest offices of the state were un- 
filled, or filled by men, who did not possess in any degree the confidence 
of the people, as the justification of his support of these resolutions; 
but he did refer to them in order to ask honorable members opposite if their 
conduct to-day compared with their conduct then, was it a proof of their 
consistency, their loyalty, or their patriotism? When his hon. friend 
the member for the North Riding extended to those gentlemen, whom he was 
proud to call his fellow subjects, the right hand of friendship, he had seen 
with pain how needlessly and carelessly the hon. gentlemen opposite had 
seized the torch of discord and hurled it amongst the people of the Pro- 
vince--how they had stirred up antipathies of race--and all the various 
antipathies which divided men from each other. He trembled when he saw 
that though his gracious Queen had granted a full amnesty to all, there 
were yet men who would excite these discords only to bring themselves again 
into office. He would refer to that which he considered the real justifi- 
cation of the course he should pursue, and which might perhaps weigh 
with hon. gentlemen, even could they forget their own proceedings in 1846. 
He would merely ask this question--were not losses sustained by the people 
of Lower Canada during the troubles, which the people of Upper Canada 
ought to repay--losses caused without necessity, some from the spirit of 
the gallant militia, the loyal enthusiasm of the Province, or other similar 
causes?2© JI shall not speak of what I have heard and seen; I shall read 
the House without one word of comment, the accounts given by those high 
in authority here, which cannot be supposed to exaggerate the suffering 
which they witnessed and deplored:-- 

In the Despatch of Lieutenant General Sir John Colborne to Lord Glenelg, 
bearing date 30th March, 1838, we find:-- 

"On the evening in which the troops took possession of St. Eustache, 
the loyal inhabitants of that village and neighbourhood, anxious to return 
to their homes, and to protect the remainder of their property, followed the 
troops; and I believe it is not denied that the houses which were burnt, 
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except those that were necessarily destroyed in driving the rebels from 
the fortified church, were set on fire by the loyalists of St. Eustache 
and Riviere du Chéne, who had been driven from the country in October 
and November." 

And again in a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to the Earl of Durham, dated 
June 2nd, 1838, we have as follows:-- 

"Having laid that Despatch before the Queen, Her Majesty has commanded 
me to desire Your Lordship to signify to Sir John Colborne, that while she 
deeply laments that any needless severities should have been practised by 
one class of Her Majesty's subjects against another, Her Majesty is grat- 
ified to learn, as she fully anticipated, that her troops are in no degree 
responsible for any of the excesses which unhappily attended the defeat of 
the insurgents at St. Benoit and St. Charles, but that in the harrassing 
service in which they were engaged, they maintained unimpaired their high 
character for discipline and moderation." 

And again in a Despatch from Sir J. Colborne to Lord Glenelg, there 
is the following enclosure:-- 

"Beauharnois, 13th November, 1838. 

"Sir,--Col. Carmichael having marched yesterday to St. Martins with the 
lst and 2nd Regiments, Glengarry Highlanders, it becomes my duty to send 
you the enclosed return of the men wounded in our attack on this place, on 
the night of Saturday last, the 10th instant, I regret exceedingly to have 
occasion to inform you, that I have found it impossible to prevent the 
destruction of the greater part of this village by fire. 

"The whole of the troops were under arms for this purpose until past 
three o'clock on Sunday morning, although they had been so much fatigued 
and harrassed by the exertions of the preceding day; but they had no means 
of extinguishing the flames, which I am sorry to say, have extended to the 
houses of many loyalists. 

Mi he@ves G8 35 
NGEORGH PHILLPOTTS, Major, R. E., 
"Lieut. Col. Commanding at Beauharnois." 
To Lieut Col. Eden, D. A. General, 
Head Quarters. 

A second enclosure in the same Despatch as follows:-- 

"St. Edward's (or St. George), llth November, 1838 

"Sir,--I have the honor to report my arrival in this place. By all 
accounts the rebels have completely dispersed. Soon after leaving Douglas' 
Corner, we came to the houses of two notorious rebels, of the name of Boyer, 
who were engaged in the revolt of last winter. I caused their houses to be 
burned; and at La Grand Frenier I also had the house of a notorious rebel, 
of the name of Bell, a blacksmith, who manufactured pikes for the insurgents, 
destroyed by fire on our march; and at this place I have made prisoners of 
several leaders of minor note, whose houses I shall also cause to be des- 
troyed on my moving off. 

Weave, cee. ce, 
J. McDONALD, 
Major General. 
To His Excellency, Lieut General- Sir J. Colborne, G. C. B., &c., &c., 

And again, in a despatch from Sir J. Colborne to Lord Glenelg, under 
date 19th December, 1838, we find as follows:-- 

"It is with great concern that I inform Your Lordship that many houses 
were burnt in L'Acadie and in ... while the rebels were in arms; but these 


yere in no instance sanctioned, except where arms and ammunition were 
ered, or committed by the regular force emploved, but by persons who 
had suffered by the insurgents, and were Ecauasalse with the character of 
their nei aennen s. Under such circumstances as have occurred, it is scarce- 
ly possible to prevent irregularities, but I have satisfaction in reporting, 
that in every instance in which any have taken place, the officers have 
used their utmost exertions to bring the offenders to punishment.” 

And lastly, Lord Durham in his Report, page 59, states:-- 

"Tt cannot, however, be doubted, that the events of the past year have 
sed the difficulty of settling the disorders of Upper Canada. 

approaching, if to disaffection, has 

nd. The causes o ction continue to act 
and their ho ot dress, under the present 


iously diminished. Ay exaspera tion caused 
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and "the use made by bbe ealiumnbene party of the power oS eg their 


hands, have heightened the passions which existed before. Ltecertainiy 
appears too much as if the rebellion had been purposely invi ‘ited by the 


Government, and the unfortunate men who tookeparteingit, weliberately 


drawn into a trap by those who subsequently _ inflicted soysevere.a punish- 
ment on them POirme Me, uc Ole melts seemed, EQORm aS mile the dominant party 





En imprudent men, in ae to persecute or disable the whole body of their 
political opponents. A great number of perfectly innocent individuals 

= Enpows = ee and suffered i injperson; property roperty and character. 
eae instituted “by the the magistrates, whose political leanings were 
notoriously adverse to them them. Severe laws were» passed, under color of 
which, individuals were generally esteemed, we: were punished wi without form 
Onvtriol. 

He did not mean to blame the part taken by the hon. members opposite; 
all men who had obtained power would seek to defend it when attacked. He 
would even give them free leave to call love of office by the name of loy- 
alty; but he declared that, in his opinion, this feeling was, at the time 
of these events, carried to an excess. It had, to use the words of Lord 
Durham in the despatch, which he had last read, made it appear ''too much 
as if rebellion had been invited by the Government, and the unfortunate 
men engaged in it drawn into a trap by those who subsequently inflicted 
most severe punishment for their error'--it had led, according to the 
same authority, ''to the imprisonment of most respectable persons, generally 
esteemed, without form of trial, in order through them to put down the 
whole body of reformers."33 I know, Sir, that no observations of mine 
could add to the weight of testimony which I have adduced, proceeding 
as it does from the most unquestionable sources; and I have already tres- 
passed so long upon the patience of the House, that I shall not suffer 
myself to add a single observation. But the House will permit me to say, 
that I, as an individual, have no disposition to shrink from the respon- 
sibility of supporting the measure of my honorable friend.°9 If it were 
necessary to indemnify those, who suffered then to bring about reform, 
he for one would never object to pay his quota. Nor did he believe that 
the course adopted by the Government would be so unpalatable to others 
as to bring about rebellion. Let him here tell gentlemen opposite, 
that it was not his (Mr. B.'s) side who had any sympathy with revolutionary 
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violence. He had heard something of such sympathy in that House; but it 
had been from the other side49, When the other evening the honorable 
Member for Saint Maurice proposed an amendment to the address in answer 

to the speech from the throne, because that address contained no expression 
of sympathy with the fearful scenes now passing in Europe, that call of 
the honorable Member for Saint Maurice was not responded to from this side 
of the House. The sympathy with revolutionary violence proceeded from a very 
different quarter. Those of us who witnessed that strange scene shall not 
shortly forget the hot haste with which the honorable Member for Gaspé 
pressed forward not only to support but second the honorable Member for 
Saint Maurice. The eulogy of the honorable Member for Gaspé was in such 
happy unison with his whole former life that it was exceedingly pleasing. 
I have too much respect for the honorable Member for Saint Maurice, to 
think that he sets much value upon a eulogium coming from that quarter. 

I shall not attempt to trace it to its origin, but from whatever source 

it may spring, no doubt can exist that the expression of sympathy with 
revolutionary violence, proceeded from that side of the House. We on this 
Side could not support the amendment, because, so far from sympathising 
with those fearful scenes, we shuddered to behold the ancient capital of 
Austria bathed in the blood of its citizens--we wept to behold that fair- 
est city of southern Italy laid in ashes in the frightful revolutionary 
conflict for popular freedom4l, a prey to the soldiers of a merciless 
oppressor**+. We stood appalled at the sight of a minister of our Holy 
Religion, clad in the vestiments of his43 profession of peace and good 
will, holding the olive branch in his hand44--we stood, appalled to be- 
hold that holy and venerable prelate, while devoting himself with true 
christian heroism45 to arrest the fury of contending passions and civil 
discord--when they say him stopped by the ruthless hand of red republican- 
ism, and fall a martyr to humanity. They had no sympathy with that move- 
ment which, advancing with giant strides, had overturned the throne of 

a pious monarch--the high priest of the Church the head of Catholic Chris- 
tendom, who had sought to lead his people to every useful and valuable 
reform. They had no sympathy with such scenes". When we see this pious 
Sovereign hurled from his Pontifical throne in the same fierce conflict, 
we ae et Him who alone can control such fierce elements, that he would 
turn4/ these revolutions to that good end, to which he alone could convert 
them. Yet these were the events which excited the sympathy, the approb- 
ation, of hon. members who would cut off their hands before they would pay 
£90,000 to the sufferers by the rebellion. (No, no.) No! why he saw 
gentlemen on that side who had voted with the hon. member for St. Maurice 
against the address of the Governor General, because it did not contain 
any expression of sympathy with the men who had produced those events. 


MR. CHRISTIE called the hon. gentleman to order. The hon. member had 
no right to make any comments upon a former debate. He would wish the hon. 
gentleman to confine himself to the subject before the House. 4? 


MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE did not allude to any particular expression made 
use of during the debate he alluded to, but he conceived that he possessed 
a perfect right to allude to the course pursued by hon. members during that 
debate. He would, however, leave the hon. member for Gaspé in his modest 
retirement, but again repeat that the reference made by the hon. member for 
St. Maurice to a revolutionary crisis, met with no response on his side of 


the House. It did meet, with a most extraordinary response from hon. gentie- 
men opposite.--God forbid that they should rejoice in the bloodshed and 
strife that has been caused by the struggle in Europe--that same struggle 
which has been fought out in this countryoinw) /96.e leo head 1838.50 Deeply 
do we sympathise with the wrongs of suffering humanity in every clime; 
but while we sympathise with the wrongs, we believe that it is also permit- 
ted) us £ ic e awful struggles by which nations have been driven 
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.ol But while he deplored the unhappy condition of 
now in revolution, might he not be allowed to look 
i land, which, protected by the constitution 
ion of 1668, alone remained firm and unmoved 
when every other country i O a I ry centre? No vio- 
lence was necessary, under constitution, for the attainment of any 
reasonable project. How different from those countries where the people 
have found it necessary to take arms in their hands for the attainment of 
that liberty for which they panted? How different from the aspect presented 
by this Province only a few years back? We had a constitution modelled on 
that of the Mother Country, and he did not fear any threats of violence 
on the part of any man, if we were not robbed of that constitution?* which 
has, as it were, outlawed Revolutionary violence,--a constitution which 
contains within itself the constitutional means for remedying every con- 
stitutional, every individual wrong. But have those hon. gentlemen in truth 
made up their minds to lead 100,000 of their fellow subjects to disorder 
and bloodshed? Had they made up their minds to devote themselves, instead 
of turning to the developement of the great sources of the country, and 
cultivating the most kindly feelings amongst its inhabitants, to the re- 
vival of the worst passions of our nature and carrying the torch of dis- 
cord through the land?24 Believe me, Sir, these Provinces are not distant 
lands bound together by the hard iron hand of power; they are Sister Pro-__ 
vinces united by the strongest ties of kindred, of interest, of affection--, 
each profiting by the advancement, the progress of the other. Whatever 
operates beneficially or unfortunately on the one, immediately affects the 
other, and why should there be this menacing hatred between them? True 
it is Lower Canada has been saddled by an enormous bebt (sic), contracted 
without her consent by her sister Province,> an injustice which I confess 
I am not prepared to sanction.-’ But he trusted that his hon. friends from 
Lower Canada had already perceived that the line of Canals, the construction 
of which occasioned this debt was for their advantage, as well as for the 
advantage of Upper Canada. He trusted that they would consider that every 
step towards improving the navigation of the-® noble River, >? St. Lawrence 
from its head to its mouth, and encouraging the commerce of the Western 
States, will result in the mutual advantage of both sections of the Pro- 
vince.60 When I look to the fertility of aur soil, the salworicy: ob our 
soil, the salubrity of our climate, the extent and perfection of our in- 
ternal navigation, I cannot repress the glow of admiration at the view 
of so much prosperity awaiting, inviting the hand, of industry for its 
development.6l There is but one bane to the prosperity of the country, 
possessing as it does every element of prosperity and wealth, and a race 
of men habituated to industry; it had but one bane he said, and he put 
it to the hon. gentlemen opposite, whether they had no hand in producing 
it--the bane of discord, which he thought had slept, but which he could now 
see was to be roused again. He called on those hon. gentlemen to abandon and 
forget their petty party politics, and to join with hon. members on his side 
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of the House for the advancement of their common country. He asked them to 
do so in the name of civilisation and humanity. He asked them to do so in 
the name of children, whose welfare their proceedings must affect; and he 
asked it of them in the name of their common Father, "who causes his sun 

to shine alike on the just and the unjust. ''62 


MR. CAYLEY felt a good deal of hesitation and diffidence in speaking 
to the question before the Chair. 3 Apparently he said his hon. friends 
occupied a weak and contemptible position’*. He felt they were a small 
and devoted party doomed to destruction, like a flock of startled birds 
which had gained some temporary shelter, and were driven out®> from their 
favorite thicket©® by the sportsmen's dogs, and shot down one by one®/ 
without mercy08 by the unerring marksmen on the other sideO9, But not 
contented with heaping on him and his hon. friends, the most unwanted 
reproaches, hon. eee. opposite had added insult to injury, and 
mockery to insult 0, and ... they were invited to assist at their own 
dirge, and join the tuneful member for the South Riding of York, Mr. 
Price, in singing-- 

"Pity for the sorrows of a poor old man," &c. 

When they had risen to speak on the question, they had been instantly as- 
Sailed with insults; fists had been dashed in the face of a Briton, for 
oy, to hold up his hand ... he was told to get out as a scrub of a 
Tory’ and insults of the grossest nature heaped upon their unhonoured 
heads, upon the brave militia of U. Canada and its public officers. 
The member opposite had made a very skilful attack upon the hon. member 
for Hamilton, knowing that his hon. and gallant friend prided himself 
upon his loyalty; that he endeavored to assail it, but when the hon. 
member (the Solicitor-General) had been called upon to repeat his charge, 
he attempted to deny that he had charged him with disloyalty, by trying 
to draw a fine distinction between one kind of loyalty and another. The 
hon. member had taken them through all Europe to Spain, to England, /3 
their Judges were compared to Jefferies, their brave and loyal militia, 
compared with Col. Blood;/4 the loyalty of his (Mr. C.'s) friends with 
that of the Duke of Alva, and with that of the execrable Jeffries, /° anal! 
history was ransacked for opprobrious and disgraceful epithets, but in the 
meantime, their caluminator had forgotten to find for himself a parallel. 
That would have been a difficult task. The immortal Hampdens and Staf- 
fords might have been allowed to sleep in peace, whilst he might easily 
have discovered one who, bearing a similar character to himself, accustomed 
to the use of reckless accusations and unfounded statements, would ((be)) 
a far better likeness--Titus Oates! The hon. gentleman had boasted in loud 
terms of his loyalty--his_loyalty not produced by reason, not produced 
by conviction, but wisdom’®, "Some men are born great, some became great, 
and some had greatness thrust upon them." So he (Mr. C.) supposed it might 
also be said that some men were born loyal, some men became loyal, and 
some had loyalty thrust upon them. This man, so loyal, possessed of such 
an extraordinary loyalty, had, among other things, attempted to teach them 
history//, with some novel commentary of his own, asserting among other 
extraordinary things, that Marlborough was a Dutchman, and had destroyed, 
18,000 of his countrymen, made a series of charges of the most extraordinary 
character respecting the Government of the Upper Province, and then singling 
out the hon. member for Hamilton as the especial object of attack, fixed 
them all on his shoulders in a lump, and entitled him "rebel."/8 His gal- 
lant friend, not accustomed to such taunts, instantly sprung up to his feet, 
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and, said, if the. hon. member called.him a. rebel, he was. a? liar. PRut sas 
said the mirror of loyalty, "you must follow my discourse through all its 
tle Se a and then you will discover that I did not call you a 
el to your king, but that you were, one of a party whose government was 
jurious to the country. "8 They had been told by members opposite that 
y approved of the payment, by the late Ministry, of the £4,500, but that 
ie motives, in doing So, were corrupt; but?) He denied that their motives 
ere corrupt. CL He would not pursue that subject any further, but would turn 
o the question before the House. He and his hon. friends near him had been 
id that their administration of the Government had been ... corrupt32 
weak and imbecile®3--th appointment of commissioners to investigate 
aims for rebellion losses in Lower Canada was a proof of that im- 
ecility; and it was aMteet in excuse for bringing this question forward 
ow.84 Yet, the strong Government they had now, in bringing this question 
before the house, had not dared to avow their real intentions, but had 
ai 
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id they only intended to carry out what had been begun by their pre- 
cessors.°> They did not follow out the conduct of the late ministry 

with respect to the Stuart case. (Hear, hear.) And why not? But he would 
let that pass. It was well for them to bring forward the example of the 
late ministry to account for introducing the present resolutions. Strong 
as their majority might be, they dare not bring them before the House with- 
out some such excuse. Strong in numbers, but weak in influence, they 

would yet stink in the nostrils of the country. But let it be remarked 
that the resolutions introduced by the late Government were for the pay- 
ment of the just losses. That was a proposition he had supported ever 
since 1838, for, as he understood it, it was for the indemnification of 
those who had suffered in the cause of loyalty by the depredations of 
invaders and rebels; but he never had given his support to any proposition 
for the payment of those engaged in rebellion. 86 By the 5th Resolution 

now before them, he was aware that they intended to include those who had 
taken part in the Rebellion; and he asked to amend the lst Resolution, by 
inserting the words "in the cause of loyalty", in order that there might 

be no doubt as to the classes which were really meant by the former 
Resolutions. The Act of 1840 showed that the late Administration really 
intended to pay only just losses. It was entitled ''An Act to provide for 
the payment of the Just Claims for Losses arising from the late Rebellion;" 
and that was what he and his friends were still prepared to do. 7 In the 
act passed in the vear 1840, there was a line of distinction drawn between 
the two parties. The same distinction was kept up in the address of 1845, 
in which his Excellency was represented to indemnify the people of Lower 
Canada for their just losses. That did not mean to pay traitors for taking 
up arms but to indemnify those loyal men who armed in defence of the country, 
and for the purpose of putting down rebellion. But the meaning of that 
address had been tortured, so as to make it appear that he and his hon. 
friends had altered their tone; but, for a denial of that charge, he had 
only to appeal to any man who was capable of reading the different docu- 
ments impartially.88 The hon. member then read extracts from the instructions 
given by the Secretary of the Province in December of 1845, requiring them 
to carefully classify the claims of those engaged in the rebellion from 

the claims of others; and also referred to the Commission appointing the 
Commissioners, who were ordered to enquire into the losses sustained by 

Her Majesty's loyal subjects. Did that embrace the losses of those who 
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were in arms against their Sovereign? It had been said the Instructions 
differed from the Commission; but he maintained that they did not differ in 
the least degree from them. He would now refer them to the answer given 

by them to a question put by Mr. Leslie during the Session of 184789. 

Hon. gentlemen, he had no doubt, remembered, that at the time the contest 
between the two parties in the House, was carried on with a great deal of 
spirit, the ministry had a very small majority, and no effort was spared 

by the opposition to place the ministry in a minority. It was under these 
circumstances that Mr. Leslie, now in the Cabinet, was directed to inquire 
of the ministry whether they intended to pay the Lower Canada rebellion 
claims. The answer was--and he would call on hon. gentlemen to contrast 

it with the assertion of the hon. member opposite--that the ministry did 
not intend to indemnify those parties who had taken up arms against their 
Sovereign. The immediate consequence of that answer was that they lost the 
vote of the hon. member for the Lake of Two Mountains. 7° Now, if they had 
been so anxious to maintain power, as had been said, would they have given 
an answer which would have the effect of depriving them of their office? 

At that time every thing was tried to drive them out of office; inducements 
were held out by the members opposite to the supporters of the Adminis- 
tration. One of their supporters was offered the office of Adjutant 
General, 91 if he would desert his party, by a leading member then sitting 
opposite. ?2 (Cries of name, name.) He would not mantion names, but he 

Was granted a Select Committee, he was prepared to prove his assertion. 

The hon. member then went on to say he was not surprised at the measure 
before the house; that it would be recollected that some correspondence 

had taken place between his friends and the heads of the French Canadian 
party, which was commonly spoken of as the Caron Lafontaine Correspondence, 
and which had long ago been placed before the house. This correspondence 
showed that they had every desire to concede to the French Canadians a 

fair share in the government of the country. It was rejected, because that 
they were not prepared to allow the French Canadians to’? rule over the 
great majority of the people. It was, however, equally clear that there 
was a third party at work in the Province?4 who had endeavored to prevent 
the Union, because it felt that it would be deprived of all chance of office 
if the negociation succeeded. That party was prepared to do any thing 

to prevent it, and to form a coalition themselves with the French Canadians. 
This was the first fruit produced by this coalition, and he had no doubt 
that other calls equally unjust and unfair would be made by it. Every 
thing showed that chey were quite prepared to do any thing rather than to 
abandon their power.? Owing to their machinations, the ministerial pro- 
position fell to the ground; the coalition was effected, and now the first 
instalment on the purchase money was to be paid. And every declaration 

in that House and out of it, showed their determination to risk every thing 
and grant everything for the purpose of retaining their purchase. 96 The 
hon. member then proceeded to ask, upon what principle it was that they 
were called upon to support the measure beforethe house? If it was in 
consequence of the correspondence which had taken place between the Home 
Government, that they were called upon to encourage rebellion, for if 
treason occurred again, it would be in consequence of its having now been 
well paid; they had a right to see that correspondence to know how they 
stood with the Mother Country, whether any demand had been made by their 
Sovereign upon them to pass such a measure, on whether it was brought 
forward by the members opposite, for the purpose of weakening the ties 


~I 
in 
Ov 


which bound them to the Home Government. He believed that they did so for 
the latter purpose. An hon. member said that the members opposite would 
build a monument to Lord Metcalfe. He had never said a truer word. They 
would, by the very measure before them, build a monument to Lord Metcalfe 
which would be more durable than either stone or marble. They had refused 
time to allow the people of the country to express their opinion, and they 
might thrust the measure upon them, but they could not prevent them from 
making an appeal to the British House of Commons, and to their Sovereign-- 
(cheers and applause from the galleries.)7/ 


MR. ROBINSON regretted that he felt it necessary to make some remarks 
aiter the long discussion which had taken place, which probably would have 
been avoided if the members opposite had answered the question which was 
put to them at the commencement of the debate, as to whether it was 
their intention to pay the losses sustained by those who had taken part in 
the Rebellion? The hon. members opposite could not expect that the members 
on his side would allow the attacks to be made which had been without their 
answering them. It was very well for the hon. Commissioner of Crown Lands 
to state that the parties whom he had referred to had governed the country 
in a manner contrary to the wishes of the people; but how did he know that 
the wishes of the people were against them, or that they did not possess 
their confidence in Upper Canada? The hon. member had referred to the 
Family Compact, to the Robinsons, the Sherwoods, the Joneses, the McNabs, 
&c., and said that they did not fairly represent the people in the House 
of Assembly; but how was it they never had been rejected by their con- 
stituents; and might they not have had seats to that day if they had not 
been appointed to higher offices by their Sovereign? They never had the 
slightest difficulty in getting into Parliament; neither had he when it 
suited their purposes; but this was not the fact, they never did so until 
the whole country demanded it.--The hon. member then referred to the offices 
held by his (Mr. R.'s) family; he referred to the Chief Justice; well, he 
supposed that the Chief Justice fulfilled the duties of his office; he also 
referred to the office formerly held by his (Mr. R.'s) brother and now 
enjoyed by the hon. member himself; that office the hon. member must know 
was conferred on his brother in England, and if there was any crime in 
holding it, the hon. member was equally guilty, as he took the first 
opportunity of getting it himself; and as to his (Mr. R.'s) own appoint- 
ment on the Welland Canal, that was not a Government one, but made by the 
Welland Canal Company, and he was indebted for it to the President of the 
Council, who then was the President of the Company. The hon. member must 
have known well that the appointment of one Lukin Robinson, as Reporter 
to the Queen's Bench, was not made by the Government, but by the Law 
Society; the hon. member had also said that nineteen-twentieths of the 
offices in Upper Canada were once filled by members of his (Mr. R.'s) 
party, and that a majority of them were still held by them; well, why did 
not the Government turn them out, if they did not do their duties faithfully. 
The only question of any importance to the public was, whether the duties 
were well performed, and not the individuals who filled them. There was 
a great many other remarks made by the hon. member, which were unworthy 
to be said in such an Assembly, but might do for stump speeches at elections, 
and which he (Mr. R.) would not take up the time of the House in remarking 
upon. The hon. member had spoken about Sir Francis Bond Head's government; 
of his being surrounded by the same party; of his having dissolved the House, 
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and agitated the country soon after his arrival. If he did so it was not 
until the people from one end of the country to the other had called upon 
him to do so; and he was not the only party who agitated the country; those 
who were opposed to him were equally forward and active in doing the same. 
He did go to the country, and what was the result? It showed that Sir 
Francis Bond Head did possess the confidence of the country--and the 
result was not obtained in the manner in which it was said to have been 
obtained by the hon. member, who stated that it was obtained by brute force, 
by means of the organization of Orange Associations, and by the issuing of 
thousands of deeds. Neither was it true that Sir Francis organised Orange 
Lodges--the Orangemen of Canada require no hint from any one as to their 
duty at all times when called upon by the country.--He was no Orangeman, 
but would not allow them to be treated differently from the other people 

of the Province, unless they transgressed the law. The statements made 
about the elections being carried by brute force were not true, and could 
not be substantiated before the house. As to there being thousands of 
deeds issued, he was certain that there was no ground for the assertion 
whatever, and he would mention one case which would show how little ground 
there could be for it. There was an old Sergeant who had served through- 
out the Peninsular War, who had performed more than the requisite duties to 
entitle him to obtain his Deed; but who wanted a few weeks to complete the 
time required. This man asked for his Deed, in order to get it in time 

for to vote, and he (Mr. R.) himself applied to Sir F. B. Head for it, 
mentioning the fact of the man's having performed much more, in other res- 
pects than residence required, to entitle him to his Deed; but Sir F. B. 
Head peremptorily refused. The hon. member said, Sir F. B. Head had done 
wrong in sending away the troops from Upper Canada. But this did not look 
like his not possessing the confidence of the people--when he called upon 
them, almost every man responded to the call. In parts of his (Mr. R.'s) 
county, every man pressed forward without being ordered to do so, and 
tendered their service. The hon. member, then went on to say, that if 

the country had been mis-governed, as it had been said it was, by a faction, 
such a result would never have been obtained by Sir F. B. Head as was when 
he called upon the people of Upper Canada. Were the people such fools 

as not to know their own rights?--They were not so easily dictated to. 

And why did the hon. Solicitor-General not turn him (Mr. R.) out ina 
county where three-fourths of the electors were Irishmen, like himself?-- 
Notwithstanding all the misrepresentations that were made against hin, 

he (Mr. R.) was returned for the county he now represented by a very large 
majority. And if the parties who might hereafter goven the country, never 
did any worse than was done by his (Mr. R.'s) party, he had no fear of the 
country's prosperity. The hon. member then went on to make remarks on 

Lord Durham's Report, and said that they should not refer many portions 

of it, but take it altogether. He (Mr. R.) had no very great fault to find 
with the Report, but he must say that he thought the noble Lord had left 
the country without knowing very much about it--He believed, that although 
Lord Durham went to the Falls of Niagara, and had enjoyed much conversation 
there with some of the free and enlightened citizens, that he did not see 
any of the country west of the city represented by the hon. and gallant 
Knight at his (Mr. R.'s) side. In that document, which it had been said 
would go down to posterity, it was said "never again will the present 
generation of French Canadians yield a loyal submission to the British 


Government; and in another place it was stated, that he (Lord Durham) did 
not think that the British population would ever again tolerate a house 

of Assembly in which the French Canadians had a majority, or an approx- 
imation to it. He (Mr. R.) did not believe this and although the French 
Canadians had a majority in that house, he would not object to it, unless 
that it passed bad measures. The hon. member then went on to say, that 
Lord Durham had said, that he had left the country in a state of content- 
ment. To show that he had very little ground for saying so, he would state 
that the affair at Prescott occurred very shortly after his departure. 

The hon. member then proceeded to say, that he was sorry that he had taken 
up the time of the house so long; that he intended to vote against the 
measure; that he thought the members opposite had no right to call the 
people who had turned out at the call of their Sovereign, "Goths and 
Vandals," and that much of the bitter feeling which had been exhibited 

in the course of the debate was to be attributed solely to the members 
opposite calling those on his side of the House Rebels. 98 


MR. LENSER Grll. HINCKS.--No.?” 


MR. ROBINSON.--Certainly, the hon. member said Soh 

MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS rose to explain the term he had made use of the 
other day; and he would remark, that the hon. member for Toronto had him- 
self admitted that he was justified in the language he had made use of. 


MR. H. SHERWOOD had done nothing of the kind. Did the hon. member 
suppose that he was going to write himself down a condemned felon. 102 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS continued--The hon. and gentleman had admitted 
that he was justified in using the line of argument, which brought him to 
that conclusion. As a matter of course, he did not mean that the hon. 
member agreed with him (Mr. Hincks) in opinion.103 


MR. SHERWOOD had admitted that the line of argument adopted by the hon. 
gentleman was in accordance with Parliamentary rules. 


SIR A. MACNAB said, that there was no necessity for any explanation. 
The hon. member had been understood correctly.105 


MR. ROBINSON continued.--He did not think the honorable members 
opposite justified in applying such a term as Rebel to the members opposite, 
and that the members around the hon. member who had used the word, cheered 
him when he did so, and also when he called the loyal people of this country 
Goths and Vandals, because that they had turned out at the call of their 
Sovereign. The members opposite had also talked about spurious Canadian 
loyalty, but if they had looked back at the early history of the country, 
they would find that the loyalty which they now called spurious, preserved 
this country to the British Crown. The hon. Solicitor General had told them 
that his loyalty was inborn; that it was not a loyalty like that of the 
members on his (Mr. R.'s) side, which trampled on the rights of the people. 
But why did he not succeed with the people of Simcoe when he went there? 

Why did his (Mr. R.'s) loyalty succeed, when the hon. gentleman's failed, 
and with a loyal people? for a more gallant people than lived in the 
County of Simcoe did not exist. The hon. member, after some remarks to 
the effect--that it was owing to the exertions of his party that all the 
public improvements in the country had been effected, that he himself was 
the first person that had introduced a Bill for to construct a Macadamized 


road, that all these improvements had been opposed by the party opposite, 
and that the members on his side had done far more for the peace and 
prosperity of the country than the members opposite--concluded by com- 
plaining of the want of candour which had been exhibited by the hon. 
members, who had not given the house any information upon the question; 
that they had only ascertained that the amount asked for (£90,000) was 
from an accidental remark made by one of the members opposite. 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE rose to et ee He had been misunderstood 


with regard to the remarks he had made about the Chief Justice and other 
relations of the hon. member. The hon. member opposite had attacked the 
Grey family, and referred to the offices held by that family, and he (Mr.P.) 
wished to show that more offices had been held by one family in Upper 
Canada than by the whole family of the Greys, and he had selected the 
Robinson family, in preference to all others, because one of its members 
was present, and liked better to speak of parties before their face than 
behind their backs. He did not say anything against any of them, and he 
trusted the hon. member would give him the credit of having said that he 
considered the Chief Jusitce a credit to the Province, and that he was 
sorry that the hon. member had not been provided for by his firends, 
when they were in power. 108 


MR. ROBINSON trusted that the hon. member would take an early opportunity 
of remedying the omission (hear, and laughter.) 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE would rather leave the pleasing task to the 
hon. samedi friends around him, when they returned to office. (Laugh- 
fer.) 


SIR A. MACNAB rose amidst loud cries of "spoke" and Pee 


MR. H. BOULTON objected to his doing sort 
already spoken once in the course of the debate. 


The gallant Knight had 


At this juncture, a message was received from the Legislative Council, 
and the departure of the messenger.+ 


MR. MORIN the SPEAKER said, that in his opinion, the gallant Knight 
was clearly out of order. He had already spoken for one hour and fifty 
five minutes on this debatet1° and therefore had no right to speak again 
unless with the consent of the house.t1lé 


SIR A. MACNAB said that a great part of the speeches of the hon. gentle- 
men opposite had been in reference to "the gallant Knight", his affairs, 
his opinions, and his legs. (A laugh.)117 He considered he had a right 
to reply.118 


MR. SHERWOOD would move that the hon. member for Hamilton be allowed 
to address the House. t1 


Several hon. members on the Treasury Benches cried = that it was 
unnecessary. There was no objection to his being heard. 120 


SIR A. MACNAB then addressed the House at great length, in reply to the 
Solicitor-General West and Mr. Price.1- After all the various attacks 
which had been made against him during the last two days, he felt some 
difficulty in getting up to reply, he was sensible that he had not the 
high abilities of the Solicitor General, he was well aware that he was 


unable to contend with a gentleman so distinguished in the Province, but 

he must take the earliest moment in his power to disclaim the very ungener- 
ous motives which he had been accused of being actuated by, referring to the 
Grey compact. The hon. Commissioner of Crown Lands said, that he (Sir A.) 
had made the allusion to the Grey family, with the view of insulting and 
injuring the feelings of a lady, occupying a very distinguished position 

in this Province, and who was admired, respected and honored by all who 
ever had even the pleasure of seeing her. He now publicly, before the 
country, disclaimed being actuated by such highly improper~““, injur- 
iousl23, and unjustifiable motives, he could not express his surprise at 
such imputations coming from members of the House, more especiallyl24 that 
any member of the Executive Government should have travelled as far out of 
his way to condescend to ascribe such motives. As long as he had the honour 
of a seat in the House he wouldl25 not, when he was obliged, in the dis- 
charge of duties, to make any remark upon the conduct of any person re- 
frain from doing so. While he sat in that House, he had a right to express 
his opinions freely and openly. The hon. member opposite had charged him 
with following the character of Lord Durham to the grave--yet, what did 
that hon. member state with reference to Sir F. B. Head--Was he not accused 
of every crime which it was possible to accuse a man of? Had not the hon. 
member attacked Lord Metcalfe, who had gone to his grave respected by 

his Queen and by the whole empire, (hear, hear). The hon. member told 

them that Sir F. B. Head was guilty of murder, that he trampled the rights 
of the people in the dust, and that Lord Metcalfe followed his example. 

Let them look to the whole life of Lord Metcalfe and see the honours 

which had been conferred upon him, and then let them attempt to ascribe 

to Lord Metcalfe the desire of wishing to trample upon the rights of the 
people.126 He ridiculed the Solicitor General's mode of addressing the 
House; defended the family Compact from the Charge of having acted corrupt- 
ly and trampled on the rights of the people of Upper Canada; they possessed 
far more of the confidence of the people, than the hon. member ever pos- 
sessedt*’, The hon. and gallant knight then proceeded to speak at some 
length in answer to the remarks of the Solicitor General about Canadian 
loyalty, and stated that the hon. Solicitor-General with all his superior 
loyalty had been driven from the hustings in a county where the majority 

of the electors were Irishmen who declared it to be all botheration and 
froth. That he then tried another county where almost all of them were 
also Irishmen and although he spoke at every little Township in it, and 
told them about the family compact and his inborn loyalty, the Irishmen 
there also said it was all botheration and broth (sic), and rejected him, 
and that he was not elected until he was absent in England, when the people 
had not an opportunity of hearing him speak. The hon. member had denounced 
Sir George Arthur for murder, and said that he was a blood-thirsty man, 

and that Sir F. B. Head was as guilty, although he (Sir A.) believed that 
Sir F. B. Head never executed a man in U. C. Sir F. B. Head was a man 
superior to any of the hon. members opposite, he was a man who discharged 
his business honestly and boldly. They were told that Sir G. Arthur was 

a murderer, but they had not told a word about the murder of Col. Moodie, 
that was a different thing, that was only an accident but how was it that 
the British people and they were surely qualified to judge of his merit, 
how was it that they gave him a baronetcy and gave him one of the richest 
governments in their appointment. This murderer was made by the Queen a 
privy counsellor for life. All this was done however, before the hon. 
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member had made his speech, or Sir G. Arthur would not have got it all. 
(Laughter.) The hon. member had accused the Duke of Richmond of robbing 
the public chest, but that nobleman had only taken the money at the command 
of the British government, and was perfectly justified in what he did. 

The hon. and gallant knight then went on to say that it was a public mis- 
fortune for the whole empire that such a man as the Solicitor-General was 
ever allowed to leave Ireland, it was really too bad, he said, that in two 
counties his countrymen had not been able to appreciate his wonderful 
talents. The hon. member had said, that rather than he would submit to 
such a government as that which he had described the people of Upper Canada 
as living under, he would take up his gun upon his shoulder and go forth 
and die. (Laughter.) Ah, how many were the perils which environed the 
man who touched cold steel. (Laughter.) The hon. member also had spoke 
about Colkirke in 1685, and told them about his hanging 19 men; was not 
that wonderful information, but he had forgot to tell them about Chartrand 
in Lower Canada. He had also told them that the administration of justice 
in Upper Canada was impure, he (Sir A.) supposed it never would be pure 
until the Vice Chancellor was removed and the hon. member got his place 
with all his innate loyalty, but the gentleman that now filled that office 
was as much liked as ever any man was and his memory would live and be 
revered by the people, when the hon. member opposite, and all his import- 
ant loyalty, was forgotten. The hon. member had spoken much about the 
Council of Sir George Arthur; but who composed his Council, was not Mr. 
Sullivan one of them, and was not the uncle of the Attorney General West 
another, and did that hon. member think his uncle was one of the men who 
had advised Sir George Arthur to murder all the people he was said to 

have done. The hon. and gallant knight then went on to say, that he was 
much astonished at the conduct of the Commissioner of the Crown Lands, in 
speaking as he had done about the family compact, and referred to several 
of the appointments mentioned, and said, that it was extraordinary that 
gentlemen who had injured the country so much, should have enjoyed the 
confidence of the people of Upper Canada to the extent they had done, and 
that their sons should enjoy it after them; and that there were other 
families than theirs had enjoyed offices, the hon. Attorney-General 
opposite, for instance, had enjoyed more offices, and got more of the 
Crown Lands, than any other family in the Province; there was Mr. Peter 
Russell, the relative of the hon. member who held, at one and the same 
time, the offices of Lieut. Governor, Judge of the Queen's Bench, Re- 
ceiver General, and of Auditor General. It was this same Peter Russel, 
whose warrants used to run somewhat after this manner--"I, Peter Russel, 
President of Upper Canada, command you, Peter Russel, Receiver General of 
Upper Canada, to pay to Peter Russel, Auditor General of Upper Canada." 
&c. (Laughter.) This was in the good old times before the Family Com- 
Pact came to this country. This same individual left all the fruits of 
his office to the hon. Attorney General West, or rather he had first left 
it to his sister, to whom the hon. gentleman was so attentive and kind that 
she left it to him after her death. The hon. commissioner of Crown Lands 
had told them a very pretty story: he said that in 1832 he had gone into 
the Bank of Upper Canada, and there had some conversation with a gentleman, 
who told him that 5,000 English emigrants might shortly be expected to 
arrive in the Province and that they would have 5,000 Rebels.128 He would 
like to know who, or what he was, who had informed the hon. Commissioner 
of Crown Lands, he would ask the hon. member to name him?12? 


: é ; 12 

MRe (COM>s GR, EANDS (RICE. ——he wasece SClon of) thiceasrs bOeCraC viene 0 

SIR A. MACNAB.--A scion of the aristocracy! No doubt he wast?l, ane 
132 


what did the hon. member reply? he said they were a set of scoundrels. 
It was certainly wonderful that a scion of the aristocracy should tell the 
hon. Commissioner that 30,000 Englishmen were to be brought into Canada, 
and that the hon. gentleman should say that there were to be plenty of 
rebels there.133 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE had not used the words spoken by the hon. 
member for Hamilton. His answer was, that as long as the like of him W 
in the country there would be no lack of scoundrels. (Hear, hear.)+- 


SIR A. MACNAB did not believe him when he said that person was a scion 
of the aristocracy, as he did not believe that a scion of the aristocracy 
fF Upper Canada would have allowed him to use such_words. (Hear, hear.) 

He would like very much to hear his name, however. 


26 
MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE declined to give his name.?- 


SIR A. MACNAB would not like to say that either the hon. Commissioner 
of Crown Lands or the Solicitor General either, would justify rebellion; 
as it would be for them right if they did , considering the offices they 
held under the allegiance which was due to their Sovereign, but he would 
allow the statements which they had made to go to the country when they 
must speak for themselves. (Hear, hear.) He thought it was important 
that the money should be paid, but he would like to know for what it was 
paid.137 They were in favour of passing the Rebellion losses for reasons 
which he could not pretend to give. An hon. Member said that the burning 
of the steamer Caroline was done for the very purpose of bringing about 
a war with the United Statesl38 and he could not help thinking that the 
charge, made in such a manner, was anything but creditable to those who 
had risked their lives on that particular occasion, in defence of their 
country and their Sovereign. Did the Solicitor General not know when 
he made that charge--(and who had come into the House with so many papers 
that he thought he would have spoken for a week instead of two days)--139 
did they not know that this steamer was hired for the express purpose of 
invading the country; that she had guns landed, and armed men to aid those 
engaged in rebellion against their Sovereign; and that her movements were 
watched by two British officers, who had sworn to the facts.149 In the 
face of this, would he (Sir A.) whom the hon. member had compared to Sir 
John Falstaff, have been doing his duty to have allowed the Caroline to have 
landed these arms without paying any attention to the circumstances? He 
thought not; and because the Caroline was so engaged she was destroyed, and 
for thus serving his Sovereign he was now told by one of the Crown Officers 
under Lord Elgin that what he had done on that occasion was for the purpose 
of bringing on a war with the United States. (Hear, hear.) He never 
expected to have lived to be charged with such a design and to hear him- 
self and the men who had so fearlessly, nobly, and loyally perilled their 
lives in destroying a vessel caught in the act of landing arms against their 
Sovereign, charged with doing so to bring on a war with another country. 
(Hear, hear.) Perhaps the next thing they might hear would be that a bill 
of indictment had been fyled against the gallant Colonel Wetherall for 
manslaughter. (Loud cries of "hear, hear."') Would it be just for the 
Government to call upon them to pay for such losses? He did not believe 
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the Government would call upon them, notwithstanding the most extraordinary 
course they had seen fit to take on the subject. Such a course would never 
have been adopted by the British House without a message from the Crown 

on the subject.14l 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN--No message from the Governor could be introduced 
so long as the motion was being discussed.142 


SIR A. MACNAB--Oh: he supposed the honourable gentleman had the message, 
cut and dried, in his pocket. Well, if he had, it was time to produce it; 
it ought to be produced before any steps were taken.143 A message should 
have been before the House, before the discussion was entered upon. If 
a message was received signed by Lord Elgin, it could at once have been 
laid on the table, and a motion carried that the House go into committee 
on it, and discuss the subject of it immediately. Respecting the remarks 
of the Solicitor General West, that hon. gentleman had never spoken to the 
House yet without indulging in personalities on members on his (Sir Allan's) 
side of the house. That gentleman was but a young member, and would no 
doubt yet learn that such a system would never make him popular, neither 
was it thecourse to pursue in a popular Assembly.144 The hon. member had 
spoken about the conduct of the hon. member for Essex upon a certain 
occasion and said, that if he had been in the House of Lords when his con- 
duct was discussed there that he would have heard something that would 
have made his ears tingle. 145 Why did he not condescend to tell them the 
whole proceedings regarding the paper moved for by Lord Brougham. When 
Lord Brougham asked for these papers, it would be found that both Lord 
Edinborough and the Duke of Wellington had explained the circumstances, 146 
and justified Col. Prince's conduct+4/7, and Lord Brougham expressed him- 
self satisfied. Had the hon. member done so, it would have explained the 
whole case, but it did not suit his purpose to do so. Hon. gentlemen 
opposite had also taken much credit to themselves for introducing the 
use of the French Language into the House, but he might be allowed to say 
that the credit was not due to them, but to a former government, who had 
presented a memorial on the subject 148 and he (Sir A.) did not see any 
great advantage in it after all. When a message was sent down from the 
Legislative Council, down came the master in chancery with his cocked hat, 
and after delivering the message in English, he muttered something which 
he (Sir A.) did not understand, but he would ask the speaker if it was 
French, of course he could not get the Speaker to say no, but he was 
sure if he did he would say that it was not.149 The Commissioner of Crown 
Lands had kind enough to assign, as a reason for his (Sir Allan's) return 
to Parliament twenty years ago, that he had been imprisoned by the Legis- 
lative Assembly. Regarding his commitment, °° he did recollect that the 
House of Assembly did behave rather harshly.1>1 He could not help thinking 
that circumstance was brought about by his political opponents who wished 
to damage his character, as he was then practising as a lawyer; but he had 
succeeded in getting himself out of the trouble, and his opponents had made 
nothing of the matter, for in 1828 he was returned to Parliament, and he 
had never been out of it since. It had been alleged that his influence 
was but small in Upper Canada, as he only represented a borough; but there 
must be something wrong in that opinion, for he believed that all the members 
of the House of Upper Canada at the time, 152 both Tories and Radicals, with 
the exception of Mr. Gibson, one of the leaders of the Rebellion, voted for 
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him as Speaker; this was the same Mr. Gibson who was obliged to fly to 
the United States, but who, since his return, 153 had been honoured by the 
gentlemen opposite by an appointment; inl54 that fat office at Owen Sound. 
(Hear, hear.) Such an act would not be otherwise than looked upon as a 
high compliment to the city of Toronto, that gentleman having been engaged 
in casting fire in that city, and he was not certain if he was not present 
at the murder of Colonel Moody, and for those acts, Sir Allan supposed he 
had been appointed to office. (Hear, hear.) It had also been said that 
he (Sir Allan) would be prepared to serve the country in any way if he were 
paid for it. To such a remark he would make no teply. only cChatysuch 2 
remark was mean and unfair./°° I¢£ his loyalty was spurious Canadian 
loyalty, it was not the imported loyalty of gentlemen opposite, and of 

the Attorney General, Inspector General, and Commissioner of Crown Lands; 
all he knew was that the City of Toronto would have been burnt, the Gov- 
ernor been hanged_if he had been caught, and perhaps himself and some other 
along with him. 19/ (Laughter and hear, hear.)158 But he and other loyal 
men, with their spurious Canadian loyalty,1°9 had risked their lives, and 
responded to the calls of their Sovereign, andl61 perhaps they had not done 
a great deal, but at any events they had driven Gibson away. The Commiss- 
ioner of Crown Lands had charged him (Sir Allan) with calling him a rebel 
but he had never done so.l62 The hon. member then went on to say that 

if his party had not been in favour of the introduction of Responsible 
Government, that they had some authority for resisting the views of Mr. 
McKenzie, and read extracts from Despatches from Lord John Russel1163 
against granting to the people of the colonies such a power, and in- 
structing the colonial government accordingly, from which he argued that 
had they adopted any other course than the one they had pursued they would 
have at once placed themselves in a position of hostility to their sov- 
ereign, 164 He (Sir A.) believed that it was never intended that they 
should receive it, and that they would not have got it, but that Lord 
Sydenham had been out manoeuvred.1®5 Sir Allan then went on to say that 

a change having now been made in the views entertained by the Home Govern- 
ment, it was only his duty to bow to it. Although the little he had seen 
of it from the acts of the opposition were not of the most pleasant des- 
cription, for in a house of 94 members they had no less than ten ministers. 
He was not disposed to say that their principle was wrong, but he thought 
if it were carried forward in the same manner in which they had begun, then 
it would soon work itself out. (Hear.) He might perhaps be told that 

Lord Elgin had only to mention what the ministry did, as they had made as 
many lords for the Legislative Council as would enable them to carry any 
measure which they wished to pass. Such a step Sir Allan thought had only 
been adopted once in England, and that was at the passing of the Reform Bill 
and he believed that so opposed to such a course were some of the Lords 
that they withdrew from the House altogether. The present ministry had 
created no less than thirteen Lords for the purpose of giving them a 
majority in the Executive Council and then of course the Governor must 

just do as he is bid. --The ministry would now say you must do this or 
that, and if you don't we will resign. It was not an easy matter to 
resign. The hon. gentleman opposite tried it once and they had some 
trouble to get back again (laughter.) They had now however got possession 
of King, Lords and Commons, and the result would show itself. The Sol- 
icitor General, who had never been in an election fight had been taken 

from the ranks and made a General of, and he now talked with all the wis- 
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dom of a man with experience. He (Sir Allan) had said before and he would 
now say again that if there were any just losses--losses sustained by men 
who had suffered unjustly, or where churches were destroyed, he would not 
object to pay in cases of that kind, although he thought it the duty of the 
British Government, in whose defence and by whose command they were des- 
troyed to make good such losses. Would he be made to pay the losses of 
those who had brought the destruction upon themselves, by the ministry 
paying it out of the consolidated fund. In Upper Canada it had been paid 
out of tavern licenses.166 Was it to be expected that the people of Upper 
Canada, where there was not a single soldier, should pay the losses occas- 
ioned by them? If they had paid their own losses, was it just, right or 
reasonable, to call upon them to pay the losses of the people of Upper 
Canada?167 He must say that he would not pay it if he could get out of 
it, neither did he think that the people of Upper Canada would submit to 
do it.168 He did not think the country had been well treated--169 There 
was something cruel and wrong in forcing men to pay money after they had 
extended their lives in defence of Her Majesty (sic) rights and defended 
the lives and property of her subjects. Was it just that they had been 
commanded by the Government to destroy, and when to refuse would have 
been certain punishment, that now they should be compelled to pay. It 

was an act of injustice to ask them to do so, and he did not believe the 
people would submit to it.1/0 There was no man who more respected those 
in Lower Canada who, in the hour of danger, boldly came forward, at the 
risk of their lives, to defend Her Majesty's rights, than he did, and 

he could not but feel there was something mean that those men should now 
be called upon by the Government to pay for that property which had been 
destroyed by its order. 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MERRITT said, he rose for the purpose of calling the 
attention of the House, to the question under consideration, which was the 
payment of the losses sustained in Lower Canada, and to assign the reasons 
which had induced the present Government to carry into effect the Address of 
the late Legislative Assembly, and the recommendation of the late Government. 
After all that had been said he found that the only objections to the 
measure were,l/3 First,--The mode of payment, and secondly, the class of 
persons who are entitled to compensation. With respect to the mode of 
payment, apart from any other consideration, if the inhabitants of Upper 
Canada had paid the losses fairly, honestly and openly out of the District 
funds, and the losses in Lower Canada were to be paid out of the Provincial 
Funds, it would be a manifest injustice to Upper Canada which could not be 
tolerated and would never have been advocated by a single member of the 
present Administration. But, Sir,1/74 it was not true, and he was prepared 
to show that it was not, and to do so it would be necessary to go back to 
before the Union, and examine the revenue derived from Upper and Lower 
Canada, and the division of that revenue, and the application of it since 
the Union.!/5 It will be found on examination, that a far greater proportion 
of the revenue has been and is still taken from Lower Canada than Upper 
Canada. To prove this fact, we must go back and examine the state of the 
revenues of both Provinces before the Union, at the Union, and since the 
Union. From the public accounts, it appears that the amount received be- 
fore the Union, was: in 1838, in Upper Canada, £67,418; in Lower Canada, 
£113,568; in 1839, £93,832, and £157,409; shewing a balance, in favor of 
Lower Canada, of £63,577; in 1840, the returns were respectively,1/6 
£90,711177 and £173,564;178 showing a difference in favor of Lower Canada 
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MR. CAYLEY said there was some mistake, that the figures only showed 
a difference of 233,000, 180 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MERRITT made some explanation which we could not 
catch. 181 We may now, as we did then, say, that this division was unjust to 
Upper Canada, inasmuch as our imports exceeded theirs at the same time, we 
cannot deny that disinterested arbitrators thought differently. The hon. Ward 
Chipman, from New Brunswick, was called in as an umpire between the parties, 
and assuming population for the basis, assigned one third of the import duties, 
to Upper, and two thirds to Lower Canada. We now come to the Union; the 
Hon. Member from Hamilton says the Union was established to-°%* swamp the 
French Canadiansl83; that was not 30; 154 ale Ae Mele timetS5 parties were much 
divided about that measure in Upper Canada, but he was always in favour 
of it~ and had desired it for years, and ene reason he and others mesized 
it was (this. Theyt87 considered it indispensable forthe mutual advantage 
of both Provinces. This opinion was founded on the relative prosperity 
of two countries lying side by side. The one under one Government and 
one power, controlled the entire country from the navigable waters of the 
Hudson, to the navigable waters of Lake Erie, which were then connected 
by canals, which had increased their trade, their wealth, and general 
prosperity. The other under two Governments, had neglected to improve or 
connect their navigable communications, and with all the natural advantages 
they possessed, trade had dwindled, and the prosperity of the country re- 
mained the very opposite of what was so strikingly visible in the adjoin- 
ing country. Under these circumstances, it is not surprising that the 
Legislature of Upper Canada should have been desirous to obtain the Union. 
Many felt that the terms were unjust to Lower Canada, and voted for the 
measure, because better terms could not be obtained at the time, and with 
a hope that an ample equivalent would hereafter be realized by Lower Canada 
in the general prosperity she would attain. 8 Upper Canada did not pro- 
pose anything, but only sanctioned the proposal of Lord Sydenham. 18? When 
the Union was consummated, as Upper Canada could only give one third of 
her revenue to the consolidated revenue, while Lower Canada gave two thirds, 
it was proposed to do Lower Canada justice, that the expences (sic) of the 
administration of justice which in Upper Canada was paid out of the District 
Funds, should in Lower Canada be paid out of the consolidated revenue. 
They were also compelled to assume a share of the public debt of Upper 
Canada, amounting to £1,179,949. While members from Upper Canada maintain, 
that the debt, was incurred in the construction of public improvements, 
equally beneficial to Lower Canada, members from Lower Canada maintain the 
reverse. Both are in error respecting this debt; whatever amount was 
expended in Canals, Harbors, and that class of public works which promote 
trade and yield a revenue will, no doubt, hereafter prove equally bene- 
ficial to Lower Canada; but she has no interest in the expenditure on 
local works not productive. From a careful examination of this expend- 
iture, it may be thus classed: 

No. 1.--Provincial Works, including Welland, St. Lawrence and Burlington 


Bay Canals 2ts bes.» eee (Gin ol secs ee sBen se te see eeeaboesU4TeO ® 
No. 2.--Light Houses, Harbors, on which there had 
been expended £.,.. now valued abhees.. Teg. 2... canes ec JOSOIGROEU 


No. 3.--Roads and Bridges which cost £254,187, 
Valued. Ate so ce cic © cts ele ere meee oe ein ein cise ere ietce eo io OOO 
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£929,949 0.0 


ES oad SS Gira cle ghee els edie Se hn aren ise oe Mee ats £250,000 0 0 
Te mai aCe ied be a eta Marsh c Acta tel Crannle nko ere Srerwre we halle a ats 1,179,946 (sic) 0 oi91 
which Lower Canada could not be called to pay any portion of. The next 


point is to ascertain how this revenue has been disposed of since the 
Union. I have not yet a correct statement prepared to shew the precise 
amount expended in either Province, but feel convinced a large balance 
will be found in favour of Upper Canada.193 at the union, the tavern 
licenses formed part of the consolidated fund, and belonged to it as 
much as the import duties. Butl94 this fund is taken out of the general 
revenue and placed at the disposal of the Municipal Councils!95 in Upper 
Canadal9® for local objectst because Upper Canada contributed more to it 
than Lower Canada.198 The losses in Upper Canada being first paid out 
of this branch of the general revenue, the effect of which is to relieve 
Upper Canada of two thirds of the tax paid into the general revenue, at 
the same time that she says (sic) only two-fifths of the losses. The amount 
in Upper Canada being 240,000, and in Lower Canada £100,000. If the 
losses ought to be paid out of the general revenue of the country, Lower 
Canada is justly entitled to her proportion as well as Upper Canada. You 
have no other means than the Consolidated Fund, or direct taxation; no 
subterfuge can change or evade this position, the truth of which has been 
fully demonstrated. This fund contributed to the payment of the interest 
of the public debt, of which Lower Canada pays her proportion; it was there- 
fore unjust to diminish that fund until the debt was first paid off.-- 
Another financial error and wrong was done to Lower Canada in the case of 
the excise on whiskey. It was not the present Government who paid those 
claims, but the late Government, who200 | in order to relieve Upper Canada 
from this expenditure, of paying a part of the administration of Justice, 
from her District assessments ... determined ... to pay out of the con- 
solidated revenue.? Then another manoeuvre was performed: by the Union 
Act the administration of justice was paid out of the consolidated fund, 
and administration of justice of Canada was charged on the same fund, and, 
to make up the amount required, imposed a duty on whiskey, and introduced 
into Canada, for the first time, a system of excise. That duty on whiskey 
was, in fact, nothing else than a duty on coarse grains. Of this tax, 
Lower Canada had to pay the same proportion as Upper Canada, though the 
whole of the charge ought, by the compact, to fall on Upper Canada202, 
thus depriving her of any advantage whatever received by her previous to 
the Union, and evading the terms of the Union Act as effectually as in 
the case of the Tavern Licenses.293 Since the Union, the import duties 
had been increased from 24 per cent to above 8% per cent, and this avowed- 
ly for the completion of public improvements; but had anything like the 
same proportion been expended in Lower Canada as in Upper Canada, in local 
improvements? No.204 TI have thus proved from official returns and docu- 
ments=— 

lst. That prior to the Union, Lower Canada received one-third more 
revenue than Upper Canada. 

2nd. That at that time of the Union, the only equivalent conceded 
to Lower Canada for this one-third was the payment of that part of the 
administration of Justice which had and continued to be paid in Upper 
Canada, out of the different districts. 

3rd. That since the Union, Lower Canada has paid a proportion of the 
interest on the public debt of Upper Canada which had been created before 
the Union. 


4th. That although the taxes on Imports, Excise, Banks, é&c., were 
increased for the avowed object of constructing Public Improvements, 
Lower Canada has not received her proportion of this expenditure. 

Seheelhat eeeawasmeanbrEeachmonera: Eheandea avslolatlOnm One EM emNUTEaLonmeACier 
to diminish the Consolidated Fund by transferring the Tavern Licenses for 
district purposes, before the Public Debt was first paid off; and, 

6thly. That still greater injustice was done to Lower Canada by de- 
priving her of the only equivalent she retained for her one-third of the 
revenue before the Union, by increasing the tax on whiskey or coarse grain, 
and thereby imposing an equal tax on her for the payment of the administra- 
tion of Justice as in Upper Canada. If this statement be true, I hope 
we shall hear no more of injustice to Upper Canada, on the subject of the 
revenue.299 And it was for that reason he was prepared to pay the Rebellion 
Losses for Lower Canada out of the Consolidated Fund.< The next point, 
or question to examine, is the class or description of persons who are 
entitled to indemnity. From the language of honourable gentlemen opposite, 
you would take it for granted the payment of those losses had originated 
with the present Adminstration. This is as foreign from the truth, as that 
the Upper Canadian losses were paid out of the District and not the Pro- 
vincial funds. When the present Ministry were first in power, they refused 
to bring forward the payment of the war losses, on the ground that the 
Provincial revenue would not admit of it; but when the late Ministry came 
into power, they entertained different views, and passed a Bill for the 
payment of those losses in Upper Canada, against which I voted throughout, 
on the ground that we would be compelled to pay similar losses in Lower 
Canada, which I apprehended would amount to some three or four hundred 
thousand pounds; but I am glad to find they do not exceed one hundred 
thousand.--That Bill was passed, and an address to enquire into the amount 
of claims in Lower Canada also. Commissioners were appointed, and the 
class or description of claimants clearly designated in the instructions 
of the Provincial Secretary20/ that they should pay all who were not ex- 
cluded by evidence furnished by the courts of law, as having been engaged 
in the Rebellion.208 The same rule was adhered to here as in Upper Canada, 
and in my judgment it was wise and judicious. How were they to discrimin- 
ate, and could we draw an odious and invidious distinction, at this late 
day, to create dissatisfaction? We trust all are now good and loyal subjects; 
it is our duty to keep them so, and not disturb the harmony which now 
happily prevails. From the results of my own personal experience, I 
feel it would be very difficult to draw those delicate distinctions be- 
tween those called loyal and disloya1?99 at the time of the Rebellion#19. 
Although I was among those who first established the outpost at Fort Erie, 
and had the charge of the civil arrangements on the frontier until the 
arrival of Sir Allan from Hamilton, I neither escaped censure nor suspicion. 
The Magistrates in the Niagara District did not send a single man to gaol, 
when it was reported upwards of 1500 had been arrested in the Home District. 
Those who had left home*!1 and ... fled over to the other side of the lines 
were sent for and requested to come back, and instead of making them rebels 
they tired to make them subjects, and now there were not more loyal men 
in the country than there was in his District, and this showed the danger 
of discriminating. 21 His representations to the Governor prevented the 
useless calling out of the militia, and this brought on him the dislike 
of some officers who were receiving pay.213 No armed force was raised 
after the evacuation of Navy Island; after all danger had passed away, the 
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militia continued to be harrassed, and every means resorted to keep up 
the excitement; the most absurd reports were circulated by those whose 
interest was to keep employed, and paid. In the next session a Bill was 
introduced, to compel every voter to make oath he did not belong to a 
Hunter's Lodge. On its first introduction, I moved to read it that day 
six months, denouncing the attempts made to keep up this feeling of 
hostility through the country, when I did not believe a single society 
existed. I carried my motion by a large majority. I was then informed 
by my hon. friend from Hamilton that information was lodged with the 
Governor, that I had attended one of those Hunter's Lodges. I very 
kindly procured a letter which had been written from an influential 
individual, in which I was alluded to. I called with the letter on the 
Governor, Sir George Arthur, to learn what for the representation had 
been made, and found, to my great surprise, that spies and informers 
had been employed, who had themselves entrapped and implicated, by the 
grossest perjury, some of the most loyal and best men in my District; 
although the letter referred to, had not the _remotest connection with 
those mentioned, it had been so interpreted. “14 Or He took the letter 
to the Governor, and told him that there were spies about the country, 
doing more harm than the rebels¢l15, A public investigation was moved for 
immediately, and His Excellency, the Right Hon. Poulett Thompson, by mess- 
age, disclaimed the existence of any societies of the kind, and the matter 
was brought to an end.--but, had I not from circumstances, been placed in 
a public situation, where I had the power to institute an investigation, 

I should, with many others equaily innocent, have been liable to the im- 
putation of disloyalty. This circumstance, with repeated opportunities 

of discovering the motives which governed those who had little brief 
authority at the time, conving¢es my mind of the impossibility of dis- 
criminating at this late day. As it was, there had never been any- 
thing more about rebellion or Hunter's Lodges in that part of the country. 
On this head, then, he wished to follow the course of the late Government. 
It was absolutely necessary, too, that this question should be disposed 
of, for it was clear no government could be usefully carried on, so long 
as the bitter feeling which had been manifested in that debate should con- 
tinue to exist.21/7 Mutual concessions must be made by the inhabitants of 
both parts of the country, if we are to realize any beneficial results 
from the Union; and I feel confident, Mr. Speaker, that when the adminis- 
tration has the opportunity to bring these financial measures under the 
consideration of the House, it will be found that a sound and ample re- 
source has been provided to pay off the Provincial debt, in a reasonable 
time--a measure in which capitalist and the country will alike repose con- 
fidence.--After this debt is paid, then, and not until then, will the 
inhabitants of Lower Canada receive a full equivalent for their present 
increased duties.“1% He hoped hon. members from Canada West would bear 
this in mind; then there would be a continuance of peace which now reigned 
in the Province, and Lower Canada“! will then realize the full advantages 
of the Union, to which they will be indebted for this additional revenue; 
in the meantime, it is but an act of partial justice to pay those losses, 
and, when correctly understood, it wiJl receive the cordial approval of . 
every person who desires the tranquillity and prosperity of the country. 20 


MR. WATTS complimented the hon. member for Huron on his eulogium of the 
hon. and gallant knight, whom he had been pleased to call his leader. He 
would allude to the statement of the hon. and gallant knight, who had said 
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the hon. member for Montreal should give away his pay. The hon. gentle- 
Man eu ( (proceeded) ) to say something of the pay the hon. and gallant 
knight had received?+ 


: Dee 
MR. MORIN the SPEAKER ordered the galleries to be cleared. 
(88) 
On motion of the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin, seconded by 
the Honorable i. Price, 


Ordered, That the Debate be further adjourned till Monday next, and be then 
the ftrst Order of the day. 
Words of Heat. Mr. he hee, having informed the House, That, 


according t informatton he had recetved, a hostile 
meeting was tntended between Mr. Soltettor General Blake and the Honorable 
Mr. Macdonald, two of the Members of thts House, tn consequence of some 
words of heat whteh had passed in the Debate of this day, but whteh had 
not been taken nottce of at the time, and that he had sgh § RICH sent 
a message to Mr. Blake to eome to the Chatr; and Mr. Blake and Mr. Mac- 
donald not betng found tn the House; 

The Serjeant at Arms went wtth the Mace, by Order of the House, to the 
lodgings of Mr. Blake and Mr. Macdonald, to requtre thetr tmmedtate attend- 
ance tn thetr places. 

The Honorable Mr. Macdonald took hts place tn the House. 
The Serjeant at Arms reported that Mr. Blake could not be found. 

The Honorable Mr. Macdonald submitted himself to the House, and declared 
that he would be in hts place at the next sitting; and that in the meantime 
no colltston would take place. 





ye 


+ 


On motton of the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin, seconded by 
the Honorable Mr. Badgley, 


Ordered, That Mr. Speaker do tssue hts Warrant the Serjeant at Arms, or 
his Deputy, to take tnto his custody William Hume Blake, Esquire, and 
that he be brought to the House tn custody. 


Orders Ordered, That the rematning Orders of the day be 
deferred. postponed unttl Monday next. 


Then, on motton of Mr. Laurin, seconded by Mr. Cauchon, 


The House adjourned. 


FOOTNOTES: 16 FEBRUARY 1849. 
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"No admissions to the gallery were allowed till twelve o'clock." 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 19 February 1849. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 19 Febru- 
ary 1849; GLOBE, 21 February 1849, HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 February 1849, 
ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 22 February 1849, and BRITISH COLONIST, 20 Febru- 
ary 1849, in identical accounts; PILOT, 19 February 1849, with a shorter 
account, and GLOBE, 24 February 1849, in identical accounts, parts of which 
are identical to GLOBE, 21 February 1849, HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 February 
1849, ST. CATHARINES JOURNAL, 22 February 1849, and BRITISH COLONIST, 20 
February 1849; and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 23 February 1849, noted the debate. 
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The debate on this matter was reported by: L'AVENIR, 24 February 1849; 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 19 February 1849, and HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 February 
1849, in identical accounts; PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 23 February 1849, 

in a very abbreviated account; PILOT, 19 February 1849, GLOBE, 24, 

28 February 1849, and PROVINCIALIST, 1 March 1849, in identical accounts, 
except that GLOBE, 24 February, omitted one speech, the account of GLOBE, 
28 February, is abbreviated, and PROVINCIALIST omitted a number of speeches; 
PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 23 February 1849, which acknowledged its source as 
MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT, and BRITISH WHIG, 19 February 1849, noted the debate 
while HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 February 1849, acknowledging MONTREAL GAZETTE 
as its source, gave a brief outline of the debate. A commentary may be 
found in STANSTEAD JOURNAL, 22 February 1849. The HAMILTON SPECTATOR will 
be reproduced instead of the identical but difficult to read MONTREAL 
GAZETTE. 
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138. PILOT, 19 February 2649. 

159. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 February 1849. 

160. PILOT, 19 February 1849. 

161. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 February 1849. 

162. PILOT, 19 February 1649. 

163. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 February 1849. 

164. PILOT, 19 February 1849. 

165. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 February 1849. 

166. PILOT, 19 February 1849. 

167. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 February 1849. 

168. PILOT, 19°February 1249) 

169. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 February 1849. 

170. PILOT, 19 February. 1649. 

171. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 February 1849. 

172. PILOT, 26 February 1869; 

173. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 February 1849. 

174. PILOT, 26 February 1649. 

175. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 February 1849. 

176. PILOT, 26 February 1849. 

177. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 February 1849. In PILOT, 26 February 1849, 
this is given as £91,711. 

178. PILOT, 26 February 1849. 

179. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 February 1849. 

180. IBiD. 

181. In PILOT, 26 February 1849, changes have been made in the figures 
Merritt quoted, in order to make sense of the rest of the phrase the 
lower figure is used. Merritt had obviously erred in his calculations, 
because in the revised edition Cayley's corrected figure is given instead. 

182. PILOT, 26 February 1849: 

183. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 February 1849. 


184. 
LGD, 
186. 
187. 
188. 
169. 
190. 
uO 2 
ies 
193. 
194. 
195. 
196. 
Ly. 
436. 
oo. 
200. 
ZO. 
202. 
203. 
204. 
pis 
206. 
207 « 
208. 
209. 
2.0. 
eit. 
212. 
rhe 
214. 
> 
216. 
Lad. 
213. 
Zi0% 
220 
SLs 
222. 
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GLOBE, 28 February 1849. 

PILOT, 26 February 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 February 1849. 
GLOBE, 28 February 1849. 

PILOT, 26 February 1849. 

GLOBE, 28 February 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 February 1849. 
PILOT, 26 February 1849. The ellipsis represents an illegible word. 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 February 1849. 
PILOT, 26 February 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 February 1849. 
PILOT, 26 February 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 February 1849. 
PILOT, 26 February 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 February 1849. 
PILOT, 26 February 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 February 1849. 
PILOT, 26 February 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 February 1849. 
PILOT, 26 February 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 February 1849. 
PILOT, 26 February 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 February 1849. 
PILOT, 26 February 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 February 1849. 
PILOT, 26 February 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 February 1849. 
PILOT, 26 February 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 February 1849. 
GLOBE, 28 February 1849. 

PILOT, 26 February 1849. 

GLOBE, 28 February 1849. 

PILOT, 26 February 1849. 

GLOBE, 28 February 1849. 

PILOT, 26 February 1849. 

GLOBE, 28 February 1849. 

PILOT, 26 February 1849. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 February 1849. 
SSB) 


MONDAY, 19 FEBRUARY 1849. 


(88) 
Words of Heat. THE Serjeant at Arms reported, That in obedtence 
to the Warrant of Mr. Speaker, of Friday last, he 
had taken tnto hts custody Wirlitam Hume Blake, Esquire, a Member of the 
House, and that he was now awatting the pleasure of the House 
Mr. Blake appearing at the bar of the House, explained as to his not 
coming to the Chatr on Friday last. 
And Mr. Blake and the Honorable Mr. Ma 
elared that they submttted themselves to t 
further would ensue tn consequence of anyt 


edonald respectively having de- 
he House, and that nothing 
hing whteh had happened; 


On motton of the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin, seconded by 
Str Allan N. MacNab, 


Resolved, That the explanation of William Hume Blake, Esqut tre, for hts 
apparent neglect to attend the call of Mr. Speaker, on Friday last, 
betng satisfactory, he be dtscharged from the custody of the Ser- 
jeant at Arms. 





British Amertcan Mr. Speaker latd before the House, Return of the 
Fire and Life British Amertcan Fire and Ltfe Assurance Company, 
Assurance recetved tn conformtty to an Order of thts House, 
Company . of the 25th ulttumo. 

Appendix (P.) For the satd Return, see Appendtx (P.) 

Toronto _Gene- And also, Statement of the Recetpts and Expenses 
ral Hospttal. of the Toronto General Hospttal, for 1848, pursuant 
to the Act 10 dot] Viewwsin 7. 

Appendix (M. M.) For the satd Statement, see Appendtx (M. M.) 
Pettttons The followtng Petitions were severally brought 
brought _ up. up, and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. Smtth, of Frontenac,--The Petttton of George Webster, one of 
the Messengers of the House. 

By the Honorable Mr. Boulton,--The Petttton of James Graham and others, 
of the County of Norfolk. 

By Mr. Maedonald, of Glengarry,--The Petition of the Reverend Denis 
Begley and others, the Catholie Clergyman and Latty of the Partsh of 
Alexandrta. 

By Mr. Holmes,--The Petttton of Ge ae D. Watson, on behalf of the 
Board of Management of the Merchants' Exchange and Reading Room Assocta- 
tion; and the Petttton of the St. Michel Road Company. 

By Mr. Meyers,--The Petitton of John John Thomas and others, of the Village 
and vicinity of Colborne; the Petittton of John M. Grover and others, of the 
Village and vtetnity of Colborne; the Petttton of Samuel S. Cole, of the 


(89) 
Village of Colborne, in the Dtstrict of Neweastle; and the Petttton of the 
Muntetpal Counetl of the Dtstrict of Neweastle (Assessments. ) 
By Mr. Brooks,--The Petttton of the Counetl of the Munictpaltty of 
Sherbrooke. 
By Mr. M'Connell,--The Petitton of Ichabod Smtth and others, Trustees 





vad 


of the Stanstead Semtnary; and the Petttton of Auldin Plunly, of the Town- 
htp of Hatley. 

By Mr. Polette,--The Petttton of P. Vezina, Esquire, and others, Dele- 
gages from the vartous Townshtps in the District of Three Rivers, and others 
of the Town of Three Rivers. 

By Mr. Fortter,--The Petttton of G. Chatilter and others, of the 
Parish of St. Pterre les Becquets, County of Nicolet. 

By Mr. Chauveau,--The Petttton of the Muntetpal Counctl of the County 
Quebec (Munictpal Councetl Act); the Petttton of Joseph Bedard, Esqutre, 
and others, Censttatres of the County of Quebec: and the Petttton of Joseph 
Bedard, Esquire, and others, of the County of Quebec. 

By Mr. Lemteux,--The Petttton of the Reverend J. D. Déztel and others, 
of the Partsh of Potnt Levy, County of Dorchester. 

By Mr. Johnson,--The Petttton of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District 
of Ottawa. 

By Mr. Soltettor General Drummond,--The Petition of P. B. Dumoultin, 
Esquire, of Three Rivers. 

By Mr. Notman,-~-The Petttton of Franklin Chadsey and others, of the 
Tounshtp of Dorchester; and the Petttton of the Muntetpal Counetl of the 
District of London (Usury Laws). 


By Mr. Lyon,--The Petttton of George B. Rae and others, of the Toun- 
ship of Slemenee: the Petttion of Willtam ; R. wae Iyon, of Rtehmond, Dts- 


triet of Dalhousie, Merchant; the Petition of Janes Malvagh and others, 
of Nepean, County of Carleton; and the Petttton ion of Janes Breakridge and 
others, of the Townships of Russell and Cumberland. 

By the Honorable Mr. Merritt,--The Petttton of the Prestdent, Dtrectors, 
and Stockholders of the Grimsby Harbour Company. 

By Mr. Sauvageau,--The Petition of the Reverend_C. L. Vinet and others, 
of the Partsh of St. Constant. 

By Mr. Cauchon,--The Petttton of Ettenne Stmard and others, of the 
Partsh of Chateau Richer, County of Montmorency. 


Pettttons read. Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following 
Pettttons were read:-- 
Of Hammett Pinhey, Esquire, Warden, on behalf of the Muntetpal Counerl 


of the District of Dalhouste; praying that the privilege of erecting a 
Toll Brtdge over the River Rideau between_Neapean and Gloucester, may 
not be granted to Bradtsh Billings, Esqutre. 

Of the Brtttsh American Land Company; praying that certain addtttonal 
powers be granted to them. 

Of Pterre Ignace Déry and others, of the Partsh of St. Raymond, and 
of the County of Portneuf; praying for certain changes in the Seigniorial 
Tenure. 

Of Thomas A. Young, of the City of Quebec, Esquire, praying payment 
of a certain amount due htm for four years’ salary as Audttor Gomera 6 of 
Publte Aecounts for Lower Canada. 

f George Poapst and others, of the ninth Concesston of Cornwall; 
praying that a certain survey in the satd Towunshtp made by John S. Bruce, 
Esqutre, be confirmed. 

Of Joseph Botvint and others, of Quebec; representing that they are of 
the number of those whose houses were destroyed by the Ftres of 1845, and. 
that they have not been able to avatl themselves of the relvef afforded 
by the Denbentures tssued for that purpose; and praying for atd. 
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f b tmour and Company, and others, of the City of 
Quebec; praying that the Act 11 Vite. ec. 1 may be amended, by reducing the 
tax on head- -money imposed upon Emigrants. 
OF: Ephratim Knight, Esquire, and others, of the County of Misstssquotl, 
Members of the Order of Rechabites; praying for an Act of Incorporatton. 
Of Joseph Charland and others, Counetllors of the Village of Chrtstte- 
tlle, County of Rouvtlle; praying for certain anendments to the Muntctpal 
ounetl Act. 

Of the Trustees of the Longueutl and Chambly Turnptke Road; praytng 
for an exclusive right of Ferry to a limited extent. over the River St. 
Lawrence, and. that they be authorized to borrow a certain sun to butid 
SS ie 





y of Montreal, Esquire; praying paymen 


v ~ 


the late Muntetpal Counetl of the District 





v 
n Langevin, see: so Cr 
Om amount due ht y 


lal 


oh the Reverend Charles Baneroft and others, of the Muntetpaltty of 
St. John Dorchester, County of Chambly; praying for certatn amendments 
to the Common School Law. 

Of the St. Lawrence and Atlantic Ratlroad Company ; praying for public 
provinetal atd upon such terms and conditions as the House may deem fit. 

Of HE. Glackneyer, ane % and others, of the City and. pietrict oy 
Mo ontreal; and of Thomas Tatt, Esquire, and others, of the Distrtet of St. 
Franets; praying atd tn Benet of the_St. Lawrence and Atlantte Ratilroad 
Company . 

Of the Prestdent and Directors of the New Ctty Gas Company of Montreal; 
praying for an tnerease of thetr Capital Stock, for further powers, and 
for certatn amendments to thetr Act of Incorporation. 

Of the Munictpal Counetl of the District of Simcoe; and of Abner 
Hurd and others, of the Townshtp of Roach; praying that no dtviston may 
be made of the Home Dtstrtct, as prayed for. 

Of the Munvetpal Counetl of the Home District; praying for certatn 
alterattons tn the appointment and eRe or salartes, of certain Dts- 
trict Offteers, and for certatn amendments to the Townshtp Officers and 
Muntetpal Counetl Act. 

Of Issac Travts and others, of the Townships of East and North Gwtl- 
Limbury; ; and of Alexander Hossack and others, of the Township of West — 
Zorra; praying for the adoptton of measures to obtain the repeal of the 
Impertal Act Pe tere to the Clergy Reserves; and for the abolttton of the 
Rectortes; and the funds artsing therefrom may be devoted to purposes of 
general utility. 

Of James Platt, Esqutre, Mayor, and others, of the City of Oswego, in 
the State of New York, and others; praying for the passing of an Act to 
tneorporate certatn persons for the construction of a Ratlroad from 
Toronto to Lake Huron, as pettttoned for. 

Of Mrs. E. M. Aylwin and others Ladies composing the Committee of the 
Lower Town Infant School of Quebee; praytng for atd tn behalf of the satd 
school. 

Of the Right Reverend the Lord Btshop of Montreal, and others, of 
the City of Quebec; praying for the adoption of measures to render the 
Common Gaol of the District of Quebec more adequate to the object for whtch 
tt ts tntended. 

Of Matthew Seott and others, of the Township of Norwich, District of 
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Brock; praying that no dtviston of the satd District, as petitioned for, 
be granted. 

Of Thomas Atkinson, senior, and others, of the Townshtp of Nelson, 

tstrtct of Gore; praying that no alteratton be made tn the limits of 
the satd District. 

Of Thomas Katns, Esquire, and others, of the County of Two Mountatns ; 
praying that the seat of Judicature for the satd County may be restored to 
St. Andrews. 

Of Henry Smith, Esqutre, and others, of Grimsby and other Townshtps 
praytng for “for the passing of an Act to authorize the formation of a Plank 
or Macadamized Road from the City of Hantlton, by a certain route, ae 


(90) 
Waterloo Ferry, in the District of Ntagara. 

Of James Jantson and others, of the Dtstrtet of Vtetorta; praying 
for the passing of an Act to prevent all persons from withholding the 
natural stream of the River Motra, and tts trtbutartes, more than four 
hours tn each day, without the consent of parttes owntng Mills below 
them upon such stream. 

Of Willtam Workman, Esquire, and others, of the City of Montreal; 
praying that the Revenue of the Province may be leas chtefly by Duttes 
on Imports, so as afford the greatest amount of tnetdental protectton 
to home industry. 

Of Michel Hamel, juntor, and others, of the Partsh of § . Foye; 
praying that the Coves depending from the satd Parish may not yo tn- 
eluded within the limits of the City of Quebec. 

Of Francts M. Htll, Esqutre, Mayor, and others, Citizens of Kingston; 
praying that no appropriation be made out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund 
for the payment of the Rebellion Claims of Lower Canada. 

Of the Reverend M. Lalor and others; pr aying that suttable provtston 
be made for the Coll lege of Regtopolts. 

Of J. Bedard and others, of the Town of Bytown; praying for certain 
amendments to the Act tneorporating the satd Town. 

Of Thomas Corcoran; comp Latning that he has been de 
ence to cut timber on the limits, and refused a new ltcence, by whtch 
he has suffered loss and damage, and praytng an enquiry tnto the matter, 


and that ig may be AO as af found worthy upon such enqutry. 





Of the Reverend gener 2. H. Ntcholls, on behalf of the Counetl of Brs- 
hop's College at Lennoxvil 3 praying atd for the satd College. 


Of G. Bs Hall and Breed of the Town of Peterborough; praying for 
the passing of an Act to tneorporate the satd Town. 

Of the Reverend Louts Théodore Bernard and others, of the Parish of 

Beauport, County of Quebee; praying that no tavern or other licence for 

the sale of spirttuous Liquors be granted for the satd Parish. 

Of John W. Shackleton and others, of the Western District; praytng 
for aid to improve the road leading north-westerly from the Rondeau 
Harbour. 


Of the Reverend Michael Brennan and others, the Roman Catholic Clergy- 
man and Latty of the Town of Belleville; praying that suttable provtston 


be made for the College of Regtopolts. 

Of Henry Morgan and others, of Binbrook and Saltfleet; praying j 
the passing of an Act to authorize the format ton Of a Plank or Mae eacntied 
Road from the Ctty of Hamtlton, by a certatn route, to Waterloo Ferry, in 


780 


the District of Niagara. 
Of the Corporation of the Montreal General Hospttal; praying for an 
tnereased atd. 

Of John G. Mackenzte, Esquire, Prestdent of the City Bank; praying 
he House to authorize a reductton of the value of the shares of the said 
ank, and for an extenston of the time granted for the inerease of tts 
apttal Stock. 

Of John S. M'Cord, Esquire, and others, members of the Montreal Hortt- 
cultural Socetty; praying for an Act of Incorporatton. 

Of Hollts Smith and others, of the Town and vtctntty of Sherbrooke; 
praying for the repeal of certatn Acts tn so far as they tnterfere with 
the efftetent working of the Act 10 and 11 Vie. ec. 7 for the establtsh- 

in Lower Canada, and for the 


ment of Local and Muntctpal authortt 
enactment of a general Road Law. 

Of the Corporation of Btshop's College at Lennoxville; praying that 
the privtlege of granting Degrees as well tn Divinity as tn the Arts and 
Faculttes, be conferred upon the satd College. 

Of George S. Tiffany, Esqutre, and others, of the City of Hamilton; 
praytng atd for the construction of a line of Ratlway from Quebec to 
Windsor, at the western limit of the Provtnee. 

Of Thomas Lottrtdge and others, of the Ctty of Hantlton, and the 
adjacent Tounshtps; praying for the passing of an Act to preserve the 
Fish within the waters of Burlington Bay, by tmposing an tncreased 
penalty, and gtving further powers to the Justices of the Peace. 

Of Messteurs Greene and Sons and others, Furrters and Hatters; pray- 
tng for a rectprocal rate of Duttes with the Untted States on all tmports 
of manufactured furs and hats the productton of satd States and import- 
ed from thence, or that a Duty be tmposed at the same rate as ts now 
levied by satd States. 

Of Hts Grace the Archbishop of Quebec, and the Roman Catholte Bishops 
of Lower Canada; praytng to be tneorporated tn thetr respective Dtoceses, 
tn the same manner as were the Bishops of Kingston and Toronto by the 
ACT +6, VTC. eee 

Of H. J. Noad, Esquire, and others, the Directors of the Quebec For- 
warding Company; praying for an Act of Incorporatton. 

Of Alphonso Wells, Esqutre; praying to be allowed to prove hts claim 
for services performed by htm as Commtsstoner on the part of Canada to 
determine the Boundary Line between Canada and New Brunswick, and for 
payment of the satd claim. 

Of Mrs. _Angéltque Hodgens, of the Parish of Berthter, District of 
Montreal, widow of the late Antotne Gazatlle dit St. Germain praying 
tndemtfteatton for loss sustained by her during the Troubles of 1837. 

Of Willtan Evans, of Cote St. Paul, Partsh of Montreal; praying 
compensation for hts services tn the promotton of agricultural tmprove- 
ments tn Canada, and for loss tneurred thereby. 

Of the Prestdent, Directors, and Stockholders of the Streetsville 
Plank Road Company; praying for an extenston of thetr Charter. 


°. 
© 
ip) 


MR. FLintt presented a petition from the Victoria District, against 
the passage of Mr. LaFontaine's resolutions for the payment of the 
Rebellion Claims. 
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(90) 
Gallery of the Str Allan NW. MaeNab moved, seconded by Mr. Prince, 
House. and the Questton betng proposed, That the Doorkeeper 


be dtreeted to allow free access to the Gallertes 
of thts House to all persons destrous of entering the same. 


SIR A. MACNAB, COL. PRINCE, COL. GUGY, and several other Members spoke 
against the present system, and in favor of throwing the galleries open 
to all persons after 4, P. M.3 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN, MR. BOULTON, and MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS were 
against changing the present system. 


COL. GUGY alluded to "a fellow named McNamee" as being the person who 
had commenced the row on Thursday evening.° 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS immediately rose, and rebuked the Colonel for 
the impertinent manner in which he alluded to Mr. McNamee, and declared 
that it could be proved, if necessary, by several respectable witnesses 
that the person who commenced the disturbance was a friend and prominent 
supporter of the honorable gentlemen opposite. He would not name hin, 
or call him a "fellow", because he thought that it was exceedingly 
cowardly and improper for members of that House to take advantage of 
their position and insult individuals below the bar, who had no oppor- 
tunity of defending themselves. © 


COL. PRINCE.--rose ... to know if the Inspector-General meant to apply 
the word "cowardly" to him.’ 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS had not applied it personally to the honorable 
member, but if he thought it would apply to his conduct, he was at liberty 
to make the application. 


COL. PRINCE said he was satisfied.? 


In the same discussion COL. GUGY ... ((complained about)) the suppres- 
sion of his speeches by some of the city journals, and by this especially; 
and eouneneS of the great inconvenience to which he was subjected there- 
by. 


(90) 

The Honorable Mr. Cameron, of Kent, moved in amendment to the Questton, 
seconded by Mr. Cauchon, That all the words after "That" to the end of the 
Question, be left out, and the words "the Order of Mr. Speaker, that ad- 
misston to the Gallery should only be by Ticket, (of whitch a certatn number 
are furntshed by Members,) should be matntatned," added tnstead thereof. 

Str Allan N. MacNab moved in amendment to the satd proposed Amendment, 
seconded by Mr. Smith, of Frontenac, That the words "ttli after seven 
o'clock, when the publte will be admitted to as many seats as may be 
vacant" be added at the end thereof. 

And the Questton being put, That those words be there added; the House 
dtvtded: and the names betng called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 

YEAS. 

Messteurs Badgley, Brooks, Cayley, Christte, Crysler, Dtekson, Hgan, 

Flint, Gugy, Hall, Macdonald of KINGSTON, Str Allan N. 





aa 
/ 
uv 


MacNab, Malloch, 
M'Connell, M'Lean, Meyers, Prince, Robinson, Seymour, Smith of FRONTENAC, 
Stevenson, and Wilson.--(22.) 
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NAYS. 

Messteurs Armstrong, Attorney, General Baldwin, Bell, Soltettor General 
Blake, Boulton of NORFOLK, Bouthtliter, Burritt, Cameron of KENT, Cartter, 
auchon, Chabot, Chauveau, Davignon, DeWttt, Soltiettor General Drummond, 
Duchesnay, Dumas, Fergusson, Fortier, Fournier, Guillet, Hincks, Holmes, 
Johnson, Attorney General LaFontatne, Laterrtére, Laurin, Lemteux, Mac- 

AN 


donald of GLENGARRY, Marquis, M'Farland, Merrttt, Méthot, Morrison, 
Notman, Papineau, Polette, Price, Richards, Seott of BYTOWN, Scott of 


Cy {bg 


J 


ALCHAPAS » 
(91) 

mn 7, , ITA 7 ina a Orr an eu7 porn m>mrTr A 4 2 - 

TWO MOUNTAINS, Smtth of DURHAM, Smith of WENTWORTH, Taché, Thompson, 

Viger, Watts, and Wetenhall.--(48.) 


So tt passed in the Negative. 
And the Question betng put on the Amendment to the Ortgitnal Questton; 
the House dtvided:--And tt was resolved tn the Afftrmattive. 
Then the matn Questton, so amended, being put; the House dtvtded:-- 
And tt was resolved tn the Afftrmattve. 
Resolved, That the Order of Mr. Speaker, that admtsston of the Gallery 
should only be by Ticket, (of whtch a certain number are furntshed 
to Members,) should be matntatned. 


Petition of H. Resolved, That the Petttton of Henry P. Croft and 
P. Croft _and others, of the Partsh of St. Louts de Kamouraska, 
others; be referred to a Select Committee composed of 


Mr. Taché, Mr. Marquis, Mr. Polette, Mr. Four- 
niter, and Mr. Méthot, to examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon 
wtth all conventent speed; wtth power to send for persons, papers, and 
records. 








Of B. Workman Resolved, That the Petition of Benjamtn Workman, 
and others; Esqutre, and others, of the City of Montreal 


and tts vtcintty, be referred to a Select Com- 
mittee composed of Mr. Holmes, Mr. Nelson, Mr. Notman, Mr. Soltcttor 
General Drwnmond, the Honorable Mr. Badgley, Mr. Richards, and Mr. So- 
ltettor General Blake, to examine the contents thereof, and to report 
thereon wtth all conventent speed; wtth power to send for persons, papers, 
and records. 


Of H. Smith Resolved, That the Petttton of Henry Smith, Es- 
and others; qutre, and others, of Grimsby and other Town- 


shtps, be referred to a Select Committee com- 
posed of Mr. M'Farland, Mr. Smith, of Wentworth, Mr. Thompson, Mr. Weten- 
hall, and Sir Allan N. MacNab, to examtne the contents thereof, and to 
report thereon wtth all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, 
papers and records. 


Of H. Morgan Ordered, That the Petttion of Henry Morgan and 

and_others; others, of Binbrook and Saltfleet, be referred 
to the satd Committee. 

Of LeMesu- Resolved, That the Petttton of Messteurs LeMesurter, 

yter, Tilstone Ttlstone and Company, and others, Merchants, 

and Company; others, of the Ctty of Quebec, be referred to 


a Select Committee composed of Mr. Chabot, Mr. 
Holmes, Mr. Chrtstte, Mr. Taché, and Mr. Méthot, to examtne the contents 
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thereof, and to report thereon with all conventent speed, by Bill 
or otherwise; with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Or ae CLARK: Resolved, That the two Petittons of John Clark, 


Esqutre, on behalf of the Niagara Dt: District 
Agricultural Soctety, be referred to a Select Committee composed of 
Mr. M'Farland, the Honorable Mr. Merrttt, Mr. Watts, Mr. Wetenhall, and 
Mr. Thompson, toexamine the contents thereof, and to report thereon 
with all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and 
records. 


Of the Revd. Resolved, That the Petition of the Very Reverend 
J. Maedonald John Macdonald, Viear General of the Diocese 
and others; of Kingston, and others, of Clergy, Magistrates, 


and others of the Eastern District, be referred 
to a Select Committee composed of Mr. Macdonald, of Glengarry, Str Allan 
N. MacNab, the Honorable Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Richards, and Mr. Hall, to 
examine the contents thereof, and to report thereon wtth all conventent 
speed, by Bill or otherwtse; wtth power to send for persons, papers, 


and records. 





OF R&R. Be Burns: Ordered, That the Petition of Robert E. Burns, Es- 

Of G. Gurnett quire, and others; the Petttton of George Gurnett, 
and others; Esqutre, Mayor, and others, of the City of Toronto, 
ong B, Bowerman and others of the Home District; the Petttton 

and others; of Benjamin Bowerman and others; the Petttton of 
Or J. ee and James Platt, Esquire, Mayor, and others, of the 
others; City of Oswego, in the State of New York, and 
Of the Quebec others; the Petttton of the Literary and Hist- 
Lut. sand Hist. orteal Soetety of Quebec (Quorum); and the Pet- 
Soctety; ttion of Willtam ‘Simpson ana Abel R. Ward, of the 
Of Stimpson Village of Smith's Falls, be referred to the 

and Ward; Standing Committee on Standing Orders. 

Of B. H. Le- Ordered, That the Petition of B. H. LeMotne and 

motne and A. M. Delisle, Esquires, be referred to the 
others; Select Committee to which was referred the Pet- 


ition of J. 0. Alfred Turgeon, Esquire, and 
others, the Mayor and Councillors of the County of Terrebonne, and 
other references. 


Of M. Assel- Ordered, That the Petitton of M. Asseltine, Chatr- 
me, referred. man, on behalf of a meeting of the tnhabttants 


f Ernestown, Midland District, be referred to 
the Select Committee appointed to enqutre whether any and what Legislative 
measures can be adopted to repress the evils growing out of Intemperance, 
and another reference. 


Eighth Report The Honorable Mr. Boulton, from the Standing 
of Committee on Committee on Standing Orders, presented to the 
tanding Orders. House the Eighth Report of the satd Committee; which 


was read, as followeth:-- 

Your Commt gi have examined the Petition of the Grand River Navtgatton 
Company; of A. W. Latrd and others; of John Jacques and others; of H. G. 
Habbin and others; “of E E. C. Thomas and Tf. T. M. Stmons; of the Reverend as ae 
Lahaya and others; of the Mayor and Councillors of the City of Quebec; of 
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W. K. M'Cord and others; and of 2 Wielltams and others, and find that none 
1G these Pettttons are of such a nature as to requtre the publtcatton of 


On motton of Mr. Chauveau, seconded by Mr. Lemteux, 


Nuns of the Ordered, That the Dat Sees tll from the Legts- 
Quebec General lattve Council, intituled, "in Aet bo authnorvze 
Hospital Pro- the Communtty of the Nuns of the General Hospttal 
perty Brill. of Quebee to acquire and hold addtttonal real 


and personal property to a certain amount," 


Z was read the first time. 


Ordered, That the satd Bill be read a second time, on Friday next. 


Publte Works. Ordered, That the Annual Report of the Commtsstoners 


of Publte Works , for 1848, latd before this 
House, on Monday, the ftfth tnstant, be printed for the use of the Members 
of thts House. 














Petition ~e7 -W. Ordered, That the Petition of W. K. M’ Cord, Esqutre, 
K,_M'Cord an Ae others, of) the City oF Quebec, be printed 
others. for the use of the Members of thts House. 
Hamtlton and Ordered, That Mr. Wetenhall have leave to bring tn 
Gore Mechantcs a Btll to tneorporate the Hamtlton and Gore 
institute Bul. Mechantes' Instttute. 


He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second 
tune, on Wednesday next. 


(92) 
Impediments to Resolved, That a Select Committee composed of Mr. 
the Navigation Chauveau, Mr. Soltettor General Blake, Mr. 
below Quebec. Chabot, Mr. Méthot, the Honorable Mr. Laterrtére, 


Mr. Taché, and Mr. Egan, be appointed to enqutre 
tnto the impedtments to the safe navigation of the the River St. Lawrence 
below Quebee, and of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and into the best means 
of removing the same and otherwise tmproving such navtgatton, to report 
thereon wtth all conventent speed; wtth power to send for persons, papers, 
and records. 


On motton of Mr. Christte, seconded by Mr. Malloch, 


Publte Works. Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His 
Excellency the Governor General, praying htm to 
cause to be latd before thts House, a Return of the offtce of Public 
Works, embractng the following ttems: A spectftcatton of all Contracts 
entered tnto by the Board of Works stnce the 10th February, 1841,to the 
dist January,1849; the nature of the work contracted for; the gross amount 
of the Estimate of the Engineer; the sums of patd to the Contractors for 
werk and matertals under the contract; the sums patd above the contract 
price for any work, and the reasons for such overpayment; the amount paid 
from the expenditure on each work, forexpenses of management and support 
of the office of the Board of Works, and for salaries and allowances to 


785 


tts employés; and the amount paid for Surveys and spectal services, denoting 
the nature of each. 
Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excellency the Governor 


General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the 
Executive Counetl of thts Province. 


School of Resolved, That a Select Committee composed of the 
Navigation. Honorable Mr._Laterrtére, the Honorable Mr. 


Cameron, of Kent, Mr. Egan, Mr. Armstrong, Mr. 
Chabot, Mr. Chauveau, and Mr. Taché, be appotnted to enqutre into the 
expedtency of estabitshing a Frovinetal Sehool of Navigation at Quebec, 
tn which Ptlote' Apprenttees and Seamen of all classes should be taught 
gratuttously, and tn the French and English Languages, Mathematics, and 
the use of Nauttcal Instruments; such School betng provided with Books, 
Maps, and all other Apparatus necessary for demonstrating, explatning, 
and practising the setence aforesatd. 


Ordered, That tt be an Instructton to the satd Committee, to enqutre what 
would be the cost of a Vessel for the use of the Trinity House of 
Quebec, for attending the Ltght Houses and Depdts of Provtstons in the 
dtfferent ports of the River St. Lawrence; whether such Vessel might 
be placed at the disposal of the Professor in the satd School, jotntly 
with the Master commanding the satd Vessel, for the purpose of practtcal 
demonstratton tn the sctence aforesatd, and thus instruct the Ptlots' 
Apprentices and other puptls or seamen of all classes, in the Art of 
Navigatton; whether the puptls serving gratuttously on board such 
Vessel ought not to be victualled and provided for by the Province, or 
by the Trintty House, during the pertod of thetr so serving; and 
as to the probable cost of such an Insttitutton for the salary of the 
Professor, the Lecture-room, Books, Maps, Instruments, and the satd 
Provinetal Vessel. 


Abseconding Ordered, That Mr. Smith, of Durham, have leave to 
Debtors' Pro- bring tn a Bill to reduce the expenses of pro- 
perty Bill. ceedings, tn Upper Canada, against the property 


of absconding or concealed Debtors. 
He aceordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second 
time, on Thursday, the etghth day of March next. 


Salt Ste. Marte Ordered, That Mr. Prince have leave to bring tin 
Mining Com- a Bill to tneorporate "The Sault Satnte Marte 
pany Bull. Mining Company." 


He aecordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Wednesday next. 


Electro Magnette Ordered, That Mr. Diekson have leave to bring in a 
Telegraphs Btil. Btll to regulate the construction of, and protect 


from injury, Eleetro-Magnette Telegraphs in thts 
Province. 
He accordingly presented the said Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time, and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Monday next. 
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On motton of Mr. Lemteux, seconded by Mr. Laurtn, 


St. Anselme Resolved, That the 66th Rule of thts House be sus- 
Bridge Com- pended, so far as tt affects the introduction of a 
pany Belt. Btll to tneorporate Jean Clovis Bélanger and others, 


for the constructton of a Bridge over the River 

Etchemin, near the Church of the Partsh of St. Anselme, tn the County of 

Dorchester. 

Ordered, That Mr. Lemteux have leave to bring tn a Btll to authorize Jean 
Clovts Bélanger, Esquire, and others, to erect a Toll Brtdge over the 
River Etchemin, tn the Parish of St. Anselme, near the Church of the 
satd Parish of St. Anselme, near the Church of the satd Partsh, tn 
the County of Dorchester, and to tneorporate the satd Jean Clovis 
Bélanger and others, under the name of the "St. Anselme Bridge Com- 
pany," and for other purposes theretn menttoned. 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Friday next. 


Berthter Mu- Ordered, That Mr. Armstrong have leave to bring in 
ntetpaltttes a Bill to divtde the County of Berthter into 
BULL, two Muntetpaltttes, for Muntetpal purposes. 


He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Thursday, the first day of March next. 


Stevedores Ordered, That Mr. Chabot have leave to bring tn a 
Regulation _Btil. Bill to regulate the trade of Stevedore at the 


Port of Quebec. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second ttme, 
on Thursday, the first day of March next. 


Quebee Incor- Ordered, That Mr. Chabot have leave to bring in a 
poration Amend- Bill to amend and consoltdate the provtstons 
ment Bill. contatned in the Ordinances to corporate the City 


and Toun of Quebec, and to vest more anple powers 
tn the Corporatton of the satd City and Town. 


Rebellton The Order of the day betng read, for reswning the 

Losses. adjourned Debate upon the Amendment whtch was, on Tues- 
day last, proposed to be made to the Questton, That 

the Order of the day for the House in Committee to take into constderatton 

the necesstty of establishing the amount of Losses incurred by certatn tn- 

habttants tn Lower Canada during the Poltitteal Troubles of 1837 and 1838, 


(93) 
and of provtding for the payment thereof, be now read; 

And which Amendment was, That the words "now read" be left out, and the 
words "postponed for ten days to give time for the expression of the feel- 
tings of the Country," added tnstead thereof. 

And the Questton of the Amendment betng agatn proposed:--The House 
resumed the satd adjourned Debate.11 
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; 
MR. WATTS rose to speak, but was interrupted by Sir A. MacNab?“ 


SIR A. MACNAB rose, to a question of order, to ask the Speaker whether, 
under the provision of the Union Act, the House could originate any mea- 
sure by which any part of the Consolidated Fund was voted away without 
having first received a Message from His Excellency the Governor General. 
The hon. member read the clause of the Act relative to the granting of 
money from the Consolidated Fund, which declared that it was not lawful 
for the House of Assembly to originate or pass any such grant, until such 
grant had first been recommended by a Message from the Governor-General. 
He put it to the Speaker whether?? with this act in existence,!4 he could 
allow such a motion as was now before the House, to be put until a Message 
had been received. He considered the Speaker had no power to do so, be- 
cause he would be acting contrary to the law of the landl> and the Con- 
stitution by the Union Act. Sir Allan also held that during the debate 
no message could be received from the Governor General .16 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN said that the hon. and gallant Knight was per- 
fectly right in saying that this House could not originate a measure 
voting money until a Message had been first received. But he would find, 
by the English_practice, that the time for delivering such Message was 
not yet come. The motion now under discussion was the motion of the 
hon. member for Toronto, to postpone the consideration of the question.18 
Mr. B. then read some extracts from the Journals of the British House 
of Commons, to show that Messages in England were not sent down until 
the House was about to go into Committee, or until a motion had been 
passed resolving to go into Committee, when the Message sent down stated 
that His Majesty having been informed of the motion, recommends the 
proposed grant to the attention of the House. 19 


SIR A. MACNAB was quite well aware that such was the practice in the 
House of Commons, but that House did not dictate this one under the power 
of an Act of Parliament.29 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN said that the practice which was followed in 
England, should be followed here as closely as possible, and it had been 
followed in such matters since 18417! and he nad never heard any objection 
to it before.“ 


SIR A. MACNAB still thought that he was right. He thought2> this 
should not be treated as a party question, the Hon. Attorney General was 
right as to English practice, but the House of Commons did not act under 
the authority of an act of Parliament as this House did, an express pro- 
vision of which was that they should not originate any matter of the 
kind or appropriate any portion of the consolidated Revenue of the Crown, 
unless they had first a message from the Governor General. This motion 
was contrary to the act and he thought the speaker could not put the 
question to the House. After the measure had been actually discussed in 
the House the Governor General could not send down a message, he had no 
right to do anything which might affect the opinion of the House.24 He 
then referred to the Journals of the House of Assembly for Lower Canada, 
to show that the course he contended for had been followed there. 29 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN said that the message could be delivered immed- 
iately if the hon. member pleased. The fact was that the Inspector Gen- 
eral was ready to deliver the message the other day, when he was prevented 
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from doing so by the motion of the hon. member for Toronto, for post- 
ponement. If it was not for the motion, there would have been no incon- 
venience, but having thus gone into the general question, it was impossible 
for his friend to lay it on the table--there would, however, in reality 

be no inconvenience, as the extracts he had used from the English journals, 
shewed that the time for delivering the message was when the motion was 
made for going into committee.¢ 


MR. BADGLEY said that the terms of the Union Act were so very clear, 
that as a lawyer, he could not explain them in any other manner than that 
given by the hon. member for Hamilton. It was very clear that it was there- 
in laid down that the House could not originate any resolution for the 
appropriation of any part of the consolidated fund. Now there was no 
message before the House; and it was necessary to base the resolution on 
the message, not the message on the resolution; therefore he conceived 
that the proceedings so far were null.2/ Hon. Members had committed 
an acl ss and it was far better to retract, and go back to the proper 
course.“ 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS maintained they were not discussing the resolut- 
ions, but the postponement of them, and the time for delivering the message 
from the Governor General, would be when the House went into a committee 
of the whole on the subject of the resolutions, and the message would, as 
a matter of course, be laid before the House then. The gallant knight 
seemed to imagine that the message had been forgot; but the hon. Speaker 
was well aware that he had informed him on the day the motion for post- 
ponement was given, that he had a message to lay before the House on 
the subject.? 


MR. ROBINSON said, the proper time to have laid the message before the 
House, was prior to the discussion being entered upon. 29 


MR. ASST. COM. P. W. CAMERON said, that the original motion had not yet 
been come to; they had only the amendment before them, and it was time 
enough to deliver the Message when they were going into Committee. 


SIR A. MACNAB held that the motion of the hon. member for Toronto being 
placed among the notices, was sufficient to originate the motion, and 
desired the hon. gentlemen opposite to pause before they placed such a 
precedent on the record.--The message ought to have been delivered to 
both houses of the Legislature at the same time. 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN said the gallant knight knew perfectly well that 
all money grants originated in committee of the whole. If there were any 
irregularity in the matter, it was on the part of the hon. gentlemen 
opposite, who had moved for the postponement. When the house was moved 
into committee, then would be the time to lay the message before the 
House. 


MR. H. SMITH, of Frontenac, thought the proper time to bring the 
Message down was before the Resolutions were introduced; and referred to 
the proceedings of the House in 1846, relative to paying £4,500 to L. J. 
Papineau?4, The measure was not entertained till a message from the 
Governor General was submitted to the House. He thought the cases 
parallel; it was his opinion that if the hon. members persisted the act 
would be irregular. 35 
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COL. PRINCE though (sic) the clause of the Act referred to so plain 
and simple, that those who ran might read. It had been said no opportun- 
ity had been yet offered for laying the message before the house, but they 
had an opportunity of doing so in the Governor's Speech. (Hear, hear.) 
That would have been a good time for giving the country an opportunity of 
knowing how it was intended to fleece them. (Hear, hear.) He held that 
the fact of the notice of postponement being placed on the journals of 
the House, was originating the measure.-© No measure could originate 
for a vote of the public money, unless a message had been sent down from 
the Governor.3/ 


MR. BADGLEY thought the members opposite in error and recommended 
them to retrace their steps. 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN said that they were now merely discussing an 
amendment on the motion to go into Committee.39 


ro F 4 
MR. H. SMITH (Frontenac) said it was an order not a motion. 


MR. BADGLEY thought they could do nothing in this matter, without 
having a message. They must have a message, and then make their 
resolution a motion afterwards. If they had no message, they could not 
even make an order.4 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS said they were not discussing any resolution-- 
they were discussing a proposition from the hon. member for Toronto to 
postpone the discussion of the question for ten days. When the House 
went into Committee, the message would be delivered before the resolutions 
were prepared. He had a verbal message to deliver, and would deliver it 
at the proper time. 


COL. GUGY held that the terms of the Act were plain that no measure 
should originate unless a previous message had been received; more espec- 
ially where the passing of a measure so unconstitutional and so fraught 
with danger which many persons, beside himself, thought would be 
highly injurious to the future prosperity of the Province44 and of such 
a nature as was likely even to lead to a separation from the other 
country. 45 ((He)) read part of a speech from Lord John Russel (sic) on 
the subject of the duty of the Governor General, drawing a distinction 
between his position as Governor General and that in which he would be 
if he were an independent Governor. From this, he drew the conclusion 
that Ministers should show that the Governor General concurred with them 
in their opinion on this measure, before they proceeded with it. 

Strong doubts, he observed, were abroad, as to whether the Governor 
General entertained the same opinion on the subject as his ministers. 

The hon. gentleman alluded to the late enthusiastic meeting at the Bon- 
secours Market, and to the probability that His Excellency might, in this 
case, be commanded by his Sovereign to act in a different manner to that 
which he was advised by his ministers. As the question before the House 
was on the postponement,--if the measure had not originated, there could 
have been no question of postponement; the method of proceeding was a 
violation of the Law constituting this House. 4/ 


MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE said it was as well to tell the Hon. Member 
for Sherbrooke that they had the Governor's permission. In "44-45, when 
Mr. Papineau's claims were before the House, no Mesages (sic) had been 
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sent. 48 ((He would)) tell the hon. member for Sherbrooke once for all, 
that every measure introduced by the Ministry, would be introduced with the 
approbation of the Governor. When the honourable and gallant member for 
Hamilton was in the chair, and the same resolution was carried with res- 
pect to the Upper Canadian losses, there was no message delivered. His 
motion was only to read the order of this House. 49 


SIR A. MACNAB called for the journals. He commented on the absurdity 
of stating that nothing had been originated regarding the measure, when 
the House had been debating on the subject for a week. He asked if the 
Speaker was at liberty to allow the matter to proceed further, before a 
message had been sent down; and whether he (the Speaker) was above the 
the law?20 The resolutions for paying the Rebellion losses in Upper 
Canada was not an original proceeding. It merely gave effect to an 
act of Upper Canada, already in existence.2l He read several extracts 
from the Journals of the House shewing that it had always been the 
custom to receive a message from the Governor General, when votes of 
money were required--one extract proving, that in the case of a grant of 
money for the Army Bill Office in Lower Canada, it had been left out in 
the vote, on account of a mere clerical error, and said it was a question 
whether there was not a necessity for delivering a message to both Houses 
at the same time. 


MR. H. BOULTON said he thought at first the Hon. member for Hamilton 
was right; but he had altered his opinion, for, on reference to the 
journals he found that the passing of their own Act for the payment of 
the Rebellion Claims in Upper Canada was°23 much more opposed to the Union 
Act than the present one. The resolutions of 1844 was, in fact, directly 
in the teeth of the Union Act, for they appropriated £40,000 out of the 
tavern license funds to a certain purpose. There was no message then, 
but it was necessary however, to look at the current interputation (sic) 
of the Union Act. Now in England they would receive no petition demand- 
ing a grant until recommended by the Crown, whereas every day cart loads 
of petitions for roads, &c., came down and were received. The House 
therefore did not adopt a rigid construction of the law.> If they 
acted fully up to the Union Act--to the letter, a message would be 
necessary to originate any vote for the appropriation of public money, 
no matter how simple.25 Now here there was no proposition at present 
to appropriate any money. 26 He thought when the Speaker left the chair 
for the House to go in Committee, was time enough to deliver the message, 
for until then no vote had originated. If they wanted to entrap them, 
they should have waited until they voted in Committee, without a message 
having been received.?/ 


MR. ROBINSON disclaimed any intention of desiring to entrap Hon. 
Members opposite. 8 


MR. CHRISTIE thought the most correct plan would be to proceed de 
novo; they had a right to have the Governor's Speech in writing. 

MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS said no written message would be ease 

MR. CHRISTIE replied sharply--then we shall have it through the 
mouths of the ministers, who, I hesitate not to say, are the masters of 
His Excellency the Governor General. He (Mr. Christie) contended that 
the proposed measure was one of a heinous nature, and might probably lead 
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to a separation from the mother country. He could hardly express suf- 
ficiently his regret and contempt to hear such allusions to the manner 
in which His Excellency was governed by his advisers. °+ 

((There was)) some further discussion on the auhdieet <4 

MR. J. S. MACDONALD, of Glengarry, supported the course pursued by 
the Administration. 


MR. BADGLEY referred to the 55th clause of the Union Act, to show that 
the consolidation of the Revenue was not intended to interfere with former 
grants previously made. 64 


STR A. MACNAB sent up a motion to the chair that the motions before 
the House be withdrawn, and the measure proceeded with afresh in a proper 
manner. 


MR. WATTS resumed his speech, which had been interrupted on a former 
evening.66 He said that the gallant knight for Hamilton had stated that 
during the rebellion he had received £65 for his services, but it was 
notorious that he had received twenty times that sum. He merely alluded 
to this subject, as the hon. member was so much in the habit of attribut- 
ing to hon. members motives which he was confident did not influence then, 
and putting into their mouths, language which they had never made use of; 
so that the hon. member must not be surprised if he (Mr. W.) should remark 
on his inconsistencies every time he spoke. The manner in which the hon. 
member had attacked the Inspector General very lately was truly surprising. 
He had put into that hon. gentleman's mouth expressions which he denied, 
that he had not made use of; and yet in spite of the denial, he re-stated 
the assertions, and would scarcely allow him even an opportunity of ex- 
planation, whilst he repeated the charge again and again. In fact the 
hon. gentleman's conduct was characterised throughout this debate, by a 
most extraordinary want of moderation. He had risen to attempt a reply 
to the speech of the hon. member, but although he spoke for an hour and 
a half, was it entitled to the title of a reply? It was in reality a 
confirmation of the charges made by the Hon. member, and the long and 
short of it, seemed to be, that he had risen to make a speech about Peter 
Russel and his office. In that speech he also said that the Government 
had given the best office in the gift of the Crown, to a rebel in Montreal. 
He (Mr. W.) did not see what that had to do with the question, for if the 
man had been pardoned and were fit for office, he could not see any object- 
ion to his being given office; but he did not exactly know what office he 
alluded to. It did strike him, that the appointment alluded to by the hon. 
member, was one made by the late ministry to a rebel, in order to suit their 
party views. For the appointment itself, he would say he had not object- 
ed to it, because the man was well qualified for the office; but he, never- 
theless, did think it strange that the late ministry had absolutely sent 
into a foreign country for a person to fill the office of Prothonotary, 
and had chosen especially a man who had actually taken the oath of alleg- 
iance to that country. It was scarcely fair to charge on the present 
ministry the deeds of its predecessors, but if the hon. gentleman intended 
to find fault with the present ministry for appointing persons to office 
who were engaged in the troubles of 1837 and 1838, let him look to what 
his friends near him had done while they were in office. Besides the 
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appointment already mentioned, they had made several others of the same 
class, one of the persons so appointed having been at particular period, 
obliged to take a trip to Bermuda. Now, when that was the case it was 
rather strange, that hon. members on the Treasury Benches should be 
blamed for following the example of their predecessors. With respect 

to what had fallen from the hon. member for Sherbrooke, he (Mr. W.) 

bore willing testimony to that hon. gentleman's humanity and moderation 
at the time to which he referred, but when he went so far as to attribute 
to the Roman Catholics as a body, disloyal conduct, in his opinion that 
hon. gentleman went rather too far.67 


COL. GUGY was exceedingly glad that the hon. gentlemen had given him 
an opportunity of explaining what he had said the other day, and which 
he believed had been misunderstood.©8 He had alluded to the Marriage 
License Fund being solely made up from fees received from Protestants, who 
were almost to a man loyal, or rather, he should say, on the side of order, 
while most of those in array against the Government were French Canadians, 
and consequently Catholics; and he had thought it strange for the House 
to attempt to pay the losses occasioned by Roman Catholics from a fund 
derived exclusively from Protestants.--He never intended to draw any line 
between the persons of the two sects, and as to the loyalists being all 
Protestants, he could never have said that, or, at least, never intended 
to say it, as he knew that the Irish population was all loyal, and he had 
fought in the ranks with Irish Catholics, who were to a man loyal--as loyal 
as himself.©9 


MR. WATTS was exceedingly glad that’? he had afforded the hon. member 
an opportunity to explain, and was much pleased with his explanation. /1 
He could not conceive, however, why any allusion had been made to the 
murder of Chartrand, except for the purpose of inflaming men's minds, or, 
perhaps was ad captandum vulgas, who stood below the bar--adstant erectis 
auribus, he might say. He could not conceive what other motive could 
have actuated him; for the murderers had expiated with their lives, the 
crime they had committed. Some honorable members had said it was intend- 
ed by the ministry to pay the claims of Dr. Nelson. If that was not the 
intention of the ministry to pay the claims of any actually engaged in the 
rebellion, he would vote in favor of the ministerial proposition, in order 
that the claims of innocent people who had suffered heavy losses and whose 
claims ought to have been satisfied long ago, should be paid at length. 
Many of the Canadians who had suffered had taken no part in the Rebellion. 
In the Parish of St. Eustache, the Church of which was burnt, there were 
many loyalists; indeed, a company of loyal French Canadians there, under 
the command of Captain Globenski, took a very active part during the 
troubles there, and when the village was set on fire the houses both of 
loyalists and rebels were burnt, and he thought it too bad these persons 
should not be compensated for their own losses, and that they should be 
obliged to rebuild their Church which they had destroyed by the order 
of the Government./3 Could there be a more unjust thing than to refuse 
to pay these persons. Again on the river Richelieu, the troops had 
arrived at St. Denis and found the houses deserted by their inhabitants, 
who refused to have any thing to do with the Rebellion, and had even 
been imprisoned by Dr. Nelson's party/4 and he thought it but just that 
they should be paid. /5 He would like to know when ministers were prepared 
to adopt the very same course as their predecessors; how members on the 


793 


other side could arrogate to themselves the sole right to legislate on 

this question, unless it were because the party who supported them would 

not kick up any row so long as they were in power, while the liberal party 
would have been only too delighted to see an act of justice done. He 

thought the hon. member for Huron had dismissed the subject of the payment 

to Mr. Papineau in a very summary manner. He merely said that the payment 

was not made through corrupt motives. He wanted to know then what the 

motives were? Mr. Papineau was entitled to the money but after the rebellion 
the government refused to pay him and cancelled the warrants, so that he 

could not obtain it, except by fresh Legislation. On what ground then was 
this sum paid to the chief of the rebellion--the man for whose apprehension 
Government had offered double that offered for any one else?--Was it to secure 
the support of an influential family and influential man? Until that time 

he never heard that men would reward the leaders of mischief and punish the 
followers. But the hon. member for Hamilton had declared that he was quite 
ready to vote for the payment of the money to rebuild the church of St. Eustache 
He (Mr. Watts) since he heard that, had come to the conclusion that they would 
both vote on the same side; for he believed that the Government would go no 
further. At least he would say, for his own part, that if they proposed to 
pay rebels who were in open arms he would vote against the resolutions. The 
hon. member for Hamilton had also said that the House could do what it liked 
with the majority; but it could not prevent an appeal to England. He would 
answer that the Queen would not lend her aid to assist the views of a faction; 
but that she determined that the Government should, for the future, be carried 
on in accordance with the well understood wishes of the people. 


M. PAPINEAU.--Le Haut-Canada a presque toujours été traité avec bien- 

veillance par le bureau colonial. I1 ne faut pas s'étonner d'avoir entendu 
les membres des deux partis dans le Haut-Canada exprimer leur confiance 
dans les vues de l'Angleterre. Le Haut-Canada a été traité avec modération, 
comparativement au Bas-Canada, par le parti qui a été le plus souvent et le 
plus longtemps au pouvoir. I1 n'y a done pas 4 s'étonner que la lutte dans 
le Haut-Canada n'ait roulée que sur des détails insignifiants. La politique 
des deux partis a @té 4 peu prés la méme. Ils ont été courtisans de tous 
les gouverneurs. La constitution leur paraissait bonne avec l'aide des gou- 
verneurs. La s'est borné la lutte dans le Haut-Canada. I1 n'y a pas eu de 
grands principes de proclamés dans le Haut-Canada, pas de désir de réformes 
portées bien loin. Les deux partis se trouvant tour-a-tour en majorité a 
chaque é@lection, se sont sans cesse fait des concessions aux dépens de la 
tierce partie, aux dépens du peuple, dont ils ont négligés les intéréts. 
La lutte @tait pour la possession du pouvoir entre les familles influentes, 
et ils n'ont guére portés leurs vues de réforme plus loin. Le Haut-Canada 
a obtenu justice de presque tous ses gouverneurs. Les plaintes se bornent 
simplement 4 l'administration des deux derniers, des gouverneurs Sir Francis 
Bond Head et Sir Georges Arthur. 

Le Haut-Canada a entonné des chants de louanges pour Lord Durham. 

Nos libéraux ont porté jusqu'aux nues ses mérites, parceque, dit-on, il 
les a arrachés a la domination des tories. Ils peuvent avoir raison de 
le louanger ainsi. Mais le Bas-Canada n'a pas un mot de louange 4 en 

faire; il ne reconnait lord Durham que par son alliance avec les tories 
du Bas-Canada et les libéraux du Haut-Canada, tous également arbitraires 
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et tyranniques dans leur prédétermination de regarder les canadiens-francais, 
comme des @trangers dans le pays de leur naissance; de violer contre eux 

la loi des traités, les principes les plus positifs du droit constitutionel 
anglais; les premiéres lois de l'humanité et de la justice en les punis- 

Sant sans procés; en leur ravissant leur constitution et leurs propriétés 
contre leurs protestations connues par leurs persécuteurs libéraux et il- 
libéraux pour condamner ce pays a une violence plus grande que n'en a 

jamais éprouvée méme la malheureuse Irlande, a 1'’époque désastreuse de 

son Union forcée a l'Angleterre. Ils ont aussi des louanges a donner 4 

lord Sydenham qui n'a fait qu'agraver notre situation. 

Dans les reproches que se sont faits et les tories et les libéraux, 
et ou il y a autant de vérité d'une part que de l'autre; dans tout ce que 
l'opposition a reproché aux libéraux, et dans tout ce que les libéraux 
ont reproché a l'opposition, le Bas-Canada a-t-il été pour quelque chose? 
Trios jours de débats ont absorbé les séances de la Chambre, et les seules 
accusations vraies qu'on se soit lancées ont été les seuls sujets d'examen, 
tandis qu'il s'agissait de l'intérét du Bas-Canada. Rien peut-il montrer 
plus clairement combien 1'Union doit nourrir d'animosité entre les deux 
provinces, que toute cette guerre, lorsqu'il s'agit d'une bagatelle en 
argent a demaner pour le Bas-Canada, lorsque le Haut-Canada, libéraux 
et tories, nous ont arraché sans notre consentement douze millions de 
piastres; rien ne peut-il prouver plus clairement les mauvais effets de 
l'acte d'Union que toute cette haine que nous voyons s'exhaler de la 
bouche des deux partis qui ont fait les frais de cette discussion? I1 
s'en suit bien clairement que chaque fois qu'il y aura pour nous une 
mesure de justice, un commencement de restitution de tout ce qui nous a 
été enlevé, il y aura les mémes appels aux passions mauvaises, aux pré- 
jugés nationaux plus funestes pour que le Bas-Canada n'ait pas justice; 
on regardera toujours le sacrifice de quelqu'argent en faveur du Bas- 
Canada comme quelque chose de donné a des étrangers. 

C'est ainsi que l'on n'a pas rougi de nous appeler. C'est le langage 
de Downing-Street ressuscité, tel qu'il est traduit par la politique in- 
flexiblement suivie contre nous du jour ou les traités incessamment violés 
nous ont soumis 4 la domination anglaise. Il y a quatre-vingt-six ans 
que nous sommes devenus sujets anglais; et toujours depuis ce temps a 
percé dans toute la politique, dans tous les actes de Downing-Street un 
préjugé aussi é@troit que celui du membre pour Hamilton; ce préjugé a in- 
spiré toutes les démarches du bureau colonial 4 notre égard; et les paroles 
de 1l'hon. membre pour Hamilton prouvent qu'il s'est nourri et saturé des 
sentiments les plus hostiles, des préjugés les plus étroits de ce bureau 
colonial. 

Qu'il y ait quelques demandes de faites dans la province unie en faveur 
de quelque amélioration, et on demandera si c'est pour les canadiens, 
pour les étrangers! Mais le district de Montréal est en grande partie 
composé de ces étrangers. Ils y sont en grande majorité. Ils sont en 
majorité dans les districts de Québec et des Trois-Riviéres; ils le sont 
aussi dans le district de Gaspé! I1 restera donc que le comté de St.- 
Francois qui peut-étre sera regardé comme de figurer dans la civilisation 
Haut-Canadienne? Mais non, vous verrez qu'ilest petit, qu'il y aura de 
bonnes raisons pour qu'il soit convenable que les améliorations se fassent 
de préférence dans le Haut-Canada. Le reste du Bas-Canada sera considéré 
comme indigne d'occuper l'attention du gouvernement. Les canadiens seront 
traités comme des étrangers. On les traitera comme l'on a traité pendant 
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des siécles les habitants de l'Irlande. I1 n'y avait que les envahisseurs 
et ceux des habitants du pays qui avaient été traitres la patrie, qui 
avaient droit a la sympathie du gouvernement anglais. Ceux-12 étaient 
appelés les irlandais civilisés. Le reste de la population irlandaise 
avait été negligeé, persécutée. C'étaient des irlandais sauvages contre 
lesquels on fesait la chasse, comme autrefois les Lacédémomiens la fesaient 
aux Ilotes. 

L'acte d'Union que les membres libéraux de cette Chambre louent avec 
si peu de bienséance par rapport a nous qu'ils insultent, est leur fait 
a eux; et c'est au parti libéral que nous avons les plus graves reproches 
a faire 4 sujet. I1 ne se sont conduit que par la considération d'abaisser 
le parti tory, que par la considération de la possession du pouvoir. Ils 
ont tous sacrifié a cette considération; ils y ont sacrifié et leurs pro- 
pres libertés et les ndtres, et celles de toutes les colonies anglaises. 
Ils ont solicité la tyrannie de l'Angleterre pour qu'elle vint 4 leur 
secours. 

Eh! bien, il n'y a qu’a voir, M. L'orateur, quelles sont les conditions 
de l'Union des Canadas comparées a celles de 1'Union de l'Irlande 4 1'Angle- 
terre et l'on verra que les hommes qui ont contribué a faire imposer cet 
acte d'Union a l'Irlande, ont été, sous bien des rapports, des hommes 
libéraux comparativement au procureur-général et ses amis dans le Haut- 
Canada, qui ont travaillé 4 nous faire imposer l'acte d'Union. 

Lorsque cette fatale mesure de 1'Union, par rapport a l'Irlande, a 
été adoptée dans des circonstances comme celles out notre union nous a 
été imposée; lorsqu'aprés sept ans d'oppression, le gouvernement anglais 
agissait pour étouffer ce qui restait de vie, d'honneur, de fierté 
nationale en Irlande, lorsque par la force armée et par la division, 
comprimée par la corruption et par la terreur; par l'incendie et par 
l'échafaud, il y eut fait rétrograder la civilisation et allumé dans 
le coeur des neuf dixiémes de ses habitants, une haine qui y brtle 
aujourd'hui aussi vivace, qu'au jour ou elle est justement née; lors- 
qu'on eut ravagé 1l'Irlande, bien au-dela de ce que se le serait permis 
un vainqueur étranger, qui eut été plus humain, bien au-dela de ce que 
le permettent les lois de la guerre; on saisit l'occasion pour dire que 
1'Irlande et son parlement devaient perdre les droits légitimes, 
inaliénables que l'on avait reconnu en 1782 et 1783 leur appartenir. 

La législature anglaise, le despotisme anglais avaient statué en 1719 que 
le roi, du consentement des lords et des communes assemblés en parlement 
aeu, a, et de droit, doit conserver pleine puissance et autorité de 
faire des lois et statuts qui pourront lier et obliger le royaume et le 
peuple de 1'Irlande. 

En 1793 les américains venaient d'enseigner la justice et la peur au 
gouvernement anglais, et son parlement cédant a l'autrité de la raison, 
expliquée par les 150,000 volontaires armés, statua en ces termes: "le 
droit du peuple de 1'Irlande, de n'Gtre 1ié@ que par les seules lois qui 
seront passées par Sa Majesté et le parlement irlandais, dans tous les 
ces possibles, in all cases whatever, et il est par le présent acte 
déclaré et il est établi pour toujours, et ne sera en aucun tems 4 venir, 
contesté ni ne pourra étre mis en question, shall at no time hereafter, 
be questioned or questionable." 

On avait reconnu que le droit de l'Irlande devait étre respecté, 
qu'elle ne devait pas obéir a d'autres lois que celles que le parlement 
irlandais ferait pour les sujets de l'Irlande. L'indépendance du parle- 
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ment irlandais celle de tous les parlements provinciaux étaient consacrées 
pour toujours. La parole du gouvernement anglais était engagée 4 cet 
effet. Pourtant, quinze ans aprés, le gouvernement anglais, parjure 4 

son engagement, par l'intimidation et par une corruption étirénée, par 

des moyens que nous avons vus répétés en Canada, espére arracher au parle- 
ment de 1'Irlande, un acquiescement a cette union. Mais il fallut y aller 
avec quelque modération. On avait sous les yeux toute l'Europe; on 
craignait l'indignation que souléve toujours une tyrannie patente et 
nullement gazée par quelques faux fuyants. L'on fit une suite de ré- 
solutions par lesquelles on disait: le gouvernement considére que 1'Union 
est seul moyen d'entretenir la force de l'empire britannique; le mécon- 
tentement continuel de l'Irlande et l'esprit d'envahissement et de con- 
quéte de la France toujours préte a y jeter des secours, nous exposeraient 
trop, peuvent conduire 4 l'affaiblissement, au démembrement du royaume, 
exposent cette nation puissante a @tre abattue. Pour éviter ces incon- 
vénients et parer 4 ces dangers, l'Union est nécessaire. Nous nous pré- 
sentons avec des vues larges de libéralité; les conditions que nous pro- 
posons a l'Irlande sont d'un avantage mutuel. Nous lui laissons la 
liberté la plus pleine et la plus entiére de les accepter ou de les re- 
pousser, maintenant qu'elle est terrifiée et nageant dans son sang. 
L'Irlande eut néanmoins le courage de la refuser en 1799. Avec une feinte 
modération Pitt et Castleroagh, les assassins de ce malheureux pays, 
retirérent leurs propositions. Cette année toute entiére fut employée 

a accroitre la terreur et la corruption et l'inique mesure rejetée en 

1799 fut votée en 1800. Le prix que chacun des trafitres 4 la patrie 

recut est connu; leurs noms sont flétris. Les publicistes et juris- 
consultes les plus éclairés anglais et étrangers la regardent comme un 
acte de tyrannie sans excuse comme sans exemp, (sic) comme un acte in- 
constitutionnel et illégal, parce que le parlement irlandais n'était pas 
établi pour anéantir mais pour défendre la constitution. I1 n'avait pas 
de mission pour consentir 4 l'acte d'Union. Si l'on voulait des change- 
ments a la constitution irlandaise, il fallait avoir pour cela mission 
expresse du peuple du pays; la question devait é@tre soumise 4 la voix 

du peuple, et non a une législature établie pour une toute autre fin. 

Il y avait done l'acte d'Union de 1'Irlande. Son parlement avait 
été @lu pour défendre, non pour anéantir la charte de ses libertés con- 
sacrées par l'acte déclaratoire de 1783. I1 eut fallu les libres suf- 
frages d'une convention nationale pour altérer dans son essence, les 
principes de la constitution nationale. 

Il y avait donc eu 14 un certain degré de modération, puisqu'on avait 
laissé subsister l'apparence de la liberté de pouvoir accepter ou rejeter 
l'Union? Il n'y en a eu aucune ici; il n'y a pas eu dans le Bas-Canada 
de consentement donné, de la part d'aucune autorité légitime a 1'Union. 

Le peuple n'était pas représenté, le conseil spécial était l'esclave titré 
du gouverneur, qui est l'esclave titré du ministre. Le peuple avait 
protesté contre l'Union; c'est dans ces circonstances que nos oppresseurs 
les libéraux du Haut-Canada ont sollicité l'Union. Le parlement anglais 
n'usurpa point la faculté de disposer des argents de l'Irlande, il disait: 
cette mesure verra cesser la rivalité qui existe entre les deux pays, 

mais 1'Angleterre payera ses propres dettes; on ne demandera pas 4 
l'Irlande de contribuer au payment des dettes que l'Angleterre a con- 
tractées. Les libéraux du Haut-Canada pouvaient suivre cet exemple, 
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mais ils ne l'ont pas suivi; ils ont préféré nous imposer le paiement de 
leurs dettes, et cela lorsque nous n'avions pas de représentants; et cela 
Ssachant qu'ils foulaient aux pieds les premiers principes du droit con- 
Stitutionnel. Viola ce qui peut nous justifier a nous en plaindre; voila 
ce qui fait craindre comment ils administreront le gouvernement, quand 
ils auront le pouvoir. Non seulement on pourvoyait 4 ce que 1'Irlande 

ne payat rien de la dette de 1l'Angleterre, mais l'on aujoutait pour con- 
soler l'Irlande des sentiments d'attachement et de fierté qu'elle avait 
nourris pour sa nationalité qu'elle sacrifiait en partie dans l'intérét 
commun; pendant vingt années entiéres, vous ne payerez de taxes que dans 
la proportion qu'avait fixée votre propre parlement. Dans les trois 
années précédentes elle a payé ses taxes, dans la proportion de 73 par 
cent, de ce que nous avons payé en Angleterre. 

Pendant vingt ans 1l'Irlande ne payera de taxes que dans la proportion 
qu'elle a payée pendant les trois années qui ont précédé l'Union. Or, 

y a-t-il en rien de semblable par rapport a nous? Non. On n'a usé 

envers nous d'aucun ménagement. Ce n'est done qu'une bien faible 
restitution dont nous fesons la demande aujourd'hui au Haut-Canada? 
Pourtant, il s'y refuse avec une apreté pour l'argent, qui ne saurait 
s'excuser par les reproches mutuels, amers, justes et vrais que se font 
depuis trois jours entiers, les deux partis, qui se sont disputés les 
places et le pouvoir dans le Haut-Canada, et qui, ni l'un ni l'autre, 

n'y ont fait de grands efforts, pour inspirer au peuple l'amour de ses 
franchises et libertés. Le catalogue des offenses est plus long du cdté 
de L'opposition. Néanmoins, la plus grande partie des observations et 

des reproches qui ont été faits contre le parti libéral sont de toutes 
vérité, tant leur zéle a été pour les droits populaires; tant l'autorité 
des précédents anglais a été également forte pour les uns et les autres; 
tant leurs penchants ont été également aristocratiques; tant ils ont singé 
avec vérité les nobles tories, les nobles whigs, qui ne valent pas mieux 
méme apres cette duperie pratiquée contre le peuple anglais, le bill de 
réforme. Dans la distribution des terres, ils ont été aussi habiles pour 
ne pas dire aussi avides 4 se faire ume grande part comme l'ont été leurs 
adversaires. J'ai toujours eu dés ma premiére entrée dans la vie publique 
des rapports avec quelques membres libéraux du Haut-Canada. A la veille 
de la premiére session de chaque parlement, je les ai vus confians, per- 
suadés que les élections leur avaient été favorables et qu'ils obtien- 
draient des réformes. Invariablement, je leur ai entendu dire, nos prin- 
cipaux hommes sont passés 4 l'autre parti, parce qu’ils ont recus de grands 
octrois de terres. Qu'est-il résulté de ceci, c'est qu'il n'y a pas eu 
dans le Haut-Canada d'opinion publique éclairé; que tout s'y est toujours 
décidé par des intéréts particuliers et de localités. Si les reproches 
ont été plus nombreux de ce cOté-ci de la Chambre, c'est parce que ses 
orateurs sont restés plus longtemps debout; ont pris jusqu'a ce moment 
plus d'heures de discussion. Si les libéraux ont essuyé moins de reproches, 
c'est parce que, comme on le leur a dit, ils ont été moins longtemps au 
pouvoir. Le peu de temps durant lequel vous avez exercé le pouvoir fait 
pressentir que vous l'auriez exercé arbitrairement, si vous en aviez été 
saisis plutét. 

On a fait allusion 4 un fait qui, s'il est vrai, implique grandement 
le cabinet actuel. On a dit que lorsque le sentiment de pitié fesait place 
aux sentiments de vengeances; que lorsque dans le Haut-Canada on avait 
signé, au nombre de plus de trente mille personnes, la requéte demandant 
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le pardon de Lount et Mathews; ce furent les libéraux qui alors étaient 
dans le conseil de sir George Arthur, dont l'un était hier pour ainsi dire 
dans notre conseil exécutif libéral, qui avaient refusé d'ouvrir leurs 
coeurs 4 la pitié, de céder a l'opinion publique, de respecter les voeux 
de la majorité de la population du Haut-Canada, de céder aux pleurs et 

aux priéres des femmes et des enfants de ces deux infortunés. Si cette 
accusations est fondé; si ces hommes étaient véritablement dans les con- 
seils de sir George Arthur; si ce sont leur flagornerie, leur désir de 
flatter les mauvaises passions de ce gouverneur qui les a portés 4 re- 
fuser cet acte de grace, celui d'entr'eux qui vient d'étre fait juge par 
notre ministére était beaucoup moins qualifié dans mon opinion pour la 
charge de juge, que ne le sont les bouchers dans le systéme miséricor- 
dieux, nous dit-on, des lois criminelles anglaises, a siéger comme 

petits jurés. Les lois anglaises ne veulent pas qu'un petit juré soit 
pris dans la classe de boucher, parcequ'il se peut, disent ces lois, 

que les bouchers, par l'habitude de voir couler le sang des animaux, 
soient devenus peu sensibles, a la pitié. Or, ceux qui dans des cir- 
constances comme celle-1a, ont refusé de faire grace a ces malheureux, 
ceux gui ont versé le sang humain, quand 30,000 citoyens, tories et 
libéraux, péle-méle et sans distinction, leur criaient que la pitié 

était plus sage que la vengeance, seraient-ils aujourd'hui des hommes 

qui dans et par un cabinet devraient @tre choisis comme les plus dignes 
d'étre faits juges? Je crois qu'il y a dans ce fait 1a une indication 

que l'esprit de coterie, que les principes de l'ancien comme du nouveau 
family compact sont trop forts aujourd'hui, come ils le furent ci-devant; 
que le systéme d'aprés lequel ils seraient prétes 4 gouverner, peut devenir 
violent et dangereux, s'il n'y a pas de contrepoids pour les retenir, s'il 
n'y avait pas une jalouse surviellance quand 4 la maniére dont ils exer- 
ceront le pouvoir. 

La discussion, au lieu de rouler sur les mérites de la question, a 
roulé uniquement sur les plus ou le moins de louanges ou de déapprobation 
que doivent obtenir ceux qui ont pris les armes contre ce qu'ils appel- 
lent l'odieuse rébellion. De ce seul fait dans leur vie toute entiére, 
ils réclament le droit d'étre approuvés pour tout ce qu'ils ont fait et 
dit dans tout le reste de leur vie publique. Ils ont pourtant été con- 
damnés par toutes les autorités compétentes, pour leurs nombreux méfaits 
politiques, quoiqu'ils aient pris les armes. Pour ce dernier service ils 
ont eu leurs récompenses, des votes d'approbation, des titres, de l'argent 
de la part d'autorités qui peuvent donner tout cela, mais qui ne peuvent 
pas aussi facilement distribuer le bonne opinion et les suffrages des 
électeurs. Ils avaient été faits officiers et chevaliers a4 cause de leurs 
succés militaires mais lors que des commissaires ont été envoyés d'Angle- 
terre pour connaitre quelles avaient pu étre les causes qui avaient néces- 
sité un soulévement dans les deux Canadas, ces commissaires ont pris leur 
conduite dans tout son ensemble et les ont condamnés et censurés. Le 
travail des bras et des jambes avait été bon celui de la téte plus que 
médiocre. 

Il y a une loyauté franche, éclairée, conciliante, judicieuse, c'est 
celle qu'ils n'avaient point; cette loyauté ne donna son appui au pouvoir 
que quand il la mérite. La loyauté des tories en Canada, celle qu'ils 
ont eu... pendant et depuis leur prise d'armes, montre qu'ils étaient 
autrefois indignes de posséder le pouvoir, comme la virulence de la haine 
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qu'ils exhalent contre la liberté constitutionnelle; comme les étroits 
préjugés et les farouches antipathies de race qu'ils affichent, prouvent 
qu'ils le sont encore aujourd'hui. 

La maniére dont toute cette discussion a été conduite montre que 
les membres de l'opposition ne sont pas aptes Aa conduire un gouverne- 
ment tel qu'il en faut aux peuples de l'Amérique en 1849. Quelles ont 
été les observations qui ont été faites par les hon. membres qui ont 
parlé de l'autre c6té de la Chambre. 'Une administration oserait-elle 
nous faire le reproche d'avoir pris les armes pour la défense du tréne? 
Voila leur grand argument. Non! 1'on ne vous fera pas ce reproche; et 
vous n'avez pas 4 rougir; si votre acte était le résultat d'une conviction 
sincére, vous ne fesiez que remplir un devoir, mais ce qui vous a été 
reproché bien plus justement, c'est d'avoir auparavant amené, par vos 
procédés inconstitutionnels, le soulévement du peuple que vous aviez 
jeté dans le désespoir, que vous aviez mis dans la nécessité de se 
défendre, pour ne pas é6tre écrasé. La résistance des canadiens 4 un 
gouvernement aussi inconstitutionnel que l'avait été celui qui fesait 
alors le malheur du pays, a @té pleinement justifiée; les commissaires 
mémes de la métropole ont reconnu que cette résistance était au moins 
excusable, peut-étre légitime. 

Lord Sydenham a déclaré en termes formels que ceux qui avaient péri 
pour ce qu'on a appelé l'erreur du moment était (sic) plus excusables que 
ceux qui avaient été a la téte de l'administration du pays. I1 n'aurait 
jamais voulu, ajoutait-il, prendre les armes, lui, pour soutenir un 
gouvernement aussi vicieux aussi arbitraire, aussi fautif dans tous les 
départements. Cela fait voir l'idée qu'il avait de la loyauté dont se 
louent fort les hons. membres, loyauté qui a été condamnée par la 
métropole elle-méme. Leurs prétentions, disait encore ce gouverneur, 
sont si exagérées, sont si arrogantes; ils veulent tellement courber sous 
leurs pieds et le gouverneur et le peuple, et qu'il n'y ait que leurs 
vues qui prévalent, que malgré leurs perpétuelles protestations de 
loyauté, ils ne valent pas mieux que leurs adversaires. Qu'est-ce 
donc, M. l'orateur, qu'une loyauté comme celle-la, qui est condamnée par 
l'Angleterre, pour laquelle on professe néamoins un si si (sic) grand 
attachement, qui est censurée par les ministres de la reine 4 laquelle 
on promet une si inaltérable fidélité sans soumission aucune, quand on 
organise une factieuse opposition. Qu'est-ce donc que cette loyauté qui 
a été blamée l'année derniére par les libres suffrages du peuple, qui a 
causé les loyaux en une glorieuse minorité, tapageuse et menacgante en 
raison de sa faiblesse réelle; que les représentants ont précipité en 
bas de la banquette ministérielle ot ils siégeaient aussi placides et 
courtois l'an dernier, qu'ils le sont peu, durant cette déclamatoire 
discussion. 

Qu'est-ce donc que cette loyauté qui est condamnée par tout le monde 
et qui ne reconnait aucune autorité au dessus d'elle, qui ne se soumet 
a personne, pas plus 4 la censure de la Reine qu'a la volonté du peuple? ... 
C'est la loyauté de l'orgueil, de l'intérét, de l'amour de la domination; 
c'est le véritable systéme anglais, lutte acharnée de deux partis trop 
ardens a se supplanter, pour qu'ils n'écartent pas toute modération dans 
leurs moyens d'action; ce n'est pas la loyauté de la patrie 4 ses droits 
envahis. C'est la loyauté de la soumission passive a4 une constitution 
vicieuse, imposée pour organiser l'esprit de discorde entre les sujets 
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d'un méme pays. L'animosité des présents débats prouve qu'elle n'a pas 
tardé a produire les fruits empoisonnés, que s'en étaient promis ses 
perfides auteurs. Si cette loyauté était judicieuse et clairvoyante 
autant que vantée, elle devrait leur faire sentir que tout en conservant 
la pleine liberté de leurs opinions, ils doivent apporter, a l'examen des 
questions qui s'agitent devant nous, la gravité et la bonne foi qui 
appartient a des législateurs, au lieu d'appels déplacée aux plus 
mauvaises passions d'une faible minorité. La seule question que doit 

se faire tout homme juste sur cette mesure est celle-ci: ces propositions 
sont-elles justes, de saine politique et conciliantes. Lorsque des 
troubles éclatent dans un pays, il y a toujours des excés de commis que 
tout le monde condamne. Mais ces excés, ne faut-il pas qu'ils soient 
réparés?.. Examinons donc la question sous un point de vue de modération? 
Demandons-nous, s'il est juste que cette mesure soit passée? C'est la 
seule considération que nous devons avoir en vue. Or n'a-t-elle pas 

été accordée dans le Haut-Canada? Qu'on s'en rapportu (sic) au statut 
qui a été passé pour le Haut-Canada, et l'on verra que c'est bien ce 

qui est arrivé. 

J'accepterais une loi dont les clauses statuantes seront copiées sur 
la loi du Haut-Canada. Nous refuser la loi qu'ils se sont donnée, est 
un acte d'odieuse partialité contre nous, est un acte d'injuste agression. 
Les termes de ce statut l'indemnité (sic), m'assurent que personne ne 
sera exclue du droit 4 de son droit a une juste compensation. Il n'y a 
que le titre seul de ce statut qui puisse donner naissance a quelque doute. 
Partout ailleurs les mots "justes réclamations" ont disparu, en sorte 
qu'il ne peut pas rester de doutes sur son interprétation. Il y est dit 
indistinctement que des réclamations seront reques pour toutes les pertes 
souffertes pendant les événements de trente sept et trente huit. Les 
termes donc de cet acte que le Haut-Canada a bien voulu demander pour 
lui-méme, je les accepte tels qu'ils sont, et il n'en pourra résulter 
aucune exclusion. 

On dit que les argents qui ont été employés a payer ces pertes dans 
le Haut-Canada ont été pris sur des fonds particuliers; qu'ils provenaient 
des droits de licenses d'auberges payés dansle Haut-Canada. Qu'importe 
cette subtile et futile distinction, si les quarante mille louis qu'on a 
ainsi employés n'avaient pas été donnés a des particuliers, ils seraient 
aujourd'hui dans le trésor commun. Nous aurions quarante mille louis de 
moins 4 emprunter. C'est au moyen du labeur commun, de taxes prélevées 
postérieurement au fatal acte de réunion, de nos taxes 4 tous qu'on a 
accordé une juste indemnité 4 ceux qui avaient souffert dans le Haut- 
Canada; et c'est ce qui nous donne droit a en demander autant pour le 
Bas-Canada. 

Et ici, M. l'orateur, si je me reporte aux temps passés, ce ne sera 
pas par le désir de rappeler les haines et les animositée que je le ferai. 
Mais si vous vous refuez 4 cette mesure, si elle ne passe pas, n'y aura- 
t-il pas toute une classe entiére et nombreuse qui n'a pas pris part au 
mouvement pendant les troubles, qui se trouvera exclue du droit commun? 
Reportons-nous au premier acte de violence qui a commencé la guerre 
civile. OU se trouvent (sic) le tort dans cette occasion? Le tort’ s'est 
trouvé chez des citoyens d'une loyaueé indiscréte et irraisonable, qui 
les a poussés 4 agir arbitrairement et sous l'ordre des autorités con- 
stitutées ni civiles, ni militaires. Personne ne leur avait donné droit 
d'agir dans cette circonstance. Ils se répandent cependant dans les cam- 
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pagnes, et y exercent leurs actes d'arbitraires. La loi martiale n'était 
pas proclamée, les troubles ne s'étaient pas encore déclarés d'une maniére 
bien grave; et déja des citoyens qui, dans la vie privée peuvent étre 
irréprochables, dont l'active industrie suivie d'heureux succés est utile 
a la société, mais qui s'élancent avec trop d'ardeur et peu de lumiéres 
dans la vie publique, ont foulé aux pieds les lois de l'humanité et la 

loi @crite pour aller violer la sainteté du domicile de nombre de nos 
compatriotes inoffensifs et non accusés. 

On s'était livré contre eux 4 des actes d'injustice qui pouvaient 
paraitre excusables 4 la fureur de l'esprit de parti mais qui ne 1’était 
point d'aprés le texte des lois. Ila été admis et reconnu officiellement 
que les agitateurs jusqu'a cette époque s'étant renfermés dans les bornes 
de la légalité, on ne pouvait les arréter pour faire leur procés, 4 
raison de leurs assemblées publiques et de la résistance civile et in- 
dustrielle qu'ils organisaient contre la dilapidation du revenu public, 
envahi par 1'Angleterre. 

Ceux qui ont attaqué des maisons dans Montréal pourraient étre pour- 
suivis, si l'entrée dans les tribunaux n'était pas interdite a leurs 
victimes. C'est alors que les citoyens Desmarais et Davignon sont 
tyranniquement arrachés 4 leurs dominiles par l'emploi de la force 
brutalement exercée. N'ont-ils donc pas le droit d'exercer contre ceux 
qui agissaient ainsi envers eux une action en dommage? non; une loi 
exceptionnelle en faveur de ceux qui ont ainsi commencé la guerre civile, 
leur enléve ce que leur accordait le droit naturel, le cri de la justice 
et de la raison, la réparation du tort, par celui qui 1l'a commis. C'est 
bien; c'est une loi sociale, faite pour empécher que les haines et les 
procés ne soient éternels. Mais puisque pour son repos, la société prive 
des citoyens de leur juste droit d'action en recours contre ceux qui les 
ont illégalement persécutés, que la société par un léger sacrifice d'argent, 
adoucisse l'intensité du mal qu'elle cause a quelques citoyens. Et aprés 
la proclamation de la loi martiale, est-ce qu'il n'est pas possible qu'il 
y ait eu des fautes, des actes criminels de commis par ceux qui étaient 
engagés 4 abattre la résistance, mais qui n'en étaient pas moins obligés 
d'étre soumis aux lois de la raison et de l'*humanité, aux lois de la 
guerre et de la discipline militaire, aux commandemens tu ne tueras point 
Sans nécessité, tu ne voleras point. N'est-il aucun de ces hommes, qui, 
lorsqu'ils agissaient ainsi d'eux mémes et sans autorités compétentes, 
ont pu commettre des crimes qui donneraient 4 ceux qui ont été persécutés 
le droit de les poursuivre? Combien de citoyens qui, sou (sic) le nom... 
gentilshommes, parcourent nos rues le ... les tribunaux étaient ouvert 4 
leurs victimes, seraient aujourd'hui justement poursuvis pour vols d'argents 
et de bijoux, ainsi que pour insultes faites a4 des femmes. Ce sont 1a 
des excés te (sic) des désolations qui dans tous les temps et dans tous 
les lieux accompagnent les discordes civiles. Chacun le sait; aussi 
n'éclatent-elles jamais, que lorsque les excés du pouvoir sont devenus 
excessifs. 

Une foule de citoyens n'avaient pas pris part a4 l'insurrection. Leurs 
maisons, néanmoins, ont été pillées et brilées. De longues suites de 
traines ont 4 peine suffi pour apporter 4 Montréal tous les fruits de ce 
brigandage. Est-ce donc encore que toutes ces personnes qui ont souffert 
par suite des dévastations de ces pillards qui déobéissaient a la discipline 
qu'ils s'étaient engagés a observer en se mettant sous la direction de 
chefs militaries, n'ont pas droit 4 une indemnité comme celle qu'on a 
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proposé? Est-ce qu'il ne serait pas juste et de l'intérét de tous les 
partis que nous venions en aide 4 ceux qui se trouvent ainsi avoir le 
plus souffert? Est-ce qu'il ne serait pas de l'intérét de tous qu'il 

y eut possibilité que des hommes, qui sont appelés 4 se rencontrer tous 
les jours en société, pussent se dire: les passions du moment avaient 
porté cette personne trop loin, mais elle a réparé, autant que possible 
des maux auxquels des circonstances malheureuses ont donné naissance. 

La quote part des violences et du pillage a @té beaucoup plus grande 
dans le parti vainqueur; sa contribution 4 réparer ces injustices sera 
trés modique, puisqu'il est une infiniment faible minorité; mais il aura 
concours a établir un principe saint et protecteur pour eux et pour 
nous; c'est que meme, lorsque l'on est allié des troupes anglaises, il 
ne faut pas aimer le pillage du Canada; il ne faut pas devenir maraudeur 
et non soldats, il ne faut pas l'incendie du pays, quand la résistance 

a cessé. Tous ensemble nous pouvons oublier les malheurs de cette 
époque néfaste? 

M. l'orateur, nul autre pays constitutionnel, dans des circonstances 
semblables a celles ot nous avons souffert, n'a été traité avec tant de 
barbarie. C'est le seul pays au monde ot le droit criminel anglais 
étant en force, et ses cours de justice accesibles a tous, de nombreux 
citoyens; sous procés, sous le verdict d'un seul corps de jurés, ont 
perdu la vie, ont péri sur l'échafaud! Compatriotes infortunés; ils 
sont tombés victimes innocentes de la haine et des plus mauvaises pas- 
sions. Ont-ils cessé, pour cela d'étre chers 4 ceux qu’ils ont laissés 
derriére eux sur le sol de la patrie? Leur mémoire est chére au peuple 
canadien et le sera toujours! Ils sont morts en braves comme ils 
avaient vécu, répétant a4 l'envie les mots Dieu, mon pays, et sa liberté. 
Il faudrait bien peu de courage moral ou civil, pour ne pas applaudir 
au patriotisme constant dont ils ont donné la preuve éclatante. 

M. l'orateur, on a prétendu excuser la longue suite d'injustices dont 
le Bas-Canada a souffert plus que toute autre province anglaise. La 
résistance du Haut-Canada est justifiée par les commissaires royaux 4 
raison des torts que lui avaient fait subir ses derniers gouverneurs et 
le family compact. Ces torts étaient récens et légers comparativement 
a ceux du Bas-Canada, qui a plus longtemps souffert, parcequ'il a été 
plus loyal, trop loyal, aveuglément et servilement loyal. Dés le premier 
moment oti le pays a été cédé a 1'Angleterre, l'injustice a commencé et 
et n'a pas cessé un moment depuis de peser contre nous. Si nous avons 
ainsi été maltraités, est-ce, comme on 1'a si perversement répété dans le 
cours de ce débat parceque les catholiques sont plus enclins 4 la révolte 
que les protestants. Hélas! non. Ils ne sont que trop endoctrinés a 
supporter en silence le poids d'une injuste oppression. L'Eglise gal- 
licane qui, a quelque nobles exceptions prés, servit le despotisme fas- 
tueux de Louis 14 et le despotisme cripuleux de Louis 15 avec une lache 
complaisance, leur fit trop souvent entendre une doctrine aussi contraire 
a la liberté évangélique et 4 la dignité de l'homme que celle-ci: comme 
votre ame est 4 votre Dieu, votre corps est a votre Roi. Le peuple 
répétait pieusement et avec raison, mon ame est a Dieu et niaisement mon 
corps est au Roi. Il ne se conservait pas la faculté de faire usage des 
luminéres de sa conscience et de sa raison. I1 ne conserva point la 
faculté d'examiner si l'ordre donné au nom du roi, par les valets de ses 
valets, était juste ou n’était qu'un acte de tyrannie. Dans la métropole, 
les penseurs, les livres et les chansons sapaient repidement cet effrayant 
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despotisme; mais obéissance aveugle, tel était l'enseignement immoral et 
dégradant d'une église asservie dans un trop grand nombre des membres du 
haut clergé, non dans la masse de ses théologiens, 4 1'époque owt ce pays 
est devenu anglais. Quinconque a un peu de lumiéres, un peu de connais- 
sances légales, sait que ces prétentions arrogantes sont des prétentions 
dégoutantes. Elles furent avegulément recues par nos ancéstres, ainsi que 
le maxime qui en suit et que l'on voulut aussi faire adopter, "que le 

roi vainqueur est saisi de la plénitude du commandement sur le vaincu; 
que tout le mal qu'il ne lui fait point, est presqu'un acte de grace." 
Quiconque a quelques lumiéres, quelque connaissance du droit de la nature 
et des sens, du droit public international, sait que ces prétentions sont 
des injustices qui n'’appartiennent qu'a des nations barbares; que rien 
n'est changé 4 la condition des vaincus dont le pays est transporté dans 
des mains étrangéres au moyen des traités. 

A l'époque désastreuse de notre changement de domination, tous ceux 
qui avaient quelque bien, tous ceux qui dans la province possédaient 
quelqu'aisance et quelqu'éducation, plutdt que de supporter les malheurs 
prévus de la nouvelle condition qui leur était faite, se hatérent de 
passer en France, et il ne resta en Canada que la masse de ces bons et 
honnétes cultivateurs et artisans 4 peu d'exceptions prés. Ils ne surent 
pas dire la maxime consacrée entre tous les membres de la société chrétien- 
ne et civilisée, nous donne le droit de conserver tout ce que nous avions 
de bons (sic) dans les institutions passées; d'acquérir tout ce que nous 
trouverons de plus grandes libertés dans les institutions nouvelles. Mais 
c'est a nous de choisir. Appuyé sur la foi des traités, espéce de loi 
universelle, qui domine la loi spéciale de chaque état, rien ne sera changé 
a notre sort que de notre consentement. Non, ils ne connurent que l'obéis- 
sance passive et les malheurs qu'elle traine toujours 4 sa suite: Aussitét 
le funeste traité de cession signé, il a commencé 4 é@tre violé dans le 
bouleversement universel de nos lois; dans 1l'établissement de cours pour 
administer, sans actes du parlement qui le permissent, les lois Anglaises; 
nans (sic) l'exclusion générale absolue donnée alors aux Canadiens d'étre 
nommés aux charges, parce que comme catholiques ils ne prenaient point le 
serment de suprématie. C'était l'effet de cette maxime bonne pour moité, 
désastreuse, absurde pour la reste, mon ame 4 Dieu, bien; mais mon corps 
au roi, absurde iniquité. Cette maxime est celle de toutes les tyrannies 
exercées sans déguisements, et celle sous laquelle les Canadiens avaient 
été @élevés. Quelle en a été la conséquence? C'est que tandis que les 
autres colonies anglaises se soustrayaient a la domination tyrannique de 
l'Angleterre, la Bas-Canada dans son aveugle loyauté se livrait pieds et 
mains liés 4 sa métropol (sic). En 1795 l'acte du timbre est passé. 

D'un bout a l'autre des colonies anglaises, les officiers du timbre sont 
imédiatement chassés, et le papier timbré, on en fit des feux de joie. 

Le Canada seul fait exceptions; en Canada seul l'oppression est organisée, 
le papier timbré est recu et l'injustice est pratiquée impunément. Pour- 
quoi? parce que nos péres avaient dans le coeur et l'entendement, la 
détestable, l'aveugle loyauté, que les tories, que l'opposition actuelle 
professe du bout des lévres seulement, et avec la restriction passionnée, 
que, s'ils ne sont pas les maftres, ils seront les rebelles. Bientdt aprés 
une aggression plus directe est commencée contre les colonies aujourd'hui 
Etats-Unis d'Amérique. Elles se soulévent, et gagnent une indépendance 
glorieuse. Il n'y a pas eu de résistance plus noble que celle des américains 
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en cette circonstance, d'hommes plus véritablement grands, plus vertueux 
que leurs rebelles, que ceux qui marchérent a la téte de cette résistance, 
que les Washington et les Jefferson. Ils n'avaient justement tiré 1'épée 
contre un pouvoir incomparablement moins oppresseur contr'eux, qu'il ne 
l'a toujours été, et l'est ajourd'hui encore, contre cette province. A 
cette €poque la loyauté éclairé (sic) des Bretons qui se trouvaient 4 
Québec, les empécha de s'armer contre leurs fréres des autres colonies; 
leur raison leur dit que la cause des américains était la leur et qu'elle 
était juste. La population anglaise resta donc les bras croisés, et a 
l'apparition d'Arnold sur les hauteurs de la Pointe de Lévi, elle s'as- 
semble dans Québec et décide qu'a premiére sommation laville devra 
capituler. Mais arrive le gouverneur Carleton dans la nuit, il réunit 
les canadiens mal conseillés par leur superstitieuse loyauté, leur fait 
décider qu'ils doivent se défendre, et se renferme avec eux dans Québec. 
La possession de Québec est la possession du Canada; son abandon, celui 
de la colonie, et s'il y avait eu chez les Canadiens une loyauté plus 
éclairée, il leur suffisait de se tenir a l'écart, de demeurer neutres 
pour que Québec se rendit, et que la longue suite d'oppressions qu'ils 
ont endurées en punition de leur erreur en 1775 jusqu'a ce jour in- 
clusivement, n'eut pas lieu. Cette oppression a été la récompense de la 
loyauté outrée des canadiens-francais qui a conservé 4 1'Angleterre un 
reste de domination en Amérique. Elle l'aurait vue disparaitre compléte- 
ment sans le dévouement des canadiens. L'Angleterre alors maitresse de 
New-York et par ses flottes du littoral des Etats-Unis, la guerre ett 

été concentrée dans cette direction, et la France etit été entrainée plus 
vite 4 seconder les américains plus forts et délivrer de 1l'agression 
Sauvage et anglaise dirigée contre tout l'intérieur des colonies 
anglaises. 

Quelle a été aussi la récompense des services rendus 4 l'Angleterre par 
les canadiens en 1821? Chaque année améne de nouveaux actes de tyrannie, 
de nouveaux abus. Les gouverneurs s'emparent des revenus de la province. 
La Chambre proteste éneriquement, le peuple l'appuie; ses droits sont 
défendus par prés de 80 représentants; ils ne sont trahis ou désertés 
que par huit représentants, le mal se continue jusqu'en 1837 d'année en 
année sans relache, sans diminution. Toutes les formes sont foulées aux 
pieds par les gouvernements. Mais non, nous dit l'hon. membre pour la 
ville d'Hamilton, n'ont-ils pas eu l'autorisation de 1l'Angleterre? Le 
comte Dalhousie n'a-t-il pas été récompensé de ses services par la métro- 
pole? Ayant pris en petite quantité les argents des canadiens, il est 
envoyé piller en grands les argents du peuple des Indes! N'est-ce pas 
dire, M. l’orateur, que si l'on était au pouvoir, il suffirait d'un ordre 
de l'Angleterre, pour qu'on se crut justifié A commettre tel abus de pou- 
voir qu'il leur serait indiqué? L'hon membre qui nous parle ainsi, a sans 
doute siégé dans quelque cours de justice. A-t-il été demandé au gouverneur 
comment il devait interpréter la loi? Ne se serait-il pas cru offensé, 
si un gouverneur se fut avisé de lui dire comment il devait décider une 
question de loi. Quelle différence y a-t-il donc entre les deux cas? [1 
n'y en a pas. Et le ministre de l'exécutif qui se laisse conduire par 
Downing-Street fait un acte aussi dégradant, aussi vil que le juge qui 
recoit ses instructions d'un gouverneur. 

Il est donc évident, M. L'orateur, que les honorable membres qui 
emploient cette ligne d'argumentation, ont été bien jugés par les autorités 
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qui les ont condamnés. Sur quoi se fondent-ils pour refuser leur appui 

a cette mesure. Ils se reportent en Irlande, en 97. Voila ot ils pren- 
nent leurs notions de droit public, ot ils puisent leurs principes politi- 
ques. S'il y a un pays au monde dont il soit nécessaire d'étudier l'histoi- 
re pour éviter la tyrannie, c'est celui-la. Mais il n'y a rien a y étudier 
pour en faire L'application en Amérique. Tout dans l'histoire politique 

de l'Irlande est 4 condamner, 4 détester, mais rien A imiter. 

Les membres de l'autre cdété de la Chambre, M. l'orateur, ne devraient 
pas avoir d'objection a venir en aide 4 ceux qui ont souffert pendant une 
insurrection que leur orgueil et leur ambition démesurée ont seules causée. 
S'ils ont commis des excés, ils doivent chercher 4 réparer ces excés. Je 
ne comprends pas, je ne saurais concevoir un amendement comme celui qu'on 
propose, un amendment tendant 4 exclure de cette mesure de stricte justice 
les personnes mémes qui méritent le plus cette indemnité; les personnes 
qui ont souffert, qui ont été pillées et incarcérées sans l'autorité 
d'’aucune loi; qui n'ont subi aucuns autres jugements que les jugements 
arbitraires et vindicatifs des cours martiales. I1 n'y avait pas 1'ombre 
de droit, de raison pour trainer des citoyens respectables devant des 
cours martiales, six mois aprés que toute résistance elt cessée. Cette 
conduite est sans palliatif, et vouloir que le gouvernement refuse sa 
Sanction 4 cette mesure, c'est vouloir lui faire donner la sanction de son 
autorité a des violences qui ont été depuis longtemps condamnées. 

Quand dans le moment d'un soulévement, des hommes agités par la crainte 
se livrent a des actes de violences, ils peuvent é@tre excusés 4 cause des 
circonstances; mais quand tout trouble a cessé, que la paix régne dans le 
pays; quand dix jours aprés la bataille de St.-Denis, on se porte chez 
l'hon. membre pour le comté de Richelieu pour dérober le bien de ses 
créanciers et le voler lui-méme, de quel prétexte pourra-t-on se servir 
pour ne pas lui accorder une indemnité qu'il ne pourrait manquer d'obtenir, 
si on lui laissait la liberté de se présenter 4 cet effet devant une cour 
de justice pour y dire: tel commandant des forces a agi contrairement au 
droit public; il m'a dérobé mon bien, je demande mon recours en dommage 
contre lui. Le commandant des forces aurait droit 4 son tour de s'adresser 
a l'Angleterre pour lui dire, l'emportement du moment m'a poussé trop loin, 
m'a porté 4 faire ce qu'il aurait été plus sage de ne pas faire; nous avons 
fait ce que nous avions cru nécessaire. Les cours m'ont condamné, je demande 
une idedmnité de ceux pour qui je combattais. L'Angleterre alors ne pour- 
rait manquer d'intervenir sur une semblable représentation. Elle sauve- 
garderait les officiers qui ont travaillé pour elle et tout le monde se 
trouverait a obtenir justice. C'est parce qu'on refuse l'entrée dans les 
cours de justice 4 ceux qui y ont droit, qu'il faut trouver moyen de 
leur venir en aide. 

Une démarche de la nature de celle-ci se trouve justifiée par ce que 
qui s'est pratiqué dans tous les pays civilisés. Dans les moments d'in- 
surrection il y a toujours des excés de commis indépendamment de la volonté 
des masses qui agissent. Les douleurs du moment ont-ils porté un peuple 
a résister aux empiétements d'un gouvernement tyrannique ou despote, c'est 
une glorieuse dévolution si elle réussit, c'est une misérable rébellion, 
si elle ne réussit pas. L'ensemble des choses veut néanmoins, bien sou- 
vent, que le nom des vainqueurs soit déshonoré, tandis que celui de vaincu 
passe glorieux 4 la postérité. Qu'on demande a 1'Irlande si la longue 
suite de patriotes qui ont tout sacrifié dans son intérét ne lui sont pas 
plus chers que ceux contre qui ils combattaient, et qui les oppriment et 
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les tyrannisent aujourd'hui. La mémoire des premiers sera toujours pour 
les Irlandais un sujet de vénération; celle des seconds sera pour les 
Irlandais un sujet d'exécration éternelle. Mais les hon. membres ne 
veulent rien apprendre des progrés et des luminéres du jour. Eh quoi! 
les fils des Jacobins de Paris, les fils des membres du comité de salut 
public, viennent d'étre sensibles a la voix de la justice, ils ferment 
eux l'oreille 4 la voix de la raison et de l'humanité. C'est quand le 
gouvernement francais est abandonné entre les mains de la foule et qu'on 
leur dit faites honneur 4 votre pays, soyez miséricordieux envers ces 
ministres privaricateurs qui vous ont trahis et abaissés, qu'ils abolis- 
sent la peine de mort en matiére politique. Ces sentiments de miséricorde, 
et de pité sont descendus dans le coeur des Jacobins, et n'ont pi trouver 
place dans le coeur des hon. membres. (@coutez, écoutez.) 

Ils ne sentent vas que par le bon exemple en 1848 par les fils des 
terribles Jacobins de la république, que par le bon exemple du peuple 
Francais, c'est la populace de Paris qui est tellement améliorée qu'elle 
devient, pour ainsi dire, l'institutrice du gouvernement anglais, qu'elle 
enseigne la pitié et la modération a l'aristocracie Anglaise; que, bien 
probablement, Smith et Meagher auraient été sacrifiés en 1848 aux vengeances 
des lois sanguinaires de l'Angleterre, comme l'avaient été Emmet et la 
longue liste des patriotes martys (sic) pour 1'Irlande en 1798, si les 
derniéres classes de la France n'eussent pas été 14 pour stigmatiser le 
seule caste qui compte et qui gouverne en Angleterre, si elle eut osé 
aujourd'hui se montrer aussi vindicative qu'a l'époque de 98, si elle 
sut osé @tre aujourd'hui, plus sanguinaire que la populace de Paris 
(@coutez.) En exprimant des sentiments aussi inhumains, des idées aussi 
rétrogrades qu'en ont exprimés les membres de l'opposition, nous pouvons 
dire qu'ils se sont 4 jamais disqualifiés a prendre part au gouvernement 
du pays. Ceux qui cherchent ainsi leurs @tudes politiques et leurs 
exemples de législation dans le pays le plus maltraité qu'il y ait au 
monde aprés nous; ceux qui choisissent les époques de redoubelment de 
malheur et d'infortunés pour 1'Irlande ou le Canada, pour nous dire que 
c'est ainsi qu'il faut les gouverner, ne doivent pas étre destinés a 
posséder la confiance de peuples, comme celui du Canada ou plutét ou plus 
tard a cause de sa situation en Amérique 4 jouir d'un gouvernement dé- 
mocratique. 

Tant d'exécutions illégales prononcés avoir été telles, par toutes les 
autorités dans la métropole; tant de transportations illégales déclarées 
avoir été telles par les autorités judiciaires en Angleterre; les punitions 
plus monstrueuses encore, infligées par un despote ivre d'orgueil, sans 
l'ombre, sans le semblant d'une procédure contre ceux qu'il punissait sans 
les avoir fait interroger; et une dévastation si @étendue du pays, quand 
toute résistance y avait cessé depuis longtemps; un pillage organisé sur 
une aussi vaste échelle, suivie de l'interdiction de poursuivre comme in- 
cendiaires et voleurs, ceux qui n'étaient rien autre chose; sont des excés 
si exhorbitants, si étrangers aux annales de toute autre société civilisée, 
que c'est moins pour les victimes que pour leurs persécuteurs, qu'il est 
désirable, infiniment désirable que les torts de ces jours de désordres 
soient pardonnés, oubliés et modiquement réparés. Ce sont ceux qui ont 
permis, ceux qui ont conseillé ces violences, ceux qui sont aussi fautifs 
qui ceux qui les ont commises, qui doivent désirer qu'elle soient enseve- 
lies dans l'oubli. La mesure sous considération est une mesure d'équité, 
de sage politique, de conciliation entre des citoyens qui, aprés avoir 
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combattu les une contre les autres, sont destinés a vivre ensemble; 4 se 
rencontrer tous les jours dans des rapports d'affaires et de société. 

La plus grande diversité d'opinions méme les plus extrémes, régne 
sans inconvénients dans les états ot il y a de la moralité et de bonnes 
institutions, parceque la décision qui convient le mieux 4 1'époque et 
au pays, est avec stireté pour tous, laissée a la libre délibération de 
représentants élus par de libres élections. Le recours 4 la force n'a 
lieu que dans les pays oti une autre force a réprimé l'’autorité de la 
raison commune, de l'opinion publique. 

La danger de collision violente est infiniment diminué dans le pays. 
Les maux qu'elle a produits peuvent @tre calculés et déplorés. Le sou- 
venir en est récent. Le parti qui a succombé a le plus souffert, mais son 
honneur est sauf. L'Angleterre y a perdu, dit l'opposition, trois millions. 
C'est peu de choses, c'est moins que rien, au milieu de sa dette inextin- 
guible, irrachetable de douze cents millions. Mais elle a insulté aux lois 
de 1l'humanité; aux régles de son droit constitutionnel, 4 1'indépendance 
de ses juges. Son gouvernement civil a été enchainé sous un despotisme 
militaire sans régle et sans frein. Dans la réunion de ces circonstances, 
son influence morale, son honneur et sa réputation sont bien plus pro- 
fondément entamées, que sa fortune n'est amoindrie. 

La résistance a @claté, elle avait été provoquée par des abus de pouvoir 
qui l'ont justifiée, ou du moins excusée. Nul de ceux qui y ont pris part, 
et qui l'ont fait par amour de la justice, de la liberté et du Canada, 
sans ambitions personnelle, n'ont a rougir de l'avoir fait, quoiqu'ils 
déplorent les malheurs qui l'ont suivie. Une insurrection malheureuse 
peut laisser aprés elle des noms chéris et vénérés parmi ses victimes, 
des noms infames et odieux parmi ses vainqueurs. Demandez a 1'Irlande 
si elle connait des noms plus aimés et vénérés que ceux de Fitzgerald et 
d'Emmet; si elle en connait de plus souillés de exécrés que ceux de 
Reynold et de Castlereagh. 

Tous les plus odieux abus sont palliés, préconisés par 1'hon. membre 
représentant d'Hamilton et par tous ceux de son parti. Le duc de Richmond 
a eu tort de prendre l'argent du pays sans le consentement de ses repré- 
sentants, disons-nous. Mais vous n'y pensez pas, répondent-ils. Apprenez 
donc qu'il a eu l'approbation du secrétaire colonial. Eh bien! cela 
prouve que celui-ci ne valait pas mieux que celui-1la, et ne prouve rien 
autre chose. Les comtes Dalhousie, Aylmer, Gosford, ont bien fait, disent- 
ils, de prendre, ils ont été excusés tout de méme. De tous ces mauvais 
exemples applaudis par l'opposition, il n'y a rien autre chose 4 conclure, 
si non qu'elle ne doit jamais @tre portée au pouvoir, parceque quelqu'excés 
qu'elle y commetrait, si elle escamotait un compliment du bureau colonial, 
elle dormirait paisible et sans regret, sur les débris de nos droits violés, 
de nos libertés anéanties. 

Cette défense est une doctrine toute serviel, professée par des hommes 
tyranniques. Les hon. membres ont presque tout monté comme juges de paix 
ou autrement dans quelque tribunal ou autre. Est-ce de l'opinion, des 
désirs connus ou soup¢cconnés des gouverneurs, ou bien de la lettre des 
statuts qu'ils se sont appuyés pour rendre leurs jugemens. Qu'ils trouvent 
donc dans quelques statuts impériaux ou provinciaux, le texte qui excuse 
des aveux aussi déshonorants que ceux qu’ils ont faits. 

Mais tel n'est pas le cas. Le (sic) gouverneurs étaient rappellés la 
plupart malgré eux, quand l'excés du mal par eux commis rendait leur rappel 
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nécessaire. I1 était un chagrin, une perte, une humiliation, une pilule 
amére pour eux, recouverte d'un bien mince vernis. Néanmoins ils 

promus a d'autres situations, comme le comte de Dalhousie envoyé aux Indes. 
Oui, mais non pas pour avoir mal gouverné ici; mais 4 cause d'influences 
par eux-mémes, ou par des amis, que le ministre était forcé de ménager. 

Son vote et celui de quelques amis dans la chambre des Lords; le vote de 
ses créatures nommées par ses bourgs-pourris, pour la chambre des communes, 
la chance d'emporter n'importe quelle mince question qui concerne 1'Angle- 
terre, est de plus de poids, que le plus grand intérét, que le plus juste 
et le plus profond mécontentement colonial, dans la nomination des gouverneurs. 
On laisse les gouverneurs influens aussi longtems que possible. Quand il 
n'y a plus 4 pallier leur torts, on les rappelle. L'on a.néanmoins: be- 
soin de leur influence parlementaire. On les envoie en conséquence tour- 
menter quelqu'autre pays dépendant, sous la condition que leur procuration 
laissée au ministre, et leurs injonctions laissées a leur représentants 
asservis, lui donnent les voix de ceux qui n'ont pas besoin d'étre présens, 
d'entendre les débats, de savoir ce dont il s'agit, pour voter dans la 
chambre des Lords; de ceux qui ont besoin de n'avoir ni honneur ni con- 
science, pour voter d'aprés le caprice de ceux a qui leurs suffrages sont 
vendus, dans la chambre des Communes. C'est 14 la constitution anglaise, 
également vantée par les tories et les libéraux canadiens, également 
méprisée dans cette partie de son systéme de corruption et de prépondé- 
rance aristocratique, dans tout le reste du monde civilé. Quand l'on sait 
que c'est avant tout, la considération de l'influence parlementaire dont 
ils peuvent jouir, pour la décision d'intéréts métropolitains, qui déter- 
mine le choix des gouverneurs; que la considération des intéréts coloniaux 
n'entre pour rien dans ces jeux de hasard pour les colonies, de calcul pour 
et en faveur de 1l'Angleterre seule; quand les colons ne sont consultés en 
rien, n'ont aucune influence prochaine ni @éloignée sur leur choix; je ne 
connais rien de plus avilissant, que la réception enthousiaste, que la 
cour assidu, que les saluts obséquieux, avec lesquels tous sont accueil- 
lis au jour de leur arrivée. La justice suit de prés. Il n'en est pas 

un seul qui ait résidé quelques années en Canada, dont le jour du départ 
n'ait été un jour de joie et de contentement pour la grande majorité du 
peuple, qui dit, changer de mal, c'est soulagement. Tel a été le régime 
colonial dans sa vérité, dans tout le passé. 

Il n'en sera plus de méme avec le gouvernement responsable dirigé par 
les libéraux. Illusion. Ils n'ont obtenu le bill d'Union que par des 
moyens et pour des fins iniques. Ils le font fonctionner dans l'esprit 
et le poussent vers le but pour lequel il a été congu. Ils ne sont a 
l'oeuvre que depuis peu d'années. Dans ce court intervalle, ils ont plus 
nui a la cause de la liberté constitutionnelle par leurs artifices ou leurs 
erreurs; par le titre dont ils se sont décorés sans le mériter; que ne 
l'avait fait le parti tory, pendant sa longue et injuste domination. Avec 
une effrayante rapidité leur régime trompeur a créé l'ardeur 4 multiplier 
et 4 chercher les places, en remplacement de l'ardeur 4 les diminuer; a 

é la soif de l'or en étouffant l'amour du pays et de désintéressement. 
Tout ce qu’ils disent avec tant de vértié, avec l'expression d'une si juste 
indignation contre la dilapidation du revenu public sans autorité suf- 
fisante, par les gouverneurs, les secrétaires coloniaux et les tories; 
tout ce qu’ils leur reprochent d'injuste aggression, contre les droits du 
peuple du Haut-Canada; d'insultant dédain pour ses désirs connus et exprimés 
eux soi-disant libéraux en sont coupables 4 un plus haut degré contre le 
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peuple du Bas-Canada, dans leur criminelle alliance, avec les lords Dur- 
ham et Sydenham; dans leur coupable et inconséquente approbation, de leur 
politique tyrannique, spoliatrice non seulement de beaucoup plus d'argent 
que ne nous en avaient inconstitutionnellement enlevé tous les autres 
gouverneurs ensemble, mais spoliatrice a4 jamais, non; mais du moins tant 
que nous serons colonie anglaise, de toute sécurité, pour les institutions, 
les lois, les biens et les personnes des habitants du Bas-Canada. Letexte 
des traités, celui du droit public constitutionnel de l'Angleterre et de 
cette colonie, ont été déchirés et dispersés par la force armée, par la 
violence des deux tyrans, et par l'appui qu'ont donné les prétendus 
libéraux 4a toutes les usurpations, de la dictature en délire, parce que 
tout cela leur était expédient; était voulu par les intéréts de leur parti, 
et pour l'acquitement de leurs dettes. De quel poids pouvaient étre en 
présence de telles considérations, les douleurs de six cent mille hommes 
habitués depuis quatre-vingt ans, a ne connaitre pas d'autre régime que 
celui de l'injustice et de la partialité contre eux, et en faveur de tout 
ce qui n'est pas eux. I1 fut expédient pour les libéraux d'étre en un 
jour plus arbitraire et oppresseurs, que ne l'avaient été tous les ennemis 
des canadiens durant quatre-vignt ans; ils nous ont donné par 1a la mesure 
de leur moralité. Chaque fois qu'il leur paraitra expédient d'étre injustes 
a nos dépens, ils se copieront eux-mémes. Nous les trouverons tels qu'ils 
se révélent en ce moment méme, quand ils se font les apologistes de Lord 
Durham, _c'est-a-dire les bas flatteurs de celui qui le remplace en ce 
moment. 

L'hon. membre pour Sherbrooke s'est permis, M. l'orateur, quelques 
réflexions unjustifiables qui seraient propres a4 attrister le pays, si 
elles étaient venues de la part d'un agent du pouvoir; heureusement ce 
n'est que l'expression des ressentiments de personnes qui ne sont pas 
dans cette situation. Ce n'est qu'une suite de la pleine liberté des 
débats qui doivent accompagner toute discussion dans cette Chambre. Mais 
l'hon. membre doit se rappeler que pendant la suite d'années de libres 
discussions, pendant, lesquelles il a siégé dans le parlement du Bas- 
Canada; il n'a jamais entendu de remarques semblables 4 celles qui lui 
sont @chappées aujourd'hui, de remarques que parissent inspirées par 
l'esprit @troit d'intolétance religieuse et de bigoterie. I1 sait que 
comme représentants de citoyens de toutes croyances, nous n'avons 4 nous 
occuper que le leurs droits politiques et civils égaux, et les mémes sans 
distinction religieuse aucune. I1 a dit qu'il y avait dans ce pays, des 
taxes protestantes et des taxes catholiques. Or, il aurait du savoir 
qu'il n'existe dans ce pays qu'une seule taxe religieuse, et que c'est 
l'injustice et l'Angleterre qui nous 1'a imposée; c'est la septiéme partie 
de terre que s'est réservé le gouvernement pour ce concilier les hommes 
d'église. Iln'y a pas d'autres taxes religieuses dans les pays. La 
taxe a laquelle il a fait allusion, est prélevée pour la dépense commune 
et dés lors pour des fins civiles et politiques. I1 est douteux qu'elle 
soit légalement prélevée. Ce que les anglicans auraient payé a leur 
évéque, les gouverneurs l’ont requ, puis maintenant c'est la province, 
mais pour des fins civiles. L'hon. membre nous a dit qu'il avit vu quel- 
ques habitants protestants de la Pointe-Claire, qui se plaignaient de ce 
que la loi d'éducation ne leur était pas favorable, de ce qu'ils n'avaient 
pas d'écoles protestantes 4 leurs portes; que puisqu'il y avait des droits 
de prélevés sur les licenses de mariages parmi les protestants. Eh: bien, 
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M. l'orateur, lui qui avec raison se réserve une si pleine liberté de 
sentiments; une si simple latitude quand a ses opinions religieuses, 
avec la juste prétention qu'il conserve pour lui-méme, comme je me la 
réserve pour moi, que quelques soient nos opinions religieuses, nous 
n'avons a en rendre compte 4 aucun autre homme; lui, avec ses connais- 
Ssances et son €ducation soignée, au lieu d'éponger et d'absorber les 
idées @étroites, les préventions intolérantes de quelques hommes qui 

se plaingnaient 4 tort, lui loin de se laisser catéchiser par des 
ignorants ne devait-il pas les catéchiser et les convertir a ses senti- 
mens de tolérance. I1 eut du s'attacher a les @clairer, au lieu de 

les laisser dans leur erreur. I1 devait leur dire franchement, qu'en 

ce pays, le gouvernement est trés indépendant de toute influence ec- 
clésiastique (@écoutez) catholique surtout. Que le gouvernement 
métropolitain n'étant protestant, et les représentants coloniaux 

ayant a sa connaissance personnelle été constants a veiller au maintien 
de tous également; ils ne devaient point craindre que les é@coles fussent 
ouvertes dans un but de prosélytisme catholique. I1 devait leur dire: 
la loi vous donne l'avantage de vous réunir, si vous le voulez, pour 
vous donner des maisons d'éducation 4 part, mais si vous n'’étes dans 

une grande paroisse que quinze 4 vingt familles protestantes, trés éparses, 
diséminées sur une vaste surface, vous ne pouvez pas réunir vos enfants 
dans une école commune, vous n'avez pas le droit d'avoir un instituteur 
dans chaque maison; vous n'avez pas le droit de vous plaindre, vous étes 
assez protégés par l'esprit de tolérance qui régne partout dans le pays. 

S'il existe quelques abus dans notre systéme d'éducation, plaignez- 
vous en, et vous verrez immédiatement les représentants de toutes croyances, 
les canadiens comme les anglais venir a votre aide, et tous d'une seule 
voix reconnaitre que l'enseignement en vue de prosélytisme, ne doit pas 
étre toléré dans une société mixte comme l'est celle de la société cana- 
dienne; dans des écoles aidées par le revenu public, prélevé sur des sujets 
de croyances diverses. Il n'y a pas ici de taxes qui aient le caractére 
religieux. 

L'hon membre a fait allusion a la circonstance qui veut que les catholi- 
ques donnent a leurs évéques, une somme modique en quelques rares occasions 
d'empéchement catholiques a leurs mariages, pour cause de parenté. C'est 
parce que ces sommes sont sans importance que la loi n'y doit pas faire 
attention; c'est aussi parce que les évéques les emploient et ne peuvent 
les employer qu'a des oeuvres de charité et de bienfaisance, qu'il est 
trés juste de leur en laisser la distribution. Les lois canoniques qui 
leur permettent de recevoir ce droit de componende, leur doit un devoir 
de le consacrer au soutien des pauvres et des hépitaux. Le montant de 
ces sommes ne peut pas @tre considérable. 

Je crois donc, M. l'orateur, que dans cette occasion, 1l'hon. membre 
aurait rendu service a4 ceux qui lui ont fait part de semblables idées, 

s'il se fit donné la peine de les désillusionner au lieu de préter quel- 
que retentissement et quelqu'importance a leurs vues étroites, en venant 
nous faire part. 

Maintenant je me permettrai quelques remarques sur un autre sujet. 

Les hon. membres libéraux qui ont si fort exalté les extraordinaires 

mérites de lord Durham, sont bien en contradiction avec leurs principes 

et leurs professions d'amour pour la légalité et la liberté, de haine pour 
la conduite tout arbitraire du parti tory. Ils lui sont reconnaissants 
parce qu'il a suivi leurs inspirations sur ce qu'ils ont appelé le gouverne- 
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ment responsable avec des vues et des définitions toutes disparates les 
unes des autres; parce qu'il leur est venu en aide pour faire payer leurs 
dettes, par ceux qui ne les avaient pas contractées; parcequ'a leur priére 
et réquisition il nous a imposé l'acte d'Union. Ils ne peuvent pas se 
permettre 1'éloge de cet homme sans blesser profondément l'honneur et 

la sensibilité du Bas-Canada. Qui ne connait de lui que son arrogance 

et l'odieuse tyrannie de ses ordonnances nulles et illégales; et par l'acte 
d'Union décrété contre eux dans le but de les écraser. De semblables 
éloges en faveur de cet émissaire royal, parcequ'il les a mis a méme de 
nous faire subir un grande unjustice, prouvent que quand l'injustice doit 
leur profiter ils sont tout aussi peu scrupuleux contre nous, que les 
tories le furent peu contre eux. Je leur apprendrai s'ils ne le savent 
pas, qu'en admettant qu'il aurait été admirable et admiré en Europe, 
tandis que j'ai de bonnes raisons pour croire le contraire; je leur ap- 
prendrai que le peuple de cette province est loin de partager leurs 
opinions 4 son sujet; que lorsqu'il était 4 Québec, il a entendu s'élever 
contre ses projets les plaintes les plus justes de la part des citoyens, 
assemblés sous ses fenétres. Son projet était arrété longtemps avant son 
départ d'Angleterre. Sa nomination a la charge de gouverneur du pays, 
était due a l'influence accidentelle de l'un de ses parents, funeste 
auteur de tout le mal qui a fondu sur le Canada. La circonstance fortuite 
que celui-ci y avait une grandre (sic) seigneurie, a fait supposer qu'il 
le devait bien connaitre, et ses opinions nulles et sans poids pour ce 

qui touchait aux intéréts de l'Angleterre, étaient toutes puissantes pour 
ce qui touchait au Canada, inconnu, @loigné, dédaigné. I1 avait appuyé 
dés 1822 le projet du bill d'Union, il avait continué ses liaisons avec 
les comités constitutionnels de Montréal et fesait choisir lord Durham 
pour leur assurer gain de cause. Celui-ci avant son départ d'Angleterre 
écrivait aux ministéres; je serai auprés de vous sous peu de temps avec 
mon projet, pour le soutenir et le défendre, a ma place, dés la prochaine 
session. Sa lecon était faite, son parti était pris, son plan préconcu 
était arrété. 11 venait ici bien décidé 4 nous imposer cette mesure qu'il 
savait répugner au pays tout entier. 

Les hon. membres n'ont pu ignorer aucune de ces circonstances. Ils 
avaient eux-mémes voté, c'est-a-dire le parti libéral avait voté dans le 
dernier parlement, avant l'arrivée de lord Durham, dans la proportion de 
deux contre un, contre le projet d'Union. I1 n'a fallu rien moins qu'une 
corruption effrénée, et les déclarations réitérées d'un politique aussi 
immoral que le fut aprés lui lord Durham que quiconque ne l'appuyait perdait 
leurs places, pour les avoir fait sit6t changer d'opinion. Aux uns il 
disait (qui pourrait croire qu'il y eut quelque homme capable de se laisser 
influencer par une si pauvre considération) si vous n'acquiescez pas 4 
cette mesure l'Angleterre fatiguée de vos plaintes incessantes retirera 
ses troupes du pays, et vous abandonnera a la discrétion des rebelles; 

a d'autres, il disait toute contradiction 4 mon plan est inutile; sir 
Robert Peel qui, l'an dernier, s'est opposé au projet de l'Union des 
Canadas, je l'ai vu, et aujourd'hui il admire ce projet; toute résistance 
est inutile. Voila ce qu'il disait, et quelques semaines aprés arrivait 

le démenti le plus formel de la part de sir Robert Peel, qui disait: cet 
homme, je ne lui ai jamais fait part de mes opinions 4 ce sujet, il ne 

les connait point, mais puisque le ministére persiste a présenter ce bill, 
qu'il en porte la responsabilité. Ce n'est pas sur une question coloniale 
que j'entrerai en lutte contre lui. C'est 4 ces artifices de lord Sydenham, 
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4 l'avidité et a l'asservissement des libéraux du Haut-Canada qu'est 

du notre acte d'Union; acte inique que le pays souffre transitoirement 
parcequ'il ne peut pas l'empécher, parce que l'on n'a pas fait dans le 
district de Montréal les mémes efforts méritoires qui ont été fait dans 
les autres districts, dont il ne cessera jamais de demander la révocation 
et dont les auteurs connus et dénoncés, lui seront toujours odieux. 

Je crois, M. l'orateur, que si l'on ne change pas 1'état de la question, 
si l'on ne dénature pas le sens de ce bill, qui n'est pas pour récompenser 
la rébellion, comme le répéte, sans le croire, l'opposition, uniquement 
pour allumer des passions mauvaises, comme si de son aveu elles étaient 
les seules qui puissent lui profiter, si l'on veut se refermer dans les 
justes bornes de la question qui nous occupe, on vera qu'il n'existe pas 
de motifs raisonnables de faire remettre la considération de cette mesure. 
Elle a @té commencée dans les parlements passés et attendue dans celui- 
ci. S'il y avait quelques difficultés, ca ne serait pas sur la question 
en elle-méme, elle n'en souffre pas; ca serait sur les détails du bill, 
sur son principe. Quoique j'approuve décidément les résolutions quand 
a leur but tel que je l'explique, je n'approuve pas le plan du cabinet 
pour effectuer cette mesure. Je crois qu'elle ne pourra étre qu'infiniment 
peu utile a ceux qui ont souffert. Des débentures rachetables aprés vingt 
ans sont un plan onéreux pour le public qui, au lieu de payer £100,000 en 
payera £220,000 4 des agioteurs, a des usuriers; ruineux pour les personnes 
que nous voulons aider, et qui au lieu des £100,000 que nous leur promettons, 
ne recevront pas le quart de cette somme. 

Les usuriers sont 1a préts a profiter avant tout de cette mesure. 

Ces débentures finiront par tomber a dix pour cent de leur valeur nominale. 
Je crois qu'un plan plus judicieux que celui d'émettre ces débentures 

eu été d'approprier une partie du revenu public, disons au montant de 
vignt mille louis pour payer instantanément aprés liquiditation, toutes 
réclamations modiques; puis une affectation de 10 4 12 mille louis par 

an garantie aux préteurs, vous donnerait de suite par emprunt la somme 
nécessaire pour payer la totalité des créances admises, pour pertes causées 
par la rébellion. Dans huit ans les préteurs seraient remboursés, la 
province aurait payé moins de £20,000 d'intérét. Dans votre plan vous en 
faites payer £120,000 six a sept fois autant que par le mien, qui satis- 
fait en entier les victimes de nos troubles indistinctement loyaux et 
autres, tandis que vous ne leur donnez rien, que de stériles promesses. 

Par cette opération, la mesure projetée profiterait 4 ceux qui le 
méritent, non pas aux spéculateurs qui n'ont pas souffert. Donnez moins 
pour les travaux publics, ou ayez méme recours a4 de nouvelles taxes, si 
vous le croyez possible, ce qui est bien difficle, parce qu'elles sont 
déja aussi élevées que le permet la siireté du revenu du public, qui, si 
ou (sic) @levait encore les taxes, serait probablement ruiné par la contre- 
bande. 

Je ne vois pas pourquoi cette suggestion ou quelqu'autre de pareille 
nature, ne serait pas adoptée. Toute me parait préférable 4 des emprunts 
a longs termes. Ils sont exposés 4 tant d'éventualités qu'il sont vendus 
cher, ou ne peuvent s'effectuer, et ils achévent de tuer notre crédit 
expirant. 

Le Haut-Canada répéte avec une infatigable persistance et cherche 4 
faire valoir avec beaucoup de sophisme, 1l'idée que nous ne devons pas 
nous plaindre de la distribution des douze millions de piastres, parce 
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que disent-ils la confection des canaux de la province supérieure a été 
aussi utile 4 ume province qu'a l'autre. C'est un sophisme misérable, 

une erreur injustifiable. Une trés petite partie des sommes qui ont été 
consacrées a4 la confection de ces canaux, employée 4 améliorer nos chemins 
publics eut pt @tre trés utile 4 la masse de nos cultivateurs et donner 
beaucoup de valeur 4 leurs propriétés et a leurs produits, comme les 
canaux l'ont fait pour le Haut-Canada. La c'étaient les rapides qui 
diminuent la valeur des produits, ici ce sont les orniéres qui diminuet 
la valeur des notres. L'on a que par la canalisation du Haut-Canada ses 
rapides et par l'absorption de tout le revenu l'on a laissé ses orniéres 
au Bas-Canada. Depuis que les travaux de canalisation ont été opérés, le 
Haut-Canada seul en a profité. Le prix de ses grains a doublé dans une 
grande partie de sa province. Quel avantage en a retiré le Bas-Canada? 

Le seul avantage que le Bas-Canada en a retiré ne consiste qu’a avoir dans 
Montréal quelques journaliers de plus qui gagnent leur écu par jour pendant 
une petite partie de l'année, mais le prix des grains n'a point augmenté 
pour le Bas-Canada, comme il l'a pour le Haut. Celui-ci devait donc payer 
en proportion de l'avantage qu'il en retirait. 

Les chemins ont été améliorés dans Montréal et ses environs; c'est 
trés bon pour favoriser les promenades des habitants de la ville, mais 
pour nos cultivateurs, c'est inutile, c'est nuisible méme 4 tous ceux 
qui sont au-dela de la portion améliorée des routes. C'est une cause de 
taxe de plus qu'ils ont a payer inutilement pour eux. A deux a trois 
lieues de Montréal, les chemins sont impracticables. On ne peut donc 
arriver 4 la ville qu'avec une demie-charge; et c'est l'obligation ou 
est notre cultivateur de payer son entrée 4 la ville pour cette demie- 
charge, qui rend sa condition pire qu'elle n'était auparavent. C'est 
dans ce sens 1a qu'il ne faut pas se laisser tromper par les prétendus 
grands avantages qu'on nous dit devoir retirer de cette canalisation qui 
apres sa quatriéme année d'essai est moins profitable qu'elle ne l'a été 
dans la seconde année. I1 en est de méme de tout ce qu‘on a dit pour 
excuser l'acte d'Union. Les libéraux qui l'ont sollicité pour leur 
avantage exclusif, en sacrifiant partie de leurs droits et les notres 
en entier, pour applaudir a4 l'usurpation de l'Angleterre, disent ce 
sont deux soeurs-provinces qu'on a voulu unir pour les rendre plus fortes. 
Mais en quoi l'Union nous a-t-elle rendu plus puissants, quel bien nous 
a-t-elle fait? L'animosité dans cette Chambre, l'animosité virulente que 
l'on excite dans le public; l'appel aux armes qui sert de préambule aux 
assemblées publiques, le fol expoir d'influer sur notre décision par ces 
menaces sont-ils des éléments de force? Non; mais elle nous a procuré 
l'avantage du gouvernement responsable; le gouvernement responsable est 
une suite de l'Union. Il a été concédé sand idée fixe de ce qu'il serait, 
par suite du fait reconnu que le systéme ancien de gouvernement ne pouvait 
plus fonctionner; était avili et répudié par le pays; que le progrés de 
l'opinion démocratique dans le Bas-Canada ne nous permettrait plus de 
supporter l'ancien ordre de choses; et que dans le Haut-Canada, les luttes 
des partis, quoiqu'elles n'eussent pas été engagées en vue de réformes 
réelles et profondes, avaient excité des rancunes si haineuses entre des 
hommes qui se disputaient le pouvoir, que le gouvernement du jour ne pouvait 
plus les appaiser. Le cri de ralliement du parti le moins coupable, était 
gouvernement responsable. I1 leur a été concédé. Jusqu'a présent, il n'a 
été et n'est rien autre chose, que l'ancienne et frivole querelle des deux 
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partis qui veulent se supplanter; 1'Union bien loin de remédier 4 tous 

ces inconvénients de notre ancienne constitution, n'a fait que les croftre. 
Il s'en suit que tout naturellement la séparation des provinces sera, avant 
longtemps, demandée dans leur intérét mutuel avec une égale ardeur. Le pays 
n'en a rien retiré ou n'en peur retirer aucun des avantages qu'on lui avait 
dit devoir en découler. Le pays devient chaque jour de plus en plus en 
droit d'exiger des réformes sérieuses et réelles par l'extension du systéme 
électif; et c'est parce que l'Angleterre s'affaiblit tous les jours de plus 
en plus en Amérique; c'est parceque le systéme actuel est insuffisant, 
contraire aux intéréts des habitants des deux provinces; c'est parceque 
l'émigration est continuelle tant du Nouveau Brunswick que des deux 

pour aller chercher de meilleures institutions et plus de chance de succés 
aux Etats-Unis, que l1'Angleterre sera obligée, soit que les provinces 
restent réunies ou séparées, non seulement de ne pas leur Gter le gouverne- 
ment responsable sans leur consentement, mais de leur laisser adopter tel 
systéme de liberté de plus en plus grande qu'il leur semblera bon de 
choisir conjointement ou séparément. C'est par suite de ces considérations, 
c'est par suite de l'aigreur qui a accompagné le débat sur cette question, 
que je dis que toutes les discussions dans la législature unie forcément 
prennent un caractére blamable d'antipathies nationales, qu'elles seront 
des appels malheureux et réitérés aux préjugés nationaux et de races; 1'amour 
de la liberté et le soin d'en bater (sic) le développement se perdra dans 
cette lutte regrettable. En vue de ces dangers, je répéte qu'il est dans 
notre intérét mutuel d'en venir le plus t6dt possible 4 une séparation, que 
j'appuierai toujours a quelque parti, ministére ou opposition, qu'appar- 
tiendra le mérite de la proposer le premier. Les débats sur cette question 
instruisent de plus en plus rapidement tous les hommes pensants qui ont 

a coeur la paix et les progrés des Canadas des mauvais effets de 1'Union; 
me confirment de plus en plus que chaque fois qu'il s'agira d'une question 
d'intérét pour le Bas-Canada, l'on verra chez les membres du Haut-Canada 

se renouveller 1'expression des vues é@étroites que nous les avons entendus 
exprimer depuis deux ou trois jours que dure cette discussion. 

En terminant, je dois dire que les dépenses énormes de canalisation 
dans le Haut-Canada, ont nui méme au peuple du Haut-Canada sous quelques 
rapports au moins, ont nui surtout aux émigrés qui vont s'y établir, en 
donnant 4 la compagnie des terres, les moyen de les vendre a des prix bien 
plus élevés qu'ils ne les auraient vendues autrement. Cela a empéché 
l'émigration de s'y établir. Pendant que les canaux se creusaient elle 
s'y fixait. Ce gain cessant, le haut prix des terres 1'a poussé chez les 
américains. Cette mesure a ainsi donné de grands profits au monopole des 
compagnies établies dans la province supérieure parce qu'on a cédé 4 
l'usurpation du parlement impérial sur les attributions des parlements 
provinciaux; parceque nous sommes tous ensemble obligés de souffrir parmi 
nous des compagnies encouragées dans leurs exactions par des autorités 
étrangéres, habituées dans la métropole a dédaigner les besoins et les 
souffrances des travailleurs. 

Tout ce que j'ai dit jusqu'ici suffira, pour me justifier de dire qu'on 
ne peut donner aucune raison valide pour ajourner les débats sur cette 
question. Elle ne comporte aucune injustice, elle ne peut n'avoir aucun 
désavantage appréciable pour l'autre partie de la province. Ce n'est de 
Sa part qu'un bien minime accompagné en compensation des injustices dont 
elle s'est rendue coupables envers nous, et qui tend a rendre plus supportable 


la position qu'on nous a faite. Je donne de tout mon coeur, mon con- 
cours aux résolutions que nous soumettent les ministres, parcequ'elles 
consacrent un principe que tous les libéraux doivent admettre comme juste 
et équitable./8 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN rose and said, that seeing no prospect of the 
debate being terminated that evening, he moved that it be adjourned until 


to-morrow. / 
80 


Mr. Baldwin's motion was put and carried. 
(93) 
On motion of the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin, seconded by 
Mr. Cauchon, 
Ordered, That the Debate be further adjourned unttl to-morrow, and be then 
the first Order of the day. 


Orders Ordered, That the remaining Orders of the day be 
deferred. postponed unttl to-morrow. 


Then, on motion of Mr. Cauchon, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Attorney 
General Baldwin, 


The House adjourned. 


FOOTNOTES: 19 FEBRUARY 1849. 
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The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 21 Feb- 
ruary 1849; and PILOT, 21 February 1849; and PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 

2 March 1849, and LA MINERVE, 19 February 1849, noted the debate. 
PILOT, 21 February 1849. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 21 February 1849. 

IBID. 

PILOT, 21 February 1849. 

BD 

IBID., which added a note that "Certain events that occurred during 
last session during the evidence of Mr. George Brown on the Vansit- 
tart case being doubtless fresh in his memory--((Col. Prince)) rose 
with some warmth...." 

PILOT, 21 February 1849. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

The debate on this matter was reported by: MONTREAL GAZETTE, 21 Feb- 
ruary 1849; LA MINERVE, 15 March 1849; PILOT, 21 February 1849, GLOBE, 
28 February 1849, in a shorter account, and BROCKVILLE RECORDER, 

1 March 1849, which had an abbreviated account in Papineau's speech, 
in identical accounts; PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 2 March 1849; and L'AVENIR, 
28 February 3, 7 March 1849. LA MINERVE, 22 February 1849, and LE JOURNAL 
DE QUEBEC, 22 February 1849, noted the debate, as well as GLOBE, 21 
February 1849, MORNING CHRONICLE, 21 February 1849, and BRITISH COLON- 
IST, 23 February 1849, in identical accounts. A commentary may be 
found in PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 9 March 1849. 
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MONTREAL GAZETTE, 21 February 1849. 
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PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 2 March 1849. 


MONTREAL GAZETTE, 21 February 
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PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 2 March 1849. 


PILOT, 21 February 1649. 


PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 2 March 1849. 
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PRINCE EDWARD GAZETTE, 2 March 1849. 
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TUESDAY, 20 FEBRUARY 1849. 


(93) 
Montreal MR. SPEAKER latd before the House, a Statement 
Htgh Sehool. of the Property of the High School of Montreal, 


and of the Revenue and Disbursements for the year 
ending ist July 1848, pursuant to the Act 8 Vie. ec. 104. 





Appendix (N. N.) For the satd Statement, see Appendix (N. N.) 
Montreal City And also, Statement of the Affatrs of the City 
and District and Distrtet Savings Bank of Montreal, recetved 
Savings Bank. tn conformity to an Order of the House, of the 
25th ultimo. 
Appendtx (P.) For the satd Statement, see Appendix (P.) 
Petittons The following Petitions were severally brought 
brought up. up, and latd on the table:-- 





By Mr. Davtgnon,--The Petttton of Joseph Courtemanche and others, of 
the County of Rouvtile. 

By Mr. Flint,--The Petttton of the Muntctpal Counctl of the District 
of Vtetorta (Muntetpal Counetl Btll). 

By Mr. Marquts,--The Petttton of the Muntctpal Counctl of Kamouraska 
(Muntetpal Councils). 

By Mr. Polette,--The Petition of John Keenan and others, Officers and 
Members of Fire Compantes. 

By Mr. Fourquin,--The Petttton of Léon Rousseau, Esquire, and others, 
of the County of Yanaska. 

By Mr. Wetenhall,--The Petittton of the Muntetpal Counctl of the District 
of Gore (Muntetpal System); and the Petttton of Frederick C. Capreol, of 
the City of Toronto. 

By Mr. Fergusson,--The Petitton of James Cowan and others, of the Town- 
shtp of Waterloo, District of Wellington; and the Petitton of John Frost, 
Esqutre, and others, of the Distrtet of Simeoe and Wellington. 

By Mr. Holmes,--The Petttton of the Honorable James Ferrter and others, 
Directors and Stockholders of the Htgh School of Montreal. 


Petition of W. Ordered, That the Petttton of William Stewart and 

Stewart and others, of the Townshtp of Nepean, District of 

others; Dalthouste, be referred to the Standing Committee 
on Standing Orders. 

Of the Revd. A. Ordered, That the Petitton of the Reverend Antotne 

Racine and others, Racine and others, of Stanfold, and other places 

referred. tn the District of Three Rivers, be referred to 


the Select Committee appointed to enqutre tnto 
the causes of Emtgratton from Canada to the United States, and other re- 
ferences. 


Education Re- The Honorable Mr. Attorney General LaFontatne, 
pore t(G, Cs) one of Her Majesty's Executive Counctl, latd before 


the House, by command of Hts Excellency the Governor 
General, --Report of the Superintendent of Elementary Education of Lower 
Canada, for the year 1848. 
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Appendix (0. 0.) For the satd Report, see Appendix (0. 0.) 


Ordered, That the satd Report be printed for the use of the Members of 
thts House. 


A. B. Papineau. The Honorable Mr. Attorney General LaFontatne, 

one of Her Majesty's Executive Counctl, presented, 
pursuant to an Address to His Excellency the Governor General,--Return to 
an Address from the Legislative Assembly to Hts Excellency the Governor 
General, dated the 8th instant, praying him to be pleased to cause to be 
latd before them, Coptes of any petitions, papers and correspondence (tin 
additton to those already on the Journals of the House) that may be in 
the possesston of the Executtve Government, relative to the dismtssal of 
A. B. Paptneau of St. Martin, Esquire, as well prevtous as subsequent to 
his dismtssal from the Magtstracy of the Distrtet of Montreal, and other 
offtces of trust and honor under Her Majesty's Government, and explonatory 
of the causes of hts said dismissal. 
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Ordered, That the satd Return be printed for the use of the Members 
of thts House 


Revenue and Ordered, That it be an Instructton to the Select 
Expendtture. Commtttee to wh 


teh are referred the Publte 
Aecounts for 1847, and the Accounts of the 
Trintty House of Quebec, to make or procure, or cause to be made, tf 
practicable, a General Statement of the Annual Revenue and Expenditure 

of thts Provinee, from the pertod of the Unton of the late Provinces 

of Upper and Lower Canada, to the end of the year 1847, shewtng the 

gross amount collected, from what sources, and under what authority; os 
net amount after deducting the expenses of collectton, and the expenditure 
classtfted under different heads; and to report the same to the House. 


Adjournment. Resolved, That this House will, at the rising of the 
House thts day, adjourn ttll Thursday next (to- 

morrow betng Ash-Wednesday). 

Altens Natu- Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Merritt have lteave 

raltzation Bill. ta being tm a Bill to repeal a certain Act 


theretn menttoned, and to make better provtston 
for the naturaltzatton of Altens. 
He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second 
time, on Tuesday next. 


Emigration Btil. Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Merritt have leave 
to bring in a Bill to amend the Emtgratton Act. 
He accordi ung Ly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second 
time, on Tuesday next.1 


Pettttons of tS That Mr. Beaubten and Mr. Armstrong be added 
die Coare. to the Be” Ca ttee to whtch were referred 


the two Petitions of John Clark, Esqutre, on 
behalf of the Ntagara District a. tural Soetety. 
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Ordered, That the satd Committee have leave to report from time to ttme, 
by Bill or otherwtse. 


Offtctal Nottces Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Merritt have 


Beer. leave to bring in a Btll to provtde for the 


insertion of certain Offtetal Nottces tn the 
Canada Gazette only. 


(94) 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a 
second ttme, on Tuesday next. 


Shertff of the The Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin, 
Niagara District. one of Her Majesty's Executive Counctl, presented, 


pursuant to an Address to Hts Excellency the 
Governor General,--Return to an Address from the Legtslative Assembly 
to Hts Excellency the Governor General, dated the 15th tnstant, praying 
that Hts Excellency would be pleased to cause to be latd before them, 
all Papers connected wtth the Securtttes given by the Shertff of the 
Ntagara District to the Government, having reference to hts office of 
Shertff. 
By Command, 
J. LESLIE, 
Secretary. 
Provinetal Secretary's Office, 
20th February 1849. 
Niagara, Ist August, 1848. 
tr,--In fulftlment of the dtrecttons of the Statute 3 Will. 4, 
e. 8, sec. 19, I have the honor to report, for the information of 
Hts Excellency the Governor General, that the Shertff of the Dtstrict 
of Niagara hath omitted to give and renew his Security, as requtred by 
that Act, and that hts former Covenant exptred on the ntnth day of July 
Last. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed, } E. C. CAMPBELL, 
Chatrman Quarter Sesstons, 
Ntagara District. 
The Honorable R. B. Sullivan, 
Secretary, &c. &e. 
Montreal. 


Secretary's Offtce, 
Montreal, 8th August, 1848. 

Str,--I have the honor, by command of the Governor General, to tn- 
form you that the Judge of the _Ntagara District Court has reported 
to Hts Excellency, that you have omttted to gtve and renew your Se- 
curtty as Shertff of that Dtstrtet, as required by the Act 3 Will. 4, 
e. 8, and that your former Covenant expired on the 9th July last. 

I am dtrected by Hts Excellency to request that you wtll furnish 
me with an explanation of the cause of thts omtsston, for Hts Excellency's 
informatton. 

I have, &e. 
(Stgned,) EE. A. MEREDITH. 


eran 


Wm. Kingsmill, Esqutre, 
Shertff of the Neagara District. 
Niagara, C. W. 


Shertff's Office, 
Niagara, 8th August, 1848. 

Str,--Having been reminded by the Chatrman of the Quarter Sesstons, 
that the pertod for renewing amy Securtttes has arrtved, a ctr eumstance 
tnadvert ently lost stght of, I have the honor to state, that no time 
shall now be lost tn complying wtth the requirements of the Statute. 

I have, &e. 
(Stgned,)  W. KINGSMILL, 
Shertff Ntagara District. 

The Honorable 

The Seeretary of the Province. 


Shertff's Offtce, 
Niagara, 16th October, 1848. 
Str,--I have the honor to inform you, that the Seeurtttes, requir 
by law, for the due performance of my offtce as Shertff of the Ntagara 
trict, have been dspostted, as required, in the Offtce of the Clerk 
e Peace, to be approved by the Magtstrates in Quarter Sessions 
assembled. 


9 
5) 
ch 
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T have; ée. 
(Stgned,)  W. KINGSMILL, 
Shertff Niagara District. 
The Honorable 
The Secretary of the Province, 
ac. Ge. &e. 


Mem.--Mr. Kingsmtll's former Bond ts dated the 10th July, 1844, 
and stated to be good unttl the 9th July, 1848. 

The new one ts dated 10th July, 1848. The Securtttes however agree 
to be ltable from the 9th July. 

The same ts the case wtth the Covenant, whtch ts not approved by 
the Magistrates tn Sesston until the 19th January, 1849. Hwee 


Stormont Electton. On motton of Mr. Jobin, seconded by Mr. Morrison, 


Ordered, That the Select Committee appotnted to try the mertts of the 
Petttton comp Latning of an undue Eleetton and Return for the County 
of Stormont, have leave to adjourn unttl Thursday next. 


Rebellton The Order of the day betng read, for reswning 
Losses, (L. C.) the adjourned Debate upon the Amendment whtch was, 


on Tuesday last, proposed to be made to the Questton, 
That the Order of the day for the House tn Commtttee to take tnto con- 
stderatton the necessity of establishing Sie amount of Losses tneurred 
by certain innabttants tn Lower Canada during the Politteal Troubles 
of 1837 and 1838, and of providing for the “payment thereof, be now 
And whteh Amendment was, That the words "now read" be left out, 
and the words "postponed for ten days, to give time for the expresston 


ks 
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of the feelings of the Country," added instead thereof. 
And the Questton on the Amendment betng agatn proposed:--The House 
resumed the satd adjourned Debate. 2 


MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE. 2--11 me sera permis, j'aime a le croire, 
de réclamer un moment l'attention de cette chambre. Loin d'imiter la 
conduite des membres de l'opposition en faisant un appel aux plus mau- 
vaises passions de la nature humaine, je me contenterai et me ferai un 
devoir de replacer la question sur son terrain véritable. Je le ferai 
dans un langage bien différent de celui des mes adversaires; ce sera 
mon langage ordinaire, langage dont je n'ai jamais eu et n'aurai jamais 
a rougir. 

J'ai deux propositions 4 établir; la premiére est que nous ne fai- 
sons que marcher dans la voie que nos adversaires, qui formaient la 
derniére administration, nous avaient tracée, ou pour mieux dire, imposée, 
relativement a cette question des pertes souffertes dans nos malheureux 
troubles politiques, et que la mesure que nous proposons aujourd'hui 
n'est que la conséquence nécessaire de celle qu'ils ont eu le mérite 
de présenter eux-mémes en 1845, mesure dont ils ont pris, aux yeux de 
tout homme honnéte et sensé, aux yeux du pays tout entier, 1'engagement 
solemnel de conduire 4 fin. 

Etaient-ils sincéres? C'est 1a une question dont l'appréciation 
dépend de leurs actes, de leurs actions, dont je vais faire 1'exposé; 
je laisserai ensuite la solution de cette question aux honorables membres 
de cette chambre et au public. 

Toujours est-il vrai qu'étant au pouvoir, ils ont engagé la foi 
du gouvernement. Et, parce que nous voulons, nous racheter cette 
promesse solemnelle de leur part, nous nous trouvons, a4 notre grande 
surprise, l'objet de leurs accusations impuissantes, il est vrai, mais 
qui, par cela méme qu'elles sont impuissantes, n'en décélent pas moins 
leur faiblesse, leur manque de générosité, de sincérité méme, qu'on me 
pardonne cette expression! 

La seconde proposition consiste a réfuter l'assertion si souvent 
faite dans le cours de ces débats, que l'adoption de notre mesure aurait 
l'effet de faire payer au Haut-Canada, et a son préjudice, certaines 
pertes que nos troubles politiques de 1837 et 1838, ont fait essuyer 
aux habitants du Bas-Canada. 

Pour mieux développer ma premiére proposition, il me faut faire le 
précis historique des mesures législatives ou administratives, adoptées 
tant dans le Haut que dans le Bas-Canada, sur la question des pertes 
dont i1 s"agit. 

D'abord pour le Haut-Canada, ot une rébellion a éclaté, quoique sa 
population ne fit pas canadienne-francaise. La législature du Haut- 
Canada passa deux actes, l'un en 1838, et l'autre en 1840; le premier 
avait pour objet de faire constater, par des commissaires, le montant 
des pertes, l'autre d'approprier une somme de £40,000 4 1'indemnité 
de ces pertes. Vous ne trouverez, ni dans l'un ni dans l'autre de 
ces deux actes, aucune classification des sujets de Sa Majesté, qui 
ont été victimes de ces pertes. Tous ceux qui avaient souffert, sont 
appelés 4 demander un indemnité. La nature ou l'origine des pertes 
seule était définie. C'’était celles que pouvaient avoir été occasion- 
nées par les rebelles. Cependant l'acte de 1840 ajouta le mot, ou 
autrement, mot bien vague, il faut l'avouer. En 1841, 1'Union des 
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deux Provinces est décrétée. 

Dans la premiére session du parlement uni un amendment est proposé 
il consiste a faire reconnaitre que l'indemnité doit s'étendre non 
seulement aux pertes occasionnées par les rebelles ou autrement, mais 
encore 4 celles dont les troupes de Sa Majesté, les volontaires, ou 
toutes autres personnes prenant sur elles d'agir par ordre du gouverne- 
ment, ont pu aussi étre la cause. Ce dernier amendement devient loi; 
il fait partie de l'acte de 1841. Que l'on remarque, M. l'orateur, 
que cet acte, non plus que les deux premiers, ne fait aucune distinction 
entre les divers degrés de loyauté des victimes. Que l'on remarque 
également que l'acte de 1840, appropriant £40,000, fut passé dans la 
derniére session du dernier parlement du Haut~-Canada, 4 une @poque ow 
le Haut-Canada était incapable de payer sa dette publique, et que cet 
acte est le dernier acte de ce parlement, et que dans cet acte, il 
n'est nullement question des voies et moyens de prélever cette somme 
de £40,000. 

Voila l'état de choses jusqu'a 1841. Dans la session de 1842, 
je fus appelé au ministére. Cette session ne dura que quelques jours. 

Dans la session de 1843, l'hon. membre pout le comté d'Essex, nous 
demanda si le gouvernement avait l'intention de pourvoir au paiement 
des pertes souffertes dans le Haut-Canada, c'est-a-dire au paiement 
des £40,000. Notre réponse fut négative; et, en la donnant nous 
déclamames que, s'il fallait payer, a méme le fonds consolidé de la 
province, les pertes du Haut-Canada, il faudra aussi payer celles du 
Bas-Canada, dont le montant devait @tre au moins double de celui du 
Haut-Canada. En outre le fonds consolidé ne permettait pas de le 
faire. Je crois que cette réponse fut approuvée par l'hon. membre 
pour Essex. Je me rappelle fort bien qu'a la suite de cette réponse, 
l'hon. membre pour Toronto, (M. Sherwood) se hata, peut-étre un peu 
trop vite; de dire que les habitans du Haut-Canada étaient préts 4 se 
soumettre a des taxes directes pour soulever au paiement des £40,000. 
Un comité spécial fut nommé soit sur sa proposition, ou celle de l'hon. 
membre pour essex, (col. Prince); dans tous les cas, l'un et l'autre 
en faisaient partie; et je pense que l'hon. membre pour Hamilton (sir 
Allan MacNab) en faisait aussi partie. Ce comité spécial avait pour 
mission d'indiquer les moyens de prélever cette taxe directe sur les 
habitans du Haut-Canada. A-t-il jamais fait rapport? jamais, Que 
devenait done cette vanterie de cette bonne disposition de la part de 
nos concitoyens du Haut-Canada de se taxer directement pour payer ces 
pertes? Ceux qui avaient eule courage de parler de cette taxe, n'ont 
pas eu celui d'indiquer les moyens de la prélever. 

Dans tous les cas, il résulte de ce fait que les habitans du Haut- 
Canada, quoiqu'anglais, n'aiment pas plus 4 @tre taxés que les habitans 
du Bas-Canada. 

Dans cette session de 1843, le ministére dont je faisais partie, 
résigna. La session suivante du parlement, qui fut celle de 1844 et 
1845, fut ouverte sous auspices de sir Charles Metcalfe et de 1'adminis- 
tration, 4 laquelle nous avons succédé l'année derniére. 

Le choix de l'orateur, a l'ouverture de la session de 1844-45, 
fit voir quelle était la force des deux partis politiques. Une majorite 
de trois seulement placa dans le fauteuil l'hon. membre pour Hamilton, 
(sir Allan MacNab). Je fais remarquer alors que je regrettais beaucoup 
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que le gouvernement n'eut pas une majorité plus forte dans cette chambre; 
car je ne suis pas un de ceux qui proclament qu'il faut une chambre 
forte et un gouvernement faible, comme on l'’a dit derniérement dans 

cette enceinte; au contraire sous notre nouvelle forme de constitution, 
le gouvernement sera fort ou faible, selon que la majorité qui l'appuie 
dans cette chambre, et dont dépend son existence, sera elle-méme forte 
ou faible. 

Dans cette célébre majorité de 3 se trouvait l'honorable membre 
du lac des Deux-Montagnes, (M. Scott.) Je ne sais a quel degré de 
loyauté, l'administration desir Charles Mercalfe l'avait considéré. 
Toujours est-il vrai qu'elle s'était empressée d'acceuillir son appui; 
appui qui l'a sauvée du naufrage dans plus d'une occasion. _ Pouvait-il 
en 6tre autrement d'une administration qui, plus d'une fois, fut 
obligée de compter sur le désintéressement et le patriotisme de l'op- 
position, pour faire passer ses mesures? 

L'hon. membre du lac des Deux-Montagnes me pardonnera, si j'en 
appelle a lui, je ne fais qu'accomplir un devoir que mes adversaires, 
auxquels il a cru devoir lui méme donner son appui pendant deux sessions, 
m'imposent aujourd'hui. Les électeurs de 1'Hon. membre lui avaient 
confié des pétitions, demandant une indemnité, surtout pour la destruc- 
tion de l'église de St. Eustache. Je reconnais ici que 1'Hon. membre 
a fait tout ce qui était en son pouvoir pour obtenir cette indemnité; 
il croyait l'obtenir en donnant honnétement ainsi qu'il l'a déclaré 
dans cette chambre, son appui a4 une administration qui l'a joué et 
trompé. En m'exprimant ainsi, je ne fais que répéter ce que l'hon. 
membre a déja dit dans cette enceinte, et ce qu'il s'empressera de 
dire encore, je n'en ai aucun doute. En outre de l'intérét de ses 
électeurs, 1'Hon. membre avait lui-méme un intérét personnel 4 
l'indemnité qu'il réclamait auprés de la derniére administration. 

Cette administration le savait, et lui faisait espérer cette indemnité. 

Nous en sommes donc 4 la session de 1844-45. Le Haut-Canada 
demandait ses £40,000; le Bas-Canada demandait ses £80,000. Le Haut 
Canada, ou plutét, 1'Hon. M. Sherwood qui le représentait alors dans 
l'administration, ne parlait plus de taxe directe sur les habitans du 
Haut-Canada. Mais il fallait payer les £40,000 du Haut-Canada, méme 
sans payer les £80,000 du Bas-Canada, quoiqu'en 1843, on ett reconnu 
la justice de cette réclamation. 

Il a done fallu avoir recours aux fonds consolidés de la province. 
L'on chargea l'hon. D. B. Papineau, de proposer lui-méme cet expédient, 
qui consistait 4 soustraire du revenu général de la province une 
branche particuliére de ce revenu; c'était celle des licenses d'auberges. 
C'était, @tre on ne peut plus heureux; cette branche particuliére 
du revenu produit, dans le Haut-Canada, 4 peu prés le double de ce 
qu'elle produit dans le Bas Canada. Quelle belle opération financiére! 
J'en parlerai bientdt en détail. 

Mais, avant que cette opération fut mise en exécution, l1'hon. 
membre des Deux-Montagnes voulait avoir une garantie. Du moins, c'est 
ainsi que j'interpréte les actes de la derniére administration, tels 
qu'ils appariaissaient sur les journaux de cette chambre. 

Avant méme que l'on procédat, en 1845, a s'occuper du paiement des 
£40,000 du Haut-Canada, bien que ce fit le méme jour, le 28 février 
1845, 1'hon. membre eut alors assez d'influence auprés de 1'adminis- 
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tration d'alors, pour qu'elle lui permit de proposer, et de faire adopter, 
a l'unaminité par cette chambre, une adresse au gouverneur d'alors, lord 
Metcalfe, "priant Son Excellence de vouloir bien faire adopter quelques 
mesures aux fins d'assurer aux habitans de la province, ci-devant le 
Bas-Canada, une indemnité pour les justes pertes qu'ils ont essuyées 
pendant le rébellion de 1837 et 1838. 

Cette proposition de l'hon. membre des Deux-Montagnes, fut secondée 
par le Dr. Dunlop, l'un des plus grands loyaux du Haut-Canada. Oh! il faut 
que les habitans du Bas-Canada aient bien souffert, et bien injustement 
puisque le Dr. Dunlop a lui-méme secondé cette proposition. 

Cette adresse votée, la foi du gouvernement était engagée! Ainsi 
a di le comprendre 1'Hon. membre des Deux-Montagnes; ainsi ont dii le com- 
prendre tous les gens honnétes et de bonne foi. 

Aussi quelques heurs aprés l'adoption de cette adresse, séance tenante, 
l'hon. membre des Deux-Montagnes permit-il 4 l'administration de s'emparer 
du revenu des licenses d'auberges pour payer les pertes du Haut-Canada 
étaient payées a4 méme le revenu consolidé de la province, tout en donnant 
aux gens de mauvaise foi le prétexte de dire que le Haut-Canada payait 
lui-méme ses propres pertes; il nous était impossible de laisser passer 
sous silence cette opération. Aussi deux amendements furent-ils proposés 
a la motion de l'honorable D. B. Papineau; le premier proposé par 1'hono- 
rable membre du comté de Glengarry, avait pour objet d'en appeler au 
gouvernement impérial pour le paiement de ces pertes; il aut repoussé. 

Cet amendement perdu, selon notre langage parlementaire, j'en pro- 
posai moi-méme un autre 4 l'effet de déclarer que le proposition de 
l'honorable D. B. Papineau de payer les pertes du Haut-Canada, ne pouvait 
étre adoptée, "a moins que l'on n'adoptat en méme temps quelques dispositions 
pour pourvoir au paiement de réclamations semblables dans le Bas-Canada."' 

Cet amendement fut alors rejeté. Qu'il me soit permis de remarquer 
que l'honorable membre pour Gaspé, (M. Christie) vota pour cet amendement; 
et cependant, aujourd'hui, il agit en sens contraire de ce vote. 

Voila le récit fidéle des faits jusqu'a ce jour mémorable du 28 février 
1845. La question soulevée ce jour 14, était trop grave, pour qu'elle ne 
donnaét pas lieu 4 des débats longs et chaleureux. Dans le cours de ces 
débats, je demandai avec instance au ministére de faire pour le Bas-Canada 
ce qu'il faisait pour le Haut-Canada; rien de plus, mais aussi rien de 
moins. L'honorable D. B. Papineau me répondit que la raison pour laquelle 
la mesure qu'il proposait dans l'intérét du Haut-Canada, ne s'étendait pas 
au Bas-Canada, était que les pertes du Bas-Canada n'étaient pas constatées. 
Je lui fis voir que les pertes du Haut-Canada ne l'étaient pas plus, puis- 
qu'il avait recours a4 des commissaires pour les constater. Voyant que le 
refus de faire justice au Bas-Canada était fondé sur l'assertion fausse 
qu'aucune perte n'avait été constatée dans le Bas-Canada, je me fis un 
devoir de dire 4 cette administration qu'il existait encour deux rapports 
des commissaires nommés en vertu d'une ordonnance du conseil spécial, auxquels 
on n'avait pas encore fait justice, bien que ces duex rapports constatassent 
les pertes d'une certaine class privilégiée. L'on ne savait quoi répondre; 
mais j'avais été compris par un honorable membre qui représentait alors la 
cite de Montréal, et que je remplace aujourd'hui. I1 est bien connu que 
cet honorable membre faisait alors mouvoir a son gré l'administration de 
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1844 et 1845; quand il m'entendit faire allusions aux deux rapports en 
question, il somma 1'administration de dire si elle entendait payer les 
réclamations de ceux au profit desquels ces deux rapports avaient été 
faits. Cette interpellation eut lieu dans le cours des débats qu'avait 
soulevés la proposition faite par l'honorable D. B. Papineau. Les membres 
de l'administration déclarérent qu'ils avaient jusqu'alors ignoré 
l'existence de ces deux rapports, et promirent a 1'honorable membre avec 
toute la soumission possible, que justice serait faite. Cette prétendue 
justice fut faite dans la session de 1846; mais n'aurait-elle été faite, 
si je n'avais pas, en 1845, rappelé la cause de cette classe privilégiée 
de loyaux? 

J'ai exposé les faits jusqu'a la session de 1845. I1 me faut revenir 
a l'adresse du 28 février, demandant une commission, adresse adoptée 
avec le concours de l'administration. Mais, avant d'aller plus loin, 

il est bon de rappeler que sous le régime du conseil spécial, des 
commissaires avaient @té nommés, dans le Bas-Canada, pour constater les 
pertes de certaines classes privilégiées. Eh! bien, M. l'orateur, 

nous avons les rapports de ces commissaires qui, aussurément, ne 

peuvent pas @tre accusés de partialité par nos adversaires d'aujourd'hui. 
Il parait que £15,000 ou £20,000 votés par le conseil spécial, et payés 
avant l'union des provinces, ont suffi pour faire face a toutes leurs 
pertes, meme en déduisant les frais ou émoluments de cette commission, 
qui, je crois, ont été 4 peu prés d'un cinquiméme ou d'un quart de la 
somme ainsi appropriée. 

Les faits ainsi exposés dans leur vrai jour, ne me sera-t-il pas 
permis de demander aux membres de la derniére administration quelle 
était leur intention, quel était leur objet, lorsque le 29 février 1845, 
ils donnaient leur concours 4 la motion de 1l'honorable membre des Deux- 
Montagnes, et faisaient ainsi adopter a l'unanimité par cette chambre 
une proposition qui reconnaissait qu'il y avait encore dans le Bas- 
Canada des pertes auxquelles il fallait satisfaire? Etaient-ils 
sincéres, ou n'étaient-ce qu'une déception pratiquée envers 1'honorable 
membre des Deux-Montagnes, afin de conserver son appui dans cette 
chambre, appui dont a si souvent dépendu l'existence de ce ministére? 
Oh: M. l'orateur, serait-il possible que, pour conserver une voix dans 
cette chambre, l'on sacrifierait tout? L'on engagerait la foi publique 
lorsqu'on est au pouvoir, pour la violer ensuite lorsqu'on est dans 
lL' opposition? 

La session de 1844-45 terminée, le ministére sembla avoir oubilé 
l'adresse du 28 février. Ce ne fut que dans le mois de décembre suivant 
qu'il fit nommer une commission. Ses instructions sont en date du 12 
de ce mois. Une nouvelle session du parlement approchait. L'honorable 
membre des Deux-Montagnes allait de nouveau se trouver face a4 face avec 
ce ministére. I1 fallait bien faire quelque chose pour conserver son 
appui. Dela la nomination de cette commission. 

On lit dans les instructions du 12 décembre 1845, ce qui suit: ''Dans 
l'exécution des devoirs qui vous sont confiés en vertu de la présente 
commission, vous devez distinguer avec soin les cas de ceux qui ont pris 
part a la dite rébellion ou ont pu l'aider, ou s'en rendre complices, 
des cas de ceux qui ne l'ont point fait; vous indiquerez spécialement, 
mais succintement, la nature des pertes essuyées dans chaque cas, le 
montant, la nature, et autant que possible la cause de ces pertes." 
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Les commissaires par la lettre de leursecrétaire du 11 février 
1846, demandent des explications, et posent la question suivante. Les 
instructions du 12 décembre dernier aux commissaires différent essentiel- 
lement de la teneur de la commission qui les nomme relativement aux 
personnes qui ont droit 4 une indemmité: quels sont les pouvoirs con- 
férés a la commission pour établir les classifications requises par 
les instructions." 

Voici la réponse écrite de M. le secrétaire Daly 4 cette question. 
Elle est en date du 27 février 1846: "En établissant les classifications - 
exigées dans vos instructions du 12 dec. dernier, lL'intention de Son 
Excellence est que vous n'admettiez aucun autre genre de preuves que 
celles qui sont fournies par les sentences des cours de justice.” 

Cette réponse est faite 4 la veille de la session du parlement. 

Ces nouvelles instructions intiment de plus aux commissaires que "les 
détails de ces pertes doivent faire par la suite le sujet d'une enquéte 
plus approfondie par ordre de la législature." 

Puis le 2 avil 1846, durant la session du parlement, une lettre de 
M. le secrétaire Daly enjoint aux commissaires de faire leur rapport 
le plus promptement qu'il leur sera possible. Ce rapport est fait 
durant cette méme session du parlement, les commissaires constatent 
que les réclamations de toutes sortes se montent 4 environ £250,000, 
et sont d'opinion qu’il faudra approprier une somme de £100,000 pour 
y faire droit. Que l'on remarque que plusieurs personnes n'ont pas 
présenté leurs réclamations, parce qu'’elles ne croyaient pas a la 
sincérité du ministére. 

Dans cette méme session de 1846, l'administration fait passer une 
loi appropriant le fonds des licenses de mariage au paiement des pertes 
contractées, dés avant 1'Union des provinces, par les deux rapports 
des commissaires du conseil spécial dont j'ai déja parlé. C'était faire 
justice avec vengeance en méme temps; car le revenu annuel du fonds 
ainsi approprié, n'était pas suffisant pour payer l'in-l'intérét (sic) 
des £10,000, qui formaient le montant de ces deux rapports. 

Les faits que j'ai cités, établissent clairement que toutes les 
pertes de la classe privilégiée par excellence avaient été constatées 
meme avant l'Union des provinces, et ont été payées en partie avant 
et en partie depuis cette époque. Que veut donc dire l'adresse du 28 
février 1845? Que signifient donc la commission et les instructions 
subséquentes? N'établissent-elles pas que l'administration du temps 
reconnaissait qu'il y avait ume autre classe de personnes qui, quoi- 
que peut~étre moins privilégiées 4 ses yeux, avaient néanmoins droit 4 
une indemnité pour les pertes qu'elles avaient souffertes? 

Or, quel est aujourd'hui l'objet de notre mesure? n'est-ce pas de 
finir ce que nos prédécesseurs avaient eux-mémes commencé? N'est-ce 
pas en effet continuer leur propre mesure? et au lieu de nous blamer, 
ne devraient-ils pas au contraire nous approuver? 

Je pense avoir établi ma premiére proposition; je passe a la seconde 
qui est de démontrer que le paiement des pertes 4 méme le fonds con- 
solidé n'est pas une injustice pour le Haut-Canada. 

Avant la loi de 1845, donnant aux municipalités le fonds des licenses 
d'auberges, et appropriant en méme temps au paiement des £40,000 du Haut- 
Canada, la portion de ce fonds prélevé dans cette partie de la province, 
toute cette branche du revenu faisait partie du fonds consolidé. L'effert 
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de cette loi a donc @té de faire payer les pertes du Haut-Canada 4 
meme ce fonds consolidé. 

En calculant le revenu de ce fonds durant les quatre derniéres 
années, l'on trouve que la moyenne du revenu annuel des licenses 
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excédant qui représente un capital de £88,454 dont le Haut-Canada, par 
cette opération financiére de 1845, se trouve avoir le droit de jouir 
annuellement au préjudice du Bas-Canada. La méme opération a eu lieu, 
au préjudice du Bas-Canada, par la loi de 1846, qui a soustrait du 
fonds consolidé de la province le revenu des licenses de mariage, en 
donnant 4 certaines institutions du Haut-Canada la portion qu'il con- 
tribuait a ce revenu, et appropriant celle du Bas-Canada au paiement 
des £10,000 de pertes dont j'ai dé@ja parlé. Comme dans le choix des 
licenses d'auberges en 1845, 1'on a eu le soin, en 1843, de soustraire 
au fonds consolidé une branche du revenu qui se trouvait produire plus 
dans le Haut que dans le Bas-Canada. En effet, dans l'année 1847, qui 
a suivi la passation de cette loi, le revenu net des licenses de mariage 
a été: 
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Lequel représente un capital de £29,794 4s. 4d; et si l'on ajoute ce 
capital 4 ‘celui“de’£68,454> vous avez um total der 9G.Zlou4>s. 40 dont 
ces deux opérations ingénieuses donnent annuellement 1l’intérét au Haut- 
Canada. Aujourd'hui nous ne demandons que £90,0001 car dans les £100,000 
de la loi de 1846; par conséquent nous vous demandons moins que ce que 
vous avez pris vous-méme; et cependant vous criez a l'injustice! 

Si nous adoptons l'expédient auquel ont eu recours nous prédécesseurs, 
ne pourrions-nous pas aussi trouver quelques branches du revenu qui 
doivent plus dans le Bas-Canada que dans le Haut-Canada, tels que les 
Suivantes: 

1. Certains honoraires percus au Bureau de secrétaire provincial. 
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Par les opérations de 1840 et de 1846, nos prédécesseurs ont sous- 
trait pour toujours du fonds consolidé un revenu annuel d'eviron £20,000. 
Si nous suivions leur exemple, en proposant de donner au Haut et au Bas- 
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Canada leurs portions respectives dans les trois branches de revenu que 
je viens d'indiquer, cette mesure aurait l'effet de soustraire pour 
toujours au fonds consolidé un revenu annuel excédant £23,000. Nous 
ne voulons pas avoir recours 4 cet expédient; car, outre qu'il serait 
injuste pour la province, il le serait encore pour les créanciers de 
notre dette publique. 

Je ne puis terminer sans répondre a4 quelques-unes des remarques de 
l'hon. membre de la ville de Sherbrooke (M. Gugy.) Il cherche 4 ral- 
lumer les querelles nationales, en faisant appel aux passions que les 
distinctions d'origine peuvent faire naitre. Ila la prétention de 
croire qu'en sa personne se trouve représenté toute la population 
d'origine anglaise dans le Bas-Canada, et il veut faire croire a 
1'étranger que toute cette population forme un parti politique dif- 
férent de celui des Canadiens-frangais. Je saisis cette occasion de 
nier ce qu'il avance. Au moins la moitié, si ce n'est plus, de le 
(sic) population d'origine anglaise de la cité de Montréal, appartient 
a notre parti. De quel cdte de la chambre, siégent les hon. membres 
qui représentent les comtés de Beauharnois, d'Ottawa, et de Drummond? 
ne siégent-ils pas de notre cété. Que représente le comté de Shefford, 
qui est un comté tout anglais? n'est-ce pas mon honorable ami le Sol- 
liciteur-Général du Bas-Canada? Le comté de Stanstead n'a-t-il pas 
jusqu'a 1l'élection de 1844, presque toujours élu un membre libéral? 
Pensez-vous qu'il ne le fera pas encore? Et le comté de Missisquoi, 

a quel parti appartient-il? L'hon. membre pour Sherbrooke qui s'est 
porté candidat a 1'@élection de ce comté en 1847 contre le Procureur- 
général, ne m'appartient-il pas aujourd'hui, et ne m'appartiendra-t-il 
pas 4 la prochaine élection générale? Cependant les habitants de ce 
comté sont tous d'origine anglaise. Oh! il reste la grande ou la 
petite ville de Sherbrooke, avec sa population de 800 ames, et ses deux 
douzaines d'électeurs, que représente l'hon. membre. Mais méme cette 
grande ville de Sherbrooke, n'’avons-nous pas droit de la réclamer comme 
appartenant 4 notre parti? L'hon. membre, en prenant son siége dans 
cette chambre l'année derniére, ne s'est-il pas joint 4 nous dans le 
vote de non-confiance contre le dernier ministére, au débris duquel 

il semble cependant s'@étre rallié depuis, avec le dévotiment (sic) de 
l'homme courageux qui est prét 4 se sacrifier pour sauver son ennemi 
du naufrage. L'hon. membre qui, dans la législature de Bas-Canada, 
était appelé le Leader de l'opposition de Sa Majesté, voudra bien me 
permettre de lui demander, s'il est vrai qu'il représente les senti- 
ments politiques de toute la population anglaise, comment il se fait 
que depuis l'union des provinces, 1l'hon. membre qui a frappé 4 toutes 
les portes, méme 4 Montréal, n'a pu étre élu dans aucun endroit, si ce 
n'est a la grande ou petite ville de Sherbrooke, et encore l'année 
derniére seulement? Est-ce 1a une preuve qu'il représente toute la 
population anglaise du Bas-Canada? Voudrait-il aussi nous expliquer 
comment il se fait que la majorité des membres du Haut-Canada, appar- 
tienne au méme parti politique que les Canadiens-francais? 

L'honorable membre a aussi parlé de protestants et de catholiques, 
comme si ce n'était pas assez, pour exciter les passions, d'avoir invoqué 
les distinctions d'origine. Il a dit que c'était injuste, indécent, 
immoral, d'employer au paiement des pertes en question un fonds fourni 
par les protestants et auxquels (sic) les catholiques ne contribuaient 
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nullement. L'honorable membre a parfaitement raison sur ce point; mais 
ce qu'il a dit pouve qu'il n'a point lu les résolutions que je propose. 
S'il y a, comme le dit l'honorable membre, injustice, indécence, immora- 
1ité, dans l'appropriation du revenu des licenses de mariage au paiement 
de ces pertes, qui s'en est rendu coupable? Ne sont-ce pas nos prédéces- 
seurs qui, par leur loi de 1846, ont fait eux mémes cette appropriation 
spéciale? Je veux, au contraire, faire disparaitre, s'il est’ possibie, 
cette appropriation, pour faire rentrer de nouveau cette branche de 
revenu dans le fonds consolidé de la province, et fournir par 1a 
l'occasion d'en faire l'emploi uniquement dans l'intérét de ceux qui 
les paient. 

L'honorable membre de Sherbrooke a demandé si, dans la présentation 
du bill d'amnistie au commencement de cette session, nous n’avions pas 
eu une arriére-pensée. Personne, dans cette chambre, n'a le droit de 
m'accuser de nourrir une arriére-pensée, 1'honorable membre moins que 
tout autre. Il est bien conmnu que lorsque j'étais au ministére en 1842 
et 1843, j'ai fait tout ce qu'on pouvait attendre de moi dans la position 
que j'occupais, pour obtenir cette amnistie. Si je n'ai pu obtenir 
alors l'amnistie générale que je sollicitais, les pardons particuliers 
que j'ai obtenus, prouvent ce que j'affirme aujourd'hui; et je défie 
mon ennemi le plus acharné de venir me contredire. En dehors du 
ministére, a la session de 1844-45, je pris encore l'initiative, et, 
sur ma proposition, cette chambre vota 4 l'unanimité une adresse 4 Sa 
Majesté, la priant de vouloir bien accorder une amniste générale. En 
présence de ces faits, ne devait-on pas s'attendre que, lorsqu'en 1848, 
je fus appelé a former le ministére qui existe aujourd'hui, renouvel- 
lerais ma demande d'une amnistie générale, convaincu comme je 1l'étais 
que cette demande ne pouvait plus, dans les circonstances, éprouver 
un refus?) J‘aurais®été bien*coupableysi9jerne MW avaistpas*fiait. SJ ai 
eu peu de peine, et par conséquent peu de mérite 4 l'obtenir aujourd'hui. 
Je ne faisais que demander ce que l'homme distingué que nous avons 
pour gouverneur, désirait lui-méme obtenir depuis longtemps; et jamais 
demande n'a été recue, accueillie avec plus de grace, plus de bienveil- 
lance. Dans ces circonstances, n'était-il pas naturel que cette amnistie 
fit annoncée de la maniére solennelle dont elle 1'a été dans le discours 
du trone? Peut-on nous blamer d'avoir, dés les premiers jours de cette 
session, proposé le bill qui consacrait cette amnistie? Que devient 
donc le reproche d'arriére-pensée? Il n'y a que celui dont les lévres 
pardonnent, mais non pas le coeur, qui puisse avoir le courage de nous 
adresser ce reproche. 

L'honorable membre de Sherbrooke et quelques autres membres de 
l'opposition qu'il prend plaisir aujourd'hui 4 appeler ses amis, ont 
eu recours 4 l'ancienne tactique des partis politiques avant notre 
nouvelle forme de gouvernement, celle de mettre en case, d'attaquer 
personnellement le représentant de la couronne. Quand mes amis et moi, 
étions dans l'opposition, en avons-nous agi ainsi envers le noble person- 
nage qui est aujourd'hui 4 la téte de notre gouvernement? Est-il jamais 
sorti une parole de notre bouche, qui ptit le blesser le moins du monde? 
nous comprenons mieux notre mission et nos devoirs, et envers le pays 
et envers la couronne. Il y ainjustice, a4 mettre en cause dans nos 
luttes politiques, 4 attaquer personnellement le gouverneur qui respecte 
notre nouvelle forme de gouvernement. Quel est le membre de cette chambre 
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qui puisse accuser le représentant actuel de la couronne d'avoir violé 
notre constitution, en quoi que ce soit? y a-t-il un seul des membres 
du dernier ministére qui, la main sur la conscience, puisse élever la 
parole contre lui, et dire publiquement, en notre présence, a4 nous qui 
hier, étions dans l'opposition, qu'ils ont un seul reproche 4 faire au 
gouverneur actuel? Pas un d'entre eux n'oserait le faire. J'admets 
néamoins qu'ils ont un reproche 4 lui faire, c'est celui que couvrent 
leurs attaques injustes et impardonnables; ils ont droit de lui reprocher 
ce qui doit lui mériter plus que jamais l'estime et le respect du pays; 
il n'a pas suivi l'exemple de lord Metcalfe; il ne s'est pas fait homme 
de parti. Voila son crime aux yeux des membres de l'opposition. 

De 14 leurs injures, leurs attaques incessantes, lancées dans l'unique 
but de le dégotiter ou de l'intimider! Que les honorable (sic) membres 
me permettent de leur dire que, s'ils croient par cette tactique, obtenir 
leur but, ce sont peines et dépenses perdues de leur part. Si vous avez 
des injures a prodiguer, si vous avez des attaques 4 diriger, prodiguez- 
les, dirigez-les contre nous. Suivant votre expression, nous sommes 
payés , nous sommes ici pour les endurer; mais nous sommes aussi ici, 
pour mépriser les unes, et repousser les autres; et c'est ce que nous 
ferons. Ces attaques personnelles contre le Gouverneur-général me 
rappellent une dépéche récente du lieutenant-gouverneur de la Nouvelle- 
Ecosse, qui, soit en passant, appartient 4 la classe des gouverneurs 
militaires, et non 4 la classe des gouverneurs civils, dans le sens 
qui, jusqu'a présent, a été attaché 4 ces mots. La, comme ici, la 
derniére élection générale, faite librement, a placé dans une insigni- 
fiante minorité le parti qui s'appellent (sic) conservateur par excellence. 
Ce parti a tenté d'arréter la marche du gouvernement responsable, ou 
pour mieux dire du vrai gouvernement représentatif. Aussi l'honnéte 
soldat qui est 4 la téte du gouvernement de la Nouvelle-Excosse, en 
transmettant au secrétaire des colonies les remontrances des chefs de 
ce parti, a-t-il bien soin de faire remarquer que ce sont les derniers 
efforts d'un parti qui expire, et qu'il pense bien que ces efforts ne 
réussiront pas 4 entraver la marche réguliére et constitutionnelle de 
la forme de gouvernement que Sa Majesté vient de donner 4 la Nouvelle- 
Ecosse. Que les honorables membres se résignent de bonne grace 4 leur 
sort. Un gouverneur partisan leur avait donné hier la majorité et le 
pouvoir. Aujourd'hui une élection libre, bien que nous fussions dans 
l'opposition, nous a donné, 4 nous, la majorité et le pouvoir. Je n'ai 
qu'une consolation, bien faible il est vrai, a offrir aux honorables 
membres de l'opposition; c'est de prendre patience; peut-étre par ce 
moyen auront-ils la chance de reconquérir une position qu'ils regrettent 
tant d'avoir perdue. 

Je n'ai plus qu'ume remarque 4 faire; et les hons. membres du 
dernier ministére qui ont pu conserver un siége dans cette chambre, ne 
diront pas, je pense, que c'est leur faire injure que d'exprimer une 
conviction que je nourris bien sincérement, et que j'ai raison de 
croire 6tre partagée par tous les membres de cette chambre et par le 
public, c'est que si nous, membres du Bas-Canada, avions voulu, dans 
le dernier parlement, donner appui 4 la derniére administration et par 
1a lui assurer une forte majorité, l'indemnité que nous demandons 
aujourd'hui nous aurait été accordée de bon coeur par cette méme admini- 
stration! Aprés avoir pris elle-méme l'initative de cette mesure, aprés 
avoir, comme elle l'a fait, engagé la foi du gouvernement, elle a tenu 
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cette mesure suspendue sur nos tétes et comme une espérance et comme 
une menace! Elle nous disait:venez a nous, et l'indemnité sera votée 
et payée! Si vous ne voulez pas venir a nous, 1l'indemnité ne sera ni 
payée, ni votée. Nous avons été fidéles 4 nos consciences, eux ont été 
fidéles 4 leur menace. 

Je terminerais ici, si ce n’étatt d'un mot, dd) uneid!unelparole 
offensante qui est échappée 4 1l'hon. membre pour Hamilton (sir Allan Mac- 
Nab.) Je suis convaincu qu'il 1'a prononcée sans trop réfléchir, dans 
la chaleur des débats. Je n'en parle que pour fournir 4 l'hon. membre 
l'occasion de se rétracter. En parlant des canadiens-francais, il les 
a appelés "foreigners, étrangers,:" Quoi! M. 1'Orareur (sic), les 
canadiens-francgais étrangers sur leur terre natale! Ce serait une in- 
sulte, si ce mot malheureux de l'hon. membre avait été prononcé avec 
préméditation! Ce serait pour nous une insulte comme l'a été le mot 
malheureux de lord Lyndhurst, a4 l'adresse de cette partie de la popu- 
lation de 1'Irlande, qui, comme les canadiens-fran¢gais, est catholique: 
alien in blood, alien in language, alien in religion:: L'hon membre 
qui se fait gloire d'étre un native canadian, le serait-il, si les 
canadiens-francgais, lors de la guerre de l'indépendance américaine, 
n'avaient pas, par leur valeur et leur dévouement, conservé les Canadas 
a l'Angleterre? Si ce n'ett été du courage des canadiens-francgais en 
1775 et en. 1812, les Canadas seraient aujourd'hui, partie de: la con- 
fédération américaine, et l'hon. membre ne serait pas ici pour jouer 
le r6le qu'il joue. 

L'hon. membre pour Hamilton n'a pu s'empécher d'attaquer le gouverne- 
ment responsable; il l'approuvait cependant en 1845; mais c'était dans 
un temps ou ce méme gouvernement l'avait placé dans le fauteuil que vous 
occupez, M. 1'Orateur. Aujourd'hui qu'il en est descendu, il le condamne; 
il l'approuverait demain encore, si on le rappelait dans ce fauteuil; 

il l'approuverait avec la méme cordialité avec laquelle il en faisait 
l'éloge en 1845, lorsqu'a la barre du conseil législatif, en présentant 
un bill des subsides, il disait au représentant de la couronne: ‘''Nous 
devons respectueusement faire remarquer a Votre Excellence que les sub- 
sides que ce bill accorde, sont octroyés sous le systéme de gouvernement 
responsable qui a été concédé si pleinement et si gracieusement par Sa 
Majesté, A ses fidéles sujets Canadiens..'"4 


SIR A. MACNAB rose and begged to leave to explain. He had been mis- 
understood; he had said, that in the event of the Attorney-General East, 
aided by the Attorney-General West, forcing this measure upon the country, 
it would be a question for the people of Upper Canada to consider whether 
it would not be better for them to be governed by the people on the 
other side of the river than by a French Canadian majority--because he 
considered the measure a most unjust one. The time was not long gone by, 
when he had held a very high opinion of the French Canadians, and was 
exceedingly friendly to them because he admired their bravery and loyalty 
in 1812, when he had marched in the same ranks with members not now of 
that House, but who had now seats in the other House, upon the march to 
Platsburg; but their proceedings since had induced him to change his opin- 
ion. He had been accused of having altered his views about Responsible 
Government; he was about the last person who was in favor of its intro- 
duction, because he did not see that it would prove advantageous to them; 
but when the system was introduced, he felt it his duty to receive it. 
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DR. DAVIGNON.--M. l'Orateur.--La motion en amendment de l'hon. monsieur 
pour Toronto, ayant suscité les débats6 prolongés/ sur les résolutions 
de l'hon. procureur-général pour le Bas-Canada, je ne puis donner mon 
vote sur cette question, sans expliquer aussi briévement que possible les 
raisons sur les quelles je m'appuis pour réclamer cette justice si long- 
temps promise au Bas-Canada. Représentant un des comtés qui ont les 
plus souffert dans ces événements, je ne parlerai pas comme interessé 
dans cette question; je n'ai jamais fait, et ne ferai jamais aucune demande 
pour ce que j'ai perdu dans ces temps de malheurs. Je suis fondé 4 dire, 
M. l'orateur, que la plus grande partie de ceux qui ont souffert dans 
ces jours de deuil, la plus grande partie de ceux dont les propriétés 
ont été pillées, volées, ou briilées, la plus grande partie de ceux qui 
ont été emprisonnés étaient parfaitement innocents, surtout en 38. 

Je pourrais, M. l'orateur, citer un grand nombre de faits a l'appui 
de ce que j'avance ici. Je m'en tiendrai néanmoins 4 um seul, pour ne 
pas prendre le temps de cette Chambre. Je dois dire en méme temps que 
je fais une grande différence entre les loyaux. J'ai eu l'avantage 
d'en recontrer que j'appelle vraiment loyaux9 and he honored them; 10 
quant aux autres, je n'ai pas d'expression assez forte pour dire tout 
le mépris que j'ai pour eux. Un de ces derniers prétendus loyaux s'en 
vint un jour tout bonnement accuser, en 38, un citoyen respectable de 
la paroisse de St.-Athanase que je représente; s'en vint tout bonnement 
accuser ce citoyen respectable d'avoir récelé dans ses batimens des 
canons venus des Etats-Unis. Ce citoyen nia le fait; il offrit méme 
a ce prétendu loyal magistrat de faire vider ses granges pleines des 
produits de sa récolte, pour lui prouver qu'il n'avait pas de canons 
chez lui, mais ce magistrat, bien aise de se venger contre des individus 
auxquels il ne pouvait pardonner d'avoir la confiance de leurs concitoyens, 
prit sur lui de faire consumer ces batiments, sous prétexte qu'ils con- 
tenaient des canons qu'ils récelaient.11 Tout fut consumé, la récolte 
et autres effetsl2 mais on ne trouva pas de canons, le feu les avait 
fondus. 13 (Laughter. )14 

On alla plus loin, la maison d'un malheureux avait échappé aux flammes; 
on la livra au pillage des volontaires qui mirent, selon leur habitude, 
tant de zéle 4 exercer de brigandage, qu'ils laissérent la femme de la 
maison sans méme de quoi nourrir ses enfants 2 et rien pour les coucher. 
La persécution ne s'arrétra pas 14, le J. P. arréta l'individu en question, 
il le mit dans les cachots de St. Jeant® qui depuis quatorze ans n'avaient 
vu aucun prisonnier et, sans la charité d'un capitaine de troupes, cet 
individu aurait non seulement perdu ses propriétés mais encore sa raison; 
sans la charité de ce capitaine, il serait peut-étre mort de froid et 
de faim dans le cachot ot on l'avait si arbitraitement plongé.1/ Quel- 
ques jours aprés on le conduisit en prison, complétement aliéné et tel- 
lement en lambeaux, que ses amis en prison ne purent le reconnaitre. 
Sur l'application que je fis alors, a4 l'aide d'un de ces loyaux que j'ai 
reconnu de mériter ce nom, il fut relaché. J'ai été trouver le procureur 
du roi, M. Ogden; et quelle n'a pas été sa surprise de voir qu'on avait 
Osé agir ainsi? I1 fit venir le magistrat et ne trouvant rien qui put 
justifier sa conduite, il fit mettre en liberté celui qui lui avait 
servi de victime.19 Voila, M. l'Orateur, un de ces exemples de la maniére 
avec laquelle les citoyens paisibles ont été traités, et c'est prace qu'au 
nombre de ceux que nous voulons indemnifer, il s'en trouve qui comme mon 
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honorable ami pour Richelieu n'ont pu souffrir de pareilles cruautés 
mais au moins offrir de la résistance, on refuse de sanctionner les 
résolutions soumises devant cette chambre. J'en suis d'autant plus 
surpris, M. l'Orateur, c'est qu'aux yeux de tout homme impartial nous 
sommes parfaitement justifiables dans la conduite que nous avons jugé 

a propos de suivre dans ce temps. L'hon. sol. général du Haut-Canada 

a prouvé bien clairement que nous n'avons pas été les agresseurs, il 

est inutile, pour moi et ce serait perdre le temps de cette honorable 
chambre que de répéter les arguments de mon savant ami, mais je dois 
dire290 ici au nom de mes amis2l qui si alors nous avions eu un systéme 
de gouvernement applicable aux colonies anglaises, c'est di aux efforts 
que nous avons fait alors.22 Maintenant23 pour revenir aux raisons qui 
ont sans doute engagé le ministére d'amener cette mesure c'est que le 
peuple qui a aujourd'hui le pouvoir en mains, s'appuyant sur la promesse 
de 1l'ex-ministére, s'appuyant surtout sur l'adresse de cette honorable 
chambre en 1846, demande 1'exécution de ces engagements. Les honorables 
membres qui opposent ces résolutions sont bien sensibles aujourd'hui de 
voir que nous alons payer une dette contractée par tous les gouvernements 
depuis l'Union envers le Bas-Canada. Ils n'étaient pas si sensibles 
lorsque, malgré nous, on nous a imposé le bill d'union qui, de 1l'aveu 

de ses propres auteurs n'était fait que dans le but d'écraser les cana- 
diens. On n'était pas si sensible, lorsqu'on prenait l'argent pour en- 
graisser certaines créatures, et aujourd'hui que le Bas-Canada veut 
ramasser quelques miettes, on crie aux armes. Eh bien: M. l'orateur, 
je déclare que de méme que je supporterai les résolutions du procureur- 
général du Bas-Canada de méme j'aurais été le premier 4 retirer mon faible 
appui a l'administration, si mon digne chef avait hésité un instant de 
réclamer au nom de son pays cette justice. 

Cette justice, M. l'orateur, nous la réclamons au nom des habitants 
du Bas-Canada qui ont ... par leur persévérance une administration re- 
présentant la majorité. Ce n'est pas l'argent, M. l'orateur, qui cotite 
a ces messieurs de voter, oh non, ils ont toujours été préts et ils le 
sont encore préts 4 nous voter cette somme et méme plus, si le Bas-Canada 
veut donner son appui. Ils ne peuvent support l'idée que de l'union qui 
existe aujourd'hui entre les membres libéraux anglais et les membres 
canadiens, il en est résulté un parti qui sera longtemps au pouvoir, 
parce qu'il est fort de la majorité. Les hons. membres qui opposent les 
résolutions doivent bien savoir que le peuple ne fait qu'exercer son 
pouvoir, il a le droit de demander cette mesure au ministére, et ils- savent 
bien aussi que le ministére serait dans la nécessité de résigner s'il 
n'@écoutait pas sa voix, et je connais assez les sentiments de ces hons. 
membres pour dire qu'ils se joindraient volontiers 4 nous pour crier contre 
nos hons. amis au pouvoir, afin d'avoir le plaisir de les voir abandonner 
des siéges qu'ils désirent tant occuper. Je finis, M. l'orateur, en 
disant que je suis heureux de voir, par cette mesure, 1l'influence des 
membres qui représentent le Bas-Canada dans l'exécutif et de voir de 
plus que la confiance que j'avais dans ceux que représentent le Haut- 
Canada était bien fondée, et je puis les assurer que comme ci-devant nous 
leurs prouverons notre reconnaissance, pour la générodité qu'ils montrent 
envers la population que nous représentons. En conséquence, M. l'orateur, 
je voterai contre motion en amendement, et pour les résolutions de 1'hon. 
procureur-général du Bas-Canada. 24 
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MR. MEYERS said it seemed to be admitted by all that there had been 
a Rebellion--they had heard of the troubles of 1837-'8-- and what was 
the cause of those troubles? They had all their own recollections of 
those troubles; and who were those members who were now speaking on the 
subject before the House? Who were they who spoke of making compensation 
for losses caused by the troubles? Men who had taken part in those 
troubles. As he had not heard all the debate, he would like to know 
what class of persons were to be compensated? He represented one of 
the largest constituencies in Upper Canada, one which sent a great 
number to put down the Rebellion; and, standing there as the representative 
of that constituency; he never could consent to pay the losses-of those 
persons2> who had caused the damage of that time26, who brought about 
the Rebellion.--If he did so he would disgrace his constituents, and if he 
voted for it, if he desired to get back to that House again, he would 
not get back; and he would tell the members for those constituencies 
near him, that let them vote for the Resolutions and they would never 
come to that house again. He would tell the member for Durham, who he 
supposed intended to vote for the Resolutions that he would never come 
back again; 27 (hear, hear)28 and he would also tell the member for Hast- 
ings (hear, hear, and laughter) that if he voted for them he never 
would get here again.--He had heard, during the two days he had been 
in the house, something that surprised him; he had heard members who 
had been engaged in the Rebellion get up and justify themselves; he 
had heard them talk about the British Government, and if he could have 
doubted his ears he could not have believed it, that a member who now 
impugned the British Government should do so when he stood there by the 
clemency of that Government. It was most extraordinary thing, and it 
was one which could not have been witnessed in any other country but 
a British one, that members who had been guilty of the conduct they had 
been, should now be standing up there and bringing forward measures to 
pay the losses caused by their own acts. He was glad that the speech 
of the hon. member for St. Maurice was not uttered in the English lan- 
guage, but in a language not known to the people of that part of the 
country he came from, because it would have been disgraceful to have 
heard such sentiments delivered in the English language in a British 
house of Parliament.22 There was one remark which fell from the Hon. 
Attorney General East on which he would say a few words. The hon. 
gentleman asserted that39 he brought forward this measure for the purpose 
of carrying out the intentions of the late Ministry; but he did not 
think they ever introduced such a measure, or if they did it was not 
with31 the consent of the independent members on his side of the House. 
(Hear, hear.) And for one he would32 have instantly disavowed it, and 
the persons who sent the late Ministry here would have disavowed them. 
He had just come from Upper Canada, and he could tell them that Upper 
Canada was now agitated about the measure~~. Every town, county, and 
district, had spoked (sic) out on it.34 And if they delayed those 
proceedings for a few days they would get representation from the people 
of the whole country--from the one end of it to the other. But, from 
the majority which the Ministers enjoyed, he supposed they would force 
the measure through without allowing the people time to express their 
opinion on it. But he would inform them that news had been received 
by telegraph. The hon. member then read a telegraphic Despatch, dated 
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Belleville, 29th February, stating that "Resolutions were carried five 
to one--the Radicals cudgelled and ran like blazes." (Hear, hear, and 
great laughter.) They would find that the same sentiments would be 
repeated from every part of Upper Canada. He protested against the 
proposal to pay the losses of Rebels in Lower Canada from the money of 
the loyal people of Upper Canada. He remembered a loyal French Canadian 
of the name of Chartrand being murdered, and he believed that his family 
had never received any compensation.--There were other cases of a similar 
nature he could mention; if it was intended to pay them, then he would 
vote for the resolutions; but when he found that the voice of a British 
Legislature was to perverted to pay from the money of loyal people the 
losses of rebels, he must protest against it. The hon. member then 
read another Telegraphic Communication 5 just received by Sir Allan 
McNab,36 which was handed to him,3/ dated "Hamilton, Feb. 20.--More 

than 1000 present from all parts. LaFontaine's resolutions denounced 
unanimously." (Cheers.)38 He thought it due to himself and to his 
constitutents to protest against the payment of the losses of those 
persons who had taken part in the Rebellion. (Cheers.)39 He would 
strenuously oppose the Ministerial proposition. 40 


MR. W. SCOTT rose, and was about to speak! 


MR. ASST. COM. P. W. CAMERON, amidst loud cheers,** requested per- 
mission to read another telegraphic communication from Belleville, a 
little different from the one just read. The hon. member then read a 
communication from Belleville, dated 20th February, which said:--"Tories 
met at half-past twelve--Reformers protested at one--had majority-- 
passed two Resolutions--when Orangemen rushed in with clubs and pistols, 
and dispersed meeting.'"--(Cheers and laughter. )43 


MR. W. SCOTT (Iwo Mountains) couldimot;sin justicesvto his*constituents, 
who had shared so much in the troubles which had caused the present 
debate, give a silent vote on this question. For years before those 
occurrences, the feelings of the people of this Province of different 
origins were so excited against each other as to give rise to those 
events. They were told the other day by some hon. members who considered 
themselved ultra-loyalists, that they had been stigmatized as "rebels." 
Well, he would make this simple comparison: if he excited the feelings 
of another, so as to provoke him to strike him, was he not equally the 
aggressor,if not more culpable than the man who struck the blow? Such 
was the way in which those unfortunate disturbances were brought about. 44 
The amendment before the House asked for delay, that the members complained 
of being hurried into the discussion of the measure without notice; but45 
that was but a pretext which was always resorted to by the Opposition. 46 
The resolutions had been before the house since the beginning of the 
Session, and the constituencies of Upper Canada had had time enough to 
express their opinion upon the measure, if they desired to do so. The 
hon. member then went on to say that the late Ministry had acted in a 
most shameful manner relative to paying the Rebellion losses in Lower 
Canada, and4+7 denied that they intended to pay the losses of any but the 
loyalists; he (Mr. Scott) did not believe they ever intended to do more, 
although for their own purposes they gave it, to be understood they did; 
and48 he did not know which was most to be stigmatized, their hypocrisy 
on a former occasion, or their conduct on the present one.49 It was when 
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he found out their consummate hypocrisy that he withdrew his support 

from them. They had been told by the member for Huron, that undue 

means were used to withdraw one of his supporters, but the statement 

made was not very correct. It would be remembered that the office of 

Solicitor-General was given to a French Canadian gentleman, Mr. Taschereau. 

At the time another of their supporters, a French Canadian, felt a little 

sore at his not getting the office, and in conversation with Mr. DeBleury 

about the matter, he, (Mr. Scott,) in a joking manner, said to him, 

that if he felt slighted, he had only to cross over to the other side, 

and he would not only get that office, but also that of Adjutant-General, 

if he liked it better.-! The hon. member, who was very imperfectly 

heard in the Reporter's box throughout his remarks, then stated, as 

we understood him, that22 that was the sole ground for the observation 

of the member for Huron, who had stated that if he was granted a Com- 

mittee, he was prepared to prove that the late Ministry offered him in- 

demnity for the destruction of the Church at St. Eustache23 if he would 

continue to give them his support.54 

Cheers from the Ministerial Benches.-> 
The hon. member MR. W. SCOTT then went on to speak of the hostile 

feelings which pervaded some portions of the people against others; 

previous to the Rebellion every man, who was not a Tory, was called a 

Rebel--the words Liberal and Rebel were then synonymous terms. He (Mr. S.) 

was proud of being a British subject, and would have supported his country- 

men of British extraction if he had considered them right, and if his 

conscience would have allowed, but it would not allow him to do so, and 26 

at that time he had separated himself from his friends and relatives, 

and joined his French Canadian neighbours, because he thought that they 

had justice on their side. The treatment of the French Canadians at 

that time was entirely contrary to feelings of British justice: >/ Many 

of the persons, whose property was destroyed, were not engaged in the 

Rebellion; it was destroyed merely because rumor said that they were 

favourable to it; and was a person's property to be burnt, and he im- 

prisoned, 8 and hanged,°29 on the mere rumor of the day, and no compensations 

to ((be)) afterwards allowed for it. He knew of cases where the property of 

old persons who had not interfered for a quarter of a centurv previous, 

had been destroyed; and yet their claims were rejected by the first 

Commissioners, only because that they were French-Canadians. He thought 

every man who had not been found guilty ought to receive an indemnity 

for their losses. He knew that Sir John Colborne destroyed a large 

amount of property, wantonly, upon mere rumors, and without having any 

ground for doing so. He (Mr. S.) considered that they were not altogether 

in a proper position in calling upon the Provincial Legislature to pay 

for the destruction of property caused by the soldiers. He considered 

that the British Government ought to pay the losses caused by them. 


MR. HOLMES said he had not intended to say a word, had not the question 
been of so much importance as not to allow it to pass without expressing 
his opinion, and for someOl imputations ... cast on him, ©2 by members 
opposite®>, which perhaps required some explanation. He was perfectly 
aware that the hon. member for Hamilton, in the course of the debate, 
had at his command much of that sort of tactics which he (Mr. H.) was 


838 


completely ignorant of; he was prepared on all occasions to throw a 
little sarcasm and ridicule into the debate, and cause a little laughter. 
He (Mr. H.) would, however, remark that he could not see the vast difference 
between the Resolutions®4 now®? brought forward by his hon. colleague 

and the Acts which had been brought forward by the gentlemen on the other 
side, although they now found it convenient to gainsay and repudiate 
their own acts, and to stigmatize the proceeding of his hon. friend 

as an incentive to treason. He could not see the difference between 

the present motion and the proceedings recorded in the Journals of the 
House. He saw there that resolutions®® had been brought forward and 
adopted, °/ to provide for all the 'just losses" incurred during the 
rebellion; ®® and they had heard the instructions which were sent to the 
Commissioners; if there was anything wrong in the present Resolutions, 
the gentlemen opposite were to blame for it. And what was there in 
that different from the resolutions of his hon. friend? The only 
difference he could see was, that the present resolutions went to 

satisfy all the claims for just losses with the honest intention of 
paying the losses so incurred in the rebellion. But gentlemen on the 
other side proposed some resolutions, not /0 exclusively for the same 
purpose, but to gain power; from motives of corruption of the gros- 
sest kind. For if there is dishonour in providing for notorious rebels, 
where was the dishonour when these gentlemen/2 so far forgot themselves 
as to pay the member for St. Maurice, who was at the head of the Rebellion, 
and who was the principal cause of it?/3 The hon. member for St. Maurice 
exercised great power at that time, and he (Mr. Holmes) believed that 

had he acted differently, the unfortunate troubles of 1837 and 1838 

would not have occurred. The House had heard a vast deal of the duty 

of subjects to their Sovereign, and had been told that no acts of tyranny 
or oppression were an excuse for rebels. That was like the divine right 
of Kings--a doctrine exploded everywhere else, but to be revived in 
Canada. The people were to be insulted, their liberties trampled upon; 
but no efforts were to be made to maintain their rights. That might 

be called loyalty to the Crown; but he would call it by another name-- 

he would call it’4 treason to the people/>. 


Bow, wow, and laughter. 76 


MR. HOLMES ((continued:)) The hon. member for Hamilton asked how 
much money he had put into his pocket as pay/8 as Colonel of Volunteers 
during the years of 1837 and 1838? He (Mr. Holmes) answered--'"None." 
And he would now explain why he said so. He received pay, as Colonel, 
for about seven or eight months, but he did not put a shilling of it in 
his pocket; it was not for loyalty that” he did not take ait; but’ from 
a feeling of pride. He commanded a regiment of volunteers, and he was de- 
sirous to clothe them, and to make them look a little better than other 
volunteers; having a little experience in these matters, he knew that 
there were a few things, called necessaries, which would add much to 
the appearance and comfort of the men, and he directed his Pay-Master 
to lay out all his (Mr. H.'s) pay in procuring those things. He had 
asked the member for Hamilton how much pay he had received, and he 
answered, £66 13s. 4d. He (Mr. H.) had no doubt but that he did receive 
that amount, but he thought that hon. member's answer was ((not)) a 
very candid one. He would like to know if he did not receive any more 


839 


while he was Commandant of the Frontier, from the 4th December fo==—~ 90 


SIR A. MACNAB rose, and begged leave to explain. He thought the 
hon. member referred to the time when he came to Toronto, at the head 
of the volunteers. It was a matter of notoriety that he (Sir A.) 
raised the first independent Regiment in Upper Canada and that he was 
Colonel of it, and for a long time he received his pay as such, and 
was glad of it. And he thought the hon. member wrong in saying he 
received no pay, for he did receive it. It was true he did not put it 
into his pocket; he applied it to gratify his pride, but still he re- 
ceived his fe 


MR. HOLMES continued. 82 The hon. sitions | then, had received his 
pay as Commandant of the Frontier, for someo3 twelveS4 months, and as 
Colonel of Militia for eighteen months. 


SIR A. MACNAB.--And £66 13s. 4d. besides. 


MR. HOLMES.--A great deal had been said about loyalty, and what a 
British Minister had said about the causes of disloyalty in this country. 
He (Mr. H.) was not ashamed to say that he had taken part in putting 
down the Rebellion; but he had not then searched narrowly enough into 
the causes of it, for if he had searched as much into them as he had 
done since, he would not have been found on that side. He would be 
ashamed to take the side again of those who had caused the Rebellion®’ 
because he did not hold the opinion that the dictates of the Crown were 
to be followed, however fyrannical . Now, he had too much respect for the 
Constitution to believe® it was the intention of89 the Ministry or the 
Queen99 to tyrannize?l over her native born subjects or the colonists. 

It was a happiness that day, that through this Soke ree the Colony had 
obtained a transcript of the British Constitution and it was because 

they had got it that they had heard the language from the members opposite, 
which they held against members more loyal than they are.?9 He said that, 
because he had heard loud reports of a certain meeting at the Bonsecours 
Market,?4 and about the sentiments expressed by some of, the very loyal 

men opposite; and ony had heard that one speaker there the loudest 

at that very meeting said that he hoped that it would not be long 

before he would see the stars and stripes flourishing over Montreal?’. 

98 


99 


86 


Hear, hear, from Ministerial benches 
Cries of name, name, from COL. GUGY. 


MR. HOLMES ((continued:)) For his own part, he believed the present 
Constitution was far superior to anything which could be found on this 
side of the Atlantic, 101 for it gave a Government strong in itself, and 
creditable to the Sovereign, capable of being carried out to preserve 
Canada as a jewel in the British Crown. But if the principles that had 
before driven the country into rebellion were to be again acted on, the 
same result must occur. At the period of those unhappy troubles, he, in 
common with hundreds, nay thousands, was hurried into declarations in 
support of opinions which he had never studied; but relying upon the 
political honesty of parties, who, even at this day, have so far for- 
gotten their duty to their country, as to avow their admiration of what 
they choose to call the fearless rectitude of purpose displayed by a 
Returning Officer, who, at the last election for Oxford, carried away 
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by party zeal, did his utmost fraudulently to deprive the electors of 
their rights, bring into contempt the laws, and subvert the liberties 
of the people, and acted in direct opposition to his duty and to the 
oath he had taken. Relying, he said, on the political honesty of such 
parties, he was induced to pursue a course at that period, which he had 
since deeply regretted, and which, though called loyalty, had been 
described as treason to the people. In fact, the conduct of the men 
with whom he acted in 1838 had been so unjust, that he had become 
ashamed of them, and he now rejoiced to think that he was in opposition 
to them.102 


MR. H. SHERWOOD said that the hon. member who had just sat down had 
said that he had changed his opinion; he admitted that in 1837-'8 he 
was one of that class of persons described by the hon. Solicitor General 
for Upper Canada, and that he was one of the parties that learned gentle- 
men so loudly condemned but when was it that the hon. member changed 
his opinion?103 He thought the hon. gentleman had been cautious eee 
he had supported the party on his (Mr. S.'s) side long after the rebellion, 
indeed until he found that the other party were getting to be the 
strongest, 19 (hear, hear.) when he changed his opinion, because he 
no doubt thought that it would be more profitable to go with the majority 
than to remain with the minority. There were Paoeee who changed their 
opinions for the sake of lucre--(hear, hear, )--19 and some changed for 
the love of gratifying their own pride, as the hon. member had done in 
giving up his salary as a colonel of militia. It ought to be borne in 
mind, however, that i£108 the hon. gentleman had changed his opinions199 
conscientiously!19 because he believed that those which he formerly held 
were erroneous, he ought not to have charged those who remained with 
not believing in the opinion they supported, or he admitted that while 
he held them he did not believe in them; but it had been said that the 
hon. member was one of the most violent men at the time, the one who led 
the people of Montreal, and the person who had dragged most men to gaol 
without warrants.t11 He would like to ask the hon. member for Montreal 
how many persons he had committed to gaol without warrant?l 


MR. HOLMES.--The only person whom I placed in durance was the hon. 
be. Viger.1l 


MR. SHERWOOD.--Had you a warrant for his em coon aa 


MR. HOLMES.--I had a verbal warrant from a composite Bichand Ga wee 

MR. SHERWOOD.--Wel111® the hon. member had acknowledged he only 
committed one; but "public notoriety" saidll’ he sent dozens to goal 
(sic), and he should, therefore, be convinced of having done so. The 
hon. member had talked about the members on his (Mr. S.'s) side having 
paid Rebels by their paying a sum to an hon. member; but he did not 
think he could apply that charge with justice to them, when he knew 
that it was for a just debt before the troubles commenced. What had the 
members opposite done? They had done nothing else but justified the 
Rebellion of 1837. Nothing else could be a justification for their 
bringing forward such a measure. The hon. Solicitor-General West had 
also run the changes on the word "loyalty.'’ He said there were two des- 
criptions of loyalty--there was loyalty to the people as well as loyalty 
to the Crown.+t1 He would now proceed to show this loyalty from the 
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address of William Lyon McKenzie, the Commander-in-Chief of the loyal 
Rebels of Upper Canada. The hon. member here read an extract from W. L. 
McKenzie's Addresst#9, "Mark all those who join our enemies, act as 
spies for them, or aid them. These men's properties shall pay the 
expense of the struggle. They are traitors to Canadian freedom; and, 

as such, we will deal with them."121 The hon. member continued: This 
is the course which is now intended to be followed by the Government; 
they intend to take the property of the loyal people of Upper Canada 

to pay for the losses of the Rebels.122 The Hon. Solicitor General 
West had ransacked history, from James the Second down to the present 
time,+23 to prove that there were two kinds of loyalty,124 or to attempt 
to prove it. He had gone further he had said his blood curdled when 

he thought of the atrocities committed during the late rebellion, by 
Her Majesty's troops in 1837 and 1838. He would ask, did not the blood 
of hon. gentlemen curdle when hel25 spoke of our Savior, and compared 
his crucifixion with the just punishment inflicted upont26 the felons 
who had suffered the just punishment of their crime?127 Was it right 
for the member to compare the punishment of men, condemned by the Courts 
of Justice, with the persecution of our Saviour? Was that an argument 
to be used in a Christian country ?128 


MR. SOL. GEN. DRUMMOND rose to order. It was not fair to misrepresent 
his hon. friend near him. He would put it to the House whether the 
expression of his_hon. friend would bear the construction put on it by 
the hon. member.129 


MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE had heard many misrepresentations of a similar 
character, but he would tell the hon. member that was the parallel he 
had drawn.130 He did not compare the fate of those men who had suffered 
by the laws of our country to our Saviour; he said that the people who 
eried for the crucifixion of our Saviour pretended to be actuated by 
loyalty; they cried to the Roman Governor, "if thou lettest this man 
go, thou art not Caesar's friend."131 


MR. H. SHERWOOD said that was exactly what he had said, and het 32 
left it to the good sense of the House, whether he had not interpreted 
the hon. gentleman fairly, and he would say it was not right to draw 
such a parallel in a Christian assembly. The hon. member for Richelieu 
had come before the House and admitted that he had borne arms against 
Her Majesty's troops, and said that he regretted some circumstances 
which had occurred at that timel33 but at the same time admitted that he 
opposed the troops of Her Majestyl34, He (Mr. Sherwood) did not know 
what particular circumstances those were, but he admitted that he was 
in arms, and it was known that he had killed, perhaps it would be too 
hard to say murdered some of his fellow-subjects, and yet he had called 
God to witness that his conscience was clear of crime.135 
DR. NELSON.--Yes, the troops murdered first 136 

MR. H. SHERWOOD continued.--The hon. gentleman had also said that 
there was no warrant issued for his apprehension. Did that hon. gentleman 
forget that he was present at a public meeting where the inhabitants 
of several counties attended, and passed resolutions to the effect that 
they would resist the legal authorities and the troops?137 


DR. NELSON.--Not at i 
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MR. SHERWOOD.--How was it, if the hon. gentleman had no dread of 
assault or a warrant, that he barricaded his house? Now he, in company 
with the other gentlemen on his side of the House, would protest against 
the payment of the losses of rebels out of the consolidated funds, and 
he would protest against the payment of any losses whether loyalists 
or not in Lower Canada out of the consolidated funds, for the people 
of Upper Canada, he was confident, would never consent to the measure. 

He did not mean to say they would resist the legal authorities, but he 
would say that when the time came forl39 exercising their rights, hurl 
the members ae cores who proposed the measure, from their seatetag with 
indignation.1 1 He must, in the next place, protest against the payment 
of the losses of persons who were engaged in the Rebellion at all, from 
any fund. The members opposite said that they were only following out 
the Resolutions and measures of the late Ministry; but could any one of 
them say that the late Administration ever intended to pay the losses 

of any other than the loyalists?--Was it not clearly stated by the late 
Inspector General, in answer to the member for Two Mountains, that they 
did not intend to pay the losses of the Rebels.142 But if the hon. gentle- 
men really thought that by introducing this resolution, they were follow- 
ing out the course pursued by their predecessors, why did they not fulfil 
all their promises and follow them in every other instance? But, in 
reality, that was nothing but a mere subterfuge, for the late Ministry 
never had any intention to repay the losses of rebels, but the present 
had made up their minds to do so long before they came into office. 
Another hon. gentleman had said that he felt bound to support the re- 
solutions as his conscience would not allow him to do otherwise, when 

he understood the claims of the French Canadians. He would like to know 
what was the reason there was such a change in that hon. member's opinions 
so shortly after he took his seat last Parliament? 


MR. W. SCOTT rose and said that when he gave them his support a 
different state of things existed.144 He had said to himself, "The 
form of Government is now different from what it used to be. We have 
now Responsible Government, and I said I will give the late ety 
a fair trial"l45 whether they were Whigs or Tories, and he did go. L46 


He had withdrawn his support when he found they deserved it no lopeer nee 


MR. SHERWOOD.--The hon. member supported them until he was told 
that they would not pay the losses of those engaged in the Rebellion 
and no longer. He, (Mr. S.) did not know whether he was personally 
interested in getting the measure carried through or not; public 
notoriety, however, said that he was a claimant for £500, which, with 
thel48 £23,000149 said to be claimed by the hon. member for Richelieu, 
would maket59 rather more, thant? one-fourth of the whole sum asked 
for by Government.152 In conclusion, he would like to ask the Hon. 
Solicitor General, how he could reconcile the language he had made use 
of, respecting the illtreatment of the Liberal party, in both sections 
of the Province, with the factl>3 ((that he)) had accepted a Commis- 
sion from Sir f..B. Head ,eatter bis being guiltyoor slleenal nee nad 
attributed to him? and how had he assisted to put down the Rebellion 
which he now justified? The hon. member was now in a different position 
from what he was then, another party was now in power, and he thought 
it oe be more profitable to support it than that which he formerly 
did. 
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MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE.--I never asked for Ai teseee 


MR. SHERWOOD.--Neither did ome 

MR. WILSON regretted that the Debate had been carried on with so 
much warmth, and thought it ought to have been decided on previous to 
the passing of the Amnesty Bill. In his opinion the respect due to Her 
Majesty, who had suggested that Act of oblivion, the respect due to 
themselves should have induced them to argue this question in a different 
tone. Hon. members had been told that there had been great misrule 
in both sections of the Province under the old form of Government, and 
some appeared inclined to think that there would be quite as much mis- 
rule under the present system. That was altogether a matter of opinion. 
He was quite contented with the former kind of Government, but since a 
new system had been introduced, situated as they now were, he was willing 
to give it a fair trial158 as there was no doubt it was the constitution 
best fitted for the Province in its present condition. At the same timel?9 
hon. gentlemen, who were warmest in its favor, must have seen that it 
had brought into existence ambitious men, 160 who, having obtained office 
and power, availed themselves of the first opportunity to exchange for 
more quiet and comfortable places.1 1 That was one of the evils of the 
present system, 162 They have been informed also that the Upper Province 
was misruled by the Family Compact, an expression which was made use of 
by way of reproach for many years; but he would say that there would be 
misrulel63 to some extent164 under any form of Government, and he would 
defy hon. members who had disclaimed against the Family Compact to find 
another body of men in Canada so capable of conducting the Government, 
and who used their power so leniently.165 He did not mean to say that 
they did not make mistakes; but they, upon the whole, had acted wisely, 
and for the benefit of the country.166 In fact, the only wonder was, 
that they had shown so much leniency and wisdom in the use of their 
power. In a speech from the other side of the House, it was stated that 
the rebellion was not against the Crown, but against the local Government. 
He could not see the one distinction pointed out in that speech. And 
he would ask hon. gentlemen who had watched the progress of events at 
that time, to point out where that distinction was kept in view? What 
was the object of the occupants of Navy Island? What was the object 
of Mackenzie and his associates?! Did he not say that he intended to 
overthrow the power of the Queen?168 And what were the intentions of 
those men who took up arms in this section of the Province? Was it in 
any one case kept in view that the object of this insurrection was not 
to overturn the rights of the crown, but to effect a change in the local 
Government? For his part, he had never perceived, and could not make, 
such a nice distinction. But it now appears that there was in truth 
no rebellion; it was nothing more than a petty outbreakl69 got up by 
the loyal peoplel/9 and the troops and well-disposed people kept up 
the excitement, and made the rebellion. Now he would ask those hon. 
gentlemen who had broached this singular doctrine, what was the meaning 
of the meetings and trainings? how was it that the bonds of society 
were shaken to their very centre? and how was it that men previously 
well-disposed to each other then showed distrust, and that every one 
looked with suspicion upon his fellow, and then tls: if they could, 
whether there was no rebellion predetermined on?t/ Well, a Rebellion 
had taken place, and they were now called upon to pay the losses incurred 
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through it. : He was willing to pay losses of a certain class, and to 


pay them out of the consolidated fund, for he could not see the difference 
between the measure proposed for paying the losses in this case, and the 
proposition of the late Ministry for paying the Upper Canada losses, 

for he did not think any person could be so blind as not to see that the 
tavern license fund formed part of the consolidated revenue, and he 
therefore could not see any objection to pay the Lower Canadian losses 
out of the consolidated fund. But what kind of losses is it proposed 

to pay? In his own mind, he made this broad principle--that every person 
who had suffered a loss, and had not been instrumental in bringing about 
that loss, should be paid. (Hear, hear.) But it had been said that 
after the insurrection was suppressed, and all apprehension had ceased, 
there was great destruction of property by the royalist forces. But, 

in reality, apprehension did not subside immediately; it was kept up 

for a long time after, and no one knew, from the state of excitement, 
what was about to happen: It was therefore absurd, to ((think)) that 

a line should be drawn from a certain point, and say after a certain 
number of days you shall not occasion any more destruction. The only 
effectual mode of suppressing rebellion was to do it with determined 
resolution. But if any person who, without taking any part in the in- 
surrection, had his property destroyed, he should say that person has 

a right to be indemnified (hear);1/3 not only paid but paid promptly, 
and out of the consolidated fund--(cheers); but that any person who 
aided, assisted, or abetted the Rebellion, should not be paid a single 
farthing (cheers.)1/74 Before sitting down he would remark that the 
resolutions were very ingeniously drawn up.1/5 The hon. members opposite 
had told them that the hon. members on his side had never done anything 
right--that all they did was wrong. Well, the hon. members opposite 
must be wrong, therefore, in carrying out the resolutions of the former 
Ministers.1/ earn in! 


MR. BADGLEY said that the debate had chiefly been carried between 
members from Upper Canada, but the members for Lower Canada, of British 
origin, had also something to say, because they had been termed rebels, 
at least they had been called the cause of the Rebellion. It would be 
well for members who made such assertions to look at the state of Lower 
Canada in those days; what was its position in reference to its population? 
There were 150,000 of the population of British origin, while 400,000 
of it were of French origin, and the British population was to be found 
on one side, and the whole of the French Canadian population on the other. 
Let them also look at the representation in the House of Assembly, out 
of 88 members the whole British population had only 11 representatives; 
let them look again in the Eastern Townships where was to be found the 
great mass of the British people, in a position where they could not 
possibly interfere with the French Canadian population. The other part 
of the British population were scattered over the whole country in small 
numbers, and was it possible for these individuals to tyrannize over the 
large number of Canadians around them. The hon. member then went on to 
refer to the feelings which actuated the majority of the members in the 
Lower Canada House, and referred to their conduct in granting the supplies; 
this he stated merely to show that the minority should always be represented, 
and who composed the minority at that day! Merchants, manufacturers 
and agriculturists, as good and peaceable citizens as could be found 
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in any country; yet they were told that those persons caused the rebel- 
lion.178 Had these British people nothing to lose. Certainly they had, 
and certainly they had a right to be heard in the business of legislation; 
but this right to be heard had not been accorded down to the time of 

Lord Durham.179 When Lord Durham came he was astonished at the evils 
which they labored under, and it was then, for the first time, that they 
obtained a fair share in the representation. 180 He spoke as a descendant 
of one of the earliest English settlers of the country, and he declared 
that he had never felt or heard any of the bitter animosities of race 

up to the time of these troubles, and those animosities had escaped from 
him since.18l1 The hon. member then went on to speak of the Resolutions 
before the house, and referred to the Resolution and Act passed for the 
payment of the Upper Canada losses, and to the former Resolutions re- 
lative to the Lower Canada losses; and then to the Commissioners appointed 
to enquire into the losses, to show that it was never intended to com- 
pensate the losses of any who had taken part in the Rebellion.--The 
Commissioners were appointed to enquire into the losses sustained by 

Her Majesty's loyal subjects; they were carefully to classify the losses 
sustained by parties engaged in the Rebellion from those persons who 

were not; and the instructions given to the Commissioners were intended 
merely to guide them as to the kind of evidence that they should receive; 
it directed thatthey should only be governed in classifying the claims 

by evidence as would be received by Courts of Law, that they should not 
receive hearsay evidence. The Commissioners were to enquire into all 

the losses sustained, and carefully to classify them; as to the kind 

of Sates to be paid, it was to be regulated afterwards by the Govern- 
ment. 


DR. BOUTHILLIER dit quelques mots trés a4 propos a l'appui des 
résolutions et dépeignant bien la conduite audacieuse des troupes de Sa 
Majesté. Officiers et soldats allaient se loger chez les particuliers 
ou ils se fesaient maitres de tout. I1 parle avec connaissance sur ce 
sujet, sa propre maison a été assaillie de la sorte et il a éprouvé 
des pertes considérables. Cependant il n'a pas fait de réclamations 
et il n'en veut pas faire. 


MR. SEYMOUR said the hon. member for London had fallen into error 
with regard to the Tavern Licenses; it was true the Tavern License fund 
was formerly part of the Consolidated fund, but when that fund was alienated 
from the Consolidated fund, the Tavern Licenses fund was immediately 
charged with the payment of the losses of Upper Canada, whereas the 
fund of Lower Canada was immediately given up to the districts.184 The 
President of the Council said that the losses there to be paid were of 
the same type and character as those paid in Upper Canada. Then, why 
not pay them from the same fund, although it had been given up, it might 
be charged for that purpose. 185 Why not charge them on the Tavern Licenses 
fund; and place the two Provinces on the same footing? The statement 
made by the President of the Council differed somewhat from that made by 
the Inspector-General. At all events, the Inspector-General, when asked 
if such claims as that of the hon. member for Richelieu were to be paid, 
chose to remain silent, and from that the members of his (Mr. Seymour's) 
side of the House took it for granted that psy were to be paid. There 
were no such claims permitted in Upper Canada. 86 
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MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS rose to epee He had only remained 
silent because it was impossible for him to say whether one person or 
another would be paid. That would be determined by the Commissioners 
who would be appointed, who alone could decide as to who would be paid, 
and who would not. 


MR. SEYMOUR--Then why was the remark made that there was to be no 
Star Chamber appointed189 to enquire who was not? They had been told 
that the Tavern Licenses Fund was larger in Upper Canada than in Lower 
Canada. How did that happen?--not because there were more Taverns in 
Upper Canada than in Lower Canada, but because the Magistrates in Upper 
Canada taxed the Taverns higher than they were taxed in Lower Canada. 

If the taxes were raised as high as they was (sic) in Upper Canada, the 
Lower Canada Fund would be as large as the Upper Canada one. 190 They 

had been told by the Hon. Commissioner of Crown Lands, that the cause 

of the Rebellion was the agitation of the Clergy Reserves question, and 
in the same breath he called upon the Ministry for the new agitation of 
that question. He could not at this distant day say whether the division 
of the Reserves was a fair one, but the question was settled by the 
Imperial Parliament, and we had no longer the power to settle it. If, 
therefore, they should agitate the country on the question, and the 
Imperial Parliament afterwards refused to repeal the law, why they would 
bring on another rebellion. He believed the rebellion was caused not 

by the Clergy Reserves question alone, but by the stopping of the supplies 
and the result of the elections of 1838; when McKenzie and his party 
being defeated, were unwilling to wait for a new election.191 They had 
been told that election was carried by force, and by the issuing of large 
numbers of Deeds; but there was never an election which better expressed 
the opinion of the people than that election. He should vote for the 
amendment. He thought the measure was so important a one, that it should 
be delayed until they had an Oppel cute Gy of hearing the opinion of the 
people of Upper Canada upon it. 92 


DR. LATERRIERE.--La mesure sous considération prouve plus que ne le 
feraient des volumes; la justice d'abord, le bon, le noble coeur des 
membres de la présente administration. On y trouve le pardon des in- 
jures, l'oubli du passé, les vertus et la charité toute chétienne qui 
font les honnétes gens, les saints et les martyrs. 

Je voudrais aller plus loin, moi, je voudrais faire quelque chose 
pour les familles de ceux qui ont péri, soit glorieusement sur le champ 
de bataille, soit ignominieusement sur 1'échafaud. 

Le temps des réparations est enfin venu, l'opinion publique, cette 
reine puissante a laquelle les majorités délibératives sont responsables, 
se prononce de plus en plus, s'est proncée en faveur de cette mesure. 

Qui oserait donc s'opposer a l'accomplissement d'un tel acte de justice? 

La précédente administration, sans manquer a la bonne foi, pourrait-elle 
aujourd'hui vouloir répudier ce qu'elle a elle-méme proposée, ce qu'elle 

a elle-méme accompli, enfin son enfant légitime. Voudrait-on en la re- 
poussant, en s'adressant aux mauvaises passions, faire surgir de nouveaux 
troubles, peut-é€tre plus déplorables que par le passé; n'avons-nous 

pas eu un exemple éclatant de ce que peuvent les passions, méme dans 
l'enceinte de cette Chambre? Les placards dont sont couvertes les 
murailles de cette ville depuis avant hier, les rassemblements 

qui se sont faits en conséquence ne décédent-ils pas l'intention criminelle 
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d'intimider, de géner, d'étouffer la voixde la représentation nationale? 
Mais nous disent aujourd'hui les ultra-loyaux qui ont donné si gracieu- 
sement l'impulsion 4 cette mesure, lorsqu'ils étaient 4 la téte de l'ad- 
ministration, ce serait inviter les gens qui ont tout 4 gagner et rien 

a perdre a de nouvelles révoltes. 

D'ot leur est donc venu cette pensée rétrograde et tardive? 

Pour tranquiliser la conscience délicate de ces messieurs, combattre 
leurs fantOmes, la doctrine conservatrice qu'ils invoquaient de tout 
et partout, par des déclamations qui ont déja cotité 4 la province depuis 
le commencement de cette session une somme qui aurait pu payer sans 
exagération la bonne moitié de l'indemnité en question. Consultons 
l'histoire, personne n'est dupe de cette tactique permanente, si pré- 
judiciable aux intéréts du pays, Qui aurait osé, il y a un siécle, 
proposer l'abolition de l'inquisition, la servitude des blancs, 
l'émancipation des noirs, les tortures, la noblesse privilégiée, les 
lettres de cachets, l'émancipation de l'Irlande, la réforme en Angle- 
terre, etc. Eh bien: pourtant ces abus, ces horreurs qui avaient de 
si puissants défenseurs ont disparus. De plus grands pouvoirs que ceux 
qu'avait la présente opposition l'année derniére, sont de nos jours 
menacés. L'on voit la moitié de l'Europe s'armer contre l'autre moitié, 
pour faire prévaloir l'absolutisme contre la liberté et la raison, mais 
1a comme ici il faut espérer que la souveraine raison l'emportera. Nous 
avons eu assez de fracas en 1837, sans voir surgir de nouvelles 
perturbations en '49, de la méme cause et presque par les mémes hommes. 
Grace 4 nos troubles, je le dis, grace 4 nos convulsions sociales, notre 
position est bien changée. 

Qui aurait osé dire qu'en proclamant l'acte d'Union fait pour 
anéantir ces rebelles de canadiens, qu'en 49, ces proscrits, les plus 
coupables en apparence aujourd'hui comblés des honneurs, les plus grands 
dignitaires de la colonie, possédant la confiance de leur souveraine et 
du peuple souverain, se trouverait en face dans le sénat canadien, 
feraient palir encore une fois de colére, ceux qui les auraient fait 
pendre pour la plus grande gloire de leur domination machiavélique. 

Une lutte de 50 ans, une glorieuse lutte de raison jusqu'’en 1837, 
pour nous canadiens n'a pas pu prévaloir.........Ce que la raison n'a 
pas pu faire, des malheurs l'ont accompli. Un retour providentiel, 
inespéré 4 un meilleur état de chose, sont les preuves irrésistibles, 
qu'un peuple loyal et généreux peut tout ou tard revendiquer ses droits. 

J'avoue que ceux qui font sonner si haut leur jadis loyauté, qui 
sont en paroles plus loyaux méme, que notre gracieuse souveraine, ont 
bien raison de se plaindre de ce revirement, de nous menacer d'un 
démembrement, de passer 4 l'ennemi méme, puisque cet état de chose leur 
déplait souverainement et ne leur convient plus. 

Eh bien! qu'ils y passent donc, si l'envie, la jalousie, peuvent 
les porter a commettre un tel acte de déloyauté, de fratricide. Pour 
nous canadiens restons attachés a l'empire, c'est notre salut; l'an- 
nexion aux Etats-Unis, serait le plus grand malheur qui pourrait nous 
arriver. Aurait-on jamais pu prévoir une semblable révolution dans les 
esprits? Le lord Sydenham lui-méme, s'il revenait 4 la vie comme dans 
Figaro, ou le Barbier de Séville, ne pourrait-il pas dire comme le prin- 
cipal personnage de cette comédie: '"Bartholo, mon ami, ou Thompson, 
si vous voulez, tu n'es qu'un sot." 

Le plus grand bien découle toujours du plus grand mal, lorsqu'il ne 
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me nous tue pas. N'avons-nous pas passé au commencement de cette session 
un acte d'amnistie? 

Les plus mécréants d'entre nous, s'ils ne se trompent point en 
croyant tromper la divinité, ne disent-ils pas tous les jours: ''Mon 
Dieu, pardonnez-nous nos offenses, comme nous les pardonnons 4 ceux 
qui nous ont offensés, ne nous laissez pas aller a la tentation, mais 
délivrez-nous du mal, etc."’ Halte 1a! le contraste est trop grand, 
trop frappant, entre les lois immuables de la souveraine justice, et 
l'exécrable politique qu'a fait le malheur des Canadas, que l'on vou- 
drait faire revivre 4 tout prix pour que l'on puisse hésiter un ins- 
tant entre l'adoption des résolutions que l'on nous propose, ou la 
perpétuation des abus que l'on invoque d'un autre coté. Ce serait 4 
n'en point finir, s'il fallait reviser et commenter tout ce qui s'est 
fait d'injuste au Canada depuis 50 ans. La réforme est heureusement 
commencée, il faut avoir le courage de l'accomplir. 

Je concluerai par déclarer que je voterai pour le principe extré- 
mement @équitable des résolutions, basées, comme ... sont, sur l'oubli 
du passé, la réparation des torts et des injures, moyen de faire re- 
vivre et de perpétuer la bonne entente entre les habitants de cette 
province. 


MR. STEVENSON could not see why this question should be pressed upon 
them at that time. There were many other questions of importance before 
the house, which deserved to be taken up before it. They were called 
upon to vote a large sum of money, and were their funds in such a flour- 
ishing condition that they should desire to force on such a measure?194 
Would issuing these debentures raise the credit of the Provincel?5? 

He looked upon it as a question, the like of which had never been brought 
before any Legislature, whether they should pay the losses of the persons 
who had been in arms against their Sovereign. Was it a question to be 
forced on the country without notice? Yet, strange as the question was, 
it did not appear to him so strange as the conduct of members opposite. 

It was strange to hear the members opposite stand up, hour after hour, 

in defence of Rebellion--(cries of no, no.) At any rate 96 there was 

not a word to blame rebellion from the other side. He had almost been 

led to doubt there had been no rebellion at all. The hon. Solicitor 
General (West), however, had cited many cases from English history+9/ 
((and)) had spoken very compassionately about the cruelties committed 

on those who had participated in the Monmouth Rebellion; but he could 

not see any thing in all he said which could justify a rebellion in Canada. 
The whole tenor of the hon. gentleman's remarks was to prove that rebellion 
was necessary; but he (Mr. S.) did not see any analogy between the cases 
which he cited, and those which existed in this country. He was surprised 
to hear the hon. gentleman denounce Canadian loyalty as spurious; but 

if there was spurious loyalty, there was also spurious patriotism, 

which trampled on the rights of the people for the worst of purposes. 

The hon. member then went on to comment on the various causes assigned 

by hon. members opposite, for the Rebellion.198 ((One)) gentlemen 

(sic) thought the cause was the Clergy Reserves. There happened, however, 
to be no eos Reserves in Lower Canada--certainly not of the Church 

of England.1l9 
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Nor any other.200 


MR. STEVENSON ((continued:)) Well, he supposed he was mistaken; 
but he had heard there were tithes due in Lower Canada. But, stranger 
than all, another gentleman thought the cause of rebellion was, that the 
people of the country did not enable him to get a living. That gentleman 
had left his country for his country's good; but it seemed a stranger 
reason for rebellion than any other. He never supposed that hon. 
gentlemen opposite were rebels, till he heard some persons say that a 
Portion of their party had been forced into rebellion. However, it was 
very strange that it should have been necessary for the large majority 
of the people of that part of the country to assemble large forces to 
protect themselves against a small minority. As to Upper Canada, he 
knew that property and person (sic) was protected before the rebellion; 
and he heard it for the first time, that the sources of justice in Upper 
Canada were corrupted. Nor did he believe the accusation was true as 
regarded Lower Canada. Lord Sydenham saw only that this was so in the 
case of political offences. The Reformers of that day did not make that 
charge against the Government. He had heard a great deal more said 
against Sir Francis Bond Head than against MacKenzie, who had robbed the 
mail and killed Col. Moodie. The hon. gentleman had alluded to the un- 
necessary hangings, as he said, of Sir George Arthur. When he disagreed 
with his Council, he appealed to the country; and he asked what more 
could be done by a Responsible Government? Then, again, it was said 
that Reform Parliaments were always dissolved while Tory Parliaments 
sat the full time. Now, he knew none that were dissolved, except that of 
1836, which was dissolved for stopping the supplies. He considered a 
proposition to pay rebels perfectly monstrous; and that it was intended 
to do so, was evident, because the hon. member for Richelieu had offered 
to give up his own share in order that his fellows should get theirs. 
When these people went into rebellion, they cast the die; they expected 
to become great men, and they ought not to complain if they are dis- 
appointed.201 They should ... suffer the consequences of their own aches 
and ... they were entitled to no compensation because they had failed.“ 
The measure was disapproved by a large majority in Upper Canada, and 
not a small minority in Lower Canada. 


MR. J. SMITH (Durham) remarked, in reply to the hon. member Frontenac, 
that as the gentleman had declared that he (Mr. Smith) would not be elected 
if he voted for this resolution, he would state quite as candidly that 
he thought that hon. member would not again be elected, let him vote 
which way he would. (Laughter.) The hon. member would do well to look 
after his own constituents, and take care he is not tripped up by one 
Sam Weller. reuriner oe 


MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE rose for the purpose of correcting one or two 
misrepresentations of what he said, made by the hon. member for Hamilton, 
he (Mr. B.) was deeply pained to hear the hon. and gallant knight 
attribute to him observations against the Chief Justice of Canada, he 
would frankly state there was no man in the Province whom he more un- 
feignedly respected, he could appeal to his hon. friend from Simcoe 
(Mr. Robinson) he could appeal to his whole life, to all the most in- 
timate conversations he had ever held, to know if any man had heard 
drop from him one single expression derogatory to the character of the 
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Chief Justice. (Hear, hear.) He could appeal to his own written and 
printed statement, that he was an ornament and honour to his country. 
Nor, had he said one word against the Justices on the Upper Canada 

Bench, all of whom he much respected, the language he had used the other 
evening, was not his own, he had read from the reported opinion of Lord 
Durham. He (Mr. Blake) had not said that the Duke of Richmond was a 
robber, that was the expression of the hon. member for Hamilton himself, 
but he had said, in the language of Lord Aberdeen, that the Duke of 
Richmond had taken the money of the people of Lower Canada unconstitution- 
ally, which hon. members would perceive meant a different thing. He had 
not said that Lord Dalhousie was a robber, but he had said also, in the 
language of Lord Aberdeen, and Durham, that he had taken the purse of 
Lower Canada without the constitutional authority of the House of Assembly, 
and had used it. He had not said that Sir George Arthur was a murderer, 
but he had said that he carried Capital Punishment beyond the limits 
which his instructions authorised, and that it required the intervention 
of Lord Durham to prevent it. He had not attacked the character of Lord 
Metcalfe, but he had attacked his Responsible ministers, who were, in 
his opinion, the only persons who could be with propriety attacked. He 
had been misunderstood on many other points, which he could not now go 
over. He had, however in glancing over the papers found his language 
very materially altered, so as to change its meaning. Not that he meant 
tO attribute to™the press -anytning unrair, for ne muse say, thal ene 
exertions made by the press, to report the proceedings of the House 

were highly creditable, such, in fact, as he did not believe were made 

in any other country of our standing, or anywhere but in England.--Where 
the person reporting was only engaged for half an hour during an evening, 
it was utterly impossible for one or two individuals to report correctly 
what took place, so as to have it published next morning; but there had 
been a meaning given to his observations, not only which he did not intend 
but which he deprecated. 


SIR A. MACNAB.--If he had misunderstood, the hon. and learned Solicitor 
General, he had done so in common with many other hon. members. The 
hon. member had spoken with a great deal of warmth, and he (Sir Allan) 
doubted very much if he himself remembered what he had said. The hon. 
member had certainly said, in language quoted from Lord Durham's Report, 
that the Administration of Justice in Upper Canada was corrupt. 206 He 
was glad to hear the explanation.207 


MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE.--There was no such thing in Lord Durham's report, 
the passage related to Lower Canada. (Hear, hear.) 


COL. PRINCE said that the tone of the debate, from the very commence- 
ment, had been anything but proper, but as it had been very generally 
adopted by hon. members, he hoped to be permitted, before the question 
was put, to give his opinion on several points which had involved his 
personal character to an extent under which no Briton could remain silent. 
He amongst the rest had been charged with being a rebel, and it was im- 
possible for any man, English, Irish or Scotch, who lived under the 
aegis of the English constitution, to submit to that charge without 
speaking in defence of himself. In the course of his speech he would 
endeavour, as much as possible, to avoid personalities; 09 several 
members have said that there have been great personalities used; 71 
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there had been vast excitement had prevailed for many days past, not 
only in the House, but out of doors. With what occurred out of doors 
they had nothing to do; but they on his side of the House were not to 

be blamed for these results. If blame attached to any body, it surely 
must be to the Ministry, who mooted the question and introduced it; 

they on_his side of the House*11 gia not ask to pay the Lower Canada 
Rebels; 212 they were quite content to let the ordinary business of the 
country go on quietly, without the introduction of Resolutions like these, 
which were exciting the people from one end of the Province to the other. 
If, therefore, there was any blame to attach to any one for this excite- 
ment, for God's sake let it be Pe upon the right shoulders (hear, hear)213, 
and not upon innocent parties. It had been said by a member of the 
Government that the hon. and gallant Knight from Hamilton, and the 

hon. member for Toronto, and all those who supported the Government 

of that particular day, were the cause of the rebellion. It was dis- 
tinctly, plainly, unequivocally stated. That assertion he could not 
allow to pass without contradicting it face au face, as the Frenchmen 
said. That statement was an entire falsehood. 215 Utterly absurd and 
false.216 What, Sir Allan McNab a rebel, or the cause of rebellion! 

The hon. member for Toronto a rebel! They who had been brought up in 
principles of allegiance to their Sovereign, were they, because they had 
supported the government of Sir Francis Head, to be stigmatised as 
rebels: Neither the hon. and gallant knight nor the hon. member for 
Toronto had taken any part in that Government, and yet they were charged 
with being part and parcel of that Government which it was asserted had 
caused the Rebellion.--With regardto himself, the House should have his 
history by and bye, and they should have to say if he had ever encouraged 
rebellion. The greatest curse that ever fell upon him (Col. Prince) 

or his family was, that he had ever heard of "this Canada," because 

here his loyalty had been a disadvantage and a stigma to him,--because 
loyalty had been discouraged by those who were disloyal; and owing to 
the truculent conduct of successive Governors, disloyalty seemed to have 
been growing here. There was no concealment about it. It had been said 
by the gentlemen opposite, that those who resisted the law in former days 
were really the men of character and credit in the country, whilst every 
individual who stood up in defence of his country was a disloyal man and 
a rebel. He had always understood that a loyal man was one who obeyed 
the laws of the country, but the Commissioner of Crown Lands had told 
them that ... Sir F. Head's Government?!’ was the cause of the Rebellion 
and that all who supported it218 were st real rebels. Well, 219 he 
(Col. P.) supported Sir F. B. Head, and according to the doctrine of 
his colleague, the hon. member for Kent (Mr. Cameron) was a rebel, the 
President of the Council (Mr. Merritt) was a rebel, 2 1 like himself, and 
why? Because222 they obeyed the laws and stood up in defence of their 
country in time of danger. That was the only inference that he could 
draw from the language of the Hon. Commissioner of Crown Lands. He 
(Colonel Prince) would not call certain persons rebels in return, but 

he would detail a few facts with which history and 'public notoriety' 
furnished him; he would not call any body hard names, but he would 

say that there was a day when one Hypolite LaFontaine, according to the 
practice of Catiline, abrit evasit erripit ab urbe,--that was Latin 

from Cicero--(laughter)--in plain English, he cleared out. (Renewed 
laughter.) He would not charge this Hypolite LaFontaine with having 
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been a rebel, but he had always found in his experience as a lawyer, that 
absconding was one of the firstevidences of guilt. Now, he was told 
it was 'a matter of public notoriety'--the rule of evidence by which 
they were now to be guided--that this Hypolite LaFontaine was not the 
most loyal man in the country,223 ((he)) had done some very naughty 
things, 224 and it so happened that he found it convenient to go to 
France, where he, no doubt, enjoyed himself along with his colleague, 
the then member for Montreal, of whom he (Col. Prince) should have more 
to say presently. There was another individual, one Robert Baldwin; 
but as his learned friend the Attorney Gen. West, was not just then in 
his place, he would wait till he returned, and in the meantime pass to 
the Commissioner of Crown Lands225 because he liked better to speak of 
a man before his face than behind his back.226 His hon. friend (Mr. 
Price) was that was vulgarly called 'jugged.' He did not mean to say 
that his hon. friend was a rebel, but he was mistaken for one. One 
James Harvey Price was charged with being a very naughty man_in those 
days and they caught him227 and She yee sg PUL NImMeanco quod, 228 and 
locked him up in the Parliament House, where he was attended by a very 
old widow--(laughter)--who paid him so much attention, that he after- 
wards got her a pension. (Laughter.) It was a difficult thing to know 
why he was put in the Parliament House, but he believed there were so 
many miserable, misguided men in those days, that the gaols would not 
hold them all. Well, this Price was taken up, charged with sedition 229 
and treason; he might have done nothing wrong, but it was very odd that 
no one ever heard of the member for Hamilton, or the member for Toronto, 
or himself being230 taken upon a charge of treason, or put in the Parlia- 
ment House.*7+ But they would probably be told that there was no reason 
for putting this man into gaol. He would now refer to what the chronicles 
of Canada said of some other persons, and by those chronicles he learnt 
that there was another gentleman of the name of Francis Hincks,--he 
(Col. P.) did not know any such person--(laughter),--and the reason that 
this person was not taken and as into prison, was because that he run 
fOr it, atid €or CULE OF Ehe way 32 and the authorities could not overtake 
him233, 

2 234 

NOR Eom: MRem LNG Pew GEN EEN CK or 

COL. PRINCE.--Well the chronicles said so, and it was a matter of 
public notoriety that upon a certain examination of235 a venerable old 
gentleman who was now dead, this same Francis Hincks, in his evidence 
calmly stated that knew this rebellion was being concocted in Upper 
Canada; that he was perfectly acquainted with the fact, but did not 
think it necessary to promulgate it, or to tell his neighbours and friends 
that the assassin's knife would be at their throats in a short® time; 
in point of fact, he kept the rebellion a secret. These facts were from 
the Chronicles of Canada. But he must not omit to tell them that there 
was another famous gentleman236 of those days, one Robert Baldwin, 2 
and he, good-natured man, he might have been a Quaker from his peacable 
disposition; when Toronto was on fire at both ends; when muffled rebels 
stalked abroad in the darkness of the night; when murder, assassination, 
and mad robbery prevailed, he was told that this Robert Baldwin, an 
eminent lawyer, coiled himself up on his Turkey carpet, packed up his 
books and papers, and was not seen until the danger was over. He did not 
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come forth with the238 learned Chief Justice and the other Judges239 

and marshal himself on the side of order.240 He did not come forth and 
follow the Judges of the land, and march side by side with the knight 
from Hamilton, at the head of the battalion, but remained a calm, quiet, 
indiscriminating observer.241 Those on his side of the House who had 
been charged with being rebels retaliated on these men. He would tell 
them, and he would tell the whole Province of Canada, Nemo me impune 
lacessait! He would adopt the Scotch motto, and tell the country that 
when let alone he was as calm as any person could be; but they should 
not rouse his blood by charging him with the greatest crime a Briton 
could be guilty of--viz., rebellion against his Queen and Crown; for 

of all the infamous, detestable, abominable crimes that could be per- 
petrated, the worst was rebellion. In his humble opinion, the union 
with Lower Canada had been a curse to Upper Canada242. He would not 

go into figures to prove it--he was above them-- 43 and he would never 
have supported the Union had he known that would be the result of it. 
Had he known that they were to be cursed with these eternal bickerings, 
had he known the one hundredth part of what he now knew, he should have 
opposed such a measure 4S. Yes, in the name of the common country which 
he had expected to find247, in the name of the public safety--in the name 
of the preserver of the peace of Canada--he would have forbid the bans 

of this unhallowed union. 


249 


244 


Opposition cheers. 


COL. PRINCE ((continued:)) But the day for that was past, and it 
was for those who lived at a distance to submit for a while. There were 
members who had joined the gentlemen opposite whom he regretted to see 
there. He respected the Solicitor General West; he had listened to him 
with great attention; but he could not believe him to be sincere in all 
he had said. He (the Solicitor General) was comparatively a ees 
in the country; he was eloquent, gentlemanly, #20 kind and generous 51 
in private life; the people of Upper Canada showed him marked attention 
by electing him professor of Law; but his hon. friend advanced a doctrine, 
that in a British Province there were two kinds of loyalty--that there 
was a loyalty to the Sovereign and a loyalty to the people; 22 but in 
the event of the people, being discontented with any particular form 
of government, they might attempt to overthrow it, that surely could 
not justify the people in rising up in enaiiienss2. He thought his 
hon. friend would not sustain that when he had been in Parliament 
another year.254 


MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE did not mean that; a great deal had been 
attributed to him that he had never said. He had never justified any 
rebellion, either this or any other. He never said there were two kinds 
of loyalty, but he did say that loyalty was a compound quality and con- 
sisted of loyalty to the Crown, and loyalty to the laws, which bound 
the prerogative of the Crown, within constitutional liberty255 and that 
a person wae be possessed of one of these qualities without possessing 
the other. 2-6 


COL. PRINCE was glad to hear the explanation of his hon. friend, *>/ 
((he)) could expect no other sentiments from the hon. gentleman, but 
whether it was the heat with which his learned friend spoke, or that he 
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(Col. Prince) was somewhat discomposed by having such a charge made 
against him, he certainly had misunderstood the learned gentleman, and 

he was willing to admit that he had done so. He could fancy the learned 
gentleman promulgating from the rostrum in the Osgood Hall in Toronto, 
when he as Professor taught the young sucking298 Attorney law. 

(Laughter.) How he would instill into their minds those doctrines which, 
as he well knew graced the pages of the Pandects, of Justinian, of 
Puffendorf, Grotius and the great constitutional Blackstone; but he had 
been astonished to find a gentleman, whose perseverence in his profession, 
and legal knowledge were well known, could promulgate such doctrines, 
which he felt happy in having given his learned friend an opportunity 

to disavow.260 He would now say a few words about26l another supporter 
of the Ministry, a gallant Colonel,--the colleague of the Attorney 
General East, (Mr. Holmes. ) 262 Well, how one does change his opinion. 263 
When he (Col.Prince) went down to Kingston to Parliament, in 1841, he 
always thought the gallant member was264 a most virulent Tory, one of the 
highest water. 265 But times were changed. He had given them some of the 
Chronicles of Canada; he would not give them some of the Legends of 
Montreal. He had been told that in 1837, the gallant member was per- 
fectly awful, that he used to gallop about the streets at the head of 

his troops, with his sword drawn266, Why, he must have looked like 

Jack the Giant Killer, (great laughter) and he so frightened the women 
and children that they began to think that he was General Washington 
risen from the dead, and come to destroy them al1.267 He had the great- 
est enmity to rebels in those days, 268 there was no need of warrants 

for the gallant Colonel to clap poor devils in gaol; it was only neces- 
sary for him to see a poor fellow without any breeches for him to seize 
him. (Laughter.) He had also heard something of the hon. member's con- 
duct at the election at St. Laurent2©9, that he acted very violently2/0, 


MR. HOLMES.--I was not there.2/1 


COL. PRINCE.--He (Col. P.) had heard that in 1641) he made’ such @ 
speech in his (Col. P."s)° friend, Tattersali's) Yard, whichvso. alarmed 
the Canadians that they fled in every direction. He called upon his 
friends to go on, to go on, yes, in the words of Marmion, he called 
upon them to go on, go to St. Laurent and take possession of the polls 
there, and keep@/2 the French Canadians out. These were Legends of 
Montreal, matters of "public notoriety,'' which might be true or no. 

But “public notoriety,'' was good Parliamentary law, now-a-days, and 
Parliament might do anything but make a man a woman, or a woman a man. 2/3 
Although public notoriety would be a bad doctrine for some people, for, 
if it was to be followed, some people would have to resign their seats 
very soon, for he was told that petitions, yes, crowds of petitions, 
would be placed upon the table of the house, in a few days, against 

the measure before them, and he pence that the members opposite would 
then stand by their favorite maxim, "that the Government should ie 
carried on geo ae to the well understood wishes of the people.’ 

(Hear, hear.) 274 The gallant member for Montreal, had certainly acted 
very generously and handsomely in disposing of his Pay: But he (Col. 
Prince) could not allow that he had received no pay. 


MR. HOLMES .--I was not asked what I received, but what I put into 
my pocket.7/6 
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COL. PRINCE.--What has that to do with the question?2’7? Whether the 
hon. member put the cheque in his pocket, or carried it in his hand, 
made no difference. He had the money, for he disposed of it; therefore, 
he could not say he got no pay. But surely there was no dishonour in 
an officer fighting in the service of his Queen, and wearing her livery 
receiving pay!2/78 He knew something of the expenses which officers had 
to bear, and what his son now in the army required, even though he 
had got his second commission, and he was proud to say that his son 
had received his first commission from the Duke of Wellington, as a 
mark of his approbation of his (Col. P.'s) conduct. He thought the 
money which the gallant colonel from Montreal received, was distributed 
in a generous and highly creditable manner.279 And now, having defended 
himself at some length from the charge of disloyalty, he must be permitted, 
before stating the reasons why he would refuse to pay these claims, to 
defend, as far as his humble ability would permit, a man whose memory 
was not dead--Sir Francis Bond Head. (Cheers.) He (Col. Prince) knew 
Sir Francis was not palatable to the majority of this House, and to a 
great many excellent and worthy persons in Upper Canada; but this dislike, 
he believed, arose from prejudice. He (Col. Prince) knew but little of 
him, as he ... was not one of those persons who hung about Government 
House paying his court to Lords and Baronets; yet, he must say this, 
that all he saw of Sir Francis, showed that there was an intention on 
his part to do what was right. He (Col. P.) became attached to him 
because he was the first Lieutenant Governor that he281 ever saw much 
of--because he was kind and civil, and it won his (Col. Prince's) heart. 
At that time he had not been in the country more than three years. He 
found the whole country involved in political agitation. Those were 
the palmy days of McKenzie. There was a Parliament sitting at the time 
but when they resorted to the plan of stopping the supplies, Sir Francis 
Head dissolved the Parliament as the only way of carrying on the Govern- 
ment.282 And he (Col. P.) approved his doing so. Sir F. B. Head was 
humane, there never was a man who deserved hanging more than Sutherland, 
yet Sir Francis prevented his being executed. And did not the history 
of Upper Canada show how he trusted in the people of the Province. How 
when he received the call of Sir John Colborne for troops if he could 
spare them 283 he replied--"All; I will rely on the Militiamen of Upper 
Canada."284 He (Col. P.) knew that Sir F. B. Head had his failings, 
but he could not allow those men opposite to stand up and attack his 
character without defending it. 5 Let not those who had received 
civilities, but no favours, from Sir F. B. Head, stand by and hear him 
calumniated, when he ought to be praised. 286 He had never seen him since 
he went to England, but he had letters every day from gentlemen who met 
Sir Francis daily at the clubs in London, 28/ who knew his tastes and 
affections, and he never heard a single word ears cues against hin. 

On the contrary, he always heard his eulogiums. 28 They stated that 
there was not a gentleman more beloved, respected, and esteemed, than 
he was, by the people who knew him; and what did Sir Francis care 
about the opinions and petty policies of men, who did not understand 
what an English baronet was? Sir F. B. Head came here but for a short 
time, and did what he thought his duty; and if he were not approved, 
he would not have got the baronetcy. It was remarked that it was 
singular that he had contended for this baronetcy.290 If they had not 


856 


given it to him (Col. P.) without his asking for it, he would have seen 
it at Jericho before he would have sought it; but _some men were very 
differently constituted from others. Sir Francis?? disregarded money, 
but he thought much of honours; he was one of those men who did not go 
to bed with dollars for the theme of their dreams. Sir F. B. Head was 
honorable in the highest degree, chivalrous in the extreme; but, perhaps, 
mistaken on some points.292 He (Col. P.) would not tell them why he 
could not vote for the resolutions before the House; he could not vote 
for them because he looked upon the Lower Canada rebels as having been 
the cause of the loss and misery which he and his constituents in the 
western Districts sustained.293 Let the House look at the position of 
that neighbourhood at that time. Not one rebel appeared in arms: every 
thing was_tranquil. Every person was quietly following his usual avo- 
cation. He had spent a large sum of money in the country, his neigh- 
bours had called on him for his advice, and he hoped he had not misled 
them. He purchased a large estate of (sic) the banks of ((the)) Detroit, 
and thought himself as secure as on the banks of the Thames 96 in 
England. He was respected by his neighbours, 297 while thus trying to 
establish peace among his neighbours, on a sudden a whirlwind came on. 
A rebellion took place in Lower Canada and298 a second edition of it 
had broken out in Upper Canada.229 He could not believe it; but300 
he received some despatches301 from some American friends392 from Mon- 
treal informing him that303 persons from his city had gone up to Detroit 
and had excited the people to take up arms to alter the laws and Con- 
stitution of Canada. How did they do it? Why, they armed the schooner 
Ann with seventy men and four hundred stand of arms , 904 on board of 
her, under the command of the scoundrel Theller305 whose lying history 
had been read in the House by his hon. friend the Commissioner of 
Crown Lands. 306 

MR. COM. CR. LANDS PRICE denied chai ue 

COL. PRINCE.--Then he would abandon that part of the case; besides 
he knew that his reverend friend would not do such a thing. (Laughter.) 
However, an armament was fitted out to liberate the peaceable people 
on the Western frontier.--Well, how did they begin to give them liberty?-- 
for that was their pretence. The hon. and brave member for Richelieu, 
whom he honoured because he was brave, had said that the first he heard 
of the warrant against him was a cannon-ball through his house. He (Col. 
QO.) knew not whether that hon. gentlemen gave these rascals the hint, 
but sure enough when they came to Amherstburg, the first thing that was 
done in the way of declaring independence, was to give the inhabitants 
a broadside (laughter); and to this day the balls were to be found, and 
the holes they had made in the walls. These people could have had no 
object but plunder. 308 If they had intended to give them liberty, why 
did they not convene a meeting? 309 and sent word to him (laughter); 
for he knew Keller, and had often talked with him; 310 (laughter), and 
a very pleasant gentleman he was (laughter), not unlike many gentlemen 
to be found in Montreal, of whom it might be said, in the words of the 
great bard of Avon, "He can smile and smile, and still be a villain."311 
He repeated, however, that he would not pay these claims, because he had 
been told by this boat's crew that refugees from this part of the Province 
had set them on to make this attack.312 The object of these people could 
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be nothing but rapine, murder and robbery ;°23 the same people set on 


the brave Von Shoulz, whom he honored for his courage and whom he wished 
to God had been spared. As to thefellows on board the Anne, whatever 
they might afterwards write in their narratives, they fell down on their 
knees when taken in the most abject manner. They had, however, before 
that handed about placards, promising to give away the farms in the 
neighbourhood; and among the rest doing him the favour, he believed, 

to divide his own estate. But did it stop when this expedition was at 
an end? No sooner was that over than Mr. MacLeod took possession of 
Fighting Island, in his (Col. Prince's) neighbourhood. There he was, 
with his 300 men, coming to give liberty to the people of Canada; and 

in order to do so, they fired cannon and broadsides of bullets when- 
ever Canadians showed their faces. The only accident that attended 
their visit, after all, was the breaking of the shins of the present 
hon. member for Essex, who fell over a flour barrel in trying to capture 
one of the scoundrels. Then came the affair of Point Pelle (sic) 
Island314 , where 400 or 500 came to devastate the country, but where>1 

the Militia again marched out, with Col. Maitland and Captain Brown, 

aided by a few poor country gentlemen, who volunteered to serve as rifle- 
men?1® and drove them from their sciie ll! . After that came the business at 
Windsor, at which place persons came from the very heart of the State of 
Michigan. Those persons came in, shot down his best friends, 218 destroyed 
his property 19 and burnt his (Colonel Prince's) soldiers in their barracks. 
He there saw his best friend,--Hume,--barbarously slaughtered, after 

passing with him the only agreeable evening which he had spent for 

weeks before. Was he to pay320 £180,000, or as many farthings, when 

he knew that the men who did those deeds were urged on by persons from 
Lower Canada. He could not do it.32l By that, of course, these persons 

had made his life, instead of being one of quiet--the only life an 

English gentleman should look at--one of oppression and perturbation. 

--His life had been rendered miserable322 by these occurrences, and by 

the feelings which existed in consequence.--There were? at the present 

day a number of men324 still lingering about the Western Frontier 

who, it was hoped, would be softened by the late act of ammesty, but who 
still regarded this country with a jealous and jaundiced may 

He would not consent to pay £100,000 (sic) for these rebellion losses, 
because those who were to receive the money had caused so much damage 

to others,--because they had not contributed to elevate one gentleman 

who stood up in defence of the law,--because loyalty and obedience to 

law had degraded those who exhibited it,--because he saw before him a 
Government prone to injure the loyal man, and exalt the rebel. (Cheers. ) 328 


MR. J. SCOTT, of Bytown, said that he had not yet expressed any 
opinion on the subject. His own feelings, as a resident of Upper Canada, 
were certainly against the payment of the losses in the way proposed, 
and he could not say how he would vote on the question, until it was 
fully placed before him; and proceeded to speak of the impropriety of 
members of that house addressing unruly and riotous mobs in this city, 
with a view to influence the proceedings in that house. 


MR. ROBINSON asked the hon. member whether he meant to designate 
the large and respectable meetings, held in the market last Saturday 
evening, as a mob. 
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MR. J. SCOTT said he was present at the meeting, and he did charac- 
terize it as a most disorderly mob; and with reference to what he had heard 
as to the numbers present at it, he would state that he was positive 
that there were not more than 1500 persons present, more than one half 
of whom were boys under sixteen years of age. (Ironical cheers and 
laughter.) 331 


(94) 

And the Questton being put; the House ditvtded: and the names betng 

called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 
YEAS. 

Messteurs Badgley, Brooks, Christte, Crysler, Diekson, Gugy, Mae- 
donald of KINGSTON, Str Allan N. MacNab, Malloch, M'Connell, M'Lean, 
Meyers, Prince, Robinson, Seymour, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Smith of 
DURHAM, Smtth of FRONTENAC, Stevenson, and Wtlson.--(20.) 


NAYS. 

Messteurs Armstrong, Attorney General Baldwin, Beaubten, Bell, 
Soltettor General Blake, Boulton of NORFOLK, Bouthtllter, Burritt, 
Cameron of KENT, Cartter, Cauchon, Chabot, Chauveaqu, Davtgnon, DeWitt, 
Soltettor General Drummond, Duchesnay, Dumas, Fergusson, Flint, Fortter, 
Fournter, Fourgquin, Gutllet, Hall, Hineks, Holmes, Jobin, Johnson, 
Attorney General LaFontatne, Laterrtére, Laurin, Lemteux, Lyon, Mac- 
donald of GLENGARRY, Marquis, M'Farland, Merritt, Méthot, Mongenats, 











SS 


WORTH, Taché, Thompson, Viger, Watts, and Wetenhall,--(56.) 

So tt passed in the Negative. 

And the Question betng agatn proposed, That the Order of the day 
for the House in Committee to take into constderatton the necessity of 
establtshing the amount of Losses tneurred by certatn inhabttants tn 
Lower Canada during the Polttteal Troubles of 1837 and 1838, and of 
providing for the payment thereof, be now read; 


SIR A. MACNAB, amid cries of "Question," rose?9*. He had already 
called the attention to the provision of the Union Act, which required 
that a message should first be received from His Excellency previous 
to the house originating any measure granting a sum of money from Con- 
solidated Fund; and he would now call for the reading of that part of 
the Union Act to which it referred.333 


The clerk read the part of the Union Act in Question. 224 


MR. MORIN the SPEAKER then delivered his opinion upon the point, 
he said that the Union Act was to be taken in conjunction with the 
practice which was followed in England, and which had obtained in this 
Province since the Union, and TO sen ee Te didsnotuthinkstietoo.late 
for the house to receive the message yet. 


(94) 
Str Allan N. MacNab moved in amendment to the Question, seconded by 
the Honorable Mr. Macdonald, That all the words after "That" to the end 
(95) 
of the Questton, be left out, and the words "no Message having been 
recetved from Hts Excellency the Governor General recommending to this 
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House to make provtston for ltquidating the Claims for Losses tneurred 
by the Rebelltons tn Lower Canada, during the present Sesston, thts 
House has no authority to entertatn any such proposttton." 

And the Questton betng put on the Amendment; the House divtded: and 
the names betng called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


YEAS. 

Messteurs Badgley, Brooks, Christie, Crysler, Diekson, Gugy, Mac- 
donald of KINGSTON, Str Allan N. MacNab, Malloch, M'Connell, M'Lean 
Prince, Robtnson, Seymour, Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Smtth of FRONTENAC, 
and Stevenson.--(17.) 





NAYS. 

Messteurs_ Armstrong, Attorney General Baldwin, Beaubten, Bell, 

Soltettor General Blake, Boulton of NORFOLK, Bouthillter, Burrttt, 
Cameron of KENT, Cartier, Cauchon, Chabot, Chauveau, Davtgnon, 
DeWitt, Soltettor General Drummond, Dumas, Fergusson, Flint, Fortter, 
Fournter, Fourquin, Gutllet, Hall, Hineks, Holmes, Jobin, Johnson, 
Attorney General LaFontatne, Laterrtvére, Laurin, Lemteux, Macdonald, 
of GLENGARRY, Marquis, M'Farland, Merritt, Méthot, Mongenats, Morrtson, 
Nelson, Notman, Paptneau, Polette, Price, Richards, Sauvageau, Scott 
of BYTOWN, Smith of DURHAM, Smith of WENTWORTH, Taché, Thompson, Viger, 
Watts, and Wetenhall.--(54.) 

So tt passed tn the Negative. 

Then the matn Questton betng put; 


Ordered, That the Order of the day for the House tn Committee to take 
tnto constderatton the necesstty of estabitshing the anount of 
Losses tneurred by certain tnhabitants in Lower Canada, during the 
Politteal Troubles of 1837 and 1838, and of providing for the pay- 
ment thereof, be now read. 





And the same was read accordingly. 

The Honorable Mr. Attorney General LaFontaine moved, seconded by 
the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin, That thts House do now 
resolve ttself into a Commtttee to take into constderatton the neces- 
stty of establishing the amount of Losses tneurred by certain tnhabttants 
of Lower Canada durtng the Politteal Troubles of 1837 and 1838, and of 
providing for the payment thereof. 

The Honorable Mr. Hineks, a Member of the Executtve Counctl, by 
command of His Excellency the Governor General, acquainted the House 
that His Excellency having been informed of the subject matter of 
thts Motton, recommends tt to the constderatton of the House. 





Resolved, That thts House do not resolve itself into the satd Committee. 


The House accordingly resolved ttself tnto the satd Committee. 
Mr, Smith, of Frontenac, took the Chair of the Committee; 


COL. GUGY.--The question propounded to the house is the payment of 
a sum of money, doubtless a large one, but it is indefinite, It is 
clear that posterity is to be saddled with that payment; but how much 
is to be paid, and to whom or to what class of persons? When he had 
addressed the house on a former occasion, he had intimated to gentlemen 
on the other side that if they would pledge themselves to withhold com- 
pensation, or it might be called reward, from those who had attempted, 
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in arms, to subvert the institutions of the country, that he for one 
would acquiesce. But the Ministry had refused to assent to that pro- 
position. On the contrary, the Ministry had so distinctly and explicitly 
as was possible declared it to be their intention to reward those who, 
before the Act of Grace had been passed, would be only styled Rebels. 
Now it was with them, did the hon. gentlemen opposite mean that, or did 
they not? By saying one word they could allay the storm--they would not 
say it, then it was clear that the alarm generally felt was not with- 
out foundation. What the Ministry wanted was authority to tax one class 
of people who had maintained order, in common with another class who had 
attempted to sever the connexion, and that entirely for the benefit of 
the latter. This was the state of the question. He (Col. G.) was not, 
as had been sneeringly hinted, identified with the late Ministry. He 
had much to complain of at their hands. But his education and temperament, 
his past career left him no option. He had throughout acted like an 
Englishman, and he would continue so to do.--At all events he was ac- 
customed to a minority. Truth did not depend on numbers--he did not 

see the new light quite as soon as other persons, who were sure to be 

in the majority--he was, however, somewhat consoled, for all candid 
persons must see that he was not moved by selfish motives. It might 

be discouraging to speak and act against Ministers docile to the voice 
of their leaders--but he was disinterested--he wanted no favor--no 
office in the gift of the Crown could corrupt him. As to his being 

of the Conservative party--was it not something that he had always been 
of it, and had not deserted in the hour of defeat as others had done? 
That was a party averse to innovation--fearing all change--attached 

to Britain and British institutions. The other, which had styled itself 
the Liberal party, was eager for what they called Reform and Progress. 
But what Reform--where would that Progress lead? Would it be to a 
connection with the neighbouring States?--Let it not be pretended that 
he cherished abuse. On the contrary, he was opposed to every kind of 
abuse. He had always manifested that sentiment, and he always would. 
He knew that it was objected to the Conservative party that they had that 
tendency; but he) (Col. G.)y dented tt.9and, et least in his, ineividual 
capacity, he would go all lengths to redress grievances, and reform 
abuses. Those who wanted to put their hands in the public purse to pay 
incendiaries, pirates, and murderers, had not always been of that 
opinion. Some who (like all converts) were the loudest in their de- 
nunciations, had a great deal to expiate. The hon. member for Montreal 
(Holmes) was of that number. He had abused his power when he possessed 
it; he had manifested an aversion for, and a hostility to, the French 
Canadian of the most ferocious character, he had prosecuted and torment- 
ed them. Their being French Canadians was, in the eyes of that hon. 
member, a crime. Therefore, as the hon. member had gone so very far 

out of the right way, as among other things, to imprison the most res- 
pectable among them without authority, he (Mr. Holmes) was, perhaps, 
bound to make some reparation. But that was not his (Col. G.'s) case; 
he had, it is true, taken a prominent part, made many sacrifices, suffered 
much, risked his life, and been severely wounded in the struggle. But 
so soon as that struggle was over he had alleviated the horrors of civil 
war. The hon. member for Drummond (Mr. Watts) had been a witness to his 
(Col. G.'’s) humanity, and he defied any man, woman or child to impute 
him any, the slightest, deviation at a time when the heads of the most 
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calm had been turned--he then owed no reparation--he was free to denounce 
the Ministerial measure as iniquitous, and he did so. This was a case 

of two hostile nations making peace upon the status ante bellum. There 
was no Fortresses, no Islands, no Provinces to be restored by the nation, 
taking them to the nation from which they had been taken. In this case, 
the only safe basis upon which a lasting arrangement could be made, 

was the status post bellum. Let every man bear the losses incident 

to his own misconduct. He (Col. G.) was not disposed to entrust the 
Government with the power of naming such Commissioners as they would 
select to apportion the funds which they desired; the confusion would 

be prodigious, and the Commissioners could not fail to have means and 
excuses for richly rewarding the liberal party--that is the friends 

of the Ministry--who were, in other words, since it was to be said--the 
party had risen in arms--the plunderers--the incendiaries--the murderers. 
So stood the facts. The present so-called Liberals and the late--here 

a word suggested itself, (not to be mentioned to ears polite) were one 

of the same type. But the leaders of that party occupied the highest 
stations--wealth, power and honors flowed upon them in a continuous 
Strain. They engrossed the Royal favor--to the exclusion of such men 

as he, who certainly, when certain other hon. members were in arms against 
the Crown, had served Her Majesty faithfully, zealously, disinterestedly. 
Was not that enough? Were the Ministry determined to lay hold of the 
public treasury, and to share it among their followers--the new 
liberals--but late misguided men, whose acts and deeds had brought them 
into open collision with the Queen's Troops. It might suit their purpose 
to detract from the fame of the Volunteers, but at the period in question, 
when every loyalist was in danger of being shot like a snipe from be- 
hind every hedge, when it was dangerous to walk beyond the precincts of 
the town, when no man could drive his wife round the mountain without 
danger of assassination, the Volunteers were justly valued. They did 

not force their services upon the Government--they were urged to sacrifice 
time, money and comfort--to stand at drill all day, and to stand out on 
sentry and picket all night.--And was the soldier's pay any compensation 
for such sacrifice? No, they were promised not merely gratitude, but 
recompense--and even fame--but verily they had their reward. The desert- 
ers from their ranks were petted; they were in flourishing circumstances, 
and so were their old enemies--but as to the Volunteers, as a body, they 
had been treated with contumely and scorn--every kind of mortification 
had been heaped on them, and they had lived to see themselves not merely 
abandoned, deserted, and betrayed, but, as far as it could be, degraded.-- 
Was not this a pretty pass; and must they now submit to be taxed by their 
old enemies--for the benefit of their old enemies? It was to (sic) 

much for human nature to bear. And this, too, was attempted at a time 
when the people clamored for improvement--when a few thousands judic- 
iously applied would bring us by means of the St. Lawrence and Atlantic 
Rail-Road, within one day of the seaboard at Portland, and within 
thirteen of Liverpool. Did the Rebel losses compose a preferable claim? 
The house could not be surprised to learn that in such a state of things 
hundreds propose, upon the opening of the navigation, to leave the country. 
Was that what they wanted? Perhaps it was--as those persons were ex- 
clusively of the English race. But, certainly, judging from the result, 
looking at the event, the Rebellion had been righteous and the cause 
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holy--judging from the result, those men who adhered to their allegiance 

had thereby committed sins of great enormity--at least, the first were 
rewarded--the latter punished--not accidentally--not by mistake--but 
deliberately--and intentionally. Did it now follow that Great Britain was 
tired of the Colony, and wished to get rid of it? If such were the fact 
however, it ought to be disclosed--a straightforward manly declaration 

to that effect ought to be at once promulgated--let us know what we had to 
expect--what would be said or done in future if this precedent were made 

was too manifest. He (Col. Gugy,) however, would not attempt to prophesy, 

he would suppose a leader of the Liberal party, soliloquizing or singling 

out one or more followers, speaking as follows:--We are resolved to join the 
States if we can--therefore, we shall rebel and burn--murder and destroy, whom- 
soever may oppose us. If we succeed, we carry our point. If not, the 
British Government will repay our losses with interest. We shall never get 
less than 20s. in the pound; but we may manage to get twice, or thrice as much. 
Some of us engaged in commerce, and considerably out at elbows, will, in the 
meantime, fail; we shall pay our creditors 5s. or 2s. 6d. in the pound, 

and the British Government--or our friends who will then be sure to be in 
power to reward our exertions--will pay us in full. That being clear gain, 
the speculation is evidently the best in the world. Thus, Mr. Chairman, 

many have speculated, thus did act men who are now clamorous for compensation. 
But if you grant it, what security have you that a fresh series of events-- 
confusion worse confounded--may not ensue. 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN rose and said, as he saw that there was no prospect 
of getting through with the debate to night, and as the hon. member for Huron, 
who had an amendment to propose, was absent, he would move that the Committee 
rise, report progress, and ask leave to sit again on Thursday>>/. 


(96) 
and after some time spent theretn, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; 
And Mr. Smtth, of Frontenac, reported, That the Committee had made some 
progress, and had dtrected htm to move for leave to stt agatn. 


Ordered, That the satd Commtttee have leave to stt agatn, on Thursday next. 


Ordered, That the satd Order be then the ftrst Order of the day. 


Orders Ordered, That the remaining Orders of the day be post- 
deferred. poned till Thursday next. 


Then, on motton of the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Lafontaine, 
seconded by the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin, 
The House adjourned till Thursday next. 
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THURSDAY, 22 FEBRUARY 1849. 


(95) 
Invaltds and MR. SPEAKER latd before the House, the Report 
Foundlings. of the Commtsstoners for the reltef of tndtgent 


Invaltds and Foundlings in the District of Quebec, 
for the year 1848. 


Appendtz (Q@. Q.) For the satd Report, see Appendtx (Q. Q.) 
Petitions The following Pettttons were severally brought 
brought up. up, and latd on the table:-- 


By Mr. Beaubten,--The Petttton of the Reverend L. M. Brassard and 
others, of Chambly, Longueutl, and other Partshes. 

By Mr. Fltnt,--The Petttton of the Counetllors an the Mohawk Natton 
of Indtans of the Bay of Quinté, in behalf of thetr Trvbe. 

By the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin,--The Petttion of 
Hugh Magimnts and others, of the Township of Thurlow. 

By the Honorable Mr. Merrttt,--The Petition of the Delegates of the 
Freeholders of the County of Lincoln, tn publte meeting assembled at 
St. Catharines (Dtviston Courts); the Petttton of the Delegates of the 
Freeholders of the County of Lineoln, tn publte meeting assembled at 
St. Catharines (Statute labour); oe the Petttton of the Muntetpal 
Counetl of the District of Ntagar a (Munictpal Counctl Btll). 

By Mr. _Lyon, --The Peticton oF “Archibald Petrte and others, of the 
Townshtp of Cumberland; the Petition of G. G. Dunn Dunning and others, of 
the Tounshtp of Cumberland; the Petttton of Willtam Duncan, Chatrman, 
and John A. Stimpson, Secretary, on behalf of a meeting of the tnhabttants 
of the Township of Russell (annexation to Dalhouste); the Petition of 
John M'Caul and others, of the Townshtp of Clarence; and the Petition 
of Welltam Dunean, Chairman, and John A. Simpson, Secretary, on behalf 
of a meeting of the inhabitants of the Tounshtps of Russell and Cam- 
bridge (Representation). 

By Mr. M'Farland,--The Petttton of Isaac H. Culp, of the Townshtp 
of Stamford, District of Ntagara. 

By Mr. Bell,--The Petttton of the Reverend J. H. M'Donagh and others, 
Prtests and Laymen of Perth and tts victntty. 

By Mr. Holmes,--The Petitton of P. P. Russell and others, tnhabttants 
of the Distrtct of Montreal. 

By Mr. M'Connell,--The Petttton of Doctor S. Gregory and others. 

By Mr. Gugy,--The Petition of Joel Bigelow, Esquire, and Joseph 
Bigelow, Chatrman and Secretary, on behalf of the tnbabttants of the 


Toum of Lindsay, Township of Ops. 


Pettttons read. Pursuant to Order of the day, the followtng 
Petitions were read:-- 

Of George Webster, one of the Messengers of the House; praying for 
an tnerease of wages. 

Of James Graham and others, of the County of Norfolk; praytng that 
an tnqutry may be instttuted into all matters bearing upon the dtsmissal 
of George H. Park, Esquire, M. D., from the office of Medteal Super- 
intendent of the temporary Lunatic Asylum. 
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Of the Reverend Dents Begley and others, the Catholie Clergyman 
and Latty of the Parish of Alexandrta; praying that suttable proviston 
be made for the College of Regtopolts. 

Of George D. Watson, on behalf of the Board of Management of 
the Merechants' Exchange and Reading Room Assoctatton of Montreal; pray- 
tng for an Act of Incorporatton. 

Of the St. Michel Road Company; praying that a certain Road pro- 
posed by B. H. DeMotne and A. M. Delisle, Esqutres, to be constructed 
may be made at the cost and risk of the satd parttes; or otherwise that 
the St. Mitchel road may be placed under the Trustees of the Montreal 


(96) 
Turnptke Roads, and the satd Company itndemnifted for the value of thetr 
stock therein. 

Of John Thomas and others, of the Village and vtetnity of Col- 
borne; praying for atd to promote the construction of a line of Ratl- 
road from Quebec, by a certatn route, to Port Sarnta and Windsor at the 
western limtt of the Province. 

Of John M. Grover and others, of the Village and vtetntty of Col- 
borne; praying that Samuel S. Cole, may be authorized to collect Toll 
and Harbour Dues at a Pter and Harbour whitch he ts constructing, on 
the same scale as that allowed to the Colborne Harbour Company, and 
that atd may be granted htm for the completton of the satd Harbour. 

Of Samuel S. Cole, of the Vtrllage of Colborne, tn the District 
of Newcastle; praytng for the passing of an Act to authorize him to 
collect Tolls and Harbour Dues at a Harbour whitch he ts constructing 
at Colborne, and for atd to enable him to complete the same upon cer- 
tatn condtttons. 

Of the Muntetpal Council of the Dtstrtet of Neweastle; praying that 
the appotntment of Assessors and Collectors may be vested tin the Mintetpal 
Counetls, and that the satd Councils be invested with power to preserve 
decorum in thetr meetings. 

Of the Counetl of the Muntctpality of Sherbrooke; praying for the 
removal of certatn doubts as to the time of thetr first meeting. 

Of Ichabod Smith and others, Trustees of the Stanstead Semtnary; 
praytng for atd. 

Of Auldin Plunly, of the Townshtp of Hatley; praying for the pay- 
ment of a certain amount due to him and Alphonso Burbank by the late 
Muntetpal Counetl for the _satd Townshtp. 

Of P. Veztna, Esqutre, and others, Delegates from vartous Townships 
in the District of Three Rivers, and others of the Town of Three Rivers; 
praying that the proposed Judicature Bill may not pass into a Law, in 
so far as tt relates to the satd District. 

Of G. Chatllter and others, of the Parish of_St. Pterre les Becquets, 
County of Nicolet; praying for the adoptton of measures to factlttate 
the Commutation of Tenure of Lands en fief and en censtve. 

Of the Municipal Counetl of the County of Quebec; ee; and of. goseys 
Bedard, Esqutre, and others, of the County of Quebec: praying for the 
repeal of the Muntetpal Counetl Act, and for the re-establishment of 
Partsh Muntetpaltttes. 

Of Joseph Bedard, Esquire, and others, Censttatres of the County 
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of Quebec; praying that the rates of Commutation of the Tenure of Land 
tnto free and common soecage, may be made more equitable. 

Of the Reverend J. D. Déztel and others, of the Partsh of Potnt 
Levy, County of Dorchester; praying for the repeal of the law authortz- 
tng the licensing of Taverns tn the country, and that Temperance Houses 
be substituted tn place thereof. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District of Ottawa; praying for a 
reduction of the costs of the District Court, and that the jurtsditction 
of the Dtvtston Courts may be extended. 

‘Of P. B. Duwnoulin, Esquire, of Three Rivers; praytng for the payment 
of certatn arrears of rent due to him for a house used as a House of 
Correctton for the Dtstrict of Three Rivers. 

Of Franklin Chadsey and others, of the Townshtp of Dorchester; pray- 
tng for the adoption of measures to obtain the repeal of the Impertal 
Aet relating to the Clergy Reserves, and for the abolttton of Rectortes, 
and that the funds artstng therefrom may be devoted to purposes of 
general uttltty. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the Dtstrtet of London; praying for 
the repeal of the Usury Laws. 

Of George B. Rae and others, of the Township of Clarence; praytng 
that the Clergy Reserve questton may be finally settled by approprtating 
the funds artsing from the Reserves to the purposes of general educatton. 

Of Wilitam R. R. Lyon, of Richmond, District of Dathouste, Merchant; 
complaining of certain uni unjust and tllegal acts and dectston on the part 
of Christopher Armstrong, Esquire, Judge of the District Court of the 
satd District and of hts unfitness for the satd office, and praying 
for an tnqutry tn the premises, and that means be adopted for his 
removal therefrom. 

Of James Malvagh and others, of Nepean, County of Carleton; praytng 
that no alteration may be made in the ortginal survey of the satd 
Tounshtp. 

Of James Breakrtdge and others, of the Townships of Russell and 
Cumberland; | praying for atd to construct a Bridge over the Castor River, 
and for the completion of a Road through the said Townshtps and Glou- 
chester, to Bytouwn. 

Of the Prestdent, Directors, and Stockholders of the Grimsby Harbour 
Company; praying that thetr Charter may be revived and extended. 

Of the Reverend C. L. Vinet and others, of the Parish of St. Con- 
stant; praying indemnification for Losses sustained by them during the 
Troubles of 1837 and 1838. 

Of Ettenne Stmard_and others, of the Partsh of Chateau Richer, 
County of of Montmorency ; praytng for the adoptton of certain measures for 
the promotton of Temperance. 

Of Joseph Courtemanche and others, of the County of Rouvtlle; 
praying to be relteved from the datly payment of Tolls on the Turnptke 
Road from St. Athanase to Stanbridge. 

Of the Munictpal Counetl of the Distrtet of Victorta; praying for 
certain alterations to the proposed Bill to provide by one general 
Law for the erection of Muntetpal Counctls tn Upper Canada, tn the event 
OF LTE Pasei noun to "C, Dats 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of Kamouraska; praying that the existing 
Muntetpal Counetls of Counttes may be continued. 
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of John Keenan and others, Officers and Members of Fire Companies; 
praying that the provtstons of the Act 4 & 5 Vie. c. 43, may be so 
extended as to exempt persons serving as Members of a Ftre Company for 
the term of seven consecutive years, from serving as Jurymen or Con- 
stables. 

Of Léon Rousseau, Esquire, and others, of the County of Yamaska; 
praying for atd to construct a Bridge across the River Yamaska, and 
also another across the River St. Francis. 

Of the Munictpal Counetl of the District of Gore; praying that no 
final aectton may be had thts Sesston upon the proposed Btll relating 
to the Muntctpal system of Upper Canada. 

Of Frederick C. Capreol, Esqutre, of the City of Toronto; praytng 
for the passing of an act to authortze htm to construct a Ratlroad from 
the satd Ctty of Lake Huron. 

Of James Cowan and others, of the Townshtp of Waterloo, District 
of Wellington; praying for the passing of an Act to dtvtde Waterloo 
tnto two Townships. 

Of John Frost, Esqutre, and others, of the District of Stmcoe 
and Wellington; praying that certain Townshtps and lands theretn 
menttoned may be formed tnto a new County and District to be called 
the District of Qwen's Sound. 

Of the Honorable James Ferrter and others, Dtrectors and Stock- 
holders of the Htgh School of Montreal; praytng for atd tn support of 
the satd School. 














Brock's Mr. Thompson moved, seconded by Mr. Smith, 
Monument. of Durham, and the Questton betng put, That the 


Petttton of the Muntetpal Counetl of the District 
of Ntagara (Broek's Monument,) be referred to a Select Committee com- 
posed of the Honorable Mr. Merritt, Mr. Dickson, Mr. Notman, Mr. M'Far- 


(97) 
land, and the mover, to examtne the contents thereof, and to report 
thereon wtth all conventent speed; wtth power to send for persons, 
papers, and records.1 


The motion was opposed by SIR A. MACNAB, MR. WILSON, MR. SMITH, 
and a number of other members, on the ground that the building of the 
monument was a private matter, at least one about which the Government 
could not interfere.2 


MR. THOMPSON said that great dissatisfaction existed in Upper 
Canada because the monument had not been built.3 


SIR A. MACNAB explained the causes which had prevented the Committee 
from proceeding with the work, only about £2700 had been subscribed 
for the monument while the lowest tender received for its erection 
was £5000. It was not deemed advisable by the Committee appointed to 
superintend its erection with only that sum in hand, and the money was 
placed out at compound interest. The sum now accumulated was nearly 
enough to build the monument4. It was proposed last year to give out 
the contract, and pay in Bank Stock. Afterwards, however, some object- 
ions were found to this course» but in consequence of the great depres- 
sion in the stock in which the money was invested it was deemed exped- 
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ient -touseli-irrat present and it was determined to put the thing off 
till a better opportunity should arise for realizing the investment. 
The thing was in the hands of the Committee; but if the House chose 

to take it out of their hands, it was not for him to oppose it./ 


(97) 
The House divided: and the names betng called for, they were taken 
down, as follow:-- 
YEAS. 
Messteurs Bouthtllter, Burritt, Davignon, Fortter, Jobin, Macdonald 
of GLENGARRY, M'Farland, Merritt, Mongenats, Notman, Papineau, Polette, 
Scott of BYTOWN, Smith of DURHAM, Smith of WENTWORTH, and Thompson.--(16.) 


NAYS. 

Messteurs Armstrong, Badgley, Attorney General Baldwin, Beaubien 
Bell, Boulton of NORFOLK, Brooks, Cartter, Cauchon, Cayley, Chabot, 
Christie, Crysler, DeWitt, Fergusson, Fournter, Four uUtn Gugy, Gutt- 
Let, Hall, Hineks, Holmes, Attorney General LaFontatne, Laterrtére, 


Laurtn, Lemteux, Maedonald of KINGSTON, Sir Allan N. MaeNab, Matloch, 


Marquis, M'Connell, M'Lean, Méthot, Meyers, Morrison, Nelson, Price, 
Prince, Richards, Robinson, Sauvageau, Seott of TWO MOUNTAINS, Seymour, 
Sherwood of BROCKVILLE, Smtth of FRONTENAC, Stevenson, Viger, Wetenhall, 
and Wtrlson.--(49.) 

So tt passed tn the Negative. 


Petition of R. Resolved, That the Petition of Robert C. Wilkins 
C. Wilkins and and others, of Ameltasburgh, Dtstrict of 
others; Prince Edward, be referred to a Select Commit- 


tee composed of Mr. Stevenson, the Honorable 
Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Meyers, Mr. Thompson, and Mr. Seymour, to examine 
the contents thereof, and to report thereon with all conventent speed, 
by Bill or otherwise; with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 


Of W. Blakely Ordered, That the Petitton of Willian Blakely 
and others; and others, of the thtrd coneesston of 


Ameltasburgh, District of Prince Edward, be 
referred to the satd Committee. 


OF J. Volvar: Ordered, That the Petttton of James Vollar, a 
Messenger of the Legtslattve Assembly, be 
referred to the Standing Committee on Contingenctes. 


Of the Munictpal Ordered, That the Petttton of the Muntctpal Coun- 
Counetl of Three etl of the Town of Three Rivers; the Pettttion 
Rivers; of Theophtlus Rtekaby and others, of the 

Of T. Rtickaby Toun of Three Rivers; the Petttton of G. B. 
and others; Hall and others, of the Town of Peterborough; 
OF iG. CE Rea the Petttton of Andrew Geddes and others, of 
and others; the District of Wellington and Gore; and the 
Of A. Geddes Petition of George Poapst and others, of the 
and others; ninth Concession of Cornwall, be referred to 
OF iG Sroomss the Standing Committee on Standtng Orders. 


and others, 


referred. 
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Petition of H. Mr. Wilson moved, seconded by Mr. Scott, of 
S. Larned. Two Mountatns, and the Questton being put, That the 


Petttton of Henry S. Larned, formerly of Chatham 
tn the Western District, now of the City of Buffalo tn the United States, 
be referred to a Spectal Committee to be named by thts House. 

The House dtvtded:--And tt passed tn the Negattve. 


Report on Pe- Mr, Flint, from the Select Commtttee to whtch 
tition of J. H. was referred the Petitton of John H. Aussem, 
Aussem and Esqutre, and others, of the Provinee of Canada, 
others. presented to the House the Report of the satd 


Committee; whtch was read, as followeth:-- 

Your Committee have examined the Petition of them referred, and find 
that tt ts stgned by about two thousand Petitioners who are destrous 
that persons practtsing the Thomsontan or Botante system of Medicine 
may be authorized to presertbe, and to collect pay for thetr services. 
Your Commtttee, after a due constderatiton, can see no reason why those 
who practise thts system, and hold a regular Diploma from thetr Soctety, 
should not enjoy the same privileges as other members of the Medical 
Professton; and they look upon the restrtcttons whitch now extst, as 
an unnecessary tnterference wtth the rights and ltberttes of those 
who have conftdence tn the Thomsonian mode of treatment: they there- 
fore beg leave to recommend the matter of this Petitton to the constd- 
eratton of Your Honorable House. 


Ordered, That the satd Report be taken tnto constderatton on Monday next. 


Stormont Mr. Jobin, from the Select Commtttee appointed 
Electton. to try the mertts of the Petttton complaining of 

an undue Electton and Return for the County of 
Stormont, reportéd, That the Committee met thts day at half-past ntne 
o'clock, but were unable to proceed to bustness, in consequence of the 
absence of Mr. Bell, Mr. Bouthtlilter, and Mr. Taché, members of the 
Committee. 





Ordered, That Mr. Bell, Mr. Bouthtllter, and Mr. Taché, do severally 
attend in thetr places tn thts House, at the next sitting thereof. 


Ninth Report of The Honorable Mr. Boulton, from the Standing 
Committee on Committee on Standing Orders, presented to the 
Standing Orders. House the Ninth Report of the satd Committee; 


whtch was read, as followeth:-- 

Your Committee have exantned the Petitions of Benjamin Bowerman 
and others, and of George Gurnett, Esquire, and others; and find that 
tn each case the requtsite nottce has been gtven. 

They have also examined the Petttton of W. B. Wrong and others, 
for ineorporation of a Company to improve the Harbour at Port Burwell, 
and the transfer to them of the property appertaining to the satd 
Harbour, and they find that notice has been given in the Canada 
Gazette only; but the fact of a Petttton tn opposttton to the measure 
having been presented to Your Honorable House, Your Committee deem to 
be suffictent proof that the application was publicly known tn the 
Distrtet; they therefore beg leave to recommend that the notice be con- 
stdered sufftctent. 
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With respect to the Pettttons of John Grubb, Esquire, and of Absalom 
Shade and James Cowan, Esqutres, Your Committee find that the requistte 
nottces have not been gtven. 

The Pettttons of Robert E. Burns, Esquire, and others; of William 

Sempson, and Abel R. Ward; of Willtam Stewart and others; of James Platt, 
Esquire, and oth others; and of the Literary and Histortecal Soctety ce = 
Quebec, do not, tn the optnton of Your Commtttee, requtre the publtcatton 
of nottce. 





Report on Pe- Mr, Fournter, from the Select Committee to 
tition of 0. E. whteh was referred the Petttton of 0. E. Casgrain, 
Casgratn_ and Esqutre, and others, of the lower part of the 
others. County of L'Islet, wtth power to report by Btil 


or otherwise, presented to the House the Report 
of the satd Committee; whitch was read, as followeth:-- 

Your Commtttee having taken evidence on the subject of the Petttion 
referred to them, and examined other documents submitted to thetr con- 
stderatton, are unanimously of optnton, that the removal of the Regtstry 
Offtce of the County of L'Islet from the Partsh of St. Thomas to that 
of L'Islet in the said County, ought to be effected for the following 
reasons. -- 

Ist. The Petttton praying for thts change, contatns about fourteen 
hundred stgnatures from the different Partshes of St. Roch, St. Jean 
Port Joi, Bieler, Sc. peated and Cap St. Ignace. 

2nd. When the Regtstry Office was establtshed at St. Thomas, thts 
Partsh was certainly the most central potnt, being on the borders of 
the two Counttes L'Islet and Bellechasse, and thts Regtstry Offtce 
alone serving for both Counttes; but the Legtslature, by a subsequent 


(98) 

Act, dtvtded these two Counttes for the purposes of regtstrattion, so 
that the Registry Office of the County of L'Islet ts qutte at the 
western extremity of the County, whtle the centre ts at the Partsh of 
L'Islet, and the tnhabttants of the eastern extremity of thts County 
are obliged to go a great distance tn order to enregtster thetr Deeds; 
thts, wtthout doubt, causes great tneonventence tn certain cases, and 
espectally when the Deeds require tmmediate enregtstratton, without 
tneluding the expenses and loss of time to whtch the greater part of 
the tnhabttants of the satd County are exposed. 

3rd. On referring to the Census of 1844 for this County, tt ts 
easy to become convinced that the greater extent of land and the greater 
number of the populatton ts contatned tn the three Partshes in the 
lower part of the County. 

4th. The new Partsh of St. Cyrtlle, and the Township of Ashford, 
the former betng oppostte L'Islet, and the latter oppostte St. Roch, 
to the east of the County, have greatly tnereased tn culttvatton and 
tn populatton stnee the Census of 1844,--a Chureh having even stnce 
been butlt at St. Cyrtile. t must be added, that one half of the 
Cap St. Ignace ts interested tn having the Registry Office at L'Islet. 

Your Committee take the ltberty, in support of thetr Report, to 
refer Your Honorable House to the annexed comparative statement of 
the population of the dtfferent Partshes of the County of L'Istlet: 
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Extract from the Census of 1844, for the County of L'Islet. 














Number : Uneultt4 Number 


PARISHES. of Pro- of Bushels 
vrtetors. of Gratn. 
Bes OINR Oe stereo 89371 
Crane Island peele 
SO. PLOPP Cusae 34 sx ) 50673 
Cap. St. Ignace... 00566 
TOtQ ste eek 
'Islet and St 
CUDTCLOs teases ets 


St. Jean Port Jolt 
ee anes oie <a sate 


105964 59299 


Difference tn fav- 
our of the 
three Partsh- 
es tn the 
lower part of 
bie County... 1221 29986 2481 29090 


L'Islet Regtstry Mr. Fournter also presented to the House, a Btll 
Office Btil, to provide for the removal of the Registry Offtce 


of the County of L'Islet from the place where tt ts 
now kept to the Partsh of L'Islet, whtch was recetved and read for the 
first ttme; and ordered to be read a second time, on Monday, the fifth day 
of March next. 


Sutts tn Supertor The Honorable Mr. Attorney General LaFontatne, one 
Court of Queen's of Her Majesty's Executtve Counctl, presented, pursuant 
Bench, District to Addresses to His Excellency the Governor General, -- 
of Montreal. Return to an Address from the Legtslative Assembly to 


Hts Excellency the Governor General, of the 12th in- 
stant, praying Hts Excellency to cause to be latd before thts House, a state- 
ment of the number of Sutts which have been tnstttuted for the last twelve 
months tn the Supertor Court of Queen's Bench for the District of Montreal, 
and the number of Judgments obtained tn such Sutts; also, the nwnber of Suits 
pending, upon which evtdence has been closed, but upon whteh Judgments have 
not been pronounced; also, the number of Suits, whether argued or not argued, 
sttll pending before the satd Court. 


Appendix (R. R.) For the satd Return, see Appendix (R. R&R.) 
Joseph Also, Return to an Address of the Legtsiative 
Donegant. Assembly to His Excellency the Governor General, 


of 12th instant, praying him to dtrect the pro- 
per Officer to lay before this House, any documents that may be tn the 
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possesston of the Provinetal Government connected with the case of 
Mr. Joseph Donegant, of the City of Montreal, on the Bill passed in 
the year 1845, for his reltef, or coptes of Despatches connected 
therewith, that may be tn the possesston of the Government. 


Appendtx (S. S.) For the satd Return, see Appendix (S. S.) 
Mr. Justice Also, Supplementary Return to an Address of 
Bedard. the Legtslative Assembly to Hts Excellency the 


Governor General, dated the 29th January, 1849, 
praying for coptes of any correspondence that may have taken place 
between the Executtve Government and the Honorable Mr. Justice Bedard, 
antertor and relative to hts translation from the Bench of Judges 
at Quebec to that of Montreal, together with coptes of hts Com- 
mtsstons, as well to the former as to the latter; also, coptes of 
any letters or correspondence between the Executive and the Honorable 
Mr. Justtce Aylwin, relative to hts appotntment to the Bench at Quebec 
as sucessor to Mr. Justtce Bedard. 


Appendtx (G. G.) For the satd Supplementary Return, see 
Appendia iG. G. } 


Ordered, That the satd Supplementary Return be printed for the use of 
the Members of thts House. 


J. M. Ferres. Ordered, That the Return to an Address from 

the Legislative Assembly to Hts Excellency 
the Governor General, relating to James Motr Ferres, Esquire, latd 
before thts House, on Friday, the stxteenth instant, be printed for 
the use of the Members of thts House. 


On motton of the Honorable Mr. Boulton, seconded by Mr. Johnson, 








Bill relating __ Ordered, That the engrossed Btll from the Legis- 
to_persons dy- lative Counetl, intttuled, "An Act to make 
ing Intestate. better provision for the proteetton of the pro- 


perty of persons dytng Intestate in that part of 
thts Province formerly called Upper Canada," be now read the ftrst tume. 
And the Btll was read the first time. 


Ordered, That the satd Btll be read a second time, on Thursday next. 


Tolls collected The Honorable Mr. Hinecks, one of Her Majesty's 
on. koad2 “(Uace) Executtve Counctl, presented, pursuant to an 


Address to Hts Excelleney the Governor General, -- 
Return to an Address from the Legtslattve Assembly to Hts Excellency 
the Governor General, dated the 2nd instant, praytng him to be pleased 
to dtrect the proper Offtcer to lay before this House, a Return of all 
Tolls collected upon the several Macadamtzed and Planked Roads tn_Upper 
Canada, for the years 1847 and 1848, respectively, and the expenses 
attending the collectton thereof. 


Appenatet lene For the satd Return, see Appendix (T. T.) 


Ordered, That the satd Return be printed for the use of the Members 
of this House. 
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Quebec Literary Ordered, That Mr. Chabot have leave to bring in a 
and Htstortcal Bill to amend the Charter of the Literary and 
Soctety Bill. Htstortcal Soetety of Quebec. 


He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Monday next. 


Ottawa Works. The Honorable Mr. Price, one of Her Majesty's 

Executive Counctl, presented, pursuant to an Address 
to Hts Excellency the Governor General, dated the 15th tnstant,--List of 
Persons at present employed tn the Crown Timber Office, Bytown, 1849,-- 
and Statement of Expenses of the Commtsstion of Enqutry into the Crown 


(99) 
Timber Office, Bytown, 1845 and 1846. 
Appendtx (U. U.) For the said Return, see Appendix (U. U.) 
Butlding So- Ordered, That Mr. Chauveau have leave to bring in a 
etettes Bill. Btll to encourage the establishment of Butlding 


Soctettes tn the District of Quebec. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the ftrst time; and ordered to be read a second ttme, 
on Thursday next. 


Manufactortes Ordered, That Mr. Brooks have leave to bring in a 
BULL. Bill to enable the British Amertcan Land Company 


to promote and establish Manufactortes tn the 
Eastern Townshtps of Canada. 
He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Monday, the twelfth day of March next. 


Quebec Forward- Ordered, That Mr. Méthot have leave to bring tn a 
tng Company Brill. Btll to tneorporate certatn persons under the name 


of the Quebec Forwarding Company. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Thursday next. 


Provident As- Ordered, That Mr. Notman have leave to bring in a 
soctattons Brill. Bill for tneorporating certatn Charttable, Phti- 


anthropie, and Provident Assoctattons, and for 
the effectual protection from fraud and mtsappropritatton of the Funds of the 
same. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a second time, 
on Thursday next. 


On motton of Mr. Gutllet, seconded by Mr. Polette, 


Jesutts Estates. Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to Hts 

Excellency the Governor General, praying Hts Excel- 
leney to please to cause the proper Officer to lay before this House, coptes of 
all accounts, recetpts and expenditure, which may have been rendered by Louts 
Eléonore Dubord, Esquire, of his administration of the Jesutts' Estates in the 
District of Three Rivers, whtle Agent thereof. 
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Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the 
Executtve Counetl of thts Province. 


On motion of Mr. Chabot, seconded by Mr. Lemteux, 


Poltee Office, Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
Quebec. Hts Excellency the Governor General, praying 


him to cause to be latd before this House, 
coptes of all representations, complaints, memortals or pettttons, on 
the part of W. K. M'Cord, Esquire, Superintendent of Police at the City 
of Quebee relative to the keeping of the Police Office at Quebec stnce 
the satd W. K. M'Cord has been Superintendent of Poltce; also, coptes of 
all complaints or representations by the said W. K. M'Cord, touching 
the asstdutty or want of asstdutty of the Justices of the Peace at the 
weekly stttings of the satd Magistrates, and coptes of all communtcattons 
between the satd W. K. M'Cord and the Executive Government, and the 
Clerks of the Peace or Justices of the Peace, respectively, relative to 
the matters aforesatd,--and a copy of the tnvesttgatton made by order 
of the Executtve Government last year, tn consequence of the satd 
complaints; and coptes of all documents relattve to the matters afore- 
satd. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable 
the Executive Counetl of this Province. 


Clerks of the Resolved, That a Select Commtttee composed of Mr. 
Peace Office, Chabot, Mr. Chauveau, Mr. Chrtstte, Mr. Lemteux, 
Quebec. and Mr. Chauchon, be appotnted to enqutre 


into the manner tn whtch the Office of the 
Clerks of the Peace at Quebec has been and ts kept, and tnto the manner 
tn whtech the regtsters, documents, and records of the satd Offtce are 
kept; and whether there are or are not any abuses or defects tn the 
keeptng of the satd Office, and of the satd Regtsters, docwnents and 
records, and the means of remedytng such abuses and defects, to report 
thereon wtth all conventent speed; wtth power to send for persons, papers 
or records. 


On motton of Mr. Chabot, seconded by Mr. Lemteux, 


Clerks of the Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
Peace, Quebec. Hts Excellency the Governor General, praying 


htm to cause to be latd before thts House, a 
Statement of the fees, tncome and salary of the Clerks of the Peace 
at Quebec for the years 1844, 1845, 1846, 1847 and 1848, and also of 
the number of Causes or Prosecuttons brought before the Superintendent 
of Poltce, and before the Magistrates of the Distrtct, and the amount 
of fees of the satd Clerks of the Peace upon each Prosecutton or action; 
the number of Prosecuttons for assault, battery, or breach of the peace; 
the number of Batl-bonds given and furntshed, and the fees of the satd 
Clerks on each; the number of Indtetments latd before the Grand Jurors 
at the Quarter Sesstons of the Peace, and the nature of each Indictment, 
and the fees of the satd Clerks thereon; and the number of Warrants 
for apprehenston and imprtsonment, and the fees of the satd Clerks thereon. 
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Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excellency the Gov- 
ernor General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable 
the Executive Counctl of thts Provtnee. 


On motton of Mr. Lemteux, seconced by Mr. Chabot, 


Prothonotartes - Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
of the Queen's Hts Excellency the Governor General, praying 
Bench, Dtstrict that Hts Excellency wtll be pleased to cause 
of Quebec. the proper offtcer to lay before thts House, 


a elear and detatled Statement of the fees 
and emoluments recetved by the Prothonotartes of the Court of Queen's 
Beneh for the District of Quebec, in the years 1846, 1847, and 1848, 
tndteating separately the source from which the satd fees and emolu- 
ments are dertved during each year, together wtth the detatled dis- 
bursements and expenses of thetr office for each year, tndicating 
separately why those expenses have been tneurred, the number of Clerks 
employed in the satd offtee, and thetr respective ages and annual sala- 
rtes, and the net profits remaining to the Prothonotartes in each year; 
and, further, a Statement of the montes rematning tn thetr hands and 
possesston, whether as legal depostts, or as montes remaining depostted 
with them in cases of rattftcatton, and actually tn thetr hands and 
possesston, since 1840 tnelustvely, shewing in what Causes the satd 
montes were depostted, when they were depostted, and the time at whtch 
they became payable. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excellency the 
Governor General, by such Members of thts House as are of the 
Honorable the Executive Counctl of thts Provtnee. 


(100) 
On motton of Mr. Chrtstte, seconded by Mr. Seymour, 
Haltfax and Resolved, That an humble Address be presented 
Quebec Ratlway. to Hts Excellency the Governor General, pray- 


tng htm to cause to be latd before thts House, 
such of the Maps as may be tn the possesston of the Executive Government 
desertbing the proposed line of Ratlway between Halifax and Quebec, as 
recommended in a Report made by Brevet Major Wtilitan Robinson of the 
Corps of Royal Engtneers, and whitch Report ts contained tn a Despatch 
of Her Majesty's Secretary of State of the Colontes, transmitted to 
thts House, by Message from Hts Eucellency the Governor General, on 
the 30th January last. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the 
Executive Counetl of thts Provtnee. 


St. Antotne de Ordered, That Mr. Fournter have leave to bring 
L'Iste aux Grues tn a Btll to detaeh the Parish of St. Antoine 
Mintetpaltty Bll. de L'Islet aux Grues from the Munictpality 





of L'istet, and to erect the same into a 
separate Muntetpaltty. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same 
was recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a 
second ttme, on Monday, the ftfth day of March next. 
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On motton of Mr. Flint, seconded by Mr. Dickson, 


Clergy Reserves. Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
Hts Excellency the Governor General, praytng 
he wtll be pleased to cause to be laid before thts House, by the proper 
offteer, coptes of all correspondence relative to the placing an advance 
of twenty-five per cent, by the Government, on the appratsed value of 
the Clergy Reserves in that part of thts Province formerly Upper Canada. 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excellency the Gov- 
ernor General, by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable 
the Executtve Counetl of thts Province. 


Guelph and The Honorable Mr. Attorney General Baldwin, 
Arthur Road. presented, pursuant to the dtrecttons of the Act 


10 &@ 11 Vite. ec. 91,--Statement of the Affairs of 
the Guelph and Arthur Road Company, for the year 1848. 


Appendix (V. V.) For the satd Statement, see Appendtx (V. V.) 
Rebellton Losses. The Order of the day for the House tn Commtt- 


tee to take tnto constderatton the necesstty of 
establtshing the amount of Losses tneurred by certatn tnhabttants tn 
Lower Canada during the Poltttcal Troubles of 1837 and 1838, and of 
providing for the payment thereof, being read; 
The House accordingly resolved ttself tnto the satd Committee. 
Mr. Smith, of Frontenac, took the Chatr of the Committee;8 


COL. GUGY, who had the floor when the Committee rose on a former 
evening, rose and continued his speech. He begged leave to call the 
attention of the House, to what the members opposite had assigned as 
the basis of the present proceeding; he contended that the commission 
issued by the late ministry, was not a proceeding which at all bound the 
house, they changed, repealed, mended, altered laws passed by both 
branches of the legislature, and assented to by Her Majesty, and yet 
they did not find that they partook of the character ascribed to the 
laws of the Medes and Persians, and therefore there was nothing of the 
former proceedings binding upon the house or which it could not alter 
at its pleasure, and even admitting that the former proceedings served 
for a basis, it could not be pretended, that they included all the class 
of cases intended to be embraced by the present resolutions, therefore, 
so far as the present Parliament was concerned, there was no precedent 
for their proceedings. The hon. Attorney-General East, had many grounds 
for his proceeding by the present measure--he might be desirous of re- 
warding his associates--he might also be desirous of enjoying the luxury 
of revenge. Besides having objections to the payment of some classes 
of claims, he (Mr. G.) had objections to the manner in which they were 
to be paid; because, by proposing to pay them at a very distant date, 
they were burdening their successors with them; and there was another 
objection which he had, which was the payment of them by debentures. 
They had seen that the debentures issued to the sufferers by the fires 
at Quebec were at a discount of twenty-five per cent. 


MR. CHAUVEAU.--Fifteen to twenty per cent.10 


COL. GUGY.--Well, say fifteen per cent discount. These debentures 
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were redeemable in twelve years, and if at present a person only got 
£75 or £80 for £100 worth of debentures, redeemable in twelve years, 
they would get far less for debentures only redeemable in twenty 

years, and therefore, instead of persons receiving compensation in 

full for their losses, they would only be receiving something like 
fifteen shillings in the pound, although the Province would afterwards 
have to pay the full amount. An hon. member had said that they could not 
make a distinction between those who were loyal and those who were en- 
gaged in the rebellion, and therefore they must pay them all; but he 
(Mr. G.) would show that this argument was a fallacious one. By appoint- 
ing a commission consisting of disinterested and intelligent men, they 
could easily get a distinction made between the different classes, but 
he supposed a commission would be appointed which would act in accord- 
ance with the views entertained by the hon. members opposite, and which 
would not draw any distinction between one class of persons and another. 
He had asked what kind of claims they intended to pay, and he could not 
get any answer, so he must infer that his suspicions were true, that it 
was intended to pay all losses. Against such a measure he must enter 
his solemn protest. The hon. member then proceeded to comment on 

some observations made by the Attorney-General East, in the course of 
his speech, relative to him, (Mr. G.) and to the Town he represented, 
and to defend himself against the imputations made against him, as to 
his having changed his opinions. He would observe, in answer to a 
remark of the hon. member for Two Mountains, that much which had been 
said about property being destroyed was idle rumour. The remark was 
not accurate, the hon. member had not been present, and he, (Col. G.) 
had been. If you compensate for the burning of the church at St. 
Eustache, you must compensate for the damage done every garrisoned 

town in the country, for it was garrisoned, and stoutly defended. 

The inhabitants of that village knew that it was so--if they had been 
honest and true loyal men they might have expelled those men who had 
taken possession of it,--(Hear, hear)--if the priests with their robes 
on had stood at the door, and told them that they must not enter, they 
would not have dared to have done so. The burning of the Church at 
St.Benoit had been under somewhat different circumstances.--Another 
kind of losses were those sustained by men in trade. Those who were 
embarrassed, their creditors had been the losers in this case. tl 


DR. NELSON asked how the hon. gentleman came to know his private 
affairs. He begged to state that the remark was untrue, and that he 
was not embarrassed.14 


COL. GUGY felt himself in the position of the British lion,--but 
he did not allude in that case to the hon. member for Richelieu, but to 
the hon. member for Two Mountains. However, he believed that the hon. 
member had compounded with his creditors.13 


DR. NELSON said that he had never been embarrassed.14 


COL. GUGY ((continued:)) He would next come to the hon. member for 
the city of Montreal, the most loyal of the loyal, who had said that he 
would walk knee deep in French blood. 1} 


MR. HOLMES could not recollect anything of itt 
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COL. GUGY.--Aye, a short memory is sometimes a very convenient thing. 
It is well known that at that period few went farther than the hon. member; 
but he says that he did not know the causes then. He (Col. G.) took it 
to be an imputation on the gentleman's honor to take so prominent and 
important a part as he took, without understanding the subject. If he 
did nothing of that sort then, what guarantee had they for his conduct 
now. A man who could go the length he did, and tells you he did it 
without knowing what he did, can only be a slight acquisition to the 
cause he now supports. The hon. member tells us that he has searched 
into the case since, and finds out that the French Canadians had been 
in the right, and the British had been tyrants. In that case he should 
not disclaim against the hon. member for St. Maurice, for he certainly 
must have been in the right.17 


MR. HOLMES would feel obliged if the hon. member would tell him what 
he was talking about .18 


COL. GUGY would like to speak with all the good nature with which 
he was brought into the world. If the hon. member could not understand 
then, it was scarcely to be expected that he could now. The hon. gentle- 
man then rode about town with a flaming sword in his hand, and was in 
short a prodigy of bravery, and had no notion of what he was about. 
Now he comes to the conclusion that the French were in the right to 
resist. Did the hon. member understand him then, and if so he might 
be permitted to remark that if that were true, the hon. member for 
St. Maurice was in the right; he thought the hon. member for Montreal 
should be transferred to that hon. member as his pupil. He begged the 
hon. member to understand, that he had not called him apostate nor 
renegade; but he could inform him that the Conservative party had 
suffered much from the individuals who had been over enthusiastic. 
Since the hon. gentleman had become so conscious, how was it that he 
had consented to represent the City of Montreal, when the suburbs 
had been cut off--who should be the out and out supporter of that act 
of tyranny, but the hon. member opposite. The hon. member might permit 
him to say that there were some men in all countries, who always support- 
ed bad causes--he now supported an even worse cause than then. He would 
ask the hon. member for Bytown his authority for saying that the meeting 
of Saturday night was a mob? What was there that was so very aristo- 
cratic in the hon. gentleman himself. It might be that he represented 
an aristrocratic constituency, but there was nothing about himself that 
could give him the shadow of a claim to call the citizens of Montreal 
a mob. That meeting was a most respectable meeting, excited with a 
sense of insult and wrong. Government in former days, had owed the 
citizens of Montreal much, and should not insult them now. He would 
ask the hon. gentleman one question, private and confidential, like 
the Draper and Lafontaine correspondence--(laughter)-- he would ask if 
the hon. member were a member of the Temperance Society, for sometimes 
gentlemen get into that happy estate when they can't see a hole through 
a ladder. Some great geniuses, such as Napoleon or Marlborough, were 
able to tell exactly the number of any body of men; in like manner the 
member for Bytown might tell the exact number. The hon. member might 
be rolling in wealth, but he should not come here and tell the inhabitants 
of Montreal that they were a mob of boys and mechanics. They were some- 
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times very much indebted to mechanics. He (Col. G.) had been peas 


MR. J. SCOTT (Bytown) did not speak of mechanics. He said that the 
meeting assembled was a mob, and repeated it. He could show data for 
it; he did not speak at random, like the hon. member for Sherbrooke 
often did.20 


COL. GUGY had understood him to call it a mob, and a disorderly 
one. He (Col. G.) could bring him 20 members of that House, and 3000 
gentlemen out of doors, to prove to him that it was not such. But the 
hon. gentleman had promised to bring data; he would wait till he had 
brought it before remarking further upon it, and as the House was in 
Committee, he should have the opportunity to speak again.-- In the 
position in which he (Col. G.) was to the inhabitants of Montreal, he 
felt bound to take that matter up. He proceeded to remark on the hon. 
member for Richelieu, asserting that there had been no warrant for his 
arrest.21 


DR. NELSON said that there had been no Nae 


COL. GUGY would call upon the member for Port Neuf to say if there 
had not been one.--(The hon. member was not in the house.) Why did the 
hon. member fortify his house if he expected nothing? The government 
were not going to reward men who did right, but because they resisted 
the laws of the country. Gentlemen opposite were assuming a fearful 
responsibility. He would turn to the remarks of the hon. Solicitor 
General for C. W. because he had furnished much matter for reflection, 
and were of a character to which he attached importance. He did not 
think that some of them were best calculated for attaining the end he 
said he would discuss. His manner was like that of the Chinese, who 
made pictures of hobgoblins, and other monstrous things, to frighten 
their adversaries with. 

He talked so loud, he looked so grin, 
His shadow seemed to follow hin. 

He has quoted Shakespeare for them. One of Shakespeare's characters 
"roared as guilty as a sucking dove," and the hon. gentleman reminded 
him of being something like it. He had a good deal of theatrical ex- 
hibition, but not much theatrical unity. He had told us there are 
different kinds of loyalty, and one kind spurious. He had called 
Canadian loyalty spurious, which he (Col. G.) did not consider very 
complimentary to him. He had made also allusions to Pontius Pilot, 
and quoted the phrase, that "if thou lettest this man go, thou art not 
Caesar's friend." They all knew to what extent this led to in the 
Christian world. The cry was on the part of the mob, and not of the 
loyal kind in that place, but citing it at all he should do it rightly. 
The hon. gentleman had spoken of spurious loyalty, he (Col. G.) might 
have heard a novelist use such a term, but never the language in a 
Legislative Assembly. There could not be such a thing, unless the 
Sovereign should be a traitor to his people, as was James II. The hon. 
gentleman had made some remarks which appeared to him to be unfair. 

In speaking of the Bishop of Toronto he had said that he (the Bishop) 
had more brains than any of his party, and had mixed up politics with 
his religion. If he, the hon. member, had mixed up a little more 
religion with his politics he would have done better, and not have 
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permitted himself to make such a remark as that.--Whatever might be said 
of the Bishop of Toronto, he was prepared to show that he was a great 
and good man, and old enough to be the grandfather of the hon. member. 
The Bishop of Toronto had spent a long life in the dissemination of 
learning. Justice Macaulay, and other eminent men had been his class- 
mates under the Bishop, and he owed all the knowledge that he possessed 
to him. If any man had a right to use his influence over the country 
it was the Bishop of Toronto. Because a man is a Priest he is to re- 
strain his opinion. He could not let remarks of that kind pass without 
recording his protest against them. He had levelled some remarks 
against the Chief Justice of Upper Canada; he (Col. G.) said that he 
knew no man who was so great a miracle as he. He had been a soldier in 
his youth, and the first to take up arms at that eventful period, and he 
believed that no man ever impeached his character. He had exercised 
that kind of influence which genius exerts, and which was a somewhat 
similar one to that which the Attornies General exercise over gentle- 
men on that side of the house, the hon. member for St. Maurice an 
exception.--23 


The hon. Mr. Watts and Davignon said, not them. 24 


COL. GUGY. He would say a few words about the Family Compact, of which 
so much had been said and which was such a fruitful subject.--He had no 
idea of associating himself with it; he never had anything to do with 
it, and he would be uninfluenced. They were men who had sacrificed 
principle for the sake of the British Crown. Their sons had been born 
on the soil which had been fattened by the sweat of their fathers, and 
should they not have some influence in the land. He would put it to 
the honorable gentlemen opposite, if they were not capable of filling 
the situations they hold. They had envied, and those who had envied 
them, had themselves done the same things that they had. It was not 
unnatural that colonists who had been born in the land should aspire 
to the honors of office. Under Lord Durham, they had seen brought 
out from England ignorant men, and of mean birth laying claim to 
aristocratic, and still more vulgar and coarser women laying claim 
to the same. Lord Durham himself was a most disagreeable man, haughty, 
overbearing, and always wanted to display his superiority over other 
gentlemen with whom he should be in company. He placed the fortunes 
of Canada in the hands of a felon, and made Canadian maidens and matrons 
give place to a woman, he would not before the audience, describe. The 
hon. gentleman proceeded to read passages from Lord Durham's Report, 
to the effect that the Canadians were a people without principles and 
history. Yet, oh grief, oh shame! the Sol. General West and the Govern- 
ment cite that Report as their rule of conduct, and govern by a French 
majority. Lord Durham came out here the apostle of loyalty and forgot 
his mission. If there be a leaning now towards democracy and the 
seductions of republic America in this country, we owe it to such men 
as Lord Durham. Every thing in this country was monarchial when he came-- 
the Canadians were plus loyal que le roi. Men and women of the ab- 
surd character Lord Durham petted and kept in house for years. If 
hon. gentlemen opposite wish to be Reformers they should reform them- 
selves.--The hon. gentleman proceeded to comment on the appointment of 
Major Campbell, and the principle of giving all the offices in the country 
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to strangers. He asked what was to become of the youth of the country 
and said that that principle could not fail to sap the best interests 
of the country, as it had done in the British Colonies which were not 
the United States. He might compliment the hon. member for St. Maurice 
for having read Lord Durham's Report, and he (Col. G.) was certain that 
he did not agree with it. The hon. member for St. Maurice said that he 
would not recompense the loyalists who had suffered. He could tell the 
hon. gentleman that he was not claiming compensation for them, but that 
he was opposing the claims of the others. The hon. member had spoken 
of jewellery having been stolen from some houses; he would ask the hon. 
gentleman to point out those who committed such acts, that they might 
be held up to the last of public opinion. The hon. gentleman had 

said that a French mob was more humane than the English aristocracy. 
If it was true, he could not see any analogy, or what it had to do 
with our paying the rebels.25 


MR. PAPINEAU said that he had made allusion to the conduct of a 
Paris mob, which had abolished capital punishment for political offences, 
as a lesson to those British ministers, who seek the lives of the Smith 
and Meagher. He did not say that he opposed the losses of the loyalists, 
but all losses arising from those troubles should be paid. He should 
have waited to make those remarks, but that he had been desirous to make 
them now. 26 


COL. GUGY.--The remarks of the hon. gentleman were always so well 
bred, that he listened to them with pleasure, He had feelings of friend- 
ship for both the hon. member for Richelieu and St. Maurice, notwith- 
standing debates which might arise from different questions. He pro- 
ceeded to make some remarks on Lord Durham, and regretted that his 
remarks extended so long, but was glad that they had given the Attorney- 
General West a chance to get a comfortable nap. He would observe that 
they were perfectly sincere, and not such a kind, as to be likely to 
gain him any interest. 


MR. J. SCOTT (Bytown) said that the hon. gentleman who had just 
sat down had made use of such Sana eA remarks on his constituents as 
to call upon him not to let them pass. 8 


COL. GUGY said that he never could have spoken slightingly of the hon. 
members constituents. 29 


MR. J. SCOTT (Bytown) rose to prove the truth of a statement he had 
made on a previous evening, to the effect that the late meeting was not 
a large one. The constituency that he represented contained a large 
and wealthy population, in comparison with the miserable hamlet that he 
(Col. G.) represented. He had called the monster megiine a mob, and now 
for the data which he said he was prepared to bring. The hon. member 
showed that the whole population of Montreal was only about 48,000 
persons, 32 in England, males were computed to be 1 in 5-- in the United 
States, in 73--in Canada, l in 1033 and of those only one in seven, or 
7143 were males over twenty-one years of age. 34 He asked the hon. gentleman 
if he thought the half of the male population would turn out except for 
a great fire or a rebellion.35 It was quite impossible, therefore, that 
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there could have been more than 1500 present at the meeting, and he had 
himself been present, and could assert that such was the case~%. He 
had been informed that that market hall would only hold 4000, he had 
walked up and down through the thickest part of the crowd, and it was 
not half full. A great deal had been said about its respectability.3/ 
It was only necessary to point to their conduct on leaving the hall, 

in riotously promenading about the streets, and burning the Prime 
Minister in effigy on one of the most public places in the city. The 
expressed determination of the leaders at the meeting was to resist 

the constituted authorities, and rise in rebellion against the Govern- 
ment, unless this House thought proper to agree with their enlightened 
views and notions. 2 (Hear, hear, and laughter.) The hon. member for 
Sherbrooke had spoken a great deal about morality, and, in quoting from 
Shakespeare, he should have quoted that which was said "Honor father and 
thy mother.'"39 


MR. H. BOULTON said the Resolutions which had occupied so much of 
the time of the Committee, formed a subject of so much importance that 
the discussion of them ought to be approached with far different feel- 
ings than those which had characterized the discussion so far as it had 
gone. It had been treated in every way but on the real merits of the 
question. It had been stated that the object of the Resolutions was to 
pay the losses sustained by the rebels of Lower Canada; but he held 
that there was no such object in them. The real object was to pay the 
losses sustained during the rebellion. All those who had sustained 
losses were not rebels; and the question was, whether or not it was 
right to pay for the losses sustained during the rebellion. All those 
who had sustained losses were not rebels; and the question was, whether 
or not it was right to pay for the losses sustained during these events. 
A great deal had been said as to the cause of the rebellion, and some 
even went the length of saying that it was got up for the purpose of 
annexing Canada to the United States. To this charge, he answered, 

No, such was not the object of the rebellion, for it was looked upon 

by the French Canadians as a pis aller40. It was not the French Canadians 
who broached the doctrine of constitutional liberty. It was men of 
British origin who first taught the French people their rights as British 
subjects. Yes, they were men of his own country who schooled these 
people in the laws of the British Constitution, and who taught them 

to look upon their Parliament as a strong and sturdy giant to maintain 
their cause; and when it was sought to cripple this giant and put him 
in shackles, they determined to make a stand against such an encroach- 
ment.41 What was the character of the government now? It had been 
derisively called a democracy by those who ought to glory in it.42 He 
would like to know what Englishman would attempt to deprive him of his 
rights; and there was nothing in the British Constitution that could be 
exercised against him here different to what it would be in his own 
country.--There was one man who still lived in the hearts of the French 
Canadians with the highest feelings of respect; he referred to the hon. 
Sir James Stuart, Bart., and he might also mention that gallant gentle- 
man's worthy brother, who was also held in the highest esteem of the 
people. There were the men who first brought the French Canadians the 
great principles they had long struggled for, and which they now highly 
prized.--(Hear,) These men had long fought for what they had gained. 
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It was not till after the battles had been commenced in the halls of 

the Legislature that the French Canadians had taken part in the great 
struggle, and had shared in the fight. It was in Upper Canada that the 
voice of the Legislature was first stifled. He had known the Governor 
when a measure was introduced which he disliked, come down and call 

the Legislature (sic) Council together, not in his robes of office, but 
in his frock coat without firing a gun to announce his visit, and tell 
the Council that he would put an end to the measure which was obnoxious 
to him. He would not uphold the rebellion, for he did not consider that 
it was right, although he conceived it might be engaged in politically, 
and when political views were discussed and opposed, it might thus lead 
to open defiance of law, and it was thus that parties were often brought 
into collision. He did not wish to call up ill-feelings, and he trusted 
his remarks would not lead to it. The matter at present in hand was 
whether or not they would pay for the losses sustained during the re- 
bellion. There was not one word in the resolutions with respect to 
paying the losses of those who were rebels, and he intended himself to 
move an amendment, (hear, hear) and which he believed would be seconded 
by his hon. friend near him, (Dr. Nelson) who although he had stoood 
(sic) up in defence of his rights, yet should not be regarded as a rebel 
against his Queen and country. It had been frequently said by gentlemen 
on the other side, that two wrongs did not make a right; yet they had 
themselves, on more than one occasion, acted on that principle. Who 

was it who, up to the present time, had brought forward this question 

of losses? First of all, in the Upper Province, after the rebellion, 

it was proposed to pay the loyal losses; there was then a great deal 

of heat and animosity, which some persons, for political and party 
purposes, were endeavouring to revive at present. A law was passed to 
pay all losses caused by the rebels; afterwards another law was intro- 
duced to provide funds; and then the Act of Parliament itself was 
altered in its language to afford payment to any person who had sus- 
tained losses during the rebellion. That amendment was introduced by 
the Government of the day; and he (Mr. Boulton) knew, of his own per- 
sonal knowledge, that property was paid for under that law, which was 
taken away from parties suspected at the time. The next point in the 
history of this case was, that an address was presented to the Crown 

in 1843, for the purpose of paying the losses in Lower Canada--losses 

to a very large extent having been paid to the loyal people of Lower 
Canada somewhere to the amount of £10,000. The Commission under which 
these losses were paid was issued by Sir John Colborne, and only the 
losses sustained by loyal men were to be paid. In 1845, an address was 
presented, to inquire further into losses in Lower Canada; and in 1846 

a commission was issued, upon which he would say a few words. This 
Commission was issued in 1845, for the express purpose of enquiring 

into the losses of the "loyal" inhabitants, and instructions were 

given to the Commissioners, carefully to classify and separate the claims 
of those who had taken part in the rebellion from the other claims. 

Now, he would ask, what was the meaning of classifying claims which 

they never intended to pay? Did the parties who got up this scheme 
intend to make a public expose of those parties by inducing them to come 
forward and propose their claims for adjustments, who there was not the 
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slightest intention of paying them? Was it fair, or just, or honest, 
or was it calculated to gain any good end? The only good end it could 
answer, in his opinion, was what, in those days, used to be called, an 
"artful dodge,'' to induce some unfortunate person who estimated money 
more than anything else, to give his support to the Government that 
appointed the Commission. He had heard an answer, but it was not sat- 
isfactory to him. What was the reason of all this particularity, of 
all this classification, if they never intended to pay one sixpence 

to those parties? It was a monstrous proposition: It would not have 
been near so disgraceful, in his opinion, if they stood up in their 
places, and said, they did not intend to pay those claims at once, than 
to give such instructions as those. The Commissioners did not quite 
understand that doctrine, and asked what powers they were empowered 
with. Now, the answer was, that in making their classification it was 
not the intention of His Excellency the Governor General that they should 
be guided by any other evidence than that furnished by the sentences 
of the courts of law. That was exactly the classification that he 
intended to vote for, for that was an equitable and just classification. 
It was not an artful dodge! The subsequent instructions sent to the 
Commissioners, inform them that they must be satisfied with such 
general evidence as the claimants could furnish--not respecting their 
loyalty, it must be remembered, for that question was to be decided 

by the evidence obtained from the sentences of the law courts--but 
merely as to the amount of the property destroyed. And the then 
Secretary, Mr. Daly, further informed the Commissioners it was not 
expected that they should travel round the country for the purpose of 
obtaining information. But hon. gentlemen opposite said that none but 
the loyalist claims should be paid. Well, who were the loyalists-- 
(Hear)--he would ask hon. gentlemen? He wished he could ask a British 
House of Commons--he meant a House of Commons on the other side of the 
water--where they were accustomed to look on matters with enlarged 
views, not with the jaundiced eye of party. In those instructions 
every man must be judged as loyal until it can be proved that he was 
otherwise, and what other course could be taken? What, for instance, 
would the hon. knight opposite think if people were to charge him with 
an offence, and he was to be convicted on that charge, and visited with 
condign punishment, without allowing him an opportunity of defending 
himself? What would he think if he were called "rebel" without good 
foundation? Would it not be hard if he were condemned unheard, and 
without undergoing trial by a competent Court? But would any man 

say that if a man were attacked in his own house, he had not a right 
to defend himself? His hon. friend for Richelieu had been accused of 
barricading his door, as if that constituted an act of rebellion;43 
and he would not like to present himself at the door of the hon. 

and gallant Knight's house, at Dundurn, for the purpose of forcibly 
entering it, if he (Sir Allan) should be there with a pistol in his 
hand, for he should expect to be shot.44 Nor did he think if he shot 
the stranger that he would be accused of murder; because you were 

not to conclude that a man had committed murder because he shot another, 
unless they would do as they do in the United States to the negroes, 
chain him to a tree and set fire to it, and then try him after he is 
roasted. Had not the three estates of the country passed an act of 
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oblivion for everything that had taken place Heretofore?” 


A voice, yes, but we don't require to pay. 46 


MR. H. BOULTON.--They did not require to pay--that was a sword which 
cut both ways--they did require to pay just losses. / The late Ministry 
had said, and the present Ministry said now, that all just losses should 
be paid. Now he asked any one not imbued with the most bitter hatred 
against these people, how you can ascertain whether they were rebels 
or not? Members on the other side declared they would not pronounce 
a man a rebel without trial. How then could they bring them to trial 
after the act of oblivion?--how ascertain whether any man was a rebel 
or not? He was satisfied with the Commission issued by the late Ministry, 
if, in fact, it had been a Commission, instead of being without a seal, 
and he desired nothing else but that. Now suppose Jean Baptiste48 
Huot, or somebody else, 49 demanded from the Commission the price of 
two houses which he had lost in these troubles, some one might, perhaps, 
come up and declare that this man was a rebel; but how was this to be 
ascertained, unless it were by a few gentlemen who might be constituted 
a Star Chamber Commission, to decide on the affidavits of some persons 
who might come forward and declare that he (sic) saw him carry arms. 

If the hon. and gallant Knight, himself, had been at the head of the 
Commission, he would have been bound to pay him.2l He was arguing like 
a lawyer he knew; but let him tell the House that lawyers were those 
who had in England always stood up most faithfully for the liberties 

of the people. The best safeguard for liberty was a rigid adherence to 
the laws of the land. For his part, he did not believe that any thing 
he could say, or any thing the angel Gabriel could say, would in the 
slightest degree alter the opinions or sentiments of the hon. gentlemen 
opposite; he did not believe any thing under heaven would alter their 
opinion, except the simple fact of their being transferred from their 
side of the House to his (Mr. Boulton's) and then he had no doubt they 
would cheerfully pay all these losses. (Cheers.) If this Commission 
be issued, the only proper, legal, constitutional way of ascertaining 
who were entitled to be paid, was to adopt the course which he had had 
the honour of suggesting, and that was to define, in the terms of the 
instructions given to the Commission appointed by the late Government, 
who were the persons entitled to be paid. He proposed to pay the losses 
of all those who had not been convicted of high treason, or banished 

to Bermuda. (Hear, hear.) There were records of all these cases in 
the archives of the Government. It was easy to get the names of all 
these persons; they were well known; and when it was once known they 
were all to be excluded, not one of them would make any claims, and there 
would therefore be no inquiry needed, except into the cases of parties 
who had sustained losses. But what kind of losses were to be paid? 

He had brought forward his amendment, because he thought it desirable 
to define those who were to be paid more definitely than was done in 
the resolutions of his hon. friend, although he believed the result 
would have been the same without any such definition, but he wished to 
make it so clear that those who ran might read. He thought the course 
pursued by the Opposition on this question was very discreditable. He 
held in his hand a number of the Brantford Courier which had been sent 
him, which contained an immense mass of the names of persons who had 
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sent in their claims under this very Commission issued by the late 
Government, of the most preposterous and absurd kind. One person he 
believed, made a claim of £1,500 for time, trouble and exertion in 
being sent to Van Dieman's Land. They did not, however, propose to 
pay such claims as those. He did not care what was said at the meeting 
on Saturday; the meeting was just like any other meeting of the same 
kind, got up, no doubt, for party purposes by the gentlemen opposite, 
and if it could be made to attain the object they had in view, it would 
bring them back into the Government, when, he had no doubt, they would 
pay all these losses. Now, his (Mr. Boulton's) amendment was, that 
previous to the words "destruction of the dwelling-houses," &c., the 
words "unjust, unwarrantable, and unnecessary,'' should be inserted. 
(Hear, hear.) It would be said, doubtless, that if there were any 
cases of that kind, why did not the injured parties appeal to the law? 
He would answer the question. It was because the law here, as in the 
part of the country from where he came, was iniquitously altered so 
as to prevent any body prosecuting for injury done during the rebellion. 
He (Mr. Boulton) had the good fortune to wring from a Jury--unwilling 
to give a verdict in his favour--a verdict of £140 for guns taken from 
a person suspected of being a rebel, but the verdict was set aside by 
the court, because by the suspension of the constitution, murder, rob- 
bery and arson were permitted. He did not think it was any excuse be- 
cause a man had been taken in arms a month or six weeks before to go 
and burn down and destroy the house inhabited by his wife and children, 
that was not a course of proceeding to be tolerated in a British empire, 
even in Ireland the troops were not permitted to pillage and plunder 
indiscriminately.--It might be said that the property of a person commit- 
ting treason was, by the Act of Treason, forfeited to the Crown; and, 
therefore, instead of burning the property of the rebels, they were 
burning the property of the Crown which might be taken to pay the losses 
incurred by those who were loyal. But instead of that, how had they 
acted? What had been the conduct of General Gore, the Commandant in 
this District? He had no personal acquaintance with that gentleman, 
and he should be sorry to say anything unpleasant or offensive; but he 
derived his information from the evidence taken before the Commission 
issued by Sir John Colborne. He found from this evidence, that on 
the 25th November, this General Gore went to St. Denis, and there the 
hon. member for Richelieu got the better of him. (Hear, hear.) He 
did not applaud it--he did not even approve of it; but he did not any 
more approve of Gen. Gore's conduct afterwards, when, on the 2d of 
December, he returned there, and, perhaps, out of revenge for the 
flogging he had received, set fire to the houses of the peaceable in- 
habitants. (Cheers.) 22 

SIR A. MACNAB rose to pedecwan 

MR. H. BOULTON said the Chairman had no power to decide a question 
of order. 24 


SIR A. MACNAB would then move that the Committee should niseace 


The CHAIRMAN (MR. H. SMITH of Frontenac) said that if the motion 
was persisted in, he was bound to leave the Chair. 


SIR A. MACNAB merely wished to say that he hoped the hon. member, 
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when he charged Gen. Gore with?/ having maliciously and wantonly des- 
troyed and burned property, and turning women and children out to perish, 
had some authority for making the charge.58 He must recollect that 

Gen. Gore was still in Montreal, and this was a grave and serious ac- 
cusation to make against a high military man. 


MR. H. BOULTON was not to be intimidated in the performance of his 
duty. He cared not how high the military man might be, even though 
he were the Duke of Wellington himself;®9 ((nor)) whether General Gore 
was in Montreal or not®l. He spoke of facts recorded in the archives 
of the Government, and which he could bring plenty of proof to support. 
Not only had property been wantonly and cruelly destroyed, but loyalists 
had actually been paid for property burnt down by accident, supposing 
it to be the property of rebels. Now, he would ask if there was any 
justice in such proceedings--any common sense? Was it the conduct of 
persons living under a Christian Government? Was it not rather more 
worthy of Barbarians and Turks? Such things were not to be endured; 
men were not to be turned out of their houses, and their property des- 
troyed on mere public report; it was conduct such as he was sure none 
but those who instigated it would ever attempt to justify, and who were 
now endeavouring to make political capital out of it, and to excite 
the whole population of the country, a large portion of whom, to their 
credit be it said, had taken up arms in defence of their country in 
times of peril. (Cheers. ) 62 Nothing was more easy than to publish 
statements of losses, for the purpose of rousing the feelings of the 
people. Statements had been made, that they intended to pay losses 
which it was never contemplated by any one to pay. Talk about re- 
bels indeed! why, did not Mathews, who was hanged at Toronto, march 
with the gallant General Brock to the taking of Detroit; but he after- 
wards got into political squabbles, and became excited in consequence, 
just as parties are excited now. Would any man tell him, as it was 
said, that these gentlemen were humbugged by two or three Johnny Raws. 
To tell him that such a man as Peter Robinson would sign a document, 
without knowing what it was, was to cast upon that habit a degree of 
opprobrium, which other side would be sorry to do.® The hon. gentle- 
man then went on to speak of the system of government which they had 
under Sir F. B. Head, and to say that if they had then received Res- 
ponsible Government, he did not believe that there would ever have 
been any Rebellion®3 for no man would get up a rebellion to attain 
that which he might get at his own door without firing a shot.66 His 
belief in Responsible Government was, that it changed the field of 
battle-- it changed it from being a battle between the Imperial and 
Colonial Government, and made it one between two parties in this country. 
It was the old English combat which was to be fought at the hustings 
once in every two or three years; and had any one ever heard of any 
person rushing to take up arms since they had Responsible Government? 
And not one of those persons who had been in arms he believed, would 
have been found in them if they had at the time enjoyed Responsible 
Government.§7 In the United States they never fought because they were 
in the Ministry; and it would be one of the brightest pages of English 
history that would point to the glorious nation established on prin- 
ciples of British liberty--principles which had led to the difference 
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between the colonization of Great Britain and that ((of)) other nations. 
Responsible Government had raised the Colony almost to the position of 
an independent nation, for she had the entire control of her concern-- 
control which he trusted would be exercised for the advantage of the 
common country. But it was said that His Excellency Lord Elgin was 

a man without firmness or vigour; he ought, if he possessed those 
qualities, to put an end to the business now before the House; it 

was even hoped that he could not send down the message which would 
permit the House to take this subject into consideration. Now, His 
Excellency was but the representative of the Queen; he was, as a person 
whom he would not name once said to him of himself--reduced to the con- 
dition of the Queen, (laughter,) which he thought pretty well for a sub- 
ject. But though Lord Elgin was reduced to this humiliating position of 
his sovereign, he still possessed a little power, because if he did not 
like his ministers he could dismiss them, and appeal to the people. 
Then, if the people sustained him, it was all right--if not, all wrong, 
and he must take them back again. But in that he possessed considerable 
power; for he could appeal to his hon. friends near him, and ask them 
whether they like to be dismissed?68 


"How did you like it2"69 


MR. H. BOULTON.--He had no liking to be treated unjustly, but did 
not object to be dismissed for legitimate cause. The hon. member for 
Sherbrooke had expressed an opinion that strangers and interlopers should 
have no public offices. He knew not whether the office of Major Campbell 
was not on as objectionable a footing as when Mr. Higginson used to 
carry on a surveillance over the Ministers of the Crown, it used to be; 
but if it were on a proper footing, he had no objection to Major Campbell, 
who possessed a large property, had married a lady of the country, and 
had two or three fine children. He should like to know why Major Camp- 
bell was not as well entitled to office as any one else. He would like 
to know what any man born in the Colony would think of similar pros- 
criptions in England. What would the gallant Knight of Dundurn have 
thought had he been told, when he went to England to ask a commission, 
that he was a poor, miserable Colonial, and could not have it? Had 
that been so, he would not have screened his Sovereign at Plattsburgh, 
nor have led the forlorn hope at Niagara, like a noble fighting cock, 
as he had been ever since he was fifteen years old. Mr. LaFontaine, 
if he went to England, and his talents fitted him for it, would have as 
good a chance as any man born in England to be Lord Chancellor. What 
was Lord Lyndhurst?--what Prevost?--what the officer who commanded after 
Brock's death, Sir R. Skeaffe?--what were the three Judges who presided 
over the three Provincial Benches at that time--Sewell, Powell, and Monk? 
All natives of Boston. Who was Sir J. Coffin?--an Admiral of the fleet, 
but born at Nantucket? The hon. member for Sherbrooke accused hon. members 
on that side of the House of being traders in politics, but he would ask 
who were the most like traders in politics? they or the hon. gentlemen 
on the Other side, who took every opportunity of misrepresenting and 
giving a false colouring to every occurrence? Hon. gentlemen on his 
side of the House had finished their trading, and were enjoying the 
fruits, and did not want more of it. The hon. member said, moreover, 
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that there was a British and French party, and that the first were 
determined to have the latter at their feet. The more shame for then; 
for his part he desired only to live in good neighbourhood, as fellow- 
subjects. True, the French Canadians had descended from the French 
people; but one of the greatest men of the age, Sir Sam Romilly, was 
the son of a Swiss watchmaker. Again, the hon. member said that the 
British Government had deserted the loyalists--a most extraordinary 
Statement, but which referred to a simple practical question, and he 
would state his views of it, it was this,--that he believed the British 
Government looked upon the little rebellion with less seriousness than 
they did upon the British riots. (Hear, hear.)--What was the practical 
condition of things in 1836? Why, it was one of moral disorganization. 
There were two large parties in the country, the one contending against 
the other, the Government taking part with the one. It was after this 
time that the rebellion took place, and what was the result of this? 
That the Governor conceded every thing sought for to one party who 
acted with him. Yes, Sir F. B. Head gave that party every thing they 
wished for, and the practical effect of that was, that a minority now 
sought to deprive a member of the House who happened to take some part 
in the rebellion from his vote on the question. Were they to give the 
people Responsible Government, and then tell them that they might elect 
a representative, but they were not to elect either Dr. Nelson, or Mr. 
Papineau, because they had been concerned in the events of that time. 
Such a course would not be just. And now that they had been returned 
to that House as representatives of the people they had no right to be 
called rebels; but such had been the natural result of the state of 
things to which he had alluded. He wished that the House would discuss 
the subject as Christian men, and not as a camp of Affghans (sic), ready 
as it were to cut each others throats. They ought rather to endeavour 
to conciliate, and try to heal the wounds which had been made. They 
would do more good to the country by such a course than by calling one 
bad names, which could only inflame men's minds, and bring no good re- 
sult. The great object they had in view was the compensation of losses 
sustained during the events of 1837 and 1838--a measure which had been 
brought forward by the late Administration, and, as an explanation to 
the statement which had been published by gentlemen opposite through- 
out the length and breadth of the land, he would read the amendment he 
was about to propose, and which was as follows:-- 

That immediately before the words "destruction of dwellings" in the 
fifth Resolution, the following words be inserted, viz., "unjust, un- 
necessary or wanton," and that the following Proviso be added to the 
Resolutions:-- 

Provided, that none of the persons who have been convicted of High 
Treason alleged to have been committed in that part of this Province 
formerly Lower Canada, since the first day of November, 1837, or who, 
having been charged with High Treason, or other offences of a treason- 
able nature, and having been committed to the Sheriff in the gaol of 
Montreal, acknowledged their participation in such High Treason, sub- 
mitted themselves to the will and pleasure of Her Majesty, and were 
thereupon transported to Her Majesty's Island of Bermuda--shall not be 
entitled to any indemnity for losses sustained during or after the said 
rebellion, or in consequence thereof. 
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His object in moving such an amendment was for the purpose of ex- 
cluding every body from compensation who by possibility could be proved 
to have brought the destruction upon themselves, and because he believed 
that unless they established what had been called a star chamber, no 
proper distinction could be drawn otherwise than by adopting the amend- 
ment he had proposed. He did not think that there was any better means 
of ascertaining the parties who did not take part in the rebellion, 
and that was the cause of his adopting the course he had done. His in- 
tention was to exclude every person whose property was destroyed in op- 
posing the King's arms, and only to compensate for such as had been 
destroyed in a wanton and unjust manner. (Hear, hear.) And he hoped 
that a majority would be found in the House to pay those losses, he 
would not say unjust losses, although in so doing he would only be 
following out the phraseology of the late Ministry, but he would say 
that he trusted all the just losses would be paid, and then will there 
be an end to that recrimination and bickering which has so long con- 
tinued. As the subject was one which would possibly call on him to 
address the House again, and the night was drawing late, he would con- 
clude for the present. /0 


DR. NELSON dit qu'il désirait sincérement qu'il ne lui fut donné 
aucun argent, si ceci pouvait empécher le paiement des justes pertes 
encourues par tant d'autres; que ceux-ci soient appelés rebelles ou 
loyalistes. Si, par l'adoption de cet amendement, il pouvait faire 
passer la mesure en cette chambre, il serait infiniment heureux. Il 
avait exposé sa vie dans le service de son pays; peut-étre était-ce 
imprudemment, mais toujours c'était dans le service de son pays. Il 
avait sa liberté au plaisir et a la volonté de lord Durham, afin de 
faire prévaloir les vues larges et généreuses de cet excellent homme. 
Il avait désiré faire ceci pour établir la paix et la tranquilité, 
parce qu'on lui avait donné a4 entendre qu'il fallait quelque chose 
pour calmer le parti auquel il avait toujours été opposé. Lord Dur- 
ham désirait faire ouvrir les portes des prisons encombrées; et lors- 
que son émissaire vint le voir, (le Dr. N.) déclara que si, en con- 
sentant aux désirs de lord Durham, si méme en faisant sacrifice de sa 
vie, il pouvait effectuer l'objet qu'avait en vue le gouverneur, il 
ferait cela avec plaisir et satisfaction. I1 avait déclaré qu'il 
fera tout pour étre utile a ses malheureux fréres, pourvu qu'il n'y 
ait de l'ignominie et des bassesses. Il ne confesserait pas avoir 
fait aucune chose qu'un sujet britannique n'avait pas droit de faire; 
et s'il avait été dans l'erreur, il l'avait été infiniment moins que 
ceux qui l'avaient forcé 4 prendre des mesures de résistance. C'était 
les hommes au pouvoir en 1837, qui, en foulant les lois aux pieds, 
avaient forcé le peuple 4 le défendre. Ils étaient les rebelles et non 
le peuple! Comme preuve qu'il ne se sentait pas coupable, il mention- 
nerait qu'il était certain qu'il ne pouvait @tre accusé tout au plus 
que d'un léger délit, en assistant a une assemblée des "cinq comtés," 
et que, quinze jours avant la bataille de St. Denis, il était venu en 
cette ville pour transiger des affaires; on lui dit alors qu'il ferait 
mieux de s'en retourner, car il serait arrété. I1 refusa, et demeura 
a Montréal une journée de plus qu'il se 1'était proposé, afin de donner 
occasion au gouvernement d'adopter des démarches contre lui, si telle 
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était son intention. I1 était accusé d'avoir commis une haute-trahison; 
et il tarda ici pour apprendre les accusations qui seraient portées 
contre lui. Il était du devoir des autorités de le faire arréter en 

ce moment; mais sans doute on se plaisait plus a faire des démonstrations 
et parades de pouvoir, et a intimider et insulter. Voyant qu'on ne 
s'emparait pas de lui; il partit, et ensuite, accompagna les restes 
d'un ami 4 Sorel. La, plusieurs loyaux de l'endroit désiraient le 
faire arréter. Sir John Colborne passait dans le village en ce moment, 
et ils s'empressérent de lui faire connaitre l'occasion qui'il possé- 
dait d'arréter ce prétendu chef d'insurrection. Mais sir J. Colborne 
leur dit: "Laissez-lui remplir ses devoirs envers son défut ami, et 
ensuite, si vous avez des dépositions contre lui, agissez." Or, depuis 
ce temps jusqu'au 23 novembre 1837, je n'avais pris aucune autre atti- 
tude qui put m'incriminer d'’avantage. Mon temps était occupé, tout 
entier, a veiller 4 mes devoirs professionnels, et 4 surveiller aux 
opérations de mon établissement. Vers cette époque, les autorités 
envoyérent 4 St. Jean, et dans la nuit leurs émissaires, des volontaires 
se saisirent de deux estimables citoyens, qu'ils enlevérent pour les 
mener a Montréal, chargés de chaines et de cordes, et auxquels ils 
firent subir toutes sortes d'ignominie et d'injures. Quelques jours 
avant, on menacgait ouvertement de pendre certains citoyens de cette 
ville 4 leurs fenétres. L'outrage était 4 l'ordre du jour. Les 
magistrats n'étaient pas les moins actifs dans ces scénes de désordre 
et de violence, au lieu de préter secours pour restreindre de telles 
atrocités. J'eus des nouvelles d'une descente méditée sur St. Denis. 
N'avais-je pas le droit de m'opposer a de pareils attantats, et de 
mettre ma vie en sécurité? Je me serais rendu de suite, si on ett 

émis des warrants pour mon appréhension, selon les formes ordinaires 

de la loi, mais n'avais-je pas lieu de craindre qu'on réprétait 4 mon 
égard les violences qu'on s'était permis a St. Jean et 4 Montréal? 

Un monsieur avec lequel j'avais transigé des affaires 4 un grand 
montant, vint me voir, et appercevant des fusils et autres armes, ce 
qui portait une apparence assez hostile, s'en @tonnait. Je lui dis 
qu'ils étaient 14 pour ma propre défense, et non pour attaquer; que 
jamais je ne consentirais 4 6tre arrété comme le plus vil de la 

société; a @tre conduit en prison, enchainé et chargé de cordes. De 
bonne heure, le matin du 23 Nov. nous avons été informés qu'un fort 
détachement de soldats se dirigeait sur St. Denis. A six heurs ( A. M.) 
je suis allé au devant d'eux pour connaitre leur force et leur position. 
Je les rencontrai a plus d'une lieue de village, ou je faillis tomber 
entre leurs mains. Je tachai de retarder leur progrés; et avec une 
centaine de mes amis, les habitants des environs, on leur préparait une 
chaude réception et cela devenait nécessaire. Je disais 4 ce moment a 
mes amis, que si l'on me présentait un warrant, avec les formalités 
voulues par la loi ordinaire, que je me soumettrais, mais que je ne 
céderais sous aucune autre considération. J'ajoutais que ceux qui 
désiraient demeurer prés de moi, étaient les bienvenus; mais qu'aus- 
sitét que l'engagement aurait commencé, chacun serait obligé de faire 
son devoir; ils restérent tous, et le résultat de cette journée est bien 
connu. Beaucoup s'en faut que je me florifie de ce résultat; si la 
victoire a succédé 4 nos efforts, elle a été due a4 d'autres circon- 
stances qu'a ma capacité militaire. Lorsque j'étais enfant, je me 
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permettais de représenter, tantdt le soldat, tantdt le major; mais 
sérieusement, je n' avais jamais songé 4 devenir général ou combattant! 
Ce que je viens de dire doit convaincre tout le monde que nous n'avions 
médité aucune attaque sur Montréal ou sur les troupes. Je fais ces 
remarques, non pour m'accueillir la bienveillance, ni la faveur de 
l'autre cété de la chambre, mais bien pour corriger toutes fausses 
impressions, et mettre tout le monde au fait des circonstances et 
événements de cette époque. 

Quant a mes réclamations pour les pertes que j'ai encourues; en 
obéissance a l'avis publié par ordre de lord Metcalfe, j'ai présenté 
un détail aussi correct et minutieux que possible, de ce qui fit détruit 
chez moi au montant de £23,000. De cette somme, £11,000 en efforts 
appartenaient a mes créanciers, dont les noms et les montants ont été 
transmis 4 la commission, avec autant d'exactitude que possible, car 
mes livres ont été détruits. Pour preuve que je ne songeais pas 4 
la guerre, et que je n'anticipais pas ces événements je puis dire 
que j'avais dans mes hangards, entre 40,000 et 50,000 minots de grains, 
et que mon é@tablissement était en pleine et profitable opération. Il 
y avait 1,000 cordes de bois, 2 charges de goélettes de charbon, et 
pour £2,000 de whisky, de premiére qualité, prét a Gtre expédié a 
Québec. Les soldats enfoncérent les tonneaux, emportérent les grains, 
et puis ils mirent la torche a la distillerie, qui seule m'avait cotitée 
£6,000 et qui contenait un engin de la force de 50 chevaux, quatre des 
plus belles moulanges, bluteaux, &c., deux belles et grandes sliks, 
en cuivre, avec tout leur appareil, le tout contenu dans une batisse 
couvrant deux cent pieds de terrain, et de deux 4 quatre étages de 
hauteur. Il y avait aussi une forge, une boutique de forgeron et un 
hangar a liqueurs. Tout ceci fut consumé. Mais on ne s'‘arréta pas 
1a. Ma propre demeure, avec tout son contenu, quatre maisons de fermes; 
quatre granges immenses remplies des fruits d'une opulente moisson, 
et douze autres batisses devinrent la proie des flammes. Un trés 
grand nombre de chevaux et autres animaux de ferme enlevés, ainsi que 
tous les unstensiles d'agriculture. OU est, maintenant l'homme qui 
aura l'audace de dire que j'étais en déconfiture? Un excellent et 
honorable ami dans cette Chambre sait que j'étais dans un état des plus 
propéres. Que l'on se rappelle qu'aujourd'hui je n'ai plus de créan- 
ciers, car il m'a fallu avoir recours a la loi de Banqueroute; j'étais 
a peine arrivé en cette ville, dénué de tout, qu'un honnorable et 
riche citoyen est venu me demander £40, pour des fonderies, lesquelles 
avaient passées aux flammes avec le restant de mes biens. Mais je 
demande que justice soit rendue 4 mes créanciers (d'avant les troubles) 
qui connaissaient bien et mes moyens, et mon désir de liquider nos 
affaires, ce que je pouvais facilement faire. 

Je ne désire blesser personne, mais je dois dire ce que je pensais 
des actes du défunt ministére. Je dois dire que je voyais avec plaisir 
qu'ils avaient le courage de faire,--ce qui me semblérent de bonnes 
choses. Ils nommérent promotaire le fils de M. J. J. Papineau, bien 
qu'il fut connu que ce jeune monsieur avait juré fidélité a une puis- 
sance @étrangére, aux Etats-Unis. Je ne le blamais pas, il était avocat, 
et pour exercer sa profession aux Etats-Unis, il fallait étre citoyen 
naturalisé et lui, comme nous tous, ne pensait pas revenir sitdt dans 
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sa patrie, Ils ont appointé le Dr. Masson, mon ami et confrére de 
prison et d'exil, 4 une situation dans le département des douanes. 

Ils ont donné une commission de capitaine de milice 4 M. Bonaventure 
Viger, lui aussi compagnon de prison et d'exil. Ensuite, ils me nom 
mérent a la magistrature de cette ville et puis je fus appelé a la 
présidence d'une commission importante de cinq médecins, quoique cet 
appointement ne fut pas lucratif. En dernier lieu, ils ont payé 
£4,500 4 M. Papineau, pour arrérages 4 lui diis comme orateur de 
l'ancienne chambre du Bas-Canada. Tous ces faits m'ont portés 4 
croire que l'ancien ministére pouvait concevoir quelques vues larges, 
sages et politiques. Mais l'illusion a été bien passagére, et on 
appercoit maintenant que leurs seuls but et motifs étaient de se 

créer des partisans. Ils ont eu la bassesse de reprocher au ministére 
actuel d'avoir donné la situation de maitre de havre au digne cap. 
Morin; un homme qui jouit de l'estime générale, et en vérité il doit 
sa situation a la recommendation des tories, qui étaient certainement 
opposés en politique 4 M. Morin. A 1'age de 19 ans, j'étais loyaliste 
outré; toujours 4 la téte de la jeunese qui faisait des feux de joie 
lors de naissance du souverain, George III le 4 juin; et le premier 

en tous actes de loyauté. Laissant le toit paternel, pour vivre parmi 
les Canadiens, j'emportais avec moi les préjugés contre tout ce qui 
était francais et catholique. J'ai pourtant bientdot su apprécier les 
vertus domestiques, sociales et religieuses de ces mémes personnes, et 
comme mon hon. ami du Lac des Deux-Montagnes, j'ai de suite appris 4a 
les aimer et a les respecter. Sur la frégate, dans le pont de Québec, 
qui devait nous conduire en exil, j'ai dit 4 M. Buller, secrétaire de 
lord Durham: "Vous @tes entouré de personnes intrigantes qui s'adres- 
sent 4 vos préjugés nationaux et religieux. Permettez que je vous dise 
que je suis anglais; s'il se trouve chez moi un tant soit peu de bien, 
il est anglais; tout ce qu'il y a de méchant chez moi est anglais; je 
suis protestant, comme ont été tous mes parens. Y aurait-il, donc, du 
bon sens 4 croire que je me serais mis en ligue avec les Canadiens- 
francais pour @écraser les anglais? que je me serais associé aux 
catholiques pour abattre les protestants? Si quelqu'un, parmi les 
partiotes, m'eut intimé ces sentiments, j'aurais foulé le misérable 

a mes pieds. Mais il n'en a pas été et ne le saura non plus. Eux, 
comme moi, désirent la réforme de graves abus, et je voulais léguer 4 
mes enfants, ce qui vaut infiniment plus que des milliers de louis, un 


gouvernement sage et honnéte." Un des officiers du vaisseau m'informa 
subséquemment que lord Durham s'était ainsi exprimé au capitaine de 
la frégate: "ces hommes, vos prisonniers, ne peuvent étre ni mauvais 


hommes, ni mauvais sujets de l'’Angleterre," et sans doute ce fit par 
l'influence de ces paroles que nous fumes si bien traités sur ce 
vaisseau, et aux Bermudes. 

L'hon. member pour Hamilton a osé dire que les Canadiens étaient 
des étrangers sur cette terre: N'est-ce pas Jacques Cartier, dont le 
portrait fait l'admiration de tous, dans la halle de cette Chambre, qui 
a le premier monté le majestueux St. Laurent. Ne sont-ce pas les 
Francais qui ont colonisé ce pays? Ne sont-ce pas eux qui ont disséminé 
pour les sauvages de ce continent, les bienfait ineffables du Chris- 
tianisme? N'est-ce pas Charelvoix, qui a le premier écrit l'histoire 
de ces pays? En vérité il y a de quoi s'indigner. On voudrait nous 


900 


faire croire que leurs descendans sont des é@étrangers et doivent é@tre 
opprimés, écrasés. Ces mémes étrangers ont conservé ce pays a4 1'Angle- 
terre en 1776, lorsque de véritables anglais ont repoussé la domination 
anglaise du pays voisin, et voulurent ensuite en faire de méme ici. 

Ce méme peuple, en 1812, a bravement défendu ce pays contre les 
Américains, lorsqu'il y avait ni troupes, ni argent a4 la disposition 
du gouvernement. Et ceci deux ans seulement aprés que le pays avait 
été injurié et insulté par le gouverneur despote, mené par la vielle 
faction anti-Canadienne, qui avait emprisonné plusieurs de leurs chefs 
les plus chéris et les plus marquans. I1 y a deux ou trois ans, on se 
rapelle que j'ai accusé un membre tory qui a eu l'indescrétion de faire 
allusion 4 ma loyauté; que lui le sujet loyal, en 1812, a refusé de 
prendre les armes pour défendre le pays contre l'invasion menacée par 
nos voisins. I1 s'était tenu derriére son comptoir, faisant payer 

224 par cent de bonus au Gouvernement pour des préts d'argent. Je 
reconnais pourtant que c'est un bon et charitable citoyen, qui dans 
des temps de malheurs s'est haté de prodiguer, des secours aux 
Canadiens. Je fais ces allusions pour démontrer la prétendu loyauté 
de certains bretons. L'hon. membre pour Hamilton a eu la franchise 
d'avouer que l'Union avait été ourdie dans l'intention purement 
d'écraser, de perdre le Bas-Canada; mais il nous a dit que ce sont 

les habitans de l'autre province qui en et qui seront les victimes. 

Je connais, mieux que quiconque, les Canadiens, et je suis persuadé 
qu'ils répudieront l'idée de faire endurer du tort a leurs co-sujets 
du Haut-Canada. Ils les traiteront avec égards et générosité. Ils 
désireront vivre en harmonie avec eux. Les Francais les ont abandon- 
nés, l'Angleterre nous accorde plus de protection; soyons donc ni 
francais, ni Anglais, mais tous Canadiens; travaillons avec vigueur 

et intelligence 4 notre bien mutuel; car on est tellement situé que 

le malheur d'une section du pays, dont infailliblement entrainer celui 
de l'autre; nos intéréts sont communs, travaillons donc d'un commun 
accord. Au nom de la justice au nom de la postérité, au nom de Dieu, 
que toute division, que tout sujet de discorde cesse en présence de 
1l'humanité et de nos droits les plus sacrés. 

Il a été dit que les canaux récélent tout les avantages qui en 
résultent, au Haut-Canada, et que nous avons été forcés 4 payer la 
moitié de l'énorme somme employée dans leur construction. Ces canaux 
valent tout ce qu'ils ont cofités, et en peu de temps seront ume source, 
de grands revenus, pour nous tous, sans distinction. Bien que l'on 
tentera probablement de ruiner ma position politique pour avoir fait 
l'aveu, comme on a voulu faire par rapport 4 mes paroles sur l'acte 
d'Union, que ces canaux produiront de grands bénifices pour le pays 
entier; je devrai rire de pareilles tentatives, comme j'ai fait par 
le passé. Je no désire plus revenir siéger en cette chambre; il est 
temps que je me dévoue tout entier 4 mes propres intéréts, et on ne 
me verra dans cette enceinte, a4 moins que ce soit pour le soutien de 
quelque grand principe constitutionnel et le maintien du gouvernement 
responsable. S'il était possible de rendre nos sentimens palpables, 
1l'hon. membre pour Hamilton verrait combien je suis peiné de ses 
remarques cruelles et si peu convenantes. I1 parle de rebelle dans 
les termes les plus offensifs. Qu'il apprenne donc qu'un rebelle ne 
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peut siéger dans ce lieu. Des remarques comme celles-la sont ni hon- 
nétes, ni loyales, ni amicales, ni dignes d'un gentilhomme. 

Nous avions prié, sollicité l'Angleterre de ne pas nous traiter en 
étrangers, mais de nous rendre justice. Qu'a dit lecélébre Pitt, 
l'Earl Chathem, en présence de la fiére aristocratie d'Angleterre, en 
parlant des colonies, maintenant Etats-Unis. Il disait "que s'il était 
colon américain, comme il était sujet anglais, jamais il ne mettrait 
bas les armes, aprés tant de torts et de vexations, 4 moins que ses 
droits et priviléges lui furent assurés. Ses paroles furent prophéti- 
ques, je les citerai: "En ce moment, 4 genoux, ils accepteront avec 
reconnaissance votre acquiescement 4 leurs désirs; vous leur refusez 
avec dédain; mais bientd6t vous leur en ferez l'offre, mais eux se 
moqueront de vous." Ce sont les paroles d'un homme dont le nom 
passera avec gloire a4 la derniére postérité, et dont chaque Anglais 
doit s'enorgueillir. Un pareil langage aurait, sans doute, en son 
application pour nous, aussi, bien que pout tout autre peuple qui 
gémit sous la tyrannie. L'état de bouleversement qui désole actuel- 
lement l'Europe, reconnait pour cause, 1a comme ici en 1837, et long- 
temps ayant un pacte d'hommes avides, ambitieux et sans principes. 

Les couronnes se font ruer dans les rues; les tr6nes sont reversés 

et détruits, et les souverains deviennent mendiants, et parcourent 
des terres @étrangéres; le sang ruisselle; l'anarchie est a l'ordre 

du jour: toutes espéces d'horreurs sont commises, et ce terrible état 
de choses, est le fruit, moins, bien moins, des vices et des folies 
des rois eux-mémes, que la cupidité, l'immoralité et le machiavélisme 
de l'entourage de leurs trénes. I1 n'y a pas de forteresse si im- 
prenable que les affections d'un peuple; il n'y a pas d'armée si puis- 
sante qu'un peuple heureux et bien gouverné; il sent que c'est autant 
de son devoir que de ses intéréts, de se rallier autour d'un gouverne- 
ment sage et @quitable. Le cultivateur ne laissera pas ses champs, 
l'artisan son banc, et l'humble médecin sa lancette, pour se faire 
soldats, risquer leurs vies, leurs biens et leurs familles, s‘ils 

n'y étaient pas poussés par une longue série d'injustices et 
d'opression. Les exilés aux Bermudes ont désiré assister le Lord 
Durham dans ses vues sages et beinveillantes, et leurs entretiens, ou 
plut6t correspondances avec lui, et sa conduite 4 leur égard, lui ont 
conquis leur plus profond respect, et méme attiré leur reconnaissance 
envers le tréne. Nous n'avons pas été traités en félons, mais en 
gentilhommes malheureux. Partout nous avons été les apologistes, nous 
avons justifié la conduite de ce gouverneur. Nous avons regretté son 
départ du Canada et encore plus sa mort, qui eut lieu bien trop tdt 
pour le bonheur de ce pays et pour celui de 1l'Angleterre méme. Quel- 
ques hommes peu généreux, incapables de faire aucun sacrifice pour le 
bien-étre de leur partrie, ont tenté de traiter notre rapprochement 
avec le lord Durham, et la lettre que nous lui avons adressé, en 
réponse 4 ses propositions, comme une preuve de faiblesse, bassesse 
méme. Mais tout homme honnéte n'y verra que des sentimens hauts, fiers 
et indépendans. Aussi-t6t que cette lettre fut écrite et expédiée, 

il nous a semblé qu'on pouvait la regarder comme une approbation, 
plut6t que comme un assentiment de la légalité des lois passées par 

le conseil spécial, et de suite nous avons écrit celle qui suit; comme 
protét contre le légalité des procédés de ce corps anomal et sans 
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précédens dans les annales du pays. 


Prison.de Montreal, 18 juin, 1838. 

MONSIEUR.--Les sousignés vous prient d'avoir l'obligeance de vous 
charger de lL'adresse ci-inclue, 4 notre gouverneur distingué, laquelle 
nous vous solicitons de nous faire l'honneur de lui présenter, de notre 
part. 

"En prenant cette démarche, nous croyons nécessaire de désavouer 
aucune intention de notre part, de nous prévaloir le moindrement, d'une 
ordonnance passée par le conseil spécial de cette province, chap. 15, 
que nous ne pouvons que répudier comme répugnant a4 ces principes de 
justice et d'honneur qui devraient former la base des lois anglaises. 
Nous sommes mus par des motifs bien plus désinteressés en se reposant 
sur lord Durham pour l'interprétation de nos actes politiques. 

Nous désirons que ce désaveu de notre part soit respectueusement 
communiqué 4 Son Excellence, persuadés qu'il applaudira plutdt que de 
blamer cette jalousie de nos droits, comme sujets britanniques." 

Vos serviteurs, 
WOLFRED NELSON, 
A. J. Simpson, écr. Baws be eBOUCH GLE. 
S. MARCHESSAULT 
et les autres. 

Qui, en présence de ce document aura l'assurance d'avancer que 
nous étions pusillanimes et que nous avions fléchi devant l'autorité. 
Ni la dignité de l'homme, ni les intéréts de nos compatriotes ont souf- 
fert par la ligne de conduite adoptée par les exilés aux Bermudes. 
L'hon. soliciteur général Ouest nous a dit qu'il y avait deux espéces 
de loyauté. Je comprends bien cette loyauté que notre souveraine dis- 
tinguée a été obligée de reconnaitre en montant sur le trGdne, et a4 la- 
quelle elle-méme a juré fidélité. C'est l'incomparable constitution de 
l'Angleterre qui fait l'envie de tous les pouvoirs européens, et les 
hommes qui sont le plus z@élé pour avoir la constitution toute entiére 
sont ses plus puissants et plus fidéles supports, et font la gloire et 
la sécurité de la couronne. Et le gouvernement responsable qui nous 
est octroyé en ce moment; s'il est franchement et honnétement observé 
par les autorités, devra faire notre bonheur et accomplira les vues 
bienfaisantes de lord Durham. Nous n'aurons rien 4 envier aux Etats- 
Unis, et aucune classe de la population ne manifestera plus d'attache- 
ment a4 cette constitution ni plus de courage dans sa défense de toute 
aggression, soit de l'étranger, soit dans le pays méme, que les exilés 
et tous les autres qui ont porté les armes en 1837 et 38. Mais aussi 
qu'il soit connu que les canadiens ne consentiront jamais a @tre dominés 
et tyrannisés par une petite minorité, ni par une majorité obtenue 
par la fraude et’ la violence. 11 EaAut qu’ils soient convaincus, que 
les mesures d'aucune administration soient opposés sur l'équité et 
sur les vrais principes du gouvernement responsable. 

En regardant mes notes, je vois les mots Goths et Vandals, qui ont 
été mis amplement 4 contribution dans cette discussion, et il n'est pas 
surprenant, lorsqu'on songe au passé. Je ne désire pas réveiller de 
pareils et pénibles souvenirs, ni blesser quiconque, en faisant usage 
des expressions offensives et dégoutantes trop souvent employées par 
l'autre cété de la chambre; mais si j'y étais disposé, je pourrais citer 
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des actes de vandalisme qui feraient frémir d'horreur, glaceraient le 
sang dans les veines; et ces atrocités étaient les oeuvres de ce parti 
qui se glorifie d'’étre loyal par excellence et les meilleurs et plus 
dévoués sujets de la couronne!:. Mais il n'est pas de mon désir 
d'exciter des mauvaises passions, je désire que tout soit enveloppé 
dans l'oubli. 

On s'écrie contre la somme qui est jugée nécessaire pour liquider 
ces réclamations, et on oublie les vastes montants perdus si souvent 
pour le peuple. On fera bien de se rapeller, que quand 1'ancienne 
chambre du Bas-Canada a voulu faire rendre compte 4 M. John Caldwell, 
receveur-général des argens publics qu'il devait avoir entre ses mains, 
que la chambre a été traitée de rebelle etc., et Caldwell a fait défaut 
au montant de £109,000. Tout derniérement encore on a coulé dans le 
lac St. Pierre une somme suffisante pour satisfaire toutes les réclama- 
tions. Dans le Haut-Canada il y a eu d'immenses péculats et fraudes. 
Et aujourd'hui on est assez peu juste, non mal disposé, pour avoir 
recours 4 toutes sortes de moyens pour exciter les esprits, causer du 
trouble, et de renverser non seulement l'ordre social, mais gouverne- 
mental. Non, ce n'est pas avec des vues d'économie que l'on dispute 
cette approbation, mais bien pour déverser la haine et la rancune, en 
excitant l'esprit de parti, et tout ceci est produit par le désir de 
l'opposition de chaser de leurs siéges nos ministres, et s'asseoir 
galamment 4 leurs places. Voila le secret du misérable brouhaha qui 
agite le pays en ce moment. 

Ces messieurs savent-ils toute l1'étendue du mal dont ils peuvent 
affliger le pays en tenant une ligne de conduite semblable? Le commerce 
peut en souffrir au point de diminuer les revenus pour cette année, au 
dela méme du montant requis pour la liquidation de ces demandes, et par 
1a faire un tort immense 4 toute la société. Je fus indigné lorsque 
j'ai vu l'hon. member pour Sherbrooke tirer de sa poche un billet de 
débentures de $29, et disait-il, qui n'en valait que $19. Une telle 
assertion dans cette Chambre peut bien avoir l'effet de déprécier la 
valeur de cette monnaie, qui est, actuellement, en Angleterre et aux 
Etats-Unis, "at par."" Cette conduite doit entrainer un tort signalé 
a tous. Si certains individus savaient consulter l'intérét général, 
s'ils étaient vraiment de bons citoyens, ils chercheraient 4 établir 
la concorde et 1l'harmonie, sans lesquels le pays ne peut @tre heureux 
ou prospére. Nous devrions savoir traiter les grandes questions 
nationales, sans y mettre un si honteux esprit de parti. 

Quant a4 la mesure actuellement devant la Chambre, je prie les hon. 
ministres de ne par permettre que les réclamations que j'aurais eu 
droit de faire pussent les induire 4 la rejeter. Je retire, j'abandonne, 
mes droits; car je désire ardemment que l'on rende justice 4 tant 
d'autres, pour @étre moins coupables, si culpabilité il y a eu; et qui 
peuvent étre plus en besoin que moi. Les beaux sentimens patriotiques 
qui ont porté mes amis 4 me joindre dans notre exil volontaire, les in- 
duiront sans doute a4 faire encore ce sacrifice sur les autels de leur 
partie. Mon hon. ami des Deux Montagens m'a reproché d'’avoir dit 4 
l'hon. membre pour Hamilton que je ne donnerais pas ma voix sur cette 
question. Mon ami avait raison. Je ne suis pas dans cette enceinte 
pour veiller 4 mes intéréts personnels, mais bien pour représenter 
ceux du Comté de Richelieu. Et le 9 janvier dernier, a une assemblée 
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qui eut lieu 4 St. Ours, des résolutions furent adoptées, m'ordonnant de 
voter sur cette mesure, ce que je puis faire maintenant, sans @tre accusé 
de vues personnelles et interessés. Je puis dire hautement que mes motifs 
sont purs et désinteressés; autrement je ne pourrais me respecter moi-méme, 
et assumer l'attitude dignifiée qui convient a l'honnéte homme, et que je 
désire maintenir partout, et spécialement dans cette Chambre. Je terminerai 
mes observations en listant les derniéres paroles d'un discours prononcé 
par l'éloquent et le vertueux sénateur de l'état de Kentucky, Henry Clay, 
la gloire de sa nation, et l'honneur de l'humanité. J'éprouve un grand 
bonheur, de connaitre ce brave et distingué patriote./1l 

"IT cannot lay myself down in the way of the welfare and happiness of 
my country. That, I cannot,--I have not the courage to do it. I cannot 
interpose the power with which I may be invested--a power conferred for 
my personal benefit, not for myaggrandizement, but for my country's good,-- 
to check her onward march to greatness and glory. I have not courage 
enough, I am too cowardly for that. I would not, I dare not, in the 
exercise of such a trust, lie down, and place my body across the path that 
leads my country to prosperity and happiness. This is a sort of courage 
widely different from that which a man may display in his private conduct, 


and personal relations. Personal or private courage is totally distinct 


of the imputation of the want of firmness sometimes impel us to perform 
rash and inconsiderate acts. But PRIDE, VANITY, EGOTISM, so unamiable 
and offensive in private life, are vices which partake of the character 
of CRIMES in the conduct of PUBLIC AFFAIRS. The unfortunate victim of 
these passions cannot see beyond the little, petty, contemptible circle 


of HIS OWN PERSONAL INTERESTS. All his thoughts are withdrawn from his 














———S-S — ——————— eC — 


and is absorbed by one soul transporting thought of THE GOOD AND THE 
GLORY OF ONE'S COUNTRY, and never felt in his impenetrable bosom. 
That patriotism which, catching its inspirations from the immortal GOD, 





PERSONAL interests and feelings, animates and prompts to deeds of 
SELF-SACRIFICE, of VALOUR, of DEVOTION, and of DEATH itself. THAT IS 
PUBLIC_VIRTUE,--THAT IS THE NOBLEST, THE SUBLIMEST OF ALL PUBLIC VIR- 
TUES.""/2 

Je seconde la motion de 1l'hon. membre pour Norfolk. 73 





MR. CHRISTIE rose amidst cries of adjourn and question. He would 
not, he said detain the house for more than a minute or two. He mearly 
(sic) wished to have one or two explanations from the hon. member, who 
just sat down. He would feel much obliged by the hon. member informing 
the house whether at the meeting of the six Counties a Resolution was 
passed to the effect, that efforts should be made to get Her Majesty's 
troops to desert, and whether he had any knowledge of a Declaration of 
Independence having been drawn up and issued./4 


DR. NELSON said, that there was a Resolution something like what 
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had been stated by the hon. member passed, and that, with regard to the 
other question, on the night of the 22nd of November, after they had 
received letters from Montreal, and they thought they were deprived of 
the protection of the laws, and that their property was given up to 
pillage, he would frankly say that there was a Declaration drawn up 
and signed. It was signed by some four or five individuals. It 

was in the possession of another person, who had occupied a very 
prominent position in the affairs of those days; and if that gentle- 
man, and some others of them, had been arrested, things would not 

have gone as they did. He (Dr. N.) regretted that those occurrences 
had taken place, but he was not ashamed of them. 79 


DR. DEWITT made some remarks to show that Dr. Nelson's affairs were 
not in the bad position at the time the troubles occurred that some 
people said they were, and stated that from all he knew he had always 
believed that there was no premeditated design, either on the part of 
the members for Richelieu and St. Maurice, to resort to violence. 76 


MR. BADGLEY moved, that the Committee rise and report progress, and 
ask leave to sit again.// (No, no.)/8 


COL. PRINCE supported the motion, it was now nearly two o'clock, 
high time for all sober people to be in bed, (no, no.) He wished to 
know from Ministers--their masters--if they intended to bring the 
discussion to a close to-night, (yes, yes.)/9 He (Col. P.) was led 
to believe, from a remark he had heard of the Attorney-General East, 
that it was intended to take the vote to-night upon the Resolutions. 
He protested against their forcing the house to a decision upon such 
an important question, without allowing full time to all the members 
to deliberate fully upon it, and without affording the country time to 
express its opinion. He trusted the hon. members opposite would con- 
sent to the debate being adjourned, for he was determined that the 
members should not be forced into voting the question to-night; and 
if the members opposite refused to consent to the adjournment, then he 
was prepared to keep them there until seven in the morning.--(Laugh- 
ters) He intended to read the greatest part of Lord Durham's Re- 
port, and81 he had brought down a long account of Sir F. Bond Head's 
Government, and the first volume of Clarendon's History of the Rebellion. 
He intended to read them to the house if they persisted on going on 
to press off the naomi to-night. 83 (Laughter, and cries of read, 
read, and go on.) 4 


MR. W. SCOTT (Two Mountains) protested against the debate being 
adjourned. The question had been debated well enough already, and 
he was prepared to stay there to six o'clock; rather than to allow the 
time of the house to be further wasted by factious opposition. 85 


A long and straggling debate was then commenced, but as Reporters 
are but mortal, we are unable to give anything like a report of the 
speeches. 86 


MR. CHAUVEAU spoke at some length against the house affirming that 
the decisions of the Courts Martial, referred to in the amendment of the 
hon. member for Norfolk, should be considered legal.87 
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MR. MEYERS opposed the resolutions, in a disjointed speech of con- 
siderable length, amidst shouts of merriment. The hon. member, to make 
use of his own language, had been "dining rather late.''88 


MR. MCCONNELL followed, and made a long speech against the re- 
solutions89. 


MR. DICKSON, ((spoke)) on the same ioe o 


MR. BADGLEY again moved that the Committee rise and report progress, 
(no;.0ne, no.)? 


COL. PRINCE wished to have an answer to the question he had put 
to the Ministers, as to whether it was their intention to press the 
house to a division upon the question that evening. 92 The majority 
of the House seemed to think they could--93 


An hon. member, after eight days debate’4, 


COL. PRINCE.--but they were entirely mistaken. They had no right 
to hurry the matter through. 


MR. INSP. GEN. HENCKS said that if there was an understanding that 
the question should be taken up to-morrow, they would adjourn; but the 
hon. members were speaking against time to annoy the Ministry, and the 
only thing for them to do, therefore, was to sit on, even though they 
sat for several days, without adjournment, (cries of "go on.")96 


COL. PRINCE again urged an adjournment. 2/7 


MR. J. S. MACDONALD (Glengarry) complained of the time wasted by the 
members opposite in offering factious opposition to the measure.98 He 
was in favour, before separating, of agreeing to meet to-morrow to 
settle the question, (cries of "go Onet) 22 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN had never offered factious opposition when 
he was in a minority. They had twice agreed to an adjournment, he 
hoped therefore, 100 that considering all the time that had already 
been taken up, he was not willing to adjourn the debate, unless there 
was an understanding between the Ministry and the members opposite, 
that they would allow the Resolutions to be adopted at the next 
sitting of the house, without offering any factious opposition to 
them.101 They would have another opportunity of expressing their 
opinions on the bringing up of the report of the Committee.102 


SIR A. MACNAB said, that the members on his side had been unfairly 
treated by the Ministry, not one of whom had yet stood up and given 
them any explanation of the measure.193 The opposition were not pre- 
pared to vote without hearing one word from the Attorney Generals East 
and West.104 He thought the country was bound to know. The Ministry 
appeared desirous of bringing the measure through before the voice of 
the people of the country was heard; they were already beginning to get 
frightened, and he had no doubt that they would back out from the measure 
some way or other yetl05 and shelter themselves under the amendment 
of the hon. member for Norfolk106 because they were afraid of the con- 
sequences of passing it. 107 


MR. G. SHERWOOD (Brockville) declared that the opposition had con- 
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stitutions as strong, and wills as firm as their opponents, and they 
would sit as long as they chose. 108 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS.--That's a pretty spirit to legislate in, 109 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN thought every opportunity had been afforded 
to discuss the measure, that as much notice had been given of it as 
was usually given of other measures and he really trusted that no more 
time would be wasted in offering factious opposition to this measure. 
He would put it, if he or his friends had ever offered any unnecessary 
opposition to any of the measures of the members opposite, when they 
were in power.110 The whole irregularity of the debate arose from the 
irregular course pursued by the opposition in discussing Mr. Sherwood's 
amendment, instead of the main question; they had thus deprived his hon. 
friend, the Attorney General East, of an opportunity of giving any 
explanation until he rose on the last night of the debate. They were 
prepared to sit until the matter was disposed of, as it must be brought 
to a close.lil 


MR. J. A. MACDONALD (Kingston) considered that the members on his 
side of the house had been shamefully treated by the Ministry. They 
had been hurled into the consideration of the Resolutions without 
any notice, or without any explanation being given of the measure. 
And now, because the members opposite had found that the people of 
the country were indignant at the measure, they were afraid to wait 
until the people had an opportunity of expressing their opinions on 
it, for fear that some of their supporters might become unwilling to 
vote for the measure, after they were informed of the views of their 
constituents upon it. The measure was a most shameful one, and one 
which ought not to be forced on in the mannerll2 of discreditable, 
wanton discourtesyl13 which it had been done; and the members on his 
side, considering the way in which they had been treated, would enter 
into no compromise; they would speak when they liked, as long as they 
liked, and as often as they liked.--(Cheers.)114 


MR. SOL. GEN. BLAKE reminded the opposition that the act settling 
the constitution of Canada was brought down to the House of Commons 
by Lord John Russell, without notice, and carried through in one 
sitting.115 


SIR A. MACNAB again addressed the House. He complained that the 
important measures recommended by the Governor-General had been made 
to give way to this question.116 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MERRITT appealed to the members whether during their 


Parliamentary experience they had ever witnessed such an unreasonable oppos- 
ition as this. The Ministry when in opposition had never--even when parties 
were so nearly divided--offered any factious opposition.11/ 


MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE.--Ce n'est pas seulement le débat sur cette 
question mais encore les débats qui ont eu lieu sur l'adresse, et qui 
ont durés trois jours, sans qu'il y ait eu un seul amendment de proposé 
par l'opposition qui me persuade de la mauvaise foi de cette opposition. 
Les débats sur l'affaire Vansittart ont été marqués au méme coin; et 
je dois déclarer que mon opinion est que sur chaque question qui se 
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présentera devant cette Chambre les mémes débats, la méme opposition 
factieuse et irraisonnable auront lieu de la part des hons. membres de 
l'autre cOté de la Chambre, par cela seul qu'ils se trouvent en minorité. 
C'est une conviction que j'entretiens. Si j'ai tort, c'est aux hons. 
membres, en changeant de tactique, de le faire voir, de me détromper. Nous 
sommes forcés a4 nous tenir sur nos bancs, afin de ne pas prolonger indé- 
finiment les débats. 

On s'est plaint de ce que cette question n'avait pas été expliquée. 
Nous attendions pour cela le comité général; mais 1'hon. membre pour 
Toronto s'est immédiatement lancé dans un débat chaleureux. Au lieu 
s'attendre des explications, les membres de l'opposition, se sont hatés 
d'en appeler aux passions des habitants du Haut-Canada. C'est ainsi 
que le débat a été conduit par ceux qui se plaignent aujourd'hui. 

On a expliqué le but de cette mesure et l'on n'a pas cru devoir ré- 
pondre. Ce qui blesse les membres de l'opposition, c'est qu'ils ne 
peuvent pas refuter ce qui a été dit pour prouver que cette mesure n'est 
que la continuation de la leur. 

L'hon. membre pour Mississquoi nous a dit que la mesure du ministére 
précédent restreignait l'indemnité a une certaine classe d'individus, que 
j'appelle classe privilégiée et qu'il appelle classe loyale par excellence. 
Eh! bien, s'il est vrai, comme on 1'a dit, qu'il n'y a pastde contradiction 
dans la conduite de membres de l'opposition, et que les résolutions de 
février devaient s'appliquer qu'a cette classe d'individus, pourquoi les 
instructions données dans le méme temps? Comment se fait-il que 1'adminis- 
tration du jour a-t-elle pu dire, si elle entretenait cette pensée d'ex- 
clusion, comment a-t-elle pu dire 4 ces commissaires: vous aurez soin 
de vous enquérir, s'il n'y a pas de verdict de rendus contre ceux qui 
feront des applications. Quelle est la conséquence de ceci? c'est que 
tous ceux contre qui il n'y a pas eu de sentence de rendu doivent étre 
secourus. Les hon. membres ne peuvent pas sortir de 1a. En disant que 
cette mesure n'est que la continuation de la leur, je n'ai pas dit qu'ils 
n'étaient pas sincéres en la proposant, mais je dis qu'aujourd'hui ils se 
mettent en contradiction avec eux-mémes. 

Quelques membres, prétendant que mes résolutions ne sont pas claires, 
demandent qu'est-ce qu'on entend par juste pertes? Le mot juste, on 
doit facilement en comprendre le sens d'aprés l'emploi qui en a été 
fait par ceux qui nous on précédé. I1 me semble qu'on aurait toutefois 
di faire cette question aux membres de la derniére administration. Si 
les hons. membres avaient quelques doutes touchant le signification de 
ce mot, ils n'avaient qu'a se tourner vers leurs amis et leur dire: 
dites-nous done ce que vous entendiez par de justes pertes? Ils devaient 
comprendre de le sens de leurs propres paroles. 

J'ai demandé aux hons. membres de me montrer dans mes résolutions 
un seul mot en contradiction avec leurs propres écrits, avec l'adresse 
de 1845, et ils n'ont pas pu répondre a cette question. Je regarde comme 
pertes justes celles qu'on a souffert sans condamnation des tribunaux, 
tant que les sentences de ces tribunaux n'auront pas été renversées, 
je ne crois pas qu'on puisse demander au gouvernement de les indemniser. 
Je ne crois pas que ceux qui ont pu prendre part 4 un combat pendant les 
troubles politiques et qui ont eu leurs propriétés détruites aient droit 
a une indemnité. 

Il a été dit méme que les personnes innocentes done les propriétés 
ont été détruites a St.-Denis n'avaient pas droit 4 une indemnité. Ceux 
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qui soutiennent cela, expriment une opinion que le conseil spécial avait 
repoussée. Il est bien connu qu'a St.-Charles les insurgés s'étaient 
emparé de la propriété de M. Debartzeli qui n'avait pas pris part a 
l’insurrection et qui a regu en conséquence une indemnité du conseil 
spécial. Madame St. Germain qui se trouvait dans le méme cas a aussi 
recu une indemnité pour la destruction d'une de ses propriétés. Je 

cite ces exemples pour refuter le principe que les personnes innocentes 
qui ont souffertes pendant les troubles ne doivent pas avoir droit 4 

une indemnité 

Je n'ai pas été peu surpris d'entendre l'hon. membre pour Sherbrooke 
nous dire qu'il ne devait y avoir aucune indemnité pour les églises de 
St.-Benoit et de St.-Eustache. Aucun membre, disait-il, ne pouvait 
consacrer un pareil principe. I1 est malheureux qu'il ne fut pas membre 
du dernier parlement. I1 aurait vu que pour l’'égise de St.-Eustache 
un rapport d'un comité avait été pris en considération dans un comité 
général de toute le Chambre et unanimement approuvé. Ce rapport 
déclarait pourtant en termes formels qu'il fallait accorder une in- 
demnité 4 la fabrique de St.-Eustache; et il en a été de méme de 
l'église de St.-Benoit. 

Mais l'hon. membre dit que quand 4 ces églises les habitants en 
auraient du chasser les insurgés. Mais 4 qui appartiennent donc ces 
églises, si non 4 un @tre moral qui lui ne peut pas commettre un crime. 
Pourquoi donc 1l'hon. membre ne veut-il pas admettre avec le premier 
parlement qu'il faut donner une indemnité pour la destruction de ces 
églises. Le secret de toute l'opposition qu'on nous fait en ce moment, 
c'est l'exclusion que veut 1'hon. membre pour Sherbrooke. 

On a dit de cette question que nous la passions, que nous forcions 
les membre du Haut-Canada de la voter 4 la hate, dans la crainte que 
les habitans de la province supérieure n'exposassent leurs siéges. 

Mais c'est 1a une tactique parlementaire bien connue. Et quand 4 

le crainte de perdre nos places a laquelle on a fait allusion tout ce 

que je puis dire, c'est qu'on sait que je n'y tiens pas plus qu'a d'autres 
honneurs, et que quand il s'agira de faire mon devoir, je le ferai, 
quelque puisse en é@tre pour moi la conséquence. 

L'hon. membre pour Sherbrooke parle de majorité servile et obéis- 
sante; tout ce que je puis dire, c'est qu'il devrait reconnaitre chez 
nous la méme indépendance au moins que celle dont il se vante, et qu'il 
se réserve 4 lui-méme. 

L'hon. membre pour le comté de St.-Maurice nous fait un reproche 
d'acquiescer a 1'hon. membre pour le comté de Norfolk, mais je lui dirai 
que si nous le fesons, c'est que les sentences des cours martiales pro- 
noncées contre les personnes mentionnées dans cet amendement n'ont pas 
encore été revoquées et qu'il ne nous appartient pas de nous former 
en cours d'appel pour révoquer les sentences de ces cours. Plusieurs 
essais ont été faits pour faire classer ces sentences. On s'est a cet 
effet adressé 4 la Cour du Banc de la Reine, mais elle n'a pas voulu 
intervenir avec les jugements de cette cour. J'ai moi-méme fait ap- 
plication 4 cette fin. Depuis ce temps, la question 4a de nouveau été 
soulevée, il n'y a que deux ou trois ans; la cour se prononga en faveur 
de la légalité des cours martiales, quoiqu'il soit dit qu'on ait décidé 
en l'absence du juge Valliéres. Aujourd'hui on peut mettre cette 
légalité en question, mais je dois dire qu'il y a sur le banc des 
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personnes qui regardent les jugements de cette cour comme bons. Si 

l'on portait cette question en Angleterre, on y aurait un jugement im- 
partial et peut-étre que la cour martiale serait condamnée comme illé- 
gale. Mais il n'en est pas moins vrai que jusqu'a présent les procédés 
de cette cour martiale sont un fait que l'on ne peut pas nier, et contre 
lesquels il ne nous appartient pas de revenir, quoique dans mon opinion 
particuliére elles étaient illégales.118 


MR. BADGLEY spoke in reply to Mr. LaFontainell9, 
MR. PAPINEAU ... spoke at some Heneent ae 
COL. GUGY. ...,. spoke until about.7 0 clock, A. Mm. 121, 


The House presented a most singular appearance, hon. members slept 
soundly in every direction, in a variety of picturesque attitudes; the 
steps of the Speaker's Chair provided sleeping accommodations for 
several; the Chairman and Reporters dozed, and the few who remained in 
the strangers gallery stretched themselves on the benches, and slept 
for very weariness. But still the debate dragged on its slow and 
dismal length. Some members slept with their feet on their desks; others 
stretched upon two arm chairs, whilst numbers congregated behind the 
Speaker's Chair.122 


At half-past seven o'clock, when Mr. Gugy resumed his seat, the 
resolution before the House, that the Committee do rise and report 
progress, was negatived on a division.123 


MR. CAYLEY immediately rose and again moved that the Committee do 
rise and report progress.124 


COL. GUGY again addressed the House. 125 
((He)) was followed by MR. MEYERS in another rambling speech. 126 


The motion was negatived on division, the yeas going to the right, 
and the nays to the left .127 

MR. MEYERS again rose to address the Committees” 

MR. SOL. GEN. DRUMMOND said the House ought to have some respect 
for itself if the hon. gentleman had more, and adopt some means to put 
down buffoonery. They were not sent there to expose themselves to the 
contempt and ridicule of their constituents.129 
MR. MEYERS again moved that the Committee do now rise 130 

MR. MCCONNELL thought time and money enough had been spent on this 
debate and the House had made itself ridiculous enough; he opposed the 
motion.131 
; ; 132 

The resolution was negatived. 

SIR A. MACNAB reiterated his protest against the hurrying through 
of the measure. He regretted the proceedings which had taken place, 
but the opposition had been driven to it. Neither of the hon. gentlemen 
who were suffered to lead the House had said one word in explanation of 
the Resolutions, and they were not prepared to vote on them. He moved 
that the Committee now rise.133 


ened 


The motion was also negatived by a very large majority. 134 

MR. J. A. MACDONALD (Kingston) addressed the House, and read for the 
edification of members some forty pages of McKenzie's letter. He moved 
that the Committee do now rise, which was negatived, renewed by Mr. 
Meyers, and negatived again. 135 


MR. CAYLEY them moved, without making any observations, the amend- 
ments of which he had given noticel36, 


The Committee divided, and they were negatived by a very large 
majority.137 


The first four of Mr. LaFontaine's resolutions were then severally 
put, and carried.138 


MR. CAYLEY moved an amendment on the fifth resolution, which was 
also negatived on division.139 


MR. H. BOULTON next moved the amendment which he had printed and 
distributed. 140 


SIR A. MACNAB objected to the amendment being put as no notice had 
been given, and moved that the Chairman do leave the Chair.141 


The Chairman having left the Chair, the Speaker resumed his place, 
and after some discussion, decided the point of order, that the amend- 
ment could be put.142 


The Committee accordingly resumed143, 


MR. ROBINSON moved, seconded by SIR A. MACNAB, as an amendment, 
"that the resolutions be amended by adding after the word 'Bermuda’, 
the following: or any persons implicated in the rebellion, or who 
refused, when called upon, to aid in suppressing it.'144 


MR. INSP. GEN. HINCKS asked how was it possible for any Government 
or Commissioners to find out who refused, when called upon to aid in 
suppressing the rebellion eleven years ago? He asked, was it practic- 
able?145 

Several hon. members contended that it was quite practicable.146 

MR. SOL. GEN. DRUMMOND concurred in the principle that the man who 
engaged in the rebellion must bear the consequence, but at the same time, 
he called upon hon. gentlemen to pause before adopting such a resolution 
as this which might be made an engine for the grossest injustice. It 
would be exposing a man of the highest character, never implicated in the 
rebellion to be tried before these Commissioners, and sent forth to the 
world branded as having taken part in the rebellion.147 


After some further discussion the amendment was lost by a large 
majority.148 


DR. NELSON moved to amend the resolution by adding after the word 


"Bermuda, or any person who aided, assisted or abetted the rebellion. ''149 


Also negatived.150 


MR, BOULTON's amendment was then carried and the original motion as 
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amended was adopted.151 


On the 6th Resolution being put, MR. CAYLEY moved an amendment 
which was rejected. 152 


MR. AT. GEN. LAFONTAINE moved that the blank in the resolution be 
filled up with the words £100,000, which was likewise carried together 
with last resolution.153 


(100) 
And the House having continued to stt till after twelve of the 
eloek, on Frtday morntng; 


FRIDAY, 23 FEBRUARY 1849. 


Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; 
And Mr. Smtth, of Frontenac, reported, That the Committee had come 
to several Resoluttons. 





Ordered, That the Report be recetved on Tuesday next. 


On motton of Mr. Jobin, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Attorney 
General Baldwin, 


Stormont Ordered, That the Select Committee appotnted to 
Electton. try the mertts of the Petttton complaining 

of an undue Eleetton and Return for the County 
of Stormont, have leave to adjourn unttl Tuesday next, at ten o'clock, 
As M; 


Adjournment. Ordered, That when thts House doth adjourn, it 
wtll adjourn unttl Monday next. 
Orders deferred. Ordered, That the remaining Orders of the day 


be postponed unttl Monday next. 


Ordered, That the Orders fixed for thts day be postponed unttl Monday 
next. 


Then, on motton of Mr. Laurin, seconded by Mr. Wilson, 


At eleven of the clock, tn the forenoon, the House adjourned ttll 
Monday next. 


APPENDIX: 22 FEBRUARY 1849. 
((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: BRIDGE OVER RIVER TRENT.) ) 


MR. H. SMITH of Frontenac ((enquired)) as to whether it is intended 
to recommend an appropriation for constructing the Bridge and Drawbridge 
across the River Trent, at Crook's Rapids. 154 


MR. ASST. COM. P. W. CAMERON stated that the appropriation made was 
expended, and the Government had no funds to make any further approp- 
riation.155 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: JUDICIAL REFORM.) ) 


MR. H. SMITH ((made an Cee ays 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN in answer ... stated that Provisions for re- 
gulating the office of the Clerk of the Crown and Pleas at Toronto, and 
the salary of that functionary, and of his subordinates in office, 
would be embraced in a measure for judicial reform to be brought for- 
ward by the Government .157 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: ROAD BETWEEN L'ORIGNAL AND BYTOWN.)) 


MR. EGAN ((made an inquiry.))1°8 
In answer ... MR. ASST. COM. P. W. CAMERON stated, that there was £2600 
to be expended on that part of the Bytown and L'Orignal road, lying between 
Greens Creek and. Cumberland. Ferry. But there was no order in Council to 
authorize for the payment of it. And in answer to another inquiry, as 
to whether it was intended to proceed with the construction of the road 
from Bytown to L'Orignal, and to lay out the amount granted therefor. 
Thereupon Mr. Cameron stated it was not the intention of Government to 
do any thing with the said road at present .159 


((QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: SHRIEVALTY OF THE HOME pistrict.)) 16° 


MR. J. SMITH (Durham) ((asked)) whether any complaints had been 
made to the Provincial Government relative to the shrievalty of the 
Home District, and whether any investigation is intended by the Govern- 
ment with that office, and the manner in which the duties thereof are 
discharged.161 


MR. AT. GEN. BALDWIN said there had been no complaint since the 
present Administration came into power. Complaints had been made in 
the late Administration in a private and inofficial (sic) manner, and 
which had been disposed of by them.162 


((WITHDRAWN MOTION RE: PETITION OF LONGUEUIL TURNPIKE ROAD.))163 


DR. BEAUBIEN moved to refer to a committee the petition of the 
Longueuil Turnpike Road for exclusive right of ferry across the St. 


Lawrence. 165 


The motion was aehdragisen: 


FOOTNOTES: 22 FEBRUARY 1849. 
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